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H Weehty Journal for tbe profession. 

Founded by William Hunting, f.b.c.v.b. 


No. 1565 JULY 

Differential Diagnosis. 

Differential diagnosis is always an important 
subject in practice, and is never more so than when 
a scheduled disease is one of the possibilities. Per¬ 
haps there are many clinicians who have yet neither 
fully informed themselves regarding the many com¬ 
paratively unimportant animal affections which 
may he confounded with scheduled diseases, nor 
become sufficiently acquainted with the frequence 
and nature of atypical cases of the latter. The sub¬ 
ject is one which deserves close study; but the 
study is far from easy. 

Its intricacy is well illustrated by the long and 
comprehensive paper upon foot-and-mouth disease 
recently read by Mr. A. H. Berry, at a meeting 
of tbe Midland Counties V.M.A. Many readers 
will be surprised at the number and variety of un¬ 
scheduled affections, some of them little noticed 
in our literature, which Mr. Berry describes as 
liable to be confused with foot-and-mouth disease. 
Even experienced country practitioners may learn 
something from his description, while it will be a 
revelation to some younger ones. The paper well 
shows the difficulties which not uncommonly attend 
veterinary preventive work in the field; although it 
concerns a disease which, in its typical form, is 
usually easily diagnosed. 

Swine fever is another example. All practitioners 
know the frequent difficulty or impossibility of de¬ 
ciding upon its existence during life in isolated 
cases, though not all are sufficiently familiar with 
some of the affections which may be confused with 
it. Rinderpest, which may very possibly at least 
threaten to visit us from Europe in the next few 
years, is another disease which may present equal 
difficulties in the differential diagnosis of isolated 
cases. Broadly speaking, scheduled diseases in 
their most typical forms are easily recognised by 
the skilled veterinarian ; but they may also appear 
in forms which are difficult to diagnose, and many 
other conditions may simulate the u sufficiently to 
mislead the inexperienced. 

The Board of Agriculture whole-time veterinary 
officers are specially trained to oope with these 
difficulties. The general practitioner has no such 
advantage, but may well give himself some special 
training in addition to his college one. Two things 
are necessary for the working clinician to attain his 
maximum fitness to deal with scheduled disease. 
Firstly, the study of scheduled diseases themselves 
as far as possible, whether or not he has frequent 
opportunities of observing them. Muoh informa¬ 
tion can be gained regarding both their typical and 
atypical forms from tbe literature; and text-book 
»tudv alone might prevent serious mistakes in some 
cases. 
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Secondly, to lose no opportunity of increasing his 
familiarity with the many diseases, less fully de¬ 
scribed in the literature but more or less commonly 
met with in practice, which may be oonfused witn 
scheduled ones. Opportunities for this latter study 
in praotice are more frequent than they used to be; 
for probably veterinary surgeons have never been 
so often consulted regarding tbe minor ailments of 
stock as at present. 

The country practitioner’s experience of the dis¬ 
eases of cattle, sheep, and pigs is now more exten¬ 
sive and varied than in tbe old days. This, properly 
used, is capable of indireotly greatly increasing his 
capacity to deal with oases whioh suggest scheduled 
disease. 


A NOTE ON THE ACTION OF MORPHIA 
ON A DOG. 

By Henry Taylor, f.r.c.v.s., Haywards Heath. 

A small pug recently had a tumour on the tarsus 
of the left* hind leg and it beoame necessary to 
remove it. The animal was normally rather nerv¬ 
ous, so morphia seemed the ideal drug to use as an 
anaesthetic. Half a grain was accordingly injeoted 
subcutaneously, but instead of the usual effect, the 
dog became very excited, the expression of the faoe 
reminded one of a frightened wild animal, and she 
walked up and down behind the bars of the kennel 
exactly like a caged beast. There was no siokness 
nor passage of faeces, which are the usual con¬ 
comitants after the injection of morphia, and as 
the above symptoms of excitement did not subside 
in the course of about half an hour, chloroform and 
ether were administered for the purpose of the 
operation. 

There have been several cases recorded of mor¬ 
phia producing unorthodox results, ohiefly excite¬ 
ment, but in the above case the symptoms were 
well marked, amounting almost to delirium. 

Poisoning by Potassium Nitrate. 

A farmer noticing that one of his oows had a 
slight attack of mammitis, decided to administer a 
pound of Epsom salts. With this end in view he 
went to the cupboard where he was in the habit 
of keeping his drugs, and from a brown paper bag 
took a pound of what he surmised was Epsom 
salts. The dose was given in somewhere about a 
quart of warm water at seven o'clock, and the oow 
was not seen again until nearly one, when she was 
found in a dying condition. Tbe owner, on in¬ 
vestigating the medicine used, found that the ani- 
1 
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mal had had a pound of nitre (potassium nitrate) 
by mistake. 

Finlay Dunn says that “ Moirsud reports that 
half-a-pound given to horses inflame the alimentary 
oanal and urinary organs, causing depression and 
death usually within twenty-four hours; and 
Kaufman states six ounces is the toxic dose for 
horses and cattle." 


SPECIFIC PARAPLEGIA IN BOYINES 
AND EQUINES-A NEW (?) DISEASE. 

By William Scott, f.r.c.v.s., Bridgwater 

“Many animal diseases are distinctly local in their 
occurrence^ their incidence is confined to certain coun¬ 
tries or districts presumably because it is only there 
that the factors producing them are to be found. On 
that account they hardly recieve sufficient notice from 
those who practise outside their radius and never expect 
to have to deal with them .... 

“ When one of those local diseases is first locally recog¬ 
nised as an independent pathological entity no one can 
say whether it is peculiar to the district in which it 
was first distinguished .... Whoever first differ¬ 
entiates a disease existing in one country or district, 
even though it may appear at first sight to be local and 
due to strictly local conditions, may be on the brink of a 
discovery of much wider import, his duty is to publish 
his first clearly ascertained results to the whole pro¬ 
fession and place others in a position to judge of tneir 
value.” 

The above extract is taken from an Editorial appear¬ 
ing in The Veterinary Record of March 2, 1918, and in 
view of the observations contained therein 1 am tempted 
to submit the following report:— 

Definition. A specific bacterial infection affecting 
bovines, and occasionally equinea, located principally in 
low lying Marsh lands, characterised by gradual sys¬ 
temic emaciation and pronounced atrophy of the mus¬ 
cular elements covering the loins and pelvis in par¬ 
ticular, usually running a sub-acute or chronic course, 
and terminating in spinal effusion and paraplegia. 

History. My first real experience of this disease 
dates back to the late autumn of 1917, since when I 
have seen 107 authentic cases. These represent a small 
proportion of the number of cases which have suc¬ 
cumbed to the diseased. Many were drowned in the 
rhines,* many were left untreated, and many more were 
killed. In this neighbourhood alone I compute the 
financial loss sustained would reach any figure between 
£75,000 and £100,000—a sum, by the way, sufficient to 
build and handsomely endow a Veterinary Research 
Institute. If the disease has been in existence in this 
neighbourhood prior to last year I, for one, have failed 
to associate it with the present serious epidemic. It is 
reasonable, however, to point out that one may have 
seen in practice sporadic cases which, by reason of their 
limited number, cause no apprehension ; and I confess 
it was the large proportion of cases in this outbreak 
that stimulated me to further investigation. 

Geographical distribution. In my own practice 
the disease has shown a considerable predilection for 
low-lying marsh lands, situated particularly to the 
southern, south-western, and eastern aspect. The more 
western and northern areas which are somewhat hilly 
are, in my experience, immune. The sea-level marsh 
lands during the greater part of last spring and summer 

* A local term applied to out ditches which fill the double 
purpose of intersecting fields and creating surfaoe drainage. 


were continually under water—a condition of affairs 
outside the memory of living inhabitants, consequently 
these rich pasture lands were not stocked until the late 
summer and early autumn, whilst the hay in some cases 
was not cut and carried till Christmas, and even after. 

Predisposing causes. The two most prominent fac¬ 
tors under this head are climatic and dietetic con¬ 
ditions, the latter aggravated by existing war rations— 
the scarcity, inferior quality, and high cost of artificial 
foods. In certain districts one finds from experience 
that land submerged even for a considerable period 
during the cold winter months is not only unharmed by 
submerging but is beneficially affected ; no so, however, 
when flooding extends to the summer months. With 
thousands of acres under water—a condition which we 
experienced in this neighbourhood last year, the com¬ 
parative stagnant condition of the water combined with 
the summer heat tended to excite putrefactive changes. 
The land became “soured,” rapid decomposition of 
underlying vegetable matter took place, brought about 
by bacterial activity, and further, there was an extra¬ 
ordinary development of insect life, including the mos¬ 
quito, in these areas. Furthermore, the summer of 
1917 was extremely wet and sunless, the hay and roots, 
consequently, did not carry a high nutritive value, and 
artificial food being a scarce quantum, the normal 
healthy index of cattle was much reduced—50 % to even 
75 %, making them, therefore, the more susceptible to 
bacterial infection. 

Etiology. The constant symptom of paraplegia 
forced me to direct my operations primarily to the 
spinal cord, and on Nov. 29, 1917, I attempted my first 
lumbar puncture on cattle. The case was a heifer 
(primipara) eight months in calf. As I am not aware 
of lumbar puncture being a recognised procedure in 
veterinary practice or, indeed, 'if it has ever been at¬ 
tempted in bovines, a description of the modus operandi 
may be permissible here. 

The patients being paralysed and in a recumbent 
position makes them easy subjects for the operation, as 
no methods of restraint are required. The best site for 
entering the spinal canal, I find, is between the fourth 
and fifth or fifth and sixth lumbar vertebrae, just in 
front of the prominence caused by the internal angle of 
the ilium. Having thus far located the site by careful 
palpation, one discerns a soft depression between the 
supra-spinal processes, and it is here the needle is in¬ 
serted. Prior to operation the hair is shaved, the skin 
scrubbed with pure lysol, dried with cotton-wool and 
then painted with tinct. iodine. The needle having 
been previously boiled, is thrust through the skin im¬ 
mediately over the central spinal axis, the point being 
directed slightly forward. Considerable force is re¬ 
quired, but as soon as the needle enters the neural canal 
it moves easily, and proof of this is obtained by the 
animal cringing, trying to move forward, and giving a 
groan or a bellow. The inexperienced operator may 
fail to locate the spinal foramen with the needle at 
first, in which case he must, by varying the needle 
angle, obtain an entrance. With practice the operation 
may be completed by a single direct thrust. The dis¬ 
tance from the skin to the neural canal varies from 
2j in. to in., so that the needle must be 4 in. to 5 in. 
long* 

I have made 29 lumbar operations without a single 
“dry” puncture, and without any untoward sequelae. 
The greatest quantum of fluid removed has been 50 c.c., 
and the smallest 10 c.c. In by far the largest number of 
cases the spinal fluid escaped under pressure. The latter 


* The needle I use is similar to the one I had made for 
lung punctures. It is 6 in. long, bayonet pointed, and has 
a few perforations at its distal end. 
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is an important pathological fact which I desire to 
emphasise. In the majority of cases the fluid is quite 
clear, sometimes, however, it may be blood-tinged 
through the puncturing of a small spinal vessel. It is 
always strongly alkaline and rich in albumen. No post 
<•]tnrntirf treatment is required. I have tapped several 
cases two and three times, and one case tour times in 
all. It is well to be prepared with a sterile stillette, for 
one sometimes finds the needle becomes blocked with 
muscular and other tissue. When great difficulty is 
experienced in puncturing the canal, I lay the patient 
on her side with both hind legs drawn forward and 
pressed against the abdomen. By doing this the spinal 
column is curved, widening the supra spinatus processes 
and the spinal foramen. 

The therapeutical value of this operation has its 
limitation, but in those cases where the larger quantity 
of duid is removed and the greater degree of pressure 
apparent, the better the results appear to be. Having 
by these operations ascertained the constant existence 
of excess spinal effusion, one naturally concluded this 
w as the cause of the disease, and some holies of good 
results from its abstraction were entertained. In this I 
was somewhat disappointed. 

After performing my seventh puncture I determined 
to make a bacteriological examination of the spinal 
fluid. By inoculating nutrient agar tubes no growth 
was obtained. I then flooded the media with the spinal 
fluid, but still no growth. On blood agar, procured by 
puncturing one’s finger and dropping the blood into 
sterile citrate of soda solution and mixing it with 
melted agar, I secured a luxuriant growth. Having 
thus obtained a culture, the organism grew easily on 
plain agar. In every case of lumbar puncture thus 
made the same organism was isolated, but the process 
is tedious to a busy practitioner, and involves much 
time. I therefore felt impelled to investigate the blood 
stream. The hair was shaved off both aspects of the 
ear (apex), scrubbed with lysol, dried, painted with 
iodine, and the ear slit with a sterile lancet. After the 
blood had well washed the wound a few drops were col¬ 
lected in a an agar tube direct, and allowed to flow 
evenly over the surface. Coagulation time was much 
deferred, a point I have noted in every case ; to obtain, 
therefore, a fair fixation of blood elements to the agar 
surface it was necessary to keep the tube in a slanting 
position for 15 to 20 minutes. Incubating a tube thus 
prepared produced au excellent culture, by this means I 
now obtain my vaccine, which, by the way, has been for 
nearly every case an autogenous one. Having isolated 
an organism which so far was constant in its presence, 
efforts were made to study its characteristics. In some 
1*2 or 15 cases additional bacteria were isolated from the 
blood, but their irregular characteristics and inconstant 
presence suggested alien and probably saprophytic 
origin. 

As a possible factor in the etiological cycle I might 
mention that in every case examined—-which were 
many—I found a louse ( flcematopinus tenuirostris) in¬ 
festing the patient. Lice taken from five different cases 
harboured a short bacillus microscopically identical 
with, and giving staining reactions characteristic of, the 
bacillus found in their hosts’ blood. Asa blood sucking 
parasite it is feasible to conclude the louse became 
infected from its host. On the other hand, it is just 
)»ossible the louse inoculated its host with this organism 
at the outset Which hypothesis is the correct one I do 
not pretend to say. 

Bacteriological findings. In smears from the spinal 
fluid the bacilli are short, almost cocci in shape, and 
suggest evidences of pleomorphism. In blood smears 
they vary in length from 0'6 to 1*3//. They are rounded 
at toe ends somewhat and possess hasmolytic action. 


S ta ini jig. The organism stains well with the ordinary 
aniline dyes, but not by Gram. With carb. fuchain 
some of t he bacteria stain irregularly. Studied through¬ 
out the field some present bipolar staining. 

Biological chai'acters. It is lerobic and grows best at 
from 35 C. to 3H (J. 

On gelatine {surface), growth is very tardy, the colonies 
being white with irregular edges ; {stab), on the surface 
a delicate white slime ; along the course of the needle a 
faint, regular, nail-like growth occurs. The gelatine 
does not liquify. 

Agar {plain). One very seldom obtains a growth. 

Agar {blood). Growth luxuriant in twelve hours: the 
colonies tend to coalesce, covering the whole surface with 
a grey, glistening, toughened surface mass. 

Glucose agar {surface). Similar to blood or serum 
agar; {stab), extensive surface growth; along the course 
of the needle filiform growth. 

Glycerine agar {surface). Colonies more discrete than 
in the preceding media, lighter in colour and not cor¬ 
rugated. {Stab), surface growth, rich and extensive, 
along the course of the needle, echinate. 

Litmus agar. Moderate colonies of light grey, with 
irregular borders. 

Broth. A grey surface scum forms in 24 to 36 hours, 
but the medium does not become cloudy. 

Potato. No growth. On alkaline potato a slimy 
grey growth occurs. 

Acid. None. 

Gas. N one. 

Motility. Non-motile. 

Vitality . Colonies exposed to day-light on nutrient 
media live for three months at least. 

[Note.—C onsidering paraplegia is the most important 
symptom and condition in this disease, the bacillus associ¬ 
ated with it might be known as the “Bacillus para - 

plrgans. ” ] 

Semelology When the veterinarian is called in he 
usually finds his patient down and unable to stand. 
Attempts to make her rise generally succeed in getting 
her to raise the front parts, making her take the position 
of a dog sitting on its haunches. The pulse is slightly 
quickened and is often dicrotic, the respirations normal, 
and the temperature only slightly raised. The appetite, 
save in extreme cases, is usually good throughout and 
occasionally capacious, the bowels are normal unless 
complications such as Johne’s disease or distomatosis 
exist. Singularly enough, in all cases of uncomplicated 
paraplegia the coat is glossy and healthy-looking, and 
the skin is not hidebound. In a wasting disease such 
as this, this phenomena, in my experience, is unique, 
and it is so palpabable in every case as to be most 
striking. The eye carries its natural brightness almost 
to the end. The conjunctiva is normal m appearance 
save that part of the mucosse which protrudes as a bulb 
at the minor canthus when the eyelids are parted and 
the membrana nictitans extends over the eyeoall. This 
part is in nearly every instance of a tinge between 
lemon and orange, and appears as a striking contrast to 
the colour of the rest of the mucosae. 

When such an animal goes down she is quite incapable 
of rising until the elapse of many days and even weeks. 
The muscles covering the lumbar and pelvic regions 
seem almost to disappear, giving these areas a skeletal 
appearance, which is particularly noticeable when one 
stands and looks along the line of the back. Such an 
observation compels one to look upon the subject as a 
“ screw,” but if looked at sidewise, the ribs being usually 
well covered and the abdominal viscera well filled, the 
contrast is very great, and one’s opinion is likely to be 
revised. This disparity is most constant and pronounced 
save in extreme and complicated cases, so much so, in 
fact, that by intuition I have gone through dairies pick- 
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Heifer after being paralysed for five weeks. 

Note wasted pelvic region. 

mg out infected cases for immunisation purposes, and 
these have generally been confirmed later by bacteriolo¬ 
gical tests. This muscular atrophy, I incline to opine, 
is due t© neurotrophic influences. The usual history 
one receives is that the cow was foilnd in a rhine, she 
was dragged out, but was unable to stand, the natural 
inference being that getting into the rhine was the cause 
of her inability to stand rather than a case of post hoc 
propter hoc. 

By far the larger number of cases are in-calf cows, 
between the 8th and 9th month of pregnancy, in fact 
just at the period when the fcetal requirements are most 
exacting upon the maternal resources while the gravid 
uterus is at its heaviest. 

It will be patent that the affection in such conditions 
has a double economic import, inasmuch as the off¬ 
spring cannot be strong and healthy ; while parturient 
complications are likely to supervene. Among the most 
common met with are abortion, premature delivery, and 
a sickly calf, prolapsed uterus, permanent paraplegia. 
The paralysis is motory rather than sensory, tne reflexes 
of the limbs appearing to be quite normal. 

In the four cases met with in equines, one was a geld¬ 
ing and the other three were pregnant mares. The two 
cardinal symptoms in them, as in cattle, were in evi¬ 
dence-characteristic atrophy of certain sets of muscles, 
and paraplegia. The horse in this, as in all other forms 
of paraplegia, is not such an amenable patient as the ox. 
When he is unable to stand, as everyone knows, he rolls 
on to his side, fights with the air and hastens by ex¬ 
haustion, dissolution. 

Treatment. Ordinary therapy has no specific effect 
upon this disease, but withal I do notadvocats its entire 
elimination. The excretory organs, as in all bacterial 
intoxications must be kept flushed by such agents as 
sodii chlor. and mag. sulph. for the bowels, turpentine 
for the kidneys, and salicylic acid for the skin. General 
management must be carefully attended to in its min - 


utest detail. Thus, when the animal is down one must 
recognise the fact that as it will remain in the recum¬ 
bent position many days, efforts must therefore be 
directed against bed-sores,* the bete noir in these cases, 
by making provision for the animal to lie on a soft floor. 
One or two feet of sand or gravel soil makes an excel¬ 
lent ground work, covered with short, soft bedding. 
The patient should be turned two or three times a day, 
and, if need be, pads may be put on the knees and hocks. 
Averse as I am to slinging in cattle practice generally, I 
have seen the greatest benefit derived by daily placing 
the patient in slings for one to two hours at a time. By 
so doing the risk of muscular cramp and bed-sores is 
considerably reduced. 

Special treatment. In my early lumbar puncture 
cases I carried out a series of direct injections on to the 
spine, but the results were so far disappointing. These 
remedies consisted of warm solutions of (a) strychnine, 

( b ) neo salvarsan, (c) tinct. iodine, and eventually I gave 
them up. After detecting the bacillus in the blood 
stream, 1 set about preparing autogenous vaccines. The 
net results obtained from these were, (i) the fourth in¬ 
jection cleared the blood stream of the bacillus in several 
cases, so that no artificial cultures could be obtained. 
In obstinate rases six injections were required, (ii) In 
uncomplicated cases the course of the disease, I believe, 
was shortened. The largest percentage of failures were’ 
those cases showing complications. The cases which 
were taken early, that is to say, before they went down, 
responded most readily to vaccination, two injections 
served to clear the blood stream, and only very occasion¬ 
ally three were required ; and the rapidity with which 
these cas?8 improved in condition afterwards is worth 
noting. After many experiments, speaking generally, 
the following standard of doses gave me the best 
results:— 


First dose 
Second dose 
Third dose 
Fourth dose 
Fifth dose 
Sixth dose 


Sterile ... 10,000,000,000 

Sterile ... 30,000,000,000 

Very attenuated ... 60,000,000,000 
Slightly attenuated 60,000,000,000 
Attenuated ... 60,000,000,000 
Virulent ... 30,000,000,000 


One dose to be injected every five or six days. 

In addition to vaccination, sodium cacolylatet was 
injected two or three days after each vaccine injection, 
in five cases with, I think, decided benefit, for recovery 
appeared to be more rapid than when the vaccine was 
used alone. The dose of this drug to begin with was 
one gm., doubled at each injection ; the maximum dose 
being four gm. 


Table showing monthly total of Paraplegia 



CASES AND TREATMENT 

ADOPTED. 


No. of cases. 

Destyd. 

Died. 

Recovered. 

Nov. 

12 

5 

4 

3 

Dec. 

10 

3 

2 

5 

Jan. 

15 

7 

4 

4 

Feb. 

23 

6 

7 

10 

Mar. 

30 

3 

13 

14 

April 

15 

... 

6 

9 

May 

2 

... 

... 

2 


— 

— 

— 

_ 

Total 107 

24 

36 

47 1 


• It reflects no credit upon the practitioner to cure his 
patient of paraplegia and eventually allow it to die from 
septicaemia, the result of neglected pressure sores, 

f Sodium oacolylate (sodium dimethylarsinate) is an 
organic compound of arsenic, and is less toxic and more 
tolerant than the inorganio combination. I am greatly in¬ 
debted to Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. for preparing, at my 
request, this drug, and supplying me with a liberal quantity 
for investigation purposes. 
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* Treatment. Nov: Ordinary, 3. Dec: Ordinary, 2; 
Vaccine, 3. Jan: Vaccine, 4. Feb: Vaccine, 10. Mar: 
Vaccine, 14. Apl: Vaccine, 6 ; Vaccine cum Sodium 
cacolylate (subcut.), 3. May: Vaccine cum Sodium 
cacolylate (subcut.) 2. 

Prophylaxis. When practicable, cattle should be 
moved from marsh land to high, dry ground. The hay 
from such ground should be used spiringly and mixed 
with salt and given along with high-ground, hard hay. 
Cattle that are losing in condition and are showing 
symptoms of muscular atrophy should be isolated from 
the herd and a biological examination of the blood 
made—microscopical examination of a blood smear 


giving negative results is no jmx>f that the organism is 
absent. 

Cattle harbouring the bacillus should be isolated from 
the healthy, vaccinated with preferably autogerujus vac¬ 
cine and fed on the most nutritious food obtainable. 
In those herds where the disease has shown itself I 
strongly advise immunising them all by vaccination. 
In the case of 33 cows which were found to be infected 
with the bacillus although clinically only lightly affec 
ted, I carried out immunisation with apparent good 
results by giving the invariable initial sterile dose of 
50,000,000,000, and a second attenuated dose of the same 
strength ten days later. Two out of this number went 
down ; one died, the other lived, while the remaining 
31 did well. 


Chart showing monthly rkturn ok Paraplegia Cases. 



Morbid anatomy. The blood is very thin and watery. 
The serous membranes—cardial, pleural, peritoneal (par¬ 
ietal and visceralX and spinal—are all soaked with non- 
coagulated serum, while the serous cavities contain to a 
greater or lesser degree an accumulation of serous fluid 
which is very alkaline and rich in albumen. Occasion¬ 
ally the mucous membranes are similarly affected ; but 
the connective tissues seldom. In other words, serous 
effusions appear in those tissues whose anatomical dis¬ 
positions offer the blood vessels the least support in free 
surfaces and as the effusion is non-inflammatory one 
may presume that some specific action is going on, not 
only in the capillary vessel walls but also in the blood 
itself, by free bacterial toxins and probably by the ba.c 
teria themselves. The muscular elements are pale and 
flabby, while those in the region of the loins and quar¬ 
ters are almost grey in colour and soapy to the touch. 
In uncomplicated cases the macroscopic appearances of 
the parenchyma of the various organs do not suggest 
anything abnormal. 

Compendium . I have endeavoured to show : (1) That 
if this disease is not new in the annals of veterinary 
science it never has previously reached the serious pro¬ 
portions it has in tne years 1917-1918; nor are tnere 
any records, so far as I am able to trace, of it having 
been previously described. 


(2) That a special bacterium always accompanies the 
condition, its constant presence having been demon¬ 
strated not only in the general circulation, but also in 
the spinal effusions. 

(3) That this effusion is always in excess, and on 
tapping leaves the canal under pressure. 

(4) That two out of the three most important postu¬ 
lates of Koch have been fulfilled in associating this 
organism with the disease ; while in addition to these, 
vaccines derived from the bacterium in question cer¬ 
tainly exercise a specific action upon the patients, with 
considerable curative and prophylactic values. 

(5) That vaccination offers to stockowners an im¬ 
portant economic proposition, particularly considering 
the face value of horses and cattle to-day. 

Jtoch's Postulates. 

(i) The organism in question must be present in the 
tissues, fluids or organs of the animal affected with or 
dead from the disease. 

(ii) The organism must be isolated, and cultivated 
outside the body on suitable media for successive gener¬ 
ations. 

(iii) The isolated and cultivated organism, on inocu¬ 
lation into a suitable animal should reproduce the dis 
ease, and the same organism must be again obtained 

I from the inoculated animal. 
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ABSTRACTS PROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

Equine Trypanosomiasis in Morocco- 
Infection of a Milk-sucking Pup. 

H. Velu and R. Eyraud, in an article upon this 
subject refer to the works of Nattan-Larrier and 
Lanfranchi on the excretion of trypanosomes by 
means of the milk of infected females (Bull. Soc. 
Path. Exot.) The following case is recorded:— 

Five days after giving birth to three pups a bitch 
was infected subcutaneously with 20c.c. of the 
blood of a goat infected with the trypanosome 
affecting horses in Morocco. A rise of temperature 
took place on the third day after injection, and a 
few parasites appeared in the peripheral blood on 
the 14th day; they then disappeared, but became 
very numerous again about a month afterwards, 
and then again for about 15 days before the ani¬ 
mal’s death, which took place on the 66th day after 
injection. 

One pup was allowed to suck its mother, while 
the other two were taken away 14 days after birth; 
these two grew up normally. The first, when about 
two months old, seemed to have become stunted in 
growth and dull, and then gradually became more 
and more emaciated. When three months old it 
became affected with conjunctivitis and then kera¬ 
titis of the right eye. On examination of the blood 
a few days afterwards, a few trypanosomes were 
found, which became more and more numerous till 
the animal's death at the age of three and a half 
months.— (Trop. Vet. Bulletin). 

The action of the Pituitary Gland 
upon the Renal Functions. 

M. Rom me has given an account of the researches 
of different workers upon this subject in La Presse 
Medicate for 1917. 

In 1901, Magnus and Schafer published their 
work upon the diuretic action of the pituitary 
gland. In 1906 Schafer continued his experiments 
in collaboration with Herring, and came to the 
conclusion that this diuretic action is dependent 
upon the secretions of the posterior lobule and the 
pars intermedia of the gland, extracts of which were 
considered by these two workers to be the physio¬ 
logical diuretic par excellence. They found, also, 
that the anterior lobule of the gland was destitute 
of all diuretic action. In consequence of these ex¬ 
periments, the primary rdle in the genesis of diabetes 
insipidus was attributed to a hyper-function of the 
pituitary gland. 

But the conclusions of Schafer and his collabor¬ 
ators, admitted by the classical authors and repro¬ 
duced in many works, have net been confirmed by 
all the later researches, many of which arrive at 
distinctly contradictory conclusions. 

The clinical experiences published in 1916 by 
Motzfeldt, who had already repeatedly studied the 
relations between the pituitary gland and the kid¬ 
ney, appear to demonstrate incontestably that the 
posterior lobule of the gland exercises a real action 
upon the kidney, but, contrary to the currently 
admitted conclusions, produces diminution of diur¬ 


esis and urinary concentration. This conclusion is 
in accord with the results obtained by Lereboullet 
and Faure-Beaulieu in the treatment of a case of 
diabetes insipidus with pituitary gland. 

The mechanism of this action is obscure. Does 
the pituitary gland act upon the kidneys by the 
circulatory system, by the automatic or sympathetic 
nervous system, or by the intervention of another 
gland of internal secretion ? The problems cannot 
yet be discussed. It may, however, be pointed out 
Frankl-Hochwart and Frohlich have demonstrated, 
in an animal under the inlluenoe of injections of 
pituitrin, indisputable signs of hyper-sensibility 
both of the automatic and sympathetic nervous 
system in equal degree.— (Revista de Higiene y 
Sanidad Pecuarias). W. R. 0* 

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 


ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

E. J. Burndred, Cant. A.v.o. £110 

Archibald Edgar, Withorn 110 

Daniel Hamilton, Hamilton 110 

Charles Nicholson, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

D. Pugh, Sevenoaks 110 

James E. Syme, Capt., a.v.c. 

(1915-16-17-18) 440 

Frank S. Warburton, Capt. A.v.c. 11 0 

A. E. Willett, Capt. A.v.c. 110 

F. W. Willett, Staines 1 1 0 

Previously acknowledged 876 18 5 


£889 10 5 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Buckingham Palace, June 29. 
The King held an investiture in the Quadrangle of the 
Palace this morning. 

The following were introduced into the presence of 
His Majesty, when The King invested them with the 
Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Orders into 
which they have been admitted:— 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

Lieut.-Colonel Charles Edgett, Canadian A.V.C. 
Lieut.-Colonel David Tamblyn, Canadian A.V.C. 

Extracts from London Oautte % 

War Office, Whitehall, June 27. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Capt. A. L. Horner to be actg. Maj. whilst empld as 
Asst-tDir. of Vety. Servs. (Aug. 29,1916), and to retain 
his actg. rank on appt. as Dep. Asst Dir. of Vety. 
Servs. (June 16,1917). 

June 28. 

Capt. P. J. Simpson d.s.o. (t.f.), relinquishes the actyj. 
rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. Asst. Dir. 
of Vety. Servs. (June 7). 

Capt. E. G. Turner, D.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of Asst. Dir. of Vety. 
Servs. (Apl. 8). 

• June 29. 

Maj. (Bt. Lt-ColA J. J. Aitken, D.8.O., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Lieut.-Col. on ceasing to be specially 
empld. (May 6). 
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death nevertheless came as a painful shock to his many 
friends. 

Son of the late Dr. Samuel Smith, of Winchcombe, 
Glos., the deceased was educated at Cheltenham Gram¬ 
mar School, and obtained his diploma R.C.V.S. in 1884. 

He came to Worthing in 1886, where he purchased the 
old-established practice of Messrs. Rolls & Tyler, origin¬ 
ally founded here by Mr. Coomber more than a century 
ago. 

In the early part of 1900 Mr. Smith was appointed 
Veterinary Inspector for this Division under the County 
Council; and for several years past also held a similar 
appointment under the Town Council. 

A great lover of animals, and especially of horses, he 
took an active part in the organisation and management 
of the old West Sussex Horse Show and Jumping and 
Driving Competition in Beech House Park, which used 
to be such a prominent feature of the season’s attrac¬ 
tions at Worthing ; and he was actively associated with 
the several Dog Shows that have been held in the town. 

In March, 1909, he was unanimously chosen President 
of the Southern Counties Veterinary Society, with the 
late Mr. J. A. Todd as its Hon. Sec.; and in the summer 
of that year his fellow members held their periodical 
meeting at Worthing, when Mr. Smith entertained them 
to dinner at the Albion Hotel, and afterwards continued 
his hospitality at his residence in Chapel Road. 

His wide professional knowledge, coupled with a 
genial dispositi m, gained him many friends, and the 
news of his death will be received with general regret, 
not only by his own clients and professional colleagues, 
but by a wide circle of acquaintances. 

A widow, three daughters, and two sons are left to 
mourn his loss. One of his sons is at present in practice 
as a veterinary surgeon at Horsham ; the other holds a 
commission as Lieutenant in one of the Battalions of 
the Royal Sussex Regiment. 

The interment took place on Tuesday afternoon, at 
Broadwater Cemetery, preceded by a service at Christ 
Church. A wreath from the President and members of 
Southern Counties Veterinary Society was among the 
many floral tributes.— Worthing Gazette. 


Personal. 

Foster—Nowill. On June 26, at St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, Sydenham, by Rev. W. H. Boyne Bunting, 
Vicar, assisted by Rev. R. Be van Jones, Vicar of St. 
Augustine’s, Bermondsey, Major Arthur Norman Foster^ 


a.v.c., younger son of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Foster, of 
Clifton, Derbyshire, to Mary Dorothy, only daughter 
of Mr. Ernest Nowill and the late Mrs. Nowill, of “Kirk 
lynton,” Sydenham, S.E. 

Mr. W. H. Jebson, V.S., Pocklington, has purchased 
from Mr. Edwin Pears, Laytham Green, at a good price, 
two of his Hackney ponies, a two-year-old nlly and a 
yearling entire colt. Both are by Melbourne Spot, who 
made 450gs. at the late Mr. Cliff’s sale. Their dam, 
Lady Moon, is a 13 h. 2 in pony by Champion Suc¬ 
cessful, and their granddam Mignonette by Champion 
Berkeley Model. 


Seaweed as a food. 

The following notes are from the correspondence col¬ 
umns of The Scottish Farmer :— 

“The Rev. J. G. Wood in his well-known book, 
‘Common Objects of the Sea shore,’ mentions ‘fucus 
serratus’ as being most useful for feeding cattle. On 
this West coast a band of it grows all along the shore, 
about 30 yards in width, and it grows nearer to the 
land than any other seaweed, only being covered by the 
sea at high-water. Consequently it is much less salt to 
the taste than most seaweed. It looks rather like cara- 
ieen. I boil it and feed both hens and pigs on it, mixed 
with boiled potatoes. The pigs are especially fond of it, 
and thrive well on it. When boiled it becomes dark 
brown, and has an almost ‘ meaty’ smell. This seaweed 
never dies down. Here the sheep and wild goats eat it 
when grass is scarce, and I have never heard of it harm¬ 
ing them. I am told that in olden times it was much 
much used in the Highlands as feeding for pigs. It is a 
pity that it is not more used.” 

“I had a farm on the sea coast for 29 years, and sheep 
suffered no harm from eating seaweed.—M.C.” 


Anolo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 
British Committee. 

Chairman: F. W. Garnett, c.b.f.., j.p., m.r.c.v.s. 

Hon. Treasrs. : J. A W. Dollar, m.r.c.v.s. 

T. Salusbury Price, m.r.c.v.s. 

Hon. Secs. : Sir Stewart Stockman, m.r.c.y.b.\ 

Fred Bullock, j 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 
Mange. \ 

Sheep 

Scab. 

<») 

Swine Fever 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*>) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out* I 
breaks 

(ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(<*) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended June 29 

( 1917 

Corresponding 1 jgjg 

week in 1 1915 

2 

2 




I 

I 

| 65 

116 

2 

53 

16 

5 

9 

n 

1 

H 

10 

12 



2 

3 

1 

4 

3 

4(5 

26 

20 

70 

50 

44 

3 

4 

43 

120 

120 

25 

274 

543 

260 

Total for 26 weeks, 1918 . 

~ ,. ( 1917 

Corresponding 1 jq 16 

period in | 1915 Z 

143 

161 



19 

55 

2999 

5736 

244 

719 

293 

318 

358 

336 

376 

401 

1 

24 

14 

27 

26 

26 

71 

40 

1584 

1476 

♦418 

3168 
3452 
! 1911 

383 

177 

156 

1412 

2615 

2332 

609 

8085 

10777 


J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
a) Confirmed. ( b) Reported by Local Authorities, t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 2, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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The Council Meetings. 

The Councilmen attended in good numbers last 
week, and consequently the important arrears of 
Registration Committee work could be cleared up. 
It is to be hoped that this is an augury of bettor 
attended meetings in future. * 

The unanimous re-election of the President will 
please everybody. The course was obviously the 
wisest. No other man, just now, is quite so well 
fitted for the Presidential duties as Mr. Garnett; 
arid the whole profession will feel confident that 
everything possible will be done for our interests 
throughout the coming year. 

Our finances show a little improvement, but the 
position remains essentially the same. Voluntary 
subscription must continue, and must increase in 
future, or the work of the College cannot go on. 

The negotiations with the Government regarding 
the re sottlement of veterinary officers in civil life 
should be closely watched. Not much can be said 
concerning them at present; but they may pro¬ 
foundly a&ect the future of the profession. The 
movement for financially assisting veterinary 
students who have served in the war may also 
prove of great importance. 

The endeavours to prevent the calling up of 
Veterinary Students have not been successful. This 
is damaging to the profession, and mischievous to 
the prospects of agriculture. The evil fruits will 
soon be in evidence, and will be with us for years 
to come. The efforts to establish a Vetorinary 
Tribunal have likewise suffered reverso—for reason 
given see report. But this is not yet considered 
hopeless. 

A matter of direct importance to practitioners— 
the supply of Turpentine for medicinal purposos— 
has been set straight by the action of Mr. Bullock 
(pp. l'i-14), The President calls the attention of 
members to this information. Too much of the 
time of the Secretary is takon up in replies to need¬ 
less questions—needless because the information 
asked for has been published for the use of the 
members, and should be kept for reference. Sir S. 
Stockman makes the same complaint for the 
Board’s staff—they “are inundated with ques¬ 
tions.” It is weary work trying to help those who 
will not help themselves. 

Two other items occur in the report of the Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee. The definition given in several 
official notices in South Africa (Nov. 10, p. 191) 
•Veterinary Surgeon’ shall mean and include the 
G.V. Surgeon or Inspector of Stock or if no such 
appointment has been made, the magistrate”—has; 
been cancelled. And a draft of the V.S. Bill for S. I 
Africa has been referred to a small but effoctivo 
Committee to draft a report and suggested reply. 


Poisoning by Acacia Leaves in Hobses. 

Schelz observed numerous cases of poisoning, 
which were afterwards proved to be due to the 
ingestion of acacia leaves, in tbe horses of an 
ammunition oolumn operating in Boumania. The 
animals were being fed upon a mixture of oats, 
bran, and maize. 

The first case was a horse which, immediately 
after returning from the firing line, showed very 
serious colic. He threw himself upon the ground, 
and bad cold sweats. The temperature was 98*2° F.; 
the pulse was 80, and scarcely perceptible. Despite 
treatment by caffeine and rubbing, the animal died 
in convulsions. 

The same morning, two heavy Belgian horses 
became ill. One, the second animal in the series 
of cases, stood with tbe limbs apart, the head low, 
the eyes half-closed, and covered with sweat. As 
the surrounding temperature was 100*5° F. in the 
shade, tho case was diagnosed as heat stroke. Cold 
packs were applied upon the head and the whole 
body, and caffoine was administered. This treat¬ 
ment was followed by a transient improvement; 
but aftor five hours the horse became so much 
worso that slaughter was decided upon. 

The second Belgian horse was very agitated, and 
passed small quantities of normal faeces at short 
intervals. Rectal exploration showed that some 
parts of the intestine wore full, Palpation of the 
abdomen revealed pain. Morphine was adminis¬ 
tered, and hot packs were applied. This treatment 
scorned to be efficacious; for the animal became 
calm, and recovered in a few days. 

At the same time, notice was received of a fourth 
case. A horse, while returning from the firing line, 
becamo atfectcd with symptoms similar to those of 
the first case. This animal threw himself to the 
ground, whore he died after a brief death-agony. 

Three other cases occurred during the afternoon. 
In one—tho fifth case symptoms like those of the 
first and second cases were seen, with the addition 
of groat restlessness. The sixth and seventh cases 
had very pronounced lumbar pains, but recovered 
quickly ; whilo tho fifth case died during the night. 

In tho same night a grave case of colic appeared 
in a saddle horse. This eighth case was treated 
with morphine, arecoline, etc., but, notwithstanding 
an apparent improvement, died the next morning, 

The first, fourth, fifth, and eighth cases all showed 
the same post-mortem appearances— viz., intestinal 
inflammation, parenchymatous degeneration of the 
liver, kidneys, and heart, hyperaemia of the lung, 
and slight swelling of the spleen. These lesions, 
together with the symptoms presented, caused 
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forage poisoning to be thought very probable. At 
first it was thought that the bran might be the 
cause; but this hypothesis was quickly discarded, 
as there had been no ohange in the supply, and no 
trouble had been seen in the other animals whose 
food was provided from the same source. It then 
became known that cases of poisoning by acacia 
leaves had previously occurred in the locality where 
the column was staying. As the intestines of the 
fifth and eighth cases were not yet destroyed, their 
contents were examined, and it was found that the 
dense faecal mass contained numerous fine stems, 
partially ligneous, and also some acacia leaves still 
intact. Upon re-examining the histories of the 
oases, it was proved that the cases of poisoning 
were verified exclusively in horses which had been 
tied to acacia trunks or near acacias, while no 
trouble had occurred in those which had bivouacked 
under fruit trees or in the open country. From 
that time forward the attention of the men was 
drawn to the toxicity of acacia leaves, and the 
horses were prevented from eating them; and no 
more oases of poisoning occurrred .—La Clinica 
Veterinaria. 

The apparent closure of the Cervix Uteri 
in Cervicitis. 

Prof. W. L. Williams, during the clinical demon¬ 
stration upon sterile cows which followed his paper 
on Contagious Abortion before the American V.M.A. 
last August (vide F.i?., Dec. 29, 1917, page 260), 
made some remarks upon this subjects. Formerly 
veterinarians talked much of the “ closure of the os 
uteri,” or “ closure of the womb; ” but Williams 
considers that atresia of the cervical canal in cows 
is essentially fiction. As a congenital condition it 
exists rarely, along with the general arrest in the 
sexual development. Speaking generally, the cer¬ 
vical canal is open and passable; but penetration 
is rendered more or less difficult by the anatomical 
arrangement of the cervix. The difficulty is further 
and greatly intensified by disease. The circular 
foldB of the cervical mucosa with their margins 
directed outwards, towards the vagina, cause the 
catheter or sound to be deflected and lodged in 
a cul de sac behind the folds, instead of following 
the cervical canal, which perhaps bends abruptly in 
some direction. In cervicitis (and when metritis is 
marked, the pus passing out through the cervical 
canal inevitably causes cervicitis) the bases of the 
circular folds become enlarged and sclerotic. The 
sclerotic mass pushes from one side and bends the 
cervical canal out of a straight line, sometimes as 
much as two inches. The veterinarian who is 
ignorant of these facts concludes that the canal is 
“ closed,” erroneously thinks that force is justified 
and demanded, and applies it with disastrous 
results. In mentioning the matter, Williams em¬ 
phasised the grave danger of undertaking modern 
veterinary obstetrics without sufficient study of its 
details .—(Journal of the American V.M.A.) 

W. R. C. 
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MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A meeting of the Council was held at the College, 10 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, July 5th. 
Present: Mr. F. W. Garnett, c.b.e., j.p., President, in 
the Chair ; Sir John M‘Fadyean, Maj.-Gen. Blenkinsop, 
D.s.o.; Maj.-Gen. Thomson, c.B.; Messrs. J. Abson, 
Banham, Barrett, Carter, Coleman, Dunstan, Gaiger, 
Howard, Lawson, McCall, McKinna, Mulvey, Packman, 
Share-Jones, Slocock ; Sir Stewart Stockman ; Messrs. 
Sumner, Trigger, Wharam, Wilson ; Mr. G. Thatcher, 
Solicitor; Mr. R Bullock, Secretary. 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting of 
Council, on July 6th, 1917, having been printed and cir¬ 
culated, were taken as read, and confirmed. 

Election of Officers. 

President. Sir J. M‘Fadyean : I rise with a sense of 
duty, but also with pleasure, to move that we elect Mr. 
Garnett to the Presidential chair for the ensuing year. It 
may have occurred to some of you that special arguments 
ought to be adduced to justify a proposition that any 
member of the Council should be elected for the fifth 
time to fill the Presidential chair. There is no difficulty 
in finding special reasons for such a course, because we 
live in highly exceptional times. In pre-war times the 
duties of the President of the College were far less 
onerous than they are at the present time, when matters 
of the very greatest importance to the welfare of the 
profession in connection with the conduct of the war 
and what is called the period of reconstruction after the 
war, are constantly arising. I venture to say that there 
is no member of this Council who has these matters at 
his finger ends as has our President. This is not a case 
of conferring an honour on Mr. Garnett. I therefore 
propose that he be re-elected because I am perfectly 
satisfied that he cannot be changed without detriment 
to the interests of the profession at the present time. 

Mr. R. C. Trigger : As one of the senior members of 
Council, I have very great pleasure in seconding the 
nomination of Mr. Garnett for the Presidential chair. I 
quite agree with the proposer that this is in no sense 
conferring a compliment on Mr. Garnett. We are asking 
a very great favour of him in asking him to give us his 
valuable time and services, considering the unmeasured 
strength he has been to us during the past year. He 
has guided the ship during the past few years and he 
has taken us through very difficult times in a manner 
which could not have been surpassed by any other 
member of the Council. I have had the privilege of sit¬ 
ting on the Council for 28 years, and it has been my 
pleasure to sit under Mr. Garnett during the last few 

ears, and 1 venture to say that never in all these years 

as the business of the Council been conducted in a 
better or more able or more efficient manner, and that 
in the most strenuous times, and I think the least we 
can do is to ask the Council to re-elect Mr. Garnett, and 
at the same time to thank him for the great services he 
has rendered us. I have very great pleasure in second¬ 
ing the nomination. 

Mr. J. H. Carter : I wish to support that proposal, 
and I ask those in favour of the motion to hold up one 
hand. 

The motion was carried unanimousiy. 

The President : Sir John M‘Fadyean and gentlemen, 
the present perhaps, is the proudest moment of my life, 
to think that I nave retained your confidence for a 
period of five years, and you have elected me for another 


July 13 , 1918 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


II 


r iriod of work. I can only thank you mast heartily and 
trust, with your help, that I may be able to carry out 
during the coming year the work that will fall upon me. 

Vire Presidents. Dr. J. Mcl. McCall and Mr. J. 
McKinna were unanimously re-elected Vice-Presidents. 

Treasurer. The President : I do not think I need 
mention who our Treasurer is or who is going to be our 
future Treasurer, because I feel it is the unanimous 
wish of all to re-elect our present one, Mr. Mulvey. 1 
hope he may live long to occupy that position. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Sec re tar;/ and Registrar. On the motion of the 
President, Mr. Fred Bullock was unanimously re-elected 
Secretary and Registrar. 

The meeting then terminated. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A quarterly meeting of Council was held immediately 
following the ordinary meeting. Mr. Garnet, President, 
occupied the chair, and the same members were present 
at the other meeting. 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting of 
Council having been printed and circulated, were taken 
as read, and confirmed. 

Ajxjlo'jies for absence. The Secretary announced 
that apologies for absence had been received from the 
following members: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, Dr. O. C. 
Bradley, Mr. J. Clarkson, and Mr. T. S. Price. 

Obituary. The Secretary read the Obituary list. 

Correspondence. There was no correspondence. 

Right of uxiu. The Secretary announced that, in 
accordance with custom, he passed through the College 
building into Yorkshire Grey Yard on June 22, and on 
several other occasions during the year to maintain the 
right of way of the College through the yard. 

Registration Committee. 

The following report of the meeting of the Registra¬ 
tion Committee, hefd on Thursday, July 4, was read and 
adopted:— 

An application for restoration to the Register was re¬ 
ceived from Mr. L. Crook (a member whose name had 
been removed under Section 6), accompauied by testi¬ 
monials. It was resolved to recommend that, subject to 
confirmation from the officer in charge of Records A.V.C. 
as to this member's conduct while in the Army Veter¬ 
inary Corps, that his name be restored to the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The President reported that Mr. Sewell’s appeal 
against the decision of the Council in the removal of 
his name from the Register had been dismissed by the 
Privy Council. Further complaints were received, but it 
was resolved that no action be taken for the present. 

Nine other cases were considered by the Committee. 
Two were adjourned for further evidence ; in another, 
an undertaking was received ; in a fourth, it was re¬ 
ported that the offence complained of had been discon¬ 
tinued ; and in the case of a non-member using title, it 
was resolved to recommend that a prosecution be insti¬ 
tuted if sufficient evidence was available. 

The Solicitor reported that Mr. J. R. Welsby, member, 
had been convicted of a felony and sentenced, to twelve 
months imprisonment with hard labour. It was resolved 
that Mr. Welsby be called to attend the meeting of the 
Committee in April, 1919, to show cause why his name 
should not be removed from the Register. 

Correspondence was submitted, and the Secretary was 
instructed as to the replies to be sent. 

The Secretary announced that, since the meeting of 
the Committee, he had received a letter from General 
Blenkinsop. who said he had enquired as to the character 
of Mr. L. Crook and found it was very good. 


On the motion of the President, the names of D. 
Sinclair, VV. Gardner^ B. M. Gunn, and L. Crook were 
restored to the Register ; and, on the motion of the 
President, the name of W. J. Moran was removed from 
the Register. 

Authority was given for the Seal of the College to be 
affixed to two prosecutions, if the Solicitor was satisfied 
with the evidence brought forward. 

Finance Committee. 

The following report of the meeting held on Friday, 
July 5th, was read and adopted :— 

Financial Statement. Tne Treasurer submitted his 
financial statement for the quarter, showing a balance in 
hand of £156 16s. 5d., and liabilities amounting to 
£220 15s. 5d. 

It was resolved : That the financial statement be 
adopted, and that the Treasurer be ordered to pay the 
liabilities shown, together with cheques for monthly 
salaries, Examination expenses, gas, electric light, ana 
petty cash. 

Appointment of Clerk. The Treasurer reported that 
he nad interviewed several applicants for the vacant 
clerkship, and had appointed Miss K. C. Blake at a 
salary of 45/ per week. 

It was resolved: That the appointment of Miss Blake 
at the salary named be approved, and that Mr. Mulvey 
be thanked for the trouble he had taken in the matter. 

Voluntary subscriptions. The Secretary reported that 
the sum of £198 16s. 5d. had been received during the 
quarter in voluntary subscriptions. 

Auditors' fee. An application was received from the 
Auditors for an increase of fee. 

It was resolved : That the Auditors’ fee be increased 
to sixteen guineas per annum, this amount to be an 
inclusive fee. 

Adjoining site. A report was received from the 
Solicitor with regard to tne condition of the adjoining 
site and building. 

It was resolved : That no further action be taken. 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey : The financial statement this 
time is somewhat more favourable to us on the face of 
it. it shows a balance in hand of £156, but we have to 
set against that certain payments which will be made 
before the next meeting of the Council which will clear 
off the balance that we now hold. I want first of all to 
say how much the Council appreciate—and I am sure 
they do—the way in which tne individual members of 
the profession have come forward with their subscrip¬ 
tions. Had it not been for that we should have collapsed. 

I am drawing your attention to this for the reason that 
I am hoping that the subscriptions will be increased. 
As you know, the conditions are such that we cannot 
ho)>e for any amount to be received from the examina¬ 
tions of students, our old source of income. That being 
so, and as we require between £1200 and £1300 a year 
for establishment expenses to carry on the work 01 the 
College, I hope that in the coming year the subscription 
will not only be continued but greatly increased. This 
year we hope they will amount to about £1000. In the 
near future we must have more, and if we do not have 
more we cannot carry on the work that we have been 
doing for so many years. 

Examination Committee. 

The following report of the meeting held on Thursday, 
July 4th, was read and adopted :— 

Corresjumdence. A letter (4/6/1918) was received 
from Mr. Finlay Kerr, suggesting that the written exam¬ 
ination in July should be held on the first Monday in 
the month. 

It was resolved : That the Secretary be instructed to 
reply that the Committee is unable to accede to the 
suggestion. 
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Fellowship Examination. The Secretary reported 
that at the Fellowship Examination held on 11th May, 
three candidates entered, but only one was able to be 
present, namely, Mr. C. S. Hunting. This candidate 
was successful. The other two candidates, being on 
active service, were unable to get leave of absence. 

It was resolved : That the examination fees paid these 
cases be held over until the next examination at which 
the applicants are able to attend. 

Summer Examination arrangements. The Secretary 
reported that the following temporary appointments to 
the Examining Board had been made by tne President:— 

Chemistry and Physics—Class A : Dr. J. C. Withers, 
ph.d., to act in place of the late Mr. D. S. Jardin. 

Biology: Dr. E. J. Schwartz in place of Dr. Bottomley, 
unable to act on account of illness. 

Pathology and Bacteriology—Class C: Dr. W. Bulloch 
to act as Examiner in London, and Dr. J. Miller to act 
as Examiner in Edinburgh in place of Dr. McWeeney, 
who is unable to act elsewhere than in Ireland. 

Educational Certificates. Educational Certificates 
Nos. 1706 to 1709 were submitted and approved. 

(6) That the following be added to tne list of recog¬ 
nised examinations:— 

Board of Education “ Recognised Examinations ” for 
Secondary Schools: 

As First Examinations — 

1. School Certificate Examination of the Oxford and 

Cambridge Schools Examination Board. 

2. Senior Local Examination, Oxford. 

3. Senior Local Examination, Cambridge. 

4. Senior Certificate Examination, Bristol University. 

6. First School Certificate Exam., Durham University. 

6. General School Examination, London University. 

7. School Certificate Exam., Northern Joint Board. 

As Second Examinations— m 

8. Higher Certificate Examination, Oxford and Cam¬ 

bridge Schools Examination Board. 

9. Higher School Certificate Examination, Oxford. 

10. Higher School Certificate Examination, Cambridge. 

11. Higher School Certificate Exam., Bristol Uni vers. 

12. Higher Certificate Exam., Durham University. 

13. Higher School Certificate Exam., London Univers. 

14. Higher Certificate Exam., Northern Joint Board. 

Certificates on Form A, granted on the results of the 

above examinations are recognised without condition as 
to subjects. Certificates on Form B are recognised pro¬ 
vided the required subjects (English, Mathematics, and 
two languages) are included. 

Applications from ex-officers and men. Applications 
were received for relaxation of the requirements in 
regard to the Preliminary Educational Examination, 
from certain ex-service officers and men. 

It was resolved to recommend : (a) That each appli¬ 
cation for a relaxation of the conditions of entry into 
the profession be considered on its merits, (b) That the 
certificate of Mr. G. S. Unsworth be approved, (c) That 
in the cases of Mr. A. D. McEwen, E. W. Allonby, G. 
Ridley, and G. F. Langford, the Secretary be instructed 
to reply that the Committee were prepared to accept 
certificates in general education granted by one of the 
Examining Boards at any time previous to the date on 
which the candidate desires to present himself for the 
first Professional Examination. (< d ) That the certificate 
of Mr. W. E. Edge be accepted as qualifying him in res¬ 
pect of general education, (e) That the applications 
from Messrs. J. Hill, R. O. Rees, R. Winwood, and S. 
Ghose be not acceded to. 

Resettlement op Officers in Civil Life. 

The President reported that on April 25 he attended 
on the Minister of Labour and submitted a scheme for 
the establishment of a Joint Committee consisting of 
representatives of the Ministry of Labour, the R.C. V.S., 


and the War Office, to deal with the resettlement of 
Veterinary Surgeons now on active service in civil life 
after demobilisation. The scheme was favourably re¬ 
ceived, subject to the addition of a representative of the 
Ministry of Pensions on the Joint Committee. 

It is understood that the Ministry of Labour will 
shortly nominate an Appointments Committee to whom 
the scheme will be submitted. 

On April 26 the President, with the Chairman of the 
Examination Committee, attended a Conference at the 
War Office, when details of the scheme were discussed. 
The President afterwards addressed a letter to the 
Ministry of Labour urging that a representative of the 
Veterinary Profession should be appointed on the 
General Committee dealing with the resettlement of 
Officers after the war. 

It was resolved: That the President for the time 
being be appointed to represent the Veterinary Pro¬ 
fession on tne General Committee appointed ny the 
Ministry of Labour to deal with the resettlement of 
Officers after the War. 

Veterinary Students after the War. 

The Committee consider that financial assistance will 
be required by two classes of students :— 

1. Registered Veterinary Students whose studies have 
been interrupted while on active service. Many of these 
will, without financial assistance, be unable to complete 
their training. 

2. Discharged officers and men who wish to enter the 
Veterinary Profession, but whose means are insufficient 
to enable them to undertake the four years course 
required for qualification. 

It was resolved to recommend: That a Sub-committee 
consisting of General Blenkinsop, Prof. Gaiger, Mr. 
Garnett, Mr. Mulvey, and Mr. Sumner be appointed to 
consider the question and to report to the next meeting 
of the Committee. 

War Emergency Committee. 

The following report of meeting held on Thursday 
July 4th, was read and adopted :— 

Calling up of Veterinary Students. The Secretary 
reported that by Proclamations of April 20 and June 4, 
all veterinary students between the ages of 18 and 23 
who had hitherto been exempted from Military service 
were now liable to be called up if over Grade III. He 
had, however, been able to make arrangements with the 
Ministry of National Service that the calling up notices 
in respect of students due for the July Examinations 
should be postponed until after July 13. 

Exemption oj Veterinary Surgeons. The President 
reported that he had received a letter from the President 
of the Central Veterinary Society containing a resolu¬ 
tion passed by the Society with regard to the formation 
of an Advisory Committee to deal with the cases of 
Veterinary Surgeons of military age. This resolution 
had been forwarded to the Ministry of National Service 
by the Society, and a negative reply had been received. 
The President stated that negociations for the establish¬ 
ment of a Veterinary Tribunal had been in progress for 
some months past. 

It was resolved : That the President be authorised to 
reply to the President of the Central Veterinary Society 
and that the President of the College be requested to 
continue the negociations now in progress. 

Correspondence. J. M. Armfield. A letter (8/6/1918) 
was received from the Committee on work of National 
Importance asking whether in the opinion of the Com¬ 
mittee work as an assistant to a member of the College 
could be considered as of sufficient national importance, 
and the Secretary was instructed to reply in the affirm¬ 
ative. 

The President : There is one part of these minutes 
that I want to draw your special attention to, and that 
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ia with regard to the letter from the President of the 
Central Society. The action of that Society, in my 
opinion, was very hurried and ill-considered, and the 
reply that they have received from Sir Auckland Geddes 
has practically killed the scheme that we had in hand. 
It was hoped, with every prospect of success, that, had 
not this action been taken, we should have been able to 
establish a tribunal for tlie veterinary profession as a 
whole, and to that tribunal all cases which are now 
dealt with by local tribunals and appeal tribunals would 
have been referred in the same way that such cases are 
referred in the case of barristers and solicitors, and the 
dental and medical professions. Departments, however, 
are like human beings ; they have very sensitive con¬ 
sciences, and once a Department has taken up a negative 
attitude to any question, as has been done in this case, 
it is extremely difficult, in almost any circumstances, to 
get them to reverse it in the near future, so that any 
nope that we had—and we hud every prospect of carry¬ 
ing it to a successful issue —has been broken down 
entirely by this precipitate and ill-considered action of 
the Central Society. 1 deplore it extremely, because, in 
my opinion, it would have been to the benefit of the 
whole profession had we been able to carry that thing 
through. I hope that an opportunity may arise whereby 
we can see a way to again approach the Ministry to re¬ 
consider the whole question ; but my own opinion is 
that at the present moment it would be fatal to re-open 
the qaestion with a-view to petting the Department to 
change their considered opinion. 

Sir John MTadykan : Is there any explanation as 
10 why the? adopted this step instead of sending the 
matter to the Council I 

The President : There is nothing, except that they 
have sent a letter to the Ministry, and have received the 
reply from the Ministry. 

Sir S. Stockman : Is there any precedent for any one 
Society coming along and presuming to represent the 
whole profession ? 

The President : No, I do not think so. We cannot 
deal with them at all; but it is not in the interests of 
the profession to approach public bodies except through 
the Governing Body. 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey : Has any reply been sent to the 
President of the Central Council 1 

The President : No. The report of the Committee 
directs me to reply. 

.Sir John M‘Fadyean: I am not at all sure that it 
would not have met the actual circumstances if the de¬ 
cision of this Council had been that the communication 
of the Central Society should lie on the table and that 
the President of the Central Society be referred to the 
report of this Council meeting for information as to 
the view which the Council takes with regard to the 
action of the Central Society. I throw this out as a 
suggestion. 

Mr. Gaiokr : Would it not be as well to point out in 
what way a Central Tribunal would be any advantage 
over the system of local tribunals. Would it be an 
advantage to the profession 1 

The President : I think it is obvious to everybody 
that it would be an advantage, in dealing with all these 
regulations, that we as a profession should review all 
the requirements, both of agriculture and the needs of 
of the army and the different departments employing 
veterinary surgeons throughout the country, instead of 
each local tribunal viewing it from the local standpoints. 
We should view it from the National standpoint. An¬ 
other object we had in view was that there were certain 
veterinary surgeons, then not of military age, who had 
no call upon them whatever, but who patriotically gave 
up their practice and have served in the forces practic¬ 
ally since the beginning of the war to the present time. 
I have letters from several of these men who want to 


come back to their civil practices ; having done a good 
share of service they think that they should be shown 
some consideration, and wc might find a means of re¬ 
lieving them and letting them return to their practices 
by being able to substitute men of Grade 1 who are fit 
for overseas duty. In every way that I looked upon it 
I thought it would be a great benefit to us to have our 
own Tribunal. 

Mr. J. T. Shark-Jones : I take it from the last item 
in the report on this matter that the negociations will 
be resumed, and that at what will be considered the 
opportune time a further report will be made to the 
YVar Emergency Committee as to the success or other¬ 
wise of these negociations ? 

The President : That is so. A favourable oppor¬ 
tunity will be taken, but at the present moment we are 
losing time. 

Parliamentary Committee. 

The following report of the meeting held on Thursday, 
July 4, was read and adopted :— 

Fire dnmnye in of Her and re/airs. The Secretary re¬ 
ported that a fireoccurred in the office in the afternoon 
of Saturday, April f>, and that damage had been done to 
the walls and to certain furniture, but no important 
document had been destroyed. The full amount claimed 
had been paid by the Insurance Societies, and the neces¬ 
sary repairs had been carried out. 

Veterinary Suryeons and Income Tax. A letter 
(31/5/18) was received from the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association, making enquiries in 
regard to the effect of the new Finance Bill on the 
Income Tax payable by veterinary surgeons who would 
rent accommodation land. The Secretary was instructed 
to reply that the matter was not one in which the 
Council could interfere. 

Veterinary Suryeons Bill for South Africa. A draft 
of the Veterinary Surgeons Bill for South Africa was 
received from Col. J. Irvine Smith, with a request for 
the support of the Council. 

It was resolved : That the matter be referred to the 
Chairman of the Committee, I)r. Bradley, Mr. Garnett 
and Sir John M'Fadyean to draft a report and suggested 
reply to be submitted to the Committee at its next 
meeting. 

Definition of "Veterinary S-urycon" (Transvaal). A 
letter was received from Col. J. Irvine Smith, stating 
that the definition of Veterinary Surgeon to which 
objection had been raised had been cancelled. 

Supplementary ration .<*. The Secretary had reported 
that he had received the following letter from the 
Ministry of Food 

Ref. Li4/23480. Ministry of Food, 

Grosvenor House, W. 1. 

The Secretanr, U.C.V.S., 12th April, 1918. 

10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 11th inst., and to inform you that Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons are included in the list of those persons 
entitled to the Supplementary Ration. They will be 
graded under Class “ D.” 

I am to add that any further enquiries on this subject 
should be addressed to your Local Food Office. 

I am, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) J. S. Leaver, 

Supplementary Ration Section. 

Turjxntine Su/ydies. The Secretary reported that, 
having received complaints from members that they 
were unable to obtain supplies of Turpentine, he had 
had an interview at the Mineral Oil Production Depart¬ 
ment of the Ministry of Munitions of War, and had in 
consequence received the following letter from the 
Assistant Controller of Supplies:— 
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29th Jane, 1918. 

Sir,—I am directed to inform you, with reference to 
your visit yesterday, that this Department considers the 
supplies of Turpentine to V.S. as a matter of National 
importance, and every effort shall be made to ensure 
their requirements being satisfied. 

All suppliers to whom licences are issued for Domestic 
purposes—apart from actual Government requirements 
or other essential purposes covered by priority certifi¬ 
cates—must give preference to medicinal supplies, over 
any other orders received. Should supplies to your 
members be refused when stock is available in the hands 
of the sellers, the circumstance can be reported to this 
Department, when the licence which has been issued will 
be subject to revision and arrangements made to issue 
certificates to suppliers who will see that the needs of 
the V.S. are properly met. 

You are at liberty to make what use you like of this 
letter, either by circulating a copy of it amongst your 
members or showing it to any distributors of Turpentine 
who may decline to consider the claims of your Society. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) F. Houghton Fry, 

Assistant Controller (Supplies). 

The President : In proposing that the report b© 
received and adopted, I wish to draw the attention of 
those members of the profession who may be in need of 
a supply of turpentine and the steps that they have to 
take. Over and over again we get matters of import¬ 
ance to the profession put in order, but apparently no 
notice is taken of what has been done, and the Secretary 
is inundated with enquiries on the same point over and 
over again. By noting these things as they crop up at 
the time the profession can save not only themselves 
trouble, but a considerable amount of trouble to Mr. 
Bullock. 

Sir John M'Fadyean : I should have thought that 
the publication in full of the proceedings of this Council 
in the professional Journals would be sufficient intima¬ 
tion to all professional gentlemen. A member of the 
profession who reads no professional journal hardly 
requires retaining in the profession. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : On the other hand, I can 
assure you that we as a Board are inundated with 
questions on some of the matters that have been settled 
by this Council, 


Journal of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries; 
also Leaflets ami Orders ; Journal of the D.A.T.I .; 
Journal oj Com/Mirative Pathology and Therapeutics ; 
Revue de Patholotjie (Jomparee ; Journal of Physiology 
(per Maj.-Gen. Sir F. Smith); Rhudesta Agricultural 
Journal ; New Zealand Journal of Agriculture ; Journal 
of Dejtartme.nl of Agriculture, Victoria-, Melbourne ; 
Bulletin of the Central Veterinary Medical Association, 
Tokyo ; The Bloodstock Breeders' Review ; The Veter¬ 
inary Review ; The Veterinary Journal ; The Veterinary 
Record ; The Veterinary News ; The British Medical 
Journal ([>cr Dr. Bradley); The Educational Times. 

Sir S. Stockman : What do we do with these pub¬ 
lications ? 

The President : They are all catalogued and kept. 

Sir S. Stockman : The main thing which occurs to 
me iB that a particularly valuable list has been read out, 
but some of them are not worth keeping over a year. 
Do we bind themj? 

The President : No, they are not bound. 

Sir S. Stockman : We should have some system of 
going through them and selecting those we should throw 
away and those we should keep. 

The President : Mr. Bullock does his best when he 
puts them away and catalogues them. You may refer it 
to the Library Committee. There was a clean out a few 
years ago. They are not bound, but they are all put 
into cases and catalogued. 

Register Advertisements. A copy for a proposed ad¬ 
vertisement in the Register , 1919, was submitted, and, 
with a slight amendment, was approved. 

Special Committee on Veterinary Staff Salaries. 

The following report of the meeting held on Friday, 
July 5th, was read and adopted :— 

D.A.T.I. Staff Salaries. Correspondence between the 
President and the Department of Agriculture and Tech¬ 
nical Instruction of Ireland in regard to salaries of the 
Veterinary Officers was read and the reply of the Presi¬ 
dent was approved. 

Appointment of Standing Committees 
for the Year. 

Registration Committee. It was formally resolved 
that the Registration Committee should be composed of 
the whole Council. 


Publication, Library, and Museum Committee. 

The following report of the meeting held on Friday, 
July 5th, was read and adopted 

Presentations to Library. The Secretary reported 
that since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
presentations had been made to the Library. 

Annual Reports : Board of Agriculture, Proceedings 
under Diseases of Animals Acts ; Board of Agriculture 
for Scotland, 1917; Lister Institute of Preventive Medi¬ 
cine, 1918; National Veterinary Medical Association, 
1917,; County of Lanark, Veterinary Inspector, 1914-18; 
Zoological Society, 1917 ; Ceylon, Government Veter¬ 
inary Surgeon. 1917; Bengal Veterinary College, and 
C.V.D., Bengal, 1916-17 ; Bombay Veterinary College, 
and C.V.D., Bombay, 1916-17. 

Vicious Circles in Disease, J. B. Hurry, m.a., m.d. ; 
The Vicious Circles of Neurasthenia and their Treat¬ 
ment, ibid ; International Veterinary Congress, Baden 
Baden, Vol. II of Report (presented by Mr. G. H. Locke); 
Digestion of Starch by tne Young Calf, R. H. Shaw, 
T. E. Woodward, and R. P. Norton ; Efficacy of some 
Anthelmintics, M. C. Hall and W. D. Foster; Some 
Common Disinfectants, M. Dorset; Cattle Lice and how 
to eradicate them, Marion Imes ; White Snakefoot or 
Richweed (Eupatorium Urticoefolium) as a Stock- 
poisoning riant, C. D. Marsh and A. B. Clawson; 
Tuberculosis in Carnivorous Animals, W, Reid Blair. 


Examination Committee. Messrs. Bradley, Brittle- 
bank, Coleman, Dunstan, Gaiger, Gofton, McCall, 
M‘Fadyean, McKinna, Mulvey, Share-Jones, Shave, 
Slocock, Stockman, Sumner. 

Finance Committee. Messrs. Abson, Blenkinsop, 
Bradley, Carter, Clarkson, Howard, Lawson, McKinna, 
Mason, Mulvey, Packman, Sumner, Trigger, Wharam, 
Wilson. 

Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee . 
Messrs. Blenkinsop, Bradley, Brittlebank, Carter, Clark¬ 
son, Dunstan, Lawson, McCall, M‘Fadyean, McKinna, 
Mulvey, Slocock, Stockman, Sumner, Trigger. 

Annual Fee Committee. Messrs. Barrett, Blenkinsop, 
Bradley, Carter, Gofton, M‘Fadyean, Mason, Mulvey, 
Packman, Sumner, Thomson, Trigger. 

Publication , Library and Museum Committee. Messrs. 
Abson, Bradley, Burt, Coleman, Dunstan, Gaiger, 
McCall, M‘Fadyean, Mulvey, Price, Share-Jones, Shave, 
Slocock, Stockman, Wharam, Wilson. 

Honours and Prizes Committee. Messrs. Abson, 
Banham, Bradley, Brittlebank, Gaiger, Gofton, Lawson 
M‘Fadyean, McKinna, Mulvey, Packman, Share-Jones 
Stockman, Sumner, Trigger. 

War Emergency Committee. Messrs. Abson, Blenkin 
sop, Bradley, Coleman, M‘Fadyean, Mulvey, Price 
Share-Jones, Slocock, Stockman. 
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Auditors. 

On the motion of Mr. W. J. Mulvey, it was decided to 
re-appoint Messrs. Waterhouse and Wilkinson Auditors 
at an inclusive fee of 16 guineas per annum. 

Dates of Council Meetings and Examinations. 

The following dates for Council and Committee Meet¬ 
ings, and Examinations were fixed :— 

Committee and Council Meeting$. 

1918. October 3rd and 4tb. 

1919. January 9th and 10th ; April 9th and 10th ; 

July 3rd and 4th. Annual Meeting, June 4th. 

Erami nations. 

19 ls. Dec. 13th, Written ; Dec. 17th, Oral. 

1919. JulyTtb, Written; July 8th, Oral. 

Fellowship, May 10th. 

Notice ok Motion. 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey gave notice that at the next meet¬ 
ing of Council he would move that Bye law G*2a be 
altered to read as follows :— 

(1) “A student who has obtained a degree in arts, science 
or medicine, or a decree or diploma in agriculture 
granted by a University situate within the United 
Kingdom, or by the Joint Examining Board of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England and the High¬ 
land and Agricultural Society of Scotland, or by any 
other body whose degree or diploma in agriculture is 
approved for the time being by the Council on the 
recommendation of the Examination Committee, or 
the diploma of licentiate of one of the Royal Colleges 
of Surgeons, or of one of the Royal Colleges of 
Physicians, and who in procuring any such degree or 
diploma passed an examination in chemistry and also 
in biology, zoology or botany, shall be exempted from 
his A or first professional examination and the bye¬ 
laws and regulations in respect thereof, and shall be 
entitled in all respects to the rights and privileges 
which the passing of such examination ordinarily con¬ 
fers, provided always that such student so exempted 
shall be examined in the whole subject of chemistry 
in the class B examination.” 

' -J 44 A student possessing a degree or diploma of a like 
imi»ort or denomination to one of those enumerated 
in paragraph (1) hereof, but granted by a university 
or other examining or licensing authority, other than 
th< m* mentioned in paragraph (1) shall, if the Council 
declare its srfliriency for exemption, thereupon be 
come entitled in all respects to such exemptions, 
rights and privileges as are defined in paragraph (1) 
of this by law. In any other sjiecial circumstances 
arising in connection with the war, exemption under 
this by law may also be granted by the Council on the 
recommen fation of the Examination Committee.” 

Mr. J. T. Share Jonhs : On the minutes of the last 
Council meeting it is set forth that Mr. Mulvey gave 
no ice that he would move at this meeting certain 
amendments to the regulations. 1 gather from what he 
h iv juvt said that he dries not intend now to do that. 

Mr Mulvey: ( Certain alterations have to he made— 
Mr. Shark Jones : It is practically moving an amend¬ 
ment to the motion he has already given notice of. 

Mr. Mu. vky : No, that motion has been withdrawn. 
Mr. Share Jones : No, it has not been withdrawn. 
The Prk.hihk.nt: The effectual thiog is the notice 
l*Mrd. 

Mr. Shark Jones : It is a question of pr» cedure. 

Mr Mi l vky : There is no notice on the notice board. 
It h i* l»een taken down and it obviously falls through. 

Mr. Shark Jones : I desired to move an amendment 
to the motion of which you had already given notice. 1 
take it that this present motion will be circulated to us 
before we meet next time io the usual way. 


The President ; It will be on the agenda for the 
next meeting. 

Mr. Mulvey : It will be suspended on the notice 
board for three months, that is the official intimation. 

Mr. Share Jones : It appears to me to be out of order 
to give notice of a motion last time and to move another 
motion this time and that it should not have been 
printed and circulated with the minutes for this meet¬ 
ing. I had intended to move an amendment and I still 
wish to move an amendment to the one that has been 
read to-day. 

Mr. Barrett : May I point out that you may be in a 
difficulty because there can be no alteration of a motion 
three months hence. Therefore, I suggest to Mr. Share- 
Jones that if he requires a modification of the motion 
he ought to give notice that day of it in order to comply 
with the by-laws. 

Mr. Share-Jones : I gather from what has been said 
that I shall be in order at the next meeting in moving 
an amendment? 

Mr. Mulvey : Yes, I am simply giving notice of what 
is going to take place at the next meeting. 

Mr. Share-Jones : At the same time it seems to me 
that Mr. Barrett is right and that I shall be ruled out 
in three months time from moving an amendment to 
Mr. Mulvey’s motion. 

Mr. Barrett : I only desire to point out that on 
several occasions you, Mr. President, have held, and I 
think rightly, that there can be no amendment proposed, 
and unless you reverse your previous ruling Mr. Share- 
Jones will find himself in a difficulty at the next meet¬ 
ing. 

Mr. Mulvey : May I point out that there is nothing 
before this meeting. I have not moved this motion, 
and so Mr. Share-Jones is not called upon to move an 
amendment. The motion of which I gave notice last 
time was taken down from the Board because it was 
found not to be in order. 

Mr. Share-Jones : But has Mr. Mulvey had permis¬ 
sion to withdraw the motion of which he gave notice 
last time? 

The President: You are quite out of order, Mr. 
Share Jones ; this motion is not on the agenda for this 
meeting. 

New Member ' s . The President: In your name I 
should like to welcome to this Council two uew mem¬ 
bers—General Blenkinsop and Prof. Oaiger. I am sure 
we shall benefit from their counsels. 

Vote of thanks. A cordial vote of thanks was passed 
to the President, and the meeting terminated. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, July 6. 

The following Officers have been brought|to the notice 
of the Secretary of State for War for valuable services 
rendered iu connexion with the War: 

Maj. (temp. Lt. Lt. Col.) F. S. H. Baldrey, e.r.c.v.s., r.p. ; 
Temp. Mai. J. W. F. Brittlebank ; Temp. Lieut. Col. 
H. W. Pltchford ; Lieut.-Col. (temp. Col.) G. M. 
Williams. 


Extracts from London Qaiette, 

War Office, Whitehall, July 4. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. E. G. Robertson relinquishes his coinmn. 

on acct. of ill-health (July 5). 

To be temp. Lt.:—A. J. Moffett (June lft). 

July ft. 

Col. (hon. Maj.-Gen.) L. J. Blenkinsop, d s.o., to be 
Maj.-Gen. (Apl. 24). 
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u uijr o. 

Capt. A. M. Howie, from S. Afr. Vety. Corps., to be 
temp. Capt. (June 22, sen., Nov. 6, 1914). 

To be temp. Lt.W. S. Mackintosh (June 18). 

July 10. 

Lt.-Col. (Bt. Col.) F. W. Hunt, c.m.g., to be actg. Col. 
whilst holding appt. of D.D.V.S. (May 26). 

The following casualty is reported :— 

Wounded —Capt. N. V. James, attd. R.F.A. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.Y.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 

Horace Jewell, Capt. a.v.c. 

1914,1915,1616,1917,1918 £5 5 0 
W. F. Maynard, Romsey 110 

Frederick C. O’Rorke Major a.v.c. 1 1 0 

John L. Orr, Strabane 110 

Previously acknowledged 889 10 5 


£897 18 5 


A judgment on the use of Motor Cars. 

In Ayr Sheriff Court, Sheriff-Substitute Broun gave 
his judgment in four cases against four well-known 
farmers, all in the parish of Kirkoswald, near Maybole, 
charged with having used petrol or petrol substitute on 
a journey between their farms and Ayr, for the purpose 
01 driving motor cars, contrary to the Motor Spirit (Con¬ 
solidation) and Gas Restriction Order, 1918. The de¬ 
fence was that the petrol was used for business pur¬ 
poses to enable them to attend Ayr market. One of the 
main contentions for the prosecution was that the 
respondents could motor from their farms to Maybole, 
the nBarest railway station, and thence get the train to 
Ayr, but the respondents contended that by travelling 
by motor they saved time in the morning and in the 
afternoon amounting to about three hours. 

In holding the respondents not guilty, the Sheriff- 
Substitute pointed out that the farmers only travelled 
once a week, and only maintained that they were en¬ 
titled to do so once a week. The time saved by the 
farmers was to be taken into account, and was very 


important. People on the land were asked to do all 
they could to increase food production, yet here were 
farmers losing valuable time if the prosecution suc¬ 
ceeded. By using the motor car the farmer was left 
unfettered as regarded time. There were unexpected 
accidents at farms, cattle and horses falling ill and 
requiring attention, and if the respondents were tied 
down to taking the train on all these occasions they 
could not look after them. It was not a very important 
point that the use of the motor car enabled them to do 
necessary shopping in Ayr, but possibly a farmer had to 
be there to get things he wanted to see first of all. If it 
had been a case of their going daily to Ayr he would 
possibly have given another decision, but in the whole 
circumstances it was reasonable that they should go by 
motor and not by train.- The Scottish Farmer. 


Personal. 

Capt. J. W. Riddoch, m.b., ch.b., r.a.m.c., who has 
been awarded the Military Cross, is the only son of Mr. 
John Riddoch, m.r.c.v.s., 7 Glengyle Terrace, Edinburgh, 
one of the Edinburgh veterinary officers. Capt. Riddoch 
was educated at George Watson’s College, ana is a gradu¬ 
ate of Edinburgh University. He has been three years 
in the East. 


OBITUARY. 

Thomas Skilton, m.r.c.v.s., Epsom. 

Graduated. Lond : March, 1880. 
Mr. Skilton died 5th July, 1918, aged 61. 


Argentina and the Export of Pedigree Stock. 

At the request of the Argentine Rural Society, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Argentine Republic 
has cabled to the Argentine Consul General in London 
stating that the tattoo marks on all pedigree animals 
shipped to Argentina must be very clear, otherwise 
exporters will experience difficulty in securing their 
entry in the Herd Book. 

Breeders, Veterinaries, and others interested in the 
exportation of pedigree livestock to Argentina should 
therefore see that the tattooing is as prolix as possible 
so that difficulty may be avoided on the other side. 

Argentine Consulate General, 

London. July 8th, 1918. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 
Mange. 1 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(ft) 

Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

« 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

( b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

<«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

| Out¬ 
breaks 

1 (ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended July 6 

Corresponding | 

weekin 1 ml ::: 

4 

4 



1 “ 

2j 49 

116 

1 

51 

30 

3 

6 I 
10 1 

4 

8 

11 


1 

1 

3 

1 

1 J 46 

7 1 30 

4 f 31 

70 

43 

49 

5 

1 

1 

41 

108 

107 

19 

111 

394 

Total for 27 weeks, 1918 .' 

Corresponding f 

period in \ ™ 

147 

165 



?! 

57 

3048 

5852 

245 

770 

290 

296 

324 

368 

340 

384 

412 

1 

24 

15 

30 

27 

27 

78 

44 

1630 

1506 

J 449 

3238 
3495 1 
! I960 

388 

178 

157 

1453 

2723 

2434 

628 

8196 

11171 


J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 9, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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The Membership. 

The examination returns now published enable 
us to form a close estimate of the rate of depletion 
of the qualified practitioners. The number of men 
who have passed the “ Final ” this month is shown 
as 32. In December last it was 31 = 63 for the 
year. The number of names in the obituary list of 
current Register is 108 for fifteen months, Jan. 30, 
1917 to April 30, 1918; or a rate of 86 for twelve 
months. It has been considered for some years 
past that the annual loss has been near about 80, 
which has usually been balanced by the number of 
entrants to the profession. The figures given show 
a difference-deficit of 23. It is certain that a 
proportion of the 32 men now joining will go to 
Army service; and that the number going to country 
practice will be smaller than ever. It is known 
that there are large districts at present without 
veterinary practitioners, that many practices have 
become derelict, and that in other districts men are 
working to the limit of their powers in the endea¬ 
vour to keep going the practice of their neighbour 
in his absonce on service. Possibly, as a profession, 
we are not worse off than others in this time of 
great endeavour. But the pass lists show that the 
deficiency in trained veterinarians cannot be made 
good for. at least, five years hence: and it may well 
be not for ten. 

About several diseases. 

The South Africa Report which we reprint in ab¬ 
stract. in common with many similar reports, con¬ 
tains little that is of direct use to men in general 
practice in Britain ; but reading it leisurely over a 
quiet pipe there are several items which set one 
thinking. It has been said that Africa has all the 
plagues of all the ages, and the diseases mentioned in 
this report, should surely suffice most veterinarians. 
But the few with which we are too familiar present 
themselves under new conditions. Tuberculosis— 
an imported disease, in the herds tested shows per¬ 
centages of 2 92 : 5 88 : /3 7 : 18 0, and in imports 
3/>. 1’nderstaffed as they are at present, “very 
little progress can be made.” Can we, with our 
heavily infected stock and confined areas, hope to 
Bbow better results ? 

Again, “ anthrax is responsible for more losses 
than the rest of the contagious diseases combined, 
except East Coast Fever: is spreading rapidly: a 
serious menace to human and animal life.” And 
there is the inevitable history of carelessness. There 
is enough of that in this country, though the recent 
decrease has been attributed to the reduced import 
ation of hone meal and other infected material. But, 
considering the enormous vitality of spores, are our 
people yet sufficiently alive to the danger of its 
spread ? 


There is only one case of Swine Fever reported— 
and a doubtful one at that. What a contrast to the 
condition of Europe and N. America! One asks, 
What are the methods in use? Are the pigs 
grazed, or styed? Has American bacon not yet 
reached them; for some men hold strongly that 
rhind of bacon or ham may carry the infection—if 
fed from the waste tub, which plays such a part in 
the life of stye-fed pigs. Admittedly, pigs are in¬ 
discriminate feeders, but it appears that in S. Africa 
they can be cleanly fed. Why cannot we avoid 
feeding on material in which we know that decom¬ 
position is commencing, or infection may exist. 


The Symptomatology of Poisoning 
from Snake Bite in Cattle. 

Aldidge, having observed the death of a young 
bull from snake bite in Guinea, communicated the 
chief symptoms he noticed to the Central Society 
of Veterinary Medicine, which published the case 
in its bulletin for 1917. 

The first thing which was seen, and which caused 
snake bite to he thought of, was that the animal 
was down and it was impossible to raise him, and 
that the head was very extended upon the neck. 
Fever was present at that time. The bite was 
quickly found under the hairs of the lumbar region, 
to the left of the median line. The animal must 
have been bitten during the night, while sleeping, 
by a snake which had got into the building where 
he was. 

The following day, the symptoms seen the even¬ 
ing before were more marked. On the third day 
the appetite had completely disappeared ; but the 
animal showed great thirst. Dyspnea was present, 
the pulse was small, and the temperature was 
1009 0 F. On this day a fu'tid diarrhoea succeeded 
the constipation which had been observed on the 
preceding days, and tympany was present. The 
contraction of the neck was continued, and proved 
that the action of the poison was exercised princi¬ 
pally upon tho modulla and the nervous centres. 
All the locomotory muscles were contracted, especi¬ 
ally those of the hind limbs, which were completely 
rigid. The animal had fallen into almost complete 
somnolence. 

On the fourth day the temperature descended to 
99-1* F.; but the general condition remained the 
same. The animal died on the seventh day, in 
hypothermia. 

No local treatment was instituted; because, as 
anti-vonom serum was not available, local treat¬ 
ment was considered useless .—(Re vista dc Higiene 
y Saui (l ad IW liana a). 
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EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 

At & meeting of the Board of Examiners, held in 
London on July 8th, 1918, for the Written, and 
on July 9th fqr the Oral and Practical Examin¬ 
ations, the following gentlemen passed their Final 
Examination:— 


Jfr. H. fi. Allen 

Q. Barnett 

R. W. Down 
C. W. Heane 
T. H. Jones 


Mr. H. H. Leach 

J. McCunn 
D. E. MacRae 

K. S. Simpson 
W. A. Williams 


The following passed their Third Examination: 

Mr. R. Catmur * I Mr. P. Matthews 

T. J. Margarson | J. R. Pratt * 

The following passed their Second Examination : 

Mr. A. S. Canham I Mr. C. N. Thompson 

H. L. Hobson I 

The following 

Mr. A. M. Diesel 
G. Eaton * 

D. A. Gill t 
J. Heath 


their First Examination 

Mr. R. C. Holmes 
H. J. Loveless * 
R. G. Nurse 
H. Theiler 


EXAMINATIONS IN EDINBURGH. 
The following passed their Final Examination : 

Mr. R. L. Creery * Mr. J. Judge 

H. F- Downie J. McAllan 

J. K. Irvine J. R. Rider 

The following passed their Third Examination: 


Mr. D. Buchanan 
J. Davies * 

A. B. Hendry 
H. V. Hughes 


Mr. L. L. Jones * 
W. C. Miller * 
E. J. H. Sewell 


The following passed his Second Examination 
Mr. A. K. Cameron 

The following passed their First Examination: 


Mr. W. L. Downie 
K. S. Smythe 
F. E. Somer * 


Mr. G. B. Taylor 
W. Tweed 


EXAMINATIONS IN GLASGOW. 


EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 

The following passed their Final Examination ; 

Mr. J. T. Alcock Mr. A. J. Kelly 

S. Anderson W, E. Little 

C. A. Ewing * J. A. McCutcheon 

W. F. Fennelly B. S. Parkin 

T. Fitzpatrick W. L. Smyth * 

T. C. Hall D. P. White 

T. J. Hurley W. F. White 

T. Kelleber 

The following passed their Third Examination: 


Mr. P. J. Cooney 
D. J. Donnelly 
A. J. Devine 
P. J. J. Fourie * 

M. W. Henning * 

W. G. Jones t 

The following passed 

Mr. P. V. Byrne 

D. B. Colbert 
W. G. Emerson 
G. A. Evans 
W. R. Henry 

The following passed 

Mr. P. Carron 

S. W. DeVilliers * 

J. A. Flynn * 

A. G. Gordon 
M. A. Heffernan 

E. J. Hughes 
J. Hyde 
C. Lucey 


| Mr. P. C. McGowan 
A. McLean 
l T. F. Moran 
C. P. Neser t 
1 V. E. Stack 

1 

their Second Examination 

I Mr. P. McDonnell 
J. P. Nowlan 
I J. O’Keeffe 

R. J. Roe 

! J. F. Timoney 

their First Examination: 

I Mr. W. E. McDonald 
J. E. Mcllwaine * 
W. D. Morton * 

W. O’Callaghan * 

L. O’Dowd * 

M. J. Ryan * 

J. O. Schofielde 
J. Thompson 


Marked thus f passed with First Class Honours. 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOC 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
Preliminary Rejm't. 

Professional Fees. 

At the annual general meeting of the N.V.M.A., held 
at Red Lion Square, the following resolution was 
passed:— 

“That we send forward to the Branches for comment 
and criticism certain recommendations respecting night 
calls, percentage increase on existing fees; fees for insur¬ 
ance examination of horses for soundness, and castration; 
and payment for the use of the veterinary surgeon’s 
car.” 

The recommendations are as follow :— 


The following passed his Final Examination; 
Mr. A. L. Robertson 

The following passed their Third Examination : 
Mr. W. J. Leyshon * | Mr. J. Mason * 

The following passed his First Examination: 
Mr. W. McAlleer 

EXAMINATIONS IN LIVERPOOL. 

The following passed his Third Examination: 
Mr. C. V. Watkins 

The following passed his Seoond Examination: 
Mr. T. G. Sommerville 

The following passed their First Examination: 
Mr. W. J. Parry | Mr. F. H. Manley 


1. That there be a general increase on pre-war fees 
of “ not less than 25 %.” 

2. That double fees be charged for night work, com¬ 
mencing at 6 p.m. in winter and 8 p.m. in summer. 

3. That the minimum fee for examination for sound¬ 
ness should be one guinea ; and for castration 10/6. 

4. That the scale of fees previously recommended 
for Insursance Companies be not reduced, but increased 
25 %. 

5. That Government Offices and Public Bodies shall 
be requested to pay to Veterinary Surgeons using their 
own car or trap the same fees as they would have paid 
to the garage or livery stable for car or trap hire. 

It is hoped that Branches of the National will discuss 
these several matters and forward their comments, etc., 
for general discussion at the next meeting of the 
National V.M.A. 

Geo. H. Wooldridge, Acting Hon. Sec. 
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Annual Report, 1916-17, Veterinary Division, 
Dep. of Agric., Union of S. Africa. [Abridged.] 


In the absence of the Principal Veterinary Officer, in 
German East Africa on special duty in connection with 
the outbreak of Rinderpest in that country, I have the 
honour to submit a report on the work of the Veterinary 
Division during the year ended 31st March, 1917. 

East Coast Fever continues to take up moat of the 
time of the officers of this Division. Taking the Union 
as a whole, the position has improved, but taking the 
Provinces individually, I am sorry to have to report 
that the outlook is not too bright. 

Cape Province is in the fortunate position of having 
no fresh outbreaks during the year. There remain only 
two areas under quarantine in the Komgha District- 
and, as no cases of this disease have occurred in this 
district since May last, I think we can safely look for* 
ward to shortly releasing these areas. The existence of 
the disease in the bordering Transkeian districts still 
remains a source of anxiety. 

Transvaal.—Although the number of outbreaks is 
eleven less than last year, the position is rather disap¬ 
pointing, as the disease has developed alarmingly m the 
Pietersburg district, where it was considered it was well 
under control: there were twelve fresh outbreaks There 
were also eight new outbreaks in the Barberton District, 
but this is a district in which the topographical nature 
makes the task of combating the disease a difficult one. 

There is no doubt that the spread of the disease in the 
Pietersburg district is entirely due to the lack of co¬ 
operation on the part of the fanners. It is evident that 
two very serious outbreaks had been hidden from the 
authorities for some considerable time. A further out¬ 
break was discovered at Zoetfontein, whose date of in¬ 


ception is quite obscure, as the owner, although not a 
thorough believer in dipping, dipped just sufficiently to 
check mortality. Yet another serious outbreak, whose 
presence was hidden as long as possible, was discovered at 
Waterval No. 211. Before these outbreaks were discov¬ 
ered, infection, through the medium of joint dipping and 
grazing, had spread to other farms, thus the efforts of 
the officers of this Department were entirely thwarted 
by lack of co-operation on the part of certain farmers. 
However, it is hoped that ? with measures now taken, 
the spread of the disease will be checked, and that with 
the help of the farmers^ who have realised the necessity 
for dealing with this disease with a firm band and have 
gone in for dipping tanks (the surest method of com¬ 
bating the disease), there will be an increased improve¬ 
ment in twelve months’ time and that the cattle industry 
will not be seriously interfered with. 

It is evident, from various public meetings which the 
officers of this division have attended, that the farmers 
are now firmly convinced of the advantages of dipping, 
and that they no longer look with favour upon concentra¬ 
tion and slaughter as a means eradicating the disease. 

In the Zoutpansburg district just one death has 
occurred, but, unfortunately, it keeps a large native 
area in quarantine. As a precautionary measure a large 
area has been placed under compulsory dipping. 

There have been eight fresh outbreaks in the Bar¬ 
berton District, but, as against this, twenty-four farms 
have been released from quarantine. Owing to the 
rugged nature of the country and the consequent diffi¬ 
culties in connection with the erection of tanks, concen¬ 
tration of cattle for the purpose of obtaining dipping 
facilities has been resorted to, and in a few cases where 
it was impossible to arrange for dipping, the surviving 
cattle were slaughtered off and the owners compensated. 

The reinfection of the Waterberg District is regret- 
able, but it is not considered there is much to be feared 
from this outbreak as, in spite of the fact that there are 
4*7 contacts, only one beast has, to date, succumbed. 
This very alight mortality is evidently due to the pre¬ 


cautions taken nine months previously in connection 
with the outbreak on Rietvlei on the Pietersburg side of 
the border, whereby the block of farms, in the centre of 
which this outbreak has occurred, was placed under a 
seven-day compulsory dipping order. 

In the Piet Retief District very good progress has 
been made, and this is entirely attributable to the fact 
that the district is now well provided with tanks. Dur¬ 
ing the year four farms were released from quarantine. 
We have, however, had one unfortunate setback on the 
farm Zendelings Post. The origin of this outbreak has 
not been discovered, but there is no doubt that had the 
owner continued dipping his cattle regularly after the 
first outbreak had been disclosed, he would not only 
have greatly reduced the mortality from the second out¬ 
break, but he might possibly have avoided a second out¬ 
break. Fortunately there has been no spread of the 
disease from this new centre af infection. 

The seven fresh outbreaks which occurred in the 
Carolina District were all more or less in the same 
neighbourhood. Owing to so few of the farms in this 
district being inhabited by Europeans, the matter of 
control is a difficult one, but a better supervision of the 
dipping is now ensured. A tank has been erected by 
the Government on the farm Steynsburg 91, and the 
cattle from several infected farms have been concen¬ 
trated thereon. On one farm, where no dipping facili¬ 
ties were available, the natives were ))ersuaded to 
slaughter off the whole of the infected herd. 

Natal.—It is to be regretted that the progress made 
towards eradication of tne disease in this Province is 
somewhat disappointing, but it is largely due to the fact 
that there are so many absentee landowners. 126 out¬ 
breaks occurred during the year, as against 91 in the 
previous year, and the unsatisfactory feature is that 
many of them had been in existence lor some consider¬ 
able time before they were detected, and were thus a 
means of spreading the disease far and wide. On the 
other hand, in a good few instances, the first case of the 
disease was diagnosed and the prompt adoption of three- 
day dipping and lianddressing had beneficial results. 

In a country like Natal, the difficulties of early diag¬ 
nosis with a disease of the nature of East Coast Fever 
are considerable, more especially when the farmer fails 
to do his part in assisting the officers of the Depart¬ 
ment. As the majority of cases in Natal do not come 
to light until they have been in existence for some time^ 
and consequently the adult brown tick is prevalent ana 
infected, five-day dipping is now enforced in preference 
to three-day dipping. Doubtless three-day dipping gives 
results in the hands of farmers who attend to all neces¬ 
sary details, but as a general practice five dipping gives 
better results, as, even if the dip is slightly below 
strength, there is still a chance of it retaining its tick- 
destroying properties, whereas the three-day dip slightly 
below strength is far too weak to ensure the result. In 
cither case handdressing is essential. As a further 
precaution, in case the quarantine is removed too early 
through the date of the last death being incorrectly 
reported, movements of cattle from recently released 
properties are only permitted provided the cattle can be 
kept under observation for thirty days on au approved 
property at their destination, special consideration 
being given to those cases in which the infection was 
slight; and for the present ox transport from these 
farms is only permitted where the to and fro movement 
can be permitted without outspanning off the owner’s 
property. 

The erection of tanks in Natal is proceeding apace, 
though considerable difficulty is experienced in the case 
of absentee landowners. It has been found necessary 
to stop, to a large extent, the holding of central public 
sales—a very necessary precaution that is generally 
[ borne in good part and looked upon as a necessary evil. 

I In one or two isolated cases the slaughter of the surviv- 



26 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July 20, igi8j~ 


ing cattle has been resorted to as a means of extermina¬ 
ting the disease. 

Considerable progress has been made in the Trans- 
keian Territories during the year and, as a consequence, 
the cattle are steadily increasing in numbers in the 
majority of districts. The natives generally are realis¬ 
ing the advantages of efficient dipping, and the Trans- 
keian General Council is exerting every effort to provide 
funds for the erection of as many tanks as possible. 
The sum of £10,000 is being placed on the Estimates for 
coming year for this purpose. The allotment of these 
tanks is being placed in the hands of this Division, and 
it is our intention to confine our attention to the dis¬ 
tricts on the border first, in order that we may have a 
belt of clean areas to act as a buffer for the adjoining 
districts of the Cape Proper and Natal. 

Return of Cattle Dipping Tanks. 

Province. 31 Mar., 1916 31 Mar., 1917. Constructing. 

Cape ... 1409 1449 5 

Transvaal ... 717 867 48 

Natal ... 3557 3946 

Transkei ... 638 673 14 

Orange Free State 128 157 16 


districts in the Transvaal, where anthrax is particularly 
prevalent the skinning and opening of the carcase of an 
animal which has died suddenly of disease is forbidden 
until such time as a blood smear has been taken and 
the examination thereof has proved that the animal has 
not died of anthrax. The advisability if applying this 
regulation to the whole of the Union is a point which 
will have to be considered. Various warnings and pam¬ 
phlets on this disease have been spread broadcast 
amongst the farmers and natives, in the English and 
Dutch and Native languages, but 1 am afraid the 
results are very disappointing. 

Glanders. 

With the exception of the Cape Province, this disease 
is not very prevalent in the Union. Glanders is the 
the usual war legacy, and the present war is no excep¬ 
tion, and accounts for the increase in the number of out¬ 
breaks in the Cape Province (40 as against 22 in 1915-16) 
where military horses and mules, sold after the German 
South-West Africa Campaign, were distributed. 

An epidemic of influenza affecting equines, a disease 
which conceals the symptoms of glanders, further abetted 
the spread of the disease. 


Tuberculosis. 

By the lack of funds and the shortage of staff the en¬ 
deavours of the Department to eradicate this disease 
are seriously handicapped, and until both these diffi¬ 
culties are overcome very little progress can be made. 
The question of increasing the amount of compensation 
payable under the Act has again been brought forward 
for discussion, but as yet no decision has been arrived 
at. 

In the four closed districts of Cape Province, 4695 
cattle were subjected to the test before removal to other 
districts, of which 137 reacted, and were destroyed, 
giving a percentage 2 92 reactors. 

In the Transvaal there were 18 outbreaks, as against 
13 during the previous year, in connection with which 
663 cattle were tested, and of which 39 reacted, and 
were destroyed. The number of outbreaks, however, 
is by no means a true reflex of the position of the 
Transvaal as regards the prevalence of the disease, as, 
with the means at our disposal, it is impossible to follow 
up the disease properly. 

In Natal four outbreaks were dealt with, in the course 
of which 1339 cattle were tested, and of these 75 proved 
to be infected, and were destroyed. 

Although several farmers in the Mount Currie Dis¬ 
trict were anxious to have their herds tested, with the 
very small staff operating in the Transkei it was not 
possible; only one herd was tested, with the result that 
47 reactors were discovered in a herd of 360. 

No outbreaks were dealt with in the Orange Free 
State. 

Owing to the war, the arrangements made for the 
application of the tuberculin test over sea’, in animals 
intended for import, have not been made use of; all 
imported cattle, as heretofore, were tested at the Ports. 
Of 455 cattle tested, 16 were found to be reactors, 
and destroyed—a percentage of 3*5. 


Equine scabies (mange). With the exception of the 
Cape and Transvaal, this disease is not very prevalent 
in the Union (92 and 17 outbreaks, respectively, with 11 
in other three provinces). In the Cape Province it is 
chiefly prevalent in three districts, most of the affected 
animals being donkeys owned by poor whites and 
coloured people. 

Epizootic lymphangitis is only slightly prevalent in 
the Union, chiefly in the Humansdorp district in the 
Cape Province. The most expedient, economic, and 
effective method of dealing with this disease is to 
destroy the affected animals. 

Contagious abortion is somewhat prevalent through¬ 
out the Union, and its eradication presents some diffi¬ 
culty, as the quarantine policy is. unfortunately, not one 
that attracts the co-operation ana support of the farmers 
in the detection of the disease. During the year 46 
cases have been reported, the agglutination test being 
applied in most cases. 

Tri/jxinosemiasis. Nine cases were reported in Natal 
during the year. The infected animals, 20 in number, 
were 14 cattle, 5 donkeys, and 1 mule. 

Swine fever. Only one outbreak was reported—in 
the Transvaal, and even in this solitary case, owing to 
the result thereof, there is an element of doubt as to 
whether the disease was really swine fever. 

Dourine. On account of the detection of a suspected 
outbreak of “ Dourine ” in the district of Herbert, Cape 
Province, this disease was added to the list of diseases 
scheduled under the Animal Diseases Act, in order that 
the Minister might have the necessary legal power to 
deal with animals suspected of being infected with it. 
Investigations are still proceeding in connection with 
the suspected outbreak in Herbert. It is a disease of 
considerable economic importance. Treatment is un¬ 
availing, and the destruction of the infected animals, 
with payment of compensation, is the only effective 
method of preventing its spread. ** 


Anthrax. 


NON-PROCLAIMED DISEASES. 


This disease is responsible for more losses amongst 
stock than the rest of the contagious diseases com¬ 
bined, with the exception of East Coast Fever, and 
judging from the number of outbreaks that have oc¬ 
curred within the Union this disease is spreading 
rapidly, and is becoming a serious menace both to 
human and animal life, and I am afraid its spread is 
chiefly due to negligence on the part of the farmers and 
natives—more especially the latter, who will not bury a 
carcase intact if it can possibly be avoided. In some 


Red waterReported spreading in some districts. 

Geeldikkop:—Owing to the drought, was not preva¬ 
lent this year, more especially in the Cape Province. 
Investigations as to the nature and course are still 
proceeding. 

Quarter EvilWas very prevalent in the Transvaal, 
and caused considerable loss. Inoculation was carried 
out, and the officers of the Division gave several inocu¬ 
lation demonstrations for the benefit of the farmers and 
natives with, it is considered, very good results. 
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Blue TongueLess severe, especially in the Cape 
Province, probably owing to the drought. Inoculation 
vas carried out to a great extent. 

Horaesickncss Caused heavy loss in the Transvaal. 
A large number of euuines were inoculated by the V.O., 
but, unfortunately, losses from a form of “staggers” 
ensued, and the method had to be stopped. 

Dunziekte In the Transkei, there was considerable 
mortality amongst equines. Investigations in connec¬ 
tion therewith by the Veterinary Research Division are 
proceeding. 

Mealie poisoning. In August last, in the Estcourt 
Division, Natal, serious illness and many deaths were 
reported amongst cattle which had been turned into 
mealie fields. A quantity of “mouldy” mealies were 
picked up on the fields and sent to the Allerton Labora¬ 
tory for experiments, with the result that it was defin¬ 
itely proved that “ mouldy ” mealies are poisonous. No 
medicinal treatment appears to be of any avail, but the 
farmer, of course, has the remedy in bis own hands— 
i.r., the removal of all such diseased mealies from the 
fields before the cattle are turned into them. 

ImfHjrtation qf Slaughter Cattle from the 
adjoinintj Territomes. 

During the year a Port ot Entry for stock was estab¬ 
lished at Liebig’s Drift, on the Rhodesian border, and 
at 31st March, 1917, 1561 cattle had passed through * 
11,856 were introduced via Mafeking, making a total of 
13,417 cattle from Rhodesia. From Swaziland 200 cattle 
have passed through the quarantine campon the border. 
30,072 were introduced from the Bechuanaland Protec¬ 
torate. A total of 43,689 into the Union during the 
year. 

ExjHjrt of Beef 

The administration of the regulations governing the 
meat exjjort trade has given the officers of this Division 
a great deal of extra work, and has taken up a lot of 
time, especially in Durban, where the whole time of one 
Veterinary Officer is devoted to it. During the year 
53,o70 carcases were examined, and 115,992 quarters 
were shipped. At Johannesburg, Bloemfontein, and 
Cape Town, where the slaughtering is carried out at the 
Munici(ial Abattoirs, the Municipal V.S. has been 
authorised to act as Govt. V.O. for purposes of the 
export regulations. But if, as is anticipated, applica¬ 
tions to have their abattoirs sanctioned for slaughtering 
for export are received from Municipalities who do not 
employ wliole-time Veterinary Surgeons, there is doubt 
as to whether it would be advisable to sanction such a 
course. The meat export trade is in its infancy, and 
every precaution should be taken to ensure it being 
placed on a sound basis— the quality of meat kept to a 
high standard, and the regulations strictly adhered to. 

Staff. 

The Division is still called upon to carry on its duties 
with a large percentage of Veterinary Officers away on 
active service. In addition to fifteen Veterinary Officers, 
twelve Stock Inspectors and East Coast Fever Officers 
are still with the forces. The Department was also un¬ 
fortunate to lose the services of Government Veterinary 
Officer Goulc, who had reached the pensionable age, and 
retired in February. 

With East Coast Fever taking up most of the time of 
the officers of the Division, their duties are somewhat 
trying, as it is more often thau otherwise their un¬ 
pleasant duty to impose somewhat irksome restrictions 
on farmers. The fact that it is their duty to look after 
the interests of the farming community as a whole, and 
not merely the interests of the individual farmer, is very 
rarely understood by the average farmer when he is 
called upon to suffer on account of the misfortunes, or 
perh s py negligence ef his neighbour. It is, therefore, 


greatly to the credit of the officers of the Division that 
they carry out their duties in such a creditable manner, 
and I take this opportunity of expressing the gratitude 
of the Principal V.O. and myself for their continuous 
devotion to their duties, and for their loyal support. I 
wish also to record this Division’s appreciation of the 
assistance always so willingly given to its officers by the 
Magistrates, Native Commissioners, and members of 
Police Force. 

J. D. Borthwick, Actg. P.V.O. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 


R. L. C. Forrest, Towcester £1 1 0 

James Gregg, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

C. A. Hutton, Capt. a.v.c. 1 1 0 

W. A. McDougall, Lt. Col. a.v.c., d.s.o. 110 
Joseph P. Railton, Builth Wells 110 

A. Richardson, Lieut, a.v.c. 1 1 0 

John C. Rowlands, Llanrhaiadr-yn 

Mochnant 1 1 0 

Frank Ware, I.C.V.D. Madras 1 1 0 


Previously acknowledged 889 10 5 

£897 18 5 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

War Office, July 12. 

The following are among the Decorations awarded by 
the Allied Powers at various dates to the British Forces 
for distinguished services rendered during the course of 
the campaign. The King has given unrestricted per¬ 
mission m all cases to wear the Decorations and medals 
in question 

Conferred by the Kino of thf. Belgians. 
Croix de Guerre. 

Temp. Major J. M. Dawson, M.c., a.v.c. 

Extracts from London OautU % 

War OrrioB, Whitehall, July ll. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

To be temp. Lt.W. L. J. Caron (June 1). 

July 13. 

Capt. T. Bone relinquishes the temp, rank of Muor on 
ceasing to be empld. as Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Serve. 
(Jan. 25). 

Capt. T. Bone to be actg. Major whilst holding a special 
appfc. (Feb. 9). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

July 17. 

Capt. P. J. Simpson to be acting Maj. whilst comdg. a 
Veterinary Hospital (June 20). 

Canadian A.V.C. 

July 13. 

Dep. Asst Dir. of Vety. Servs.:—Temp. Capt. W. G. 
S ted man, vice M^j. (temp. Lieut.-Col.) C. E. Edgett 
(May 29). 

Record Prices for Rams. At the Merino sheep 
sale at Sydney, N.S.W., following on the record price of 
2500 guineas paid on Monday, 1st inst., for a stud ram, 
another record Merino ram has fetched 3000 guineas.— 
Reuter. 
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Capt. H. Leenev intimates that he has received an 
enquiry (Post Card) from Winchester, but without the 
writer's signature. 


OBITUARY. 

Clement Stephenson, f.r.c.v.s., d.sc., Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. Graduated. Lond : March, April, 1856. 

Dr. [Clement Stephenson died in Newcastle on Mon¬ 
day, 15th inst, aged 86: he had been in failing health 
for some little time. He was one of the first group of 
Fellows, elected in February, 1877, on the creation of 
the Fellowship Degree by the Charter of 1876, and 
served as Vice-president K.C.V.S. in 1888. 

His first public work of note was the stamping out of 
the cattle plague in Newcastle in 1865. In 1877 he was 
appointed Chief Inspector of Cattle for Northumberland. 

In 1880 he retired from practice and turned his atten- 
tion to stock-breeding, and from that time till recent 
won championships at all the principal shows for his 
Black-polled cattle—the Aberdeen-Angus. At the 
M Royal,” in 1887, he took many prizes. 

Dr. Stephenson took a great interest in agricultural 
education, and made a gift of £5000 for the purpose to 
Armstrong College, which conferred on him the degree 
of D.C.L. He was unmarried. 


The late Cap*. A. R. Routledge. 

Capt. Routledge, f.r.c.v.8., one of the best known 
veterinary surgeons in the wide and important agricul¬ 
tural area of North-east Lincolnshire, was the son of Mr. 
James Routledge, j.p., of Jarrow, Newcastle-on-Tvne; 
he was educated at Kopies Grammar School, Durham, 
and graduated at the Dick College, Edin., in May, 1895, 
winning a second FitzWygram prize. He took the 
Fellowship R.C.V.S. in May, 1903, and in 1906 succeeded 
Mr. G. H. Kitchin in the extensive practice formerly 
conducted by Mr. J. Brodie Gresswell, f.r.c.v.s. Mr. 
Routledge speedily took a prominent position in the 
County, and held inspectorships under the B. of A. and 
Lindsey O.C., he acted as Veterinary Surgeon to the 
Lincolnshire Agricultural Society: was also Examiner 
to the Worshipful Company of Farriers. 

Immediately war broke out he joined the Army (T.F). 
and commenced his military duties on August 9tn, 1914, 
at first attached to the Sherwood Rangers. Later, he 
was in command of the Veterinary Hospital at Bury St. 
Edmunds, East Anglian Division, and also at Hunt¬ 
ingdon. In France he was kicked by a mule, and the 
injury to his knee necessitated remaining in hospital 
there for a time. After a period of rest at home, he was 
sent to York for light duty; and from there to the 3rd 
Northern General Hospital, Leeds. From here, in April, 
he was invalided out of the Army, “ through ill-health 
contracted on active service,” and then resumed practice 
in Lincolnshire. The respect of his fellow-townsmen 
was shown by his election to the Louth Town Council 
soon after his return to practice. 

The funeral took place ou Monday, 1st inst., there 
was a large attendance. Amongst those present at the 
church and at the graveside were Major Maclean, repre¬ 
senting Gen. C. B. Westmacott, a.d.c., Capt. F. J. M. 
Ingoldby, officially representing headquarters staff, Capt. 
Somers, representing Army Veterinary Corps, and six 
captains acted as bearers; the Mayor, members of the 
Town Council and the principal officials; Dr. A. Gress¬ 
well, Mr. F. B. Eve, f.r.cv.s., and, with the private 
mourners, Mr. W. Willis, m.r.c.v.s. Striking evidence 
of the extent of his practice, and the esteem in which he 
was held for his geniality and skill, was furnished by 
the attendance of all the leading fanners in North-east 
Lincolnshire. 

The floral tributes were very numerous, including one 
from the Officers, N.C.Os. and men of the East Anglian 
Veterinary Hospital, Huntingdon. 
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Cows, Cowhouses, axd Milk. By G. Matill, m.r.c.y.s 
Beoond Edition, revised and enlarged. Pp. viij + 136. 
Price 3/6 net. (Bailli&re, Tindall, A Cox, 8 Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden, London. 1918). 

We reviewed this little book when it first appeared ; 
and the second edition does not call for a lengthy notice. 
Four new chapters have been added, and some revision 
and re writing taken place ; bnt the work remains sub¬ 
stantially the same, it is a useful popular handbook 
upon the more essential points regarding cows, their 
treatment, milk, and milk-production, and will be help¬ 
ful both to farmers and dairymen who have not yet 
assimilated the modern teaching in the subjects, and 
those who are taking them up with little previous 
knowledge. Its main use to the veterinary surgeon and 
to the really instructed stockowner is for recommenda¬ 
tion to subordinates and others who have still much 
elementary matter to learn. The author suggests in his 
preface that after the war “ there may be an accession 
of men to the land desiring to try their hand at cow¬ 
keeping,” and expressing the hope that the book will 
be specially useful to them. Doubtless it will; for many 
such men will find Buch a volume the best preparation 
for a more advanced one. Considering its distinctly 
increased size and the present conditions, its price of 
3 6 nett compares very favourably indeed with the 
2 6 nett of the first edition. 

W. R. C. 


“SNAIL POULTICE.” 

The other day I was asked to see a cow which, I was 
told, had stepped on a piece of glass and had a nasty 
cut between the claws. I found the cow out in a field, 
and very lame, with a piece of rag tied round her f^ot. 
1 proceeded to examine the foot, and when removing 
the rag the owner (a woman) said, “That’s a snail poul¬ 
tice. I have been treating tier with it for three weeks, 
and as she was not getting bettor I thought it was time 
for someone to see her.” 

When toe bandage was removed I found, wedged be¬ 
tween the claws, two or three snails, which 1 scraped 
out with a blunt knife. As I was not asked whetner 
“snail poultice ” was any good I did not comment upon 
the u wonderful treatment; ” and, besides, 1 bad been 
told that 44 mother had great faith in snail poultice.” 

Cornwall. Country Practitioner. 


Prevalence of Parasitic Mange. 

At Samford Sessions, on Tuesday, 9th inet., John 
Lait, farmer, Holbrook, was charged with failing to give 
notice of a horse being affected with parasitic mange. 

Mr. Henry Phillips, veterinary surgeon, stated that 
00 June 14th be visited the defendant’s premises and 
discovered a bay cart gelding suffering from parasitic 
mange. Defendant, when informed of the fact, said he 
did not know the horse bad mange, although he was 
aware it had skin trouble. 

Defendant pleaded not guilty, stating that be had 
never had a case of the |^ind before, and was quite un¬ 
aware that the horse was diseased. 

A fine of 30s. was imposed, and defendant was advised 
by the Magistrates in futnre to communicate with the 
authorities at once, or the consequences would be very 
aerioua. 

William Siinson, veterinary surgeon, of Langb&m, 
Essex, was charged with a similar offence in respect of 
the same animal, and pleaded guilty. After Mr. Phillips 
had given evidence, defendant was fined £3. 


Assistant Chief Constable Staunton informed the 
Bench that the number of outbreaks of parasitic mange 
notified for the 2G weeks of the present year was 2999, 
double that of the similar period of last year. It was 
most important that such cases should be reported.^ 
East Anylian Daily Times. 


The origin of the Percheron. 

The following contribution to the history of the Per¬ 
cheron breed is by Leon van Meldert, of Crosby, Harris 
County, Texas, in the form of a letter to the Live Stock 
Journal :— 

“ From reading your paper I must conclude that in 
England you begin to believe that the Percheron horse 
of France has an Arabian origin. Since this opinion 
was pointed out to me some years ago I have been 
investigating the case, and I have found that the facts 
are quite different. 

It was around 1887 lhat here in America the pub 
lisherof the Percheron Stud Books gave out the opinion 
that Jean le Blanc, an old-tiine Percheron stallion, was 
a descendant of Gallipoli. My investigations show that 
Gallipoli was a Persian stallion, a grey, born in 1803, 
imported into France in 1813, and who lived till 1821. 
He may have been an Arabian, but this is only an 
opinion. 

The Percheron horse of France was not existing 
when Husard p£re wrote the book, 1 Des Haras Domes- 
tiques en France,’ in 1818. In that book Husard is 
describing every French breed of horses, and he does 
not mention the Percheron horse, which became known 
only when the omnibuses of Paris began to use a grey 
horse bred in the Perche, Picardy, Flanders, and Poitou, 
and this horse became one with a real good reputation 
around 1848. Those who wrote about him from that 
time were Charles de Soudeval, Ephrira Houel, Charles 
du Hays, Napoleon de Saint Albin, Eugene Gayot, and 
Andre Sanson. 

Charles de Sourdeval says that the Percheron breed 
has had all its good qualities from a hay stallion coming 
from the Cotes du Nord. This stallion was Young 
Rattler, by Old Rattler and a snap mare. He had been 
imported in 1820 to France, by M. Wollaston, who had 
a stud farm at the Chateau de Crenan, near Quintin, 
Cotes du Nord. This horse was born in 1811, and lived 
till 1836. 

This Young Rattler bad a great many sons, all dapple 
greys, who were standing in Normandy and Percne, 
among them Regrette, Antenor, Malplaquet, Meriadec, 
Pegase, Young Antenor, Eminence, Mortagne, Oxigene, 
Envie, Francois I., Heliotroi#*, Oscar, Birmingham, 
Gorlitz, Herbouville, lHysse, Flihustier, Opicrinus. 

According to Ephrim Houel, the importation of 
Sandy in tne Percne made a noted improvement to 
the breed. This Sandy was a grey stallion coming from 
England, and he was the sire of two extra good stallions, 
Conquerant and Sandy. 

Another English stallion, Pretender (1829 1842), had 
a grey son, Omar, who wss standing in the Perche. 
And then another Pretender, born also in England, in 
1869, and standing in France from 1865 to 1881, sired 
the greys Orison, Ardoise, and Croquelicot, who were 
also used in the Perche country. 

The Norfolk Phenomenon, born in England in 1845, 
and used in France from 1851 to 1872, had a grey son, 
Ohligeant, who was also used in the Perche district. 

The Percheron horse owes, then, most of his qualities 
to the Hackney breed of England. 'This is absolutely 
sure, as the proofs are given here, but nothing shows 
that there is any relation between tbe Persian Rtallion 
Gallipoli and the actual Percheron horse of France and 
America. 
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Charles du Hays did not say that the Percheron 
horse was descended from the Arabian horse. He wrote 
‘ He has that beautiful grey robe of the Oriental horse.’ 
Nothing more. 

Eugene Gayot, who has been the most prolific writer 
on French horses during the nineteenth century, does 
not give an Arabian origin to the Percheron horse. His 
opinion is that the Perche country was the sole factor 
able to make a percheron horse, even if the colts were 
imported from the Cotentin, the Vendee, and the Poitou. 
‘Bretons, Boulonneses, Bourbourians, Flemish, Cauchois, 
Picards, etc., are becoming Percherons under the climate 
and conditions of the Perche’ (‘Les Chevaux de Traite 
Fran ais,’ pages 224 and 225). 

If England wants now to make a cart horse that is 
able to trot , the foundation stock should be the English 
Hackney sire crossed on draught mares. By selection 
and feeding the Hackney horse could be turned faster 
nto a light draught horse than any stock coming from 
Arabian studs. In Belgium around 1885 1890 the best 


light draught horses, named Ardennese, were made by 
using a Belgian horse on a Hackney mare. The Belgian 
horse himself is only an overgrown Hackney ; he has 
the same points, the same action, but he weighs 700 lb 
more. Here in America I have been able to make some 
kind of a Hackney by crossing Belgian horses on Texas 
native mares. This is proof that the Hackney must 
have been used in the creation of the Belgian horse, 
and if he can make such a heavy horse he must be able 
to make a lighter one—t.e., a cart horse that is able to 
trot” 


Pigs and Tubercular infection. 

The Bureau of Animal Industry, U.S.A., has concluded 
after a series of investigations, that “The exposure of 
pigs to the fieces of tuberculous c .ttle is a much more 
certain cause of their infection than their exposure to 
milk from tuberculous cows or to pigs infected with 
tuberculosis.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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30 

30 
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53 
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85 

96 
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22 

60 
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1 

24 

15 

31 

29 

27 

83 

47 

1662 

1536 

♦479 

3292 

3549 

♦1034 
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2808 

2535 

647 

8261 

11488 


1 The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 waR suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed. ( b ) Reported by Local Authorities t Counties affected, animals attacked :—London 1, York, W. Riding 2 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 16, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, July 1,1918. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), .Dublin, July 8, 1918 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The State and the Profession. 

For a considerable portion of its history, the 
veterinary profession received very little recognition 
from the State of its economic value to the nation. 
At a time when Continental States had established 
efficient and well-equipped veterinary departments 
and were using them, the only assistance to the 
profession in this country was the subsidy of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England to the London 
teaching college. From the earliest days tbe army 
had required men, and in the days of the cattle 
plague— in the “sixties” of last century—the Gov¬ 
ernment discovered the existence of the profession ; 
but both before, and for more than a quarter of a 
century since that time, the civil side of the pro¬ 
fession has had little help and but scant encourage¬ 
ment from the State. Five or six years ago there 
were signs that this period of neglect was passing 
away, and that the profession was beginning to 
assume its proper position as an asset to the State: 
and in the last twelve months there is additional 
evidence pointing in the same direction. 

That this has shown largely in military matters 
was inevitable; but it has been more noticeable in 
connection with veterinary work in civil life. Speak¬ 
ing generally, the War Office has treated veterinary 
surgeons no better and no worse than it is accus¬ 
tomed to treat other professional men whoso aid it 
requires. On the other hand, the actions of other 
Government Departments have shown some appre¬ 
ciation of the essential part that veterinary surgeons 
are playing in conserving the national resources, 
and a readiness to assist their work in various 
ways. 

The two news extracts which we print this week 
show that Parliamentary use is made of some veter¬ 
inary work, and the announcement that “the cause 
and method of spread of Louping-ill ” has been 
worked out at the new Board of Agriculture Labor¬ 
atory at Addlestone is an asset to the Board. The 
decision not to call up veterinary surgeons under 
the Man-Power Act showed recognition of the fact 
that the few veterinary surgeons still left in the 
country have become indispensable for the care of 
our livestock. Along with this, several departmental 
decisions have greatly facilitated veterinary work. 
The concessions to veterinary surgeons using motor 
cars, the special facilities accorded in the purchaso 
of certain controlled medicaments, and the inclusion 
of veterinary surgeons among the persons entitled 
to supplementary rations, are all cases in point. 
Had the same circumstances arisen twenty or thirty | 
years ago, it is certain that our position would have 
been different. 

Much of this is due to tbe vigilance and ability 


with which the chief representatives of the Counoil 
have furthered our just claims. Much also prob¬ 
ably arises from the present national conditions and 
prospects, and from the growing appreciation by 
the Government of the economic value of veterinary 
work. Our flocks and herds have never been so 
precious to us as to-day; and the experience of 
recent years has shown us how greatly veterinary 
science can aid in preserving them. The continued 
calling up of our students for general army service 
lies with the military authorities. How this must 
certainly affect the Bupply of veterinary surgeons 
for years to come is sufliciently evident—as pointed 
out in this column last week. For years past the 
number of graduates has not been more than suffi¬ 
cient to meet the requirements, and every man who 
is worth his salt has found employment readily. 
But if the action of the recruiting authority con¬ 
tinues the number of qualified men will inevitably 
fall short of the minimum to meet the nation's 
needs. 

A case of Hydrarqic Alopecia in a Horse. 

C. Lerena records this case in the Reime de la 
SoctdU de Mddecine Vcttrinaire de Buenos Aires for 
1917. A black horse, in good condition and with 
no history of disease, presented a hyperplasia of 
the left hock, probably due to a traumatism. 
Lerena applied a friction of biniodide of mercury 
ointment, which was repeated seven days later. 
At the end of some time the horse lost his coat, 
remaining completely depilated. No symptoms 
of hydrargism were presented; and an examination 
of the urine for mercury gave a negative result. 
The latter fact is explained by the small quantity 
of mercury which could have been absorbed, 
and by the time which had elapsed since its 
application. 

It is difficult to understand how the mercury 
could have caused the depilation, in view of the 
minute quantity of it absorbed by so small a sur¬ 
face. Lerena thinks that perhaps an anaphylactic 
“ shock ” was produced in the patient after the 
second application of the mercury. 

Lerena believes that the diagnosis of hydrargic 
alopecia was confirmed by the fact that the horse 
grew a coat of hair without any treatment, and 
also because it was possible, by the examination of 
the skin and by the circumstance that the animal 
had been co-habiting with others, to absolutely 
exclude the possibility that the case might be one 
of ringworm. 

Lerena also states that, when a student, be 
treated a young ohestnut horse affected with 
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arthritis with repeated Motions of strong mercurial 
ointment on the carpal and tarsal joints, and in 
this case also falling off of the hair took place. 
From these facts, he deduces the following con¬ 
clusions:—There are subjects in which, from an 
idiosyncrasy, a single mercurial friction suffices to 
produce Hydrargic alopeoia. 

A veterinary surgeon, in a case of equine alopecia, 
should regard as an important point in diagnosis 
an enquiry as to whether the horse has previously 
undergone a mercurial treatment. 

Thh Intrapalpebral Mallein Test. 

Lanfranchi published an article upon this subject 
in II Modemo Zooiatro for 1917. The very large 
number of horses upon which he has practised this 
teBt has enabled him to observe facts which in 
certain directions rectify some ideas which he has 
expressed in former works. 

In 1915, Lanfranchi considered that a previous 
intrapalpebral mallein test did not influence suc¬ 
cessive 1 tests in either eyelid in the sense of modify¬ 
ing the reactional phenomena of general character; 
and he believed that the local phenomena were 
even made more evident. This is true in general; 
but Lanfranchi has observed that, in some animals, 
repeated tests in the same eyelid produce a more or 
lees accentuated sclerosis of the intrapalpebral con¬ 
nective tissue. This, in addition to tho greater re¬ 
sistance which the eyelid offers to the penetration 
of the needle, hinders the mallein from penetrating 
wholly into the thickness of the tissues. The result 
is to modify the local reactions, the appearance of 
which is delayed for periods varying in accordance 
with the extent of the sclerosis of the eyelid. More¬ 
over, the oedema which is produced is not sufficient 
in volume to permit a decision that the result is 
positive. 

These drawbacks are avoided by injecting the 
mallein into the upper eyelid whenever the tower 
one presents sclerosed connective tissue. The 
technique is the same; and the reactional pheno¬ 
mena are equally intense. 

Lanfranchi also refers to the question of the 
adaptation of the organism to mallein. At first he 
believed that the tissues involved by previous injec¬ 
tions did not lose their special affinity for mallein; 
and he has recorded the fact that Gal tier, in one 
month, was able to repeat the classic reaction 
eleven times in a glandered horse. This view also 
is true in general; but in practice Lanfranchi has 
observed that there are animals which have been 
subjected to previous injections which do not 
react if the injection is repeated before a certain 
time has -elapsed. Hence it is necessary to estab¬ 
lish a term within which it is possible to repeat the 
test without risk of diagnostic errors. Studies made 
with this object have led Lanfranchi to deduce that 
in certain animals the term may be fixed at seven 
or eight days, while in others it is necessary that 
eleven or twelve days should elapse. In view of 
this diversity, he thinks that when a negative intra¬ 
palpebral reaction is obtained in animals which 
have previously been submited to the test, and the 
exact time of the previous test cannot be ascer¬ 


tained, at least fifteen days should be allowed to 
pass before submitting them to a new injection. 
Without these precautions it is possible that horses 
may be considered healthy when in fact they are 
glandered.^—( Revista de Veterinaria de Espana). 

A METHOD OP RUPTUBINO OVARIAN CYSTS. 

Prof. L. Williams, ip the course of the olinical 
demonstration upon sterile cows which followed his 
paper on Contagious Abortion before the American 

V. M.A, last August (vide V.R. , Deo. 29, 1917, page 
260), demonstrated a modification in the method of 
rupturing ovarian cysts. He regards the common 
method of rupturing such cysts through the rectum 
as being, on the whole, very unsafe. A few cysts 
which are very thin-walled can be ruptured per 
rectum; but with the majority the procedure is 
dangerous. Williams prefers the following method, 
which requires the aid of a co-worker. He intro¬ 
duces his hand into the rectum, grasps the ovary, 
draws it backwards over the vagina, and holds it 
there. The cc-worker then inserts his hand ibto 
the vagina, grasps the ovary as it lies in Williams* 
hand, and ruptures the cyst from the vagina. Con¬ 
siderable force may be necessary to effect the rup¬ 
ture ; and therefore Williams prefers this method 
to the practice of exercising pressure from this 
rectum.— (Journal of the American V.M.A.) 

VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 

A Quarterly Meeting of the Council was held on 
Friday, July 5th, at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., 
when the following members were present:—Mr. S. H. 
Slocock, President, in the Chair; Messrs. E. Whitley 
Baker, G. A. Banham, W. F. Barrett, J. Dunstan, F. W. 
Garnett, P. J. Howard, J. Mcl. McCall, J. W. McIntosh, 

W. J. Mulvey; Sir S. Stockman ; Messrs. H. Sumner, 
W. J. Young; P. J. L. Kelland and F. Bullock, Hun. 
Secretaries. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
H. J. Dawes, F. L. Gooch, J. Ewing Johnston and 
T. S. Price. 

Constitution of Council. The Hon. Secretaries re¬ 
ported the constitution of the Council under the new 
Dye-laws as follows :— 

Representing the National Veterinary Association :— 
Dr. Bradley, Prof. Wooldridge. 
Central V.M.A. J. W. McIntosh. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. H. J. Dawes. 

Royal Counties V.M.A. J. Willett. 

Southern Counties V.M.A. The Secretary. * 

S. Durham <fe N. Yorks V.M.A. „ 

Western Counties V.M.A. „ 

Lincolnshire V.M.A. „ 

V.M.A. of Ireland 

N. Ireland V.M.A. J. Ewing Johnston 

D.A.T.I. V.O. Association The Secretary. * 

.Connaught V.M.A. „ 

National Vety. Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society, 
H. Sumner and S. H. Slocock.. 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

Sir J. McFadyean and W. J. Mulvey. 
Representing the Members of the Society:— 

G. A. Banham, F. L. Gooch, J. Mcl. McCall, 
A. Spicer, W. Jackson Young. 

* Notices of Meetings are sent to the Secretary in cases 
where the Association has not yet nominated a represent¬ 
ative. 
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Er ojRno — 

FresitJent—S. H. Slocock. 

Vice Fresblents —J. Dunstan, T. S. Price, 

K. C. Trigger, E. A. West. 

Trustees —Sir S. Stockman, F. VV. Garnett, 

W. F. Barrett. 

Hon. Stcs.— P. J. L. Kelland, F. Bullock. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
published were taken as read, and confirmed. 

EtjHjrt of Hon. Secretaries, Jfth A/oil, 19IS. 

Since tfie previous quarterly meeting our efforts have 
been mainly directed to the collection of subscriptions 
inarrear. There still remain, however, a number of 
outstanding subscriptions, and the number of new 
subscribers secured is very small. 

On the other hand, Donations have been received 
amounting in all to over £90, inclusive of the grants 
received from the Boltons Cinema. One of these Dona¬ 
tions is for £50 from a young graduate who desires to 
remain anonymous, an exceedingly generous and wel¬ 
come gift. Another sum of £10 came from a donor who 
is not a member of the profession, and who gives social 
directions as to the disposal of £5 of the amount, the gift 
again being anonymous. A further anonymous donation 
of £5 6s. was received from a member; and the Midland 
Counties V.M.A. has voted £10 10s. Several members 
of this Association have also taken collecting boxes. 
We should be grateful if the Secretaries of other 
Societies would bake boxes themselves and ask their 
members to do the same. Many veterinary surgeons 
are suggesting to clients, in cases where otherwise no 
charge would be made, to pay to the collecting box. 

We have also been gratified to learn from Mr. J. 
Hammond, of Bale, that his late father left a legacy of 
£100 to the Fund. The amount will be forwarded when 
the will has been proved. 

The following is a the list of new subscribers and 
donations received:— 


Mew Subscribers — 


P. J. Turner, OapL A.V.C. 

1 

0 

0 

W. Stothert, Major a.v.c. 

2 

2 

0 

W. J. Young (also Life Member) 
M. St. G. Giasse, Lt.-Col. a.v.c. 

1 

1 

0 

l 

2 

0 

Increased subscriptions — 

W. A. Hancock 

1 

1 

0 

T. Salusbury Price 

3 

3 

0 

E. W. Baker 

1 

1 

0 

Donations — 

Bolton’s Cinema 

Shipley’s Collecting Box 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

10 

10 

0 


7 

0 

10 

10 

0 

W. W. Smart 

1 

1 

0 

Anonymous 

Woodger A Broad 

10 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Mrs. Stuart 


10 

6 

W. W. Anonymous 

5 

5 

0 

“ Michael” 

50 

0 

0 


The donations will, of course have to be invested in 
accordance with bye-laws. 

With regard to investments, there was received in 
donations last year the sum of £135 13s. 6d. Of this 
we invested £100 in War Bonds, leaving £35 13s. 6d. to 
be dealt with. Since 1st January the sum of £145 0s. 3d. 
has been received in donations, making a total to date 
available for investment of £180 13s. 9d. The sum of 
£1<J0 13s. Ud. has been invested in the purchase of 
£183 7s. 4d. Consols, bringing our holding in Consols up 
to the round figure of £4000. There still remains, there¬ 
fore, the snm of £80 which must be invested in accord¬ 
ance with bye-laws. 

Our available balance for current relief is £70, which 
is only sufficient to carry us to the end of August. The 


outstanding subscriptions, even if they were all received, 
will not be uearly sufficient to meet our present calls to 
the eid of the year, and many of the cases on our books 
are really deserving an increase on the 10/- maximum 
we now pay. 

As the Council by its reconstitution is now fairly repre¬ 
sentative of the profession, we suggest that the members 
should he willing to act as local representatives of the 
Fund. Printing and paper cost so much in these days 
that it is really an extravagance to charge the Fund 
with the cost of a general appeal by circular, when 
probably better results could be obtained by friendly 
propaganda. As one of our members well says, “ft 
would do some of our non-subscribing members of the 
profession good if they could only see what 10/- a week 
means to some of the unfortunate one.” 


It was resolved That the report be approved, and 
that the heartiest thanks of the Council be conveyed to 
the donors. That a special vote of thanks be accorded 
to “ Michael ” for his very munificent gift. 

Cases. It was resolved to continue the grant in cases 
Nos. 10 and 11 at the rate of 10/- per week. 

Mr. Kelland reported the result of enquiries he had 
made in cases Nos. 22 and 24, and it was resolved:— 
(Case 22) That in view of the fact that the recipient is 
over 80 years of age and that one of her daughters is 
an invalid, the grant be increased to 15/- per week. 
(Case 24) That in view of the recipient’s ill-health, the 
grant be increased to 12/6 per week, and that the case 
be recommended to the favourable consideration of the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
Society. 

The Hon. Secretaries reported that recipient No. 37, 
a member of the College, suffering from au insurable 
disease, to whom a grant of 10/- per week had been 
paid, had died in Middlesex Hospital, m April. 

Dates of Meetiruj. It was resolved that tlie Quarterly 
Meetings of Council be held on the same dates as the 
Quarterly Meetings of Committees of the Koyal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 


MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATION, R.C.V.S. 

COKRKCTION. 

The two names, Mr. 11. V. Hughes aud Mr. L. L. Jones, 
who passed the Third examination (p. 18, last week’s 
issue) should appear under LiverjKjol instead of Edin¬ 
burgh : and that of Mr. C. V. Watkins under Edinburgh 
in place of Liverpool. 

it may be noted that as a matter of fact the students 
from Glasgow and Liverpool were examined at other 
centres—either London or Edinburgh. 


Abridged Report of the Chief Veterinary 
Surgeon, Southern Rhodesia, 1917. 

Ajrican Coast Fever. A fresh outbreak occurred on 
the farm Engwa, in the southern part of the Umtali 
district. The degree of infection was most intense—oat 
of 149 head involved only 37 remain There is no doubt 
that this outbreak was the result of a movement of 
cattle, under somewhat peculiar circumstances, from the 
southern part of Melsetter district two years previously, 
and that the existence of infection during this fieriod 
was masked by the use of a dipping tank. Fortunately 
the infected area was in a very isolated position, and no 
extension of infection took place. 

After over 11 years’ freedom from disease, an out¬ 
break occurred on the farm Lounton, Victoria District, 
situated in an isolated jjosition, away from any rn^in 
road or path, and over 100 miles from the nearest centre 
of infection. Shortly afterwards infection was discov- 
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ered amongst cattle on three immediately adjoining 
farms, and, after a lapse of several months, on two 
farms within a few miles and on the Victoria Common- 
age, about 25 miles distant. 

[There are reports of minor outbreaks in other four 
districts. Those given here show some of the problems 
concerned in preventive measures.] 

The number of fresh outbreaks during the year was 
13, with a mortality of 43 head, as compared with 20 
and 382 respectively for the previous year. 

Short interval dipping is one of the most effective 
methods at our disposal of dealing with Coast fever. 
“No ticks, no Coast fever,” is axiomatic, but under local 
conditions the former state is impossible of achieve¬ 
ment. The complete eradication of infection is poss¬ 
ible, however, ft has been eradicated from many dis¬ 
tricts in Rhodesia and the Union, and it can be eradi¬ 
cated from those in which it at present exists. I have 
no hesitation in saying that if every area carrying 
infected ticks could be accurately defined the disease 
would be eradicated within a period of two years by 
our present methods. It may well be asked why these 
areas cannot be so defined and dealt with. The reply 
is, to my mind, very simple. In the maiority of cases 
the disease has been in existence for several months 
(two years, in the Engwa case) before it is brought to 
our notice. Meantime infection has been disseminated, 
which may and frequently does not manifest itself for 
another extended period, and so the cycle goes on, with 
the result that we are generally at the Reels of the 
disease instead of in front of it. In dealing with the 
outbreaks, the known infected areas are a compara¬ 
tively simple proposition; the unknown and unsus¬ 
pected we cannot combat. To remedy this state of 
affairs universal compulsory effective dipping of cattle 
throughout the Territory has been proposed. Whilst 
the value of the proper use of the dipping tanks is fully 
recognised, it may be stated as a fact, and not as a 
matter of opinion, that weekly dipping, however effect¬ 
ively practised, will neither eradicate Coast fever nor 
prevent its spread. It is true that as ticks are reduced 
in numbers by dipping the chance of the disease being 
propagated and disseminated is correspondingly less¬ 
ened ; at the same time dipping may mask infection 
for an indefinite period and result in recrudescences on 
areas where it had been regarded as a thing of the past 
and in fresh outbreaks on previously clean areas. This 

g oint of view is clearly and concisely expressed in the 
upplementarv Report of the African Coast Fever Com¬ 
mittee as follows:—“Such dipping may prevent any 
noticeable number of deaths when Coast fever exists, 
yet cattle moved from such areas may, and have been 
the cause of carrying the infection with them.” 

These remarks are not to be taken as reflecting any 
doubt in the writer’s mind as to the value of dipping as 
a general prophylactic measure; they are simply in¬ 
tended to forestall the disappointment which is bound 
to result if a scheme of universal compulsory dipping 
at seven day intervals is relied upon for the eradication 
of Coast fever. 

Quarter-evil. The mortality from this disease, which 
began in November, 1916, persisted throughout the 
year in Matabeleland, a total of 133 deaths being re¬ 
ported. 

Anthrax . Three outbreaks occurred on farms in the 
Mazoe and Salisbury districts. The diseased carcases 
were cremated and the in-coniact animals, 615 head, 
vaccinated. The total mortality was nine head. 

Tuberculosis. Although no case of the disease came 
under the observation of the Department, several head 
of Rhodesian cattle showed tuberculosis lesionB on post¬ 
mortem inspection at the Johannesburg abattoirs. 

Contagious Abortion. The existence of infection was 
diagnosed in four herds. Unfortunately there is no 
satisfactory method of treatment capable of adaptation 


to local circumstances, but, as far as possible, infected 
animals are isolated, tne aborted fetuses destroyed and 
the farm or area involved placed in quarantine for an 
extended period. 

Fluke disease of Cattle. This affection appears to be 
increasing. During the drought a heavy mortality 
occurred in various districts. A few animals were 
treated with Extra*turn liquidum jHicis y B.P., with 
most promising results. 

Horse Sickness. The total mortality reported was 107 
head, mostly horses. As most of the mules in the 
country and a considerable number of horses have been 
immunised, and as many horses possess a certain degree 
of resistance from several years’ exposure to infection, 
this mortality indicates a very heavy infection during 
the season. 

Rinderpest. Early in the year reports were received 
from Veterinary Officer Hooper-Sharpe, attached to 
General Northey’s Column in East Africa, that as a 
result of the many movements of cattle caused by the 
military operations rinderpest infection was spreading 
towards the border of Northern Rhodesia. Full reports 
of the excellent work done by this officer, under the 
most trying and difficult conditions, have already been 
submitted. The magnitude of the work of dealing with 
rinderpest in such a large area and the menace to the 
whole of South Africa by the southward spread of 
infection were realised by all the Administrations con¬ 
cerned, and Mr. C. E. Gray, Principal Veterinary Officer 
of the U nion, was appointed Commissioner in charge of 
operations, and proceeded to East Africa with a staff of 
veterinary surgeons and complete equipment. The 
latest reports show that satisfactory progress has been 
made in combating the disease ana that there has been 
no further extension southward. 

J. M. Sinclair, Chief Vety. Surgeon. 


The foregoing outline of the work in Southern Rhod¬ 
esia for 1917 offers little of direct interest to the home 
practitioner. Rinderpest is a forgotten threat in this 
country and the note on the fight that the South African 
Veterinary Service are making against it in East Africa 
will not come home to the understanding of many prac¬ 
titioners here. 

African Coast Fever is probably more familiar—at 
any rate by name—to the younger members, and it bulks 
largely among the many problems to be faced in Africa. 
This is exemplified by the reports to hand of “Committee 
of Enquiry on African Coast Fever, Quarter Evil and 
Epizootic Diseases of Cattle.” Why this enquiry was 
instituted is not definitely stated, but there is evidence 
of differences and of dissatisfaction in, at least, a section 
of the farmers, in the remit to the Committee, which 
runs:— 

(1) To enquire into and report on the origin of and 
circumstances attending recent outbreaks of African 
Coast Fever. 

(2) enquire into and report on the adequacy of 
the measures taken hitherto to prevent and suppress 
African Coast Fever, and to suggest other measures. 

(3) enquire into and report on the circumstances 
attending the recent outbreaks of quarter-evil; and 

(4) consider measures for the control and prevention 
of epizootic diseases of cattle : 

Five gentlemen were appointed for the purpose, with 
a “ request that you, or any two or more of you, do, as 
soon as the same can conveniently be done, using all 
diligence, report to me your proceedings in writing.” 
And the necessary “ power to enquire of and concern¬ 
ing the premises by all other lawful ways and meanB 
whatsoever.” It is dated, Salisbury, 10th Aug., 1917. 

•It may be noted that no veterinarian is included— 
very possibly because the right men could not be spared 
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in this time of pressure. Their first meeting was held 
on 13 Aug. and their Report is dated 26 October, 1917, j 
signed by four of the members, and a Supplementary 
report, by the fifth member, dated 1st Dec. 

Obviously, charges (1) and (2) of the remit indicate 
the chief points of the trouble. 

The principal report is a fairly full one, and covers 19 
ptges of foolscap. It includes many subsidiary ques¬ 
tions not distinctly specified, but which are necessary 
for a full consideration of the question. The following 
extract is one of several similar, and gives some idea of 
the position. The whole report is of interest as a 
chapter in the history of the fight against a disease of 
cattle. 

“The outbreak at Melsetter was reported to the 
Veterinary Department in August, 1914. It occurred 
on t he farm Nooitgedacht, where no disease is known to 
have existed since 1904, and at a very considerable 
distance from the seat of a previous outbreak in 1912. 
The local Cattle Inspector diagnosed the disease as 
African Coast Fever, and took prompt action by insti¬ 
tuting temperature camps and removing healthy animals 
to clean veld. On the arrival of the necessary outfit, 
spraying was resorted to in the absence of a dipping 
tank. As soon as the Cattle Inspector’s diagnosis was 
confirmed by an examination of blood smears, a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon was despatched to take charge. The 
methods adopted resulted in a total cessation of mortality 
in a short time. The survivors of the herd were retained 
for some five months on clean veld. Thereafter they 
were allowed to return to infected ground, and disease 
again broke out among them. The owner of the cattle 
holds the Veterinary Department responsible for this 
movement. This is strenuously disputed by the latter. 
If it is desired to decide between this direct conflict of 
evidence by the assistance of surrounding circumstances, 
it might be said, on the one hand, that tne owner would 
not court disaster by removing his property to a danger¬ 
ous area, and on the other hand, that the veterinary 
officers who had taken pains to eliminate disease from 
the herd were not likely to subject it to inevitable re¬ 
infection. There is evidence that the owner maintained 
that the disease was gall-sickness, and threatened to 
shoot the officer in charge if he destroyed any of the 
cattle ; it is not, therefore, improbable that a person 
holding these views would see no risk in removing the 
animals on to infected veld. 

The outbreak at Nooitgedacht was followed by others, 
often at places widely separated, until 39 farms were in¬ 
fected by the middle of 1916. Many theories have been 
advanced as to the cause of this dissemination of 
disease. The veterinary surgeon now in charge bluntly 
attributes it to cattle straying, or illicitly moved, from 
infected veld. A large section of the local residents 
warmly resents this view, and ascribes the spread of the 
disease to the laxity of the veterinary staff and the 
carrying about of infected ticks on grass, hides, dogs, etc. 
Some regard the veterinary officers and police, with 
their retinues, as most likely to have carried ticks, and 
thereby the disease, from the infected areas in which 
they had been carrying out their duties. The veterinary 
surgeon, in response to the question why, if illicit move¬ 
ments took place, prosecutions did not follow, stated 
that although there was a moral certainty of such 
movements, it was impossible to secure legal proof, and 
instanced a case of a person giving him information of 
an illicit movement which he was unwilling to give in a 
court of law.” 

But the professional question to which the chief in¬ 
terest attaches is Compulsory short interval dipping for 
the whole country. The Supplementary report is mainly 
devoted to arguments in favour of this procedure : in¬ 
deed one might imagine that this reporter went to the 
Committee as the advocate of the Agricultural Union, 


with a creed that universal compulsory dipping is the 
one way necessary to rid the country of the disease. 

Against this it is contended that—whilst it is fully 
recognised that effective compulsory dipping is an ab¬ 
solute necessity in controlling the disease—dipping at 
seven days interval, which has since been provided for 
by an Ordinance, will not, and cannot, per se clear the 
country of the disease. The conclusion of Mr. Watkins- 
Pitchford, in his work on “ Dipping and Tick-destroying 
agents,” is clear on this. He says :— 

“Our knowledge of the disease East (African) Coast 
Fever and of the life history of the brown tick—the 
chief transmitter of the disease—shows clearly that if 
we are to make sure of destroying the tick—and with it 
its infectious germ—we must attack it during the brief 
space that it spends engorging itself upon the blood of 
its host, the ox, and if we fail to ensure its destruction 
during this brief interval it will, by its survival, involve 
us in the risk of the perpetuation and extension of the 
disease. If, therefore, we are to make sure that no tick 
is to survive, which once gains access to its host, our de¬ 
structive attacks must be so timed as to leave no interval 
during which a tick may engorge itself and—potent for 
further mischief—leave the body of its host. 

When we learn that a brown tick may complete one 
of its periods of attachment to its host in so short a 
period as three days—or even less—we shall see that 
our attacks (if we are to cut off all possibilities of 
escape) must be at correspondingly short intervals.” 

It is this “three-day feed” in the life cycle of the 
luphice 1 chains which makes the seven-day dipping in¬ 
terval sufficient to reduce the amount of infection, and, 
as they say, to “mask the disease.” And so long as this 
condition persists the disease will be existent in the 
country, since larvae and nympha? may become infected 
in three days, and are able to transmit the disease dur¬ 
ing the following stage of their cycle. Numerous in¬ 
stances have occurred in the field of outbreaks in herds 
which have been regularly dipped at seven-day intervals. 
Such outbreaks are usually easily dealt with, and as a 
rule with a very low mortality. 

Three-day dipping as a general preventive measure 
is, of course, not a workable proposition. 

The following sentences are findings of the Committee 
on the question of suppression and prevention—No. 2 of 
the remit 

“ The preponderance of evidence taken by the Com¬ 
mittee does not show that the system of dealing with 
outbreaks could be improved upon.” 

“The Veterinary Department claims that although it 
has not eradicated African Coast Fever, it has succeeded 
it keeping it in control, and points to the cleaning up of 
Matabelcland. and the comparatively small numberof 
deaths from the disease. The return furnished showing 
the number and distribution of outbreaks and the re¬ 
sulting mortality, bears out this claim.” 

“ As we are satisfied as to the efficiency of the methods 
resorted to for stamping out disease in the specific 
localities where it is detected, we have nothing to sug¬ 
gest in that direction. As to the prevention of the dis¬ 
ease, it has been already indicated that we consider that 
this can best be done by the destruction of the tick, and 
we believe that such destruction can for all practical 
purposes be gradually accomplished by the adoption of 
universal dipping.” 

And in a further report by two of the Committee 
who were deputed to confer with the authorities of 
the Union 8.A. in continuance of their enquiry, it is 
stated:— 

“We have carefully studied the methods adopted in 
the Union in dealing with actual outbreaks of disease 
and preventing its spread. It does not appear necessary 
to detail them here, as they are no better calculated to 
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accomplish their object than those at present in opera¬ 
tion in Rhodesia. Under the Union law, cattle illicitly 
moved are subject to destruction ; it is said that the 
application of this law has had a most marked effect in 
preventing illegal movements. It is doubtful whether 
the evil of such movements in Rhodesia requires such 
drastic action/’ < 

•There we must leave this interesting report for the 
present. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 

In the House of Commons, July 18th, 1918. 

Live Stock. 

Mr* * Prothkro: ... As to live stock, veterinary 
science has new got a magnificent laboratory equipped 
in Surrey, and 1 hope it will lead to a great advance. 
The' health of the live stock has been on the whole 
extremely good. There has been parasitic mange 
among horses, but there is a great reduction in sheep 
scab, and up to a few days ago 1 could have said a great 
reduction in swine fever, and that in spite of the fact 
that the Board early last year relaxed its regulations in 
order to encourage the upkeep of pigs. The numbers of 
the live stock in England ana Wales may be of interest 
to the Committee. I will compare the returns of 
June 4, 1916, and June 4, 1917, with the estimate for 
June 4, 1918. In the number of dairy cattle there was 
au increase in the present year on the figures of both the 
preceding years. The number of beef cattle over one 
year old shows a slight diminution on the figures of 

1917, but an increase on those of 1916, and that of all 
cattle under one year shows an increase over both 
periods. The total net result is a diminution of 27,000 
Lead of cattle on the figures of 1917 and an increase of 
330,000 on the pre-war period of 1914. The number of 
sheep shows a decline. This was mainly due to the 
disastrous kmbing season of 1917. It has already been 
partly counteracted by the more favourable season of 

1918. 

The pig population of the country declined last year 
very seriously from October onwards, but the decline 
has now been arrested. Individual land-owners have 
taken up the question of increasing the number of pigs 
with great vigour. In Gloucestershire, for instance, the 
hen. member for the Wilton division has been instru¬ 
mental in establishing 65 pig clubs. The Rural League 
has set up 130 in different parts of the country, and 
many agencies are working in the same direction. Were 
I quite sure of the supply of foodstuffs and its distri¬ 
bution, I should regara the situation as promising. 

July 22,1918. 

The Laboratory of the Board of Agriculture. 

Sir R. Winfrey, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Agriculture (Norfolk, S.W.), replying to Mr. 
Runciman regarding research work in animals’ diseases 
and the immunization of animals from native and 
tropical diseases, said:—I am glad to say that the Board’s 
laboratory at Addlestone, near Weybridge, is now 
practically completed, and that already several scientific 
investigations have been undertaken there. The chief 
of these are in regard to louping-ill and the poisoning 
of cattle by ragwort and by bracken. Useful results 
have been obtained in all of them, especially in regard 
to louping-ill, a disease which has for many years placed 
a heavy burden on sheep farmers in various parts of the 
United Kingdom. Its cause and the method of its 
spread have been discovered, and it seems quite possible 
that the remedial measures necessary will be such as 
can be casried out without the need for restrictions on 
the movement of sheep. 

As regards preventive medicines, the laboratory pre- 
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pares and sends out anti-swine fever serum at the rat 
of about 6000 doses per month, and anti-abortion 
vaccine at the rate of about 1700 doses per month. The 
best methods for immunizing British live stock against 
tropical diseases before export are also continuously 
under consideration, and I understand that good pro¬ 
gress has been made in this study. . ... 

The laboratory staff has beeu depleted by recruiting 
for the veterinary services of the Army, and it is feared 
that some of the work may have to be suspended if any 
further men are taken for military service. , I am of 
opinion that the laboratory, which, as the House may 
remember, owes its existence mainly to the efforts of my. 
right hon. friend, is doing excellent work, and, as regards 
the future, will play a considerable part in agricultural 
re-construction. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 


William Anderson, Keith £1 1 0 

F. G. Ashley, Dalston 110 

Francis A. Ball, Ormskirk 110 

Geo. L. Bradley, Lieut, a.v.c. 110 

John Arthur Brew, C&pt a.v.c. 110 

John Cameron, jun., Capt. A.V.C. l l 0 

Dr.W. H. Dairymple, Louisiana, U.S.A. 110 
John Bowden Garside, Lieut, a.v.c. 110 
David Hamilton, Ballina 110 

E. P. Hearne, Major a.v.c. 110 

Charles Holland, Capt. A.V.C. 110 

H. L. Jones, Beira, P.E.A. 110 

T. J. Lewis, Lieut, a.v.0. 110 

E. S. W. Peatt, Capt. a.v.c. . 110 

William Penhale^ Holsworthy 1 10 

Charles W. Perrin, Capt. A.v.c. 110 

John F. Rankin, Major a.v.c. 110 

Stewart R. Rippon, Capt A.v.c. 110 

W. L. Sheffield, Capt A.V.C. 110 

J. M. Smith, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

Guy Suttou, Major a.v.c. , 110 

Previously acknowledged 897 lb 5 


£920 19 5 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London OautU s 

War Office, Whitehall, July 19. 

* > < ' > 1 * if 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Capt J. Y. Bogue (t.f.) to be actg. Maj. whilst specially 
empld. (June 29}. 

To be temp. 1 Lieuts.L. Senecal (May 22): W. S. 
Grogan (May 28). 

July. 20. 

To be actg. Lt. Cols. whilst Asst Dirs. of Vety. Serve,;— 
Maj. E. J. Wadley, D4.0., Capt (temp* Maj.) E. W. 
Parks (t.f.), Capt (actg. Maj.) H. C. Jagger (tlf.) 
(Feb. 25); Temp. May. J. W. F. Brittlebank, c.m.g. 
(J une 29). 

Temp. Capt. J. MoC. Jamieson relinquishes his comma, 
on sect of ill-health contracted on active service, and 
is granted the hon. rank of Capt (July 21). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Hod. Lieut to be Hon. CaptJ 
McNaught (July 7). 
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July 22. 

Capt. A. E. Webber, from E. Africa Vety. Corps, to be 
temp. Capt (Jane 18). 

To be temp. Lts.:—S. C. McKee (May 22); H. H. Wolff 
(May 26); T. B. Doll (Jane 5). 

July 24. 

to be Miy.:—P. V. Beatty (Nov. 2, 1916. sen. from 
July 10,1915) (substituted for notification in Gazette, 
Jan. 17, 1917). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

July 18. 

(!&pt C. Drabble to be acting Major whilst comdg. a 
Veterinary Hospital (July 1). 

July 22. 

Capt P. S. Morgan to be acting Major whilst comdg. a 
Veterinary Hospital (July 1). 

July 23. 

Sec. Lt D O'Kell, from Lond. R., to be Lt. (July 24). 


The primary cause of Shook. 

In an article published under this title in the Medical 
Reconl for June 2nd, Dr. Fenton B. Turck has summar¬ 
ised his extensive observations on surgical shock, and 
has put forward a theory as to its causation. The start¬ 
ing point of the author’s theory is hiB belief that injured 
tiasne at once begins to undergo self-digestion, leading 
to the production of toxic albumins which when ab¬ 
sorbed are deadly poisons. He finds that the stomach, 
intestines, and liver are the organs most severely affected 
by these u shock poisons,” and that the nervous system 
is not primarily involved in shock. The possibility of 
producing immunity against shock forms a natural 
development of this conception, and the author holds 
that a high degree of immunity can be induced by in¬ 
jecting into an animal repeated and increasing doses of 
the homologous autolysed tissue. In the course of his 
experimental study of shock, Dr. Turck found that the 
intravenous injection of peptones brought about a con¬ 
dition of shock similar to that following on severe 
wounds or mechanical injury to the tissues ; the same 
condition was produced by the injection of Autolysed 
muscular tissue. In one series of experiments Dr. Turck 
strut off a Hmb by elastic ligatures from the general cir¬ 
culation and then mechanically injured the muscles 
peripheral to the ligature, thereby "liberating and dis¬ 
integrating cells” and permitting autolysis to occur. 
After a variable interval the elastic ligature was re¬ 
moved and the free autolysed cells and their products 
were allowed to enter the general circulation ; this pro¬ 
cedure promptly caused severe symptoms of shock. 
Shock also occurred if the autolysed muscle tissue was 
traneplaoted into another animal or if the extract of 
such tissue was injected into another animal. I)r. 
Torek’s work on the possibility of producing in man 
immunity against wound shock is still in progress, and 
obviously many difficulties have to be got over before 
the conclusions are-accepted. 


AnsBrobee in soil-infected wounds. 

In the course of work for Sir David Bruce’s Tetanus 
Committee, at the Bact. Lab., Dartford War Hospital, 
Mr. Heory Goodale, O. i/c., was able to collect evidence 
respecting anaerobes from a large number of cases. 
From these he states the followiug conclusions :— 

1. That ana*robes or their spores persist in the deep 
tissues around bone and in scars after wounds have 
healed, or when they are covered with healthy granula¬ 
tions that give nothing bnt staphylococci on culture. 


2. That anaerobes can find their way from an infected 
wound of the extremities to the serous cavities of the 
brain and pleura, and are found in these localities in 
connexion with meningitis and pleurisy. 

3. The anaMrobes are found in metastatic abscesses of 
the lung resembling in type the organisms found in the 
soil-infected wound of the patient, and the symptoms of 
these patients are those of general septicaemia. 

I have not entered into any speculations as to the 
precise way by which anaerobes find their way from one 
part of the body to another; it appears certain that 
they produce a substance that paralyses the polymor- 
phonocular leucocytes and inhibits phagocytosis, this 
being one of the factors which accounts for the rapid 
progress of acute bacillary gangrene.— The Lancet. 


Personal. 

From The London Gazette , 16th July. 

Master of Horses Office, 

Royal Mews, Buckingham Palace, 
12th July, 1918. 

The King has been graciously pleased to appoint Mr 
John Willett, M.B.C.V.S., to be an Honorary Veterinary 
Surgeon to His Majesty. 


Professor Gaiger had a successful meeting of sheep 
breeders at Inverness on Friday, 12th inst. The northern 
fiockmasters are keen on the investigation of diseases. 
The Inverness meeting was a good nit.— The Scottish 
Farmer . 


OBITUARY. 

William Jas. Johnson, m.r.c.v.s, Fountainville Av., 
Belfast Graduated, Glas : April, 1880. 

Mr. Johnson died 13th July, aged 58. 

Mr. Georgr Fowler, who practised as a Veterinary 
Surgeon in Aberdeen and subsequently in Glasgow, died 
on May 1st, aged 75 years. He took the H. k A. S. 
certificate in 1868. 


Evidence was furnished that British pedigree stock 
continue to bold high favour by the prices paid at the 
recent sale at Chicago of Shorthorns exerted from this 
country. The yearling bull Rodney, bred by Captain 
Jolliffe, of Newbus Grange, Darlington, was purchased 
by his exporter at the Birmingham Show and sale for 
1100 gns.; at Chicago he was sold to Mr. Black, of 
Mansfield, Ohio, for 4000 gns. 


It is stated that the seven-months-old Holstein bull, 
Champion Sylvia Johanna, was sold by auction on 
June 7th. last, at Milwaukee, Wis., for 106,000 dollars 
(£22,000). This calf was- bred at the Avondale Stock 
Farm, Brockville, Ontario, owned by Mr A. C. Hardy. 


Commenting on some recent big prices, the Lit*e Stock 
Journal ex presses the hope that there is some guarantee 
that the high prices which have been made this year are 
genuine, and are not faked merely to put ooe breed’s 
price records in front of the other. 
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“HARRY.” 

I was caught in Massachusetts, I was put aboard a train, 
And unloaded at a camp near Boston Bay, 

Then they tested me for glanders, and shoved me on a 
I was treated in a most alarming way. [boat, 

I was sick, and kicked, and bitten, I was fed on foreign 
The man who waited on me was a fool ; [food ; 

I didn’t understand it, or know the reason why ; 

But I always kept my end up—as a mule. 

[mud ; 

Then they landed me in England, and stood me in the 
I was home-sick for the blue-grass and the plains. 

They put iron on my feet, and iron in my mouth, 

And they loaded me with leather, and with chains ; 

I was chased with whip and rowel, until I learnt to pull, 
1 was hurt, yes, hurt and frightened something cruel; 

But through my education, as the humble friend of man, 
I guess I kept my end up—as a mule. 

[to-day, 

Then I found myself in Flanders—just three years ago 
I’ve worked ration dumps from “Wipers” to Peronne; 

I’ve been wounded twice, ami have had to leave my mob, 
But, I must say, I was treated “tres, tres bon.” 

Now I’m back at work again, yes, I’m going, thank you, 
My driver tells me I’m “a perfect fool.” [strong. 

He knows that, up the line, I’ll never let him down— 
That I’ll always keep my end up—as a mule. 


And when this war is over, and the Bosche is down and 
Will I see dear Massachusetts once again 1 [out, 
I guess I’m not a quitter, and I mean to see it through, 
But I’m longing for the old familiar plain. 

Yes, I mean to see the finish, if I don’t go “West” before. 

On our winning, well, I’ll bet the blinkin’ pool. 

When you catch him, just bring Kaiser Bill to groom me 
And I’ll surely keep my end up—as a mule. [once. 

“S.&S.” 

[The contributor who sends the foregoing, dated from 
a Vet. Hospital, says :—“Although it may not be quite 
the style of literature which you desire, we have hopes 
that it may at least cause a few moments relaxation to 
many country practitioners, after a strenuous day’s 
work.” 


Value of Milk Records. 

At the Annual General Meeting of The British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, held at 28 Russell Square, London, 
W.C., last month, a member drew attention to the great 
benefits he had derived from the introduction of a milk 
record for his herd. So greatly was he impressed with 
the value of milk records that he urged the Association 
to use its influence to make them more general, and 
would himself even go so far as to say that he thought 
it would be greatly to the benefit of this country if they 
were made compulsory. 

Several speakers confirmed the statement that whe re 
introduced they had been found of the utmost value. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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60 

47 

71 

2 

1 
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87 

82 
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69 
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22 

62 
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6051 
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24 

15 

32 
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57 

1096 

1565 

J 502 

3352 

3595 

J1105 

390 

178 

15S 

1543 

2895 

2617 

659 

8330 

11902 


1 The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(t) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked :—London 2 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 23, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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IRELAND. Week ended July 13 
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12 

45 
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3 
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1 

29 
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Corresponding period in j 1916 ... 

3 

7 

... 

... 

... 
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38 

232 

175 

1006 
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1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

40 

260 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, July 15,1918. 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Canine Practice. 

Many of us can remember the long neglect of 
canine practice by almost the whole of the pro¬ 
fession in the nineteenth century, and the subse¬ 
quent sudden popularisation amongst us. Some, 
stimulated by the success of a very few pioneers, 
took it up seriously before the advent of the motor; 
nearly all others did so afterwards. Many were 
forced to it by the loss in horse practico which the 
motor had caused them ; and plenty of practices 
would have ceased to exist without the addition of 
canine work. Canine practice was a veritable 
godsend to the profession at that time; but many 
who thankfully availed themselves of it must have 
wondered at their long neglect of a line of work so 
readily available. It had been lying ready for us 
for decades, and we had despised it. 

At present, it seems possible that some members 
may be te * pted to again slight canine practice. It 
is now less profitable than it used to be, and may 
not improve in that respect for a long time. A 
stronger and more worthy reason is that most of 
the few veterinary surgeons remaining in civil 
life, especially those in the country, are now fully 
occupied with patients of much greater national 
importance than dogs. The two reasons together 
may lead some to neglect their canine practice; 
but a wiser course would be to retain what they 
can of it. 

We are now called in to many animals whose 
value five years ago would not have justified veter¬ 
inary treatment; and we are too few for the work. 
Neither the present inflated value of live stock nor 
the paucity of country practitioners will last for 
ever. Agricultural practice will retain much of the 
importance it has gained in the last four years, and 
canine practice may never again be quite so lucra¬ 
tive as it once was, but the latter will always be a 
useful adjunct. It would be well, therefore, despite 
the stress of other work, to neglect it as little as 
possible. 

Canine work may again become indispensable to 
many practitioners; and in that case those who 
have continued it will follow it with better pro¬ 
spects than others who only take it up under 
compulsion. 

A Benefactor. 


Under the will of the late Mr. Clement Stephen¬ 
son, P.R.O.V.8., the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund benefits to the extent of £5000 free of legacy 
duty. The bequest is conditional on the Fund 
becoming Incorporate, and upon the benefits of the 
legacy being distributed in accordance with direc¬ 
tions given. We understand that the R.V. College 
at Camden Town also benefits under the will. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch.] 

An ordinary general meeting was held on Thursday, 
July 4, at 7 p.m., at 10 Red Lion Square; the President, 
Prof. O. H. Wooldridge, occupied the chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book :— 
Messrs. N. Almond, J. B. Buxton, W. R. Davis, A. E. 
Oostling, R. C. Irving, H. D. Jones, H. King, W. S. 
King, J. W. McIntosh, F. Q. Samson, S. H, Slocock, 
W. N. Thompson, F. W. Willett, W. Willis, and Hugh A. 
MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Minute #. On the motion of Mr. Slocock, supported 
by Mr. Irving, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read. 

Prof. Wooldridge called attention to the fact that, 
in accordance with the decision of Fellows, expressed at 
the previous meeting, he had forwarded the resolution 
then passed to the Director of National Service, and 
received his reply, regretting that he was unable to 
assent to the proposal. The correspondence had already 
been published in The Veterinary Record. Subsequent 
to that correspondence an alteration had been made, 
and the resolution submitted was accordingly found to 
be superHuous. A new Order bad been issued, exempt¬ 
ing veterinary surgeons between the ages of 43 and 50 
from being called up. 

Informal discussion took place, and the concensus of 
opinion on the part of Fellows was favourable to the 
action which the Central Veterinary Society had taken. 

Carre*f'owUnce. The Secretary stated that he had 
received a letter from Mr. J. Willett, regretting his 
inability to attend, and at the same time acknowledging 
the letter of sympathy which the Society had forwanied 
to him on the death of his wife. 

It was announced that a pamphlet had been received 
from the Agricultural Research institute at Pusa, India, 
bearing the title: “Experiments with Emulsions for 
protecting Camels against attacks of Blood socking 
Flies,” by H. K. Cross, m.r.c.v.8 ., etc. 

On the motion of Mr. Almond, supported by Mr. 
Thompson, the Secretary was asked to acknowledge the 
pamphlet, with thanks 

Morbid Specimens. 

Mr. H. I). Jones submitted a case of Keratoma. The 
horse had been lame for some time, and bad been sup- 
|w>sed to be lame from pyramidal disease. A posterior 
tibial neurectomy was carried out, and the horse worked 
sound for about two years. After the animal had been 
unnerved the keratoma was discovered. There was 
occasional suppuration accompanied by temporary lame¬ 
ness. An interesting point was the condition of the 
pedal bone — the large depression caused by the kera¬ 
toma. Finally the pedal bone fractured, and the animal 
had to be destroyed. These tumours were more fre¬ 
quent that is supposed ; they need careful searching 
for, and a large number of animals are lame from them. 
Extirpation is not always successful, the tumours fre¬ 
quently recur, and the animals often remain lame after 
removal. 

Mr. McTntosh remarked that he had had two cases 
of Keratoma to deal with qnite recently, and he had 
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operated successfully in both cases. The keratoma in 
each case was in the hind foot, a short way up from the 
toe. The method of removal was quite simple. He cut 
out a V shaped piece of horn—the point of the V being 
well above the keratoma—in one case extending to the 
coronary band, put on a “tip,” filled up the opening 
with dressing, and applied a blister round the coronet. 
After three months rest the animals were able to resume 
work. The horn is now perfectly sound, and there has 
been no recurrence of the growth. 

Mr. F. W. Willett recalled an instance that happened 
three years ago, in which the horse went to work a week 
or ten days after operation, and had been at work ever 
since; at all events, nothing more was heard of the 
case. He had not put a blister on the coronet—it was 
not necessary. 

The position of the keratoma in this case was in 
the region of the second heel nail hole on the inside of 
the off hind foot, which made it easy to relieve the 
pressure and lameness by applying a bar shoe. 

Prof. Wooldridge said that he had operated as Mr. 
McIntosh had done for the condition under discussion. 
He had grooved the hoof on each side of the keratoma, 
leaving a space at least half an inch wide of the latter, 
and had stripped the horn right at the front from the 
toe to the coronet top, and the cases had usually been 
quite successful. The animals had gone to work in a 
month or so, with the protection afforded by the bar 
bandage. A little pellicle of horn always grew over the 
sensitive structure right away. He feared he had only 
been able to keep the horses under observation about a 
year afterwards, during which time there had been no 
recurrence; whether anything had happened later he 
could not say. His experience, however, would justify 
him in repeating the procedure in future cases. After 
thinning the wall with a rasp, he made a groove through 
the horn down to the sensitive lamime, and underneath 
to the quick of the white line. He then took hold of 
the protruding horn with the pincers, and stripped up 
from the bottom to the top. He put on a bar shoe. 
There was a tendency to slight hypertrophy of the 
laminae, owing to release of pressure. This could be 
controlled to some extent by a tightly rolled pad of tow 
or wool bandaged firmly in. There was no need to wait 
for the horn to grow down before sending the horse to 
work ; the animal would have a groove down the front 
of the foot, but could work soundly. 

Mr. F. W. Willett introduced a case of rupture of 
the rectum in a mare in service. The mare was still 
living six weeks after the occurrence, and was seen by 
Mr. Slocock and himself just before it was destroyed. 
He had seen the mare three or four times, and had no 
idea of the rupture: being on grass, and the bowels 
relaxed, there was no indication of the trouble. The 
animal had fallen away considerably, and when the 
speaker first saw her sne had a slight discharge from 
the eyes and nose, which suggested a chill and debility. 
He bad watched her on one occasion for some time and 
noticed that she crouched now and then and lifted her 
hind legs as though in abdominal pain. He suggested to 
the owner that the mare was colicky, and enquired 
whether she bad been so before ; whereupon the owner 
stated that he had noticed the condition previously. 
The speaker then made a rectal examination and found 
the rupture. The owner then remembered that five or 
six weeks earlier the stallion which served the mare 
had penetrated the rectum. The owner stated, however, 
that there was very little bleeding. She was subseqently 
properly served, and nothing further thought of the 
matter ; the mare had continued to work. It would be 
seen that the peritoneal coats of the bowel were con¬ 
gested, and there were several abscesses. 

Prof. Wooldridge asked whether any Fellows had 
had experience of rupture of the rectum during proper 
service per vaginam. Such ruptures were said to occur 


in cases where the rectum was full of faeces. [Mr. Irving 
remarked that while he had heard of such cases, he had 
not met any]. 

Mr. Slocock could not believe that rupture would 
occur in service other than into the rectum. He had 
seen the mare referred to, in company with Mr. Willett. 
The mare was wasting, and he was willing to believe 
that six weeks before she -had been in quite big con¬ 
dition. The mare drank a little from the water trough, 
but showed no abdominal pain, or any symptoms attract¬ 
ing attention to that part. On passing his hand into 
the rectum, he found distinct stricture and evidence of 
rupture right at the roof, about a foot in. The faeces 
were semi-fluid. He did not know whether they might 
have strained through the small orifices by constriction. 
The mare then evinced considerable pain and crouched, 
but he believed the pains would only exist at times of 
defecation or attempted defecation. He assumed that 
the horse was not much bigger than the mare ; other¬ 
wise he did not think the rupture would have been so 
much at the roof. Had it not been for the distinct 
stricture of the intestine he would have thought there 
was a chance of recovery ; as it was she was useless. 
He did not accept the opinion that the responsibility 
rested with the owner of the stallion for improper 
service. 

General discussion ensued on the question of responsi¬ 
bility, Mr. Irving contending that proved negligence 
would entail this. Mr. Slocock argued that it was 
difficult to determine negligence, which might be at* 
tributable to the man with the mare or the man with 
the stallion ; the question was not one of control. Mr. 
Irving—A stallion entering the rectum of the mare 
would get twisted, and be out of coptrol. Prof. Wool¬ 
dridge said that, at the actual time of service, the 
passage of the penis should be observed by some com¬ 
petent person, and the provision of such an attendant 
was a responsibility of the owner of the horse. Mr. 
McIntosh believed Mr. Davis’s view to be correct. He 
further believed that in an action for improper service 
judgment went against the owner of the stallion. He 
thought the owner of the stallion would certainly be 
liable if improper service were proved ; such as service 
per rectum. Mr. Davis believed that in the case re¬ 
ferred to by himself and Mr. McIntosh the evidence 
showed that the service was correct, but rupture was 
caused by the presence of a mass of hard feces. In 
answer to Prof. Wooldridge Mr. Willett stated that 
the post-mortem revealed <no fetes in the peritoneal or 
lvic cavity ; the rupture was partial, not complete, 
ing only at the roof, a fact which kept the faeces from 
passing through the rent. 

ACNE AND IMPETIGO. 

By Prop. G. H. Wooldridge, r.v c., lond. 

These two diseases of the skin are included in tie 
term Ecthyma, which may be defined as a localised der¬ 
matitis characterised by the formation of pustules, which 
may be superficial in character, or deep-seated and result 
in some loss of structure. 

Acne, Pimples, Boils, Furuncultjs. 

Acne is a folliculitis of the skin, i.e., an inflammation 
of the hair follicles or the sebaceous glands, resulting 
in the formation of pustules. The lesions are circum¬ 
scribed and may be comparatively superficial as in 
pimples or they mav be deep-seated, involving the 
deeper structures of the skin. When the latter lesionB 
are single or isolated they are called boils ; when they 
are small and appear in crops they are called furuncles. 
Acne is generally due to the entrance of pyogenic organ¬ 
isms whioh have gained access through the orifices of 
the skin or into the hair follicles as the result of rub¬ 
bing. In fact it may be regarded as a “rubbed-in ” die- 
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' l '* met w i th nminl J r those parts 
°IJ h * wLlcf > »re exposed to rubbing by harness 
In t , hia Wtty il be -net with as a 
h^»h^ 'h^ !V l ™, D « le8 L bor8es - 11 may also be 

iSSiL 9 ^ thc chok,Dg np of the du<:ta 

.A I»»ctiMlly indistinguishable from acne may 

r ° Ugh .- Hb0,,t b u y bitin « fliea ' Another smaller 
pnstular eruption may be produced by the application 
«,~ n metimaments, such as iodine, tar, vaseline and 
other chemical irritants. In these instances the lesions 
^J & ,n OU8 y , dUe t ° ^hoking up of the glandular ducts, 
or to chemical irritation, or both. The lesion set up by 
the invasion of the skin by thc parasite demcxlex full] 
eu orum accompanied by staphylococci in any species is 
a form of acne. Acne appears to be more frequent in 
the spring and summer than in cold weather All 
a {*®' e . a of J nl “ a, « susceptible, but it is most fre- 
quently met with in horaes, sheep and dogs. 

lb , e l “ io . ns ,. ma y occur in any part of 
the body, but, as already indicated, they are most likely, 
in horses, to be met with under the collar, saddle, or 
along the sides, or at any place that may be rubbed by 
??* In i he d °«' “>? lesions arc frequent about 

“ e bead and under the abdomen, while in sheep they 
we principally found inside the elbows and thighs. 

In simple acne (pimples) the pustules are very small 
and rarely exceed the size of a lentil. If examined early 
Uie lesions may be felt as small elevations, which in a 
any or twe become pointed and contain a small amount 
of pus-hke material. They are usually numerous and 
wepainfal, but are not invariably so, and the skin 
tarrying them can be freely moved about over the sub¬ 
cutaneous tissues. 

In the more severe form (boils and furuncules) the 
ternoos are deeiier seated and may involve the whole 
rtructureof the skm. They are hot and painful, and 
tuirounded by a zone of hyperemia. The affected ani¬ 
mal resents manipulation of the part, and horses will 
entige away when the part is approached, even before it 
« touched. The lesion cannot usually be moved about 
» freely on the underlying structures. When mature 
it has a yellow point in the centre which bursts, giving 
exit to pus ; sometimes there is a small necrotic core 
At other times the painful lesion appears to subside 
without pointing or bursting (blind boil). Boils of fur- 
ancles under the collar in a horse may cause the animal 
to become a jibber. 

The duration of the lesions depends upon the depth 
of skin involved. In the superficial form it may only 
last a few days or a week, while in the deep seated form 
it may be two or three weeks before recovery occurs. 

I luring this time other lesions may crop up, so that the 
affection mav become prolonged. Healing in the deep- 
seated form leaves a more of less permanent mark which 
may be attended with loss of hair or a change in its 
colour. ° 

In folliculitis due to blocking of the sebaceous glands 
an accumulation of curdy material takes place and 
causes a local swelling, which may vary from the size of 
a pea to a pullet s egg. These are called sebaceous cysts, 
or comedones. The walls of these cysts may actually 
degenerate and calcify and are then easily dissected out. 

Except in very severe cases acne does not set up sys¬ 
temic symptoms. r J 

Cont&gdous Acne. A variety of acne in the horse is 
undoubtedly contagious and is due to the Prcisz 
Nocard It is often called American skin 

occurs two forms—superficial 
and deep. In the former the lesions are very numerous 
occurring chiefly on the shoulders and sides. They are 
very superficial, practically painless, and do not leave any 
permanent marking. There is a great disposition to 
spread all over the surface of the body of the affected 


rmrf if rn *° ^ ^ D1 ? anS ° f S ro °ming Utensils, 

ru^.s, harness, etc. This affection is said to have been 


. .7—• m io Miu iu uave oeen 

introduced into England with Canadian horses in 1879 
but it was already in existence on the Continent of 
Europe before that date. 

A much more severe form occurred in Great 
Britain in 1913 - 14 , and was also said to have been 
introduced from the American continent. In this 
outbreak the lesions were less numerous, but more deep- 
seated, very painful, and not nearly so amenable to 
treatment 1 observed numerous cases in which the 
affection lasted for months, and not infrequently ani¬ 
mals affected had to be destroyed. 

In the lesions of ecthyma occur commonly in 
the parts devoid of wool, such as inside the thighs and 
elbows. They are pointed and contain pus, but unless 
very numerous cause very little systemic disturbance 
OccasionaHy lesions of acne are met with along the 
middle of the back, and the fleece of that part is ragged 
and torn. This is not infrequently due to the use of a 
too irritant sheep dip - and care should be taken to 
avoid confusing it with sheep scab. It is common to 
find several sheep simultaneously affected, but there is 
no direct evidence of contagion. 

In twine the lesions of acne are usually black spots, 
and are due to demodex folliculorum or to inturned 
hairs. 

Treatment: horses. In the superficial diffuse form, 
the skin should first be soaked with a hot solution of 
sodium carbonate, to soften the epithelium to allow the 
subsequent dressings to penetrate better. The condition 
then yields readily to the application of simple disinfec¬ 
tants, such as 2 % creolin solution : ol. picis Si, o) rapi 
.'x ;ung. salicylici 1:20; or sulphur liniment (sulph. 
sub. oil, potass, carb. 31, ol. picis ji, ol. rapi 3*). 

In the more severe forma as in boils, local pain must 
be reduced by hot fomentations such as hot water or 
antiseptic poultices, and when mature the boil should 
be lanced with a crucial incision and its contents—pus 
or necrotic core-removed. It must then be treated 
with a strong disinfectant as a first dressing, such as 
pure phenol, or tincture of iodine; and subsequently 
treated as a simple wound. The phenol is very con¬ 
veniently applied by dipping a probe or small grooved 
director mto u and inserting the point into the centre 
oi the lesion. It frequently happens in horses that after 
such a lesion has completely healed there remains fora 
considerable time some irritability of the part such as 
may actually cause lameness if under the collar. 

In the severe form of contagious acne good results are 
very difficult to obtain. In such cases an autogenous 
vaccine may be tried. Internally a course of tonics 
should be prescribed, such as arsenic, iron, strychnine, 
quinine, and sulphur. Thorough disinfection of harness 
clothing and grooming utensils should be carried out 
and also the stable and any places where the animal 
may have rubbed, such as shafts, etc. When the con- 
tagious vanetjr is suspected isolation should be practised. 
Affected horses should not be worked, but daily exercise 
should be giveu. 

In days the treatment of the condition is very similar 
to that of horses, but the tar preparations must be used 
with cautioD, owmg to their toxicity for dogs. Salicylic 
prejiarations 1:20 are very serviceable, as also are 
Chinosol 1 : 500 , and Eusol (0T»v hypochlorous acid). 
Internally, a course of tonics should be prescribed, Bucn 
as arsenic, or a mixture of Cod liver oil, Lin. extract of 
Malt and Eyr. fern pbos. Co. The acne lesions of folli¬ 
cular mange in dogs generally yield readily to autogen¬ 
ous vaccines. ^ 

In all species small impacted sebaceous glands may be 
relieved by puncture and squeezing, but the larger ones 
should be dissected out, otherwise they are likely to 
recur. 
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In sheep with acne, a local application of carbolic 
lotion, or sulphur dressings should be resorted to, and 
internally a small dose of a saline administered and 
followed by a course of tonics. 

Impetigo. 

Impetigo is an eruption of the skin consisting of a 
superficial pustule, often accompanied by a surrounding 
zone of hyperemia. The lesions are usually painless, and 
often termed * cold pustule 1 in contradistinction to 
acne, the lesions of which are often called “hot 
pustules.” The lesions in impetigo are always due 
to a micrococcus, but the condition is generally met 
with in animals with vitality reduced from various 
causes. It may thus be met with in puppies at 
the time of teething, and also the subject of worms. 
In bitches it commonly occurs about the time of par¬ 
turition and when rearing puppies. A lesion prac¬ 
tically indistinguishable from impetigo is also met 
with in the so-called cutaneous form of distemper. In 
milch cattle impetigo is frequently met with affecting 
the skin of the udder immediately after calving, par¬ 
ticularly in highly fed cows. This form often assumes 
a contagious character and has been mistaken for vac¬ 
cinia. 

Impetigo is also met with occasionally in horses and 
in swine, Dut more rarely than in dogs and cattle. By 
some authorities impetigo is regarded, somewhat ques¬ 
tionably. as the pustular form of eczema (E. impeti- 
ginoides). 

Symptoms. The lesion consists of a flat, very super¬ 
ficial pustule, which may be preceded by a tiny vesicle 
under the epidermis. The surface is yellow and soft. 
Generally the lesions are circular and discrete, and from 
a quarter of an inch to half an inch in diameter, but, if 
numerous, they may be confluent. They are usually 
free from irritation, and are often surrounded by a red 
zone. They rupture quickly, and form yellow crusts 
which soon fall off. Sometimes the hair over the part 
is matted, as the result of which irritation may arise. 
When the lesion occurs on the hairless parts, it fre¬ 
quently leaves on bursting a simple ragged edge of epi¬ 
thelium, and the previous existence of tne pustule may 
be indicated by a spot which is slightly clearer than the 
surrounding area, and the margin of which appears as 
though etched out. Impetigo always runs a rapid course, 
and this fact together with the absence of irritation 
serves to distinguish it from eczema. 

Treatment Impetigo in amenable to very simple 
measures. Internally a course of tonics Bhoula be pre¬ 
scribed, while locally the scabs should be removed by 
fomentation with a mild antiseptic and astringent lotion, 
such as Chinosol ( 1 - 500 ), Eusol, Carbolic acid 1%, 
creolin 1 %. Subsequently a mild dusting powder, as 
boracic and starch, may be applied 
' In cows the coal tar preparations and eusol should be 
avoided, owing to the danger of tainting the milk. 
Chinosol Lotion or boracic acid are preferable. 

Discussion. 

Mr. H. D. Jones remarked that his experience of acne 
in the horse was chiefly with one class—the carriage 
horse. Usually the trouble occurred at one period of 
the year, when the horses were first clipped. Presumably 
the skin was then tender and more liable to infection. 
A day or two after clipping pustules appear, frequently 
under seat of harness; and he believed that the acne 
was also to be attributed to the pressure of the rugs, 
two or three in some cases, which were put on the ani¬ 
mals. He had known of horses that were covered all 
over with the pustules, and had temperatures of 104 ° 
and 105 °; in some cases the trouble was so acute that 
the animal required prolonged treatment. In treatment 
he advocated the disuse of rugs and the avoidance of 
grooming. A little antiseptic ointment should be ap¬ 


plied to the skin, and animal kept in warm stable and 
fed on suitable diet. 

Mr. W. R. Davis said that the nomenclature of skin 
diseases was a source of trouble to him ; he was unable 
readily to differentiate the cases. He would ask the 
President how he would class the boils on the udders of 
cow8—as impetigo or acne 1 Sometimes these contained 
as much as a tablespoonful of pus. They were super¬ 
ficial, and did not affect the parenchyma of the gland. 
They required very little treatment, but were allowed to 
burst of themselves in many instances. They were sore, 
and often caused the cow to kick when milked. They 
were quite common. 

Mr. Thompson had seen different forms of acne in the 
horse at different times of the year. The eruptions were 
often noticeable at the top of the neck if tne animars 
hair was taken off, as used to be customary, but were 
less frequently seen now, except in the case of hogged- 
maned horses. He had the impression that the trouble 
was due to irritation of the hair follicles by the collar 
riding on the hair. Occasionally there was an isolated 
acne pustule, which was easy to deal with. He had known 
instances in which such pustules, being broken by the 
collar and consequently discharging, had led to prosecu¬ 
tion. He usually lanced them and introduced carbolic, 
which soon remedied the trouble. In cases where there 
was a continuous crop of such pustules, he had found it 
best to treat internally with arsenic, and a blister of bin- 
iodide of mercury, and invariably with success. Impetigo 
was common where clipped horses were out in a shower 
of rain, and it occurred especially where the breech 
straps crossed the hind quarters, due, possibly, to some 
irritant washed out of tne leather. He generally used 
a cooling lotion, such as lead and zinc, or sulphur 
dressing. 

Mr. McIntosh shared with Mr. Davis the difficulty 
in differentiating, scientifically at all events, between 
certain skin diseases, as many of these present the most 
varied pathological characters. His experience of Acne 
was not a large one. He had now and again a case to 
deal with, and as a rule he started off by giving the ani¬ 
mal a dose of physic followed by blood tonics. Many 
of these cases, however, were extremely troublesome and 
required considerable surgical attention, opening the 
pustules freely, pressing out the contents, and the sub¬ 
sequent use of disinfectants, or cauterisation if neces¬ 
sary. Total extirpation of tne affected parts may be the 
only remedy. 

Quite recently the speaker had a case of skin disease 
in a white skinned animal which he was unable to 
classify with any degree of certainty. He would en¬ 
deavour to give them a description of the symptoms, 
and perhaps the Fellows would be able to relegate the 
disease to its proper division. 

The animal—a harness mare—of the under-bred type 
got down in condition and was unthrifty looking. It 
was thrown off work, and beyond generous feeding 
nothing was done in the way of treatment until some 
ten days afterwards, when well-defined raised swellings 
of the skin appeared pretty well all over the body, 
resembling nettle rash. These swellings were quite 
hard and painless, and remained in this condition for 
weeks. Further than this, there appeared little consti¬ 
tutional disturbance, as the temperature and pulse 
remained normal, and the appetite, although fickle, ^as 
quite good. Treatment consisted of physic and blood 
medicines, and the application of oil and lard to the 
skin. It took, however, several weeks before these 
nodules showed any tendency to disappear—a few 
showed a slight weep from the surface. Eventually the 
whole cleared off in the form of scales, leaving distinct 
markings all over the body, which ultimately got covered 
over with a beautiful coat. One of the sequelae was loss 
of sight in both eyes. 
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Prof. Wooldridge replied. He had rather expected 
reference to be made to the usefulness or otherwise of 
autogenous vaccines. This method of treatment, while 
likely in some instances to be extremely useful, was 
liable to a bad reputation from the fact that it was used 
for all and sundry cases. The principle of autogenous 
vaccination had met with greater success in skin dis 
eases than in anything else due to the streptococcus, and 
particularly the staphylococcus; he thougnt the practice 
might be more frequently resorted to in skin diseases 
which resulted from pus producing organisms. He had 
also anticipated some reference to follicular mange. He 
did not suggest that follicular mange was due to pus- 
producing organisms, but the pustular lesions of folli¬ 
cular mange were ; and autogenous vaccination afforded 
relief. 

He noticed that others, like himself, had found diffi¬ 
culty in making a differential diagnosis in some of these 
cases, and, so far as treatment was concerned this was 
not important. What was of importance was the prog¬ 
nosis and the possibility of contagion. It was, moreover, 
well to know whether the case would be of long or of 
short duration. Without being able to foretell abso¬ 
lutely, a more correct opinion would probably be given 
if a differential diagnosis could be made. It was not 
always easy to distinguish between contagious and non- 
contagious trouble. In the case of a disease produced 
by organisms, there was always the possibility of its 
being transferred, more readily in some cases than in 
others. In the majority of instances simple acne was 
not very readily transferred, and, as a rule, the infective 
matter had not only to be spread on the skin of the new 
animal, but to be planted under the epithelium. That 
was an important feature to remember, and was largely 
responsible for the instances of breaking out after clip¬ 
ping. He believed that in these instances the cause was 
a slight scratch, invisible at the time of clipping, which 
became infected with pus-producing organisms, as a 
result of which acne pustules were produced in two or 
three days, which, however, passed away a few Jays 
later without special treatment. The point had been 
referred toby Mr. Jones and Mr. McIntosh. 

Mr. Davis bad auoted cases that had occurred on the 
udders of cattle, wnere a lesion on bursting emitted as 
much as a tablespoonful of pus. The speaker did not 
think that such cases should be regarded as either acne 
or impetigo ; simply superficial abscesses. 

[Mr. Davis: These formations are small, and in the 
nature of boils ; they come in groups; are not of trau¬ 
matic origin ; and are subcutaneous.] 

Prof. Wooldridge admitted that the line of demarca¬ 
tion was narrow, and it was difficult to say where a boil 
ended and an abscess began : a boil is actually a small 
abscess, and a pustule is a miniature abscese. In view 
of the quantity of pus, he would rather regard the form¬ 
ations as abscesses than as acne or impetigo. 

Mr. Thompson had referred to certain troublesome 
cases occurring at the top of the neck and at the sides. 

The speaker had thought Mr. Thompson was about to 
refer to botryomycosis in that region ; cases in which a 
aeries of small bursting points occurred, about the size 
of the top of a finger. These were very painful, and 
difficult to treat satisfactorily. He believed the only 
course was to make a diagnosis by microscopic examina¬ 
tion of the pus. A red blister would sometimes pro¬ 
duce improvement, but the trouble recurred. In these 
cases autogenous vaccination was of no use, and he 
could only advise destruction of the horse. 

[Mr. Thompson had seen horses relieved and at work 
—with further trouble ensuing. To which Prof. Wool¬ 
dridge replied that the cases were probably acne and 
botryomycosis]. 

Responding to a further statement by Mr. Thompson, 
the spots had occurred on the side and on the top 


of the ribs, Prof. Wooldridge regarded these as acne 
produced one after another by infective material being* 
carried along, precisely as a series of pimples on the 
forehead under the brim of one’s hat; one would burst, 
leaving infective material on the hat, which might be 
rubbed in at some other place. 

Mr. McIntosh’s reference to the case of skin eruptions 
and subsequent blindness of the animal was of very 
great interest. He would not have regarded that trouble 
as primarily a skin disease, but a systemic disease ito 
which skin lesions occurred—in all probability a form 
of pyaemia, the blood stream becoming infected, due to 
abscess, with organisms carried to the eye as well as to 
the skin. That was, he should say, the cause of the 
damage to the eyeball, which resulted in blindness. It 
was possible to get organisms widely distributed in the 
blood without proving fatal, and he would think the 
case quoted by Mr. McIntosh to be one of these. 

[Mr. McIntosh asked whether Prof. Wooldridge would 
describe as simple acne cases of slight swellings under 
harness, etc., which arose after a wet day and disap¬ 
peared in a day or two. Prof. Wooldridge said he would 
consider these as cases of localised erythema.]. 

Mr. McIntosh proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President, the meeting being the last of the session—a 
session of which Prof. Wooldridge might well feel proud. 
He (Mr. McIntosh) had seconded his nomination to the 
chair, and while it was not usual for the Society to elect 
a President for the second term, it was felt that under 
existing conditions the election of a new Fellow of the 
Society as President would have imposed a difficult task 
upon such Fellow. Prof. Wooldridge was already a 
tried man, and had reason to be gratified at the attend¬ 
ances he had secured—the times being considered—and 
the useful work done in matters of national and profes¬ 
sional importance. He formally proposed a vote of 
thanks to the President. 

Mr. Samson seconded the vote, and thoroughly en¬ 
dorsed the remarks of the previous speaker. 

The vote was put to the meeting and carried with 
acclamation. 

Prof. Wooldridge, in returning thanks for the vote, 
also thanked the members for their attendance at such 
a time of stress, when it was particularly difficult to find 
time. It was a great pleasure to him, because it afforded 
relaxation from other things, and because he believed it 
to be an advantage to meet, if only once in two months. 
He agreed with Mr. McIntosh that the Society had done 
good and useful work ; in particular, the work relating 
to the feeding of horses of itself justified “ carrying on™ 
during the past session. 

Mr. Almond then proposed a vote of thanks to the 
gentlemen who had provided morbid specimens for dis¬ 
cussion at the meetings. The Society was much in¬ 
debted to those who, in that way, had provided matter 
of both utility and interest. 

Mr. Davih seconded the vote, which, on being put to 
the meeting, was carried with acclamation. 

The President then announced that the next meet¬ 
ing would take place on the first Thursday in October. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


High values of Breeding Stock. 

The sales of breeding stock at Sudbourne, Sussex, 
last week included a Suffolk stallion at 2000 gs., and a 
mare at 900 gs. The ninety-eight horses sold brought a 
total of 31,600 gs. 

For the Large Black pigs 455 , 300, and 260 gs. was 
paid for sows, and 315 gs. for a boar. The 144 lots sold 
averaged £42 15s.—a higher average and a larger 
number of lots than any previous sale of pigs. 
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Goal-tab in the Treatment of Sores. 

For the treatment of sores in horses and other 
large animals, Bringard uses coal-tar. To a kilo¬ 
gramme of this, when warm, he adds 200 grammes 
of calcium chloride and 100 grammed of boric acid. 
The sore, freed from foreign bodies and washed 
with tepid physiological solution, is covered With 
this adhesive mixture by means of a spatula. 

The treatment of Equine Laminitis. 

Hinniger has published an article upon this 
subject in ‘the Schtveizer Archiv . fur Tierneilkunde 
for 1917. He has obtained good results from the 
use of Fallianine; but latterly he has adopted 
another treatment with results that surpassed his 
expectations. This consists in bleeding, and then 
injecting a litre (= about If pints) of a 2£ per cent, 
aqueous solution of sodium bicarbonate into the 
jugular. In less than twenty-four hours, this treat¬ 
ment is followed by a very great improvement.— 
(La Clinica Veterinaria), 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

J. W. Baxter, London £110 

W. W. H. Edwards, Ludlow 110 

Wm. Kennedy, d.s.o., Maj. E.A.v.a 
Difference of exchange on draft of £21 
from East Africa Veterinary Officers 2 12 6 
J. Mosedale, Morristown, N.J., U.S.A. 110 
A. O’Neill, Capt. a.v.c. 1 10 

Edward Sewell, m.c., Capt a.v.c. 

(1914-15 16 17-18) 5 5 0 
W. R. B. Wake ham, Capt. a.a.v.c. 2 2 0 

Previously acknowledged 920 19 5 

£935 2 11 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gatette, 

War Office, Whitehall, July 25. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 
Temp. Lieut, to be temp. Capt.:—N. Fraser (June 6). 

July 27. 

Capt. H. E. Cross, Ind. Army Res. of Off., to be temp. 
Capt (July 3, sen. June 15,1917). 

July 29. 

Capt. W. H. Simpson relinquishes the aetg. rank of Lt.- 
Col. on ceasing to be specially.empld. (July 8). 

Temp. Capt. M. P. Hatch relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service, and 
is granted the hon. rank of Capt (July 30). 

Late temp. Lieut to be temp. Capt:—J. J. McGrath 
(July 11). 

Temp. Hon. Lt Q. C. R. Thorp relinquishes his commn. 
on aecfc. of ill-health, and retains the hon. rank of Lt. 
(July 30). 


To be temp. £it.W. Ledger (July 11). 

Temp. Maj. T. C. Evans, M.c , Can. a.v.c., is seconded 
for duty with the War Office (June 18). 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

Hon. Capt. to be Capt.G. Barnett (July 22). 


Personal. 

Lieut.-Colonel T. B. Wolstbnholme, r.a.m.c. (t.), of 
Urm8ton, Manchester, has reberttly been awarded the 
Croix de Guerre; he is son of Jno. B. Wolstenholme, 
f.&.c.v.s., of Manchester. 


OBITUARY. 

Frank Henson Gibbings, f.r.c.v.s., Black Boy Hotel, 
Nottingham. Graduated, Lond : Jan., 1878. 

Mr. Gibbings died July 27th, aged 63 years. 

SPECIFIC PARAPLEGIA IN BOVINES. 

Dear Sir,—I was very much interested in Mr. William 
Scott’s article on “Specific Paraplegia in Bovines—a 
new (1) disease,” as a disease with similar symptoms 
affected a large number of cattle in the district in which 
I happened to be during the months of January and 
February, 1917. 

About 50 cattle died in about six villages; no less 
than about 30 dying in one herd, including two yearling 
bulls. 

B.E.F. G. Reb8-Mogg, Mayor a.v.c. 


Chemists and Veterinary prescribing:. 

At the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Chemists' 
Defence Association at the Holborn Restaurant, London, 
on July 11, the Chairman of Directors, Mr. P. F. Rowaell, 
presided. In the course of his address he referred at con¬ 
siderable length to discussions which had arisen respecting 
the new Veterinary Section established in January this 
year, and of which full particulars were published in 'the 
Anti-Cutting Record. Two hundred and fifty members of 
the Association had joined the new section, and already one 
member had reaped the advantage of it. This member had 
supplied a strong ointment to cure warts on a heifer, and 
unfortunately its use had resulted in the death of the ani¬ 
mal and the subsequent payment of £7 compensation to 
the farmer. This amount had beto refunded to the member 
by the C.D.A. 

He gave another instance of a veterinary claim, showing 
the necessity for members to take advantage of the new 
section. It happened quite Recently in a large city. An 
owner of a bull pup bought Easton 'b Syrup from a chemist 
and gave it in nine-drop doses to the dog, which very soon 
Buocumbed to stryohnine poisoning. The angfy owner 
accused the chemist of supplying wrong medicine, and 
talked of compensation and made various threats. As the 
member had supplied what was aBked for without reoom- 
mendation or comment, and as the syrup was found by 
analysis to be of correct composition, he was recommended 
by the C.D.A. to resist the claim. 

He described an interview which he and the Secretary 
had bad with a well attended meeting oi the East Anglia 
Federation of Pharmaceutical Associations and a similar 
meeting of the Essex Association of Pharmacists whioh 
the Secretary had attended, at whioh the subject of 
veterinary risks was discussed at great {length. These 
1 bodies considered that ve term Ary risks should hie induced 
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in the general subscription, even although that might 
have to be advanced a little. He had pleasure in in- ! 
forming them that the Directors had again considered the 
•abject, and that they had unanimously come to the con¬ 
clusion that something of the nature indicated would be 
attempted before the Association was very much older. 

The probable risks could be gauged by a full year's ex¬ 
perience with 250 Veterinary Section members. He recom¬ 
mended that, as veterinary risks up to £100 could be 
covered for 7s. Gd. a year under the new section, it was to 
the advantage of all specially concerned to join that in the 
meantime. lie stated emphatically that the Directors 
intended to give the new section a fair trial. 

Mr Llovd described a case in which he had been accused 
of being the unwitting cause of the death of a prize canary, 
and his customer talked big about £100 compensation. 
Acting on advice he received from the Association, he 
resisted the claim and heard no more of it. 

Mr. Rowsell explained that the Association had always 
given free legal advice in regard to veterinary mishaps in 
their member's shops, but they did not pay compensation 
except to those who were members of the'section .—The 
Pharmaceutical Journal. 


Veterinary Societies Addresses. 

Bordbe Counties V.M.S. 

Fret : Mr. H. Barrow, m.r.o.v.s., Ireby, Carlisle 
Hon. Sec : Mr. R. Craig Robinson, m.r.o.v.s., Carlisle 
Meeting 0 , Beoond Friday of Feb., June, and October 

Glasoow V.M.8. 

Bon. Sec. Mr. John S. Keane, 11 Falkland Mansions, 

Kelvinside 

Royal Veterinary College V.M.A. 

Fret. Capt J. T. Edwards, b.bc., m.r.o.v.s. 

Treat: E. fi. Shave, Esq., f.r.c.v.b., m.r c.s. 

Sec : Mr. B. Gorton, m.r.o.v.s. A**t. Sec. C. W. Ileane. 

Association or Veterinary Officers of Health 
Free Mr. T. Douglas, m.r.o.v.s., Kilmarnock 
Hon , Sec. A Treat. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.r.o.v.s., 

Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 

National Association of Vktkrinary Inspectors 
Fret: Major J. Abson, f.r.c.v.b., Sheffield 
Hon. Sec : Mr. Trevor Spencer, m.r.c.v.b., Kettering 
Munster Veterinary Inspectors’ Association 
Fret: Mr. D. M. Barry, m.r.c.v.b., Mallow 
Hon Sec : Mr. J. F. Mahony, m.r.c.v.b., Caroline St., C rk 


National Veterinary Benevolent A Mutual 
Defence Society. 

Fret : Mr. W. A. Taylor, f.r.c.v.b., Brick-st, Manchester 
Hon. Sec : d Treat: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.r.c.v.b. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-at., Manchester 

Victoria Veterinary Benrvolrnt Fund. 

Fret. Mr. S. H. Slocock. f.r.c.v.b., Montague Rd, Hounslow 
Hon . Sect. Mr, P. J. Kelland, m.r.o.v.s. 

Mr. Fred Bullock, f.c.i.s. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


COLONIAL SOCIETIES. 

Veterinary Association of New South Waler. 

Pres : Mr. S. T. D. Symons, m.r.c.v.r., Chief Inspr. ofStock 
V. Pres: Maj. A. P. Gribben, p.v.o., m.r.c.v.h. 

Hon. Sec. A Treat : Major Max.Henry, m.r.c.v.b., b.v.sc.(byd). 

56 Bridge Street, Sydney 
British Columbia V.M.A. 

Pres: Dr. 8. F. Tolmie, v.s., Victoria 
Vice-Fret: Dr. Geo. Ilowell, v.s., Vancouver 
Sec. d Treat. : Dr. K. Chester, v.s., White Rock 
Association Mcdccalk Vctcrinaire Fran^aise " Laval 
Sec: Mr. J. P. A. Houde, Montreal 

Province of Queiiko V.M.A. 

Hon. Sec. Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigaud, P Q 

Veterinary Association of Alberta 
Hon. Sec. Dr. F. A. McCord, 215 Queen’s Ave., Edmonton 

Ontario V.A. 

Fret: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec : A Treat: Mr. L. A. Wilson, Toronto, Ontario 

Transvaal V.M.A. 

Pret: Mr. P. Conacher, m.r.c.v.b. 

Hon. Sec : Major G. W. Lee, m.r.c.v.b., o.v.b., P.O. Box 93, 

Johannesburg 

Cape of Good Hope V.M.S. 

Pret. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.r.c.v.h., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. d Treat. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst, f.r c.v.h. 

Longmarket Street, (’ape Town 
Central Canada V.A. 

Tret. Mr. Geo. Hilton 

Hon. Sec: Mr. A, E. Janies, Ottawa 

Vet. Ahhn. op Manitoba. 

Pret: Dr. W. R. Taylor, Portage la Prairie 
Hon. See. dk Treat : Mr. Wm. Hilton, Winnipeg 

Natal Veterinary Medical Association. 

| Pret. Mr. F. J. Carters. m.r.c.v.h , Mooi River 
Hon See. A Treat. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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59 

1735 

1590 

J520 

3400 

3641 

11139 

391 
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1575 

2970 

2687 
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8385 

12188 


J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
ft) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities * Counties affected, animals attacked London 1, Edinburgh 1 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 30, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Not*. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

President ; Mr. Frank W. Garnett, m.b.c.v.8., j.p. 
Vice-Presidents: Mr.J. Mel. McCall, m.b., c.m.,mr.g.v .s 
J. McKinna, f.e.o.v.s. 

Secretary and Registrar : Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President: Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll., Bdin. 
See: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m b.c.v.b. (on Service ), 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. See : Mr. W. L. Harrison, f.r.c.v.b. (on Service ), 

11 Anchor Terrace, Sontbwark Bridge, S.E. 
Treas : Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, f.r.o.t.s. (Acting Hon. Sec), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 

northern Branch: 

Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Hon. See. Mr. A. W. NoSl Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
LANCASHIRE V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.r.o.v.b., 

Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Hon. See. Mr. J. W. Rrittlebank, m.r.o.v.b., 

Town Hall, Manchester 
Hon. Treas : Mr. E. H. Stent, m.r.o.v.b., Preston-st, Holme 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, Jnne, Sept., A Deo. 

Livrrpool Univrrbitt V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. P. Heyes, f.r.c.v.b., Wigan 

Hon. See: Mr. A. Walker, r.R.o.v.s.^Mill Lane, We»t Derby 

Pathological See: Mr. D. C. Matheson, f.r.c.v.b. 

Meetings , May, July, October, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. J. Malcolm, f.r.c.v.b., Birmingham 
Bon. See: Mr. H. J. Dawes, f.r.c.v.b., 

Camden Boose, High-st., West Bromwich 
Hon. Treas. k'r. J. J. Borchnall, m r.c v b , Barrow on-Soar 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aog. and Nov i 

North of England V.M.A. 

t ree : 

Uvn. See : T. T. Jack, m.r.c.v.b., 3 Elm wood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings, 1 hird Friday, Feb., May, Aog. and Nov. 

North Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collin bod, m.r.c.v.b., Auston, Sheffield 
Hon. See: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.b., Sheffield 
North Wales V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.r.c.v.b., Ty Croes 
hor. See. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.r c.v.b., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 

South Durham and Nobtb York bribe V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. M. Walker, f.r.c.v.b., Hartlepool 
Hon. Sec. dt Treas : Mr. F. H, Sanderson, m.r.o.v.b. 

Victoria Road, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Dec. 

Yoreshibs Vft. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r.c.v.b., Hillsboro’, Sheffield 
isovi. See ; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.r.o.v.b., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas : Mr. A. McCarmick, m.r.c.v.b., 

Kirkstall road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
See. 

Central V.8. 

f res. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, m.r.c.v.b., R.V. Coll, London 
Hon. 8ee : Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.r.o.v.s., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tnfnell Park, N. 

Meetings (pro. t m.), First Thursday in October and alter¬ 
nate months, except August, 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. T. E. Barchan m.b.o.v.8., Paston, Norfolk 
Hon 8ee. A Treas : Mr.A.C. Holl, m.r.o.v.b.. New Buckenham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and District V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. C. W. Townsend, f.r.o.v.s., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Hon. See : dt Treas : Mr. Tom Hioks, m.r.c.v.b., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Seoond Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Willett, m.b.o.v.b., 6 Harley Place, N.W. 

Hon. 8ee. dt Treas : Mr. G. P. Male, m.r.o.v.b., Reading 
Meetings. Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.8. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.r.c.v.b., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. See : Mr.J. T. Angwin, m.r.o.v.b., Arundel (on Service 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W.Baker, m.b.c.v.b., Wimborne 
Meetings , Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.r.o.v.b., Margate 
Hon. See. dt Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.r.c.v.b., 

3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. W. Roach, f.r.c.v.b., York Rd., Exeter 
Hon. See. Mr. W.Asoott, m.r.o.v.b., (on Service) 

Mr. C. E. Tucker, 7 Greville St., Bideford (pro tem.) 
Hon. Treas : Mr. P. G. Bond, m.r.o.v.b., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 

Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
Sec.. Mr. P.D. Reavy, Leafield, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Central VA. of Ireland. 

Pres: 

Hon. Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, fr.o.t.s., Qneen st., Limeriok 
Treas ; Mr. J. F. Healy, m.r.o.v.8-, Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.r.c.v.b., Ballina 

Hon. Sec. dt Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.r.c.v.b., Galway 

Vet. Med. Assn, of Ireland. 

Pres : Prof. J.J. O’Connor, m.r.o.v.b., R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Bon. Sec : Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 

Bon. Ireas: Prof J. F. Craig, M.A., m.r.o.v.b., 

R.V.Coll., Dublin 
North of Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.r.o.v.b., Belfast 
Bon. See: Mr. P. Walsh, m.r.o.v.8., Magherafelt 
Hon. Treas: Mr. Howard McConnell, m.r.o.v.b,, Armagh 

The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r.c.v.b., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGuinness, b.a., m.r.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treas: Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.b. 

Scottish Branoh: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal BuildingB, Edin. 

(on Service ). 

North of Scotland V.M.S." 

Pres : Mr. W. Brown, m.r.c.v.s., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. Sec. dt 7 'teas : Mr. G. Bowie, m.r.c.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres : Mr. Reid, m.r.o.v.b., Auchtermnohty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. Riddoch, m.r.o.v.b., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. dt Treas: Mr. Jae. Henderson, m.r.o.v.b., 

Public Health Dept.. City Chambers, Edinburgh 
Webt or Scotland V.M.A. 

Pres : Prof. John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.b., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

(on Service. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.r.c.v.s., 

19 Bank Street, Billhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treas : Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.r.c.v.s., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January 
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Fees and Charges. 

Tho increased cost of living and travelling, and 
the general rise in the remuneration for work of 
almost every description, have forced upon prac¬ 
titioners the necessity for a revision of fees. Most 
of these reasons, of course, have appeared compara¬ 
tively recently; but they are certain to remain in 
action for a long time. Those whose memories 
cover two or three decades of veterinary practice 
can recollect other changes bearing upon remunera¬ 
tion, for the most part older in standing and Blower 
in development, which have taken place in it. 
Broadly speaking, our fees and charges have not 
changed greatly during the last generation; but 
our work has undergone alterations which have 
affected them considerably in the direction of neces¬ 
sitating a revision. 

Formerly many veterinary surgeons profited 
largely by the sale of medicines, especially stock 
medicines in quantity. There were men, mostly in 
the oountry, who were really much more medicine 
vendors than practitioners. For various reasons, 
this source of income has declined for many years; 
and there is no probability that it will ever again 
approach its old level. Something like this might 
also be said of shoeing forges, which, though still 
considered indispensable in some practices, are not 
nearly so important as in old days. On the other 
hand, there has been a great increase in suoh special 
work as inspections, and diagnostic and preventive 
inoculations. It may be said generally that veter¬ 
inary work is now much more strictly professional, 
requiring the personal attention of the practitioner 
himself, than it used to be, and that the element of 
trade is every year becoming a less important attri-' 
bute. Our professional fees have never been very 
high, and on the whole have not risen much, while 
our trade profits have diminished. The numerical 
increase in the former has not compensated for our 
loss in the latter. 

This broad consideration should be kept in mind 
in connection with .the revision of fees. Many 
other points of general application may arise, which 
should also be remembered. One is the longer 
journeys which we habitually undertake in these 
days of the motor; another, which will gain in im¬ 
portance in the next few years, is the varying econ¬ 
omic value of the different branches of our work. 
The last point is one on which clients may have a 
good deal to say; and here it may he said definitely 
that we are not likely to effect much improvement 
in our remuneration, unless we are prepared to look 
at the question fairly from the client's point of view 
as well as from our own. 


“ UNUSUAL.” 

Case I. Saturday, July 13,1918. Cow straining, 
and some discharge from vagina. Due to calve on 
the 18th. 

I was asked to see her on the 16th. I oould paea 
two fingers into the os uteri—but no more. On 
the 18th one hind foot and fetlook was just in the 

vagina. 

The next day, I was only just able to get my 
hand into the uterus and bring forward the other 
hind foot, which was forwardly placed, showing 
hock presentation. Delivery took plaoe with help, 
and recovery followed. Of course, the oalf was 
dead. 

Case II. Sunday, July 14. Cow straining, and 
some discharge. 

1 saw her for the first time the next evening, 
very late. Torsion of the uterus suspeoted, but was 
left to 11 wait and see." 

On the 17th she was cast and repeatedly turned 
over; but without avail. She was slaughtered the 
same evening, and an interesting post-mortem re- 
vcMilod torsion of the uterus. It may be interesting 
to state that in spite of the stricture it was just 
possible to pass the ends of two fingers through and 
feel tho calf 8 hoofs. 

Case III. Sunday afternoon, June 14. Cow 
with discharge in the morning. 

Saw her at 5.30 p.m. Down, and unable to rise. 
Hoad under manger; excitement very marked. 
Fix ami nation per vagina revealed the os slightly 
opon, and two or three fingers could reach the feet 
of the fentus. There was a distinct curve in the 
nock. She was not due to calve until the middle 
of September. 

I was obliged to return borne for the udder 
syringe, as the symptoms were those of drop, On 
getting back to the case, which was about nine 
miles from my house, 1 found the cow in a state of 
complete coma. 1 injected, or inflated, the udder, 
packed her up, tying the teats with tape. She 
recovered about 1.30 a.m. next morning, and 
during the day aborted, but made a oomplete 
recovery. 

_W. W. 

CJkntian Violet in Joint Infections. 

In the Journal of the American Medical Association, 
for April i:uh Dr. John W. Church mao, professor of 
surgery in Vale University, describes the treatment of 
infected joints by lavage and direct application of a 
1 j>er mil. solution of gentian violet, which has proved 
most effective in his hands. The method is now being 
studied by the author io parasitic skin diseases. 
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ABSTRACTS PROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Cauterisation op the Bucoal Mucous 
Membrane by Chloral Hydrate. 

Frobner records this case in the Monatscheft jiir 
praktische Tierheilkunde. A horse was attacked by 
colic and, by a veterinary prescription, chloral 
hydrate was administered in the concentration of 
one part to six parts of liquid (extract of aloes, 
ether, and alcohol). A croupous stomatitis was pro¬ 
duced. Frobner, examining the case, observed 
abundant salivation, painful swelling and forma¬ 
tion of crusts in the skin in contiguity with the 
mouth, great tumefaction, yellowish colour and 
acute pain of the buccal mucous membrane (especi¬ 
ally in the region of the bit), and diphtheritic layers 
of the length of the hand in the tongue, with ulcer¬ 
ations of the diameter of a cent. Treatment with 
aluminium acetate produced recovery in five days. 
Fortunately the horse had not swallowed the solu¬ 
tion of chloral; if it had done so, a corrosive gastro¬ 
enteritis would have been produced. Frohner be¬ 
lieves that some of the haemorrhagico-diphtheritic 
inflammations of the whole digestive tube, the 
etiology of which remains obscure, are due to 
the improper administration of chloral hydrate. 
This drug, therefore, should always he well diluted 
or joined to a mucilaginous substance.— (Revista 
Veter inaria de Espana). 

Intradermic Test for the Bacillus Pullorum. 

In Bulletin No. 517 of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry of the United States Department of Agri¬ 
culture, Archibald, Ward, Bernard, and Gallagher 
give an account of work they have carried out to 
find a diagnostic test for the presence of the bacillus 
puUorum in birds. 

The B. pullorum is one of the occasional germs 
of white diarrhoea in chickens ; amongst which it 
causes enormous losses. It becomes localised in 
the hens, which are the chief reservoirs of the dis¬ 
ease, and it is one of the microbes most frequently 
found in eggs; the infection may thus be borne to 
many distant places. 

The conclusions of the authors’ work are as 
follows:—A dead culture of the B. pullorum , after 
having germinated for about a month, and without 
any treatment but the addition of carbolic acid, 
has given the most satisfactory results. 

It appears that the inflammation or oedematous 
tumefaction following the inoculation of this pro¬ 
duct into the wattles, when observed at a definite 
interval of time, is an indication of the presence of 
the B. pullorum in the fowl submitted to the test. 
The authors’ experience leads them to the conclu¬ 
sion that an interval of twenty-four hours gives 
the best results; but it would be well to test, in a 
large number of birds, whether a slightly longer 
interval might be preferable. 

The results indicate that any perceptible en¬ 
largement of the wattle may be considered signifi¬ 
cant. A second intradermic test, made after an 


interval of four days, gives results which vary little 
from those of the first test. Other tests, practised 
at intervals of two months, give less exact results. 
There is, therefore, no advantage in repeating the 
tests. 

Of birds artificially infected and tested in the 
laboratory, 90 p.c. gave positive reactions. In 6 p.c. 
the tests failed; not giving any reaction, although 
lesions were observed. In 3 p.c. there were neither 
reactions nor lesions. 

In one experiment with 231 birds, in which the 
agglutination and the intradermic tests were em¬ 
ployed simultaneously, the intradermic test in one 
instance failed after an interval of thirty-eight 
hours to reveal a case given as positive by the 
other reaction. In another lot of 50 birds, in 
which the same comparative test- was made, the 
intradermic test, examined after an interval of 
thirty-six hours, failed to reveal a case which had 
reacted positively to the agglutination test. 

Of 47 birds which were examined by the ag¬ 
glutination test, 40 gave positive reactions, and the 
other seven doubtful ones, resulting in a complete 
agreement between the agglutination and intra- 
derraic tests and with the post-mortem findings in 
70 p.c. of the cases. 

Only in 72 p.c. of the birds naturally infected 
and which had reacted to one or both tests were 
the post-mortem findings positive. 

The authors’ conclusion is that the intradermic 
test has succeeded sufficiently well to guarantee it 
a more extensive trial in practice in comparison 
with the agglutination test. 


“REMOUNTS,” and HORSE-TRANSPORT AT SEA 

In purchasing large numbers of horses in order to 
keep up the continual supplies of “Remounts,” necessi¬ 
tated by the wastage of warfare, the officer concerned 
will naturally find it impossible to put the time and 
minutiae in the examination of each individual animal, 
that would be possible were he examining a few race¬ 
horses (say) costing a small fortune a-piece. Yet with 
the method to be described, it will be found that with 
ordinary care, no unsound or radically unsuitable animal 
need be found among his final selection. 

It is a good plan to have a number of the horses 
trotted round in a circle, the examiner standing mean¬ 
while in the centre. It is then comparatively easy to 
divide the candidates for campaigning hardships into 
two classes: (a) The obviously unfit, either in size, 
action, conformation, or vice, and (b) Those animals 
which are more or less of the desired type. These latter 
are then examined for age and soundness in the ordinary 
way, and if satisfactory, and if they meet with the 
the approval of the purchasing officer, they are branded 
on the hoof as a sign that they are purchased, and in 
order to prevent the possibility of substitution. 

Having thus cursorily glanced at the duties and 
methods of the purchasing veterinarian, let us turn to 
the still heavier responsibilities of the man in veterinary 
charge of a horse-transport. Having been detailed to a 
boat, a wise precaution is to make as thorough an exam¬ 
ination as may be practicable of the scene of one’s future 
labours, with a view of having any alterations in struc¬ 
ture or arrangements made which may be deemed 
1 advisable; for little things which count for inconven- 
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ience or worse at sea, can often be rectified in port at a 
tnfimg ei|vnditure of time or money, thougn, if ne¬ 
glected, iht*y might make a great difference to the suc¬ 
cess of the voyage. 

An examination of the temporary surgery, which has 
probably been rigged up somewhere “aft,” will reveal a 
woeful deficiency in one’s favourite sj)ecifics, and this 
should by no means be overlooked, for few things are 
more worrying than to have a case out at sea, see it go 
fr»*m bad to worse, and be all the time reflecting—“If 
only 1 had so-and-so.” 

And now comes a still more important matter: one 
may with more or less complacency “throw physic to 
the dogs,” according to idiosyncrasy, but no one will 
deny the all-importance of diet. 

It would be beyond the scope of this article to enter 
into a dissertation as to the various food values of the 
different food stuffs, as providing the fodder will not be 
within the veterinarian’s province; but it will naturally 
be his first care to assure himself as thoroughly as may 
be tint all fodder on board is sonnd, clean and dry, 
before sailing. 

It is obviously futile to hurl anathema at a careless 
contractor’s head, when one’s charges are in mid-ocean. 
In this connection it may be noteworthy that sometimes 
hay may become damp before, or while being shipped, 
and is thus liable to become mouldy, and when this is 
the case one may expect digestive troubles. Here, 
again, “prevention is better than cure”; and a little 
forethought and trouble in port may save many an 
anxious hour at sea. 

It is the general experience of shippers, I think, that 
horses d > better at sea on a light diet for the first few 
days, until they “get their sea-legs.” The diet should 
then be increased gradually, the amount per diem natur¬ 
ally varying with the size of the animal, the fact being 
borne in mind that when more food is introduced into 
the stomach than can be readily digested the action of 
the gastric fluids is retarded, and chemical changes, 
which lead to fermentation may possibly result. On the 
other hand insufficiency of food (which may easily 
bap)«‘n from carelessness in giving one horse too much 
and his neighbour too little) will naturally tend to pro¬ 
duce debility in individuals and a corresponding pre¬ 
disposition to contract any epidemic which may be 
latent, and which would be obviously difficult to deal 
with at sea, if only on account of the difficulty of 
isolation. 

A word in conclusion as to the staff. The practitioner 
may possibly have an Army Veterinary Corps man or 
two on board to assist, if so, he will find them—if his 
experience be that of the writer—“a very present help 
in time of trouble.” If not, he must, of course, do his 
best with the material to hand, which may vary from 
the conscientious, reliable hard worker, to the shirking 
scoundrel “out” to do as little as possible, and who 
probably has a tendency to smoke in prohibited hours, 
anywhere he can hide in, including the fodder holds, 
with a complete indifference to the safety of the ship, 
even though his own worthless carcase be part of the 
cargo. 

In tbis connection, “example is better than precept,” 
and any slackness tends to extend downwards, but in 
extreme cases, a few hours spent hand cuffed to the 
ships rail have a chastening effect, and cause the 
aujet to see the error of his ways. But such 
forcible measures should only be resorted to in extreme 
cases, and then only with the consent of the captain of 
the ship; for the willingness and thoroughness of work, 
so necessary for the success of the voyage, can rarely be 
obtained by coercion. 

Charles C. Abram, m.r.c.v.s. 
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Acidosis and Surgical Shock. 

Last week we reprinted from the current number of 
The Lancet a note on observations on the causes of 
surgical shock. In the issue of June 1 there appeared 
a report of an investigation by Col. Sir Almroth E. 
Wrioht, o.b., and Capt. Leonard Colkbrook, r.a.m.c., 
“On the acidosis of shock and suspended circulation. 1 ’ 
Apart from the direct application of the facts and prin¬ 
ciples involved, the subject, which has presented prob¬ 
lems to the human practitioner for more than twenty 
years, has, to the man who does his own thinking { an 
attraction of its own, and the linking up with acidosis— 
a condition that was un-named and unknown a com¬ 
paratively few years ago, lends additional interest 
Acidosis was early recognised in the final stage of 
diabetes, and as a sequel to some conditions of mal¬ 
nutrition in young children : there it appeared to have 
a bio chemical origin. Here it appears in different 
conditions. 


The following excerpts are from the article of 
June 1st 

“ The suggestion that acid intoxication is an element 
in surgical shock we owe to Crile. For the establish¬ 
ment of the fact we are indebted to Cannon. His 
observations have shown that we have in the wounded 
man affected by shock a man suffering from a severe, 
sometimes an extreme acidosis. This discovery has 
therapeutic value ; and it is of utility also as directing 
attention to a fundamentally important element in our 
vital machinery which has up to now been only imper¬ 
fectly explored, and which medicine has, one may say, 
completely left out of account. 1 refer to the large out- 
put of acid waste products from the body, and the pro¬ 
visions by which, despite that, the alkalinity of the 
blood is maintained. 

In connexion with the wounded man—To which of 
all the pathological agents brought to bear on him is 
his acidosis due 1 Whence have come the waste pro¬ 
ducts which have produced that acidosis ? What factors 
have influenced their convection into the blood stream 1 
And how soon after it reaches the circulation is the acid 
disposed of 1 These problems considered, the question 
will come up as to whether the type of acidosis en¬ 
countered in the wounded is not encountered also in 
other morbid conditions. 

The outstanding feature in the symptomatology of 
shock being the fall of arterial tension—and interference 
with the circulation at the periphery—we may inquire 
first into the effect of arresting and reopening that cir¬ 
culation. We amesthetised rabbits with ether, clamped 
one or the several main arteries, and removed the clamps 
after varying intervals—taking from time to time sam¬ 
ples of blood for the measurement of the alkinity. 
(Table). 

In these experiments, when an artery is clamped and 
afterwards undamped a very appreciable quantity of 
a non-expirable acid is conveyed into the blood stream. 
The same effect will, of course, be obtained with a liga¬ 
ture, tourniquet, or Esmarch bandage. It will be ob¬ 
tained, also, whenever the arterial pressure sinks away 
and afterwards recovers. For when we have collapse of 
the circulation, the blood stream is cut off from the 
periphery and metabolic exchanges are arrested ; and 
when the blood pressure is restored capillary blood 
vessels are reopened and the metabolic exchanges fallen 
in arrear are resumed. 

Our next series of experiments has reference to the 
effect of cold immersion. (Table). 

There is a broad similarity between these results and 
those set out in the previous Table. There are^ how¬ 
ever, differences. In the first place, the acidmmia is here 




44 


THE VETERINARY RECORD August 16, 1918^ 


much greater. Secondly—no doubt in correlation with 
the fact that the circulation in the limbs is not immedi¬ 
ately arrested by the cold immersion—the acidaemia 
is already manifest when the animal is removed from 
the ice-bath. And. thirdly , when we here test the 
muscle (we do this oy placing a piece of washed extir¬ 
pated muscle on red and blue litmus paper) we find it 
definitely acid instead of alkaline as normal muscle, or 
amphoteric as musele extirpated after simple occlusion 
of the artery. 

Resuscitation acidosis. We see that bringing back 
the circulation increases the acidaemia, and that the 
blood returning from the muscles is more acidosed than 
the blood taken from the right heart or vena portae. 
Aiid concurrent examination of the muscle reveals that, 
as the acidosis of the blood increases, that of the muscle 
degreases until its normal alkaline reaction is restored. 
A further point of practical import, brought out in con¬ 
nexion with rabbits 1 and 5, is that the animals, when 
they have to all appearance got over the effects of their 
cold immersion, may still be definitely acidaemic. It is 
shown that this acidaemia disappears after a few hours. 
This reversion to the normal may be safely assumed to 
be due to the acid being burned off in the system. 

Acidosis from hcemorrhage . This question has already 
been settled in the affirmative by the experiments of 
Mflroy, and we can see in two ways haemorrhage must 
fawwbr the development of acidaemia. It carries off 
eodium and potassium carbonates—the alkali available 
ter the neutralisation of acid. ‘And it depresses the 
arterial tension, and so interrupts the circulation at 
the periphery. That increases aeid production in the 
museles. 

Acidosis from violent muscular contractions. We 
may now pass on to study the effect of increasing the 
metabolism of the muscles to the point at which the 
oxygen supply becomes inadequate. We can do this by 
powerful faradisation. 

fYe have here, again, an acidmmia (Table). We see 
from the conditions of the experiment that it is a 
myogenous acidaemia; and we have confirmation of this 
in the circumstance that muscle tested immediately 
after tetanisation is, like musclejmmediately after cold 
immersion, definitely acid. And there is also another 
fwiat of resemblance between the acidaemia of tetanisa¬ 
tion a)id that of arterial occlusion and cold. When it 
has not b#en carried too far the acidaemia passes off 
after a few hoars. 

Acidosis of the wounded mem. As to the nature and 
genesis of the acid conveyed into the blood we may, as 
it seems to us, in the light of Fletcher’s work on the 
metabolism of muscle in the presence of oxygen and in 
its absence, with probability conclude that both in our 
experiments and in shock as seen in the wounded man 
.we are dealing with an acidaemia produced by lactic 
acid evolved in muscles which are by reason of arrest 
or collapse of the circulation cut off from their oxygen 
supply. When we think the matter over we see that 
this would be an acidsamia similar in character and 
derivation to that which developes in the dead body. 
The importance of recognising the fundamental identity 
of the acidaemia of shock and that which develops in 
the dead animal will presently emerge. 

Indications of Chilblains and Trench Joot being asso¬ 
ciated with Acidosis. It will be clear that the conditions 
which we dealt with in our ice-bath experiments and 
the conditions which produce chilblains and trench foot 
are essentialiy the same. From this we may safely 
argue that when acidosis is examined for in these con¬ 
ditions it will be found. 

Acidosis and Anaesthesia. The pathology of trench 
foot and that of general anaesthesia would seem to lie 
poles apart put in reality they would seem to have in 
•common the factor of a shutting off of the circulation 
and a resultant cutting down of oxygen supply from the 


muscles. This collapse of the circulation will, of course, 
be specially liable to supervene in severe and prolonged 
operations, in particular when undertaken in cold oper¬ 
ating theatres. In animals—inasmuch as with them 
struggling, asphyxia, and terror, are inevitable accom¬ 
paniments of every administration of anaesthetics—we 
are already as soon as the animal is under the influence 
of the anaesthetic confronted by a fully developed acid¬ 
osis, and this will, if the animal remains in good con¬ 
dition during the anaethesia, subsequently diminish. 
Cannon has emphasised the important practical points 
—the risk of superinducing upon the top of a ‘ wound- 
shock acidosis* an ‘ anaesthesia acidosis ’; and the 
special risk of superinducing asphyxia when adminis¬ 
tering an anaesthetic to an already acidosed patient.” 

Derivation of the Acidosis of Gas Gangrene. Two 
years ago one of us pointed out that gas gangrene is 
characterised by the development of an extreme acid¬ 
osis ; and that gas-gangrene patients who are in a state 
of collapse and quite inoperable can be resuscitated and 
brought into a condition to stand operation by the 
intravenous administration of bicarbonate of soda. The 
utility of this procedure appears now to be established, 
and the treatment is widely resorted to. There remains, 
however, the problem of the source of acidaemia. In 
connexion with this it was at the time suggested that 
the acid was elaborated by the bacillus of Welch. 

Now, in the light of the facts elicited by Cannon and 
ourselves, it has emerged that we must, in addition to 
acid elaborated by the microbe, take into our reckoning 
acid elaborated by muscle. That acid, converting as it 
would the alkaline muscle lymph into non-alkaline 
medium— i.c., a medium congenial to the bacillus of 
Welch—would provide for the infection a favourable 
point of departure. In connexion with thiB one of us 
has demonstrated that the fulminating gas-gangrene 
infection which is obtained in the dead animal is due to 
acid conveyed into the blood after death ; and, further, 
that a quite similar rapid pullulation of the microbe 
takes places in blood drawn off from the dead animal 
after the post-mortem acidaemia has developed. The 
results set out (Table) are those of typical experiments. 

There is another way in which acid produced in 
muscle may intervene in gas gangrene—not at the 
outset of the infection, but at the height of the tox¬ 
aemia. In that toxaemia we have invariably a collapse 
of the circulation comparable to that obtained in cold 
immersion; and to this might not unreasonably be 
ascribed, at any rate, the rapid progress of the acid- 
aemia. 

Resuscitation procedures in Shock. The ideas which 
we have been developing have clearly a direct bearing 
on the policy to be adopted in the treatment of cases of 
shock—the warming up of the patient, and the intra¬ 
venous injection of alkali recommended by Cannon. 
But there is an important distinction to be established. 
As a prophylactic measure the giving of hot drinks and 
the application of warmth is assuredly the ideal pro¬ 
cedure. For by maintaining the circulation the acid¬ 
osis will be prevented. No such enthusiastic view can 
be taken of heat applied as a remedial procedure in 
fully developed shock. Inevitably it will convey into 
the blood stream additional acid, increasing the acid¬ 
aemia. Our experiments upon rabbits subjected to cold 
immersion have very vividly impressed upon us that 
too rapid resuscitation by warmth— i.c. y a too precipitate 
washing of muscle acid into the blood—may be perilous 
to life. We venture to suggest that this possibility 
should, in connexion with resuscitation procedures— 
and not only in those applied to the wounded—be 
constantly kept in view. And it would seem to us 
theoretically desirable, for the avoidance of resuscita¬ 
tion acidsemias, wherever possible, to commence pro¬ 
cedures by a bicarbonate of soda injection. 


August 10, 1918 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


45 


THE L.S.A. ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 

By the Act of Congress approved June 3, 1916, the 
Veterinary Corps was placed in the Medical Depart¬ 
ment of the United States Army. Up to the time of 
the present war this service was not organised and no 
enlisted personnel was authorised. Under Act of Con- 

f ress approved May 18, 1917, a special order was issued 
y the Secretary for War authorising the organisation, 
for the period of the existing emergency, of a Veterinary 
Corps, National Aruiy, which should consist of 1 com¬ 
missioned officer and 16 enlisted men for each 400 ani¬ 
mals in service. The proportion of animals to men iu 
war is about 1 to 4. One good horse or mule is capable 
of doing practically as much work as four men. Animals 
are afflicted with many diseases that are common to 
man and some of them communicable to man. Statistics 
show that about 10 / of the animals in the army are 
constantly incapacitated. In former times this per¬ 
centage has been much higher and the nnfit animals 
were carried along with those that were working. This 
plan necessarily interfered with the mobility of an army. 
Much better results have been obtained by sending unfit 
animals back of the lines for treatment, where supplies 
and trained assistance are provided. Under the old 
plan it was possible to cure only about 60 / of those in¬ 
capacitated, while under the more modern methods 
practically 90 Z are cured and become more useful than 
green horses that are purchased for the army service. 

The Veterinary Service in the United States Army is 
comparatively a new organisation. In our civil war 
most of this work was done by the chief farrier or the 
chief blacksmith. In March, 1863, Congress passed an 
Act abolishing these positions and provided one veter¬ 
inary surgeon for each regiment of cavalry. President 
Lincoln evidently appreciated the value of veterinary 
service to the army, lie offered to some of the best 
veterinarians in the civil war the subaltern rank of 
lieutenant. They believed that they should have the 
rank of captain and unfortunately declined the rank 
offered. It is believed now that they should have 
accepted the rank, demonstrated their ability and made 
their service a necessity. 

In later years veterinary schools were organised and 
decided progress has been made in preventing and treat¬ 
ing the diseases of animals. At the present time there 
are a number of state schools all of which require a pre¬ 
liminary education of at least four years high school 
and a professional course of four years. These schools 
arc now turning out men who are well trained in the 
diseases of animals, animal hygiene, and meat and milk 
inspection. With necessary organisation and direction 
it should be possible to utilise these men in building up 
a veterinary service for the army that will be a credit to 
the Government. It is unfortunate that the work of 
organising this service could not have been completed 
in times of peace. Under present conditions it has 
required a great deal of extra effort on the part of the 
War 1 apartment and the Surgeon General to provide 
for the service. 

Up to the time of the present war the veterinary ser¬ 
vice was unorganised. There was no system of keeping 
records or directing the service. Fortunately, there 
were among the few men in the regular veterinary ser¬ 
vice of the army some who had served long and faith¬ 
fully in the army and had kept informed of the progress 
made in veterinary medicine in general, and especially 
in that part which pertained to Army Veterinary Service. 
The Surgeon General ordered three of these men to¬ 
gether with a few veterinarians from civil life to come 
to Washington to assist in organising the veterinary 
service. The following veterinarians have been assisting 
the Surgeon General in this work for the past three, 
months: Major Qesald JL Griffin, C#pt. Key $tancliijt, 


Lieut. A. L. Mason, David S. White, dean of the Veter- 
School, Ohio State University, L. A. Klein, dean of the 
Veterinary School, University of Pennsylvania, Charles 
E. Cotton, member of the Minnesota State Livestock 
Sanitary Board, and President of the American Veter¬ 
inary (Medical Association, and C. J. Marshall, State 
Veterinarian of Pennsylvania. 

The plan of organisation outlined for the Veterinary 
Cor|>s is practically the same as that of the Medical 
Corps. Provisions are made for advance and base veter¬ 
inary hospitals, veterinary service in connection with 
the purchase and transportation of animals at posts, in 
camps, on the march, embarkation depots and on trans¬ 
ports. The veterinary officer in charge of the adminis¬ 
tration of the Veterinary Corps is under the Surgeon 
General. Other veterinary officers in charge of corps, 
divisions, brigades, posts, detachments, regiments, etc., 
have the same relative titles as those of the Medical 
Corps and stand in the same relative position to (he 
Surgeon General. 

The work of organising the veterinary service is prac¬ 
tically completed. It is Doped that good results will be 
obtained. The service will be useful to the army and 
animal husbandry in general, and w ill encourage schools 
to extend or maintain the high standards which some, 
but not all, have already adopted.- From Journal of 
the American Veterinary Medical AMociation. 


Dipping and prosecution for Scab. 

In the Oban Justice of Peace Court, Charles Cargill, 
farmer, Pitarrow, Fordoun, Kincardineshire, was chargea 
with having on or about 11th April last sent or conveyed, 
or caused to be sent or carried, by the Caledonian Rail¬ 
way Company, seven Blackface ewe hoggs and six Black¬ 
face wedder hoggs which were affected with or suspected 
of sheep scab, contrary to the Diseases of Animals Act, 
1894, and the Sheep Scab Order, 1905. Mr. James 
Coats, j.p., Fiscal, appeared for the prosecution, and the 
respondent, Mr. Cargill, was represented by Mr. R. A. 
Mac Vicar, solicitor, Oban. A plea of not guilty was 
tendered. 

Mr. MacVicar pointed out that his correspondent 
(Mr. Cargill's solicitor at Laurencekirk) took up the 
position that the question of whether the sheep men¬ 
tioned were affected with scab or not was irrelevant in 
view of the fact that the respondent was authorised by 
the local authority to have the sheep removed, and that 
in so doing he had the authority of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture’s orders, and was thereby protected. 

Mr. Coats replied that what he had to prove was the 
uestion of fact .'as to whether the sheep came from 
i&urencekirk and were found to be affected with Bcab 
on their arrival at Taynuilt. The fact that permission 
for removal was granted could not relieve the respondent 
of responsibility. 

The Chairman, ex-provost F. W. Cooper, held thAt 
the Court had only to deal with the complaint before 
them. They did not know anything about the local 
authority. 

Constable Roderick Mackenzie said he saw Mr. 
MacDougall’s sheep being untrucked at Taynuilt sta- 
ion on the evening of 12th April. There were 241 sheep 
in the lot, and he suspected from their movements that 
some of them were affected with scab. He thereupon 
examined one of the animals, and it was pretty bad. 
He examined five that evening, and found all of them 
affected. He sent some of the wool to Superintendent 
Mackenzie, Oban. On the following Monday (15th 
April) witness went to Drisaaig farm and examined all 
the sheep which came back from the wintering at 
Laurencekirk. He found 13 had scab. All the animals 
affected looked as if they bad had the disease for a con¬ 
siderable time previous to 15th April. 
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Peter MacNicol, shepherd at Drissaig, corroborated* 
and John MacDougall, veterinary surgeon, Oban, gave 
evidence as to his examination of wool sent him, and 
subsequently of the sheep at Drissaig, when he found 
13 hoggs suffering from sheep scab. The sheep in ques¬ 
tion could not have become affected with scab between 
12th April, the date of their return from Laurencekirk, 
and Monday, 15th April, when he examined them. 

In reply to Mr. MacVicar, witness said it was quite 
possible for the sheep to be affected with scab on 15th 
April, although they might have been double dipped at 
Laurencekirk on 20th March and 2nd April. 

Charles Cargill, the respondent, stated in examin¬ 
ation by Mr. MacVicar, that Mr. MacDougall’s sheep 
arrived at his place for the wintering in October, 
1917, and they were dipped about 10th November. 
Witness informed the local authority of his intention, 
and they sent an inspector to see the dipping carried 
out. At that time witness did not notice anything 
wrong with the sheep. About the end of December the 
Chief Constable of Kincardine received a notice from 
the Board of Agriculture intimating that Mr. Mac- 
Dougall’s sheep should be double dipped, as they had 
been in contact with sheep affected with scab. That 
dipping was carried out in December and January, Mr. 
MacDougall, the owner of the sheep, attending the 
second dipping. In the month of March witness sus¬ 
pected the sheep were again showing signs of scab, and 
ne at once reported the matter to the local authority as 
well as to Mr. MacDougall. The sheep were dipped on 
the 20th March. A very strong dip was used. Seven 
of the animals seemed to be affected. These were 
hand-washed. On 2nd April the sheep were again ex¬ 
amined by the local constable, the sheep formerly found 
infected being again hand-washed. The sheep at that 
time all appeared to be clean, and witness applied to the 
local authority for permission to have them removed. 
The bargain was that the sheep were to be returned on 
1st April. As the representative of the local authority 
considered that the slieep were clean, witness received 
the necessary authority to return the sheep to Argyll¬ 
shire. 

Police Constable Wm. Napier, Auchenblae, Kincar¬ 
dineshire, the local inspector under the Diseases of 
Animals Act, gave evidence as to the various dippings 
carried out by the respondent. 

Charles George, Chief Constable. Kincardineshire, 
who was the Chief Inspector for tne local authority 
under the Diseases of Animals Act, said the first he heard 
of the sheep was about 20th December, when he was 
asked by the Board of Agriculture to see that the sheep 
in'question were double dipped, as scab had broken out 
at Drissaig farm. That was done, the dipping took 
place on 22nd December and 3rd January. He reported 
the dipping to the Board of Agriculture, and asked the 
local inspector to keep an eye on the sheep. About 19th 
or 20th March the local inspector again reported that 
there were symptoms, and the sheep were again double 
dipped. On the 9th April witness received a telephone 
message asking if Mr. Cargill could send the sheep 
home to Drissaig. He replied in the affirmative, as the 
local inspector nad reported that the sheep were free 
of the disease. He granted the necessary order. Wit¬ 
ness was greatly surprised when he heard from Supt. 
Mackenzie, Oban, that scab had been discovered on tne 
sheep when they returned from Kincardine. 

In reply to Mr. Coats, witness said, in view of what 
had happened, it would have been wise to get a veter¬ 
inary surgeon to examine the sheep, but he followed out 
the course recommended by the Board of Agriculture’s 
inspector in the month of December. 

The Chairman said that this was the most curious 
case of sheep scab prosecution that had ever come before 
him. It amounted to this: that all parties had observed 
the regulations, but the regulations were not sufficient 


to carry into effect the purpose intended. As the object 
of these prosecutions was to stamp out sheep scab, he 
thought the attention of the Board of Agriculture should 
be drawn to this particular case, so that the Board 
might see that the regulations were sufficient for the 
purpose m view. 

Mr. Coats pointed out that the offence consisted in 
removing sheep which were affected with scab. It did 
not matter how many double dippings the sheep got; 
what the Court had to deal with was that scab was dis¬ 
covered immediately on the arrival of the sheep at Tay- 
nuilt. It was the duty of Mr. Cargill, the respondent, to 
see that the sheep were clear of scab when they left his 
farm ; but the curious thing was that from first to last 
no attempt had been made to call in a veterinary sur¬ 
geon. The practice in Argyllshire in such a case was 
that sheep could not be removed without a certificate 
from a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. MacVicar said that in this case the respondent 
had followed the correct procedure. Mr. Coats seemed 
to imply that the onus was on Mr. Cargill to call in a 
veterinary surgeon to see whether there was scab or not. 
The respondent had conformed with the regulations of 
the Board of Agriculture, and he had therefore done 
everything he was asked to do. 

The Chairman said he could not see how that state¬ 
ment could clear Mr. Cargill of the charge of removing 
sheep which were affected with, or suspected of, sheep 
scab. 

The Court found the charge proved, and a fine of 
£2 2s. was imposed. 

The Chairman, in announcing the decision, said the 
fine had been limited in this case for the reason that it 
appeared that Mr. Cargill had made quite a reasonable 
effort to comply with the regulutions, as these were 
interpreted in Kincardine, but that interpretation did 
not seem to the Court to be sufficient to carry out the 
purpose in view, which was to prevent sheep affected 
with scab being carried by rail. 

Mr. MacVicar asked the Court to state a case. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

War Office, July 26. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the following 
Awards to the following Officers and Warrant Officers 
in recognition of their gallantry and devotion to duty in 
the Field 

The Military Cross. 

* * * -ii- 

Temp. Capt. J. S. Young, a.v.c.— He took over a large 
number of horses, stampeded by shell fire and wounded: 
with great coolness and resource he restored order, and 
although the enemy were rapidly advancing he placed 
wounded men on the horses, and so assisted them to a 
place of safety. He also completed the arms and equip¬ 
ment of fighting troops from the packs of stray horses. 

War Office, Aug. 6. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War by Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir J. L. van Deventer, k.c.b , Commanding-in-Chief, 
British Forces East Africa, for distinguished services 
during the operations from May 30 to December, 1917 

Army Veterinary Corps. 

Capt W. W. Henderson. 

South African V. Corps. 

Capt. M. Cunningham, Capt. F. J. Dunning, Capt. 
A. M. Howie. 

Eabt African V.C.—Capt. M. H. Reid. 
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Extract* from London OautU % 

War Ornos, Whitehall, Aug. 1. 

Rmuux Forges. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. CapL W. C. Quinuell relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of Dep. Asst. Dir. 
of Vety. Servs. (July 16). 

CapL J. Harrison to be actg. Major while holding the 
appt. of Dept. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Serve. (July 16). 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt.:—R. B. Crichton (July 18). 

To be temp. Lieut. E. K. Smith (July 15). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Hon. Capt. T. F. Flood relinquishes 
his com inn. and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 
(Aug. 1). 

Aug. 2. 

Maj. W. C. Lowe, f.r.c.v.s relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Lt.*Col. on ceasing to be specially empld. (May 5). 

Maj. W. C. Lowe, f.r.c.v.s , to be actg. LL-Col. whilst 
empld. as Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (June 18). 

To be temp. Lt.R. G. Linton (July 15). 

Aug. 3. 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt.C. F. Johnston (June 11). 

Aug. 6. 

Capt to be Maj.:—P. V. Beatty (Nov. 2, 1916, sen. July 
10,1915, and nrec. next below Maj. E. S. Gillett, c.i.k.). 
(substituted for notification in Gazette July 24). 

Maj. A. E. Clarke, Res. of Off., to be actg. Lt. Col. 
while holding the appt. of Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. 
(June 16). 

To be temp. Lts.C. W. Elam (July 15); R. C. Scott 
(July 17> 

Aug. 7. 

Temp. Orror. and Hon. Lieut, to be Hon. Capt.H. R. 
Rose (June 1). 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 


ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

R. H. Bird, Greeley, Colorado £110 

F. T. Harvey, St. Columb, Cornwall 110 
W. A. Macgregor, Capt. a.v.c. (t.f.) 110 

A. V. Nicholas, Capt. a.v.c. 1 1 0 

J. Richardson, CapL a.v.c. 1 1 l 

Previously acknowledged 935 2 11 


£940 7 11 

OBITUARY. 


veterinary practice, and passed his examinations with 
high honours. He started in practice at Eccleshall, but 
afterwards joined in partnership with the late Mr. \Vm. 
Carless, on whose death Mr. Reginald Carless joined the 
firm. The deceased gentleman, who was 51 years of 
age, had been in poor health for some time. As a young 
man he was a member of the Stafford Athletic Club. 
His wife died about three years ago. There are two 
children. The funeral, preceded by a Mass at St. Austin’s 
Roman Catholic Churcn, took place at the Cemetery on 
Wednesday. 


DISSATISFIED. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record” 

Dear Sir,—In yonr editorial article dated July 27th, yon 
draw attention to certain privileges granted to the profes 
sion, You remark that, “ much of this is due to the vigil¬ 
ance and ability with which the chief representatives of the 
Council have furthered our just claims.” May I be per¬ 
mitted to trespass on your valuable space to suggest that 
perhaps there are many of the profession who are of opinion 
that the work of the Council is not what it might be ? 

The advantages which your article mentions, namely, 
concessions as regards petrol, rations, etc., are certainly of 
value—but only to those members who aro carrying on 
practices at home. We hear of their increased work and 
the extra demand made upon them, but surely they are 
getting paid for it, and veterinary aurgaona at home are 
experiencing a time of prosperity. 

Now as I believe the majority of the profession, and cer¬ 
tainly all of what I term the younger members, are serving 
with the A.V.C., may I ask, What have the Council done 
for them? You say that we have been treated “ no better 
or no worse than it (War Office) is accustomed to treat 
other professional men.” I think that is hardly correct. 
A doctor joining the It. A.M.C. can receive consolidated pay 
at 24/- per day—an increase of about 5/6 per day of a V.S. 
Junior officers of most branches of the Service have, since 
war started, been granted two increases of pay. Under 
conscription I see no reason why a professional man should 
receive higher pay than that of a combatant officer, but it 
is hard on those who gave their professional services at the 
commencement of the war, having based their calculations 
of their being able to keep their families, premises, etc., on 
thier pay at the then value of the sovereign. Now, though 
the value of money has decreased vet no attempt has been 
made to comi>ensate these men, as in other branches of the 
Service. A 2nd Lieut, now receives 10/b per day instead of 
about 5/11 at the commencement of the war. The A.V.C. 
officer receives the same as when the war started. 

Furthermore, have the Council taken any interest in the 
condition of affairs of officers of the A.V.C.—whether satis¬ 
faction is given as to methods adopted in promotion, hon¬ 
ours, etc.? I believe 1 am expressing the dissatisfaction 
that is among many junior members of the profession. 

I regret having to use a mun de plume .—Yours faithfully, 

August 8th. “One or many.” 


Lawton S. Sedgwick, m.d., m.r.c.v.s., Rangoon. 

Graduated, Glas : May, 1904. A way with Fraudulent Remedies in U.S.A. 

Mr. Sedgwick died at Bwlchcroeafaen, Isygarreg, R.D., Seizures of sixty-two cases of a so called hog cholera 
Montgomery, on 25th July, aged 42 years. remedy in Iowa and North Carolina upon order of 

__ _ ^ •« the Federal Courts (mark a determined effort on the 

H. Thackeray, m.r.c.v.s., Eastgate, Stafford. part 0 f t j, e |Tnited States Department of Agriculture 

Loud : July, 1900. to s top interstate traffic in so-called hog cholera reme- 

The death of Mr. Harry Thackeray, partner in the dies which do not cure, prevent nor control this 

firm of Carlesa and Thackeray, veterinary surgeons, of disease which has such an im|w>rtant bearing on the 

Stafford, took place at his residence, Wolverhampton Nation’s pork supply. The seized goods are now in 

Road, on Sunday, July 28. The deceased gentleman custody of United States Marshals pending action 
was the son of a cotton-spinner at Stalybridge, his under the Focd and Drugs Act. The Government 
father dying when Mr. Thackeray was a boy. He came charges that this remedy will not prevent, or cure 
to Stafford and was articled to Messrs. Ginders and hog-cholera, as claimed on the labels of the seized 
Tumor, estate agents, but later took to the study ef products. 
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The Bureau of Animal Industry, through its veter¬ 
inarians and experts in animal diseases, is cooperating 
actively with tne Bureau of Chemistry in this cam¬ 
paign to control interstate traffic in fraudulent stock 
remedies. 


Notes on the Isle of Wight Bee Disease. 

Bee disease does not appear in the professional curri¬ 
culum of the veterinary surgeon, and therefore the fol¬ 
lowing note—one of several which have appeared in 
The Pharmaceutical Journal —is unlikely to appeal 
directly to more than a very few of our readers, 1 One 
uestion that suggests itself is, Who should attend to it? 
t scarcely seems to belong to the rble of the medical 
man ; or to the prescribing chemist. And it may be 
remembered that one of the early achievements of 
Pasteur was a successful investigation of silkworm dis¬ 
ease, which was the means of preserving a great national 
industry. There is not so much to be said for the con¬ 
servation of the honey crop : but we are reminded by 
several obtrusive and unmistakeable conditions of life 
that we are living on islands ; and it is not a long jump 
to the idea that if we want to go on living—in reason¬ 
able comfort—we must conserve all sources of food, 
both now and in the future. 


Without entering into a comparison of the relative 
merits of the two “ schools of thought,” Aberdeen and 
Cambridge, as to the contributory causes of bee disease, 
a brief report as to the present position of the epidemic 
will be of inte rest. Taking the case of one apiary of 
forty-six hives, all of them imported last year from the 
mainland, and which seemed in perfectly good health at 
the end of the summer, it was found on examining the 
broods last week that twenty-eight out of forty-six had 
perished. Whether the remainder will survive the rest 
of the winter it is difficult to say. This proves to a 
certain extent that feeding with medicated sugar is a 
fail ore. 

Following Mr. Anderson’s line of thought that sugar 
feeding is detrimental, a case in point is as follows :—A 
brood of bees escaped from a hive over three years ago, 
and took up their habitat in the roof of a barn. In a 


state of nature be it said, they have survived three win¬ 
ters of severe weather, and, as far as I know, are still 
going strong. However, the sugar theory breaks down 
when we take into consideration that a disease arising 
from sugar feeding would have been widespread, instead 
of being localised, as it was at the first, seeing that sugar 
feeding is general all over Great Britain. 

Going back to the time of the outbreak of the disease 
in a virulent form, some fourteen years ago, the island 
was swept from end to end, and practically every hive 
of bees perished. At that time a comb of honey taken 
from a hive in which the disease was prevalent was 
brought to me for examination, and the least that could 
be said about it was that it was one mass of filth. The 
theory that the disease is not spread by coming in con¬ 
tact with the excrement of those affected, seeing that 
bees, as a rule, evacuate some distance from the hive, 
does not hold good. If one bee in the hive becomes 
affected it becomes so weak, and the dysentery so acute, 
that the insect is unable to leave the hive, with the 
result that the excrement is dispersed wherever it may 
happen to crawl. Sometimes it happens that bees come 
outside the hive and are unable to return, and finally 
die from exposure. It. is obvious that the immediate 
neighbourhood of the hive must be contaminated. Mr. 
McLanachan’s ideas of drastic disinfection are perfectly 
justified, and, from many points of view, if bee disease 
is not infectious, it looks remarkably like it. 

D. F. Ritchie. 

Newport, Isle of Wight. 


Sheep Diseases investigation. 

At a meeting’of the directors of the Scottish Chamber 
of Agriculture held on Friday, 26th July, a letter was 
read from Mr. Hugh Duncan, ll.b., secretary of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, asking the co-operation of 
the Chamber in raising funds for the investigation into 
diseases of sheep breeding to be carried out by Professor 
Gaiger. Reference was made to another investigation 
along the same lines already in progress, and the secre¬ 
tary was instructed to obtain information regarding the 
relation between the two. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders.f 

Parasitic 
Mange. 1 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(b) 

Swine Fever. 
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breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

| Out¬ 
breaks 

(b) \ 

Ani¬ 
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Out¬ 
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(*) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. * 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Aug. 3 

• / 1917 

c rsst t 1 ~ 

4 

6 

1 


1 

1 

58 

101 

1 

28 

13 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 



2 

1 2 
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33 

30 

20 

61 

49 

40 

2 

28 

72 

60 

10 

54 

172 

Tptal, for 31 weeks, 1918 . 

/ 19]7 

Corresponding 1 ' .. 

■ p« ri ° din 1 ig» ::: 

159 

179 



24 

65 

3203 

6298 

247 

904 

359 

313 

348 

393 

358 

409 

451 

1 

24 

16 

34 

34 

28 

87 

63 

1768 

1C20 

1540 

3461 

3690 

11179 

393 

178 

159 

1603 

3042 

2747 

690 

8439 

12360 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(o Confirmed, (b) Reported bv Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked City of Edinburgh 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 6, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Horses and Motors. 

Amongst the many problems of the near future, 
one which will affect the veterinary profession both 
in practice and in pocket, will he the relative posi¬ 
tion of horses and motors in traction and transport. 
Anything like the huge displacement of horses 
which took place in the large towns with the ad¬ 
vent of electrical traction is, of course, impossible, 
hut for some years there has been a steady increase 
in the development of heavy motor transport with 
relative displacement of heavy and middle weight 
draught horses. The present shortage of petrol is 
owing chiefly to two causes—the demands of mili¬ 
tary service with its thousands of motor lorries and 
other vehicles; and the deficiency of freightage, 
from like necessity. These causes are both tem¬ 
porary; and with the added experience of what can 
he done with motor power on heavy vehicles it is 
more than probable that there will be an increased 
use of them in civil occupations. 

In the direction of agricultural work there is at the 
moment a great increase in motor traction; there 
are thousands of engines in use attached to imple¬ 
ments which were formerly horse-drawn. Many of 
these may be said to be on trial; a few have "come 
to stay ”, foremost among them Wyles motor plough, 
Fowler s, of Leeds, with others of similar type. 
The acceleration in the work of the plough in the 
farmer s everlasting gamble against time and 
weather makes that a foregone conclusion. The 
heavier types of general utility engines are on a dif¬ 
ferent footing: the heavy-land farmer “has no use 
fur them’: the light land farmer can do with a less 
powerful engine. The life of the lighter built en¬ 
gines will be relatively shorter—and in all there is 
the question of time lost in stoppages, and of cost in 
repairs. So that although there is probability of a 
reduction in farm horses, it is yet a long way to 
the disappearance of the horse from agricultural 
work. This, and the increased value of live stock 

-now and for some years to come, which has 
resulted in the stock owner finding that it pays 
• im to utilize the knowledge and skill of the veter¬ 
inary surgeon, will go far to maintain the country 
practitioner. To help in this direction other ani 
mal diseases are gradually being brought under 
control. And there is room for extension: our 
agricultural practice has not yet touched the poul¬ 
try yard on the continent and in U.S.A. this has 
i>een in the hands of the veterinarian for years. 

So far. then, as the present outlook carries us, it 
appears that the future for the country practitionor 
h distinctly hopeful, while that of fcho townsman as 
affected by horse practice, is decidedly less so. 


An Intra-palpebral Diagnostic Reaction 
for Epizootic Lymphangitis. 

Lanfranchi published an article upon thissubjeot 
in II Modrnio Zonjatro for 1917. The diagnosis of 
epizootic lymphangitis does not generally present 
groat difficulties. The clinical picture, in its typio&i 
demonstration, is characteristic; and the micro¬ 
scopical examination of closed or reoently opened 
nodules shows the cryptococcus of Rivolta. Some¬ 
times, however, on account of the diverse phases of 
the evolution of the disease, the variations which 
that evolution may present, or the diversity of its 
localisations, a clinical diagnosis is not possible. 
Lanfranchi has, therefore, attempted to discover a 
specific diagnostic reaction. 

As inoculating material he has used pus asoeptio- 
ally obtained from mature but still unopened nod¬ 
ules, and very rich in cryptococci. His preparatory 
technique is as follows, lie adds two parts of sul¬ 
phuric ether to one part of the material, shakes the 
mixture frequently, and leaves it for twenty-four 
hours. lie then evaporates the ether by means of 
a water-bath, restores the material to its primitive 
volume by adding distilled water, shakes it afresh, 
and leaves it for another twenty-four hours, after 
which he places it in a water-bath at 80° C. for 
from lf> to 20 minutes. When it has cooled, he 
places it in an electric centrifuge at from 2000 to 
3000 revolutions per minute for from 20 to 30 
minutes, after which he decants the liquid part, 
which is that to ho injected. The dose varies from 
2A c.c. to 3c.c., according to the richness in crypto¬ 
cocci of the pus usod ; and the injection is made 
intrapalpebrally as in the case of mallein. 

In healthy horses, in glandered one9, and in 
those suffering from strangles or ordinary lymph¬ 
angitis, the injection of the extract ohtained in this 
manner produces an oedema limited to the point of 
injection, or at most to the lower eyelid. The 
(edema commences at the end of one or two boars, 
roachos it maximum at the end of eight or ten 
hours, and disappears totally in from 20 to 24 
hours. 

In horses affected with epizootic lymphangitis 
the local reaction commoncos at the second hour, 
and in the fourth hour is diffused all over the lower 
oyelid, notably diminishing the palpebral fissure. 
The (edema augments, and in from twenty-four to 
forty-right hours reaches the inferior limit of the 
zygomatic crest. This reaction persists for some 
hours, and disappears gradually. The cedematous 
part is tense, warm, and very sensitive. 

I In addition, purulent conjunctivitis is observed, 
j At the end of four hour, small clots of a Yellowish 
i material are seen in the internal angle 01 the eye , 
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and these increase in the next twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours. In some animals the discharge is 
abundant, and flows out from the lower eyelid. 

These manifestations are more intense and more 
lasting in animals presenting incipient lesions, the 
nodules of which are not yet mature and are few in 
number. 

The local positive reaction is accompanied by a 
certain thermic reaction, which commences seven or 
eight hours after the injection, reaches its maximum 
at from the eighteenth to the twenty-fourth hour, 
and returns to the normal at the end of from 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours. A general re¬ 
action, on the contrary, is absent in the majority 
of cases. 

Lanfranchi concludes by admitting that his ex¬ 
periments do not yet confer a general practical 
utility upon the method. That can only be gained 
when a culture medium is found in which Rivolta’s 
cryptococcus developes luxuriantly and abundantly. 
—(Revista de Veterinaria de Espana). 

Pulmonary Sarcoma causing symptoms 
of Emphysema. 

Frohner recorded this case in the Monatscheftfilr 
practische Tierheilkunde. An eight-year-old mare 
showed symptoms of intense pulmonary emphy¬ 
sema-great dyspnea of marked abdominal type, 
respiratory movements numbering from 60 to 80 
per minute, excessive extension of the tympanic 
sound upon percussion as far as the last rib, ab¬ 
sence of pulmonary sonority in the pulmonary 
zones, and accentuated vesicular respiration. Post¬ 
mortem examination revealed sarcoma of both 
lungs. The lungs were double their normal vol¬ 
ume, and section revealed numerous hard sarco¬ 
matous centres ranging from the size of peas to 
that of beans. The case shows that it is not poss¬ 
ible to diagnose pulmonary emphysema with abso¬ 
lute certainty during life.— (Revista Veterinaria de 
Espana ). 

W. R. C. 


PERSONAL INFLUENCE OF THE INSPECTOR. 

By Dr. W. H. Dalrymple, Department of Veterinary 

Science, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 

The following is an abstract of a highly instructive 
address delivered by Dr Dalrymple at the conference of 
Bureau inspectors engaged in tick eradication work held 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, January 15-18, 1918. 

[We reprint this abstract with not a little pleasure : First 
because Dr. Dalrymple is an old correspondent—he is a 
Glasgow College graduate—and we are pleased to see him 
“making good.” Secondly because he is here urging a point 
that has several times been put forward in these pages— 
that it is necessary, very necessary, to attend to the educa¬ 
tion of the Btock owner. It iB true that we have not tick- 
fever nor, at present, pleuro-pneumonia to deal with : but 
there are others to “get on with.”] 

“The Man in Authority. One of the most desirable 
and valuable qualifications in the man with authority is 
first of all an accurate knowledge of the work over 
which he presides and the gift of being able to handle 
other men satisfactorily. Although a man may be a 
master in the details of his work, yet if he is lacking in 


the personality and tact necessary to success his manner 
is more liable to repel than attract people to him, with 
the resultant lack of cooperation afforded him, and con¬ 
sequent hindrance to the accomplishment of the ends 
desired. 

It is generally conceded that the greatest obstacle to 
the most successful prosecution of veterinary sanitary 
work, in which may be included tick eradication, is the 
gross ignorance of the people as to the procedure and 
the ultimate result sought. Antagonism is displayed 
despite the fact that the work is carried on for their 
individual benefit and that of the community and state 
in which they live. And yet, without some effort being 
consistently and continuously exerted to dispel such 
ignorance, final success must of necessity be consider¬ 
ably delayed. Hence in this particular phase of the 
work success depends largely upon the men in authority 
being endowed with personal magnetism and tact¬ 
fulness. 

(Dr. Dalrymple at this poiot related several entertain¬ 
ing instances in his early work us a veterinary inspector 
in Ireland in connection with contagious pleuro-pneu¬ 
monia. The reminiscences illustrated very forcrbly the 
value and importance of tolerance and tactfulness in 
inspiring confidence in the people, and securing their 
good-will and cooperation). 

Obstacles to Tick Eradication. Anyone who has 
been in touch with tick eradication since the beginning 
of the campaign knows the trials and tribulations 
through which he has had to pass and the many ob¬ 
stacles which have incessantly confronted him. _ While 
many of these have been overcome there still exist, and 
will to the end, those of a similar character which must 
be tackled. 

In mentioning a few of these obstacles I think we 
may give ignorance, which might be extended to gross 
all-round ignorance on the part of the laity, the very 
first place. Ignorance concerning the true object to be 
attained ; ignorance regarding the fever tick and its life 
habits ; ignorance concerning the methods of procedure 
for the destruction of the parasite and the fever with 
it; and ignorance as to the value of the work to the 
individual cattle owner, etc. 

It appears to me, that with an average amount of 
tact, and a little more condescension, if you will, a great 
deal of this ignorance might be dispelled by a Tittle 
man-to-man and heart-to-heart talk concerning the 
various phases of the problem. In other words, letting 
in the true light to the darkened understandings, for the 
normal individual, even with the densest sort of com¬ 
prehension, may be made to see and understand if only 
the problem is clearly explained to him and more par¬ 
ticularly if it is done in a tactful way and in a manner 
which appeals to the man, arouses his interest, and gains 
his confidence, friendship, and good-will. 

True, suspicion is a dominant factor with many of 
these people. This, too, is born of ignorance, through 
erroneous information proffered by similarly ignorant or 
suspicious individuals. Once ignorance is dispelled, 
suspicion also will gradually vanish. 

The lack of cooperation is a tremendous obstacle in 
this important worlk ; and where are we to place the 
cause for this want of sympathy, if not in the ignorance 
of so many of our people 1 Cooperation suggests correct 
understanding and enthusiasm ; and once the people 
get understanding through enlightenment, cooperation 
is bound to follow. It cannot be otherwise; a man 
may be ignorant, but that is no indication of his being 
a fool, to his own detriment, if once he sees the light. 

Selfish Objectors. There is another class of people 
who, although they may not be wholly ignorant of con¬ 
ditions, yet for selfish personal reasons frequently ob¬ 
struct the progress of tick eradication. I refer to the 
man with cattle but with insufficient or no pasture of 
his own, and depending for the sustenance of his cattle 
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upon free range or the generosity of his neighbour. This 
man fears a stock law which he considers would inter¬ 
fere with his business, and for purely personal reasons 
he has no sympathy with the work, and blatantly calls 
out for “ personal liberty,” which he seems to interpret 
as the right to selfishly benefit himself at the expense of 
his neighbour and everybody around him. Then we 
have the unpatriotic citizen who seems to object to 
contribute his due share to taxation through legitimate 
assessment of his cattle, which he believes the work of 
tick eradication would force him to do. VVe are all 
familiar with these obstructionists, and time will, of 
course, eventually straighten them out through the gen¬ 
eral enactment and enforcement of suitable legislation. 
This desirable result, however, may be very materially 
assisted by accurate information judiciously and tact¬ 
fully imparted to the people themselves. 

There is another class of obstructionist who bobs up 
periodically and who, unfortunately, is rather effective 
in his methods. I refer to the little politician with 
some petty political office in view. This man carefully 
feels the pulse of his community regarding the tick 
eradication question, and if he finds that ignorance pre¬ 
vails and consequently an aversion to the work, be loses 
no opportunity to add to this ignorance and to strengthen 
the people in their spirit of aversion. He simply plays 
upon the credulity of the uninformed, so that he may 
successfully ride into office through their votes. 

This class of citizen usually knows better, but his 
campaign is conducted in an absolutely selfish manner, 
without any regard whatever for the real good of his 
neighbours or for the successful development of his 
community or of his state. He is a dangerous man, 
however, because through his sophomoric campaign 
talks and speeches be is frequently able to sway the 
minds of the people, and in some instances the minds of 
the local authorities in the county, whose assistance and 
cooperation are so much needed to successfully carry on 
the work, by posing as the “friend of the poor farmer” 
against imaginary governmental aggression. 

Even in a case of this kind there is a remedy. The 
“ toxin ” of ignorance must be carefully combated by the 
judicious use of the “antitoxin” 01 knowledge. In 
other words our poorly informed people must be edu¬ 
cated, so that they may be able to think intelligently 
for themselves and base their conclusions upon proved 
facts. 

Summary. As this whole matter appears to me, it 
would seem to resolve itself into two mam issues, viz: 

1. The fact that great ignorance still prevails con¬ 
cerning the work of tick eradication, and which must of 
necessity be dispelled before we may hope to reach the 
goal of tick freedom in the shortest possible time : and 

2. That the only feasible method to accomplish this, 
as I see it, is through the education of the people ; 
which I believe will largely devolve upon the county 
inspector, who is presumed to come into daily contact 
witn the cattle owners in his immediate locality. 

This would suggest, therefore, that the inspector must 
not only be familiar with every phase of the work, but 
he should be an educator—shall I say of the kinder¬ 
garten type! because it should be remembered that his 
“pupils” are but babies in knowledge of the problem he 
is trying to solve. He should be patient, tolerant, and 
svmpatnetic, but withal be should be firm, and he 
should be a student of human nature, so that he may 
draw the people to him through being able to adapt 
himself to their various idiosyncracies, their peculiari¬ 
ties of temperament, etc. 

Education, therefore, is the surest weapon we possess 
with which to bring the tick fight to a “peaceful issue” 
in the shortest time possible, because it will bring with 
it all other measures necessary to accomplish the final 
result. 


I fully realize, of course, the magnificent work that 
I has already been done in the face of all the obstacles 
mentioned, and no doubt others which I have failed to 
allude to. There is a great deal yet to be accomplished, 
and there is still an immense amount of gross ignorance, 
and what 1 have said is more in the nature of an appeal 
to those who expect to be in the fight during the re¬ 
mainder of the campaign. 

Finally, we must always bear in mind that this 
country is at grips with the most powerful (military) 
and relentless foe which possibly the world has ever 
known, in the greatest conflict of which there is any 
record in history, and on the outcome of which depend 
momentous consequences. Therefore, everything that 
it is possible to do to conserve and increase the food 
supply in meat and meat-food products at this time of 
stress, and for some time in the future, should be done, 
not alone from the standpoint of patriotism but as an 
absolute necessity—in fact a war measure. I am of the 
opinion that the successful early completion of the work 
of tick eradication in the South will be one of the most 
potent factors in aiding our country and our associates 
in the war to decide the conflict favourably .”—Journal 
0 / the A merican Veterinary Medical Association. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

[National V.M. A.—Southern Branch.] 

A meeting was held at 50 Friar Street, Reading, on 
Friday, July 26, when Mr. J. Willett, [’resident, was in 
the chair ; and there were also present: Messrs. F. W. 
Willett, Staines ; J. Parker, Fariogdon ; J. R. Baxter, 
Lechlade ; and G. P. Male, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, 
Reading. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. W. A. Hancock, Uxbridge ; J. East, Aylesbury ; 
S. H. Slocock, Hounslow ; T. B. Ooodall, Christchurch; 
VV. Pauer, Blackwater; G. E. King, Abingdon; J. 
Varney, Winslow; J. McKerlie, Hungerford; R. J. 
Verney, Oxford; J. W. McIntosh and Prof. G. H. 
Wooldridge, London. 

C ain't syondencc. In January the Association passed 
a resolution expressing sympathy with Mr. King in his 
illness, and Mrs. King had written acknowledging the 
letter with many thanks. 

Mr. Bullock had also written acknowledging a special 
donation of £1 19s. 4d. to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, and expressing the hope that the 
excellent example set by the Royal Counties would be 
followed by other Societies. 

Election of Members. The following were elected 
members of the Association : Prof, G. H. Wooldridge, 
k.r.c.v.s., London : Mr. F. W. Willett, m.r.c.v.8., Staines; 
Mr. It. G. Gillard, m.r.c.v.8., Oxford. 

The Hon. Sec. said that since their last meeting Mrs. 
Willett, wife of their esteemed President, had passed 
away. He was sure they would wish to pass a vote of 
condolence to him in his very great bereavement. Mrs. 
Willett was a personal friend, and also a very great 
friend of that Association. He attended the funeral as 
representing the Association. 

The vote was passed in silence, all the members 
standing. 

The President made feeling acknowledgment. 

Veterinary Fees. 

The meeting then discussed a resolution passed by 
the National V.M.A. at their last meeting in London, 
re an increase in Veterinary Fees. 

The President said that their Secretary and he 
attended that meeting in London, and it was chiefly 
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through Mr. Male that the resolution proposing that 
the matter be discussed by the Branches had been car¬ 
ried. Unfortunately, however, the decisions arrived at 
had not been published, but at his urgent request Prof. 
Wooldridge, after consultation with the President, had 
inserted it in The Veterinary Record last week. It was 
of no use hanging it up until after the war, and it was 
necessary to go into the matter quickly so that it should 
be a guide to the profession. If the increase was agreed 
to a veterinary surgeon could then go with a paper in 
his hand to show that this was the case. He suggested 
that each item should be discussed separately. 

Mr. Male said it is really a matter for the local Asso¬ 
ciations, as the fees differ in different parts of the 
country. He thought it better if each Association dis¬ 
cussed the matter, and if all the members agreed to the 
suggested increase and loyally carried it out there would 
be no difficulty with their clients. It was of no use pass¬ 
ing resolutions unless all intended to carry them out. 
Live stock had increased so much in value, and farmers 
and others were in a better position now than ever 
before, all our expenses had increased enormously and 
we appeared to be the only people who had not propor¬ 
tionately raised their fees. 

Mr. F. W. Willett said they understood that at 
Manchester and the north they would raise the fees by 
50 per cent., and in other districts by 33j per cent. He 
had found no difficulty in obtaining an increase of 25 
per cent, by simply adding that amount to the bills. 

Mr. Parker said he had been charging 20 per cent 
He thought 25 per cent, would be a fair charge, and that 
clients would not object. Charge them any more and 
he thought they would object. The price of petrol, 
drugs, wages, etc., had gone up so mucn that the fees 
must be increased to correspond. 

The President : Would you increase on each item or 
show the added amount at end of the account ? 

Mr. Parker : At the end of the account. I propose 
we increase the fees by 25 per cent, as compared with 
our pre-war charges. 

Mr. Baxter seconded, and the proposal was adopted. 

Double fees for night work. Mr. Male said that if 
they had done nothing else at that meeting of the 
National than to decide to charge double fees for night 
work they would have done a very good evening’s work. 

As to his own practice there had never previously 
been so many night calls as there were now. Farmers 
worked hard in the fields and did not send until they 
had returned home, had a cup of tea, a wash, and a walk 
round the case again. Then they sent round about 10 
or II p.m. When everyone was short handed it was not 
fair to work them day and night; but such work was on 
the increase. 

Mr. Parker thought that if a double fee were charged 
they would be sent for earlier. He agreed that night 
cases were on the increase. 

Mr. Male mentioned that there was one town where 
the veterinary surgeons were absolutely agreed that they 
would not go out at night if it was a case that could be 
treated in the day. 

Mr. Male then proposed that double fees be charged 
after 6 p.m. in the winter, and after 8 p.m. in the 
summer. 

Mr. Baxter seconded the proposal, which was 
agreed to. 

Fees for Examination and Castration. The Presi¬ 
dent proposed that the resolution of the National be 
amended to read, “ That the minimum fee for a com¬ 
plete examination for soundness of a horse, with cer¬ 
tificate, be £1 Is., and for partial examination 10/6, 
and for castration 10/6.” This was seconded by 
Mr. F. W. Willett, and agreed to. 

The President suggested that they obtain printed 
copies of what they agreed to and supply one to eaoh 


member of the Association, so that they could hang 
them up in their surgeries. 

Fees paid by Insurance Companies. After some dis¬ 
cussion, the President proposed that as the fees already 
recommended by the National had not yet been paid or 
agreed to, they refer the matter back to the National, 
with a view to their making some further attempt to 
influence the Insurance Companies. This was agreed to. 

Mr. Baxter submitted the fees that the Eagle, Star, 
and British Dominions Insurance Company were agree¬ 
able to give, and the meeting considered they were a 
good advance on other Insurance Companies, but even 
these did not come up to the scale suggested by the 
National. 

Mileage allowance. Mr. Male proposed, and it was 
carried : That Government offices be approached by the 
National V.M.A. to increase considerably the mileage 
fees allowed to veterinary surgeons, owing to the greatly 
increased charges for transport. 

The President proposed : That the first three items 
be published as soon as possible, printed on cards, and 
sent to members of the Royal Counties V.M.A. 

The Hon. Sec. said this should be done. 

New Foraoe Order. 

Mr. Male said the new Forage Order came into force 
the previous day. The Board of Trade announced that 
chaff fed to horseB shall contain not less than one-third 
of straw, and no hay shall be fed without first being 
converted into chaff. That applied to the feeding oi 
town horses. Personally, he was of opinion that a cer¬ 
tain amount of long hay was absolutely necessary to 
keep horses in health. All the old stock of hay had 
been taken by the army—all the best, and only new hay 
was left. That would not be very good until it had had 
some heat on it. The feeding of horses would be a very 
serious matter during the coming winter. He would 
suggest to the Board of Trade that if only a limited 
amount of hay is to be given, it should be given at the 
discretion of the owner, and not necessarily as chaff. 
Many of the mangers in towns were little iron mangers. 
The horses threw out the hay to get down to the oats ; 
consequently half of the hay chaff would be wasted : 
also, the horses, being hungry, would eat the chaff 
ravenously without chewing it. 

Mr. Parker : It is a decided advantage to have long 
hay. 

The President said he used to be of the same opinion 
as Mr. Male, but the best stud of horses in town did not 
have a bit of long hay. They were, however, fed scien¬ 
tifically—one mixture for heavy horses, another for 
vanners, and another for cobs; that might account for 
the success. 

Mr. Male said he had been speaking to one ol the 
largest firms of horse owners in the South of England, 
and a very scientific man fed the horses. This man had 
twenty years experience. When he first went to this 
firm he gave the horses all chaff, and it was quite the 
usual thing for them to have at least one case of colic & 
week. Now there was not a case in three months, 
chiefly because the horses have long hay. When he was 
a pupil he had experience of a very large stud of Shires 
containing seven champion mares, and there were con¬ 
stantly cases of impaction. They advised long hay, and 
the firm finally consented to use it. Since then it was 
rare to have a case of colic, while not one mare had died 
of impaction during a number of years. 

Mr. Male’s suggestion to the Board of Trade was 
approved. 

The Hon. Sec. congratulated their President on the 
reat honour that had been conferred upon him, an 
onour which was thoroughly deserved. Not many 
members of their profession had received honours—only 
two of their civilian members during the war. It could 
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not be because they had not done splendid work for 
their country, but the fact remained that they hai not 
been honoured. They were, therefore, especially pleased 
that their President was one of the two upon whom 
honour had been conferred. (Applause). 

The President thanked them very much for their 
congratulations. He was very proud of the honour. 

Calculi. 

Mr. Parker mentioned that he attended a ten-year 
old mare that had come down from town. She had been 
put to stud the day before, and it was thought that the 
horse had injured her. She would stand quietly for a 
time then walk about and lie down. She was swollen 
up and very tympanitic. He treated her, but she died 
two days afterwards. She was sent to the knacker, 
who brought back three large stones found in the fl »at 
ing colon. One stone had pronounced facets where it 
had rubbed against another. 

The President : You may depend the nucleus was a 
small piece of wire. I have seen this mostly in Corpor¬ 
ation horses where they had been collecting the dust. 

Mr. Male said that some years ago he was interested 
as to whether an operation was not feasible in these 
cases. The thing was to get them diagnosed early 
enough to give them a chance. He operated in one case 
through the flank, and found three large calculi. He 
took one out, but it was impossible to get the other cal 
culi from the large colon, as one could not get the bowel 
through the flank wound where, of course, the operation 
had to be performed. In the case of the small colon 
there was not that same difficulty, and he thought if it 
could be diagnosed early an operation might be suc¬ 
cessful. 

Mr. Parker also mentioned the case of a Shire filly 
which had two foals, and each of them suffered from 
umbilical hernia, showing the hereditary nature of the 
disease. 

A vote of thanks to the President concluded the 
meeting. 

O. P. Male, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


The American Veterinary Colleges. 

Some weeks ago reference was made in these pages to 
the enormous advance in the qualification of Veterinary 
Surgeons in U.S.A. in the last twenty years. The 
remarks which we quote below appear in the editorial 
pages of Journal of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association for May : they show that the work is steadily 
proceeding, and incidentally how different is their mach¬ 
inery for the purpose, and what a “live” interest their 
National Association takes in the welfare of the pro 
fession. Too often in this country practitioners are 
content to slide off what blame they can on the Council 
R.C.V.S. Across the water the men attend to the pro¬ 
fessional interests themselves. 


“ We have reached a point which is daily becoming 
more acute, where the veterinary colleges of North 
America, both State and private, must be so classified 
that prospective students who desire to take up the 
study of veterinary science will have some sort of a 
guide to aid them in choosing the particular institution 
from which to obtain instruction. Under existing con¬ 
ditions the prospective student has no means of defin¬ 
itely ascertaining which are accredited institutions and 
which are not. He usually applies to the most avail¬ 
able college irrespective of its standing only to find 
when it is perhaps too late and to his sorrow that his 
chosen alma mater has a questionable standing, if any, 
with the profession. 

Young men have come to the writer after graduation 


from unrecognised colleges seeking to obtain member¬ 
ship in the American Veterinary Medical Association 
and other recognition, and have stated that they entered 
such institutions without knowledge and with no means 
of obtaining information which would in any way en¬ 
lighten them as to their character and standing. They 
naturally assumed that so long as such colleges were 
operating under Government sanction by State charter 
that everything was as it should be. 

That there is an element of injustice in all this, that 
should be remedied if possible, goes without sayiog. 
The big problem confronting us is to determine wherein 
lies the remedy. In order to start the ball rolling in 
this direction the following suggestion is offered : That 
all colleges on this continent be scored by the committee 
on intelligence and education of the A.V.M.A., and 
depending upon the score obtained each college be 
placed in class A, B, or C, depending upon their facili¬ 
ties and qualifications to give instruction. This plan 
has been and is being followed out by the Association 
of American Medical Colleges, and that it has been suc¬ 
cessful is attested by the fact that the Surgeon General 
has decreed that only medical men who are graduates of 
A or B Colleges, as classified by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges, can obtain entry into the 
United States Service. Graduates of class C colleges 
cannot enter the Medical Corps as officers, and boards 
of examiners of many states will not permit them to 
take state board examinations for entrance into private 
practice.” 


Professional differences at Reigate. 

At the Reigate Town Council, on Monday night, a 
discussion arose out of a resolution of the Highways 
and Works Committee which ran: “That this Com¬ 
mittee adheres to its former decision authorising the 
Borough Surveyor, in the event of a second veterinary’s 
opinion being required, to employ Mr. C. W. Howard 
for the purpose, and that Mr. Squair be so informed.” 

Mr. C. A. Squair, the veterinary surgeon to the Cor¬ 
poration, had refused to meet Mr. Howard, of Dorking, 
in consultation respecting a matter concerning the de¬ 
struction of one of the Council's horses. 

In reply to Alderman Barnes it was stated by Mr. 
Dean they were in a pretty predicament, and he wished 
to move as an amendment of the Committee’s resolu¬ 
tion : “That in the event of a second veterinary’s opinion 
being required the Surveyor may call in one. ’ He 
pointed out that owing to some little difference of 
opinion in respect to some other business Mr. Squair 
was not prepared to meet Mr. Howard. Owing to what 
had taken place he thought if his amendment was car¬ 
ried it would be in the interest of the Corporation and 
all parties concerned. Should they dispense with the 
services of Mr. Squair they would be in a fix, as there 
was no other veterinary within six miles of the Borough. 
That was the first time since he had been a member of 
the Stables Sub-Committee that they had had any occa¬ 
sion to call in a second veterinary. 

Alderman Farringdon seconded on the ground that it 
was unfair to the veterinary to force him to confer with 
| one particular man, and he did not think they should 
compel him to meet any one man. 

Dr. Duncalfe said if they passed the amendment they 
gave an open order, and the natural assumption was 
that the officer who would be called in would be Mr. 
Howard. 

Past events were discussed, and Mr. Priest pointed 
out that it was unfortunate the matter had been raised 
in public, and said it was assuming undue proportions. 
Mr. Squair was asked by the Committee to explain why 
he refused to meet the veterinary surgeon called in by 
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the Surveyor, and after hearing Mr. Squair’s explanation 
the Committee, although by no means unanimous, were 
satisfied on his refusal. The matter would have ended 
there if subsequent statements had not been made. The 
matter was further investigated, and Mr. Squair’s state¬ 
ments were found to be substantially true. The matter 
was one between two professional men, and the Council 
would be well advised to leave it at that. 

Alderman Barnes said Mr. Squair had been veterinary 
surgeon for the Corporation over twenty years, and to 
his mind there had been no fault whatever to find with 
him. After dealing with other matter he suggested 
there should be added to the amendment the words: 
“ In conjunction with the present veterinary surgeon.” 
Mr. Squair had the Corporation affairs at heart and he 
had unqualified confidence in Mr. Squair’s integrity 
and ability. 

Alderman Gilbert contended that there was something 
underlying the whole business, and he did not like the 
resolution or the amendment. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow* 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

H. J. Allen, Capt. A.v.c. £110 

R. P. Jones, Capt. a.v.c. 2 2 0 

W. H. Macfarlane Capt. a.v.c. 110 

A. D. Morgan, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

E. Morgan, Venezuela, S. America 110 

D. E. Orr, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

T. F. Spencer, Kettering 

(1916 17-18-19-20) 5 5 0 

E. G. Turner, D.s.o., Capt. a.v.c. 

(1916-17-18) 3 0 0 

James Latta, Ulverston 110 

E. P. Shallcross, Lieut, a.v.c. 110 

S. M. Skues, Capt. 8 . a.v.c. 11 0 

Previously acknowledged 940 7 11 


Mr. Ongley argued that Mr. Squair had set the Com¬ 
mittee at defiance as he would not meet the veterinary 
surgeon who had been called in. The Surveyor had 
charge of the horses, and he had a right to call in a 
second veterinary in the circumstances. 

The Chairman expressed the opinion that they should 
not go into details, and Mr. Ongley contended they were 
entitled to have the whole facts placed before the Coun¬ 
cil. He proceeded to give the details, and said if the 
amendment was carried they would be striking a blow 
at Mr. Howard. 


__ £959 2 11 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

War Office, Aug. 13. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered in connexion with the war:— 

* * * * 


Mr. Goad : It is madness to call in two men who are 
antagonists. 

Mr. Woodruffe thought the quarrel between Mr. Squair 
and Mr. Howard had nothing to do with the Council, 
and it was a great mistake that any member should 
have referred to it. They were wrong in confining 
themselves to one man as they had in the district other 
good men who could be called it. 

Alderman Ince argued if there was a quarrel between 
the two veterinary surgeons the Council had a right to 
step in. The Alderman then recited facts as he knew 
them, and said Mr. Squair had stated or written that if 
the Corporation gave him a blank check to fill in any 
amount ne pleased he would not meet Mr. Howard. A 
certain statement was made which came to the ears of 
Mr. Howard, and it was likely to do him harm profess¬ 
ionally. That statement went to the College of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons, and the College saw it was not a matter 
which concerned them as a College, and took no steps 
in regard to it, and that they had nothing against Mr. 
Howard. In fact they went further, and said that Mr. 
Howard was not called upon to answer any statement 
which had been made. Consequently Mr. Howard was 
completely exonerated by the College from any charge 
of professional misconduct. If the Corporation approved 
of Mr. Squair declining to have anything to do with 
Mr. Howard it meant that they believed the statement 
he had been guilty of professional mis-language. (No, 
ro). He held no brief for either man, and all he was 
anxiouB about was that the facts should be presented to 
the Council. 


Capt A. F. Castle (t.f.) ; Capt. (actg. Maj.) F. Chambers, 

F.R.C.V.C. 

Extracts from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 10. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt.F. Donne (July 23). 

Graded for purposes of pay as D. A.D.O.S.—Temp. Capt. 
W. G. Stedman, Can. A.V.C., while holding the appt 
of D.A.D.V.S. (May 29). 

Aug. 13. 

To be temp. Lts.:—Hon. Sec. Lt C. W. Heane, late Sec. 
Lt. A.S.C., K. S. Simpson, T. H. Jones, H. R. Allen, 
J. McCunn, R. W. Down, W. A. Williams (July 22); 
H. F. Downie, A. L. Robertson (J uly 23): Hon. Sec. 
Lt. D. E. MacRae, late Sec. Lt. R.H.A. (T.F.) (July 24). 

Aug. 14. 

Capt (Bt. Maj.) S. Black to be actg. Maj. whilst comdg. 

a Vety. Hosp. (Mar. 10, 1917). 

To be temp. Lt.J. R. Rider (late temp. Capt Yeo., 
T.F.) (July 23). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Aug. 9. 

To be actg. Lt-Cols. while comdg. Vety. Hosps.Capt. 
(actg. Maj.) J. McArthur, Capt (temp. Maj.) T. D. 
Young, o b.e. (June 15). 


The Chairman thought Alderman Ince had shown 
them good reason why they should not pass the resolu¬ 
tion. By carrying the amendment there was no con¬ 
demnation of Mr. Howard. 

There was further discussion as to the wording of the 
amendment, which ran as follows : “ That in the event 
of second veterinary’s opinion being required another 
veterinary surgeon be called in by the Surveyor after 
consultation with the Chairman of the Committee and 
the present veterinary surgeon.” 

The amendment was carried by twelve votes to five.— 
West Surrey Gazette . 


The Brydon Challenge Shield. 

The Scottish agricultural papers announce that Mrs. 
Brydon has generously offered to renew the Brydon 
Challenge Shield for Clydesdales. This will be a fine 
tribute to the memory of the late Robert Brydon. 

Major Leighton, Veterinary Medical Inspector of 
the Local Government Board for Scotland, has been 
appointed to act in an advisory capacity in relation to 
the “organic” side of the work of the National Salvage 
Council in Scotland. 
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An American on utility horses. 

The following, a portion of a long letter to Live Stock 
Journal , exhibits a phase of the bad old practice of 
breeding from inferior stock ; it is peculiar in that these 
American farmers are credited with care in the breeding 
of oxen and swine but neglect in the selection of their 
horses. The argument suggested is that the former 
means a direct increase in value and an early return, 
whereas the horses are not so readily converted to cash: 
but a decently bred animal would realize better than a 
mongrel, and it says little for the intelligence or the self- 
respect of the farmer—either in Britain or America— 
who is satisfied to breed and use such animals. 

“ Horsely speaking, we are a nation of careless, happy- 
go-lucky, unscientific breeders of horses. The thorough¬ 
bred and standard-bred trotter have become racing 
machines, and are too delicately constructed for any 
other use or purpose. The trotter is not a fixed type. 
On the Grand Circuit appears a mare scant of fifteen 
hands, narrow, spindle legged, small eared, small headed, 
a watch chain ornament, with the speed of the wind. 
The next race is won in as fast time by a gaunt, sixteen 
and a half hand, long legged, long eared, long headed, 
big footed, long barrelled ghost; the following one by a 
short backed, compact, arched necked, deep chested, big 
hearted, beautifully proportioned model for a sculptor. 

Our farmers have no horses—they have no type, 
no consistent idea of breeding, no knowledge of what 
breeding consists in, no desire to produce a horse of 
quality, suitable for their locality and for their work. 
Such homes as they have are typically American, having 
their foundation sources in all the breeds of all the 
countries which have ever bred a horse. On the average 
farm the horses bear no relation to the work and none 
to each other. Feed, horse power, and mobility are 
recklessly wasted. Horses of a farmer should be a val¬ 
uable asset, just as his cattle, his hogs, his sheep, his 
turkeys, his hens, his ducks. To be such they should 
be bred with as much care and attention as his herds, 
his fiocka, and his droves. The cattle, swine, and sheep 
raised in this country compare favourably with their 
foundation stock. In fact, many surpass those of the 
older countries. The American breeder of cattle, sheep, 
and hogs gives close attention, great care, and sufficient 
feed to go on with the breed to which he has attached 
himself or was born into. The small farmer, taking his 
cue from the big breeders, also takes pride in keeping up 
his herd of cattle to the highest notch of efficiency. A 
cattle buyer driving the country can stop at every farm 
where beef cattle are kept with positive assurance that 
the cattle will grade high. A good horse is a pheno 
menon. The entire township knows where such a horse 
is. It is to them the eighth wonder of the world. The 
lucky farmer that owns the good horse has no use for it 
because it has no mate. 

True, stallion licence laws exist in twenty-one States, 
but manv a stallion which can comply with the laws 
nevertheless should not be used without regard being 
bad for the benefit produced by such use- the correc¬ 
tion to be made upon horses which have been wander¬ 
ing from type. Afc type does not exist in America, the 
use of a licensed stallion is quite as haphazard in the 
results as though no such laws existed. The laws are 
designed to bar inherited unsoundness. Many sound 
horses are not as valuable to farmers to work as horses 
which have the will to work and some trifling unsound- 
neas even inherited. He has good working knowledge 
of soils, machinery, and farm management. You can 
not ‘flunk’ him in protein, glucose, fibre or fat. He 
knows the value of all classes of manures and commer¬ 
cial fertilisers. He is full of sulphates and phosphates 
and nitrates and carbohydrates. He makes a study of 
the rotation of crops. He is wise about concentrates 


and roughages and silage. Yet he remains in sublime 
ignorance of the most useful motor power needed, its 
care and cultivation. Any four-legged beast in the 
guise of a horse which will stretch a trace suffices.” 


Royal Veterinary College, London. 

The Duke of Connaught presided at the forty-third 
annual meeting of the Royal Veterinary College, London. 
Lord Moreton, in presenting the report, said the Gov¬ 
ernors reported that, notwithstanding the difficulties of 
working with a depleted staff, the educational work of 
the College had been carried out in a satisfactory man¬ 
ner, but they regretted to announce that, in spite of 
every possible economy, the accounts for the financial 
year snowed an excess of expenditure over income of 
£1109. Owing to the unsatisfactory state of the College 
finances, the Governors made an application in October 
last to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries for the 
renewal of the annual grant of £1300 towards the veter¬ 
inary education provided by the College, which was 
withdrawn in September, 1914. The Governors were 
glad to announce that the Board had made a grant of 
£650 in respect of the academic year to 30th September, 
1917. 

Lord Northbrook having seconded, the Duke of Con¬ 
naught said he felt very much for the Society in the 
difficulties tinder which they were working for the 
moment, but he supposed they were not singular. 
Other institutions were suffering from the effects of the 
war, and they must hope for the best. He warmly con¬ 
gratulated them on the splendid work done at the 
College. 

Subsequently His Royal Highness commented on the 
splendid condition of the horses in France, and said the 
horses looked much better in France than in Great 
Britain, which brought forth the remark, “They are 
better rationed.” 


Personal. 

At the Annual Meeting Ryl. Vety. College, Camden 
Town, it was announced that the Coleman silver medal 
had been awarded to Mr. W. A. Williams, and the 
bronze medal to Mr. J. M‘Cunn. 

The marriage of Miss Grace Thompson, only daughter 
of Mr. Henry Thompson, m.r.o v.s , and Mrs. Thompson, 
Beacon View, Aspatria, to Mr. Edward Reeve, N.Sc. of 
the Royal Colchester Grammar S< hool, youngest son of 
Mrs. and the late Mr. George Reeve, Uttoxeter, Staffs., 
took place at St. Kentigern s Church, Aspatria, on Thurs¬ 
day, 8th inst. The Vicar, Rev. T. Hackwortb. officiated. 
The esteem in which the bride’s family are held in the 
district and the personal popularity of Miss Thompson 
brought together a considerable number of people to 
witness the ceremony, the church being filled. The 
bride was given away by her father. The bridesmaid 
was Miss M. Holliday, cousin of the bridegroom. 

A long list of presents appears in Went Cnml^r/awl 
Times of 10th inst., in which there are many lauiiliar 
Cumberland names : it includes “Silver tea and coftee 
service—Directors of the Agricultural Cooperative 
Society, Aspatria. 

DISSATISFIED. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary llerord." > 

I heartily endorse the opinion of “ Dissatisfied " in your 
last week's issue. Some of us after four years tervice and 
invalided home, find ourselves worse off financially than 
when we were Lieutenants, because we are in camps built 
before w ? ar and, therefore, receive no allowances. It is 
obvious that the Council which have been credited with 
doing so much for us have signally failed when such con¬ 
ditions exist. 

From another nom de plume of necessity, Nemo. 
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OBITUARY. 

George Colley Bland, m.r.c.v.s., Boston, Lincoln. 

Graduated, Lond : April, 1865. 
Mr. Bland died 8th August, aged 74. 

Kenneth Vivian Kino, Lieut. R.A.F., younger and 
dearly beloved son of Mr. and Mrs. G. E. King, The 
Vineyard, Abingdon-on-Thames, killed while acting as 
pilot during a bombing raid upon German Divisional 
Headquarters, July 30. 


Cattle Trade in Brazil. 

“The Brazilian Government, it is stated, hopes to 
facilitate in every way, both financially and otherwise, 
the importation of large numbers of first class cattle— 
the import of as many as 120,000 bulls is contemplated 
within the next ten years. Already many head of cattle 
(1000 Herefords) have been brought down from the 
States. Many have been imported fiom the Argentine, I 


and 60 zebus were recently imported from India, fetch¬ 
ing very high prices. A syndicate is shortly to be formed 
to import cattle from the United Kingdom, which is ot 
be backed up by the Government. At present it is only 
a question of bulls, but it is probable that the idea will 
expand to include the importation of cows, sheep, and 
pigs. The Government is willing to expend a large 
sum of money to help the local breeders and allow free 
transport by rail. It is thought by competent persons 
that Brazil will very soon be the most important cattle 
rearing country in the world. It will be to the advan¬ 
tage of European breeders of cattle to assist the local 
cattle breeder as far as possible to improve his stock in 
order to receive, in return, better meat .”—Board of Trade 
Journal. 


A pig, sold for killing purposes in Guildford Market 
in the last week in June, realised £30. The pre-war 
price would have been about £7. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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64 
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34 
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64 
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1 The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed. (6) Reported by Local Authorities ♦ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, \ug. 13, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), 

Dublin, 

, July 22, 1918. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 6, 1918 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Swine Fever. 

Swine fever declined very considerably last year, 
especially during the second half of it. There were 
*2101 outbreaks, as against 4331 in 1916, and 3994 
in 1915. This year we are having another great 
decrease ; and, though it hardly seems likely that 
at the end the figures will halve last year’s returns, 
they will probably fall not very far short of doing 
so. The decline so closely follows tho adoption of 
serum treatment that it is not unlikely that there 
may bo a popular tendency to connect the two as 
effect and cause. It would bo well therefore for the 
profession to impress upon such farmers as need the 
instruction the limitations of serum treatment. 
When serum was introduced, we were warned not 
to over estimate its capacity ; and a similar warn¬ 
ing has recently emanated from tho same source. 

In the Annual Report of Proceedings under the 
Diseases of Animals Act for 1917, tho lull in swine 
fever is considered. Hero it is stated definitely 
that “ since serum treatment can only be employed 
when outbreaks of the disease have actually 
occurred, its adoption is not calculated to operate in 
the direction of reducing the number of outbreaks,” 
and it is added that “ other causes must besought” 
to explain the rapid fall of the diseaso. The Board’s 
explanation is that “the prime factor in the re¬ 
duction of the number of outbreaks is that, for 
reasons due to the general position in tho country 
at large, pigs are not now moved about either in 
the same numbers or to the same extent as is usual 
in times of peace, tho chances of infection being 
spread are proportionately reduced.” It is not 
asserted, of course, that this is the sole factor; and 
very probably it may not ho. In view of the many 
strongly marked and unaccountable ups and downs 
which swine fever has shown in the past, we can 
hardly deny that factors which we have never yet 
recognised must exist to influence its rise and fall. 
Still, there is no doubt that the Board’s view of the 
main reason for the present position is correct. 

Our most hopeful line of action against swine 
fever appears to he a combination of gonoral re¬ 
striction of movement with serum treatment during 
outbreaks. War conditions are imposing this 
restriction of movement upon us at present; and it 
will probably be continued afterwards to as great 
an extent as trade will permit. Our present busi¬ 
ness is to see that the fullest possible use is made 
of serum treatment. This can best be done by 
working for the early reporting of outbreaks, but 
without claiming for the serum results which it 
does not produce. Obviously it cannot eradicate 
swine fever ; but its proper and timely use will 
immeasurably decrease the losses from the diseaso. 


Hot air in the treatment op Paraplegia 

IN THE DOG. 

Bouchez, in 1914, reported this ease to the 
Central Society of Veterinary Medicine. The sub¬ 
ject was a bull-bitch, which, when two years old, 
presented a complete posterior paraplegia, with 
f.Tcal and urinary incontinence, as a result of dis¬ 
temper. Recovery was obtained; but a persistent 
emaciation of the posterior third of the body 
remained. When three and a half years old, dur¬ 
ing the winter, the bitch contracted a chill, and 
the next day she could not raise the posterior part 
of the body. 

Ordinary treatment was employed for a week 
with little result. Bouchez then commenced treat¬ 
ment by hot air, by means of Rupalley’s apparatus, 
which works with alcohol, and is provided with a 
thermometer graduated from 50*' C. to 225“ C. He 
gave two applications of hot air daily upon the 
lumbar region, each lasting twenty minutes; with 
the air first at 126° C., afterwards raised to 130 # C., 
and continued at that temperature till the end of 
the application. 

After tho fifth application the bitoh could stand 
on tho hind limbs for a few moments, the sphinoter 
recovered its tone, and the case began to look 
hopeful. The treatment was continued, always 
under the same conditions, and improvement was 
progressively accelerated. After nine days of treat¬ 
ment the recovery was complete. 

Seven months later, in consequence of a bath, 
the hitch again contracted a chill. Paresis of the 
right hind limb, with absolute impotence of the left 
one, appeared. The right limb recovered its normal 
functions after three applications of hot air; and 
tho loft ono after ten Applications.—( Revista de 
Iligicue y San i dad Veter inaria). 

Contagious Agalactia op Goats in Algiers. 

E. Sorgent and G. Roig, in the Bulletin de la 
Sonete de Pathologic Exotique , give an account of 
studies which they carried out in the Pasteur Insti¬ 
tute of Algiers upon an epizootic of caprine con¬ 
tagious agalactia which they observed in 1908. At 
that time Sergont was called to visit, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Algiers, a flock of goats comprising 
450 head, in which, in a week, 70 ewes and some 
males, with some young animals, were attacked. 
Three or four kids died daily; and in two months 
19 ewes and 105 kids had died. This disease, 
though not frequent, was observed ten years before 
in Algiers by Banguil in the towns of Guergot and 
Kerrata. 

During this epizootic the authors were able to 
! isolate, from the milk of all the milking animals, a 
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pore oulture of a microbe which, when inoculated 
into female goats, produced no symptoms of the 
disease. This fact confirms the discovery of Colli 
and Blassi, who, in 1906, attributed the speoific 
causation of the disease to an ultra-visible virus. 
The microbe found by Sergent and Roig was not 
pathogenic, like the pyobacillus discovered by Carr6 
m 1912; it was more similar in its characters 
to the Preisz-Nocard group. Some microbes of the 
same group are encountered in diverse serious 
affections of the sheep. Their pathogenic function 
is not well elucidated. 

The authors give the following description of the 
epizootio. In kids, the appetite was almost absent, 
tne limbs were drawn under the body, the head 
was slightly drooped, and the hairs were bristling. 
Sometimes the animals were not able to stand, and 
fell; and convulsions were not rare. Death gener¬ 
ally supervened at from the second to the fourth 
day. In exceptional oases, the temperature reached 
104* F. Sometimes, in the course of the disease, 
severe symptoms of lameness appeared. Post¬ 
mortem examination gave negative results. In 
adults, the disease made less ravages than in young 
animals; the general symptoms were more vague; 
and the illness developed in a chronic form. The 
appetite diminished slightly; and the temperature 
oscillated between 102° F. and 102*5° F. 

The lesions were encountered principally in the 
mammary glands. Sometimes a mammary gland 
and an articulation were attacked simultaneously. 

The gland was inflamed; the lacteal secretion 
diminished greatly; and the milk, collected in a 
flask, divided into two very distinct portions. The 
inferior part, which was one-third to two-thirds of 
the total volume, was a dirty white deposit; the 
portion floating above this, which frequently reached 
two-thirds of the total volume, was a dirty white 
liquid, sometimes reddish. The milk had an alka¬ 
line reaction. It coagulated at 100° C., and, mixed 
with normal milk, coagulated it at the same tem¬ 
perature ; it preserved this property after passing 
through a Chamberland F filter. At the end of 
fifteen days the lacteal secretion ceased almost 
completely. Post-mortem investigations gave neg¬ 
ative results. 

The authors attempted to reproduce the disease 
in goats by inoculating milk into the teat, into the 
peritoneum, and under the skin, by the ingestion of 
milk, and by cohabitation. They also inoculated 
small laboratory animals with infected milk. One 
goat, an ewe, was infected by cohabitation ; hut the 
only other experiments which gave positive results 
were the inoculations of milk. Inoculation of the 
blood of infected animals neither transmitted the 
disease nor had any vaccinating action. Inocula¬ 
tion of milk subcutaneously and intraperitoneally 
infeoted goats with certainty; but intraperitoneal 
inooulation did not infect the small laboratory ani¬ 
mals. The virus became attenuated during the 
passages. Ingestion of infected milk did not re¬ 
produce the disease. 

In the natural disease, mammary lesions were 
oonstant and articular lesions frequent; but ocular 
lesions were not observed. Non-lactiferous animals 


only presented articular symptoms. In the experi¬ 
mental disease both the mammary and articular 
lesions were constant; and ocular lesions were 
observed in two out of thirteen cases. 

The above-mentioned bacillus related to the 
Preisz-Nocard group was found constantly in the 
milk, but not in the blood. The authors regard it 
as a symbiosis of the invisible virus discovered by 
Celli and Blassi .—(Rcvista Veterinaria de Espana). 

W. B. C. 


■Ro\>al College of 
IDeterinarp Surgeons. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Special Meeting of Council was held at the College, 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, the 16th 
inst., when the following members were present:— 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, President, in the Chair; Maj.-Gen. 
L. J. Blenkinaop, d.s.o. ; Dr. O. C. Bradley ; Messrs. 
J. C. Coleman, J. Dunstan; Prof. S. H.Gaiger; Messrs. 
W. J. Mulvey, T. S. Price; Prof. E. S. Shave; Mr. S. H. 
Slocook; Sir Stewart Stockman ; Dr. J. Share-Jones, 
Mr. R. C. Trigger. 

Apologies for absence were received from Major J. 
Abson ; Messrs. G. A. Banham, W. F. Barrett, J. H. 
Carter, A. Lawson, J. Mcl. McCall; Sir J. MTadyean; 
Messrs. W. Packman, H. Sumner; Major-Gen. H. 
Thomson ; Mr. S. Wharam. 

The President explained that he had called the 
meeting to consider a letter from the Local Government 
Board with regard to the establishment of a Special 
Veterinary Tribunal. Acting on the instruction of the 
Council at its previous meeting, he had submitted the 
following statement of the present position to the War 
Office on July 12th :— 

Supply of Veterinary Surgeons for the Army. 

The present situation with regard to the supply of 
duly qualified Veterinary Surgeons to meet the require¬ 
ments of the Army Vetei inary Service is as follows :— 
There are on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons at 
date July 1st, 1918, 3350 members, of whom at least 350 
are in practice outside the United Kingdom. 


There are thus in the United Kingdom 3000 

Of these, members over 60 years number 

approximately 240 

Members practising other professions 12 

Practising in Ireland 343 

Total in round figures - 600 

2400 

The Army Veterinary Service employs in 

either a civil or a military capacity ... 1200 

Leaving in practice in Great Britain ... 1200 


Of these it is •estimated that one-tenth, or 120, are 
under the old military age. 

So large a proportion of Veterinary Surgeons has 
already been taken away from civil practice that it has 
cow become a matter of extreme difficulty equitably to 
decide on the relative claims of the War Office ana of 
civil practice on the services of any Veterinary Surgeon. 

During the past four years the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons has used every means in 
its power in the [endeavour to secure the services of as 
many qualified men as possible for the A.V.S. Without 
further powers it feels itself incapable of suggesting ways 
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and means to meet the still argent need for qualified 
Veterinary Officers fit for service overseas. 

Owing to the enlistment of Veterinary Students and 
to the effect of the Proclamations of April 20th and 
June 4th—calling up all students between,the ages of 
18 and 23, and over Grade III— the supply of graduates 
is fast diminishing almost to vanishing point. On the 
other hand, there are still in active practice in Great 
Britain—apart from Ireland—at least 120 young men 
who are at present exempted from military service by 
Local Tribunals on the ground of the national import¬ 
ance of their work. It has been impressed upon the 
Tribunals with much truth that no substitutes can be 
found. There are, however, a number of Veterinary 
Surgeons now serving overseas who are considerably 
over military age, and who require to be relieved from 
the strain of military duty. These could, if so relieved, 
act as substitutes for the younger men now exempted, 
but it is obvious that the equitable carrying out of 
such substitution could only be performed by one central 
Tribunal. 

It is therefore suggested that the Local Government 
Board in pursuance of the powers given to it by the 
Military Service Acts, 1916-18, and under the provisions 
of the Military Service Regulations, 1918 (R. 185) Part 
III, Sec. 54, should appoint a special Tribunal to deal 
with all applications for the grant, renewal, or review of 
certificates of Exemption to Veterinary Surgeons in 
Great Britain. 

The special Tribunal, to be called the Veterinary Tri¬ 
bunal, snould consist of such number of members repre¬ 
sentative of the Veterinary Profession as the President 
of the Local Government Board may from time to time 
appoint. 

As the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is the 
only body empowered by Act of Parliament and Royal 
Charter to deal with the education, examination, and 
registration of Veterinary Surgeons in the United King¬ 
dom, and as the Council of the College is elected from 
year to year by the votes of the members of the College 
who constitute the Veterinary Profession, it is suggested 
that ten members of the Council, appointed ad hoc , 
would form a representative Veterinary Tribunal. Re¬ 
presentatives of any Government Departments con¬ 
cerned could also have seats on the Tribunal. 

The Veterinary Tribunal should have similar powers 
and duties as are prescribed for other special professional 
Tribunals. It should be empowed to grant certificates 
on occupational grounds, but only on condition that the 
Veterinary Surgeon shall undertake such professional 
service and under such conditions as the Director-Gen¬ 
eral of National Service may, after consultation with the 
Veterinary Tribunal and in concert with any Govern¬ 
ment Department concerned, from time to time deem 
best in the national interests. 

It should also have the power to require from the 
Army Veterinary Department from time to time a list 
of such officers now serving overseas as may be available 
for release from military duty. It should be the duty 
of the Tribunal to make arrangements for the substitu¬ 
tion of such released officers in the place of any Veter¬ 
inary Surgeon whose certificate of exemption may be 
withdrawn, in cases where this may appear to be 
necessary. 

The matter was then taken up by the Army Council 
and brought before the Local Government Board. A 
conference was held at the Local Government Board on 
Friday, July 26 th, at which the following representatives 
were present:—Mr. I. G. Gibbon, c.b.e., Local Govern¬ 
ment Board ; Maj.-Gen. Ellison, Dep. Q.M.G. ; Maj.- 
Gen. Blenkinsop, D.G., A.V.S.: Mr. F. W. Garnett, 
President R.C.V.S.; Sir Stewart Stockman, Bd. of Agric.; 


Maj. Corlette, Bd. of Agric. Food Production Dept.; 
Mr. H. R. Selbie, Bd. of Trade, Controller of Horse 
Transport; Mr. J. R. Wardlaw Burnet, Ministry of 
National Service ; Mr. P. J. Rose, Scottish Office ; Mr. 
James Wood, Scottish Bd. of Agric. The whole position 
was carefully considered, and on the representations of 
the Army Council the Local Government Board bad 
agreed to set up a Special Tribunal empowered to deal 
with the grant, renewal, or review of Certificates of 
Exemption to or held by duly qualified Veterinary Sur 
geons in Great Britain. The Board now asked the 
Council to nominate 12.membersof Council and 8 mem¬ 
bers of the profession outside the Council, from which 
the President of the Local Government Board would 
appoint 8 members of Council and 4 outside members 
to form the Special Tribunal. 

After discussion, it was proposed by Sir Stewart 
Stockman, and seconded by Mr. S. H. Slocock : “That 
the Council accept the invitation of the Local Govern¬ 
ment Board to nominate 12 members of Council and 8 
members outside the Council, from which the Board is 
to appoint the Special Veterinary Tribunal of twelve 
members.” 

The motion on being put to the meeting was declared 
carried. 

The President stated that he and the Secretary had 
had an interview at the Local Government Board and 
that the opinion had been expressed that it would be 
advisable in choosing names to arrange that there should 
be a sufficient number of members chosen from Scot¬ 
land and the North of England to ensure that a quorum 
of three would be obtainable at sittings of the Tribunal 
held in Scotland. It w.as also desirable to take into 
consideration the geographical distribution of the mem¬ 
bers nominated. 

The President of the Local Government Board had 
fixed the number of members of the Tribunal at 12, in¬ 
cluding the Chairman, who, it was suggested, should be 
the President of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons. Mr. Garnett stated that he had agreed to act in 
that capacity, and would attend as far as possible all 
meetings of the Tribunal wherever held. 

The Council then proceeded to the selection of names, 
and ultimately the following list was agreed upon, the 
Secretary being instructed to obtain the consent of the 
members not present, and to forward the list to the 
Local Government Board :— 

Twelve Members of Council: 

G. A. Ban ham, f.r.c.v.8., Cambridge. 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, M.D., d.sc., ch.b., m.r.c.v.s., 
Edinburgh. 

J. Clarkson, m.r.c.v.8., Garforth. 

J. C. Coleman, m.r.c.v.s., Swindon. 

J. Dunstan, m.r.c.v.8., Liskeard. 

Prof. S. H. Gaiger, f.r.c.v.s., m.r.8.1., Glasgow. 

Frank W. Garnett, c.b.e., j.p., m.r.c.v.8., Windermere. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean, ll.d., m.b., b.sc., c.m., London. 

W. J. Mulvey, j.p., f.r.c.v.8., London. 

Dr. J. Share-Jones, d.v.sc., m.sc., f.r.c.v.8., Liverpool, 
and Acrafair, N. Wales. 

S. H. Slocock, f.r.c.v.8., Hounslow. 

P. Wilson, m.r.c.v.s., Lanark. 

Eight Members of the Profession outside the Council : 

Hugh Begg, f.r.c.v.s , Lanark. 

J. Brown, f.r.c.v.8., Invergordon. 

H. J. Dawes, f.r.c.v.8., West Bromwich. 

J. S. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.s., d.v.s.m., Sheffield. 

J. W. McIntosh, f.r.c.v.8., P.R.8.K., London. 

J. W. Pritchard, m.r.c.v.8., Arundel. 

J. Willett, m.r.c.v.s., London. 

W. Woods, f.r.c.v.s., Wigan. 
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The following names were added as Reserve nomina¬ 
tions in the event of any of the above being unable to 
act:— 


J. H. Carter 
A. Lawson 
J. Malcolm 


J. B. Wolstenholme 

C. Sheather 

D. Hamilton 


Rinderpest in East Africa. 

A few weeks back, allusion was made in a Report to 
a threat of Rinderpest coming south from German East 
Africa, and the depletion of the S. African veterinary 
staffs to meet it. The following abstract of reports by 
Mr. C. E. Gray, P.V.O. Union of S. Africa, of the ex¬ 
pedition to check the invasion is taken from Tropical 
Veterinary Bulletin. German E. Africa is a long way 
from Britain, but the possibility of a visitation, as a 
legacy from toe long war, is by no means a remote one. 

“ In these reports an account is given of the measures 
taken to prevent the extension of rinderpest in a south 
ward direction from German East Africa into the Nyasa 
land Protectorate and Northern Rhodesia. The area in 
which operations were undertaken embraced the region 
lying just north of the boundary, that is between the 
northern end of Lake Nyasa and the southern end of 
Lake Tanganyika and south of the Livingstone range of 
mountains and Lake llukwa. Before the arrival of the 
expedition for the control of the disease under Colonel 
Gray the Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesian author¬ 
ities set up a barrier against the rapid spread of the 
disease southwards by removing all cattle from a belt 
10 to 20 miles wide south of the German boundary. A 
few outbreaks had been located south of the Living¬ 
stone range and thus it was resolved to clear the disease 
from the affected localities by the adoption of simultan¬ 
eous inoculation methods, and also immunise by the 
same method all cattle running in a belt of country 
about 35 miles wide lying north of the German 
boundary. 

Inoculation camps were thus established at various 

S laces in order to carry out this plan but at first the 
isease appeared to show a tendency to die out natur¬ 
ally, and the native cattle of the districts affected ap¬ 
peared to possess a high degree of natural immunity. 
Moreover, the experience gained at the inoculation 
camps showed that certain complicating factors of a 
somewhat serious character had to be reckoned with 
when working on a large scale, which were not antici¬ 
pated when the establishment of a belt of immune 
cattle along the southern border of this territory was 
originally contemplated. The original scheme was thus 
abandoned and instead of it measures were taken to 
guard the New Langenburg district against the intro¬ 
duction of the disease from the other side of the Living¬ 
stone range where rinderpest is always more or less 
enzootic. 

The most important complicating factor was the 
appearance of a large mortality from East Coast fever 
among the cattle collected at the concentration camps. 
The mortality from this disease did not begin until the 
animals had been inoculated with rinderpest blood and 
serum, and, although the occurrence of ordinary red- 
water as a complication in outbreaks of rinderpest, 
where the vitality of the animals has become depressed 
owing to the inoculation, is well recognised, a similar 
phenomenon has not yet been proved to take place in 
the case of East Coast fever. Inoculation experiments 
were thus carried out in order to elucidate this problem 
and these * appeared to show that such complications 
were likely to occur, although the mortality therefrom 
might be negligible, most of our animals showing micro¬ 
scopic evidence of the revival of East Coast fever infec¬ 
tion by the appearance of Koch’s bodies in their blood 


whilst undergoing reaction to rinderpest inoculation. 
None of these died, however, although several control 
animals inoculated at the same time with rinderpest 
virus alone and unprotected with serum succumbed 
after showing during the course of their illness that 
East Coast fever organisms had again become active.’ 

These experiments appear to prove that the bad re¬ 
sults obtained at one of the concentration camps (Old 
Utengulel were chiefly due to the movement of cattle 
susceptible to East Coast fever into an area where that 
disease was enzootic, for purposes of inoculation, rather 
than to a serious breakdown in the immunity of animals 
reared on East Coast fever veld. The records of the 
German authorities pointed to a very high mortality 
from East Coast fever among the cattle of this district. 

However, as the result of the inoculation rinderpest 
appeared to have been brought speedily under control. 
Investigations were then carried out to ascertain the 
prevalence of rinderpest immediately north of the 
Livingstone range ot mountains and towards Lake 
Rukwa and determine whether the mountains could 
serve as an efficient barrier against the southward spread 
of the disease. Only one small outbreak was detected 
and this was dealt with by serum inoculation. Else¬ 
where the disease appeared to have died out. 

Unfortunately, however, in the meantime rinderpest 
re-appeared in the New Langenburg district south of 
the mountains and the history of the outbreak showed 
that it had originated owing to the unauthorised move¬ 
ment of cattle while undergoing a reaction subsequent 
to inoculation, and it assumed serious dimensions owing 
to the concealment by the natives of the first cases that 
occurred. This was dealt with by the use of serum 
alone, but later a number of other outbreaks were de¬ 
tected and work had thus to be resumed by adopting 
the simultaneous method of inoculation and carefully 
guarding the area in which operations were undertaken. 

Gray then adds a few remarks upon the methods 
employed where large numbers of cattle had to be in¬ 
oculated in order to effect economy of time and labour 
with less fatigue to operators working under a tropical 
sun. The short crush method adopted by G. Garden 
was found to answer this purpose best. 

‘ In the short crush method a crush capable of accom¬ 
modating two animals only is erected, width at bottom 
being twelve inches, the uprights inclining outwards at 
an angle which increases the width to two feet six 
inches, at a height of three feet above the ground. The 
crush is provided with two sets of slip rails, the one set 
at the exit from the crush, the other set five feet six 
inches further back, there being a stout post sunk in 
the ground in front of the exit, round which the head 
rope can be hitched in the event of an animal proving 
refractory. The animals are roped individually by the 
owner in the kraal connected with the crush, the rope is 
passed forward along the crush, the head drawn up to 
the front slip rail and held there by three or four boys, 
while the slip rails are put in behind it. The inocula- 
tors stand one on either side of the crush, and as the 
animal is secured, they inoculate it simultaneously, 
brand it, liberate it, and stand ready for the next. With 
tractable animals, and natives who handle the ropes 
and bring the animals forward quickly, it has been 
found possible for four operators working at two 
crushes, to inoculate over eighteen hundred head in a 
day with much less effort than would be required to 
handle a similary number by casting them ana walking 
from one animal to another.’ 

Over 11,000 cattle were inoculated at the two new 
stations ; the reactions in many cases were well-marked 
and although fatal cases were observed in which East 
Coast fever infection had apparently been revived by 
inoculation the mortality due to inoculation was not 
more than one-half per cent. Two or three small centres 
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were found which were stamped out by the use of serum 
alone. 

Unfortunately again, however, rinderpest made its 
appearance close to the Nyasaland border owing to 
movement of a couple of calves out of an infected area 
by a native headman. This fresh focus of infection 
lay in the centre of a district containing about 20,000 
head of cattle and situated around a route of consider¬ 
able military importance. Mention is made at the close 
of the report that the work of inoculating all cattle 
in the belt of country involved by this fresh outbreak 
had just been completed and the author then enter¬ 
tained the hope that there was a fairly good chance of 
keeping the disease out of Nyasaland, especially as 
intercourse with that country had been entirely stopped 
along the Songwe on account of the presence of bubonic 
plague at Karongo on the other side of the river. 

The work had to be carried out under difficulties 
owing to the dimisbed number of personnel due to sick¬ 
ness and military requirements. 


Some Camel-feeding Experiments.* By H. E. 
Cross, m.r.c.v.8, d.v.h., a.sc., Camel Specialist, 
Sohawa, Punjab. [Abridged.] 

Our knowledge regarding the quantity of fodder 
that & camel requires is very limited, and no experi¬ 
ments have, so far as 1 am aware, been carried out to 
determine the quantity of fodder that a camel requires 
to keep him in condition. Requests have been fre¬ 
quently made by the military authorities for informa¬ 
tion regarding the quantity of fodder that should be 
given to camels. 

The only camels available for the purpose of feeding 
experiments were medium-sized camels suffering from 
surra (7-14 years old). It would have been much more 
satisfactory to carry out the experiments with non- 
surra-infected camels, but this it was not possible to 
arrange. 

The camel can be trained to eat almost anything, and 
the fodder on which he feeds varies greatly in different 
parts of the country. The Punjabi camelmen prefer 
browsing to stall-feeding, and undoubtedly the camel 
thrives well if sufficient time is allowed, and the brows¬ 
ing is of good quality. When the browsing is poor or 
sufficient time is not available, fodder such as missa 
bhusa (pea straw), moth bhusa (Phaseolus aconitifolius 
straw), and murnj bhusa (Phaseolus murtgo straw) and, 
when in season, green tara mira (Eruca sativa ), green 
moth (Phaseolus aconitifolius) and green gram are fed to 
camels. As a rule the came)man does not feed gram to 
his camels, he is unable to afford it. Chitta bhnsa 
(wheat straw) and Phaliyat ( Eruca sativa stalks) are 
occasionally fed. Camelmen however do not like wheat 
straw as a camel fodder, and Eruca stalks have prob¬ 
ably little nutritive value. Without doubt a camel 
thrives best on fodder and browsing that he has been 
accustomed to. A camel brought to a district in which 
the browsing differs from that to which he has been 
accustomed, or when stall-fed on fodder that he has not 
been used to, will fall off in condition ; but if he is care¬ 
fully looked after and only lightly loaded to start with, 
he quickly becomes accustomed to the change and will 
rapidly regain his condition. 

Experiments regarding the quantity of fodder a camel 
will eat were carried out with the following:— 

1 Gram and missa bhusa. 

2 Missa bhusa without grain. 

3 Gram and moth bhusa. 

4 Moth bhusa without grain. 

9 Bulletin No. 77, 1918, Agricultural Research Institute, 
Pusa. [Received for publication on 11th May, 1917. [ 


5 Barley, turnips, and moth bhusa. 

6 Gram and green tara-mira. 

7 Green sarson (Indian colza). 

8 Oat hay and ordinary hay. 

The camels got poor browsing during the day: the 
fodder was given in the evening at about 5 p.m. The 
quantities are given throughout in pounds. 

12 of Gram and missa bhusa. 

Average = 12 gram and 20 6 missa bhusa. The gram 
was fed first and 40 missa bhusa was given to each 
camel; and the amount left over next morning was 
weighed. 

[Eight camels were used : the test feeding lasted six 
days. The gram was eaten in every case. The missa 
bhusa eaten per animal varied from 8 to 35 per diem, 
and the averages from 13 to 27'1 for the six days.] 

6 Gram arid missa bhusa. 

Average = 6 gram, 23T missa bhusa. The gram was 
fed first and 40 of missa bhusa was given to each camel; 
the amount left over next morning was weighed. 

[Eight camels, fed for 25 days; the bhusa varied per 
camel per day from 10 to 35, and the averages for the 
whole period from 18.4 to 26'l.j 

Missa bhusa. 

Average = 24*9 missa bhusa. 40 of missa bhusa was 
given to each camel in the evening and the amount 
left over next morning was weighed. 

[Six camels, fed for 10 days. The amount eaten per 
camel per diem ranged from 16 to 39 : and the averages 
from 22*5 to 27*2.] 

4 Gram and missa bhusa t two-year-old camels. 

Average = 4 gram and 14*7 missa bhusa. The gram 
was fed first and 30 of missa bhusa was given to each 
camel; the amount left over next morning was weighed. 

[Three camels (two males, one female), fed for 12 days. 
The missa bhusa per camel per day varied from 6 to 22; 
the averages for the period were 16'8, 14*9, 12*6 respect¬ 
ively.] 

6 gi'am and moth bhusa. 

Average — 6 gram and 26 7 moth bhusa. The gram 
was fed first and 50 of moth bhusa was given to each 
came]; the amount left over next morning was weighed. 

[Six camels, fed eight days. The moth bhusa eaten 
per camel per day ranged from 18 to 40; the averages 
for the period 21*25 to 31*5.] 

Moth bhvsa. 

Average — 29*9 moth bhusa. 50 moth bhusa was given 
to each camel, and the amount left over next morning 
was weighed. 

[Nine camels, fed 11 days. Moth bhusa eaten per 
camel per day varied from 12 to 44, the averages for the 
period 23*5 to 33*8.] 

% 5 Barley , Turnips , and Moth bhusa. 

Average =* 5 barley, 26*6 turnips, and 28*4 moth bhusa. 
The barley was given first, then the turuips, and then the 
bhusa. The camels did not relish the barley ; only 20 
of turnips were given to each camel the first two days, 
30 the other four days ; 50 of moth bhusa was given to 
each camel, and the amount left over next morning was 
weighed. 

[Five camels, fed six days. The barley and turnips 
were cleared, moth bhusa varied from 15 to 40 per day, 
and the averages for the period 24*1 to 28.] 

6 Gram and Green Tara-mira. 

Average = 6 gram and 66'1 green tara-mira. The 
gram was fed first, and 100 of green tara-mira was then 
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given to each camel, and the amount left over next 
morning was weighed. 

[Seven camels, fed 24 days. Tara-mira varied from 35 
to 86 in daily ration ; and the averages for the period 
from 601 to 71*3.] 

Green Sarson. 

Average (four days) =1549 green sarson. On the 
fifth day the fjeces became soft, like cow dung. 

[Five camels, fed seven days. The ration of 50, 100, 
150, given first three days was cleared. Other four days 
200 was given. Daily amount varied 115 to 192. Aver¬ 
ages for the four days 141 to 168 2.] 

Oat Hay. 

Several camels were fed on oat hay. The oat hay was 
at first mixed with an equal quantity of missa bhusa, 
the quantity of the latter being daily reduced until fin¬ 
ally only oat hay was given. The camels did not relish 
it, and the largest quantity eaten was 17. The oat hay, 
however, w^s of poor quality. 

6 Gram and I/ay. 

Six camels were starved for one day and then fed on 
6 of gram and hay. The amount eaten is given in the 
following table. For the first three days they were given 
no grazing, for the remaining three days they were 
allowed to browse during the day. 

Average = 6 gram and 16*2 hay. 

[Six camels, fed six days. 35 of hay was given, the 
daily amount varied from 8 to 31. The averages for the 
period 12 3 to 19 0.] 

Maximum quantity of fodder eaten , in addition to 

pool * browsing. All quantities given in pounds. 

12 gram and 35 missa bhusa. 

6 gram and 35 missa bhusa. 

39 missa bhusa. 

2 gram and 22 missa bhusa (two-year old camels). 

6 gram 40 moth bhusa. 

45 moth bhusa. 

5 barley, 30 of turnips, and 40 moth bhusa. 

6 gram and 86 green tara-mira. 

192 green sarson. 

6 gram and 31 hay. 

Summary. 

The average quantity of fodder eaten, in addition to 
poor browsing, was as follows :— 

12 gram + 20*6 missa bhusa. 

6 gram + 23*1 missa bhusa. 

249 missa bhusa. 

4 gram + 14*7 missa bhusa (two-year-old camels). 

6 gram + 26*7 moth bhusa. 

29 9 moth bhusa. 

5 barley + 26'6 turnips -4- 26 4 moth bhusa. 

6 gram + 661 green tara-mira. 

135*4 green sarson. 

6 gram + 16*2 hay. 

Conclusions. 

Taking into consideration the fact that thesS experi¬ 
ments were carried out on camels suffering from surra 
and doing no work, it is probable that healthy camels 
on hard work would eat very much more. The experi¬ 
ments, however, show that the present Government 
ration of 16 of a mixture of wheat and missa bhusa per 
camel is insufficient. 


[This experiment appears to be distinctly useful, 
inasmuch as it gives a general indication of quantities 
necessary in rationing camels—a very necessary know¬ 
ledge in dealing with numbers, as in army work—and a 
definite evidence that the present government allowance 
shows a discrepancy. 

Examining the tables—omitted in our reprint—one 
cannot help feeling that averages are not a scientific 


instrument, but only a rough and ready means of estab¬ 
lishing a working hypothesis. This can be very readilv 
seen in the reports of sale-yard results in the Live stock 
columns of agricultural papers. Taking one of the 
tables given in the Bulletin, which shows 6 lb gram, 
100 lb Tara-mira was fed to 7 camels for a period of 24 
days, we get the return of 168 days feeds of tara-mira 
(the gram was always cleared) the lowest of which was 
35 and the highest 86 lb. Four of these camels ate on 
the average 69 to 71 lb daily in the period : the other 
three about 10 lb less. Of these 168 daily feeds 59 were 
between 60 and 70, and 63 between 70and 80lb—that is 
122 of the 168 were between 60 and 80 lb, and from 56 
to 60 lb there were another 16. So that the average 
given (66*1 lb) is rathe r under than over : or to put it 
another way. the sin aller feeds have pulled down the 
average of tnree-fourths of the feeds recorded in this 
particular experiment.] 


Special (Veterinary) Tribunal. 

As we go to press, intimation is to hand, by courtesy 
of the Secretary L.G.B., that the following gentlemen 
have been appointed a Special Tribunal (Veterinary 
Tribunal) for dealing with any application on and after 
28th August:—F. W. Garnett, G. A. Banham, Hugh 
Begg, O. Charnock Bradley, J. Clarkson, H. J. Dawes, 
Sir J. M‘Fadyean, W. J. Mulvey, S. H. Slocock, 
J. Willett, P. Wilson, W. Woods. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 15. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts.:—W. L. Sinton, G. 
McElligott (Aug. D. 

To be temp. Lts. :—B. C. Flook (July 24); J. Me Allan 
(late Sec. Lt. Gordon Highrs., t.f.) (July 30). 

Aug. 19. 

Lt.-Col. H. J. Axe, d.s.o., having attained the age limit, 
is placed on ret. pay (Aug. 20). 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—R. W. M. Mettam, T. 
Hodgins (Aug. 1); T. F. Arnold, J. B. Garside, T. 
Grahame (Aug. 6). 

To be temp. Lt.:—S. G. P. L. Richardson (Aug. 2). 

Aug. 20. 

To be temp. Capt.:—J. Forrest, late temp. Capt. S. Afr. 
Vety. Corps (July 20, sen. Jan. 8, 1917). 

To be temp. Lt.:—J. Judge (July 24). 

To be temp. Hon. Lt.L. Linzell (Aug. 1). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Aug. 15. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) H. McVean relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to comd. a Veterinary Hosp. 
(June 30). 

Canadian A.V.C. 

Aug. 20. 

To be temp. Lt:—Sgt. T. H. Hungerford, 100823 (Aug. 3) 
Temp. Capt. to be temp. Maj.:—W. G. Stedman (Mar. 22). 

To be temp. Capt.:—Gnr. J. D. Macdonald, 2557453 
(Aug. 6). 


The following casualties are reported :— 

Accidentally Killed— Capt. W. A. Morrin, attd. 
R.G.A. 

Died of Wounds— Maj. C. B. Seelenmeyer, Aust. 
A.V.C. 


Augus 24,1918 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


63 


New Forest Ponies. 

It is a great characteristic of the New Forest pony to 
be always gay and on the alert; they are generally ex¬ 
tremely good-tempered, and very seldom do you come 
across a sulky pony. It is a rare thing to get business 
and fun together : in the New Forest it is possible to 
get them combined by being a breeder of ponies. 
October, November and December are the months when 
the rounding-up of the suckers, yearlings, and other 
ponies takes place, and the agisters are busy during this 
part of the year tail marking. 

The suckers more especially are sent to Brockenhurst 
annual sale of ponies in October, Martin’s Town Fair 
in Dorsetshire in mid-November, or at Ringwood in 
December, or as yearlings eight months later to Lynd- 
hurst Fair, or Bridford Fair in August. The rounding- 
up is as good as a day’s hunting, if you have a wild pony 
and have a forty or fifty minutes’gallop and sit down in 
your saddle and go. Commoners, four or five together, 
arrange with the agister in their district to have a day’s 
rounding-up. 

The meet is arranged—and on arriving another meet 
is arranged ; all take a beat and hunt for ponies in their 
haunt. If ponies are found and are auiet, the common¬ 
ers still go to the second meeting-place, and it is then 
arranged where to drive ponies in some forest pounds 
or farm. 

If on finding ponies, and they are wild and gallop off, 
the finder “ Halloos,” and the remainder come to it, and 
ponies are driven in shape of a V, one behind and two on 
each side if five are out. 

The suckers are haltered, and two, as a rule, are tied 
together, and you might meet half-a-dozen being driven 
home in this way after a good day. The more up-to- 
date way is to take colts back in wagons and carts, 
owing to the danger of motor-cars, especially at night. 
Mares that are haunted—well, their stock of mares—are 
generally saved, branded, and tail-marked by the agister. 
The good horse colts are kept for entires, and in April 
about 160 entries are shown at Lyndhurst in four classes 
—viz., yearlings, two-year-olds, three-year-olds, four- 
year-olds, and upwards. The Board of Agriculture has 
supported the show by giving ten premiums in class for 
four-year-olds and upwards. Three challenge cups are 
given, one in four-year-old and upwards, by Sir Edward 
Hulse, which has been won for the last three years and 
was won outright in 1915 by Mr. S. Barrow, Gore Farm, 
New Milton, Hants. This pony is a pure Forester, and 
has been the best pony that has competed for the past 
three years. The Cecil challenge cup is given by the 
late Lord Arthur Cecil’s two sons—Mr. A. W. Cecil and 
Major R. Cecil— for four-year olds, and the Boldre 
challenge cup is given by Mr F. Perkins, m.p., for three- 
year-olds. Lady A. Cecil gives two special prizes, and 
the National Pony Society four silver medals, one for 
each class. 

As an encouragement, cups are very much needed for 
two-year-old and yearling, and the competition in these 
classes would be greater. Many farmers in the counties 
of England do not realise the good a pony will do to eat 
off the rough grass where cow stock have been grazing, 
besides being a good investment. Ponies going away on 
good pasture will get to 14 hands. A mare that was 
bred from a Forest mare above 13 h. 3 in., and the sire 
a thoroughbred horse, grew to the height of 15 hands, 
and won the open jumpiog class at Burley in August, 
1914, and two days after mobilised and had twelve 
months’ work with a cavalry regiment. 

There is not the slightest doubt that for hardness and 
durability, a military horse can be bred from a New 
Forest pony if good keep is provided. 

T. Stovold, 

Hon. Sec., New Forest Pony Assn. 

Li t* Stock Journal. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

David Brown, Kilwinning £110 

W. A. Dykins, Capt. s.a.v.c. 110 

Edward Fern, Cape Town 110 

H. A. MacCormack, London 110 

G. C. Hooper Sharpe, m.c., Capt. a. v.c. 1 1 0 

T.B.Revington, Capt. s. a v.c. (1913, ’18) 2 2 0 

Previously acknowledged 959 2 11 
_ £966 9 11 

OBITUARY. 

Leonard Baker Cole, Capt. a. v.c. 

Graduated, Lond : Dec., 1907. 

Capt. Cole died on active service. 

A Vegetable Milk. 

Some of our readers may remember that this sugges¬ 
tion of a milk substitute from soya beans was noticed in 
our pages some 8 or 10 years ago—possibly more. The 
idea did not materialize, and so far as we know, nothing 
has since been heard ot it. The following appeared in 
The Lancet not long since, “From a correspondent.” It 
remains to be seen whether present conditions will 
result in the use for food purposes of some of the 
“ hundreds of thousands of tons imported.” 

“ In these days of agalactia any reasonable substitute 
for milk is certain of a welcome, so that particular 
interest attaches to the soy bean, an alimentary plant 
grown on a very large scale in China, and imported 
into this country by hundreds of thousands of toos 
annually for the sake of the oil it contains, which is 
utilised in the manufacture of soap, margarine, etc. 
More interesting from the alimentary point of view is 
the fact that it can he made to yield a substitute for 
milk, which in respect of appearance and composition 
is wellnigh indistinguishable therefrom. The process is 
simple. Five ounces of the bean are soaked overnight 
in a quart of cold water ; it is then coarsely ground, 
mixed with the water in which it has been soaking, and 
filtered through muslin. The result is a milky fluid 
with a rather strong smell of haricot bean, which dis¬ 
appears after it has been raised to boiling point. Infants 
take it readily, and, mixed with tea or coffee, the taste 
is imperceptible. Fresh soy bean milk has a faintly acid 
reaction ; it is quite homogeneous under the microscope, 
and its physical properties are those of cow’s milk ; 
rennet causes it to curdle, lactic acid germs cause it to 
undergo lactic acid fermentation. When boiled it 
“ rises ” like ordinary milk and forms a pellicle on the 
surface. Its composition is : Casein 3.13 per cent., 
fats 9.89, but it lacks carbohydrates, a shortcoming 
which can easily be remedied. As the fatty constituent 
is an oil, butter cannot be made from soy bean milk, but 
it can be made to provide cheese (120 grams of the bean 
yields 184 grams of cheese), and the cheese can be made 
to resemble any of the popular cheeses in the market; 
it is merely a question of employing the proper favour¬ 
ing ferment. Soy-bean milk can be retailed at 3 centimes 
a litre. The residue, after making milk, is still very 
rich in alimentary principles, and can be worked up in¬ 
to very palatable “almond” cakes or biscuits. Biing 
practically free from starch, these cakes are socially 
suited for consumption by diabetics. Roasted, the lx?an 
provides a colourable imitation of coffee, just as do 
barley and oats, to what a satisfactory degree only those 
who make use of these substitutes will understaud/'The 
soy bean and its derivatives are very rich in phosphates, 
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so that inf&ots reared on the milk are never likely to 
develop rickets. 

Unfortunately the soy bean does not take kindly to 
the English climate, but it grows freely in China, where 
it is indigenous, in southern France, in Algeria, and in 
many parts of the United States, where the plant is 
used extensively for fodder. There are a number of 
varieties possessed of special qualities according to 
climate and the object in view—for example, oil, or 
milk, or cattle food. A practical idea of its alimentary 
value may be formed by contrasting the cost of this as 
compared with other albumins : 100 grams of albumin, 
at the before-the-war prices, would cost—from egg Is. 8d., 
from meat Is. 4d., from pork 8d., dried peas 3d., and 
from soy bean 2d. The bean contains four times as 
much mineral constituents as meat, and is twice as rich 
in phosphoric acid. 

The following shows a comparative analysis :— 


Water. 

Nitro. 

Constnts. 

Fats. 

Starch. 

Cellu¬ 

lose. 

Ash. 

Soy Beans— 
Maxim. 11'30 

38*41 

14 80 

32*11 

6*20 

5*20 

Minim. 10 00 

34 85 

12*95 

96*74 

3*60 

4*35 

Lentils— 

Maxim. 1350 

24*64 

1*45 

62*45 

3*75 

3*45 

Haricot B.— 
Maxim. 20*40 

26*46 

2*46 

63*23 

600 

6*65 

Peas— 

Maxim. 14*20 

26*63 

1*65 

61*10 

3*52 

3*70 

Broad B.— 

Maxim. 15*30 

26.51 

1*50 

58*03 

7*86 

3.26 


Losses from tick infestation. 

In a short article in Queensland Agric. Jl ., by E. E. D. 
White, which is held to convey “the opinions of an 
experienced stockman on an unfenced holding carrying 
17,000 cattle and working eight dips” in North Eastern 
Queensland, it is stated that:— 

“The losses among cattle due to ticks ( Margaropus 
annulatus australis) when they first appeared in that 
region 20 years ago amounted to 60 per rent. At present 
the progeny of thobe cattle in this badly infested terri¬ 
tory have acquired an immunity towards diseases trans¬ 
missible by ticks, but the losses caused by tick irrita¬ 


tion are not generally realised, and are said to amount 
to 80 per cent, of the total female cattle branded each 
year. Although present conditions preclude the idea of 
eradicating the ticks the author suggests that in view 
of the loss of condition now caused, the suppression by 
means of systematic dipping must be regarded as the 
best possible investment for the cattle owner. 

The frequency of dipping must depend on the nature 
of the country. In certain pirts it was found necessary 
to dip every three weeks throughout the year, while 
in otber areas an occasional dipping suffices. It has 
often been stated that weak cattle and fattening bul¬ 
locks should not be dipped but the author’s experi¬ 
ence indicated that in both cases dipping resulted in 
improved condition ; it was found advisable not to put 
cattle on the road for at least five days after treatment/' 
— Trop. Vet. Bull. 


Lanark Farmers and Sheep Diseases. 

At a meeting of farmers and others interested in 
sheep, held in the auction ring, Lanark, at the close of 
the lamb sale on Tuesday, 13th inst., to hear an address 
by Prof. Gaiger, Glasgow Veterinary College, on the 
proposed investigations of sheep diseases, Councillor 
W. K. Jackson, Symington, who presided, strongly com¬ 
mended the work undertaken. He considered there was 
great necessity for it, and hoped all interested in sheep 
would give every assistance they could to make the 
investigation a success. 

Prof. Gaiger explained how the College was preparing 
to begin investigation on sheep diseases, more particu¬ 
larly those of braxy, looping ill, and trembling. The loss 
from these, he said, was enormous. They were fitting 
up a complete bacteriological laboratory in the College 
for the study of animal diseases. The Government and 
other Boards had given grants in aid, and the Governors 
of the College were particularly anxious that the work 
should not be handicapped for lack of the best equip¬ 
ment. They, therefore, appealed to all farmers and 
others interested for financial assistance to make the 
investigations a success. 

A Committee representative of the different districts 
of Lanarkshire was appointed to collect subscriptions, 
and also arrange to provide the necessary material on 
which to investigate.— North British Agi'ic,ulturist. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 
Mangev J 

Sheep 

Scab. 

W 

1 

Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

m 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

1 («) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

| Out¬ 
breaks 

1 (»> 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Aug. 17 

t 1917 

Corresponding 1 191 g 

week in J 1915 

4 

4 



1 

1 

I 

| 56 

108 

30 

21 

3 

7 

7 

4 

9 

9 



1 

26 

Id 

7 

36 

34 

20 

2 

2 

30 

80 

59 

15 

58 

267 

389 

Total for 83 weeks, 1918 . 

„ t 1917 

Corresponding 1 191 g 

period in ] 1916 ;;; 

167 

188 



23 

66 

3386 

6432 

248 

964 

321 

360 

407 

868 

424 

467 

1 

24 

18 

34 

35 

80 
89 
. 64 

1825 

1657 

1 J557 

8562 395 
3758 180 
J1221 ; 159 

1659 

3174 

2871 

715 

8532 

12853 


J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6 th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1916, inclusive 
(*) Confirmed. ( b) Reported by Local Authorities ♦ Counties affected, animals attaoked :—London 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 20. 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Non.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Contagious Diseases and their Control. 

Perhaps some members have not yet realised how 
much we shall have to do in controlling scheduled 
diseases in the coming years. Some of the diseases 
are already scheduled ; others are likely to be as 
soon as other conditions allow the necessary con¬ 
trol. Some are now prevalent in this country ; and 
others, from which we are free at present, may be 
re introduced. 

Our experience of foot-and-mouth disease has 
taught us what to expect whenever that affection 
prevails upon the Continent, and it is likely to do 
so in the near future. A less widely known and 
very different disease which may cause us some 
trouble is epizootic lymphangitis. This condition, 
though common in some French colonies, was little 
known in France itself; since hostilities commenced 
it has assumed disquieting proportions in France, 
but has happily made little headway among the 
horses of the British Expeditionary Force. Our 
only experience of epizootic lymphangitis in England 
was the appearance of a few cases here as a legacy 
of the South African war. It was scheduled at that 
time, and quickly stamped out; and there is no doubt 
that the same measures will enable us to subdue it 
again, even if a greater quantity of it should be 
imported. 

Rinderpest, though at present more remote, is a 
far more serious danger. It seems quite possible 
that the war might be followod by an incursion of 
rinderpest from Eastern Europe across the western 
parts of the Continent, and the German penetration 
far eastward, and the present Russian disorganiza¬ 
tion tend to render such an event more probable. 
If it does reach us, we shall be able to stamp it out 
as we did decades ago; but to do so would tax all 
our resources for a time. 

Even if we import no foreign diseases, our hands 
will be sufliciently full with those we have here 
already. Some temporary increase in glanders is 
practically certain; and equine mange is likely to 
he very troublesome for some time. The Tubercu¬ 
losis Order will certainly be re-introduced, perhaps 
in a stronger form which will enable more cases to 
be dealt with ; and it is not improbable that other 
diseases not yet scheduled will be as soon as 
practicable. 

Two, at least, ought to be scheduled—epizootic 
abortion and Johne’B disease. Both are very largely 
(ingeminated hy the sale of infected animals, which 
in many cases is done knowingly. Scheduling, with 
suitable regulations, would check this, and so would 
effect no small good. Scheduling would also give 
the Board that accurate knowledge of the local dis¬ 
tribution of the disease which oan only be obtained 


by compulsory notification. Both these diseases 
might well have been scheduled some years ago; 
and no excuse could be offered for delaying to 
schedule them when we have men available for the 
necessary control. Neither is likely to be subdued 
quickly or easily; and that is an additional argu¬ 
ment for putting them under control as soon as 
possible. 

At present, we are treating many oases of un¬ 
scheduled disease of all kinds to which we should 
never have been called in pre-war days. That will 
probably continue for a long time, and in addition 
we shall have far more work in connection with 
scheduled disease than we have ever had before. A 
greatly increased and progressively expanding 
activity in the repression of contagious disease will 
be one of the most striking features in veterinary 
life for the next generation. One cause of this will 
be the growing public attention to preventive 
medicino. 


DETACHED BONY GROWTH IN A HORSE. 

I was very interested in an account of an opera¬ 
tion on a detached bony growth in a mare by 
Mr. J. G. Iioynard, m.r.c.v.s., which appears in 
The Veterinary Record of the 25th May, 1918. 
In connection with this, I would like to record the 
following case:— 

Subject. A hay light draught horse, admitted to 
hospital with a shrapnel wound about eight inches 
above the base of the tail. 

The horse was cast with the intention of extract¬ 
ing the shrapnol. The wound was probed and 
the sinus found to run downwards and outwards 
for about ten inches. 

On manipulating the region of the thigh about 
four inches in front of the middle part of the 
femur, a hard, flat, detached substance, which was 
freoly moveable, could be detected immediately 
under the skin. We at once concluded that it was 
a piece of bone detached by the shrapnel , and de¬ 
cided to make an exploratory incision. 

On cutting down to it, and starting to disseot 
it out, we found it was a fiat, boDy plate about 
eight or nine inches long, and three to four inches 
wide. It w'&s firmly adherent, and continuous with 
the fascia in that part. It had nothing whatever 
to do with the wound, and in my opinion was 
simply an ossification of the fascia. As it did not 
appear to be doing the horse any harm, we decided 
not to remove it, but to leave it in (we had only 
dissocted the top part of it away from the other 
tissues). 
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I regret that I cannot say what was the after - 
resnlt of this case, as I lost sight of the horse. 

It is possible that Mr. Reynard’s case might 
have been of the same nature as the one I have 
here described, and nothing to do with the old 
wound he describes, or with the piece of shrapnel. 

I would like to know if his case caused any 
lameness or deformity; apparently it did 'not do so 
in my case (it was not detected until the horse was 
cast for operation). 

C. H. G. Townsend, Capt. a.v.c. 


Note by Director of Veterinary Services , B.E.F.: — 

“ A similar condition was once witnessed by me 
in an Australian horse in India. 


HYSTERIA (?) IN A MARE. 

The subject was a charger, a brown pony mare 
with a two-month’s old foal at foot, and the history 
was that whilst eating, and about half way through 
a feed, she apparently became quite mad and was 
for periods uncontrolable. The mare was noticed 
to have been in oestrum about three or four weeks 
previously. 

The condition was characterised by localised 
anaesthesia, sensory disturbance, tonic spasm of one 
group of muscles and convulsions. 

The mare stood with legs apart, with her head 
and neck held slightly towards the right side, nose 
pointing towards the chest, and held in a rigid 
attitude. 

Suddenly there would be a convulsion during 
which she jumped or bucked forwards and towards 
the left, at the cessation of which she maintained 
her former attitude. Periods of excitement alter¬ 
nated with those of quietude at regular intervals, 
the convulsive stage occupying about thirty seconds, 
whilst the period of torpor was two or three 
minutes. 

In both stages the head was maintained in the 
position described, and the breathing was stertorous 
throughout. The pulse was regular, slightly ac¬ 
celerated, full and hard. The muscles of the left 
neck, jaw, and throat were hard, tense, and in a 
condition of tonic spasm, whilst the skin over this 
area was anaesthetic. The left eye was open and 
staring with the pupil dilated, and loss of vision. 
The skin on the right neck was sensitive, whilst 
the eye and eyelids on the right side were capable 
of movement, and the sight was unimpaired. 

Arecoline gr.'f and morphine gr. iii were injected 
on opposite sides. The arecoline acted in about 
five minutes and continued for half an hour. Dur¬ 
ing this time the animal defaecated three times and 
micturated once ; a considerable quantity of urine 
being passed. 

From that stage at which salivation commenced 
there was improvement. A gradual relaxation of 
the tetanised muscles was noticed, the stertorous 
breathing disappeared, the left eyelids dickered, the 
head assumed a more normal appearance and its 
carriage was better. The mare stood in a more 


easy and natural position, and her movements were 
more co-ordinated. Recovery occurred in three- 
quarters of an hour. 

In attempting to arrive at a diagnosis of this case, 
the only conclusion I could arrive at was that it 
might be hysteria. In the early stages I suspected 
some congestive or inflammatory condition of the 
brain or meninges, but the symptoms were so tran¬ 
sient, recovery so rapid, and the nervous phenomena 
so varied that I concluded they were unassociated 
with any organic disease. The fact that the affec¬ 
tion occurred three or four weeks after the oestral 
period, and at a time when its recurrence might be 
looked for lent weight to this view." 

Cases of this nature are apparently uncommon, 
I have therefore deemed it worthy of record. 

R. P. Jones, Capt. s.a.v.c. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Glandular Tuberculosis with Abscess 

FORMATION IN THE Ox. 

Deme records the following case on account of 
the rare localisation of the lesions and the dimen¬ 
sions they acquired. This mode of degeneration, 
according to Nocard and Leclainche, is frequent in 
the superficial glands. It is also observed in the 
visceral glands, especially in the posterior media- 
stinals. In Dem&’s case, the glands involved were 
intermuscular—the popliteal and prescapular. 

The subject was an ox, four years old. The ani¬ 
mal presented a greasiness in the region of the right 
hip and fluctuation of the superficial part of the 
thigh. A blister was applied to this point; and 
some days later an incision released four litres of 
pus. Despite repeated antiseptic applications, the 
suppuration could not he arrested. In addition, 
three months afterwards a swelling was seen in the 
anterior region of the right shoulder. This decided 
the owner to send the ox to the slaughter-house. 

Post-mortem. Caseo-purulent centres were found 
in the liver, with concomitant alterations of the 
annexed glands. No particular lesion was found in 
the mesenteric, bronchial, and retro-pharyngeal 
glands. The examination of the other deep glands 
was more fruitful. The right popliteal gland had 
attained the size of a man’s head. On section it 
appeared crammed with rounded tubercles the size 
of nuts, in contact with a caseo-purulent liquid. 
The pus had extended through the subcutaneous 
connective tissue and the neighbouring intermus¬ 
cular spaces. The skin was detached over a space 
the width of two hands. 

The right prescapular gland had doubled its 
volume. It was surrounded by a thick and very 
resistant fibrous coat. Upon section it presented 
tubercles identical with those of the popliteal, im¬ 
mersed in pus. Here the suppuration had remained 
circumscribed. 

The majority of the remaining glands showed 
haemorrhagic lesions. 

Probably the tuberculosis was of intestinal origin. 
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The liver, attacked early, rapidly became the seat 
of caseo-purulent centres, this may be attributed to 
an excessive virulence of the specific bacilli. Gen¬ 
eralisation through the blood stream followed. 

The carcase was totally condemned .—(Revista de 
Higient y Santdad Veterinaria). 

W. R. C. 


SPECIAL TRIBLNAL. 

Registered Veterinary Surgeons. 

Iu pursuence of the provisions of Regulation f>4 of 
the Military Service Regulations, 1918, the Local 
Government Board and the Secretary for Scotland 
hereby appoint:— 

F. W. Garnett, Esq., c.b.e., m.r.c.v.s. 

G. A. Banham, Esq., f.r.c.v.c. 

Hugh Begg, Esa., f.r.c.v.8. 

O. Cbarnock Bradley, Esq., m.i>., D.sc., ch.b., 

M.R.C.V.8. 

J. Clarkson, Esq., m.r.c.v.s. 

H. J. Dawes, Esq., f.r.c.v.8. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean, ll.d., m.b., c.m., b.sc., 

M.R.C.V.S. 

W. J. Mulvey, Esq., f.r.c.v.8. 

S. H. Slocock, Esq., f.rc.v.8. 

J. Willett, Esq., m.r.c.v.s. 

P. Wilson, Esq., m.r.c.v.8. 

W. Woods, Esq., F.R.C.V.8. 

to be a special Tribunal (hereinafter called the Veter 
inary Tribunal) for the purpose of dealing, on and after 
the twenty-eighth day of August, 1918, with any appli¬ 
cation, or request for leave to make an application, for 
the grant, renewal, variation or withdrawal of a cer 
titicate of exemption to, or held by, any man (not being 
a duly qualified medical practitioner) who is a duly 
qualified veterinary surgeou registered under the Veter 
ioary Surgeons Act, 1881. F. W. Garnett, Esq., c.b.e., 
m.r.c.v.s., is hereby appointed to be Chairman of the 
Veterinary Tribunal. 

And the Local Government Board and the Secretary 
for Scotland direct that the powers, functions and 
procedure of the Veterinary Tribunal in relation to the 
matters aforesaid shall be the same as those of an 
Appeal Tribunal when dealing with applications, or 
requests for leave to make applications, made direct 
to them under the Military Service Regulations, 1918, 
as amended by subsequent Regulations. 

Dated this twenty-first day of August, 1918. 

W. Hayes Fisher, 

President of the Local Govt. Bd. 

Robert Munro, 

His Majesty’s Sec. for Scotland. 


An Official Circular issued to Tribunals states : — 

44 It has been decided that no registered veterinary 
surgeon shall be taken for military service except, if he 
is suitable, as a commissioned officer for employment in 
his professional capacity, subject to the condition that, 
if a veterinary surgeon is left in civilian employment, 
he is engaged on such veterinary work as is deemed to 
be inoet in the national interests. 

“In this respect the position of registered veterinary 
surgeons is similar to that of registered medical prac¬ 
titioners and registered dentists, and it is important to 
secure the best distribution of their services.” 

The address of the Veterinary Tribunal is 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 


ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

D A. D. Aitchison, Madras £110 

S. J. Motton, Capt. a.v.c. 1 1 0 

R. G. Saunders, Penzance 110 

Johu S. Wheatcroft, Rotherham 1 1 0 

Previously acknowledged 966 9 11 


£970 13 11 


Union of South Africa Agricultural Dept. 
Professional Staff of Veterinary Division, 
1916-17. 

C. E. Gray, Principal Veterinary Surgeon. 

J. D. Borthwick, Assistant P.V.S. 

Cape Province —R. W. Dixon, Senior V.O., Cape Town. 
W. A. Simson, Queenstown. 

A. C. Kirkpatrick, East London. 

J. Nicol King Williamstown. 

W. P. Hamlyn Komghn. 

A. Matthew Port Elizabeth. 

G. T. Henderson Elliot. 

J. H. L. Lyons Cape Town. 

E. Fern Caj>e Town. 

H. H. Curson Cape Town (on special duty 

in Nyassaland). 

B. van der Vyver On active service. 

A. Goodall „ „ 

Orange Free State —A. Grist, Sen. V.O., Bloemfontein. 

J. R. R. Hamilton Bloemfontein. 

F. M. Skues Bethlehem. 

J. F. Joyce On active service. 

A. McNae „ „ 

Transvaal Province —J. Spieull, Sen. V.O., Pretoria. 


J. G. Bush 

On active service. 

P. Conacher 

Johannesburg. 

J. Chalmers 

Piet Relief. 

F. J. Dunning 

On active service. 

J. I. Edgar 

Pieiersburg. 

R. S. Garraway 

Pretoria 

G. Lee 

On active service. 

G. May 

Carolina. 

G. McCall 

On active service. 

H. M. Webb 

99 99 

G. C. Webster 

99 99 

M. Cunningham 

99 99 

G. F. Marais 

Volksrust. 

W. Jones 

Mafeking. 

E. T. Clemow 

Barberton. 

W. A. Dykins 

On active service. 


Natal Proi ince—\\. M. Power, Sen. V.O., Maritzburg. 


S. H. Ewing 

T. H. Dale 
C. Tyler 

J. L. Webb 
C. H. Wadlow 
A. F. Harber 
F. Hutchinson 
A. Brummer 
S. I. Johnston 

F. M. Hill 

Transkei—G. W. Freer, 

G. H. Melck 
R. Paine 

J. J. G. Keppel 
A. M. Howie 


Eshowe. 

Durban. 

Port Shepstone. 

Ixopo. 

Maritzburg 
Mooi River. 

Dundee. 

Durban. 

On active service. 

Ladysmith (on special duty 
in Nyasaland). 

Senior V.O., Umtata. 
Umtata. 

Kokstad. 

On active service. 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 

Tuberculin Test. 

Mr. Wright asked the President of the Local Govern¬ 
ment Board whether there are now, or if he intends to 
impose, any restrictions on the possession and use of 
tuberculin by persons other than members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, in view of the fact that 
previous injection of tuberculin within six weeks renders 
the tuberculin test worthless. 

Mr. Pisher : I am not aware of any restrictions at 
present. I am consulting the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries in regard to the question whether any restric¬ 
tions should be imposed. 

Mr. Wright : Will my right hon. friend say how he 
proposes to ensure that the consumers, who, under the 
new grading of milk scheme, pay 3d. or 4d. a gallon 
extra for Grade A or Grade B, get what they pay for, in 
the absence of any such restrictions 1 

Mr. Wright asked the President of the Local Govern¬ 
ment Board whether he can give any information as to 
number and ownership of dairy herds which contain no 
animal which reacts to the tuberculin test. 

Mr. Fisher : I have not at present any information 
on the subject. 


Swine Fever Prosecution. 

At the Chelmsford Sessions on Friday, Geoffrey 
Matthews, Good Easter, was summoned for exposing in 
the Chelmsford Market, on August 2nd, pigs suspected 
of swine fever, and also for not giving notice that pigs 
in his possession were suspected of swine fever. Ralph 
Matthews, his brother, was summoned for moving, be¬ 
tween July 10th and August 10th, at Good Easter, swine 
into a swine fever infected area without a licence. Both 
defendants are well-known farmers. 

Mr. W. S. Mulvey, veterinary surgeon, Chelmsford, 
said that on August 2nd he saw 39 store pigs in the 
market, most of them in a poor condition. Suspectiug 
swine fever, he had them removed, and two days later 
he slaughtered two, and found them affected. They 
must have had the disease when they were sent to the 
market. 

Supt. Mules said that Mr. Geoffrey Matthews ad¬ 
mitted that the 39 pigs were his, and that they were in 
a poor condition, but he said he was perfectly sure at 
the time they were not suffering from swine fever. He 
attributed their condition to the difficulty in obtaining 
proper food, and also that he was afraid the attendant 
Lad neglected his duty in feeding them. Defendant 
also told witness that nis three sons were in the army, 
as well as some of his best workmen, and that he could 
not attend to all the necessary details on the farm. 

Mr. D. A. Cr&gie, Board of Agriculture Inspector, 
said that any man with experience should have had 
strong reasons for suspecting disease in these pigs. 

Mr. Geoffrey Matthews said there were no signs of 
disease when the pigs left the farm. The food he had 
given them was what was advised by the Board of Agri¬ 
culture, but he was inclined to think it was too strong. 

The Mayor (Mr. J. Gowers) said the Justices were 
unanimously of opinion that Mr. Geoffrey Matthews did 
not suspect swine fever, and they dismissed the cases 
against nim. 

With regard to Mr. R. Matthews, Supt. H. Mules 
explained tnat the defendant moved some pigs from one 
of nis farms to another which was an infected area at 
the time. 

Mr. Matthews said that originally all the pigs belonged 
to one lot; those he moved had been treated by the 
Board's Inspector, and declared immune from disease. 
He could have sent them to market, but he put them 
with the others, intending to keep the lot on nis farm 
until they were killed. 


A fine of £2 was imposed, the Justices thinking that 
this would not have happened bad Mr. Matthews read 
the notice served upon him.— East Anglian Daily Times. 


Alleged Cruelty at Brighton. 

Warts on a Horse.—-Dismissed. 

At Brighton Borough Bench, on Thursday, 22nd inst., 
Joseph Nye, of St. James’s Mews, was defendant in an 
adjourned summons for ill-treating a horse by working 
it in an unfit condition. 

The Magistrates on the Bench were Mr. Wallis (in the 
chair), and Mr. Saunders. 

Mr. T. Digby Gates prosecuted on behalf of the Royal 
Society for the prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and 
defendant, who pleaded not guilty, was repressnted by 
Mr. Doughty, barrister, instructed by Mr. J. C. Buck well. 

P.C. Miller said : On 25th July he was on point duty 
in Old Steine, when he saw defendant driving a brown 
gelding attached to a gig. As it passed, witness noticed 
a number of warts between the hind legs. Two were 
raw and red, and witness decided to stop defendant 
when he returned. He did this at 11.30, and then ex¬ 
amined the horse. Seeing Inspector Whiting passing 
by, witness called him, and it was agreed that defendant 
should drive on to his yard. On arriving there witness 
found the two warts that he had noticed had been cov¬ 
ered over with some black substance. There was also a 
large wound about the size of a man’s hand on the fiank. 
Two other warts that were not bleeding were about half 
the size of a man’s fist; the two that were rubbing 
together and from which blood was dropping, were 
about the size of a chickens’ and a pigeon’s egg respect¬ 
ively. There was blood on both hocks from these warts. 

Replying to Mr. Gates, witness said the black sub¬ 
stance which he noticed on the wsrts had been put on 
them after witness stopped defendant. 

Cross examined, witness said he had previously 
noticed the horse had warts, but on this occasion they 
looked red, ano so he stopped defendand. Witness was 
quite convinced it was blood that was coming from the 
warts. The animal was a spirited one and very fast. 
There was no trace of lameness and its action was per¬ 
fectly free both before and behind. The horse showed 
no signs of nervousness. Witness adhered to his state¬ 
ment that he saw the warts rubbing together, though 
Mr. Doughty suggested that this was physically im¬ 
possible. 

Inspector Whiting, R.S.P.C.A., testified that the horse 
was in good bodily condition, but said two of the warts 
on the hind legs were bleeding. He spoke of an exam¬ 
ination by three veterinary surgeons at defendant’s 
yard. In cross-examination, he said the animal was a 
showy one, with a free action, and there was no sign of 
distress or pain, although it was rather nervous when 
examined. He agreed that defendant owned a good 
many animals, and had always given him every assist¬ 
ance when he had had occasion to go to his yard. If the 
warts did not rub there would be no cruelty in working 
the Ihorse. He agreed that the warts without being 
rubbed, would break down from time to time, and show 
raw. The fact that the warts looked raw would be no 
proof that they were rubbing. He knew Mr. Pritchard 
maintained that the warts did not rub, and agreed that 
they did not touch when the animal was standing still. 
Witness advised Mr. Nye not to work the horse, and he 
had followed the advice. 

Mr. Richard Burt, m.r.c.v.8., said he formed the 
opinion that there was friction between the two warts 
and that it was cruelty to work the horse while in that 
state. Mr. Pritchard did not agree that it was cruelty 
to work the animal. 

Cross-examined, witness agreed that if there was no 
friction between the waits there would be no cruelty. 
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The warts might appear raw although there had been 
no friction. It was a handsome animal, and except for 
this defect a valuable one—worth 100 guineas or more. 
Witness considered that while the animal was in the 
condition in which he saw it it should never be taken 
out of the stable. 

By the Bench: Warts were not painful in the ordinary 
aay, except when there was friction. 

Mr. W. 1C. Stuart, m.r.c.v.3., 2 Osborne Villas, Hove, 
said one of the two warts that were bleeding did not 
touch on a straight course, but did so in turning. Wit¬ 
ness was emphatically of opinion that it was cruelty to 
work the horse, and was of opinion also that a wound 
remaining where a wart had been removed by operation 
would also be painful. In cross-examination, he said 
that when the warts were on the point of breaking the 
smallest touch would make them appear raw. 

The Defence. 

Mr. Doughty suggested that the only points at issue 
were whether the warts were touching, and whether the 
horse was driven so as to cause it unnecessary pain. If 
the Magistrates found that Mr. Nye was driving the 
horse about for a substantial period of time indifferent 
as to whether the warts were touching or no he would 
not resist a conviction, for he thought it would be 
cruelty. He would, however, ask the Bench to hold 
that, in fact, the warts were not touching; that the 
horse had an extremely wide action; and that as the 
legs crossed the warts in no way touched unless that 
happened when it turned. 

The Court adjourned for luncheon, and during the 
interval the horse was examined by the Magistrates. 

On the resumption, defendant, giving evidence on 
oath, said he was a jobmaster and livery-stable keeper, 
in business on his own account for 25 years. He took 
the horse over from Mr. Allen, who formerly traded as 
Dupont. It was the subject of warts, and bore marks 
of caving been operated upon. Witness had never let 
the animal out, and simply used it for his own purposes 
—very light work. He had attempted to cure the horse 
of the warts, and it had been constantly under the care 
of his veterinary surgeon. The warts were all removed 
in March, 1917; others grew, and were removed in 
November the same year. In June of this year he 
noticed the warts were growing again, and mentioned 
the matter to Mr. Pritchard with a view to another 
operation. From that time he took the animal out 
about four times a week, merely in order to drive from 
one of his yards to another. When witness first saw the 
horse on the 25th July, the warts were dry and not 
exuding at all, but when driving down St. James’ Street 
shortly after eleven, he noticed a moisture. Since that 
date the animal had not been driven out, and the warts 
were much worse now. The horse was a favourite, and 
would follow him about. It was a spirited animal, and 
if the warts rubbed as suggested it would have kicked. 

Cross-examined : He denied that there was any blood 
dropping from the warts on to the hocks, but there was 
a fluid inside the thighs from them. Witness had never 
seen the warts touch, even when turning. He denied 
that the animal had received any treatment since 25th 
July for the warts beyond cold sponging. He admitted 
that between the time when he was stopped in Old 
Steyne and the time when the examination was made at 
the yard he dabbed the warts with some substance. He 
thought that was a mistake, and was sorry for it. If 
the warts touched, witness agreed that it would not be 
right to work the horse ; neither would it be safe. 

Mr. Pritchard, m.r.c.v.8., County Council Inspector 
for the Arundel and Chichester divisions of West Sussex, 
said he was first consulted about the horse in July, 1916. 
The animal was the subject of warty, fibrous skin 
growths in both groins. In March, 1917, he removed 11 
such growths. The growths were in the inner layer of 


the skin, and as they grew, they ruptured the outer 
skin, breaking it down. Witness declared that the 
operation wound would not be painful unless touched 
or rubbed. In June last Mr. Nye drew his attention to 
the warts, which were growing again, and witness 
advised him that the horse could quite well be worked, 
but asked him to let him know how it got on. As the 
result of a thorough test on 25th July, witness was 
satisfied.that the warts did not touch, nor did they do 
so now, and so long as they did not touch there was no 
pain and no cruelty. What was alleged to have been 
blood dropping on to the legs was not blood but an 
exudation. 

Cross-examined, witness considered the animal quite 
fit to be driven at the present moment. In turning, the 
warts might touch, but would not drag, and the pressure 
would not be sufficient to cause chafing. 

Mr. J. C. Munby, of Lewes, Veterinary Surgeon and 
Inspector for the County Council, also gave evidence as 
to tne condition of the Horse, and described some teste 
he made, proving that the warts did not touch. 

Cross examined: Occasional friction of the warte 
would not cause pain. The animal was quite fit to be 
worked at the present time. 

Mr. Jas. Edward Wallis, m.r.cv.s., Hailsham, County 
Council Divisional Inspector, who examined the horse on 
the 27th July, said he actively manipulated the warts, 
but no signs of sensibility were to be noticed, and the 
animal also showed no signs of pain or discomfort. 

Cross-examined : Witness thought the animal was fit 
to work, but a lot of turning would not do it much 
good. 

After a lengthy consultation, the Chairman observed 
that there was a groat conflict of evidence in the case, 
particularly in the evidence of the five veterinary sur¬ 
geons—such a conflict as to raise doubts iu the minds of 
the Magistrates, of which defendant must, of Icourse, 
have the benefit. The case would, therefore, be dis¬ 
missed.— Sussex Daily N ews. 


STERILISED TUBERCULOUS MEAT. 

The Editor “ Meat Trades ’ Journal.” 

Sir,—I am glad to notice from Scotus’ letter in your 
issue of this date that the Glasgow meat trade intend 
to sterilise this pet scheme of Mr. Trotter's. The pro¬ 
posal is an absurd one, seeing that it would add an 
infinitesimal and unsatisfactory addition to the food 
supply. It would turn the public in this country off 
beef. It might do for the population of Germany, who 
are cultured up to swallow almost anything. It took 
some years to get meat producing countries into line on 
the question of the issue of inspection certificates. 
What will they think of us if we go back on our former 
practice. The meat producing States would be justified 
in withdrawing their certificates of inspection and send, 
as before, uncertified packages of meat. Everybody 
knows that the inspection of meat is now conducted on 
rational lines in almost all centres, and that what is 
condemned ought uot to be sold for human food in any 
shape or form. A large number of most capable veter¬ 
inary surgeons are serving in the army. They would. I 
am sure, condemn the proposal. I trust that Bailie 
Roderick Scott will succeed, with the help of the meat 
trade, in putting a stop to the mischievous fad of a few 
—a very few—members of the veterinary profession. 

Aug. 15. Yours, etc., M rrelands. 


The foregoing needs little explanation. Most of your 
readers will have seen references to the subject in the 
local or agricultural papers during the last few weeks. 
I have seen other letters in which Mr. Trotter is stated 
to have entirely changed his views on the matter. I 
believe that for some years Mr. Trotter has held that 
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tuberculous meat is unfit for human food, and has 
shaped his inspection in accordance with that opinion : 
but I fail to see that because he has expressed himself 
in favour of sterilizing tuberculous meat for human 
food, he has therefore gone back on his previous 
opinions. 

It seems to me that several of the men who have 
written against the procedure are ignorant of the signifi¬ 
cance of the word sterilize. They don’t know that when 
their Sunday joint ia cooked through in their own oven it 
is sterilized. The process is the same but more efficiently 
carried out in the specially constructed sterilizing 
chamber. 

So far as I know, no one has suggested that flesh 
which is badly infected with tuberculosis should be 
dealt with, nor that the process will render such flesh fit 
for food. But cattle in good condition as to flesh, are 
sometimes found with badly infected organs ; in given 
conditions much of this flesh can be made safe for food 
—and there is sufficient evidence that the food so pre¬ 
pared is palatable and contains a good amount of nour¬ 
ishing elements. A substance or fluid is “sterilized” 
when it has been submitted to such heat that organic 
life has ceased to exist in it—thus, all living infection is 
destroyed, and food so prepared cannot be termed in¬ 
jurious, while its nutritive value depends—not upon the 
process, but upon the quality of the flesh before it is 
treated. 

The risks attached to the installation of a plant are— 
from the financial side, the question of supply of material 
for treatment. From the Public Health side the efficient 
selection of suitable material: and capable management 
of the apparatus. But, that at a time of scarcity of 
food, such as will have to be faced for some time to 
come, men should be allowed to obstruct such a scheme 
on sentimental grounds alone does not speak well for 
our intelligence as a nation. 

I have nothing to gain or lose on the question—I am 
not a meat inspector, nor a butcher, nor an engineer 
with appliances to sell. I am inclined to approach the 
subject as a consumer—and in that connection I ask 
myself, Is this sterilized meat likely to be any worse 
than the “lamb” which has been cold-stored until it is 
utterly flavourless, and it crumbles instead of cutting 
under the carving knife, and the fat is tallow 1 Or is it 
worse than the mutton which is difficult to cut, and im¬ 
possible to chew 1 Or than the beef which has to be 
stewed twice, and is almost reduced to stock, before it 
is eatable 1 

Looking through a paper and discussion on “ Meat 
inspection in rural districts” in Journal of the Sanitary 
Institute, and with a recollection of having read some¬ 
what similar experiences in your pages, Mr. Editor, I 
was forced to the conclusion that a good many of those 
concerned in the supply of flesh food in this country- 
farmers, butchers, and meat salesmen—shirk all respon¬ 
sibility in the quality of the food they supply. Possibly 
some of your readers may appreciate toe following 
extract from the paper by Dr. W. Q. Savage, County 
M.O.H. Somerset.—Yours, etc., Senex. 

“There exists a slaughter-house, situated in the 
country but at a convenient distance from a railway 
junction, in connection with which I received definite 
and specific complaints as to traffic in diseased meat, 
where the meat went, and even how it was sent. On 
investigation I found that the slaughter-house was a 
licensed one, and that the occupier was allowed to use 
it both as a knackers’ slaughter-house and for the 
slaughter of food for man : a unique opportunity. At 
my first visit (a surprise one) I found an emaciated 
tuberculous cow being cut up. The occupier of the 
premises, with the most engaging frankness, admitted 
that it was unfit for food, and assured me that no one 


had any intention of so using it, and in proof thereof he 
went to the house and produced address labels to a cats’ 
meat man in London, to whom he had intended to con¬ 
sign the meat. There were two other animals waiting 
to be killed, one being emaciated and probably diseased. 

The premises were defective structurally, and I saw 
to it that the owner was compelled to reconstruct, while 
of course I insisted that the premises could be licensed 
for one purpose only. The reconstruction was carried 
out at very considerable expense, and the premises are 
now licensed as a knackers* yard ; but one is still left 
wondering at the profitablenss of the knackers’ trade to 
make the heavy cost worth while. 

Another case is even more interesting. Some years 
ago extensive premises were constructed as a. slaughter¬ 
house in the heart of the country, but adjacent to a 
small railway junction. The sanitary inspector of the 
district lives five miles away. The premises are situated 
several hundred yards from the road, so that the ap¬ 
proach of any inspector or other visitor can readily be 
seen, while admittance to the actral premises is through 
a gate which I have always found locked. The slaugh¬ 
tering premises are quite extensive, and structurally 
very satisfactory and up to date. In the very middle of 
the premises is a room, again structurally satisfactory, 
in wnich sausages were prepared on a large scale. The 
licensee has been fined once to my knowledge before 
coming to Somerset for selling diseased meat, while he 
successfully objected before the rural district council to 
give an undertaking not to kill meat for both human 
food and animal food. Any diseased meat found on his 
premises could therefore without difficulty be designated 
as animal food. A local newspaper describing the open¬ 
ing of the premises stated, but in quite another connec¬ 
tion, ‘The spot is an ideal one for such a business.’ 

The premises are now unocupied, as a large batch of 
diseased meat seized in London was traced back to this 
place, and the occupier absconded. Meanwhile, I had 
very considerable difficulty in making clear to the rural 
district council that there must be a definite under¬ 
taking that the premises should be used for one kind of 
slaughtering only. 

One other case. In one of the rural districts, a 
slaughter-house was licensed, although of rather poor 
construction. The occupier was known to have been 
fined, before he come into the county, for dealing in 
diseased meat, and there were strong reasons for be¬ 
lieving, but not sufficient for definite proof, that his 
accomplishments in this direction, acquired in another 
county, were not being neglected in ours. The medical 
officer of health was energetic and keen, and, although no 
conviction was obtained, things were made uncomfort¬ 
able, and the occupier migrated to another part of the 
county. He now occupies premises on the border between 
two rural districts, and equally inconvenient of access for 
both inspectors, but with a railway station conveniently 
adjacent. He has added to his establishment a large 
dog, with accomplishments not inferior to those of his 
master; for the advent of any stranger into the lane 
leading to the slaughter-house at once produces the 
brute, who blocks the way and growls, conveying the 
unmistakable impression that long familiarity with 
meat has blunted his powers of discrininating between 
the tearing of human and of animal flesh, and a little 
absence of discretion in advancing will inevitably break 
down his forbearance Naturally, you forbear to in¬ 
crease the feeling of tension, and after an interval vary¬ 
ing with the needs of the case, the owner appears, and 
smilingly invites your approval of his premises. I have 
not been there for several years, so do not know if this 
description still holds true. 

Speaking generally, the slaughter-houses in rural and 
the small urban areas are fairly satisfactory as regards 
structure and surroundings, the chief defects Deing 
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broken floors, while very few have cement-lined or other 
form of impervious wells. 

As regards their use, a defect, which is much com¬ 
moner in rural and small urban districts than in large 
towns, is that in a number of instances they are not 
kept entirely for their proper purpose. I have, for 
example, found a load of peat, a mattress, old clothing, 
bicycles, meat safe with food inside, harness, etc., stored 
in different slaughter-houses. It is also not very infre- 
uent to find sausage-making and food-pickling con 
acted in the slaughter-house itself.” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

War Office, Aug. 22. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the 
following appointments for valuable services rendered 
in connexion with military operations in German South- 
West Africa:— 

Order op the British Empire. 
Commanders (C.B.E.) 

* * * * 

Lt. Col. (Hon. Col.) James Irvine Smith, s.a.v.c. 


War Office, Aug. 22. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the following 
rewards for distinguished service in the Field and in 
connexion with the campaign in German South-West 
Africa, 1914-15 ; to date from Jan. 1, 1916 :— 

The Distinguished Service Order 
Maj. J. G. Bush, Maj. G. W. Lee, s.av.c. 

The Military Cross. 

Capt. P. R. Yiljoen, Capt. C. H. Wadlow, s.a.v.c. 


War Office, Aug. 22. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has received 
from the Governor General and Commander-in-Chief, 
Union of South Africa, the following list of officers and 
other ranks whose names have been brought to notice 
by General the Rt. Hon. Louis Botha for distinguished 
service in the field and in connexion with the campaign 
in German South-West Africa, 1914-15 :— 

S.A.Y.C.—Capt. W. H. Andrews; Maj. J. G. Bush » 
Capt. F. J. Dunning; Capt. S. Elley: Capt. A. Goodall J 
Capt. A. M. Howie; Maj. W. Jowett; M«j. G. W. Lee J 
Capt. D. B. J. McCJl; Capt. J. McNeil; Lt. Col- 
(and Hon. Col.) J. Irvine Smith. 


War Office, Aug. 26 

The King has been pleased to approve of the following 
rewards for distinguished service in connexion with 
Military Operations in Mesopotamia (Dated June 3, 
1918, unless otherwise stated) :— 

To be Brevet Major— (Actg. Maj.) G. Williamson. 

Distinguished Service Order. 

Maj. (actg. Lt-Col.) A. J. Williams, f.r c.v.s. 


War Office, Aug. 27. 

The Secretary of State for War has received the fol¬ 
lowing dispatch :— 

General Headquarters, 

Mesormtamia Expeditionary Force, April 15, 1918. 

Sir,—With reference to the concluding paragraph of 
my dispatch dated the 15th April, 1918, I have the 
honour to submit herewith the names of officers serving, 
or who have served, under my command, whose distin¬ 
guished and gallant services and devotion to duty I con 
rider deserving of special mention. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
W. R. Marshall, Lieut.-Gen., 
Commanding-in Chief, Mesopotamian 
Expeditionary Force. 


Capt R. M. Bamford; M^j. P. V. Beatty; Temp. Capt. 
T. Childs; Temp. Capt. R. W. D. C. Easom ; Temp. 
Capt. J. Forbes; Temp. Capt. J. R. Hewer ; Maj. J. 
Nicholas; Maj. (actg.Lt.-Col.)A. J. Williams, f.r.c.v.s. ; 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) G. Williamson; Temp. Capt. N. 
Wright. _ 

Extracts from London Gazette, 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 22. 
Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

To be temp. Lts.:—D. P. White, B. S. Parkin, T. J. 
Hurley, J. A. McCutcheon (Aug. 7); J. T. Alcock 
(Aug. 8). 

Aug. 23. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—C. S. Northcott (Aug. 6); 
R. E. Bond, J. W. Knowles, K. A. Miles, F. C. Scott 
(Aug. 8). 

Aug. 24. 

To be actg. Lt. Cols, while comdg. Vety Hosps.:—Maj. 
E. C. Webb, o.b.e., f.r.c.v.s.; Maj. H. E. Gibbs, d.s.o.; 
Maj. H. T. Ryan, d.s.o., f.r.c.v.s. ; Maj. A. Leaning, 
D.s.o.; Maj. F. C. O’Rorke, c.m.g , f.r.c.v.s. ; Maj. H. 
Kirby, d.s.o. ; Maj (Bt. Lt.-Col.) T. E. Burridge ; Maj. 
K. McL. McKenzie, d.s.o. • Maj. J. S. Nimmo, d.s.o. ; 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) J. R. Hodgkins, d.s.o., f.r.c.v.s. ; 
Capt. (temp. Maj .) W. H. Walker, d.s.o. ; Capt. (temp. 
Maj.) J. O. Andrews, d.s.o. ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) V. C. 
Leckie, d.s.o. ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) A. Hodgins, d.s.o. 
(June 15). 

Aug. 26. 

To be temp. Lt.J. M. Walker, f.r.c.v.s. (Aug. 9). 

Aug. 27. 

Temp. Capt. J. McBimey resigns his commn. (Aug. 28). 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—E. A. Pearce, E. P. 
Shallcros8 (Aug. 13); P. W. Bloye, L. P. Pugh, T. J. 
Lewis (Aug. 14). 

To be temp. Lt.J. Knox Irvine (Aug. 12). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. E. H. Morton is dismissed the ser¬ 
vice by sentence of a Gen. Court-Martial (July 8.) 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Aug. 23. 

Capt. J. S. Bowden to be actg. Maj. while empld. as 
D.A.D.V.S. (Mar. 13). 

Aug. 24. 

Capt. (temp. Maj.)T. D Young, o.b.e., to be actg. Lt. Col. 
while comig. a Vety Hosp. (June 15) (substituted for 
that which appeared in Gazette Aug. 9). 

Canadian A.V.C. 

Aug. 22. 

To be temp. Capt.Spr. W. C. Batty, 2204332 Aug. 6). 

The following casualty is reported 
Wounded— Capt L. E. L. Taylor, Can. A.V.C. 


Personal. 

Dr. Clement Stephenson, veterinary surgeon, New¬ 
castle, has bequeathed £29,000 to public objects, includ¬ 
ing £5000 to the Royal Veterinary College, London, to 
found a Clement Stephenson Scholarship, £5000 to the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Institution, London, to 
provide gratuities or annuities for deserving widows and 
families of veterinary surgeons, and £5000 to Armstrong 
College, Newcastle. 

Mr. C. C. Neslino, mr.c.v.s, of Framlingham, was 
riding his young chestnut mare on Monday, and had 
stopped near a field at Coles Green, in which a steam 
plough was operating, in order to accustom it to the 
noise of the plough, when it became restive and appeared 
to lose control of its hind-quarters, causing the rider to 
slip from its back, and in the kicking and plunging 
which followed, Mr. Nesling sustained a compound frac- 
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ture of the left leg. He is reported progressing as well 
as can be expected. 

Fraser—Clarke. On the 17th Aug., at Caterham 
Congregational Church, by the Rev. Arthur Pringle, 
assisted by the Rev. W. C. Bourne, Maj. Angus Rossell 
Fraser, m.g.c., youngest son of the late James Fraser, 
F.R.c.v.s., of St. Albans, and Mrs. Fraser, of Letch worth, 
to Ida May, youngest daughter of the late James G. 
Clarke, m.a., j.p., of Caterham, and Mrs. .Clarke, of 
Felixstowe, and Witnesham Hall, Suffolk. 

Steevenson—Quiggin. On 24th Aug., at St. Peter’s, 
Formby, by the Rev. Canon M. Linton Smith, d d., d.s.o., 
Rector of Win wick, assisted by the Rev. J. Brook 
Richardson, m.a., Vicar of Holy Trinity, Formby, Maj. 
J. R. Steevenson, D.s.o., son of the late R. H. Steevenson 
and Mrs. Steevenson, of Torrington, Devon, to Muriel 
Theodora, elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Quiggin, 
of Tower House, Freshfield, Lancs. 

At the annual show of the Fettercairn Farmers’ Club 
the display of draught horses was the feature of the 
day’s exhibition. In an entry of eleven mares, Clydes¬ 
dales, Prof. Dewar, Bilbegno, obtained a first with the 
five-year-old Finella, by Craigie Dorando, out of the 
Baron Cedric mare, Nora of B ilbegno : and her filly foal 
worthily won in a strong class. 


INSURANCE CO. FEES. 

Dear Sir,—It has just come to my knowledge that veter¬ 
inary surgeons of a certain connty are willing to examine 
horses for Insurance Companies at the rate of sixpence per 
mile (one way only charged) extra to the examining fee. 

Can it be true? Are they aware that there is a war on, 
or is the circular a huge joke ? 

Yours, etc., W. V. S. 


SUPPLY OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
FOR THE ARMY. 

Sir,—I read with much interest the details of the above 
in my Record of the 24th inst. 

I am afraid I must disagree with the two main assertions 
of our President, viz,, (1) “that during the last four years 
the Council of the R.C.V.S. has used every means in its 
power to endeavour to secure the services of as many quali¬ 
fied men as possible with the A.V.S.” (*2) “the still urgent 
need for qualified V.O. fit for service overseas.” I know 7 of 
a fully qualified veterinary surgeon, unmarried, aged 34, 
who has studied for the degree of D.V.H., and who is now 
serving as a private in the R.A.M.C. 

He has been employed overmens in the capacity of a private 
in the R.A.M.C. He is now employed in an office engaged 
in keeping the medical or surgical history sheets of patients 
passed into and out of the hospital, and his position is what 
I term “a dignified ward clerk.” 

His name is on the Register R.C.V.S. 

Rome considerable time ago he applied to his C.O. for the 
CO.’s sanction for him (the V.S.) to apply for his com¬ 
mission in the A.V.8, lie in still a private in the R.A.M.C. 

If the President of the R.C.V.S. or the D.G. of A.V.S. 
desire proof of all that 1 have stated, I should in strict con¬ 
fidence be pleased to transmit the fullest particulars. 

‘‘JosErn Bindi.e.” 

Aged 38, married, and passed Class A; and ready to 
answer the call when the Tribunal desires my presence. 

I enclose my name and address. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND IRISH 
CONSCRIPTION. 

When the Government stops playing tho fool and applies 
conscription to Ireland, the above department ought to 
have a fine capture. The South of Ireland is full of them. 

Aug, 26. “The Promised Land.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1394 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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65 
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991 
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24 
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64 
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I The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(^1 Confirmed. ( b) Reported bv Local Authorities ♦ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 27. 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 19.1918. 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Veterinary Fees. 

To-day we print details of an arrangement which 
is being satisfactorily worked by some practitioners 
of Derbyshire and Staffordshire, and which deserves 
consideration by the professional associations and 
by groups of neighbouring colleagues. The scale of 
fees given may require alteration to suit the con¬ 
ditions of different districts; and the first advantage 
of the arrangement is that, being purely local, the 
minimum fee may not be the weak point it must he 
in any scale of fees for application throughout the 
country. Probably it is upon such lines that the 
question of fees will be most effectively adjusted— 
by local arrangements amongst neighbouring prac¬ 
titioners, which professional societies might do a 
great deal to bring about. Another admirable, in¬ 
deed the essential, point in the plan is that the 
combined action appears to be complete; and here 
again the localisation of the method is advantageous. 
Veterinary Surgeons are not much accustomed to 
act in combination in these matters; and there are 
districts in which it will be difficult to attain unity, 
but there are many others in which it can be 
effected. In any case, a local combination should 
be more easily established and more satisfactorily 
worked than a national one. These colleagues in 
the Midlands deserve thanks for acquainting the 
profession with their doings. 

Voluntary Subscriptions. 

In 1917, the total voluntary subscriptions received 
during the year amounted to £960. This year we 
are doing decidedly better. Last year's figure of 
£960 was passed during last month; and at the end 
of the month the published total just exceeded £970. 
We can thus hope for a substantial increase on last 
year's total when this year ends; and those who 
follow the College finances well know the need 
for it. 

Last year, despite the subscription of £960, there 
was an adverse balance of some £250 at the end of 
the year, due to the increased loss upon examina¬ 
tions. Had it not been for voluntary subscriptions, 
tbe College would have lost £1200 on the year. As 
it was, the loss was serious enough; but the sub¬ 
scriptions prevented it from assuming ruinous pro¬ 
portions. 

This year the losses upon examinations will prob¬ 
ably exceed those of 1917; and we may be fairly 
certain that £1200 will not avert some loss at the 
and of the year. Some such sum would at least 
prevent any very serious deficit. To have exceeded 
last year’s total and approached £1000 in the first 
two-thirds of this year is a good start; but more 


ought to be done. Very many members have not 
yet subscribed ; and their duty is clear. 

It will be a long time before our Bill can be re¬ 
introduced into Parliament with any hope of suoess; 
and in the meantime only voluntary subscription 
can save the R.C.V.S. from bankruptcy. Indeed, 
had it not been for voluntary subscription, bank¬ 
ruptcy would have come before now, as members of 
Council have recently acknowledged. The Council 
delayed long before asking for a voluntary subscrip¬ 
tion, and only did so as a last resource. It will 
never be an adequate substitute for the Bill; but, 
such as it is, we must make the best of it. Those 
who have not yet subscribed should do so; those 
who have should try to stimulate others. 


HODGKIN’S DISEASE IN THE DOG. 

By Wm. Pauer, m.r.c.v.s., Blaokwater, Hants. 

Subject. Spaniel bitch, three to four years old. 

History. She was usually in excellent condition, 
and had had no previous illness. 

Symptoms. My attention was requested to her in 
May of this year, she then had enlarged submaxillary 
glands; they were hard, and not painful to the 
touch, and about the size of a pigeons egg. Her 
appetite was good, and they did not appear to 
inconvenience her in any way. 

In June, the pharyngeal and prescapular and 
superficial inguinal glands became similarly affec¬ 
ted, and week by week they increased in size until 
each was about as big as a walnut. The hitch 
began to lose fiesh, and in August became emaciated. 
The mesenteric glands could then be felt through 
the abdominal walls as large as a hen’s egg. Pneu¬ 
monia supervened, and she was destroyed. 

Treatment consisted of daily application of Tinot. 
iodi. to the glands, and 2 grs. of Pot. iodide intern¬ 
ally twice daily. 

P.M. All the external and internal glands, in¬ 
cluding the prepectoral, bronchial and mesenteric, 
presented a similar appearance, being greatly en¬ 
larged and firm to the touch, and containing a 
thick, milky-looking fluid. Liver was apparently 
in a state of fatty degeneration and lungs showed 
recent congestion. 

Remarks. As I had not previously met with 
this condition, I sent the viscera to tbe R.V.C. for 
examination, and Mr. Edwards, b.bc., m.r.c.v.s,, 
kindly reported that the disease was Hodgkin’s 
Disease, in which there is marked hyperplasia of 
all the lymphatic tissues of the body, and that the 
cause of the condition has not hitherto been dis¬ 
covered. 
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LAMINITIS—A QUICK RECOVERY. 

One evening I was called to a cart mare which 
had just returned from an eighteen-mile road 
journey. 1 found her suffering from acute lamin- 
itis of the fore feet. I gave her a 7 dr. physic 
ball, and a subcutaneous injection containing 1^ gr. 
areooline. I had her shoes removed and her feet 
placed in cold bran poultices, and left instructions 
that her feet be well douched with cold water 
throughout the night. Next morning the mare 
was almost sound, and made a good recovery. 

J. M. Whyte, m.r.c.v.s. 

Tenbury, Sept. 1st. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Catheterisation of the Bladder in the Bitch. 

Gago published an article upon this subject in 
the Revista de Medicina Veterinaria for 1915. He 
claims to have found a technique for catheterising 
the bladder of the bitch which is more certain and 
more easy than the ordinary imperfectly described 
ones. The materials required are a 1 in 1000 solu¬ 
tion of potassium permanganate, a lubricant, a 
vaginal speculum with movable laminae, and a 
straight metallic catheter. The bitch is fixed upon 
her back by the four limbs; and an assistant 
secures her head. The vagina, vulva, and vulvar 
lips are washed with the potassium permanganate 
solution. The operator places himself on the right 
side of the bitch. 

The first stage is to insert the fingers of the right 
hand through the inferior commissure of the vulva 
in a vertical direction, approximating the meatus to 
the vulvar aperture as far as possible, and at the 
same time to introduce the speculum with the left 
hand. The speculum is then opened within the 
vagina; and the meatus is easily seen in the bound¬ 
ary of the vaginal and vulvar mucous membrane. 

When the meatus is seen, continue holding the 
speculum with the left hand, and withdraw the 
right hand to take up and introduce the lubricated 
catheter into the meatus. 

The catheter is then passed some two or three 
centimetres (= about from J in. to 1J in.), and with¬ 
draw the speculum. Nothing now remains to be 
done but to go on introducing the catheter till the 
urine is seen issuing. 

Gago says that this technique, alike from the 
position and immobility of the animal, the position 
of the operator, and the illumination of the region, 
is very advantageous for different operations and 
for the introduction of a cystoscope. To avoid 
movements in very sensitive animals, a vulvo¬ 
vaginal anaesthesia should be obtained by means of 
a 2 % solution of novocaine. This is done by press¬ 
ing the vulvar lips together till only a very small 
aperture remains in the superior commissure, and 
passing the point of the syringe containing the 
solution through this orifice.— (Revista de Higiene 
y Sanidad Veterinaria ). 


Intravenous Injections of Colloidal Sulphur 
in Acute Articular Rheumatism. 

Loeper and Yahram made a communication upon 
this subject to the Soci&t£ m6dicale des hospitaux 
in 1915. Their observations were made upon 
seventeen human patients attacked by acute rheu¬ 
matism of varying gravity, to whom colloidal 
sulphur was administered by the intravenous route. 

The sulphur was administered in doses varying 
from 1 c.c. to 3 c.c., and was very well supported 
by all the patients. The treatment always pro¬ 
duced from the day of the injection, and sometimes 
two hours after injection, a notable relief from 
pain. In addition, after a more or less sharp re¬ 
action, tho temperature always became lower than 
it had been previous to the injection. 

In benign cases recovery was obtained after one 
or two injections. In more serious cases four or 
five injections were required; and one grave case 
received eight or ten injections before recovery took 
place. 

The pain diminished in the first place, and the 
inflammation afterwards. The authors were also 
able to see the gradual disappearance of a pleural 
calefaction and of a rheumatic pulmonary con¬ 
gestion ; also that of an albuminuria which salicy¬ 
late treatment bad failed to cure. They never 
noticed cardiac complications, or any new attack in 
a previously infected valve. 

The authors advise that injection into the veins 
should he practised whenever possible, commencing 
with small doses of 0.5 c.c., and increasing the dose 
daily until 2 c.c. is reaohed.— (Revista de Higiene y 
Sanidad Veterinaria). 

The Haemoconias. 

J. Maynar contributed an account of these im¬ 
perfectly understood bodies to the Trebells de la 
Societat Biologia for 1916. Muller, of Vienna, 
describes under the name of haemoconias some 
colourless particles, very refraotile, less than a 
micron in diameter, and animated by Brownian 
movements, which are encountered normally in the 
blood serum. Their size renders them visible by 
an ordinary microscope provided with a good ob¬ 
jective ; but they are much more easily seen when 
a dark ground condenser is employed. Nothing 
certain is known of their genesis; but their aspect 
and the circumstances of their appearance suggest 
that they are allied to the fats, or, more correctly, 
lipoids. 

Muller considers the haemoconias to be constant 
elements in the blood, never absent in healthy 
individuals, although variable in quantity. He 
describes them as brilliant spherical bodies of a 
maximum diameter of one micron, colourless and 
very refractile. They are not retained by the net 
of fibrin, and are less dense than this and than the 
blood serum. They are not soluble either in acetic 
acid or in ether. 

Stokes and Weggefarth have noted the variety 
in size which haemoconias present, and affirm that 
they augment in subjects who have ingested toxic 
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have to remember that in 1833 knowledge of the finer 
structure of the central nervous system was crude and 
imperfect; yet he pictured an arc system, and grasped 
the full bearing of nis discovery on the realm of medi¬ 
cine and biology. He had an instinct for signpost facts 
and critical experiments. He saw that the reflex func¬ 
tion of the cord and medulla could be exalted—by 
opium in the frog and strychnine in the mammal; that 
the manifestation of tetanus and hydrophobia received 
a rational explanation for the first time. Asthma and 
epilepsy he also wished to bring within the scope of his 
reflex law. The excito-motor or reflex function of the 
spinal cord he found to be more easily excited in the 
young than in the old • if a teat touched the lips or a 
finger pressed the palm of a newly-born child, it was 
graspea by the lips or fingers. The anencephalic human 
fetus he regarded as a purely reflex mechanism. He 
observed how all the entrances and passages at the front 
end of the body, all the muscles and operations con¬ 
nected with the entrance of food and breath, were pre¬ 
sided over and manipulated by his systems of reflex 
arcs. The action of the canals and muscles at the hinder 
end of the body were regulated by a similar system; 
defecation, micturition, parturition were reflexly con- 
controlled acts. He found he could elicit such acts by 
stimulating the mucous linings of these canals ; tenes- 
.mus, strangury, renal and biliary colic, the localised 
contractions of the belly wall, and manifestations of 
sympathetic pains which accompanied diseases or dis¬ 
orders of the intestinal tract were all brought by him 
within the scope of his new law. He found that reflexes 
could be set up by stimulation of the dura mater t pleura, 
and peritoneum j the muscular disturbances which may 
attend the eruption of teeth or the presence of worms in 
the rectum could be explained on nis newly discovered 
system of reflex arcs. His conclusions, which must con¬ 
cern us now, relate to the muscles of the limbs; they, 
too, were controlled by the action of stimuli speeding 
along his postulated system of reflex arcsi Stimuli 
which arose in the moving limb were carried to the 
spinal cord by “ incident ” or excitor nerves, and were 
there “ reflected ” along the outgoing or motor nerves to 
the muscles. Each contact of the foot with the ground 
he supposed to call forth a new series of movements. At 
first he believed that the “ tone ” of muscles was also a 
true reflex manifestation, but later he regarded the tone 
of muscles as a function of the cord, manifested inde¬ 
pendently of the arrival of peripheral stimuli. 

Marshall Hall, as a physician, desired to be Nature’s 
servant—a sincere and outspoken servant if not a very 
humble one. “I am persuaded,” he said, “that a know¬ 
ledge of the healthy body action is the only foundation 
for practical medicine and the only remedy for auackery,” 
"A mere practical man is a quack,” was one of bis aphor¬ 
isms, yet there never was a man so misconstrued as 
Marshall Hall was by his contemporaries. The blame is 
not to be saddled altogether on them, for he had an un¬ 
conscious art of rousing antagonism, jealousy, and mis¬ 
trust. We can hardly wonder that John Hilton prefer¬ 
red to think of nerve trunks than of spinal centres as 
the functional elements which presidea over the mus¬ 
cular system of the body. Neither he nor the line of 
surgeons which followed him perceived that Marshall 
Hail had given a new basis for the diagnosis of all dis¬ 
ordered actions of muscles, and a sure principle in which 
a rational means of treatment [could be based for the 
recovery of deformed and disabled limbs. Nay, I would 
go further. The full bearings of Marshall Hall’s dis¬ 
coveries, and particularly the significance of the further 
investigations made by those who have so brilliantly 
explored the field which he had opened, have not yet 
been fully utilized by modern orthopaedic surgeons. 
Marshall Hall made it impossible for us to think any 


longer in the terms of single muscles, bones, and joints. 
All of them in the living state are combined into a 
functional whole by the spinal cord and its system of 
reflex arcs.— The Lancet , Jan. 5, 1918. 


VETERINARY FEES. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 

Dear Sir,—We should like, through the medium of 
your valuable paper, to give the members of the veter¬ 
inary profession, an outline of what the veterinary sur¬ 
geons, in this part of Derbyshire and Staffordshire are 
doing. 

We had a meeting last spring and adopted the follow¬ 
ing scale. We may say we have had no complaints, and 
everything has passed off quite satisfactorily. 

“We, the undermentioned Veterinary Surgeons, on 
account of the heavy expenditure incurred in the work¬ 
ing of Veterinary practices have found it necessary to 
amend our fees subject to other local practitioners 
agreeing to the following arrangement: 

Mileage—Minimum 1/3 per mile. Visits—Minimum 3/6 
Night Visits—8 p.m. to 6 a.m. 60 % extra. 


General Practice- 


£ 8 . 

d. 

Foaling cases 

minimum 

1 11 

6 

Calving cases 

it 

1 1 

0 

Removing Cleansing, Mare 


10 

6 

„ „ Cow 

,, 

7 

6 

Milk Fever Inflation 

** 

10 

6 

Mileage and Medicines extra. 



Tuberculin Injection 

minimum 

1 1 

0 

Anti Abortion „ 

«) 

2 

6 

Swine Fever ,. 

8} 

2 

6 

Taking Blood Samples 


2 

6 

Intra-Tracheal Injection 

» 

1 

6 


Medicines— Aperient Drinks 1/6, Cleansing Drinks 1/6, 
Colic Drinks 2/6, Lotion 2/6, Liniment 2/6, 
Blister 2/6, Cough, Fever, and Worm Powders 4/- 

? er half-dozen, Balls 1/6 ea., Cattle Powders 1/- ea., 
nserting Pessaries 2/6 ea., Sale of Pessaries 2/- ea.. 
Minima. 

Insurance Fees for examination of each animal 10/6, 
unless insured by Veterinary Surgeon himself as 
agent. 

Certificates (Fire and Lightning) for Mares and 
Cattle £1 Is. Od.; for Sheep 10/6—and Mileage. 

Castration and Docking—Castration 16/- each Colt; 
Docking 6/- each animal. 

Castration of Calves 2/6 each, Yearling Bulls 7/6, 
Bulls, 2 years, 10/6. Minima. 

Alex. Levie, Derby. H. McIntyre, Leek. 

J. T. Abell, Derby. E. Marrison, Bakewell. 

—. King, Derbv. J. B. Howe, Wirksworth. 

H. Fairer, Derby. R. Murray, Rugeley. 

Jno. Hawks worth, Etwall. Michael Sadler, 

F. Aulton, Tutbury. Burton-on-Trent 

J. C. DeVille, Uttoxeter. Duckwork & Prince, 

C. J. Barnes, Cheadle. Ash bourne. 

We also send out our accounts— 

Professional Attendance and Medicine 
from 

and give no particulars, this has been our practice for 
some years. 

If you think this will in any way assist the different 
Veterinary Medical Associations, in their endeavours to 
raise the fees, will you kindly insert in your next issue 
of The Veterinary Record .—We are, yours faithfully, 

Duckworth & Prince. 
Ashbourne, Derby, Aug. 30. 
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BLACKQUARTER-A QUESTION. 

Sir,—I would like to ask through the medium of The 
Veterinary Record if “ Black quarter ” has been seen 
affecting the tongue in cattle. I was recently called to 
a three-year-old cow. I found her down, unable to get 
up, and the tongue swollen up to such an extent that it 
completely filled the mouth * it was quite black ; there 
was also an oedematous swelling under the jaw : temp, 
normal. The cow was quite all right the day before, 
aod was found as described above in the morning. I 
examined the blood for anthrax with a negative result. 
I made an incision into the swelling under the jaw but 
the blood was quite normal, but on cutting into the 
tongue black, tarry blood exuded. 

I have had a good deal of experience with “ black- 
quarter,” but 1 have never seen the lesion in connection 
with the tongue before.—Yours faithfully, 

W. E. Little, m.r.c.v.s. 


The Supply of Drugs. 

The following appreciation of the position of the 
supply of drugs is taken from the leader columns of 
The Lancet . It is based upon an address by Mr. C. A. 
Hill, President, at the annual meeting of the British 
Pharmaceutical Conference. 

It remains to be seen if our Government will recog¬ 
nise that, in the matter of manufactures, it is their plain 
duty to use the powers placed in their hands to protect 
our own people. Education of the public in these 
matters proceeds but slowly; and public opinion appears 
to be the only possible lever to move a Government. 

“It is true that all drugs are relatively scarce and 
many of them very costly at the present time, but those 
which are absolutely unprocurable can be counted on 
the fingers of one hand, while it is perhaps safe to say 
that not a single essential drug has entirely vanished 
from the shelves of our chemists’ shops—a tribute to 
the power of our Navy. When the market sections of 
the drug papers speak of a drug as being scarce it must 
not necessarily be inferred that the drug is being pro¬ 
duced only in small quantities ; the accurate inference 
is that the quantity available for distribution to the 
civil population is greatly reduced ; the demand for 
drugs from the medical services of our own and our 
Allies’ Armies has to be met first. Then, again, it is 
common knowledge that glycerin is difficult to obtain 
and that castor oil of the best quality cannot be bought 
in the open market. They are being produced in quan¬ 
tities far exceeding the pre-war output, but the whole of 
the production is required for purposes other than those 
medicinal. Trading vessels are bringing to port those 
vegetable drugs that cannot be produced in our soil and 
climate, and tnat although freights are amazingly high, 
cargoes much reduced in weight, and ships less frequent 
ana longer in passage. If there is no Turkish opium to 
be had there is a sufficiency of Persian ; if we do not 
import quinine from Germany we can secure a propor¬ 
tion of the product of the Dutch factories, or we can 
make quinine here from the cinchona bark of Java. 

Synthetic Products. 

Germany had secured a practical monopoly of the dye 
industry, and the synthetic production oi drugs was an 
offshoot of that industry. When war broke out nobody 
foresaw how long it would last, and nobody appears to 
have begun at once to make preparations to produce 
synthetic drugs on a scale adequate to supply the 
country’s needs in the event of a long war. The 
American chemists were not hampered like our own 
manufacturers were, and they got to work before us. 
But the necessity of establishing a fine chemical indus¬ 


try in this country was recognised in due course. In 
France, Spain, Holland, Japan, and especially in Switzer¬ 
land, and even in some of our overseas dominions, the 
drug industry has now been established. The result is 
that the world has been made able to make itself inde¬ 
pendent of Germany; and if it can do this in war-time 
we may be sure that it will be able to do it when labour 
becomes plentiful and the scarcity of raw materials is 
no longer a factor to be reckoned with. In his alto¬ 
gether admirable address at the fifty-fifth Annual Meet¬ 
ing of the British Pharmaceutical Conference, Mr. C. A. 
Hill, the President, mentioned salicylic acid, aspirin, 
phenacetin, hexamine, and saccharin as substances 
which are being produced here on a regular scale. He 
did not extend the list further, but he said flatly, that 
“ whenever a particular substance has been required for 
a particular purpose, British chemical science plus 
British chemical industry have not failed to produce it 
in requisite amount and of requisite purity within a 
reasonable time.” 

It is important to add Mr. Hill’s proviso that, “ques¬ 
tions of cost apart, the thing can be done.” Lord 
Balfour’s Committee on Trade after the War recom¬ 
mended that during a specified period British manufac¬ 
turing chemists should be given very generous protec- 
tection, so as to encourage them to establish here the 
synthetic drug industry on a large and permanent basis. 
This class of drug can and should be produced here at a 
price which will allow them to be sola for sums approxi¬ 
mating to those which they would fetch if imported 
from abroad. 

The President of the British Pharmaceutical Confer¬ 
ence in his address did not make the mistake of leading 
ust to think that we had made any remarkable progress 
in the synthetic drug industry: the manufacture of 
some of the drugs mentioned has been, as he told the 
Conference, an industry ad hoc. Obviously this will 
not meet after-war conditions, for the production of 
synthetic drugs on an economical scale must necessarily 
be part and parcel of a large and general scheme. It is 
in the imaginative lay mind that the danger lies, and it 
is to be hoped that the Exhibition of British Scientific 
Products now being held at King’s College will not have 
the effect of impressing the public with the belief that 
so far as the production of drugs is concerned our diffi¬ 
culties are over. It is clearly demonstrated that British 
manufacturers are thoroughly capable of supplying us 
with products of a quality as good as, if not better than, 
those hitherto supplied from foreign sources. Their 
patriotic enterprise deserves all the encouragement it is 
possible to give; but it is to the great dye factories, rather 
than to the druggists, that we muBt look for the develop¬ 
ment of the industry: a successful synthetic drug 
industry depends on a successful dyestuffs industry. 


The antecedents of the Hackney. 

Among the many discussions in the Breeders’ journals, 
on the origin of various breeds, the Hackney comes in 
for a full share. The following is part of a long letter 
to Live Stock Journal , which appeared over the signa¬ 
ture of Hugh Brooke. 

“ If I remember right, when the Hackney of to-day 
was first boomed he was called the Norfolk Hackney. 
May I suggest that he was the Pack Horse of the Middle 
Eastern Counties'? When I was a youngster he was 
little known outside these counties. I remember he was 
then spoken of as a cob in build, about 14 h. 2 in. or 
14 h. 3 n., and a good roadster, with much action. Pack 
Horse he was in the old days. Hackney is simply a 
word meaning * common.’ or * much used,’ or, shall I say, 
the general purpose horse 1 Now, the general purpose 
horse of the old days had to carry a great weight as 



78 


THE VETERINARY RECORD September 7, 1918 


quickly as possible oyer heavy roads; such were the 
naif-legged horses I spoke of, and the use of them on 
the different indigenous breeds of pony in their several 
districts I submit produced the slightly varying breeds 
of Pack Horse ; the only distinct Dreed of Pack Horse 
being that bred in Norfolk—the general purpose nag of 
that part of the world.” 


Another writer, J. P., contributed a long article, a 
hypothetical etymology of Hackney. From it we have 
taken the following :— 

“ The saying is ascribed to Sir G. C. Lewis, the emi¬ 
nent Victorian politician and philologist of the early 
sixties, that ‘ by means of words we can look into the 
minds and read the thoughts of men who have lived 
ages ago/ This statement, hard of belief though it may 
be to the non-philologist, is nevertheless true, and sets 
forth in a concise manner the means by which the deriv¬ 
ation of any one word is attained. Take the case of 
1 Hackney/ for example. Could we trace this word to 
its source we should not only be able to tell the people 
who originally coined the word, but from its significa¬ 
tion we should also be able to ascertain the train of 
thought which led to its formation. 

The late Mr. H. F. Euren, the late Sir Walter Gilbey, 
and a host of other writers have at one time or another 
tried to penetrate into the hidden mysteries of Hackney 
history. Not one of these writers was an etymologist; 
they were content one and all to derive Norman-French 
hacquen^e from the Latin, equus a riding horse, and nag 
from the Saxon hnegan, to neigh, but they got no fur¬ 
ther forward in their quest of knowledge. Why? 
Because these so called derivations are not derivations 
at all. 

From whom did the Norman-French derive their 
word ? The French language, as the student knows, is 
composed of Latin, Gothic, and Celtic words in the 
order of importance named, and it is a curious fact that 
the French literary language of to-day comes from the 
language of the Normans, who consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously had a part in helping to mould the discordant 
elements into one grand harmonious whole The Nor¬ 
man-French word ‘haquen^e/ as it stands, is a problem 
which no etymologist has ever been able to solve. No 
one has been able to determine whether it is a noun, an 
selective, or past participle feminine ; nothing, in fact, 
can be made of it; but to the writer it appears to be a 
corruption or phonetic rendering of another word not 
yet determined. Take part of the word—‘hacquen.” 
Hacqmen cannot be connected with any Latin or Celtic 
word, but is found to equal the Modern German haken; 
but, finding it in use in Gothic times, it may fairly be 
claimed as a Gothic word. In Modern German haken 
signifies a book, that which is bent or curved in the 
form of a hook. Asking the question, * What is it that 
the Hackney bends or curves in the form of a hook ? ’ 
the man who knows his horse would promptly reply, 

‘the knee/ and knowing that ‘kohl’ in Gothic signified 
* knee/ the full form of the word would stand as haken- 
kniu, and in this compound word the ultimate origin of 
Hackney stands revealed. 

The Goths would appear to have been veritable 
Hackney enthusiasts, for in whatever country this 
remarkable people are known to have been tnere is 
evidence to snow they carried the horse with them. 

With this derivation the word Hackney might appear 
in our English Etymological dictionaries somewhat as 
follow 8:— 

Hackney: Old English forms, hackeneie, haquenaie, 
hackeneve, haquen^e, haqcuen^e, haknay, hakney. [In 
Gothic, haken-kniu, from which all words in connection 
with Hackney, are derived, viz ., Ital. (hlacchinea, chinea; 
Span, and Port., hacanea ; Old French hequen^e, hac- 
quenta; Dutch, hakhenij. Id Gothic, haken, to hook or 


bend in the form of a hook, and kniu=knee. As a term 
applied to a horse it signifies one that, when in action, 
bends and rebends the knee in the form of a hook. This 
action is peculiar to the Hackney, and serves to dis¬ 
tinguish it from all other varieties of horses, ancient or 
modern, the wide world over.] 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow - 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

Edwd. H. Brogan, Lusaka, N.Rhodesia £110 


Hugh C. Jagger. Lk-Col. a.v.c. 110 

W. F. McConnell, Strabane 110 

T. Parker, Newcastle on-Tyne 110 

William B. Whigham, Argentine 5 5 0 

Previously acknowledged 970 13 11 


£979 17 11 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 28. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Aug. 30. 

Temp. Hon. Lt G. C. R. Thorpe relinquishes his comma, 
on account of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank 
of Lt. (Aug. 19) (substituted for notification in Gazette 
July 29). 

Aug. 31. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. F. Cranfield relinquishes his commn. 
on account of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank 
of Lt. (June 21) (substituted for notification in Gazette 
June 20). 

Temp. Capt. T. A. McClintock is cashiered by sentence 
of a General Court-martial. 

Sept 3. 

To be temp. Lts.:—W. D. John, (Aug. 12); R. L. Creery 
(Aug. 15). 

Sept. 4. 

To be temp. Lt.T. Kelleher (Aug. 19). 

Hdqrs. of Admin. Servs. and Depts. 

Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs.—Temp. Maj. T. C. Evans, 
M.c., Can. A.v.c., relinquishes his appt. and the actg. 
rank of Lt.-Col. (June 15). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept 4. 

Capt. W. T. Olver relinauishes his commn. on acct. of ill- 
health, and is granted the hon rank of Capt. (Sept. 5). 


The following casualties are reported 

Wounded— Capt. J. A. Rudd, Aust. A.V.C. 
Capt. G. K. Shaw. 


Anolo-Franco-Belglan Veterinary Belief Fund. 
British Committee. 

Chairman: F. W. Garnett, c.b.e., j.p., m.r.c.v.s. 

Hon. Treasrs. : J. A. W. Dollar, m.r.c.v.s. 

T. Salnsbnry Price, m.r.c.v.s. 

Hon. Secs.: Sir Stewart Stookman, m.b.c.v.b.\ 

Fred Bullook, / 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 
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Sensibility of Chemical Tests. 

No published data appear to be available as to the 
limit for the usual alkaloid a! reactions on the extracts 
obtained by shaking out an extremely dilute, alkaline, 
aqueous solution of a free alkaloid with an immiscible 
solvent. Experiments were made with 200 mils of water, 
containing various known minute quantities of alkaloids. 
This was rendered alkaline with 0 5 Gm. of anhydrous 
sodium carbonate, and shaken out with 10, then 5, mils 
of chloroform. The bulked chloroform extract was 
evaporated, and the residue taken up in 1 mil of sul¬ 
phuric acid 1:10. The acid liquid was divided into three 
watch-glasses. To one of these a drop of Bouchardat’s 
reagent was added ; to the second, a similar quantity of 
Tanret’s reagent; and to third, of Sonnenschein’s alka- 
loidal precipitant. In the first two an almost immediate 
opalescence or precipitate, and in the third an ulti¬ 
mate amorphous precipitate indicated the presence of an 
alkaloid. Under these conditions the presence of 
00001 Gm. of alkaloid in the 200 mils of water, or 
1:2,000,000, could be readily detected. This was not 
the limit of sensibility. With the reagents above named, 
it was at least three times greater than above indicated. 
In the case of aconitine, a positive green reaction was 
obtained from a dilution of 1: 4,000,000. For the ordin¬ 
ary detection of alkaloids in water, therefore, reliable 
results may be obtained by testing as little as 100 mils 
of the original sample. Tnis has been proved to be the 
case with aconitine, atropine, brucine, cocaine, colchi¬ 
cine, eserine, pilocarpine, strychnine, veratrine, and 
eonine ; in fact, all the commoner toxic vegetable bases. 
Under these conditions, stagnant water and well water 
containing putrefying organic matter gave no positive 
reactions for alkaloids.—L. Launoy (Comptes rendues.) 


The quantity of copper sulphate usually recommended 
for destroying growths in ponds is one in three millions, 
a proportion which is said not to destroy fish or render 
the water dangerous to human life. 


Treatment of Scabies (human) with 
Chlorine Gas. 

It was observed during the training of troops in gas 
drill, necessitating exposure to the fumes of chlorine, 
that those infested with scabies were rapidly cured. 
Experiments were then made directly on cases of this 
nature, exposing them, protected by gas masks, to an 
atmosphere containing 1 per mille of chlorine. The 
best results were obtained when four or more successive 
exposures to the gas were given, and usually four were 
sufficient, given on the first, second, fifth, and sixth day. 
In some cases this treatment caused a very irritable 
condition of the skin about the scrotum and axilla:. 
This passes off one or two weeks after treatment. The 
method appears to be certainly much more efficacious 
than the nse of sulphur or sulphurous acid, the hitherto 
most approved remedy.—Capts. G. H. Clark and H. G. 
Roper 1917, 2, 113). 


Aldershot Command Horse Show. 

The first of what is hoped will be a long series of annual 
horse shows was held on Wednesday, 28th ult., at the 
Army Athletic Ground, Aldershot, under the patronage 
of the King and the presidency of Brigadier-General Sir 
Archibald Murray. The proceeds were devoted to the 
Blue Cross Fund for helping horses of all nationalities 
at the war, and Wednesday’s effort should contribute at 
least £1000 to that praiseworthy object. 

From start to finish the show was an unqualified suc¬ 
cess ; the organisation and ring arrangements perfect, 
and reflected the greatest credit on Mt^j. H. F. F&udel- 
Phillipt and his fellow stewards. The attendance was a 


magnificent one, the military eliment largely predomin¬ 
ating, although there was a fairly large crowd of civilians 
and many ladies present. Judging began at 9 a.m., 
under grey skies and with occasional rain squalls, but 
by noon an improvement began, and the remainder of 
the programme was got through in perfect weather. 

The entries numbered over 300. Although it is com¬ 
monly believed that all our best horses are now over¬ 
seas, one could scarcely credit it in face of the outstand¬ 
ing merit of most of the exhibits. The light and heavy 
draught horses especially were of high quality, and, in 
spite of “rations,” were turned out in what looked nearly 
up to pre-war condition. The riding horses were of 
excellent all-round quality, the chargers being of out¬ 
standing merit. The prizes included cups from the 
King, Lord Lonsdale, the President, Maj. Faudel-Phillps, 
and the Directors of th 2 International and Richmond 
Royal Horse Shows. There were some excellent jump¬ 
ing contests, competitors from Australia, New Zealand, 
and Canada taking part; whilst a tent pegging display 
and a parade of prize-winners, followed by the presenta- 
of prizes by Lady Murray, brought the day’s proceedings 
to a close. Special praise is due to Captain V. D. S. 
Williams, the hon. secretary, upon whose shoulders most 
of the organising work fell, ahd to whose unwearying 
efforts the success of the show was due. 

Teams and pairs from Witley and Bordon took part. 
For the Officers Turnout (driven by ladies) Capt. W. K. 
Townson, a.v.c., took first, with a cup; and Major L. 
Auchterlonie, a.v.c., was reserve. 


Burley New Forest Pony Show. 

The annual show of the Burley and District New 
Forest Pony and Cattle Society was held in pouring 
rain, but, in spite of the weather, there was a goodly 
attendance. Entries were more numerous than last 
year, and the classes were all filled. The first three 
events for New Forest mares and foals had a total entry 
of seventy-five. All the winning ponies had good bone 
and substance. Taking the class as a whole, the average 
was good, but there were fewer outstanding ponies than 
in the past. It was'notable that several of the best 
foals were by those stallions which have won Board of 
Agriculture premiums. 

Good as the classes for mares were, the feature of the 
show was the fine collection of colts and fillies running 
with their dams. It was generally agreed that no such 
show of foals had been seen at Burley, where foal cups 
and premiums have always been liberally distributed. 

In the hack class, Dorothy, thp winner, was a charm¬ 
ing mare and a good mover. The New Forest ponies 
are capital riding ponies, and a little more time expended 
on their schooling would repay owners amply. 

The cattle were the best show ever seen at Burley, 
and the judges spoke highly of the improvement in 
milking qualities. Heifers were distinctly promising. 
We now have cow which can forage for itself for five 
months of the year, and is at the same time a good 
milker. Prices are rising every week for these cows. 


OBITUARY. 

At White House, Brewood, Stafford, on Thursday, 
Aug. 22nd, the wife of Capt. G. H. Barber, a.v.c, died 
after a brief illness of five days. 


Personal. 

A marriage has been arranged between Maj. Jonathan 
Scott Bowden, a.v.c. (t.f.), Whitehaven, Cumberland, 
and Mary (Mollie), the daughter of Mrs. Logan, Low- 
wood, Windermere. 
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The King’s Fund for the Disabled. 

Who will follow His Majesty’s lead ? 

To the Editor . 

Sir,—His Majesty the King has been graciously 
pleased to give not only his name, but also the magnifi¬ 
cent sum of £78,000 to the Fund which was recently 
inaugurated to assist disabled officers and men of the 
Navy, Army, and Air Force to become useful members 
of the community again. 

We, the Trustees of the Fund, for whom I sign as 
Chairman, appeal to the humanity, the gratitude, of 
every one of your readers, man, woman, and child, for a 
subscription which will help to find a new place in civil 
life for officers and men of His Majesty’s Forces dis¬ 
abled in the War, and for the widows and children of 
officers and men who have given their lives for us. 

“Why doesn’t the Government do that?” some readers 
will ask. 

Briefly, a State Pension scale must be hard and fast. 
Outside that scale there is s great human field which 
the King’s Fund can cover, in which the officer, the 
man, or the dependant can be put on his or her feet, 
and given a sound re-establishment in civil life. 

A State Scheme must be a classification according to 
the type ; the King’s Fund passes beyond classification, 
and acts, not as a public official, but as a private friend. 

The present facts are:— 

We are receiving 600 applications a week. 8500 cases 
have been dealt with thus far. Where the officer or 
man has been trained by the Ministry of Pensions, or 
where there is a business given up for War Service, 
which he can restart, an adequate grant can be made. 


The Fund is a Monument of Gratitude. It will cheer 
our gallant fighters to see that monument rising to 
£3,000,000—the amount aimed at. So let us, therefore, 
have the money—and quickly. Urgent cases are 
waiting. 

The King leads off with his great gift of £78,000. 
Who will follow the King’s lead ? 

Contributions should be sent to 

The Kino’s Fund for the Disabled, 
WE8TMIN8TBR HOUSE, MlLLBANK, S.W. 1. 

All cheques and postal orders should be crossed. 

For the Trustees, 

(Sgd) John Hodge, Chairman. 


Udder Disease in Dairy Stock. 

The following appears in the current issue of The 
Scottish Farmer. Tne first question that suggests itself 
is—Has Mr. Scott made any effort to get the matter 
investigated. There is a Veterinary College in Glasgow. 

“Sir,—I think it is time something should be done 
to combat this very serious disease. I understand that 
it was prevalent among dairy cows in the South of 
Scotland in May of this year, and now many dairy 
farms in Lanarkshire are affected. No one seems to 
have drawn the attention of the Board of Agriculture, 
veterinary surgeons, or dairy farmers to it. 

In my opinion, if something is not done immediately 
to eradicate this insidious disease, it will mean ruin to 
many dairy farmers, and that milk will be unobtainable 
in many districts.—Yours truly, 

Auchinlea, Cleland. John Soott. 
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Antiseptics. 

In human and veterinary surgery alike, hardly 
anything is more subject to changes of fashion than 
the choice of antiseptics. Every experienced prac¬ 
titioner can remember antiseptics which, after being 
introduced with extravagant claims and enjoying 
considerable vogue for a time, have since fallen into 
disfavour. A few of these continue to retain a fair 
though usually fluctuating amount of confidence; 
the majority fall more or less into disuse. 

The truth is that the actions of antiseptics have 
not yet been studied with sufficient accuracy and 
thoroughness. Most antiseptics owe their reputa¬ 
tions to two recommendations—laboratory reports 
of their actions upon microbes in vitro, and olinical 
observations upon their effects in wound treatment. 
Both these methods of observation have serious 
limitations; and together they form an insufficient 
criterion of the value of any antiseptic. Tests of 
an antiseptic action upon a microbe in vitro ob¬ 
viously afford little indication of what will happen 
when the antiseptic and microbe meet in the very 
different media of the tissues and discharges of a 
wound. So far as clinical examination of wounds 
is concerned, there are essential points upon which 
no clinical examination can give any information 
of value. 

There are factors in wound treatment which, 
though much worked upon of late years, have not 
yet received all the study they deserve, and even 
now are little appreciated by some clinicians. All 
clinicians know something of the great variety in 
species and virulence of the bacteria found in 
wounds; but not all have given sufficient thought 
to such problems as the chemical changes and 
modifications of germicidal activity which anti¬ 
septics in contact with wound tissues and dis¬ 
charges undergo, the exact action of different anti¬ 
septics upon the tissues, and the nature and effects 
of the chemical compounds which may be formed 
between the antiseptics and the wound contents. 
Some clinicians of the old school might regard 
these questions as “ theory” ; but they ha?e an ex¬ 
ceedingly practical bearing upon the subject, and 
their practical study is essential to the most efficient 
wound treatment. 

Old methods of studying antiseptics and treat¬ 
ing wounds are no longer adequate. It is now 
known that, in both, we can only approximate the 
ideal by frequently checking clinical observations 
by microscopic examinations of the contents of 
wounds. This, of course, is very often impossible in 
general practice, and probably always will be. Still, 
it migbt be practised more often than it is; and 
certainly every clinician migbt become better ac¬ 


quainted with the results of recent studies of anti¬ 
septics and wounds than some are. There is per¬ 
haps no subject concerning which it is more im¬ 
portant that the practitioner should familiarise 
himself with the most recent research. 


HODGKIN'S DISEASE IN THE DOG. 

The case recorded by Mr. Wm. Pauer in last 
week’s issue reminds me Of four similar instances 
encountered in my practice during the last year. 
The first, a fox terrier six years of age, a very ple¬ 
thoric animal, in which primarily the submaxillary 
glands were the only structures involved; the 
swellings were very large, interfering with^respira- 
tion and causing a good deal of distress. The ani¬ 
mal was under treatment for two months; later 
the axillary glands became involved. Treatment 
was of no avail, and owing to distress involved in 
breathing the patient was lethalled. Throughout 
the whole course he maintained his condition. 
Post-mortem examination was not agreed to, so 
that the condition of the internal organs oould not 
be demonstrated. This case taught me the futility 
of attempting treatment, and although I have 
heard from other practitioners of recoveries I am 
inclined to doubt the accuracy of the diagnosis. 

The second case was a Scottish terrier in which 
tho submaxillary and cervical glands were tbe cen¬ 
tres of disease: general condition of the animal 
good, hut anaemia marked. My former experience 
proved to me the inadvisability of attempting treat¬ 
ment. This was the second dog the owner informed 
me she had had affected with this oomplaint. 

The third is a fox terrier, alive to-day, receiving 
no treatment since the first fortnight of coming to 
my notice, six months ago. The submaxillary and 
cervical glands only are involved, as in the preced¬ 
ing case, and the disease so far does not seem to 
progress. Although anaomio, his general spirits 
and appetite are good, whilst the owner is contented 
to keep him alive in the absence of pain. 

The fourth and latest case was the m03t advanoed 
case of the disease I have yet witnessed, it was a 
mongrel sheep dog. The submaxillary glands were 
immense, the cervical glands most prominent, the 
axillary glands and inguinal glands all badly affected, 
the latter so considerably on one side as to cause 
marked lameness. The condition otherwise was 
good, the animal, a fat one, that palpation of the 
abdomen revealed nothing. This would have been 
a useful case for demonstration to students. A 
candid opinion was given and the animal disposed 
of. A post-mortem examination in this oase might 
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have been effected, but stress of work would not 
allow of this at the time. 

This disease may be of interest to some; person¬ 
ally I hope not to encounter it again. It is most 
unsatisfactory to have surprise expressed at one's 
inability to treat the case, and disappointment 
maifkad after an extended trial. 

George Yates, f.r.c.v.s. 


ABOUT PATENT MEDICINES. 

It is regrettable that nothing is done to stop the 
administration of secret remedies to animals. 

Borne practitioners declare that no such medicines 
are used by their clients, and that they have suc¬ 
ceeded in converting owners to believe that stock 
remedies supplied by a veterinarian are muoh more 
beneficial. 

Nothing but legislation that demands the disclo¬ 
sure of the prescriptions on the labels will ever 
stamp out this evil. Legislation should be sought 
by the R.C.V.S., at the earliest suitable opportunity; 
and meanwhile, veterinarians should collect reliable 
information concerning cases that come under their 
notice in which patent medicines have proved 
harmful. The writer of these notes has diligently 
searched British veterinary literature for clinical 
records of harm arising from patents, and is aston¬ 
ished that so few cases are recorded. 

The owners of patent medicines undoubtedly have 
commercial success, judging from the large sums of 
money they leave benind them. But when we con¬ 
sider the goods sold by these people and their utility 
to stock owners, we are forced to admit that 
they have been weighed in the balance and found 
wanting. 

Veterinary Colleges that at present carry on 
practice and shoeing forges in open competition 
with practitioners and shoeing smiths would be 
more usefully employed as institutions wherein 

E aten t animal medicines were analysed, and where 
terature dealing with the ascertained analyses 
could be compiled and issued to the profession. 

Quack medicines, in order to sell, require a con¬ 
siderable amount of advertising, and on an average 
50 per cent, of their retail prices is expended in ad¬ 
vertisement. What would be said of a commercial 
system in which our daily needs, our books, educa¬ 
tion, travel and sport cost us various sums whose 
halves were invariably expended in newspaper and 
similar advertisements ? Only to a race of lunatios 
would sucb>a thing be possible. The whole business 
is like a great show ship—vast sails and precious 
little cargo. 

When a quack medicine cures an animal, we may 
safely assume that the ailment was a simple one, 
and that recovery would have taken place without 
medicine. In serious ailments, their administra¬ 
tion, besides being dangerous, is extremely absurd. 

The stock-owning community is on the whole 
nearly entirely ignorant of physiology, pathology, 
and medicine; and the boastful and untruthful 
olaims made on behalf of patent medicines are 
specifically designed to match that ignorance. If 


it be absurd that such people try to doctor animals, 
it is muoh more absurd for them to administer 
drugs of which they know very little. 

The efficient action of a medioament depends 
upon a knowledge of three things:— 

(1) the nature of the complaint; 

(2) the nature of the substance administered; 

(3) the relation of the latter to the former. 

Those are the fundamental principles of scientific 

medicine: they are grounded on reason, sanctioned 
by common sense, and confirmed by practice. It 
follows that when such principles are violated, there 
is a negation of science and reason, and the result 
is quackery, humbug, absurdity, and the likelihood 
of a good deal of mischief to the patient. Eor a 
person utterly ignorant of veterinary science to 
diagnose the complaint of an animal and then— 
absurdity upon absurdity—to administer a secret 
remedy is so preposterous as to stagger credibility. 

It is well for veterinarians in districts where there 
is a ready sale for these medicines to think over the 
reasons why such medicines have gained a footing. 

It may be owing to the fact that practitioners 
refuse to supply clients with stock remedies, as the 
more professional side of life is desired; or perhaps 
the stock remedies supplied do not fulfil their pur¬ 
pose ; or—last but not least—the clients are more 
impressed with the neat manner in which the quack 
medicine vendor sends out his goods. There is 
much in making medicine appear as medicine , and 
with the quack this is a fine art. A black drink 
may appeal more to a farmer than a colourless 
solution of a valuable drug. 

Frequently patent medicines contain turpentine 
well disguised with balsam of sulphur. 

It is time we had a book on secret veterinary 
remedies published by the R.C.V.S. 

“Lamancha.” 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A Method op destroying the Larvjs op 
Mosquitoes. By MM. Ed. and E. Serjbnt. 
Presented by M. Laveran. 

Under Mediterranean climatic conditions, the 
average length of the life of mosquito larvsB in 
water till metamorphosed into the perfect winged 
insect is about three week (sixteen to twenty-five 
days). 

The “ breeding places ” of mosquitoes (gites) are 
accumulations of water, sometimes of considerable 
size; such as lakes, pools, inaccessible marches, 
and large streams. Only the labour of the engineer 
that transforms the face of the land suffices to deal 
with these large breeding places. But sometimes 
breeding places of very limited size cause infesta¬ 
tion of a whole region. 

In a number of villages the maintenance of 
malarial mosquito breeding places is freely kept up 
by water flowing from small springs, fountains, 
small reservoirs, washing pools, and irrigation 
channels. Trickling streamlets grow and widen out 
to form pools in which the water is constantly 





September 14, 1918 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


83 


changed without any strong flow, and these form 
excellent breeding places for the anophelines. 

Since commencing our first anti-malarial cam¬ 
paign in 1902, this type of breeding place has 
been dealt with by the recognised anti-larval 
measures, such as replacement by masonry and 
ooncrete, cleansing, maintenance of repairs, mowing 
of herbage, application of kerosene, the filling in of 
cattle hoof tracks, control of waterways and efficient 
drainage. For the last ten years, in the Tall region 
of Algiers, we have experimented with success with 
a new and simpler method of procedure. 

It frequently happens that the breeding place is 
on the course of a single stream. On this we dig 
two channels which, each for a week in turn, carries 
all the water. The water is turned into either 
channel at will by a simple earth dam or a water 
gate. 

Each channel in turn, during its week of.use, is the 
home of egg-laying anophelines and hatching larvaB. 
Then comes the week without water, when the 
channel is dried by the heat of the weather—and 
the larvaB perish. 

Each channel is alternately wet and dry for a 
week at a time, all the labour required being a few 
strokes of a mattock to break the one dam and 
rebuild it in the other channel, or double water 
gates may be used with advantage. 

The arrangement may be varied: instead of using 
two channels, the water may be spread on the sur¬ 
face to the right or left by a series of secondary 
dams, in such a way that it may be absorbed by 
the ground or evaporated off within eight days. 
The water is not turned on to the same ground for 
some weeks. In this method little earth dams are 
used. 

The method of drying off the breeding plaoe 
gives excellent results with but very little attention, 
and expense is considerably reduced. At a very 
moderate estimate costs are reduced to a tenth of 
those of the usual anti-larval methods. 

Summary. In the Mediterranean region, mos¬ 
quito larvae require a breeding place that is wet or 
moist for a period of about three weeks; if this 
permanent period is broken so that each portion is 
alternately wet and dry for a week at a time, the 
larvaB cannot Burvive. 

A mosquito breeding place of a permanent char¬ 
acter is not necessarily dangerous. The remedy 
lies in substituting two alternating ones for the 
single permanent one.—From Comptes Rendus $ 
165, 14, 436,7, 1917. 

Frab. Evelyn Place, b.v.bc., m.b.c.v.s. 


The Topographical Diagnosis of Traumatic 
Haemorrhages in the Spinal Cord of the Horse. 

Frohner discusses this subject in the Monatsheft 
fur praktische Tierheilkunde. The anatomical and 
topographical diagnosis of these oases is difficult, 
because the manual investigation is also difficult, 
and the estimation of the sensibility and of the 
reflexes is frequently unreliable. Contrary to what 
is Been in cases ot infectious paralysis, cases of 
traumatic paralysis manifest themselves suddenly. 


The mental life is intaot, and the paralysis is gener¬ 
ally bilateral and is often associated with paralysis 
of the bladder, rectum, and tail. To diagnose the 
localisation of the medullary lesion, it is necessary 
to know the disposition of the spinal motor centres 
in the distinct medullary segments (the so-called 
segmentary diagnosis). 

A haemorrhage into the dorsal, lumbar, and saoral 
medulla produces a motor paralysis of the posterior 
limbs, commonly in the form of paraplegia, due to 
disturbance of the nerve oentres which animate the 
dorsal muscles and of those of the lumbar plexus 
and sacral plexus. If the hemorrhage is in the 
cervical medulla, it especially produces paralysis of 
the anterior limbs (by acting on the nerve oentres 
of the brachial plexus) and, in addition, paralysis 
of the posterior limbs. Haemorrhages of the lumbar 
medulla cause paralysis of the posterior limbs, and 
at the same time of the bladder and reotum (motor 
centres in the lumbar medulla). In haemorrhages 
of the sacral medulla of the cauda equina, paralysis 
of the sphincters and of the tail supervenes. He¬ 
morrhages in the region of the fourth cervical seg¬ 
ment cause paralysis of the diaphragm, besides 
paralysis of the anterior and posterior limbs. 

Clinically it is generally impossible to diagnose 
the precise nature of the anatomical lesion, because 
there are no certain clinical symptoms of hsBmor- 
rhage. Post-mortem examination alone places the 
existence of haemorrhage beyond doubt. Frohner, 
however, has diagnosed four cases, which he de¬ 
scribes in detail. One was cervical, one dorsal, one 
lumbar, and the fourth sacral.— (Revista Veter inaria 
de Espana ), 

A Cutaneous Revulsant. 

Gaoon has recommended the following formula 
for a cutaneous revulsant, saying that the prepara¬ 
tion is very energetic and has no drawbacks. The 
composition is croton oil 4 parts, turpentine 20 parts, 
90p.c. alcohol 120 parts, and sulphuric ether 60 
parts. This should be well mixed, and preserved in 
a hermetically sealed flask. When it is required for 
use the liquid should be limpid; if it is not so, 
ether should be added to clarify it. 

This formula is employed with suocess in France 
in all classes of contusions, and also as a derivative 
in oases of angina, bronchitis, pneumonia, etc. It 
is appliod by means of a cloth soaked in the liquid. 
The cloth is passed over all the indicated region in 
the direction of the hairs, care being taken not to 
go beyond this region. In a few days a cutan¬ 
eous eschar is produced, which easily separatee. 
(Revista Veterinaria dc Espana). 

Physiological Muscular Albinism in Cattle. 

Cbauss6 reported his studies of this condition in 
the Revue Pratique dcs Abattoirs of 1913. Various 
observers, in tbe post-mortem inspection in the 
abattoir of adult cattle which had presented no 
symptoms of disease to clinical examination, have 
noted the existence of a generalised muscular de¬ 
generation, so pronounced that all the flesh has 
appeared of the colour of caf6-au-lait or of a clear 
salmon colour, giving it a certain resemblance to 
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veal. None of the authors who have observed this 
anomaly have studied it deeply; and, therefore, 
they have interpreted it differently. 

CbauBsd has o&rried out an anatomical and hist¬ 
ological study of a case of this nature, and has con¬ 
vinced himself that, apart from the muscular de¬ 
coloration, the carcase presented absolutely nothing 
abnormal. From this he deduces that these are 
cases of simple muscular decolourisation, perfectly 
compatible with an excellent general condition, and 
that there is no reason for condemning such flesh. 
The condition must not be confounded with certain 
muscular decolourisations of degenerative nature, 
which are generally localised in their distribution. 
—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Veterinaria). 

Equine Amyloid Liver—Rupture. 

Frohner records one of these oases in the Monat- 
sheft filr praktische Tierheilkunde. It is known 
that rupture of the parenchyma of the amyloid 
liver is not rare, especially when the animal is 
affected with colic. This happened in the case 
under notice, in which death supervened in half- 
an-hour from internal haemorrhage. As icterus was 
not seen, amyloid liver was not thought of; but 
rupture of an internal organ was suspected. Rectal 
exploration revealed the existence of rugosities in 
the intestinal coils, which might have been alimen¬ 
tary matter, but which really were blood clots. The 
liver weighed 15 kilogrammes ( = about 331b.), and 
was fragile, soft, and grey-brown to yellowish-brown 
in colour. Its right lobe showed two ruptures. The 
liver, spleen, and kidneys were all amyloid. There 
were traces of an old pleuro-pneumonia, indicating 
a previous attack of pectoral influenza.— {Revista 
Veterinaria de Espana. 

W. R. 0. 


VETERINARY EDUCATION IN U.S.A. 

Reference has been made in these pages on several 
occasions to the continued upward progress of the pro¬ 
fession in the States. The latest was a note from the 
May number of Journal A. V.£f.A. y on the varying 
grades of professional colleges. The following excerpts 
are from a discussion on papers at the annual meeting 
of the A.V.M.A., from the August number of the Journal. 
They bring into notice several difficulties, some of which 
are not unknown on this side, but which they have to 
meet de novo and under differing conditions. 

(Dr. Quitman): “I do not believe it lies within the 
effort of any veterinary college to turn every man out a 
specialist in every different branch. Dr. Turner evi¬ 
dently sees the veterinarian only through the army eye, 
while Dr. Bailey, in his paper, sees the veterinarian 
only through the eyes of a milk hygienist. It certainly 
would mean about a seventeen-year course to follow out 
the ideas of these two gentlemen^ if every specialist had 
the same idea. In human medicine they do not turn 
out specialists. If a man wants to specialize in human 
medicine he has to continue his studies after he gradu¬ 
ates. I think it is asking too much of a veterinary 
college whether it be a State university or a private 
school, to turn out men who are specialists in every 
different branch. 

(Dr. Hoskins): You know in New York State we have 
nothing to say about the requirements of men entering 
veterinary schools there. The Board of Regents establish 


the requirements for us. They require that they shall 
be graduates of four years of high school work and shall 
have seventy-two counts ; and I am not yet convinced 
that high school requirements will solve the difficulty 
that we have been contending about for a good many 
years. In all large cities like the City of New York, 
the high school there does give a very wide latitude of 
instruction; but I have been disappointed considerably 
by the fact that many of these men who come to us 
with high school entrance requirements are still very 
lacking in the proper knowledge of the fundamentals. 
I have marked a good many papers in my time, as a 
member of the State Board, of men who came to the 
college without the entrance examination, but with the 
ualifications of high school men. I have been quite 
isappointed in a reasonable per cent, of those men that 
they did not write either an intelligent paper nor were 
they able to write correctly or to express themselves in 
their papers grammatically. I glory in the address of 
the President which we listened to this morning, be¬ 
cause I always admire the man who preaches the gospel 
of discontent, since he is sure to get somewhere; while 
the man who preaches to those who listen to him that 
they should be contented with their lot does not get 
very far—in fact has commenced to retrograde. 

When men come to us in our veterinary schools in 
great states like that of New York, or a great city like 
New York City, they come to us lacking, to my mind, a 
very essential thing. They come to us without a particle 
of knowledge of animal industry, with no knowledge of 
farm life, with no particular love for animals, but too 
many of them come to us with purely a commercial 
thought in mind. It is one of the difficult problems to 
eliminate that from these men’s minds, and I have 
decided that this year, in opening the four years’ course 
at the New York City Veterinary College, from the 5th 
day of September to the 26th day, we will devote that 
entire period with the four classes, teaching them and 
getting (into their minds the thought that the field of 
veterinary medicine is not a commercial one, but is one 
of service—of service to humanity, of service that will 
bring them a rich reward in a feeling when they have 
closed their career that they have been helpful to man¬ 
kind, that they have done something to lift the burdens 
off the shoulders of the great masses of people, and done 
something for what our President has spoken of, a 
world-wide Christianity. 

Another point we might take notice of from our 
President’s address is that we must realise the importance 
of maintaining our courses in keeping with others—with 
the courses of engineering and with human medicine. We 
cannot hope, understand, that the future of any of our 
men can have the possibilities of engineering that often¬ 
times brings great fortunes over night, nor the possibili¬ 
ties of human medicine in the great cities where men 
command as much as $500 to wait upon the birth of 
a child on Fifth Avenue, or perhaps on Walnut Street 
of Philadelphia. Our men are going into a field that 
only promises perhaps with care and frugality and thrift 
a competence in old age—not riches or affluence ; and 
we, who are engaged in the teaching of veterinary 
medicine, we who are trying to lift up veterinary medi¬ 
cine and build it up as we should must take into con¬ 
sideration, in dealing with student bodies, this phase 
of it. 

[Dr. Hoskins has here touched upon three important 
features of vetenriary education. The first concerns the 
preliminary examination in general education, or matric¬ 
ulation. It appears from the context and from the re¬ 
marks of men who spoke later that alternative—in some 
colleges—to the high school certificate is a “ general 
knowledge” exam, by the college. In Britian we have 
the same deficiencies in writing, in spelling, and in com¬ 
position, but only in a comparatively small proportion 
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of the students. But small as that proportion may be, 
we should be better without it. 

The next is an ethical proposition ; but it is one that 
materially affects the attitude of the practitioner to his 
clients, and reflexly, the attitude of the public towards 
the profession generally. The men of education and 
right feeling who have become members of the profession 
naturally object to be put on a level with the illiterate 
trickster whose only idea is what he can “make” 
out of his clients. The professional man claims a suit¬ 
able recompense for his skill and his endeavours on 
behalf of his patients. 

The third consideration is, in a msasure, also ethical: 
and is oue that our members have acknowledged ana 
adhered to in keeping up the standard of general educa¬ 
tion required from intending students.] 

(Dr. S. Stewart): In some of the States, as you have 
heard to-day, a graduate of the veterinary college is 
granted a licence to practise upon presentation of his 
graduation certificate or diploma, which is recognised 
By the State board. In the State of Minnesota they 
do not recognise anybody’s diploma other than to the 
extent that it makes the holder eligible to enter the 
examination for a licence to practise. Minnesota 
differs from any other State board of which I have 
knowledge, in that they believe it their duty to 
examine the candidate’s basic educational qualifications 
as well as his scientific qualifications. The fact appears 
to be that about eighty per cent, of the men who have 
appeared before that State board in the last two years 
have failed to pass, largely because of their failure to 
meet the basic educational requirements as set forth by 
that board. 

State boards have been guilty in some instances of 
some peculiar, eccentric catch question and they have 
been guilty of asking or propounding questions on 
theories that have long ago been exploded. 

All that sort of thing can be eliminated if the State 
examining boards will get together and discuss the fea¬ 
tures of the examination which it is possible for them 
to give under the laws of the State under which they 
are operating. Some of these State boards have very 
little experience—the State board of Texas has had 
possibly two years’ experience and it is made up of men 
who never did any teaching, and who have no ideas con¬ 
cerning the work of instruction. They may never have 
prepared a set of questions and may not know the diffi¬ 
culty of making questions perfectly plain ; may know 
nothing of how to equalise the value of various ques¬ 
tions in the various departments, which is a very serious 
trouble indeed. I believe if it were the province of this 
body to prepare such sets of 'questions and offer them 
as suggestions of what would be proper questions—fair 
to the student preparing to Apply for a licence, and just 
as fair really in the State of Texas as in the State of 
Pennsylvania, it would be of very great advantage. 

Just one more matter, and that is, whether State ex¬ 
amining boards might not develop the students’ know¬ 
ledge by a practical examination as, for instance, if they 
should require him to pick up a horse’s foot and examine 
the bottom of it and show that he knows how to go 
about his business; so that they could ascertain whether 
be could really put a bridle on a horse, or whether he 
knows about harness and how a double-team harness 
was put on for instance, so that he would show the ex¬ 
aminer by his methods that he knew what ausculation 
aud percussion really means and what might be learned 
by them. 

[Dr. Stewart mentions the preliminary exam, with 
the condition that this State not only does not admit a 
diploma granted by another State Board as qualifying 
to practise in Minnesota, but also examines the candi¬ 
date’s educational Qualifications—and apparently the 
course is justified. The State Boards are open to im¬ 
provements in several respects; see his remarks on 


questions. Though whether his suggestion that ques¬ 
tions should be prepared by “ this body ” (A.V.M.A. ?) 
is quite the best way out is open to doubt. 

The suggestion of further examination of a practical 
character is also referred to by other speakers.] 

(Dr. Donaldson): In regard to the Minnesota exam¬ 
ination board putting up an examination in preliminary 
education, I assure you some of the answers we get ana 
some of the papers show that it was very necessary. I 
do not want to be very specific in this, but it is plainly 
evident that something is needed along that line. Not 
very long agil had the 1917 prospectuses that were 
sent out to me from the different colleges, which tell 
what their entrance requirements are. Judging from 
what we get in Minnesota, some of those colleges are not 
coming up to what they say in their catalogues. There 
are institutions that are not examining their men pro¬ 
perly before they go in. I am not advocating a nigh 
school education. As far as I am concerned I do not 
think it is necessary. I think, however, there ought to 
be a line drawn as to where a man ought to have edu¬ 
cation enough any way to understand the language that 
is being used in the college ; and 1 think he ought to 
have enough education so as not to come up to the 
Minnesota State board and spell such words as stomach 
“s-t u-m-i-k.” 

(Dr. S. L. Stewart): Again bringing up the subject of 
passing examinations, if you will go to the records of 
the students in the public schools and in the high 
schools you will find very few good spellers. They are 
exceedingly poor in spelling and in clear handwriting. 
I don’t know how a veterinary college is going to turn 
out men who are good spellers and good copywriters 
unless they have attained these accomplishments in the 
public and high schools. It is a surprise to see the 
words that a high school graduate will mis-spell, and it 
is surprising to know that few people can really write a 
clear hand and make a correct copy. I think those 
things ought to be corrected in our public schools and 
in our high schools. 

(Dr. W. E. Stone): Again, I do not believe that the 
majority of our veterinary faculties grade in the sub¬ 
jects of spelling and writing when they are correcting 
examination papers. Dr. S. Stewart has referred to the 
fact that the rapid taking of notes had a tendency to 
overcome good spelling and writing. I heartily agree 
with him, because I know that oftentimes in writing 
examinations I would abbreviate my word or write it 
regardless of the correct way of spelling, just so that the 
instructor could make out what 1 meant. If I had been 
corrected and a demerit put after such a word, the next 
time I would not have done that. 

I would like to speak of another thing—reciprocity. 
I would hail the day with much delight when we could 
have a government board examination. All veterinarians 
would be glad of one universal board before which all 
veterinary students could go and take an examination 
and do away with the State boards entirely ; or else 
have uniform State questions so that if a man registered 
in the State of Missouri he could pass into the State of 
Minnesota'and practise. If it could be put into practice 
throughout this country it would be welcomed by all 
veterinarians and veterinary schools 


The discussion concludes with remarks by Dr. Hoskins. 
After referring to the mention of the late Kush Shippen 
Huidekoper, a graduate of Alfort School, in one of the 
papers preceding the discussion, said that Huidekoper, 
back in the early eighties, held the idea that men who 
were going to enter the veterinary profession should 
have certain training : he had hoped to see a veterinary 
school at the University of Pennsylvania with the first 
year of every entering student devoted entirely to de¬ 
termining his aptitude for the profession. He considered 
that a student ought to know a great deal about animal 
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life—all about taking care of horses: he would put him 
in the stable and teach him to use a fork, and the brush 
and curry comb, and to handle harness and saddle, and 
to ride. Dr. Hoskins continued : “ I do sincerely hope 
that some such plan may yet emanate from some of our 
schools.” Referring to remarks by Drs. Stewart and 
Stone, on reciprocity, he said, “ I nave no doubt that 
neither of these men are aware of the fact that we have 
wrestled with that problem for twenty-four long years : 
but I am glad to see that we are getting nearer to the 
only possible solution of it under our form of govern¬ 
ment. I am hopeful that the Federal Government will 
establish very soon some standards of requirement for 
the veterinarians acting under the Board of Animal 
Industry, for the men who are going into the army, into 
veterinary service, or any other position under our 
government” 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow* 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

A. Blake, Rangoon, Burma (1917/18 £2 2 0 
J. Garvie, Montrose 110 

J. R. Greig, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

T. F. Quirk, i.c.v.d., Rawalpindi, India 110 

A. Smith, Lt.-Col., i.c.v.d., Cacutta 110 

Members of the N. Midland Veterinary 


Association:— 

T. C. Fletcher, Sheffield £1 1 0 
. J. S. Lloyd, „ 110 

S. H. Nixon, „ 110 

H. Nixon, „ 110 

S. E. Sampson, „ 110 

H. Thompson, „ 110 

- 6 6 0 

R. J. Verney, Oxford (1917, ’18 2 2 0 

William Watt, Capt. a.v.c. 110 


Previously acknowledged 979 17 11 

£995 11 11 


The “Forest Horse” of Hampshire. 

The importance of the native pony goes, I think, 
farther back than that continual inflow of Eastern 
blood which has been going on from the days of the 
Roman occupation up to the present day. Spain, Italy, 
Constantinople, Syria, Baghdad and Morocco have all 
contributed in almost all periods of our history. During 
the past twelve years I have been riding or walking 
about the New Forest examining the ponies, and there 
has come to me not only the realisation of the great 
part played in the formation of our ponies by the North 
African horse in his varieties, but also the belief that this 
was merely the superstructure, and that the foundations 
have yet to be discovered. Then I read Prof. Cossar 
Ewart’s contributions to the history of the horse of this 
country, and it seems to me that in the New Forest, and 
that far wider forest district which preceded it, there 
must have been a more ancient race. Gradually I have 
come to see that the “ Forest Horse ” is the foundation 
on which the pony has—in these parts, at all events— 
been built up. I note the continual reappearance of 
the long head, the more or less concave outline of the 
face, the eyes placed rather high up, the size of the 
chestnuts and the recurrence of ergots,the long narrow 
nostrils, and the prehensile lips. The Forest ponies are 
all browsers on trees and shrubs, as well as grazers, and 
this the ponies to live, and sometimes to keep 


in good condition, throughout the long winters and our 
bitter spring winds. 

It is these ancestors which give to- the ponies their 
extraordinary hardy constitutions and their quite re¬ 
markable soundness. I have never known a Forest- 
bred pony to fail to pass the Board of Agriculture test. 
Ponies of other breeds sometimes fail, but hardly ever 
our native-bred Forest ponies. Then, again, the Forest 
pony is a jumper not only of power but of resource. 
There was one well-known pony which could negotiate 
the most intricate Forest boundary fences and could 
get over a strand of wire. This ancient Forest breed 
has great powers of absorbing and assimilitating out- 
crosses. When they met the Eastern horses, with the 
versatility characteristic of the Arab blood, their good 
points were assimilated and adopted by the ponies; 
and I could point out ponies now which have the quality 
of the Arab and the power and substance of the High¬ 
land or other sturdy creeds of Scotch ponies. 

I think, from the recurrence of the type of head, 
the almost invariable chestnuts and ergots, that the 
foundation here was chiefly “Forest Horse.” There 
was very little Celtic pony, and the type of head of 
the Celtic pony—square, small, alert—comes, when we 
find it, which is not very often, from the introduction 
of Welsh or Dartmoor olood, neither of which races 
leave much of their own stamp in the Forest. Again, 
the study of Professor Ewart’s writings has left on my 
mind the impression that the “ Forest Horse ” was more 
intelligent and resourceful than either the steppe horse 
or the norse of the plateau. 

One thing I have noted, but I cannot explain, is that 
in those districts where there has been much Arab 
blood the chestnuts, as one might expect, either become 
very small or not found at all, but the head—large, 
sensible, and from the front view narrow-always re¬ 
appears. I account for this to myself from the im¬ 
pression I have that the last thing one breeds out is a 
plain head.—(From a letter by T. F. Dale, Burley, Hants, 
in Live Stock Journal.) 


Cruelty Charge at Cheltenham. 

At Cheltenham Police Court, on Monday, Sept. 2nd, 
the case in which William J. James, of Blackhedge 
Farm, Leckhampton, was summoned for cruelty to a 
gelding by working it in an unfit state, and which had 
been adjourned from a previous court for the purpose of 
calling expert evidence as to the condition of the animal, 
was again before the Bench. 

The testimony of Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, of the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, was that the cob was en¬ 
tirely unfit for any work. It was over 20 years old, 
lame in both fore limbs, and very much bent over on 
the knees. Bodily, its condition was good, indicating 
that there was no continuous pain, but any forced ex¬ 
tension or flexion of the joints would cause pain, and 
such movements were inevitable in any work or fast 
progression. The Professor answered a number of ques¬ 
tions put to him by Inspector Jowett, R.8.P.C.A. (by 
whom he was called), and Mr. Haddock, the Solictor for 
defendant „ , , 

Mr. J. R. A. Jones, m.r.c.v.8., Gloucester called by the 
defence, confirmed evidence given by Mr. Thomas J. 
Brain, m.r.c.v.8., of Cheltenham, at the previous hear¬ 
ing, contending that the animal, whilst unfortunate in 
its appearance, suffered no pain, and was quite fit for 
light work. It was, he admitted, a “most decrepit-look¬ 
ing old animal,” but it looked a great deal worse than it 
really was. 

The Bench gave a verdict for the prosecution, and m 
fining the defendant £3, they also ordered that the 
horse should be destroyed.— The Echo . 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


The fallowing is addendum to the dispatch from 
lieut-Gen. W. R. Marshall, Commander-in-Chief, Meso 
potamian Expeditionary Force, which appeared in our 
issue of Aug. 31 (p. 71). 

“Owing to the increased area over which this Force 

r tries, to the amount of animal diseases existing in 
territories conquered, and to the consequent danger 
of the animals of the Force becoming infected, it has 
been found necessary to increase the Veterinary admin¬ 
istrative staff and to form extra Veterinary Hospitals. 
The results are most gratifying, and reflect great credit 
on this Department.” 


Extracts from London QauUe % 

Was Office, Whitehall, 


Sept. 6. 


Regular Forces. Army Vetxrinary Corps. 

Temp. Lieuta. to be temp. Capts.N. H. MacAlister 
(Aug. 15); J. J. M. Barry (Aug. 18); Q. L. Bradley 
(Aug. 22). 

Sept. 9. 

Lt.-Col. (temp. Col.) G. M. Williams, c.m.g., to be temp. 
Brig.-Gen. while holding the appt. of Dir. of Vety. 
Serve. (Aug. 11). 

M^j. (Bt. Lt.-Col.) J. J. Aitken, d.s.o„ to be actg. Lt.-Col. 
while holding the appt. of Asst. Dir. of Vety. Serve. 
(June 22). 

Temp. Capt. J. H. T. Kenyon relinquishes his commn. 
on account of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank 
of Capt. (Sept. 10). 

Sept 10. 

To be temp. Lts.:—B. T. Carmichael, H. W. Graham, 

B. R. Atmore, O. A. K. Snyder, C. H. Heslop, E. M. 
Hill, H. N. Howell, J. L. Heffron, J. B. Williams 
(late temp. Lt. Canadian a.v.c.) (July 24); C. R. 
Boast (July 25). 

Sept. 11. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts. R. Gorman (Aug. 24); 

F. McD. McKenzie (Aug. 26). 

To be temp. Lts.K. D. Zinck (Aug. 1); S. Anderson, 

C. A. Ewing (Ang. 21). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept 10. 

Lt-Col. W. Plomley is retired under para. 116, T.F. 
Regns., with permission to retain his rank and to wear 
the prescribed uniform (Sept. 11). 


OBITUARY. 

Thomas Henry Dale, m.r.c.v.s., Durban, Natal. 

Graduated, Edin: Dec., 1889. 

Mr. Dale died October, 1917. 

William Maloolm Reid, m.rc.y.s., Arbuthnott, 
Kincardineshire. Edin: May, 1859. 

Death occurred 21st August, 1918, at the age of 82. 


Personal. 

Cogkburn—Scrase. At Nottingham, on the 3rd inst., 
Capt. Robert Bowes Cockburn, a.v.c., eldest son of Mr. 
Robert Cockburn and Mrs. Cockburn, Eastwood, to 
Mias Elsie Scrase, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Scrase, 
West Bridgeford, Nottingham. 


INSURANCE INSPECTION FEES. 

Dear Sir,—It gives me very great pleasure to read 
Messrs. Duckworth <fc Prince's Scale of Fees for Derby¬ 
shire and Staffordshire, in to-day’s Veterinary Record. 
I am sure many other V.S. are also pleased. 

Will the enclosed list of Gloucestershire V. Surgeons' 
fees give us all the same pleasure I 

“ Insurance Inspection Fees . 

Horses under £50 insured value ... 5/- ea. 

„ over 50 and under £80 ... 7/- „ 

„ „ 80 „ 100 ... 7/6 „ 

„ „ 100 „ 110 ... 10/6 „ 

Sixpence per mile, one way. 

P.M. Fee, 1 guinea. 

1. Any larger sum by arrangement. 

2. Every case to stand on its own basis.” 


There’s profit in that 6d. per mile, isn't there? 

Yours, etc., W. V. S. 


How to kill an Association. 

The following is recommended as the American in¬ 
fallible lethal recipe for this purpose:— 

1. Don't come. 

2. If you do come, come late. 

3. If too wet or too dry, too hot or too cold, don't 

think of coming. 

4. Kick if you are not appointed on a committee, 

and if you are appointed, never attend a com¬ 
mittee meeting. 

5. Don't have anything to say when you are called 

upon. 

6. If you do attend a meeting, find fault with the pro¬ 

ceedings and the work done by other members. 

7. Hold back your dues, or don't pay them at all. 

8. Never bring a friend, who you might think might 

join the Association. 

9. Don't do anything more than you can possibly 

help to further the Association's interests ; then 
when a few take off their coats and do things, 
howl that the Association is run by a clique. 

Pharmaceutical Journal. 


Dr. Clement Stephenson's “A.A.” Herd. 

On the 3rd October the herd owned by the executors 
of the late Dr. Clement Stephenson will be sold at Baliol 
College Farm, near Newcastle. 

The late Dr. Stephenson held a position all his own 
for forty years. A brilliant veterinary surgeon, a breeder 
of rare distinction, and a man of singular personal 
attractiveness, Dr. Stephenson's remarkable victories at 
Norwich, York, Birmingham and Smithfield Fat Stock 
Shows, and his immense enthusiasm were of extraor¬ 
dinary consequence in the Aberdeen-Angus world. His 
Luxury is still accounted a wonder, and very few have 
seen finer fat show specimens of the breed than Brides¬ 
maid of Benton and Benton Bride. The herd is now in 
admirable breeding form. Most of the cows are fine 
milkers, and nearly all are in good season. The doctor’s 
favourite families, the Brides, descended from Lady 
Craigo, the Lady Idas of the same foundation, Ericas, 
Jilts, Luxurys, three branches of Prides, Kinochtry 
Princesses, and Porthlethen Lucys are all there. The 
younger cows by the champion, Prince of Jesters, 
make a beautiful show. They have clean polled 
character, a general air of refinement, and wonderful 
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quality of bone. As a lot the heifer calves by the old 
cnampion and the home-bred Parole of Benton, a son of 
the well-known prize-winner, Reviver, make 'a pretty 
display, and there are promising bull calves in a well- 
grown group. Regret in connection with the removal 
of a long-familiar landmark is linked with pleasure in 
seeing such a grand collection of cattle at the end of the 
day.— The North British Agriculturist. 


Calcium Carbide. 

The Secretary begs to remind members that Calcium 
Carbide and Dissolved Acetylene for the purpose of 
head lights in motor cars can only be obtained »ylpermit 
from the Controller of Non-Ferrous Material Supply. 

Applications must be made through the Secretary of 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C. 1, on forms AM2/H.B. The Secretary will 
be pleased to supply forms on application. 


Rabies—Order for Devon and Cornwall. 

A case of rabies in a dog at Plymouth has been 
confirmed by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
Several other cases that are suspicious have been re¬ 
ported and are now under investigation. 

In view of these circumstances and the fact that it is 
known that in more than one instance persons have 
been bitten by suspected dogs the Board have made an 
Order prohibiting the movement of dogs out of the 
counties of Devon and Cornwall and requiring the con¬ 
trol of dogs within a large area of these two counties. 

The public are warned that any case in which symp¬ 
toms suspicious of rabies are observed the police should 
at once be notified. 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

Whitehall Place, S.W. 1. 

9th September, 1918. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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1 

24 
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36 
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33 

91 

66 
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8661 

13606 


Rabies. 1 (dog) confirmed. 

\ The Parasitic Mange Order of 1011 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed. (6) Reported by Local Authorities ♦ Counties affected, animals attaoked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Bept. 10, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 26,1918. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 2, 1918 
Non.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * Aa Diseased or Exposed to Infectian 
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The Cost of Drugs. 

Veterinary Surgeons complain bitterly of the war 
prices of drugs, and not without reason. The in¬ 
creased cost of drugs is one of the various causes 
which justify an increase in veterinary charges; 
and it is likely to persist for a considerable time. 
But, if we compare the supply and prices of drugs 
with those of many other commodities, we shall 
find that our case might be much worse than it is. 
It is true that the high price and scarcity of many 
drugs, including some of the more important ones, 
is serious. In the case of others—the supply of 
which is State-controlled, veterinary requirements 
are being recognised by the Government; and it 
should not be forgotten that there are not a few 
most useful agents which remain plentiful in supply 
and reasonable in price. 

There are successful practitioners who, for years 
past, have systematically followed the custom of 
always using the cheapest drugs that would meet 
tbe needs of the case. Doubtless the saving they 
effected in the individual case was often very small; 
but in the long run they accomplished a consider¬ 
able economy. If it was worth while to follow such 
a practice in pre-war days, it is surely much more 
so now. Possibly some even to-day do not realise 
bow many and varied are the possible therapeutio 
uses of, for instance, so well-known a drug as 
sodium bicarbonate. 

Hodgkin’s Disease or Pseudo-Leukemia. 

Several cases in tbe dog of this interesting though 
very unsatisfactory condition have lately been re¬ 
corded. Only one, however, was certainly diag¬ 
nosed ; for the use of the microscope is essential for 
differential diagnosis. Various diseases, especially 
leukaemia, malignant growths of the lymphatic 
glands, and some cases of tuberculosis, may easily 
be confused clinically with pseudo-leukaemia; and 
only the microscope can settle the question. Even 
the positive result of the tuberculin test does not 
exclude the possibility of a co-existence of leukasmia 
or pseudo-leukaemia. 

No case of reoovtry from Hodgkin's disease is 
recorded, and no case likely to be clinically mis¬ 
taken for it would be expected to recover; and thus 
Mr. Yates’ statement that he has “ heard from other 
practitioners of recoveries,” is of some interest. All 
such cases belong to the class in which, if treat¬ 
ment is attempted at all, it would be well whenever 
possible to seek a pathologist’s aid in establishing 
the diagnosis at the commencement. If this is not 
done, the pathologist can only pass judgment upon 
the unsuccessful cases; while any that may recover 
must remain unsolved problems. 


Revision of Fees. 

We print this week a letter from Mr. 8. Adams, 
on the revision of veterinary surgeons’ fees in 
Gloucestershire which emphasizes two points in 
favour of the line of aotion taken there and in 
Derbyshire—that local adaptation is far preferable 
to a general rate: and secondly, that it is possible 
to obtain equally good results by more than one 
method of assessment. Incidentally it is brought 
out, too, that a fair amount of unanimity is likely 
to follow a judicious initiative. 

A proposal of a similar character at the meeting 
of the Eastern Counties fell flat. Either the con¬ 
ditions are undesirable, or the initiative—in which 
the personal element counts so much—is l&oking. 
True the statement is incomplete, in that only the 
rate of “ mileage” is definitely mentioned as not 
workable. It is said that fees have been “ notoriously 
low there for many years past.” Does it necessarily 
follow that low fees should continue to rule there? 
Will not the earnings of those counties allow of 
reasonable fees to tbeir veterinary practitioners? 
Thirty years ago a good part of agricultural Essex 
was. derelict, and land was let in Suffolk at five 
shillings an acre for sheep feed: do those conditions 
exist now ? And even if they do, do not present 
market conditions warrant an increase on the pre¬ 
war scale of fees ? Finally, it has to be remem¬ 
bered that the public are as willing as ever to rate 
a man (or a group of men) at his own valuation. 
Possibly the remark as to low fees was intended to 
apply particularly to C.C. and Insurance work, but 
it is not so stated: and if it were, we may call to 
mind the enthusiastic and persistent efforts of the 
late Theo. C. Toope, and the fair measure of suooess 
which attended them in Kent. 


Two other items in our columns this week are 
worth a passing note. One from the Journal 
A.V.M.A., is the main part of a resolution passed 
nearly two years ago, from the Amer. Vet. Med. 
Association to tbe Hon, Secretary of War, concern¬ 
ing the depletion of the Horse Stock of the country. 
It is of interest in that it is an exemplification of 
the position taken by the Association, and of their 
initiative on a question with which they are intim¬ 
ately acquainted. It is wholly satisfactory in that 
it is a distinct movement of the profession to claim 
its rightful position—to prove its value, and to 
utilise its accumulated knowledge for the benefit of 
the State. 

Another is a resolution concerning the advertise¬ 
ment of biological products, and read in connection 
with the recent confiscation of a consignment of 
these goods, it appears that their government is 
taking action against this form of swindling. 
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TWO CASES IN CHILDREN OF TUBER¬ 
CULOSIS OF SUPPOSED BOVINE ORIGIN 
By G. Gair, m.r.c.v.s., Conon Bridge, Ross-shire. 

Case I. A child, fcwo-and-a-half years old, be¬ 
lieved to be affected with epidemic cerebro-spinal- 
meningitis. 

A sample of the cerebro-spinal fluid was obtained 
by puncture and handed me by the hospital sur¬ 
geon, with a request to examine the liquid for the 
diplococcus intracellularis meningitidus, Although 
I examined the fluid within half-an-hour after its 
being drawn, no meningococcal infection could be 
detected. The fluid itself was rather clear, and 
contained a considerable percentage of lymphocytes. 

This lymphocytosis would indicate a tuberculous 
or poliomyelitis process. A few films of the fluid 
were therefore made and stained by the Ziehl- 
Neelsen method, when numerous tubercle bacilli 
were revealed. 

For the purpose of ascertaining the changes in 
the nuclei of the polymorphonuclear (neutrophil) 
leucocytes in advanced tuberculosis, I obtained 
blood films from the child and stained by Leish- 
man’s method. A few of these films which I had 
over were stained by Ziehl-Neelsen method and a 
number of tubercle bacilli were found: as many as 
ten might be seen in one field. Several fields 
showed varying numbers up to four. Great care is 
required as to “finds” of tubercle bacilli in blood 
films; there are so many pitfalls, and several re¬ 
ported cases have not borne investigation. Arte¬ 
facts (particles from stains, distilled water, etc.), 
may be mistaken for organisms. 

The case was one of advanced tuberculosis. The 
child died a few days afterwards. 

The milk supply was obtained from a dairy in 
the district from which the child came, and in 
whioh dairy tuberculous cows were found. 

Note. Concerning the prevalence of lymphocytes 
in the cerebro-spinal fluid mentioned above, I have 
repeated noticed that this result is very indicative 
of tubercle bacilli, while the presence of polymorphs 
indicates a meningococcal, streptococcal, or pneu¬ 
mococcal infection. Normally there are only one 
or two leucocytes per cubic millimetre, but in dis¬ 
eased conditions the number is increased to from 
fifty to one hundred per cubic millimetre. 

This count is easily ascertained by using gentian- 
violet-tinged three per cent, solution of acetic acid, 
which is drawn up 0-5 on the pipette. The cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid is then sucked up to 110. After mixing, 
make the cell-count with the haemocytometer. 
Oerebro-spinal fluid coutaining blood is not satis¬ 
factory for the cell-count, but one can calculate the 
leucocytes in such blood contents by counting the 
red corpuscles, and subtracting one leuoocyte for 
every 750 reds. 

Case II. A child, aged two years and nine 
months. The history of the infection was as fol¬ 
lows :— 

The milk supply for the child was obtained from 
cows which were tested by me half-yearly with 
tuberculin, and which were always in excellent 
health. 


About mid-March the milk supply from these 
cows was discontinued through their approaching 
calving, and the milk from a neighbour’s cow was 
thereafter used. No other milk was given the 
child for the ensuing ten days when, on visiting 
the byre, I found the cow had an occasional cough 
and, on closer examination, that one of the hind 
quarters was enlarged. On examining the milk 
from this quarter, I discovered great numbers of 
tubercle bacilli therein. 

I had the milk supply from the animal immedi¬ 
ately stopped, and informed the parents of the child 
that although it only had the milk for ten days, the 
fact of the milk containing tubercle bacilli in such 
numbers would certainly cause serious trouble later. 
I also advised them to notify their medical advisor 
of the facts. 

Three months afterwards the child became de¬ 
cidedly ill and restless. The mesenteric glands 
became appreciably enlarged, and by December the 
spinal column was involved. Two Edinburgh 
specialists diagnosed the case as tuberculosis of 
bovine origin caused by tuberculous milk and to 
whom, by request, my report on the case was 
forwarded. 

There is no question of heredity in the case, as 
all the family were and are in excellent health. 

The child is still under medical treatment. 


ARSENICAL POISONING IN THE HORSE 
WITH PULMONARY COMPLICATIONS. 

The condition which we are about to describe is 
met with in the mining districts of Cornwall, and 
possibly also in other counties where horses are 
worked in similar surroundings. It may he assumed 
that the symptoms are those of an uncommon and 
apparently undescribed form of arsenical poisoning, 
and in many respects there are marked deviations 
from the appearances exhibited when the drug is 
consumed in toxic doses. The condition in question 
is in all probability a reflex one, dependent upon 
irritation of nerve endings, possibly also of the re¬ 
spiratory centres in the medulla, which in most 
cases have already become impregnated with 
arsenic. 

The horses affected are to be found among those 
l carting stanniferous ores and sand, in the 
iin streaming operations. The majority 
als which exhibit the symptoms are old 
and usually somewhat emaciated, and often have 
spent the greater part of their lives in the same sur¬ 
roundings, have become saturated with arsenic and 
able to tolerate the drug in the amounts which might 
be absorbed during the course of their ordinary 
work. It may here be stated that practically all 
horses which have been employed for any length of 
time at particular work in connection with tin¬ 
mining and in districts where the soil, forage and 
water are all more or less contaminated with 
arsenic, show symptoms of chronic poisoning. 
This state of chronic arsenicalism is manifested by 
a dry, staring coat; in a few advanced oases alo¬ 
pecia exists to a marked degree; brick-red dis¬ 
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colouration of the visible mucous membranes, and 
a general appearance of unthriftiness. 

Beyond this stage the toxic symptoms seldom 
progress under ordinary conditions except when, 
as we shall now show, a relatively enormous dose 
of arsenic is absorbed on one or more occasions by 
an animal whose system is already saturated with 
the drug. 

The tin-streams and pools usually contain, in 
addition to tin ores, large amounts of iron com¬ 
pounds, notably the red-oxide and combinations of 
iron, arsenic and sulphur (mispickel mundic, etc.), 
as well as, in some instances, free arsenic and 
various other mineral compounds. 

In all cases of the particular condition we have 
met with the history has shown that the horses 
have, within a short period, drunk from the 
“ mundic water." In a few oases it would appear 
that the same thing has occurred upon other occa¬ 
sions without any ill-effects having been observed, 
in fact the drivers appear invariably careless of 
such happenings, and frequently leave their charges 
standing knee deep in the streams in order to cure 
“ grease." The same disregard of danger is shown 
by cowkeepers, who dose their cattle with the 
water in an endeavour to check chronic diarrhoea 
—a condition not infrequently arising in these 
localities from ingestion of arsenical fodder—dis¬ 
regard the fact that the proportion of the same 
metal in the water is frequently exceedingly high. 

The fact that horses will voluntarily drink suoh 
contaminated water may appear strange until we 
recollect that cases only occur in animals whose 
digestions have been already impaired by the con¬ 
tinued admission of arsenic to the alimentary canal, 
and in which the appetite has become depraved. 
Suoh horses will frequently drink greedily from the 
streams if permitted. 

The horse becomes suddenly ill. The attitude is 
one of extreme dejection, the head is held at the 
level of the knees, the elbows are abducted, and 
respiration is greatly accelerated. The breathing 
rapidly grows noisy, and more or less marked 
spasm of the glottis occurs, which occasions a pro¬ 
longed snore at each inspiration. The conjunctival 
mucous membranes are congested, brick-red, and 
frequently protrude beyond the eyelids. The nasal 
^membrane is also congested and shows the same 
pronounced tint, whilst the nostrils are widely 
dilated. The inspiratory effort is somewhat pro¬ 
longed but the double expiratory movement com¬ 
mon in emphysema is lacking. 

Ausculation of the thorax reveals a distinct 
asthmatic condition arising from spasmodic con¬ 
striction of the bronchi with more or less spasm of 
the glottis. Fever is usually absent, and the ani¬ 
mal exhibits no symptoms indicative of abdominal 
pain. 

It soon becomes evident that the pulmonary 
vessels are becoming overloaded with blood, and a 
marked “ venous pulse " may be observed. From 
this time the symptoms may abate, but in the great 
majority of oases pulmonary congestion ensues. 
The breathing becomes more distressed, the glottis 
is evidently constricted to a marked degree and 


respiration is distinctly audible at thirty yards 
The horse may now fall and die from asphyxia 
after an illness lasting only a few hours. In many 
cases, however, the condition persists for one or 
two hours longer, and oedema of the lungs sets in. 
Froth collects around the nostrils, a very copious 
rusty or blood-streaked discharge emerges, and 
the horse gradually subsides into a state of coma 
and dies. 

In one case, death was preceded by extensive 
haemorrhage from the lungs, an indication of the 
degree of pulmonary congestion present. 

Treatment appears useless. The degree of dysp¬ 
noea precludes any possibility of administering 
drenches. Bleeding from the jugular, and the 
hypodermic administration of stimulants affords no 
relief. In nearly all cases the condition ends 
fatally. 

At the commencement the symptoms are in most 
respects identical with those of asthma, and in 
those cases which have recovered there has been 
nothing, apart from the history, to distinguish the 
condition from an ordinary attaok of acute spas¬ 
modic asthma. 

We have never observed typical oases, running 
the complete course and terminating in death, 
among horses employed on mine works, unless 
they have previously been the subjects of ohronio 
arsenical poisoning and have subsequently been 
known to drink water from the contaminated 
streams. There is, however, nothing to suggest 
that similar cases may not arise when the source 
of the arsenic is other than “ mundic water." 

R. H. Smythb, m.b.g.v.8. 

Falmouth. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Influence of Fbesh and Stabilised Cow’s Milk 

UFON THE DEVELOPMENT OF NbUBITIS IN ANIMALS. 

R. B. Gibson and I. Conoeptidn reported some 
experiments upon this subject in the PhiUipine 
Journal of Science for 1916. In two chickens, fed 
daily with 100 c.c. of milk, fresh or submitted to the 
autoclave, and with 40 grammes of decorticated 
rice, a slight polyneuritis was produced in the fifth 
week. Feeding with 200 c.c. of fresh or sterilised 
milk produced neither polyneuritis nor even any 
histologically demonstrable commencement of ner¬ 
vous degeneration. These facts prove that milk 
oontains a small quantity of vitamine, which is 
not destroyed by two hours in the autoclave at 
125° C. 

Small dogs, fed exclusively upon fresh or steril¬ 
ised milk, at the end of forty-seven days showed 
peripheral neuritis with oedema and aphonia, but 
no scorbutic symptoms. Analogous results were 
obtained in pigs. In all the oases, alike in animals 
fed with autoclaved milk and those fed with fresh 
milk, growth was accomplished. This confirms the 
observation made upon the chickens, viz. t that the 
anti-neuritio vitamine resists the autoclave. 

This vitamine exists in the milk in very small 
quantity; for if nothing is added to the laotio regi- 
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men of young dogs and pigs, the animals become 
bevi-bevio. The anti-neuritio power of milk is so 
feeble, that in infantile alimentation the regimen 
should be extended as much as possible. The young 
of mothers in good bodily condition are probably 
born with a reserve of vitamines; 'and this enables 
them to feed upon milk and grow regularly till a 
diet more rich in vitamines is available.— (Revista 
de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 

Suprascapular Paralysis following 
Fracture of the Scapula. 

Frohner records this case in the Monatsheft fur 
praktische Tierheilkunde . A horse, after a lbng 
period of lameness of the left shoulder, finally pre¬ 
sented the symptoms of suprascapular paralysis. 
The animal died of colic. Post-mortem, Frohner 
found the inferior third of the scapula enlarged to 
double its normal size and covered with irregular 
osseus vegetations, which completely englobed the 
suprasoapular nerve. This large callus had resulted 
from the union of a scapular fracture. The left 
posterior spinatus muscle was very atrophied and 
degenerated. Frohner also records an analogous 
case described by Karnbaeh.—(. Revista Veterinaria 
de Espana). 

The treatment of Broken Knees. 

Schwendimann, of Berne, has written an article 
upon this subject in the Schweizer Archiv. fur 
Tierheilkunde. He emphasises the depreciation in 
a horse's value which the scars of broken knees 
cause. It is the common opinion that wounds of 
the knee leave in the injured joint a “debility/' 
which tends to cause new falls. Undoubtedly the 
retraction of the cicatrix impedes the rapid move¬ 
ment of the carpuB, and the joint also frequently 
undergoes chronic peri-articular inflammatory pro¬ 
cesses and contractions varying in degree. 

These wounds are treated on general lines. 
Sometimes the treatment is difficult on account of 
dirt in the wound. In that case all dirt, dead 
tissue, and earth is removed with scissors and for¬ 
ceps, avoiding haemorrhages and damage to living 
tissues. The rest may be left to nature; but it is 
possible to accelerate the reparative process and so 
obtain a better oioatrisation. Moist antiseptics are 
useful for this purpose. An embrocation, or a 
sprinkling of the wound with turpentine, give ex¬ 
cellent results, accelerating the separation of morti¬ 
fied tissues and causing a healthy granulation. 
Treatment is more difficult when there is muoh loss 
of substanoe. 

Causes which retard recovery are the dryness and 
rigidity of the lesion from loss of water, the absence 
of epidermal counter-pressure, the persistence of 
infection, and the pruntis, with consequent damage 
to the affected part, which is presented at this 
stage. The author, therefore, recommends the use 
of a protective oovering for the lesion. It is not 
essential that such covering should display any 
specifio action; that it protects the part is sufficient, 
The author names several, including Unna’s zinc- 
gum (glyoerinated gelatine with zinc), Schindelka’s 


varnish (five parts each zinc oxide and ol. rioini 
with 40 parts collodion , and those substances 
which produce a dry cuticle of coagulated albumen. 
Of the latter he especially mentions a 10% solution 
of nitrate of silver. Immediately after the applica¬ 
tion of this, a cuticle of albuminate of silver is 
formed, which becomes black under the influence 
of light.—(Revista Veterinaria de Espana). 

* W. R. C. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
(National V.M.A.— Southern Branch). 

A meeting was held at the Bell Hotel, Norwich, on 
Saturday last, the 14th inst. Those present included : 
Messrs. H. V. Low, President, Norwich; E. Margarson, 

S waff ham ; M. Bray, Docking; J. K. Gooch, Reepham; 
J. Barr, Acle; A. Holl, jun., New Buckenham; H. 
Buckingham, Norwich; J. Buckingham, Harleston; 
and H. P. Standley, Secretary pro tern ., Norwich. 

Letters expressing inability to attend were received 
from Messrs. A Burgon, Haverhill; J. E. Kitchen, Lon¬ 
don : H. F. Downe, Diss; W. Turtill, Wickham Market; 
H. Wilkinson, Martham; F. M. WalliB, Halstead; and 
others. 

After discussion it was decided that the next meet¬ 
ing should be held at Norwich, in the Spring, at a date 
to Be fixed later. 

Some of the members of the Essex and Suffolk dis¬ 
trict considered that meetings ought to be held nearer 
to them, but it was felt that at the present time, with 
the rail service so disconnected, this was impracticable. 
On return to normal times, however, the meetings will 
be held in the different centres, as in the past, 

Mr. H. B. Nixon, of Haverhill, was elected a member 
of the Society. 

The officers for the past were re-elected en bloc. 

It was decided*to send donations of £15 15s. from the 
Society funds—to the Victoria Benevolent Association 
one of £5 5s.; to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons £5 5s.; and to the Farmers r Benevolent Associa¬ 
tion £5 5s. . 

A discussion took place on the veterinary fees as put 
forward in The Veterinary Record, Sept. 7tn, by Messrs. 
Duckworth and Prince, of Derby, but it was felt that 
the mileage of 1/3 for visits could not be charged in 
the Eastern Counties, on account of the notoriously 
low fees which have been in existence there for so 
many years past, and it was pointed out that a good 
many veterinary surgeons had only been charging frogs 
1/6 to 2/6 a visit of almost any distance. 

After the business many interesting cases were brought 
forward by the members present, and a lively discussion 
on these took place. 

Harry P. Standley, Secretary, pro tem.. 


INSURANCE INSPECTION FEES. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Dear Sir,—It is with great reluctance that I feel that 
I am compelled to reply to the letter of your anonymous 
correspondent, “ W.V.S.,” on Insurance Inspection Fees 
of Gloucestershire Veterinary Surgeons. As the initiator 
of this movement I desire to state what we have done 
in this County. In 1916, being personally dissatisfied 
with the mileage rate as fixed by the Gloucestershire 
County Council to their Veterinary Inspectors acting 
under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts, I wrote 
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to the Clerk of the Council, pointing out to him the 
various increases, and asking his Council to advance the 
mileage rate then paid, viz., 1/- per mile (one way). I 
waited seven months before obtaining a reply to say 
that his Council had considered the matter and could 
not advance the rate. 

I thereupon communicated with all my fellow Inspec¬ 
tors in this County, suggesting a petition to be signed 
by all and presented to the Chairman of the Council, 
asking for a higher rate. I obtained unanimous support, 
the petition was duly presented and I attended the 
County Council Meeting in January, 1918, at their 
request to support it, with the result that we were suc¬ 
cessful in obtaining a mileage rate of 1/6 per mile (one 
waj). Also an increased fee for Parasitic Mange diag 
nosis. 

The success attending this movement gave me the 
necessary encouragement to endeavour to increase the 
rates paid by Insurance Companies. I circularised a 
number of my colleagues in early 1918, giving them my 
personal ideas and asking for suggestions. I had in 
reply many suggestions which showed much thought 
and consideration. From these replies the enclosed 
scale 4 ’ was drafted, and approved by every Veterinary 
Surgeon in the County of Gloucester, and by many of 
their neighbours in the adjoining counties. 

I congratulate Messrs. Duckworth and Prince upon 
their published scale of fees, and I desire to point out 
to “W.V.S.” that Insurance Inspections are not expected 
to be carried out at once. Seven days may elapse before 
the return is made. Also that our scale will show 
approximately the same return per animal per|inspection 
in this County as that obtained by Messrs. Duckworth & 
Prince. 

Upon reference I find last year that the average in¬ 
spection entailed five miles (one way) and the average 
value £80 to £100. This, under our scale, would make 
the fee 10/-. Next year the value should be higher, 
when the return will be greater. We have adopted for 
the first time a mileage rate, and hope that such will 
be recognised generally in future. I think you will 
agree, Mr. Editor, that we have done something in 
obtaining 1/6 per mile from the Gloucestershire County 
Council, and our scale for Insurance examinations, 
which is open to annual revision, shows an advance of 
33^ % for work which is not immediate but can be done 
at one’s convenience, being a start in the right direction. 

I may add that the funds of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons benefited also, inasmuch that those 
gentlemen who were not already subscribers promised to 
become so, and were supplied with the necessary 
Banker’s drafts. 

I regret to occupy your space at such length, and I 
have every confidence that the members of the pro¬ 
fession will judge our efforts in the County of Gloucester 
as honest endeavours in the right direction. 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 

Dursley, Sept. 17. A. S. Adams. 


♦The Lowest Scale of Fees which will be accepted 
by the Veterinary Surgeons of the County of Gloucester 
and their immediate neighbours, for Inspections and 
Reports to Live Stock Insurance Cos.:— 

Horses under £50 insured value ... each 5/- 
„ over 50 and under £80 ... „ 7/- 

„ „ 80 „ 100 ... „ 7/6 

„ „ 100 „ 110 ... „ 10/6 

Post-mortem examination, £1 Is. 

Sixpence per mile, one way. 

1. Any larger sum by arrangement. 

2. Every case to stand on its own basis. 


Remounts for U.S. Army. 

The following paragraphs are from a letter sent by 
the American V.M. A. to the Hon. Secretary for War; 
they seem to indicate a better measure of co-operation 
than exists in Britain. Toe intercommunication with 
Government Departments is a recent innovation with us. 

“ Already it has become very difficult to secure ser¬ 
viceable horses for the r?gular army and militia service, 
and in the south-west it is out of the question to buy 
the really desirable type, as the amounts offered for the 
purchase of individual horses are not enough to meet 
the bids of the buyers of the foreign governments. 

“ It is the opinion of this association that this situa- 
ation is already a handicap to our army and could be 
converted into a serious menace by international com¬ 
plications such as have threatened this country a nura- 
of times in the past two years. To meet this situation 
there are two things which this association would re¬ 
spectfully bring to your attention. 

“One suggestion is that the United States Govern¬ 
ment meet the prices of foreign buyers in purchasing 
horses. It is not to be expected that owners of horses 
will sell them to the government at a sacrifice in prefer¬ 
ence to selling them to foreign buyers at a profit. Not 
only a regard for the best interests of the country, but 
good business judgment should indicate that when suit¬ 
able remounts command increased prices, those prices 
should be authorised and paid rather than permit the 
purchase [by the government] of unsuitable and inferior 
types of animals. 

“Another suggestion is that the purchase of mares be 
authorised. The old objection that they could not be 
kept owing to the presence of stallions, the property of 
officers, no longer applies as the use of stallions is not 
permitted. It is the opinion of the army and militia 
officers in general that mare are as desirable animate, 
and polo players regard them as perhaps superior in 
endurance and perception. All of the foreign armies 
use mares. A new French contract now being filled, 
calls for 25,000 horses, of which 20 % to 30 % shall be 
mares. At Ft. Riley 40 % of the remounts are mares, 
and in the army polo organisation 60 % of the ponies 
are mares. 

u We have the precedent of the purchase of mares for 
the Native Cuban Cavalry by Q.-M.-Gen. Luddington 
during the Spanish-American war on the grounds that 
these animate would be of more value to them at the 
close of the war in re-stocking the country with horses. 
At the close of the present European war, unquestion¬ 
ably many of the mares now leaving this country will 
be sent to the farms as were the mounts of the Cuban 
Cavalry and those of the American armies at the close 
of the Civil War. There could be no objection to this 
if it were not that the removal of the pick of the 
American Cavalry horses is already so extreme as to 
threaten us with serious consequences if our army 
should need them any time in the next few years. A 
fresh crop of horses can no more be produced out of 
hand on demand than can trained soldiers be produced. 

Udder Disease in Dairy Stock. 

To the Editor of The Scottish Farmer. 

Sir,—Mr. Scott points out, in his letter, the serious¬ 
ness of the disease known technically as contagious 
mammitis. There is every reason to believe that this 
disease could be eradicated if the matter were taken up 
in the proper manner. The first step would be a proper 
bacteriological study. It is highly probable that an 
efficient preventive vaccine could be prepared which 
would immunise healthy cows wherever there is a possi¬ 
bility of their becoming infected, in the same way as 
human beings can be immunised by the injection of 
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typhoid vaccine against typhoid. The matter would 
have to be taken up by the local authorities in the in¬ 
fected counties. A proper scheme could be easily worked 
out. It would provide for compulsory notification to 
the county veterinary inspector through the police, the 
isolation and detention of the affected animal. Pro¬ 
vided an efficient vaccine could be prepared and a suit¬ 
able method of vaccination devised, tne farmer would 
be given the opportunity to have all the remaining 
healthy cows vaccinated. It might be found worth 
while to vaccinate healthy herds where the disease has 
not yet appeared. A better study of this disease might 
show that an effective serum can be prepared which 
would arrest an attack if injected into an animal very 
early in the course of the disease. This would be 
expensive and could only be done for valuable animals. 
I give only this rough sketch to show the need for scien¬ 
tific investigation into this as well as other diseases. 

Yours, etc., S. H. Gaiger, f.r.c.v.b. 

Glasgow Yety. Coll. Prof, of Pathology. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extracts from London Gaastte % 

War Office, Whitehall, Sept. 12. 
Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

To be temp. Lt.:—J. Mcl. Galloway (June 29). 

Sept. 13. 

Capt. H. Peele (t.f.), to be actg. Maj. while holding the 
appt. of Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (July 28). 

Sept. 17. 

Maj. (Bt. Lt-Col.V A. Olver, c.m.g., f.r.c.v.s , to be actg. 
Col. whilst holding the appt. of Dep. Dir. of Vety. 
Serve. (Sept. 18). 

Temp. Capt. to be actg. Maj.R. Clunas (June 18). 

Temp. Capt. H. Barnard relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Capt. (Sept. 18). 

Sept. 18. 

To be temp. Lts.N. M. Crawford, G. E. Lay, • J. T. 
Melanson, E. S. Notting, I. Robson (Aug. 7); F. W. 
Buckle (Aug. 8); W. F. Fennelly, A. J. Kelly (Sept 1). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept. 13. 

C&pt. (actg. Maj.) P. J. Simpson to be Maj. (May 27, 
1916). 


A Lesson. 

One does not learn all his lessons in college. Here is 
one I might have learned but did not. It may be of 
help to some other practitioner. 

1 was called about 8 p.m. to see an aged horse that 
had suddenly gone “ dead lame ” while at pasture. A 
young man who had been hunting started to drive 
the horse to the barn. The old horse appeared to 
be frightened at the boy’s gun, galloped a short distance, 
stopped suddenly and refused to move except on three 
legs. The owner, an old German, took a lantern and 
went with me to the pasture. An examination revealed 
a comminuted fracture of the os suffraginis of the left 
front leg. The broken pieces would simply “ squash ” 
on pressure. It was a hopeless case as the horse was at 
least twenty years old, so I told the owner I could do 
nothing for the horse and that be should be put out of 
his suffering. The old man dropped his lantern and 
throwing his arms about the horse’s neck cried like a 
child. On my way back to the barn the old man, 
between sobs, offered to pay me for my visit, but as he 
was in rather poor circumstances and this was his only 
horse I had pity for him and made no charge. 

After I had left he sent eight miles for a non-graduate 
to see the case. This man confirmed my diagnosis and 


prognosis and took his fee. I did not like it very well 
and the next time I met Herman on the road I told 
him so. He said, u Veil, you didn’t charge me nodings, 
so I takes dat money for the odder feller.”—D.V.S., in 
Jour. A.M. V.A. - 

Plea for French Oolonial Veterinary Service. 

The confirmation of rinderpest in French Western 
Africa calls attention anew to the insufficiency of the 
Veterinary Services in our Colonies. 

It is not possible by the hap-hazard recruiting of civil 
practitioners, or by making use of military veterinary 
officers liable to frequent changes of station, to consti¬ 
tute a personnel capable of carrying on the difficult 
tasks imposed upon them. 

It is both necessary and urgent to effect for the Veter¬ 
inary Service what has already been done for the Medical 
Service, .that is—to create a corps of colonial veter¬ 
inarians specially prepared by a suitable course of 
training. It is not less indispensable that these services 
should possess an autonomy and a status which would 
enable them to fulfil tbeir mission effectively. 

The knowledge acquired of the tropical diseases of 
animals is already considerable. We may be sure that 
it will increase rapidly under the hands of men trained 
in the methods of investigation. For the moment we 
need only recall what has been effected by our allies, 
the English, in India and in South Africa. 

In any case, the European nations will need to hus¬ 
band their resources for long years to come, and to 
obtain all possible help from their colonies. To develop 
and conserve the live stock of our colonies is to prepare 
for the future. —Revue r/enerale de Medicine Vdtfrinaire. 


Misleading advertisements. 

The following was adopted by the Committee of the 
American V.M.A. a couple of years ago. There is less 
need for it on this side, perhaps, but it is a perfectly 
justifiable position. 

The Special Committee on Advertisements of Veter¬ 
inary Remedies recommends that the following resolu¬ 
tion be adopted, by this association :— 

Resolved: That misleading claims for biological pro¬ 
ducts should not be tolerated by this association, and 
any official of any firm or corporation who is a member 
of this association and allows such claims to be made, 
the same shall be sufficient reason for rejection or ex¬ 
pulsion from this association ; and this association 
should accept the federal regulations governing bio¬ 
logical products as a standard of application.” 


Personal. 

Military Medal. 

Corporal (A/Sergt.) S. V. Golledge, of “D” Compy., 
Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regt., eldest son of 
Mr. J. Golledge, m.r.c.v.s., of Brookfield, Trowbridge, 
has been decorated with the Military Medal at the hands 
of Lord Cavan, Commander-in-Chief of British Forces 
in Italy. 

The accompanying certificate reads:—“During the 
action this N.C.O. was responsible for the blocking of 
the trenches on the flank and in carrying out his duties 
showed great skill and coolness. He rendered valuable 
assistance at the end of the operations in getting 
wounded away from the enemy lines, personally carry¬ 
ing back a N.C.O. Throughout the raid and in previous 
reconnoitring his conduct was beyond all praise.” 

Sergt. Golledge joined the A.V.C. in 1915, and was 
transferred to the Infantry in 1917.— The Wiltshire 
Times , Sept. 14. 

[Before joining up, Sergt. Golledge was a student at 
the Royal Veterinary College.] 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

S. Chambers, Kirkheaton £110 

W. St. J. F. Macartney, Capt. a.v.c. 110 
J. M. Tate, Pretoria 110 

Previously acknowledged 995 1*2 11 


£998 15 11 


“ PATENT MEDICINES.” 

Sir,—The above is a misnomer. If these preparations 
were patented the formula would have to be disclosed 
to the public The proprietors have no legal right to 
use the word patent. It is used as a blind, and to in¬ 
crease the mystification; surrounding these expensive 
and, in most cases, useless nostrums. They do not sell 
on their merits, but by expensive advertising, and glib 
tongues of travelling agents, who make farmers believe 
that they will drag any case from the brink of the 
grave. 

Here is the composition of one or two:— 

“Red Drink” Mag. sulph., a little pulv. gent., and 
zing., and Bol. Q.S. to colour. 

“Hoose Mixture.” 01. turp., Ol. lini., a “whiff” of 
Eth. sulph., colour. 

A largely advertised liquid blisterTinct. canth., 
Tinct. caps., Ol. croton, Sp. V., colour and scent. 

In order to combat the sales of these preparations we 
must put up a united front, and act as one man, in 
condemning and opposing their use in every case. 

Two years ago I issued circulars among farmers in 
this district pointing out that they had to pay for all 
the expensive advertising, fancy labels, cases, boxes, 
rail carriage, and swell travellers, in return for articles 
of very doubtful utility, and certainly not worth the 
high prices charged for them. These circulars dimin¬ 
ished the sale to a large extent, and I know some of 
their “toffs” had some nasty questions put to them 
“next time round.” 

I think this is a case in which the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture could render valuable assistance to the farmer, 
by analysing, and publishing the formula of these 
nostrums. The mystery would then disappear, and 
with that the sales—to vanishing point. 

Farm stock is too valuable at present, and should not 
be the receptacle for “ Night, Sun and Humbug’s” cure- 
all, because “ I happened to have it in the home .” 

The firms who sell these preparations do not contri¬ 
bute anything to the State in the way of stamp duty, 
and at the present time are using drugs which, might, 
with advantage to the nation, be directed into more 
useful channels. 

R. M. Malloch, m.r.c.v.s. 

Kirkby Stephen, Sept. 14. 


A Prolific Mother. 

Recently a retriever bitch gave birth to eighteen 
puppies; fortunately for the food supply, only seven of 
them survived. The owner is Mr. Gardiner, Fearon 
Street, Greenwich. 

Blackheath, Sept. 14. Henry Dyer. 


At the annual honey market of the Co. Wexford Bee¬ 
keepers’ Association, held at Enniscorthy, the takings 
were estimated at £3000; one small farmer received 
£350 for his supply. 


SUPPLY OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
FOR THE ARMY. 

To the Editor . 

Sir,—“Joseph Bindle” is right. I know a gentleman 
whojoined np at Potchefstroom as a private in the 
S.A.M.C., under the assurance that when he got to 
England he would be given his commission in the A.V.C. 
He duly arrived in England—during the bitterly cold 
wintry weather—and was very shortly packed off to 
France. From here he was sent home about a year ago as 
a stretcher case. He has several times applied for his com¬ 
mission, bat is still a “Tommy.” Like “Joseph Bindle’s" 
case, this gentleman had sat for his d.v.h., and, incident¬ 
ally, nearly saved the life of a horse (how valuable I cannot 
say, but worth at least £85 at that time) in France. The 
animal belonged to his own unit, had fallen into a shell 
hole and somehow or other had severed a radial artery. 
Our “Tommy’s” C.O., knowing him to be a qualified 
veterinary surgeon, called him to the case, and “Tommy ” 
proposed casting the animal, cutting down on, and picking 
up and ligaturing the artery. But REGULATIONS 
(Capital letters, please) would not allow a “Tommy” to do 
this, so a V.O. (distant about 10 miles) was sent for, but— 
the horse had bled to death before this latter gentleman 
arrived I At least £85 plus the price of another to replace 
him thrown away. 

No doubt you have heard about Sister Susan sewing 
shirts for soldiers? Here is a parody on the 8.A.M.C.: 
Silly S.A.M.C.’s scraping scabs off soldiers. Just imagine! 
a fully qualified and thoroughly efficient veterinary surgeon 
—I know him well—scraping scabs off soldiers! 

There is a great demand for Veterinary Officers ! In the 
parlance of our friend, the Gaul— Je tie petise pa* ! It would 
be interesting to know how many V.O.’s are at the present 
time languishing in Woolwich and Aldershot waiting to go 
eomewhere. 

By-the-way. What will become of the vast quantity of 
unqualified men ? I personally know such an one (a cap¬ 
tain) who has been at least once, and I believe twice, prose¬ 
cuted by the Royal College—who have been granted com¬ 
missions? Will they be presented free, gratis, and for 
nothing with a diploma by our President and Council, or be 
given such high credentials by the Big Bugs of our Veter¬ 
inary Service as to enable them to settle down in opposition 
to Veterinary Surgeons (both “Tommies” and “Officers”), 

Silver Badge ? 

Sept. 5. - 

Scientific and Industrial Glass Ware. 

In a lecture by Prof. Sir Herbert Jackson, delivered 
at the British Scientific Products Exhibition on Sept. 6, 
the lecturer disposed of the fallacy that until the war 
we did not manufacture optical glass. Seventy years 
ago British lenses were famous, and now 95 per cent of 
what was used in this country was made here. Speci¬ 
mens which he had seen produced by an English firm 
during the past six months were finer than any he had 
seen from any other part of the world. We are now 
making finer glass for the laboratory, miner’s lamp 
glasses, thermometer-glass, opal glass, etc., than any 
ever imported from Germany. Forty-one million va¬ 
cuum fruit jars have already been produced by our 
makers and distributed. Sir Herbert has every confi 
dence that after the war England will rapidly regain 
and maintain her old position in the glass industry. 


Horses in low condition. 

At Woodbridge, on Thursday, 12th inst., before the 
Right Hon. J. W. Lowther, M.P., chairman, and Mr. 
H. F. Harwood, Sidney Abbott, carman, 8 Hand ford 
Road, Ipswich, was charged with cruelty to a horse at 
Grundisburgb,and Alfred Hughes, foreman horsekeeper, 
1 Crown Street, Ipswich, was charged with causing the 
horse to be ill-treated. Mr. Bernard Pretty defended. 

P.-c. Gray stated that when a pair of horses in a van 
belonging to Messrs. Talbot & Co. drove np to the Dog 
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Inn, at Grundisburgh, the near side bay mare fell ex¬ 
hausted, and examination revealed a number of wounds. 
On a later date Abbott, who was in charge of the 
horses, told Inspector Sheriff, rs.p.c.a., that he was out 
for the purpose of collecting empties. The mare had 
some wounds on the shoulder, but it was thought they 
had sufficiently recovered to admit of one journey • he 
had called the attention of the foreman to the condition 
of the horse before he started. Hughes, on being inter¬ 
viewed by Inspector Sheriff, said he sent two horses to 
do what as a rule one had to do. The horses were on 
rations, and all were in a low condition ; they were 
willing to buy them food if they could get it. 

Hughes, giving evidence, said he had had charge of 
horses for twenty-three years, and had now twenty in 
his care. He had not been able to get sufficient and 
proper food for them ; he bought the best he could get. 
He had won several prizes and certificates for the care 
of horses at the Felixstowe and Ipswich horse parades. 

Mr. William James Browning, m.r.c.v.s., said Hughes 
was a very superior horse manager ; he had known him 
for many years, and he had always taken great care of 
the horses under his care. 

Abbott deposed that there were only 35 dozen empty 
bottles in the van. 

The Chairman said the Bench decided to convict 
under the section of the Act which stated that if any 
person did any act causing unnecessary suffering they 
were liable. Hughes would be fined £1 and Abbott 10s. 

The fines were paid, but at the conclusion of the Court 
Mr. Hughes asked that it might be returned in order 
that he might appeal against the decision .—East Anglian 
Daily Times. 


Rabies in Devonshire. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries wish to inform 
Veterinary Surgeons that many dogs, including dogs 
taken to sea-side resorts by their owners, have been 
removed from Devon and Cornwall before the Order, 
which prohibited movement of dogs from these counties 
was issued on September 9th, 1918. 

The Board therefore suggest that Veterinary Surgeons 
take this fact into consideration when being consulted 
about dogs which have recently been in either of these 
counties, or dogs which have been in contact with such 
dogs. 

Dogs suspected of being affected with rabies should 
be placed in security and reported to the Police under 
the Rabies Order. 

Veterinary Inspectors of Local Authorities who sus¬ 
pect from the symptoms, history and post mortem find¬ 
ing that a dog has died, or been slaughtered on account 
of rabies, should sever the neck where it joins the 
shoulders. 

The head and neck should be wrapped in a cloth 
which has been soaked in a solution of corrosive subli¬ 
mate (1-1000), packed in a strong box marked urgent 
and sent by passenger train to the Laboratory of the 
Board of Agricculture and Fisheries, New Haw, Wey- 
bridge, Surrey. 

For purposes of identification a note giving the names 
and addresses of the sender and owner and a brief 
history of the case should be enclosed in the box in such 
a manner that it avoids contact with the damp wrapping. 

There should be no delay in making the post-mortem 
examination or dispatching the head and neck to the 
laboratory. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 17 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Scheduled Disease. 

Last month two events occurred which forcibly 
remind us of our constant danger from contagious 
animal disease abroad. Foot-and mouth disease 
appeared in East Sussex ; and a case of rabies was 
detected at Plymouth. 

We have become familiar with these incursions 
of foot-and-mouth disease; and there is, fortunately, 
no reason to fear that we shall be less successful in 
dealing with the present one than with many others 
in the past. The outbreak of rabies may soem 
more of a novelty to the public; but it will not 
surprise veterinarians. Only one case of canine 
rabies has appeared in England since 1902; and 
that one developed in the security of quarantine, 
thereby justifying our quarantine regulations. 
Throughout that long period of immunity the dis¬ 
ease prevailed more or less in France and other 
Continental countries, and only our rigid quaran¬ 
tining policy has preserved us from it. Soon after 
the war broke out it increased greatly in France, 
as was inevitable; and the subsequent develop¬ 
ments in cross-channel intercommunication must 
have afforded temptations ond facilities for dog- 
smuggling. Doubtless the present outbreak has 
originated in some transgression of the regulations; 
and we can only hope that any such that can be 
brought home to the perpetrators will receive the 
utmost severity the law permits. The maximum 
legal penalty for this offence is much too light, 
considering the issues involved. If all detected in¬ 
fringements are dealt with sharply, and the old 
preventive measures strictly applied whenever 
necessary, we need not fear a ro establishment of 
rabies here. Already there are cases confirmed in 
six dogs and one other animal, and other outbreaks 
may follow’ for some time to come—perhaps far 
away from Plymouth. At present, all practitioners 
should be on the alert against the possibility of 
rabies, especially in view’ of its diagnostic diffi¬ 
culties in its early stages. 

Our indigenous scheduled diseases remain much 
as they wore in the early summer. Glanders still 
shows a slight incroase upon last year, and para¬ 
sitic mange a very considerable one, both probably 
due to war conditions alone. In neither case is 
there any cause for anxiety. The figures of anthrax 
and swine fever remain satisfactory, and those of 
sheep scab fairly so. On the whole, we may heartily 
congratulate the Board of Agriculture veterinarians 
upon their record of work against scheduled disease 
through the last four difficult years, and upon the 
position they can show us to-day. We must not 
forget that the dangers from scheduled disease aro 
likely to become more serious soon after the war 
ends than they have been at any time in its 
duration. 


CHRONIC POISONING OF CATTLE WITH 
RAGWORT (Srriecio Jacobcea). 

History. Seven young Shorthorn cattle—three 
heifers and four bullocks, about 16 months old, 
all in fine blooming condition, were, in spring, 
turned out into a grazing pasture—second year lay. 
As the season advanced the field was practically 
covered with large growths of ragwort. In the 
second week in July, when they were in full flower, 
they were cut down with the mowing machine and 
left on the ground. About a month after new and 
vigorous growths were seen, and at the same time 
one of the heifers was noticed ailing. She was 
brought indoors when my son saw her: there was 
nothing much to be noticed, except she was very 
languid, had lost her bloom and her fine rounded 
appearance; temperature normal, no diarrhoea , in 
fact the fn'cos were costive —much too stiff for an 
animal on grass. The only symptom of note was 
that the visible mucous membrane, inside of the 
ears, round the anus and vulva were of a deep 
yellow colour. Owing to the extreme heat of the 
weather, my son considered the case to be one of 
bilious fever, and small repeated doses of sulphate 
of soda, and a few vegetable tonics were given. At 
present the heifer is doing better, but not up to the 
mark. The other six were now observed to have 
lost their bloom, were tucked up in the flank and 
not doing well. 

About the end of August they were removed to a 
fine flush meadow foggage. On the 16th September, 
after a very stormy day and night, one of the bul¬ 
locks was found dead in the field. The case was 
notified to the police, when I was called. I may 
here state that this was the first time I had seen 
the animals. 

After certifying that the case was not anthrat, I 
made a post mortem of the bullock. On opening 
into the abdomen, a quantity of brownish-yellow 
fluid was observed; the peritoneal covering of the 
abdominal viscera had a pale, wasted appearanob; 
the liver was of a slaty blue colour , very hard , (cir¬ 
rhotic) highly mottled, and gritty on cutting; the 
gall bladder was about twice the normal size and 
distended with a yellowish-green watery bile; the 
lining showed several small dark spots studded 
throughout. The first, second and third compart¬ 
ments of the stomach appeared normal, except that 
the cuticular lining stripped off readily in some 
parts, hut the fourth or true stomach was very 
highly congested, and the internal folds were of a 
dark bluish-pink colour and much thickened by a 
submucous exudation. The small intestine also 
showed several congested patches in different parts; 
and the urinary bladder was distended with dark 
yellow urine. 
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From the condition of the lining of the fourth 
stomach I concluded that the bullock had been 
eating some irritant vetegable poison. On investi¬ 
gating the oase the cutting of the ragwort was 
brought out, but whether the animals had eaten 
the cut, dried plants or the new growths I was un¬ 
able to find out. I may state that the cut plants 
grew very fast, and are now again in full flower. 

On referring to Lander’s Veterinary Toxicology 
—on Poisonous Plants, pages 224, 225, and H. C. 
Long’s “Plants Poisonous to Live Stock,” pages 
44, 45, I was convinced that the ragwort was the 
cause of the trouble. The post-mortem of the bul¬ 
lock agreed exactly with the conditions described 
by both gentlemen. I may, however, state that there 
was not, nor has there been, any diarrhoea in these 
animals. It appears that it is known in Canada as 
Pictou disease.—hepatic cirrhosis. Also in New 
Zealand it oauses considerable disease in sheep; 
whilst in South Africa, cirrhosis of the liver in 
cattle—Molteno disease, is also attributed to the 
eating of one of the plants —Senecio latijolius. 

I think I am right in stating that it is erroneously 
considered in the British Isles that ragwort is not 
injurious to stock; in fact, in order to prevent these 
growths it is a common practice to put sheep on to 
the pastures in early spring, just when the rag¬ 
wort makes it appearance above the ground in the 
form of a small bulb, before it breaks into leaf. The 
sheep eat these with much relish and take no harm, 
but as the plant grows, neither horse, cow, nor 
sheep seem to touch it. Is it not possible that the 
eating of ragwort may be the oause of some of the 
oases of chronic diarrhoea that carries off so many 
young stocks rising two years old ? 

Referring to this oase, the remaining six stirks 
have been removed from the rich fog and put on 
to some old laid grazing land, and the feed supple¬ 
mented by a little crushed oats and bran with a little 
salt every morning, and a small foddering of old 
hay at night. They all seem to be going on nicely, 
but are far from what they should have been. 

Perhaps some of the readers of The Record have 
met with similar cases, and it would be pleasing to 
have their view. I have related the case as I 
found it. 

Aspatria. Hy. Thompson, m.r.c.v.b. 

[Poisoning by Senecio Jacoboea was referred to in our 
issues of Sept. 1 and 8,1917, pp. 89-91, and 10ft, in con¬ 
nection with cases which had occurred in Ireland. 
Earlier it was noted by Mr. J. A. Gilruth. We reprint 
below the essentials of the note on the cases in Ireland 
for comparison. So far we have not seen any other note 
of ita occurrence: it is probable that cases have occurred, 
but have been wrongly diagnosed or left unnoted.] 

II Poisoning under natural conditions is a slow pro¬ 
cess, that is to say, an animal does not receive, and 
could not eat enough of the weed at one meal to cause 
acute poisoning. The poisoning is cumulative in its 
action; and with continuous doses the amount of poison 
which becomes available is sufficient in time to cause 
very serious symptoms, which often end in death.” 

14 It would appear also that animals which have re¬ 
ceived a toxic amount of ragwort over a certain period 


may seem healthy at the time when feeding on the 
material is discontinued, may nevertheless develop 
active symptoms of poisoning, and die at a later period. 
Thus, in the cases which have been investigated, some 
of the animals did not show definite symptoms until 
twelve days or more after the feeding with ragwort has 
been discontinued. 

44 In the early stages the animals have the appearance 
of being hide bound. Later they walk with a staggering 
gait, some appearing to be partially blind or heedless of 
where they go. Later they become very excitable, and 
will charge at anyone who approaches them. In some 
there may be diarrhoea, but usually constipation is so 
marked that it causes violent straining. The pulse is 
weak and rapid, but the temperature remains normal. 

“When death takes place in the earlier stages of 
poisoning the principal lesions found are inflammation 
of the mucous membrane of the bowel. The omentum 
is dropsical. Small haemorrhages are present under the 
mucous membrane of the bowel and in the pericardium. 
In acute cases the liver is firmer than normal and yellow 
in colour, the yellow colour apparently arising from 
fatty degeneration of the liver cells. In chronic cases 
there is cirrhosis of the liver, and in such cases the ab¬ 
dominal cavity contains fluid. This is not unlike what 
is seen in some animals affected with fluke disease. The 
lungs are congested. 

“There is no cure, and prevention resolves itself into 
removing the ragwort from the forage or eradicating it 
from the pastures.” 

PUNCTURED NAVICULAR BURSA WITH 
NECROSIS OF THE APONEUROSIS. 

In reporting these eases, I think the great factor 
of success was the use of an autogenous vaccine. 

The two oases ran a similar course; both had 
been treated by owners with poultices until the 
lameness became excessive; when I was called in 
there was a free discharge of synovia and pus from 
the wound at side of frog. 

Treatment consisted of thinning the sole and 
frog, and opening the puncture as much as possible. 
The foot was daily bathed in Jeyes’, a carefully 
applied antiseptic dressing was put on with a 
leather boot over ail. Excessive granulations were 
kept down with caustic dressing, CuS0 4 , when 
necessary. 

A swab was sent for autogenous vaccine, and the 
vaccine given for Bix consecutive days. There was 
distinct reaction, lameness and discharge being in¬ 
creased. Two or three days after the finish of the 
vaccine a portion of the necrotic aponeurosis about 
the size of a shilling was found in the dressing. 
After this, discharge gradually became less and 
complete healing quickly took place. 

By the use of caustic and the knife the puncture 
in sole was kept open, which gave a fairly free 
exit to the portion of the necrotic tendon. 

I do not know if practitioners in this country 
carry out the classical operation of resection: if so, 
I have never seen a case reported. It would be in¬ 
teresting to have the experiences of anyone who 
has done this operation for the cure of necrosis of 
the aponeurosis. G. E. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


The Physico - Physiological treatment of 
Traumatic Abdominal Hernia in the Horse. 

G. Mullie, in the Recueil de Mtdecine VdUrinairc 
for 1917, relates three observations upon cases of 
hernia of this class. The results of his treatment 
enable him to conclude that certain abdominal 
hernias may be treated easily and efficaciously by 
the elevation of the posterior third of the body and 
the observation of a reduced diet. This treatment 
is especially applicable to cases of traumatic hernia 
with posterior localisation and with a hernial ring 
of narrow diameter. 

The position, declining from behind forwards, 
which is given to the horse during the treatment, 
by its mechanical effects permits the intestinal mass 
to be directed and drawn towards the antero¬ 
inferior region of the abdomen. These effects may 
oause the spontaneous reduction of the herniated 
mass, and the consequent cicatrisation of the ab¬ 
dominal traumatism. The concentration of the 
diet, by diminishing the volume of the gastro¬ 
intestinal mass, is a powerful aid in obtaining the 
desired result.—( Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuarias). 

[This treatment seems well worth trial in suit¬ 
able cases, especially if there is a doubt whether 
operation is economically advisable.— Transl .] 

A TEST OF THE PRESENCE OF DEATH. 

The difficulty of ascertaining death with certainty 
before signs of putrefaction appear is well-known; 
and, though the subject is not so important in 
veterinary work as in human medicine, it is not 
without moment to veterinarians. Dr. Lecha Marzo 
has discovered a very simple method, based upon 
the acidity which the parenchymas, blood, and 
lachrymal secretion acquire in the dead subject. 
The test is made by plaoing a strip of neutral or 
blue litmus paper under the eyelids for some 
moments. In the dead subject the paper becomes 
red; in the living it is blue.— (Revista de Higiene y 
Sanidad Veterinaria). W. R. C. 

A REPORT UPON AN OUTBREAK OF FOWL TYPHOID.* 

By Walter J. Taylor, Assistant Professor of Veter¬ 
inary Science, College of Agriculture, University of 

California. 

Although fowl typhoid has been recognised as such 
in but few instances in the United States, we believe 
that in many cases of so-called fowl cholera, fowl typhoid 
was the real cause of loss and was not recognised be¬ 
cause this disease had not received the attention 
accorded to fowl cholera. 

Attention was first called to this disease in 1894 by 
Theobald Smith who found it to be present in Rhode 
Island. The following year Moore studied the same 
disease in Virginia, and the first graphic account of an 
organism as a causative factor coupled with a descrip¬ 
tion of the symptoms, morbid anatomy and the specific 
organism was presented by him at that time. He 
isolated and described an organism which he named 


* Presented at the meeting of the A.V.M.A. Section on 
Sanitary Soienoe and Police, Oakland, Cal., Sept., 1915. 


Bacterium sanguinartum , and which he showed to be 
the causative factor. He suggested the name “Infec¬ 
tious Leukemia ” for the diiease. Further investigation, 
however, has shown that the disease is not a true leu¬ 
kemia, but rather a leucocytosis brought about by the 
infecting organism. Curtice studied an outbreak of the 
disease in Rhode Island in 1902 and gave it the name of 
“Fowl typhoid.” This latter nomenclature seems to be 
more applicable and was accepted by Moore in a later 
publication. In 1913 Pfeiler and Rehse described the 
organism anew under the name of B. typhi gallinarum 
alcali facie ns. 

A brief history of the outbreak which led to the in¬ 
vestigation of the disease in California is as follows:— 
In the spring of 1912 a poultry raiser in San Francisco 
lost several fowls rather suddenly from a disease which 
seemed to occur sporadically, but which did not spread 
to other members of the dock. The birds of the flock 
were kept in small lots of 12 to 25 each. Seven or eight 
mature hens succumbed to the first attack. A post¬ 
mortem revealed yolk of eggs in various stages of devel¬ 
opment and all appeared to be ruptured. Considerable 
yolk substance was also present in the abdominal cavi¬ 
ties of the birds. The owner informed the writer that 
he attributed the cause of death to “ broken eggs,” and 
thought nothing further about it. The carcases wdte 
buried in one of the yards where the dirt was loose and 
no further trouble occurred during the year. 

At the time our attention was first called to the dis¬ 
ease the owner gave the following history:— 

“On May 5, 1913, I had 70 hens and pullets one year 
old and over, 6 breeding males, and 260 cnicksof various 
ages. The birds commenced to die about the 7th or 6th 
of May. 1913. The first to succumb were laying hens 
which bad been allowed to run'outside the yard and 
had access to the burial place of those which died last 
year. The birds did not seem to become affected in any 
regular sequence, but came down in bunches of 6 to 10 
at a time and at intervals of several days. The yolk 
condition noted in those which died last spring was 
present, also a peculiar pale condition of the kidneys 
which led me to suspect poisoning. The birds having 
been given quite a quantity of water cress for green 
food, I attributed this as the cause of death, because 
the contents of the intestines had a more or less greenish 
tinge. 

“ An interval of two weeks elapsed before any more 
birds showed symptoms, and these were observed more 
closely. The first symptom noticed was the drowsy or 
sleepy appearance of the affected birds. Soon after, the 
droppings became soft and of a yellowish colour, occa¬ 
sionally streaked with green. They were especiaUy 
green from one male bird. The birds showed a dis¬ 
position to stay on the roost, unwilling to move about, 
sleepy moet of the time, head down into the ruff or 
hanging pendent. They would be sick for 5 to 10 days 
then die. Both males and females were affected. 

“Post-mortem examination showed kidneys to be 
from clay to terra cotta coloured, sometimes streaked 
with red showing capillary congestion and the ureters 
were filled with a semi-solidified urine. Quantities of 
free yolk were present in the abdominal cavity of the 
hens and occasionally the mesentery would be dotted 
with dark spots. Still believing the birds to be dying 
from some form of poisoning especially affecting the 
kidneys, I sent the backs containing the kidneys from 
several birds to the chemical laboratory for analysis, 
but no evidence of poison was found.” 

It was at this time that the writer was asked to make 
an investigation of the disease. On visiting the place, 
July 25th, we found about twenty-five birds consisting 
of Rhode Island Reds, Barred Rocks, and White and 
Brown Leghorns, both male and female. Nine Rhode 
Island Red hens were sick at the time. The runs and 
houses were dry and free from any decaying matter. 
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The sanitary conditions were far above the average. 
The roosts and dropping boards were clean and the 
dropping board had been freshly dusted. The nine 
affected hens were housed by themselves and showed 
the same symptoms as those already described. They 
had been affected three or four days at the time we saw 
them. The most striking symptom observed at that 
time was extreme sleepiness ana a tendency to remain 
on the roost. Diarrhoea was present in about half of 
the cases. No young birds were seen, as they had been 
sold for slaughter in an attempt to reduce the economic 
loss as far as possible. Only a few of the younger birds 
had died. They appeared to be less susceptible to the 
disease than the mature fowls. 

In the young chicks, however, the disease seemed to 
be very rapidly fatal. A large percentage of several 
batches died in from a few days to several weeks of age, 
all showing the same symptoms observed in the older 
birds, and upon post-mortem no pronounced lesions were 
found, save a peculiar paleness of the intestines and 
kidneys. 

Disinfection of the pens was advised, also permang¬ 
anate of potash in the drinking water. Instructions 
were left to Bend the first dead bird to us for examina¬ 
tion. 

* Post-mortem notes. July 31. Adult Rhode Island 
Red hen in good condition. Died on twelfth day after 
symptoms appeared. Comb and skin about head pale 
and ansemic. Visible mucous membranes pale. Peri¬ 
toneum pale, and showed a yellowish exudate. Intes¬ 
tines pale, contents normal, oviduct somewhat congested. 
Numerous egg yolks .present, varying in size from one 
to *two millimetres in diameter. Some of the larger 
•yolks ruptured. Liver slightly enlarged, very friable, 
dark red in colour with darker red markings occurring 
in streaks. Indistinct areas of necrosis one to two milli¬ 
metres in diameter, colour of clay evidently under liver 
capsule. Kidneys swollen, of a clay colour with a few 
narrow red streaks on the surface. Spleen slightly en¬ 
larged, lungs normal, heart muscle pale with a peculiar 
irregular mottling of a light gray colour. Blood of heart 
all contained in auricles very thin and watery. 

Cultures were planted on slant agar from liver, ovi¬ 
duct and heart blood. In 24 hours the cultures from 
the liver and heart blood showed a growth of a short 
rod-shaped organism, 1 to 2 microns in length with 
rounded ends. Jt grew.singly or in pairs. It took the 
aniline stains but feebly showing a dark periphery and 
lighter centre. It did not take the polar stain shown 
by certain species of the ‘Pasteurella group. Cultures 
from oviduct mixed. 

(To be concluded) 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch. 1 

The quarterly meeting was held at the Qr&nd Hotel’ 
Birmingham, on Wednesday, Aug. 29. Mr. J. Malcolm 1 
President, occupied the chair : and the other members 
present were -.—Messrs. J. J. Burchnall, J. W. Conchie, 
J. Cormack, Gascoyne, F. L. Gooch. J. Martin, A. Over, 
T. Slipper, F. V. Stewart, R. C. Trigger; Capt. J. T. 
Whyte ; Messrs. S. M. Woodward, J. Young, and H, J. 
Dawes, Hon. Sec. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
the following -.—Messrs. F. B. O. Taylor, T. Thomson, 
S. J. Marriott, C- Parsons, R. L. Phillips, T. J. Brain, 
P. C. Woolston, W. E. Ison, G. F. Prickett, C. E. Dayus. 
R. Hughes, T. Ludlow, A. B. Forsyth, R. Over, ana 
others. 

The-minutes of the previous meeting were read and 

confirmed. 


The late Mr P. H. Qlbblnge. 

The Hon. Sec. said it seemed lately to be their inevit¬ 
able lot to mourn the loss of one or other of their mem¬ 
bers. Since they last met, Mr. F. H. Gibbings had 
passed away, and he was sure they would like to fc place 
on record their deep sense of the loss which the Associa¬ 
tion and the profession generally had thereby sustained. 
Mr. Gibbings had not only filled the office of President, 
but had regularly attended the meetings and won the 
admiration of the members by the good sense and sound 
judgment he at all times displayed when participating 
in their discussions. He moved that a letter of sym¬ 
pathy be sent in the name of the Association to the 
family. 

Mr. Burchnall, in seconding, said that he and Mr. 
Gibbings were fellow students and passed out of College 
the same year. He was a warm hearted friend, and the 
news of his death came to them all as a sad blow. 

The motion was carried in silence. 

Report of Council. 

The Council sat immediately prior to this meeting. 
The report contained a recommendation that the arrange¬ 
ments for the next quarterly meeting be left in the 
hands of the President and Hon. Sec. The question of 
fees was raised and it was decided to refer it to the 
general meeting. [The report was adopted.] 

The Veterinary Tribunal. 

The President referred to the compliment recently 
paid to the Hon. Sec. in appointing him a member of 
the Military Tribunal which had been set up to hear 
applications for exemption by veterinary surgeons. No 
man, he said, was better qualified to act in that capacity 
than Mr. Dawes, on whose sense of absolute fairness 
they might implicitly rely. 

Mr. Dawes thanked the President for his remarks. 
He said he felt it his duty to accept the honour, because 
his long official connection with this Association had 
brought him into personal contact with so many veter¬ 
inary surgeons. 

The Revision of Fees. 

The Hon. Sec. reported the result of correspondence 
between himself ana the National Veterinary Associa¬ 
tion on the subject of increasing their fees in view of 
the higher cost of living, the extra cost of drugs and 
transport, etc. The Association invited all affiliated 
bodies to discuss this question and to communicate 
their views to them, with the object of some joint action 
being taken, if possible, by the whole profession. 

Mr. Trigger showed the meeting a circular which 
had been placed in his hands, signed by the practitioners 
in a particular district, in which an increased scale of 
charges for visits, operations, inspections, medicine, etc., 
had been decided on. The new scale was duly specified. 

Capt. Whyte, Messrs. Woodward, Gooch, Conchie, 
Young, Martin, Gascoyne, Cormack, Stewart, Trigger, 
and the President and Hon. Secretary took part in the 
discussion. 

Eventually, Mr. Gooch proposed that a report of this 
discussion be sent to the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and to the National Veterinary 
Association with an expression of this Associations 
opinion that it is desirable in the present circumstances 
that the fees of veterinary surgeons should be substanti¬ 
ally raised, and that a note to this effect be inserted in 
the leading agricultural papers. 

This was seconded by Mr. Cormack, and carried 
unanimously. 

Case Notes. 

Capt. Whyte mentioned an unusual case of a breech 

E resentation in a heifer. He raised the hind qparters 
y means of a block and pulley and ropes attached 
above the hocks. It was then not difficult to put the 
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foetus back, but it required considerable force to bring 
it away—the force of four men. He then found on 
examination a big rupture in the superior surface of the 
vagina. He told the farmer it was a hopeless case; and 
was surprised to hear afterwards that she bad made a 
good recovery. He attributed that to the fact that the 
after-birth came away immediately after the calf; other¬ 
wise there must have been septic infection. 

He mentioned two remarkable cases of animal intelli¬ 
gence. A blind mare lost her foal, which had got into a 
thicket, and she came close up to the house and neighed, 
thus drawing the owner's attention to her trouble. 

He also saw a heifer which was in the habit of push¬ 
ing her tongue through the finger hole in the door, and 
raising the latch to let herself into the shed. The other 
cows used to make way for her to come up and do this. 

Capt. Whyte also related some of his recent ex peri 
ences in France. He was at one time in charge of an 
infectious ward and a case was handed over to him as 
one of strangles. It made no progress until one day he 
removed a piece of shell, and a quick recovery followed. 

On another occasion he had to treat a very vicious 
horse suffering from grease. It could not be attended 
to in the ordinary way, and no one dare go near it. He 
put it into stocks, clipped the hair off, washed with soft 
soap and a solution of calcium sulphide, and afterwards 
applied a solution of chloride of zinc. He afterwards 
sprayed the hind legs twice a day, and it made a complete 
recovery. He came across many cases of grease, and 
the veterinary sergeant told him the animals did better 
in the sunshine, where the sun got on the legs all day. 
He tried that with good results, the sun apparently 
having a drying effect on the legs.' 

At one time the weather in France was so hot as to be 
hardly endurable. One afternoon he was sent for to 
another Company to see a horse that was very ill. It 
was delirious, staggering about, and unable to stand. He 
diagnosed it as a case of heat stroke. The temperature 
was so high that it burst his thermometer, which regis¬ 
tered 100 degrees. He borrowed a bigger thermometer, 
inserted it and watched it, and the mercury went up to 
the very top. The animal died 20 minutes later, and 
when he put his hand into its mouth it was like putting 
it into very hot water. There were other cases the same 
afternoon, but not so bad, of course. An hour after¬ 
wards there was a thunderstorm ; he had the animals 
tied out in the rain, and next morning they were all 
right. 

He also met with a great number of cases of spavin in 
France. He tried the Dickerhoff treatment. He used 
the hot iron and burnt a hole in the centre of the 
spavin, varying the depth according to the size of the 
size of the spavin, ana made a few small holes round 
about. He did not blister, but applied a little anti¬ 
septic ointment, and except for one mule, every animal 
recovered. 

The Hon. Sec. said he had a very curious case now 
under treatment. There was a severe thunderstorm, 
and the groom saw nothing wrong with the patient at 
the time (a valuable cart horse of high courage), but 
next morning he noticed it was dull, lie (Mr. Dawes) 
was sent for, and when he got there he found the horse 
was deaf and blind and very stiff in its movements, and 
no action of its bowels for a couple of days. A little 
aloes was given and the bowels responded, and after a 
fortnight a peculiar thing happened. It looked as if the 
horse was suffering from mange, from the appearance of 
its coat. The hair began to come off, and in three weeks 
or a month the whole of the body was as bald as the 
back of one's hand. Mr. Malcolm saw the horse and 
could corroborate what he (Mr. Dawes) said. In a fort¬ 
night the hair began to grow, and the animal now had 
a very good coat. It could also see and hear all right, 
amHt had now, been turned out with every prospect of 


| a good recovery. It was extremely tender in the region 
of the poll, which seemed to be slightly swollen. tnoUgh 
there were no marks of injury or of the animal having 
been struck by lightning. 

He mentioned a case of a mare foaling in which, when 
he arrived the foal’s bead and neck were protruding 
through the anus and the feet through the vagina. It 
looked a hopeless mess. He pushed the head back again 
and delivered the foal, whicn was alive and did Well. 
There was an immense rupture. He was surprised to 
find that the mare did very well for about two months. 
At the end of that period, the attendant found her dead. 
Whether it was a result of the rupture he had been 
unable to ascertain. The remarkable feature of the 
case was that the mare should have lived at all in the 
circumstances. 

Mr. Conchie said a client once asked him to take a 
cleansing from a cow which had calved two days before. 
The cleansing came away, and a week later the owner 
asked him to look at the cow again. She did not get 
any better, and he afterwards put his hand in to feel if 
any of the cleansing was left, and all be found was a 
great rupture in the uterus. 

On another occasion a client sent for him to see a 
mare which had a very bad humour. The leg was 
swollen in two or three places. Some pus worked 
through the vagina. A fortnight later, what appeared 
to be a core had come between the stifle and the hock. 
Examination proved that it was a piece of bone (which 
he now showed to the meeting). The mare had done 
some chain work and it was supposed that through 
carelessness on the part of the lad in charge she had 
injured herself in some way. 

Mr. Trigger said he had found in parturition the 
most frequent cause of tearing was the breech pre¬ 
sentation. The cow died, to the veterinary surgeon's 
surprise, after she had apparently gone on well. That 
made him wonder, and he sought the cause. He found 
that the bone of the hock cut like a knife, going straight 
through. He had proved that by blood stained mark¬ 
ings on both hocks. That accounted for many rup¬ 
tures. He had only had two or three recoveries when 
there was rupture of the womb. With regard to raiding 
the cow's hind quarters, he regarded it as a risky 
experiment, although, of course, it might be used in 
moderation. 


On the subject of animal intelligence, Mr. Trigger 
mentioned the case of a pit horse which, the moment 
“ loose it ” was called (the signal to finish work in the 



Mr. Over produced for inspection the mummified 
f<ctU8 of a calf in exceedingly small compass. 

Mr. Gooch said be had in his possession two foetuses 
of a similar type which were in the cow for a,year and 
eleven months. He thought the cases of rupture that 
recovered were those where the rupture was in the 
superior portion of the uterus. 

Last Thursday, continued Mr. Gooch, he was sent for 
to a valuable Shire colt, for which the owner has refused 
165 guineas. He came to the conclusion that it was 
suffering from impaction through eating new oats. The 
horse was not tympanitic, but was full of pain. He 
treated the animal and was sent for again in the even¬ 
ing. To his astonishment he noticed what appeared to 
be a displacement of the double colon. He was tempted 
to puncture, but did not do so. Later in the evening 
he punctured, the animal being much worse, but the 
enormous pressure in the rectum was not relieved. He 
punctured from the rectum and was able to manipulate 
the bowel. He thought there was a half twist of the 
double colon. The moment the sag was out the colon 
resumed its proper position and the whole of the flatu¬ 
lence went out. Next morning there was distension of 
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the left side. He punctured again. The pulse was over 
100 and the temperature 102. There was no action of 
the bowels, and on Saturday he injected eserine sub¬ 
cutaneously. On Sunday morning he removed six or 
seven pieces of very hard faeces. Although there was a 
rise of temperature, he believed the animal was going to 
recover. He used a long trocar. He was of opinion 
they commonly used too small a trocar and canula. If 
he had a similar case again he should not hesitate to 
puncture at the rectum with the same trocar. 

Mr. Martin mentioned the case of a farmer who 
bought a heifer and walked it home several miles. He 
(the speaker) was sent for, as there was something the 
matter with the animal, and he noticed tympany. The 
animal died, and the post-mortem revealed a twisted 
uterus. There were gallons and gallons of fluid which 
had accumulated there as a result of the injury. With 
regard to breech presentations, he never hesitated to 
sling either mares or cows. 

Mr. Young produced for inspection a cystic tape-worm 
found in a Belgian bare. 

Mr. Slipper said that last spring he had two unusual 
cases in dairy cows which were seen by Mr. Malcolm. 
There were swellings in the throat, neck, withers, and 
fore legs. One animal died and the other was killed. 
There was no injury that he could see in any way. 

This spring he had three cases, in a haulier’s stable, of 
paralysis of the pharynx. They could not swallow, and 
just starved to death. He was wondering whether the 
food had anything to do with it. They were having 
mouldy hay and a large quantity of vinegar grains, which' 
were not fresh, but had been allowed to lay in a lump 
in the stable. 

He also mentioned a case of twisted uterus in a mare. 
He cast the mare, rolled her, when the twist was re¬ 
duced, the foal came away and the mare made a good 
recovery. 

Mr. Woodward produced the skull of a fox terrier 
which had suffered for some time from absorption of 
the bone, the bone being replaced by a sort of cartilage. 
He had three cases altogether, all in the same district. 
He had never seen such cases before. 

The President said he thought they might congratu¬ 
late themselves upon a very profitable exchange of ex¬ 
perience. With regard to the use of the spray in the 
treatment of grease, referred to by Capt. Whyte, he 
thought it was also now commonly used in the treat¬ 
ment of mange. It could be left to an intelligent stable¬ 
man to undertake, and he had himself found it very 
efficacious. With regard to twist he had seen more cases 
than he wanted to see, and it was generally associated 
with impaction of the stomach. Limiting the food to 
the proper quantity was, he thought, a good preventive, 
and one which could not be dwelt upon too strongly. 
Since he had given those instructions he had reduced 
the number of cases to a minimum. The cases men¬ 
tioned by Mr. Slipper were certainly very interresting, 
but he could not explain them. 

A.Y.C. Comforts Fund. 

The Hon Sec. said a copy of the report of the Army 
Veterinary Fund had been received, together with the 
reminder that the good work was still being carried on. 
He thought the Association would be quite willing to 
subscribe again, and he suggested that last year’s sub¬ 
scription of five guineas be renewed. 

Mr. Trigger thought that after advocating a 25 % 
increase on their own fees they ought to make a similar 
increase in the case of this subscription. He knew the 
Fund had done a great amount of real good and was 
very much appreciated. 

Several members spoke to the same effect, and all 
warmly commended the Fund. 

The Hon. Sec. said he was quite willing that a sub¬ 


scription of seven guineas be made by the Association 
to tne Fund. 

This was seconded in several places, and carried 
unanimously. 

The members then adjourned for tea before dispersing. 

H. J. Dawes, f.r.c.v.s., Hon. Sec. 


THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF ENGLISH. 

The note on “The value of the study of English” 
is taken from a review by E. H. Starling, F.R.S., Prof, of 
Physiology, University College, London, on the Report 
of the Committee on “ The position of Natural Science 
in Education,” under the presidency of Sir. J. J. 
Thomson, P.R.S. 

“Once we have rationalised our educational aims, 
natural science will fall into its proper place. But this 
place is not first in the educational nierachy. It is uni¬ 
versally accepted that the ‘three R’s’—reading, writing, 
and arithmetic—must form the groundwork of elemen¬ 
tary education. We do not recognise in this country 
that training in language and expression is a necessary 
precedent and accompaniment of all other education, 
and that we need a training in the use of our own lan¬ 
guage not inferior to that given in French in the schools 
of our Allies. Without appreciation of language clear¬ 
ness of thought is impossible, and literary form is one of 
the best guarantees of good reasoning. But no training 
in mere language is sufficient or profitable unless the 
mind is supplied with material to work upon. 

A proper training in language as the expression and 
symbol of things, the relations |of things, the relations 
of men, and finally of the feelings of men, while pro¬ 
moting accuracy of thought and judgment^ will minimise 
the hypnotic influence exercised on the inarticulate by 
meaningless catchwords and party cries. 

The very fullness and perfection of the English lan¬ 
guage make it, perhaps, the most difficult to master, 
even by those who are English by birth and upbringing. 
Most of us have felt how the defect in our school train¬ 
ing in English, or its absolute default, continually im¬ 
pedes the expression of our ideas, and prevents any rise 
out of the ruts of the commonplace. Even a scientific 
article could and should be beautiful in its fitness of 
expression, and it will not lose in its usefulness if it 
pleases the ear as well as satisfies the reason. The 
majority of our generation have not advanced in the 
writing of English beyond the stage which, under any 

S r system of education, ought to be attained by an 
igent boy of 14. But if by this age the boy has 
learnt not only to express himself with form and pro¬ 
priety, but haa also studied the structure and origin of 
nis language and the meaning of the roots, especially 
Latin and Greek, of the words which he uses, he could 
begin at 14 the study of Latin as something already half 
familiar to him, and in a couple of years could attain 
such a knowledge of this language as is at present reached 
only by a small minority after six or eight years of 
stupefying drudgery. Better still if, as Mr. W. Johnson 
advised in Sir Ray Lankester’s volume of essays, he had 
learnt French with his English. Each language would 
teach appreciation of and help in the study of the other, 
and the boy would be ready to play some part in the 
inter-Allied activities which will replace, we hope, for 
the next hundred years the present reign of destruction, 
terror and pain. 

The value of the study of English is strongly empha¬ 
sised in the Committee r s report, which also points out 
the advantage from a practical standpoint of a know¬ 
ledge of modern languages. But the report is chiefly 
and properly concerned, not with the reform of educa¬ 
tion as a whole, but with the changes necessary to give 
to the study of natural sciences its proper importance in 
the general scheme of instruction.”— The Lancet, Sept. 14. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Sept. 24. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the following 
awards in recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty 
in the field :- 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * 

Capt. Michael Francis O’Sullivan, a.v.o., s.r.— 
Seeing hostile shelling near the neighbouring wagon 
lines, he rode over to assist, and in spite of heavy 
shelling got all horses to safety in the coolest manner. 
Next night he gave great assistance in getting all 
ammunition away from a dump under constant shell 
fire. On more than one occasion subsequently he 
volunteered for duties of a hazardous nature. 


Extracts from London Oaxette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Sept. 27. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Hon. Capt. to be temp. Capt.:—E. C. Winter, 
F.R.c.v.8. (Sept. 6). 

Oct. 1. 

To be actg. Majs.:—Capt. R. C. G. Thwaytes, whilst 
holding the appt. of Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (Oct. 5, 
1917); Temp.Capt. G. Sutton, f.r.c.v.s. (Dec. 25,’17). 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt.:—V. Franklin (Aug. 14). 

Oct. 2. 

Maj. G. P. Knott to be actg. Lt.-Col. while holding the 
appt of Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (June 16, 1917). 
(Substituted for notification in Gazette, Nov. 19,1917). 

Temp. Lt to be temp. Capt.H. V. Dier. 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

Oct, 3. 

Lt to be Capt.:—J. W. Beaumont (Sept. 18). 


India Office, Oct. 1. 

The King has approved the promotion of the follow¬ 
ing Officer of the Indian Defence Force :— 

Vet Lt to be temp. Vet Maj.:—K. Hewlett (Oct. 2, ’17). 


Acorns as a Cattle Food. 

The following are from a column in Farm and Home, 
over the initials J. P. D. Some details are given as to 

a nantities and methods which may be of use in these 
ays of food substitutes: they are a distinct advance on 
the usual generalities on the subject. 

There is a difference in foraging for acorns and receiv¬ 
ing them clean and together in a feed. In the fields 
intervals occur between the finding and eating, so that 
there is time for mastication, and there is the exercise 
and fresh open air to be taken into account. Acorns 
should not be fed to swine in confinement or to sheep in 
folds. A sow with, say, nine rr ten suckers six weeks 
old might receive a couple of gallons a day in two 
servings the acorns being scattered on the straw ; older 
pigs in proportion. A pint a day for each sheep thrown 
on the pasture, or in troughs if they are on roots, would 
be a good ration. Fowls and ducks do well on them, 
and half-a-pint in two servings would be sufficient with¬ 
out other food, when they are at liberty: half the 

Q uantity supplemented with other food would be enough 
’ they are confined. Acorns are said to cause the eggs 


to become dark and discoloured. I do not consider it 
necessary to kibble them, although at first it might be 
necessary to crack a few until the taste for them is 
acquired. My hens eat them whole ; but they have a 
free run, and their eggs have not been affected. 

As the collected acorns are brought in they should be 
shot on the floor, under cover, spread to a depth of 
about six inches, and allowed to remain some days, 
until they “spear.” When the shoots appear they 
should be spread out quite thinly on a dry floor where 
there is a draught, the barn floor is generally a suitable 
place, and be turned over from time to time, until dry. 
This really amounts to malting, and greatly improves 
the acorns. They may be thrown into a big heap when 
dry, and will keep till summer. Acorns must not be 
heaped up when first collected, or they will heat and 
mould. 


Grading for slaughter—charge dismissed. 

At Newcastle Police Court, on Tuesday, 1st inst., 
George Storey Moffatt, farmer, Field House, Acklington, 
was charged with having sent into Newcastle for sale a 
heifer, which was to his knowledge diseased and unfit 
for human food on August 20. 

Mr. Frank Kirby, from the Town Hall, who prose¬ 
cuted, said the animal was slaughtered, and found to be 
in an advanced stage of tuberculosis. The carcase was 
condemned by a magistrate. 

Inspector Parker admitted, in cross-examination, that 
instructions bad been issued by the Ministry of Food 
that manifestly diseased animals might he placed in 
Grade 1 V and sent to a Government slaughter-house. 

Mr. T. Lisle Maughan, on behalf of Mr. Moffat, said 
his client had only done what other farmers had done 
in this and other counties. They had been pressed by 
the Ministry of Food to exercise ail economy in the way 
of foodstuffs, and to see that nothing was wasted. It 
was a well-known fact that diseased animals had a 
value to the country in respect of offal, etc. What he 
did he did with his eyes open ; there was no attempt at 
concealment. He did not subscribe to the view that 
this animal was an obviously diseased animal. 

Defendant said he owned something like 300 cattle, 
and sometimes he had doubtful animals. This was one. 
and he felt that the best thing to do was to send it to 
the Government slaughter-house. It was never in his 
mind that any animal that he thought was uot fit for 
food should be sent away to be used for food. He had 
only acted according to instructions as issued by the 
authorities. 

The Bench dismissed the case.— Evening Chronicle. 


Utilisation of Plum-stones for Oil in Germany. 

Examination of the stones of plums, cherries, peaches, 
and apricots gave the following results:—Air-dry stones 
in plums, 41 per cent.; in cherries, 77; kernels in plum- 
stones, 12 6 per cent.; in cherry stones, 22 9 ; in peach- 
stones, 57 ; in apricot-stones, 29 2 ; oil in plum kernels, 
37 38 per cent; proteids, 23 78 ; in cherry-kernels 3871 
and 28*01'; in peach-kernels, 45*45 and 2601; in apricot- 
51*43 and 28*36. Yield of oil from plum stones, 3 to 4*3 
per cent.; from cherry-stones, 4 per cent. Germany 
possesses 21 million cherry trees and 69 million plum 
trees, and the utilisation of the stones should therefore 
ay well. The stones can be cracked in a mill and the 
ernels separated by a solution of magnesium chloride 
or other salt of specific gravity, about 1*16, in which the 
kernels float. Plum kernel oil will keep for years; 
cherry-kernel oil becomes slightly rancid.—K. Alpers 
(Pkarm. Ztg ., vol. 63. p. 354, ex Pharmaceutical Jml.) 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

Tte Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

J. G. Cattell, i.c.v.d., Karachi, India £110 


William Fawdington, York 110 

Walter Gardner, Colmonell 2 2 0 

W. H. James, d.s o., Maj. a.v.c. 110 

C. J. R. Lawrence, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

Harold Leeney, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

H. P. Standley, Norwich 110 

William White, Birmingham 110 

Eastern Counties Vety. Med. Assocn. 5 5 0 


Previously acknowledged 1006 2 11 


£1020 16 11 


THE R.C.V.S. LIBRARY. 

_ Dear Sir,—Your leader on the above subject is very 
timely. Has not your tale of Rivolta a moral in it 
which, being extracted, amounts to the stressing of the 
French motto—“aide toi et le ciel t'aidera”1 
There may be other more important and urgent affairs 
than the welfare of the R.C.V.S. Library, but the ignor¬ 
ance in the profession concerning it must be appalling. 
How many of our members know what volumes are in it 
or how to obtain a sight of them 1 When was a library 
list ever published ? Of course, we shall be told that 
there isn’t enough money to publish one. If there is 
not, the natural corollary is to ask the profession for 
the money. I venture to write that it will be forth¬ 


coming if this is done ; and if it is not, then the library 
ought to close its doors and sell out. A real live pro¬ 
fession will have a real live library—with liberal rules 
and regulations.—Yours faithfully, 

G. Mayall, M.R.CV.S. 


Camel Feeding experiments. 

A correspondent writes us emphasising the fact that 
the experiments quoted (V.R., Aug. 24, pp.61, 62,) were 
carried out on camels which were suffering from Surra, 
and are therefore not reliable. This was pointed out in 
two places in the report, but possibly this reminder is 
not unnecessary. 


PATENT MEDICINES. 

“By Royal appointment." 

Registered Trade Mark — 

“Disease has found its master." 

I live in a small country town, and on each Market 
Day a representative of the above firm arrives—his first 
business is to visit all the hotels and public houses and 
distribute in the most conspicuous places the enclosed 
literature, not forgetting to place a nice blotting-pad on 
the writing table, with all the advertisements stamped 
across. 

I can only say that if we have not a Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon in the profession who is capable of making up a 
little stock medicine for the Royal Stables and Royal 
Homesteads the sooner we shut down the Royal Veter¬ 
inary College the better. 

“A Country Practitioner.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Rabies: Sept. 7th 1 ; Sept. 28th 6 (dogs) ; other animal 1. confirmed. 


Period . 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Month 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitio 
Mange. J 

Sheep 

Soab. 

(b) 

Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

fb) 

Ani- 

malB. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(h) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Sept. 28 

1 1917 

Corresponding 1 .q* 

* eekin 1 m2 ::: 

8 

3 

1 

8 



17 

30 

1 

14 

7 

6 

8 

6 

6 

8 

6 



i 

1 

5 

15 

11 

9 

20 

22 

20 

4 

6 

2 

18 

€0 

27 

9 

29 

118 

Total for 89 weeks, 1918 . 

/ 1917 

Corresponding I 1Q1fi 

period in j ;;; 

189 

219 

1 

8 

25 

67 

3592 

6792 

2C0 

1065 

428 

348 

400 

442 

396 

471 

508 

1 

24 

20 

41 

38 

35 

101 

68 

1957 

1758 

J632 

3739 

3950 

jl365 

404 

195 

163 

1793 

3536 

3163 

782 

8768 

13920 


| The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th Augoet, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed, (6) Reported by Local Authorities + Counties affected. Animals attaoked :— 

Beard of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oot. I, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Outbreaks 



- 

IRELAND. Week ended Sept. 14 

... 

... 

... 

... | 

... 

... 

1 

4 

... 

... 

( 1917 ... 




i 




5 

3 

6 

Corresponding Week in •! 1916 ... 

... 

... 


... j 

... 

... 

2 

9 

4 

52 

[ 1915 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... ' 

... 

... 

2 

9 

5 

32 

Total for 37 weeks, 1918 

2 

2 

... 


... 

... 

89 

208 

21 

63 

(1917 ... 

3 

5 



1 

1 

39 

281 

185 

1079 

Corresponding period in 41916 ... 

3 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

54 

lELiS 

234 

1358 

(1915 ... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

56 

| 305 

186 

1037 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 16.1918. 
Nora.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 































H Mecftlp Journal for tbc profession 

Founded by William Hunting, f.b.o.v.b. 


No. 1579 OCTOBER 12, 1918. Vol. XXXI. 


The Council Meeting. 

The proceedings in Council last week were full of 
solid business; and the report shows that the war 
has added heavily to the work of our representatives. 

Some of the business related to preparations for 
the after-war period, which, in view of the present 
position, are perhaps the more important. Among 
these, if adopted, the recommendations for financial 
assistance to students may do much to re inforce 
the supply of young graduates. Some special 
exemptions from examinations are also made, the 
effect of which will be in the same direction. Efforts 
for the release of students now serving are still 
going on, and, it is to he hoped, on all counts, may 
prove successful. 

The financial position is as pressing as ever; and 
the Treasurer’s few words upon it, with his esti¬ 
mate of the annual requirements of the College, 
put the matter squarely in front of us all. We have 
still much to do, if an adverse balance at the end 
of the year is to be averted. 

As usual—and we regret to have to use the ad¬ 
verbial expression—the Councilmen were too few to 
act upon the recommendations of the Registration 
Committee. This repeated delay in Registration 
work is not ortditahle. 

The report of the Sub-Committee upon the South 
African Veterinary Surgeons Bill is important, In 
some directions the Sub-Committee offers valuable 
suggestions, as, for instance the desirability of the 
imposition of a registration fee, the position of 
South African students now attending British Col¬ 
leges, and the period allowed for our members to 
give notice who desire registration in South Africa. 
The question of the South African registration of 
our members in the future is much more difficult 
and serious. Clearly, our Council cannot promise 
to recognise any diploma that may become recog¬ 
nised in South Africa; and the matter is pre¬ 
eminently one for adjustment. The suggestion 
advanced by the Sub-Committee seems a sensible 
solution of the difficulty. 

The General purposes Committee dealt with the 
letter from the Midland Counties V.M.A. on the 
necessity of raising the scale of professional fees. 
It is a matter over which the Council can have no 
direct control, but they have supported the action 
of the practitioners as far as they were able by an 
instruction to the Secretary to reply “ that this 
Committee concurs in the opinion expressed by tho 
Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Association,” 
and the report was subsequently adopted by the 
Council. 

Lastly, it is gratifying to note the award of the 
Steel Medal to^ Dr. Griffith Evans, and to read the 


accompanying tribute by Maj.-Gen. Blenkinsop. 
| Dr. Evans made his momentous discovery of the 
first pathogenic trypanosome so far back as 1880; 
but, though no one has ever disputed his priority, 
he has received singularly little recognition for 
work the value of which has long been universally 
acknowledged. The Steel Medal is all that the 
Council has to give for such work; it was first 
awarded in 1897, and it is almost incomprehensible 
that it should have taken the Council 21 years, and 
an award by another body—recently announced— 
to acknowledge the value of this piece of inde¬ 
pendent research. All members will endorse the 
award, and join in congratulating the long-retired 
veteran upon it. 

The Veterinary Tribunal. 

The first meeting was held on Wednesday, 2nd. 
A brief report will be found at p. 121. These meet¬ 
ings are open to the public, in common with those 
of similar bodies. The next will be held on Friday 
next, the 18th, at the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, opening at 2.30 p.m., not as stated at 

p. 121. 

Proprietary Remedies. 

A correspondent this week refers to this perpetual 
sore in another phase—the practice of some men to 
follow the lines of the advertising firms in the 
matter of flamboyant and lying labels. It is 
obvious that without the government stamp, the 
term “ Patont ” is misapplied. It is also obvious 
that the claim to cure a variety of diseases in differ¬ 
ent animals is an impossible one, and that the sale 
under these pretences is a fraud and the perpetrator 
a swindler. The term “ quack '* is far too loose a 
definition where serious issues are at stake. It 
seems more fitting to a stage comedy than to aotual 
life, since it carries a certain tolerant contempt of 
the individual rather than the condemnation of a 
cruel deceit. 

That some proprietary remedies have proved a 
distinct benefit is unquestionable—probably no 
better example can be quoted than Dr. Collis 
Browne’s “ Chlorodyne.” And no exception can 
be taken to legitimate profits on such productions. 

The practice of using flaring labels, in imitation 
of manufacturers of specious preparations of foods, 
medicines, condiments, etc., is not to be commended. 
They are examples of two arts—advertisement, and 
lying: and except amongst illiterate folk, they are 
calculated to lessen that confidence and esteem 
in which the practitioner should be held by his 
clients. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Ovine Cysticeroosis. 

Ransom published an important article upon this 
subject in The Journal of Agricultural Research for 
1913. For nearly half-a-century ovine measles 
was considered as a scientific curiosity rather than 
as a parasitic affection capable of causing real dis¬ 
advantages. Authors upon food inspection have 
attached only the slightest importance to it. It is 
an error, however, to believe that the affection is 
rare; for it is much more common than porcine 
cysticeroosis, which is a disease almost unknown 
in the United States. When ovine cysticeroosis 
has been carefully sought for, it has been found in 
a proportion of 2 per oent. In 1912, it was found 
in 20,000 sheep. It need not he said that if more 
systematic researches were undertaken, the propor¬ 
tion would augment considerably. 

At first it was believed that this parasite of 
ovines was 0. celluloses. When the disease was 
discovered in America, researches were made upon 
it, and the conclusion was quickly reached that the 
parasite is not C. celluloses , despite its resemblances 
to it, but really the larval form of a tapeworm of 
the dog, to which Ransom gives the name Tania 
orris. The question, therefore, becomes much less 
important from the point of view of meat inspec¬ 
tion ; but it is not at all negligible, for the flesh 
may be depreciated or rendered unsaleable by the 
abundance and size of the cysticerci. 

At first a diagnostic error was made with regard 
to specimens sent to Washington. From this it 
followed that, of 4,537 sheep slaughtered at Seattle, 
79 were seized in the belief that they were affected 
with C. cellulosa. Similarly, 224 sheep were con¬ 
demned at Chicago. The error quickly became 
apparent; for it was inconceivable that the C. 
cellulosa , which is so rare in the pig in the United 
States, only amounting to a dozen cases a year in 
hundreds of thousands of pigs slaughtered, should 
prevail to such an extent in sheep. The truth was 
elicited by experiments upon seven dogs. Five of 
these ingested ovine cysticerci; and the other two 
ingested the C. tenuicollis. AH the dogs, before 
ingesting the parasites, received castor oil; and 
their faeces were examined. In this way the new 
tapeworm was differentiated. 

As there is no transmission to man, the inspectipn 
need not be too severe. Where the infestation is 
only slight, seizure of the affected regions is suffi¬ 
cient ; but if the cysticerci are in excessive numbers, 
rendering the flesh repulsive, total seizure is 
necessary, 

The parasite especially affects the inter-muscular 
connective tissue. It is found frequently in the 
heart, the diaphragm, the masticatory muscles, and 
the tongue. It may be found also in the lungs, the 
walls of the oesophagus and stomach, and perhaps 
very exceptionally in the kidneys and liver. 

The cysticerci are usually in a condition of 
degeneration at the end of three months. 

It is possible for the parasites to escape the most 
attentive inspectors; but the disadvantage from 
this is very slight. Too severe regulations, order¬ 


ing the destruction of all affeoted carcases, would 
mean an enormous economio loss.' Careful search 
may reveal from 1% to 5% of animals affected. 

The prophylaxis comprises destruction of carcases 
and the treatment of dogs with anthelmintics. The 
taenia in the dog produces eggs about two months 
after infestation. Treatment of the dogs every two 
months is therefore indicated; though that may 
appear excessive.— (L* Hygiene de la Viande et du 
Lait), 

(Neumann, in his Parasites et Maladies Parasitaires 
du Chien et du Chat , published in 1914, mentions 
this Taenia ovis of the dog as having been obtained 
by Ransom in 1913. He states tbat it is a species 
allied to Taenia marginata , but gives no detailed 
description of it. He adds that the ovine cysti- 
cercosis which it produces, though common in the 
United States, is rather rare in Europe.— Transl.) 


■Ro^al College of 
IDeterlnar? Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Quarterly Meeting of the Council was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, 4 th Oct 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, c b.r., j p., President, occupied the 
Chair j and the following were present: Maj.-Gen. L. J. 
Blenkmsop, d.s.o., Maj.-Gen. Thomson, c.B., Messrs. 
Banham, Bradley, Carter, Clarkson, Coleman, Gainer, 
Lawson ; Sir John M‘Fadyean ; Messrs. Mulvey, Price, 
Share-Jones, Slocock ; Sir Stewart Stockman ; Mr. 
Wharam : Mr. G. Thatcher, Solicitor; and Mr. Fred 
Bullock, Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting and of the special 
meeting, which had been printed and circulated, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

It was announced that apologies regretting their in¬ 
ability to attend the meeting had been received from 
Messrs. Abson, Barrett, Brittlebank, Dunstan, Howard, 
McKinna, Sumner, Trigger, and Wilson. 

Obituary. The Secretary read the obituary list. 

Dr. Clamant Stephenson. 

Mr. Mulvey : Mr. President and Gentlemen,— 
Amongst the names which have just been read out is 
that of a gentleman who occupied a seat on this Council 
some few years ago—Dr. Clement Stephenson. He held 
a unique position in the veterinary profession, and he 
was a notable man in the North of England and the 
surrounding counties. He did good work for the pro¬ 
fession for many years; he raised himself by force of 
character to the very highest position ; and in his own 
immediate district he was called upon on numberless 
occasions to consult with his fellows. So highly was he 
esteemed that the University of Durham conferred upon 
him the degree of Doctor of Science. He was esteemed 
by all who knew him : he lived to a great age, and he 
has gone to his rest full of years and honours. I beg 
to move that a vote of condolence with his relatives be 
passed. (Hear, hear). 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Mr. President and Gentle¬ 
men,—Mr. Mulvey has so admirably expressed what I 
am sure are our common feelings with regard to Dr. 
Stephenson’s death that it is scarcely necessary to say 
anything further. Nevertheless, as an old friend and a 
very sincere admirer of the late Dr. Stephenson, I should 
like to be allowed to add a few words. He had attained 
such a great age, and latterly suffered so sadly from the 
burden of his years, that it would be affectation to pro- 
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fess regret of his death ; nevertheless it is very fitting 
that we should add a tribute of respect to his memory, 
and give expression to our appreciatian of the great 
work which he accomplished during his life. Dr. 
Stephenson was a man of extraodinarily strong person- 
hlity. No one could be brought into contact with 
him without being impressed with his great ability, 
his extraordinary energy and thoroughness, and his 
uprightness; and to all these qualities he added a 
charm of manner, a kindheartedness and a power of 
sympathy that endeared him to all those who were 
privileged to be his friends. Last, but not least, he was 
a great lover of his profession, and the evidence of that 
is found in the handsome bequests which he has left, a 
large proportion of his fortune being devoted to the 
interests of this profession. We ought to be glad to 
think that this will serve to perpetuate his name and 
his memory in the veterinary profession. All in all, we 
may say that he was a man of whom the veterinary pro¬ 
fession had good cause to be proud. (Hear, hear). May 
his example serve as an inspiration to the younger 
members of the profession. (Hear, hear). 

The resolution was carried in silence, all present up 
standing. 

Admissions to Membership. 


The Secretary announced that since the previous 
quarterly meeting the following gentlemen had been 
admitted members of the College:— 

London, I Glasgow. 


Mr. H. H. Allen 

G. Barnett 
R. W. Down 
C. W. Heane 
T. H. Jones 

H. H. Leach 

J. McCunn 

D E. MacRae 

K. S. Simpson 
W. A. Williams 

Edinburgh. 

Mr. R. L. Creery 
J. McAUan 
J. Judge 
H. F. Downie 
J. K. Irvine 
J. R. Rider 


Mr. A. L. Robertson 
Dublin. 

Mr. J. T. Alcock 
W. F. Fennelly 
T. C. Hall 
A. J. Kelly 

S. Anderson 

C. A. Ewing 

T. FitzPatrick 
T. J. Hurley 
T. Kelleher 
W. E. Little 

A. J. McCutcheon 

B. S. Parkin 
W. L. Smyth 

D. P. White 
W. Frazer 


Finance Committee. 

Mr. Lawson read the following report of a meeting of 
the Finance Committee held on the 4th October:— 

Chairman. It was resolved : That Mr. Lawson be 
appointed Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing 
year. 

The Treasurer submitted his financial statement for 
the quarter showing an adverse balance of £6 4s. 9d., 
and liabilities amounting to £86 7s. 5d. 

It was resolved : That the Treasurer’s statement be 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, togethet with cheques required for ensuing 
quarter and monthly salaries, also electric lighting, 
Corporation duty and telephone charges. 

Ojfire Furniture. The Treasurer reported that in 
order to provide for the increased work of the office he 
had purenssed a desk and a typewriter, at a total cost 
of £16 2s. 6d. 

It was resolved : That the action of the Treasurer be 
approved. 

Bonus to Secretary. It was resolved to recommend 
that a bonus of £50 be paid to the Secretary and Regis¬ 
trar as an honorarium for extra work. 

The President : I expect the Treasurer would like 
to say something on the report of the Finance Com 
mittee. 


Mr. Mulvey : All I can say is on the old topic- 
money. We still want money to cany on. Everyone 
knows the increased work that is being done in this 
office, and in order to carry on that work it is necessary 
to find the means. I may say at once that I consider 
the response, which now amounts to over £1000, that 
has been given by the veterinary profession to the 
appeal is an excellent one. Still, we cannot stop there 
if we are to carry on. Our expenses may be counted as 
somewhere about £1500 a year, and I do want to im¬ 
press upon those members who have not already sub¬ 
scribed to come forward with subscriptions. I do not 
know that I need add more, except that I want very 
heartily to support the proposal to give Mr. Bullock a 
bonus of £50. Mr. Bullock has done and is doing, a 
very great amount of work more than is really recog¬ 
nised by the profession. The work of the Tribunal, for 
instance, that has been put upon his shoulders entails 
innumerable enquiries. The details of every case have 
to be looked up, and the reason for the application for 
exemption dealt with. All this entails work, and I hope 
that the Council will unanimously agree to the sugges¬ 
tion of the Finance Committee that a bonus of £50 be 
accorded to him. 

Mr. Lawson : I beg to move that the report of the 
Finance Committee be received and adopted. 

Maj.-Gen. Thomson seconded the motion, which was 
carried Unanimously. 

Reoi8tration Committee. 

The' Secretary read the report of a meeting held on 
the 3rd October, which stated that it was resolved that 
the President be appointed to the chair. 

Mr. G. N. Tomlinsom, Member of the College, was 
summoned to appear on a charge of conduct disgraceful 
in a professional respect, namely, drunkenness when in 
in H.M. Service, and that he was convicted of drunken¬ 
ness by a General Court-Martial, and in consequence 
dismissed the Service. The Solicitor stated that Mr. 
Tomlinson had written that he did not intend to enter 
any defence or to attend the meeting. The Solicitor 
read the official record of the Court-Martial held April 
3rd. 1917, from which it appeared that he was charged 
with : (1) Drunkenness, (2) Drunkenness, (3) An act to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline ; 
and pleaded guilty to (1) and (2), but not guilty to (3). 
The finding was not guilty of (3), and the sentence to be 
dismissed from H.M. Service. The Committee find the 
charges proved. 

The Secretary reported that he had received no 
explanation from a member from whom an explanation 
had been required, and he was instructed to call upon 
the member to attend the next meeting of the Com¬ 
mittee to show cause why his name should not be 
removed from the Register. 

A report of the finding of a Court-Martial held on 
another member while serving as an officer in the Army 
Veterinary Corps was submitted, and it was resolved 
that the member be called upon to appear at the next 
meeting of the Committee to show cause why his name 
should not be removed from the Register. 

It was resolved that a prosecution be instituted in 
the case of a non-member using the title. 

Six other cases were considered [by the Committee, in 
two of which it was resolved that there was no case, 
while the other cases were adjourned for further 
enquiries. 

On the motion of Mr. Clarkson, seconded by Mr. 
Lawson, the report was unanimously adopted. 

The President : I am sorry that we have not a 
quorum at the present meeting to carry into effect the 
adoption of the report. I hope that at the next meeting 
there will be a quorum present. 

Dr. Bradley : I beg to move that the seal of the 
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College be affixed to the prosecutions ordered in the 
report. 

Mr. Clarkson seconded the motion, which was car¬ 
ried unanimously. 

Examination Committee. 

Mr. Mulvey read the following report of a meeting 
held on October 3rd:— 

It was resolved: That Mr. W. J. Mulvey be re¬ 
appointed Chairman of this Committee for the ensuing 
year. 

The reports of the Local Secretaries, Chairmen of the 
Board of Examiners and Delegates on the examinations 
held in July were read and approved. 

It was resolved : That the examination fees paid by 
the-following students who were unable to take their 
examination in July owing to illness be held over until 
the December examinations:—H. O’Leary, Michael 
Mfirphy, Wallace Anderson, R. Gregg, John Norris, 
J. Heffernan. 

Assistance to veterinary students after the war. The 
following report was received from the Sub-Committee 
appointed to consider what assistance, if any, will be 
required by veterinary students after the war :— 

Assistance will probably be required for two classes 
of students. 

1. Registered veterinary students whos$ studies 
have been interrupted while on active service. Many 
of these will* without financial assistance, be unable to 
complete their training. 

2. Discharged officers and men who wiah to enter, 
the veterinary profession, but whose means are in¬ 
sufficient to enable them to undertake the four years’ ! 
course required for qualification. 

discommendations . 1 . The award of scholarships 

te deserving students on the recommendation of the! 
Principals of the affiliated veterinary teaohing schools, 
after full investigation into the circumstances of eaohi 
case. 

There are about 140 students on active service. 
Possibly half of these will require financial assistance. 
Fifty scholarships of £50 per annum each, for one, 
two, three or four years as may be required, should be 
available. £7500 would probably cover the cost, 
allowing an average of three years as the period, 
required for qualifying. 

2. In the case of the second category of candidates,, 
wherever possible, having regard to the applicants’ 
general education, the conditions concerning prelimin¬ 
ary education should be somewhat modified. 

The General Medical Council recognises a number 
of teaching institutions other than recognised schools 
of medicine, as institutions at which medical study 
may be commenced. It is recommended that the 
Council, of the R.C.V.S. should in special cases, where 
for any reason the candidate could not attend for the 
first professional course at one of the affiliated schools, 
recognise his attendance at an approved teaching 
institution for courses in Chemistry and Elementary 
Physics, and Biology (Botany and Zoology) on the 
understanding 

(а) That the candidate submit himself for the first 
professional examination in the subjects of Chemistry 
and Elementary Physics and Biology at one of the 
centres of such examination arranged by the R.C.V.S. 

(б) That the whole subject of Anatomy to be taken 
at the second year’s professional examination. 

In view of the importance of maintaining the 
standard of education for veterinary surgeons, no 
reduction in the length of the professional course can 
be recommended except as indicated above. 

Students whose circumstances would otherwise 
preclude their giving up four years in order to qualify 
for the profession should in approved cases be eligible 
for scholarships of say £50 a year for four years, re¬ 


newable if necessary for a longer period on the 
recommendation of the Principal of the school attend¬ 
ed. The number and value of the scholarships should 
be determined by the Ministry of Labour in com 
junction with the Ministry of Pensions, bearing in 
mind tbe fact that the tuition and examination fees 
will amount to about £30 per annum, apart from the 
cost of books, instruments and maintenance expenses. 

Resettlement of Officers in civil life. Mr. Garnett 
reported that he had attended a meeting of the Re¬ 
settlement Committee under the Ministry of Labour 
as representative of the R.C.V.S. when Sub-Commit¬ 
tees were appointed, and other preliminary steps 
taken. 

It was resolved that the report be received and 
adopted. 

Educational Certificates. Nos. 1712-1721 were sub¬ 
mitted, and with the exception of Nos. 1716 and 1717 
were approved. 

Examination of student-prisoner in Germany. It 
was resolved : That the arrangements for the examina¬ 
tion of a student-prisoner in Germany be left in the 
hands of the President and Chairman of the Examina¬ 
tion Committee. 

Correspondence. An application was received from 
Mr. T. R. Thomas, a third-year student, for a special 
examination in Stable Management at tbe December 
examination 

It was resolved : That arrangements be made for Mr. 
T. R. Thomas to be examined in Stable Management 
and Manipulation of Domesticated Animals and Princi¬ 
pals of Shoeing Healthy Animals, by the- Examiners in 
Hygiene and Dietetics at the Class C examination to be 
held in December. 

An application was received on behalf of Mr. E. R. 
Ambrose, rejected in Class A in the subject of Chemistry 
only, and now in His Majesty’s Forces* for a special 
examination in Chemistry at the December examina¬ 
tions. 

It was resolved : That arrangements be made for Mr. 
E. R. Ambrose to be examined in the subject of 
Chemistry alone at the December examinations, and 
that if successful he be considered as having passed 
Class A examination. 

Correspondence with the High Commissioner for the 
Union of South Africa was submitted asking what 
exemption, if any, would be granted to Mr. J. Martin- 
aglia, South African student, who has passed his second 
year’s course at the Ontario Veterinary College, if he 
transferred to the R.V.C., London. The Secretary was 
instructed to reply that no exemption could be allowed. 

An application by Mr. J. Allport, medical student, for 
exemption from part of the four years 1 course. 

It was resolved: That the matter be deferred for 
further enquiry. 

An application by Mr. R. Bretherton, holder of the 
National Diploma m Agriculture, for exemption from 
the preliminary educational examination. The matter 
was deferred pending enquiries to be made by the 
Secretary as to the nature of the preliminary education¬ 
al examination, if any, required by the National Agri¬ 
cultural Examining Board. 

An application from Mr. W. Pearson, a soldier, for 
exemption from the preliminary educational examination 
in view of other certificates possessed. The matter was 
deferred for further enquiry. 

Recognition of Irish. Correspondence was received 
with regard to the decision of the Council to discontinue 
its recognition of Irish as an approved modern language 
for the purpose of the preliminary educational exam¬ 
ination. 

It was resolved : That the decision of the Council be 
adhered to, but that the Secretary be instructed to make 
enquiries as to the practice of other professional bodies 
in this matter. 
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Resignation of Examiner. A letter was received from 
Mr. H. C. Keeks tendering his resignation as examiner 
in Pathology and Bacteriology in Class C. 

It was resolved : That the resignation of Mr. H. C. 
Reeks be accepted with regret, and that the Secretary 
be instructed to convey to him the thanks of the Council 
for his past services. 

Other correspondence was submitted and the Secre¬ 
tary was instructed as to the replies to be sent. 

Mr. Shark-Jones: Is the approval of the reporta 
matter of great urgency to-day I It strikes me as being 
a very important and very comprehensive report, and it 
might be wise to circulate it to each member for dis¬ 
cussion at the next meeting, unless there is something 
very urgent about it. 

The President : Which part of the report are you 
referring to, the part dealing with assistance to veter¬ 
inary students after the war f 
' Mr. Shark-Jonks : Chiefly. 

The Presidknt : The circumstances in connection 
with that are these. A Sub committee went into this 
matter, and they reported to the Examination Com¬ 
mittee yesterday, and the matter was then thoroughly 
gone into. 1 myself think it is very urgent that this 
should be presented to the Ministry of Labour and the 
Ministry of Pensions at the earliest possible moment. 

Mr. Suare-Jonks : l am not taking exception to the 
report, but I only mention the fact that, in the case of 
an elaborate document such as that which has just been 
read, it is quite a usual request to make that it Bhould 
be circulated to each man who is called upon to vote on 
it However, I do not raise any objection to it. 

The President : In my opinion it is very urgent, and 
I think it should be presented as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Share-Jones : So far as applies to the curri¬ 
culum, it is simply and solely a war measure 1 

The President : That is so. It only applies to those 
persons who have served in the war, that is to say, since 
the 3rd August, 1914. 

Dr. Bradley : I propose the adoption of the report 

Maj. Gen. Thomson seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee. 

Dr. Bradley read the report of a meeting held on the 
3rd October:— 

Chairman. It was resolved: That Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley be appointed to the Chair. 

Sub-Committee on Veterinary Surgeons' Bill 
for South Africa. 

The following report of the Sub-Committee appointed 
to draft a report and suggested reply to a letter received 
from Col. J. Irvine Smith relating to the proposed 
Veterinary Surgeons' Bill for South Africa was received 
and approved 

The object of the Bill is to provide a Council of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons in the Union of South Africa for the 
following purposes 

(a) The admission and registration of persons as 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

b) Disciplinary powers with regard to them. 

c) Protection of the profession and public from un¬ 
qualified persons. 

There is no provision enabling the Council to make 
regulations as to the studies or examination of candi¬ 
dates, but the Governor-General is to prescribe (with 
certain limitations) what diplomas or certificates are to 
entitle to admission (Section 22). There is nothing in 
the Bill to specify length of course of study, or number, 
Mature, moae or quality of examinations. 

Diplomas'granted in the United Kingdom or a British 
possession are to entitle to admission unless the Council 
Mtisfy the Governor-General that such diploma grant¬ 
ing body has refused to grant reciprocal privileges to 
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persons who have qualified after examination in the 
Union (Section 22 (2)). This sub-section seems to be 
incomplete, but there is no doubt as to its intention. 
It will not affect the present holders of such diplomas if 
they apply for registration within one month after the 
passing of the Act (Section 22 (3)). 

It will, however, shut out future applicants having 
the diploma of the Royal College of veterinary' Sur¬ 
geons unless the College gives a reciprocal privilege, and 
this the Coltege could not be advised to agree to in the 
present uncertainty of the qualifications necessary for 
registration in the Union. 

The framer of Clause 22 (2) appears to have been 
under the impression that it was competent for the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to enter into some 
sort of bargain to admit holders of the Union of 8oUth 
Africa diploma if the Union admitted members of the 
College ; but the Royal College of Veterinary SuTgeons 
has no such power. Section 12 (1 and 3) of the veter¬ 
inary Surgeons Act, 1881, is definite on this point—that 
a recognised veterinary diploma is a veterinory diploma 
recognised for the time being by the Council of the 
Royal College as furnishing guarantee of the possession 
of the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient 
practice of veterinary surgery. The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons' judgment of what constitutes such 
a guarantee is evidenced by what is required from 
students before issuing to them its own diploma. ’ It is 
suggested that the difficulty might be met by the inser¬ 
tion of a similar clause to {Section 13 of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act, 1881, in place of Sub-section 2 of Section 
22 of the Bill. 

Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
resident in the Union will be disqualified unless they 
apply for registration within one month after the Bifl 
becomes law. The period is quite inadequate, especi¬ 
ally during the war, since some of those members are on 
active service in various parts of the world and might 
fail to learn anything about the Bill for a considerable 
time after it is passed. The interval ought to be at 
least a year 

At the present time there are in this country a num¬ 
ber of students who have come from the Union of South 
Africa in order to obtain the diploma of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Some of these have 
only passed the A examination and, therefore, cannot 
qualify till 1921, and probably other students are now 
on their way to begin the curriculum in October. Some 
of those already here were actually sent by the Union 
Government and have Scholarships to enable them to 
qualify. 

Unless the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
gives so-called reciprocal privileges to every person 
registered under the Bill in the Union, these students, 
when they qualify, will be unable to register in the 
Union, and it is quite certain that at least for years to 
come we shall not be able to grant reciprocal privileges 
(owing to absence of evidence regarding the standard of 
the teaching and of the examinations in the Union). 

This is a very Berious matter for the students in 
Question, and the Council ought to take steps to ensure 
that their future is safeguarded in the Bill. This might 
be done by introducing words to the effect that:— 

“ Notwithstandinglanything in the Bill, registration 
may be granted to any member of the Royal College Of 
Veterinary Surgeons who was born in the Union'of 
South Africa, and who at the date of the passing of the 
Bill was a bona fide student at a recognised Veterinary 
College in the United Kingdom.” 

It is suggested that some provision should be inserted 
for the imposition of a registration fee in order ta pro¬ 
vide funds for the carrying out of the provisions of the 
Bill. 

The Sub-Comraittee suggest that a letter should' be 
written by the Secretary to the High Commissioner for 
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the Union of South Africa setting out the views of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and that a copy 
of this should be enclosed m a covering letter to Col. 
Irvine Smith. 

Met tain appeal for Civil List Pension . Correspond¬ 
ence on this matter was submitted, but its consideration 
was deferred pending further enquiries. 

Supplies of Linseed Oil. The President reported that 
he had had an interview with the Chairman of the 
United Kingdom Linseed Oil Association, acting under 
the Ministry of Food with regard to the supplies of 
Linseed Oil for use in Veterinary Practice, and for 
agricultural purposes. He had made suggestions with 
regard to the disposition of the limited supplies avail- 
aDie, and a further report on the matter would be sub' 
mitted at the next meeting of Council. 

In was resolved : That the action of the President be 
approved. 

Clean Milk Supply. A. letter from the Director of 
Milk Supplies (Ministry of Food) with regard to veteri¬ 
nary fees for carrying out the tuberculin test was sub¬ 
mitted, and it was resolved: That the Chairman and 
Sir John M ( Fadyean be asked to draft a reply to sub¬ 
mit to the next meeting of Council. 

Veterinary Fees. A letter was received from the 
Secretary of the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association conveying a report of a discussion at a 
meeting of the Association held on August 21st, and 
expressing the opinion of the Association that it is 
desirable in present circumstances that the fees of 
veterinary surgeons should be substantially raised. The 
Secretary was instructed to reply that this Committee 
concurs in the opinion expressed by the Midland 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association. 

A letter was received from Major H. Q. Simpson, and 
the Secretary was instructed to reply that the matter is 
not one on which the Committee can make any recom¬ 
mendation. 

Mr. Share*Jones : I should like to move that the 
report be circulated to the members of the Council, and 
that the vote on'it be taken at the next meeting. It is 
a report of engrossing interest Personally I was some¬ 
what disappointed to find that the Committee have not 
so far as 1 gathered from the reading of the report, ex¬ 
pressed any opinion at all to the Council as to the 
principle of conceding this application, supposing the 
conditions in South Africa were favourable. I think 
that is a matter on which they might have offered some 
opinion to the Council. I think I am justified in asking 
that in the case of an important document of this kind, 
it should be circulated to the members before they are 
called upon to vote. 

Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor): May I suggest that there 
is some amount of difficulty in adopting that course. I 
do not know that this Act is not in operation now in 
South Africa, and no time should be lost in putting 
forward this protest. It is some time since the Bill was 
put in the hands of the Committee, and I think the 
sooner some protest is made to the High Commissioner 
the better, or we may find that, while we have been 
deliberating on the Bill, an Act has actually been passed. 
The matter seems to me to be urgent. 

The President: This is another matter that was 
referred to a small Committee. The Bill is a very 
voluminous one ; it covers many pages of printed matter, 
and it has been very carefully gone into by the Solicitor 
and the Sub-Committee which reported to the mafin 
Committee yesterday; and I think it would be detri¬ 
mental to the interests of the profession if the report 
were not passed to-day. 

Mr. Share-Jones : I do not wish to be disrespectful 
to the Solicitor or the Committee, but it does appear to 
me as though the Committee have dealt with this 
problem with the ultimate object of securing such 
evidence as they could possibly secure to refuse the 


application of South Africa. In the present state of 
International politics there is another side to the 
question, and it might prove ultimately very detrimental 
to the profession as a whole if the subject were not 
approached in a more sympathetic manner. However, 
I am not in a position to enter into detailed criticism of 
a report which I have simply heard read. 

The President : I can assure Mr. Share-Jones that 
such a proposition as he is thinking about, that is, 
reciprocal treatment, will come up in due course when¬ 
ever there is a College founded in South Africa which 
asks us to accept their members, but until that circum¬ 
stance does arise—and it is not probable, certainly 
within the next two or three years—I think this is the 
only action we can take. 

Mr. Share-Jone8 : With that assurance I am quite 
satisfied. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : May I say, as a member of 
the Sub-Committee, that I think Mr. Share-Jones is 
under a misapprehension as to the nature of the proposal 
if it can be so-called, that was submitted to us 1 As 1 
understand it, no actual proposal has been submitted to 
us. We were asked to consider the terms of this Bill, 
which introduces legislation that will affect members of 
the profession in South Africa only, and what we felt we 
had to do was to see that the Bill contained no pro¬ 
visions which, so to speak, contravened the interests of 
the members of this College. We have dealt only with 
the points in the Bill which seemed, so to speak, to 
touch our interests. It is true that in the Bill the 
expression “ grant of reciprocal privileges ” is introduced 
more than once, but, as we have pointed out, the 
expression has been used in consequence of a misappre¬ 
hension on the part of those who drafted the Bill with 
regard to what action is possible by us. But there is no 

uestion of being sympathetic or unsympathetic; we 

ealt with the situation as it exists at the moment, and 
as it is likely to continue to exist for a number of years. 
That is to say, we cannot make a bargain with the 
Government of South Africa that we will recognise, as 
the equivalent of our own diploma, a diploma that is 
not yet in existence and regarding the obtaining of 
which no conditions have been formulated, even in out¬ 
line. I repeat that there is no question of want of 
sympathy with regard to the objects of those who pro¬ 
moted the Bill. 

On the motion of Dr. Bradley, seconded by Mr. 
Clarkson, the report was then adopted. 

Publication, Library, and Museum Committee. 

Mr. Share-Jones read the following report of a 
meeting held on October 4th:— 

It was resolved : That Dr. Share-Jones be appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

Presentations to Library. The Secretary reported 
that since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
presentations had been made to the Library. 

Annual Repoiis: Veterinary Division, Union of South 
Africa, 1916-17; S. Rhodesia, Chief Veterinary Surgeon. 
1917 ; Board of Agriculture for Scotland, Agricultural 
Statistics, 1916, Vol. V, Part I, Acreage and Live Stock 
Returns Agriculture Statistic, 1915, Vol. IV, Part III, 
Prices and Supplies of Grain, Live Stock, etc. 

A Compendious System of Veterinary Instruction, by 
B. Bull, 1835 ; presented by Mr. W. H. Brown. 

Reprints : Veterinary Diseases and the Vicious Circle, 
J. B. Hurry (v.N.); Eupatorium Urticaefolium as a 
Poisonous Plant, by D. D. Marsh and A. B. Clawson, 
reprinted from Journal of Agricultural Research , 
Washington; Destruction of Tetanus Antitoxin by 
Chemical Agents, reprinted from Journal of Agricul¬ 
tural Research. 

Bulletins: Some Camel Feeding Experiments, by 
H. E. Cross; Dehorning and Castrating Cattle, by F. W. 
Farley ; Haemorrhagic Septicaemia, by H. J. Washburn; 
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Breeds of Light Horses, by H. H. Reese: The Four 
Essential Factors in the Production of Milk of Low 
Bacterial Content, by S. H. Ayres, L. B. Cook, P. W. 
Cleinmer : Some Notes on Medical Education in Eng¬ 
land, by Sir G. Newman. 

Calendars: The Ontario Veterinary College, 1918-19; 
McKillip Veterinary College, 1918-19 ; Indiana Veter¬ 
inary College, 1918-19. 

PerUriicaU: The Journal oj the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries ; The Journal of the D.A.T.I., Ireland ; 
Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics ; 
Re rue dt Pathologie Compared ; Journal of Physiology 
(per Maj.-Gen. Sir F. Smith); Rhodesia Agricultural 
Journal ; New Zealand Journal of Agriculture ; Journal 
of Department of Agriculture, Melbourne, Victoria ; 
Tlu Bloodstock Breeders' Review ; The Veterinary 
Re vine ; The Veterinary Journal ; The Veterinary 
Record ; The Veterinary News ; The British Medical 
Journal (per Dr. Bradley); The Educational Times. 

It was resolved : That a vote of thanks be accorded to 
the respective donors. 

Subscriptions to Periodicals. The Secretary was in¬ 
structed to renew the annual subscriptions for the usual 
periodicals purchased. 

Register , 1919. It was resolved : That the Register 
for 1919 be printed in the same form as for the present 
year. 

Publication of Bye-Laws. It was resolved : That 100 
copies of the Bye-Laws be printed, to be sold at a price 
to cover the cost. 

Oo the motion of Mr. Share-Jones, seconded by Dr. 
Bradley, the Report was received and adopted. 

War Emergency Committee. 

The Secretary read the following report of a meeting 
held on October 3rd 

It was resolved : That the President be appointed to 
the Chair. 

VeterinaryJTribunal. The following Order of the Local 
Oovernment Board was read 

In pursuance of the provisions of Regulation 54 of 
The Military Service Regulations, 1918, the Local 
Oovernment Board and the Secretary for Scotland 
hereby appoint:— 

F. W. Garnett, Esq., c.b.e., m.r.C.v.s. 

O. A. Banham, Esq., f.r.c.v.8. 

Hugh Begg, Esq., f.r.c.v.8. 

O. Charnock Bradley, Esq., M.D., D.sc., ch.b., m.r c.v.8. 

J. Clarkson, Esq., m.r.C.v.s. 

H. J. Dawes, Esq., f.r.c.v.8. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Esq., ll.d., M.B., c.M., B.sc., m.r.c.v.8. 

W. J. Mulvey, Esq., f.r.c.v.s. 

S. H. Slocock, Esq., F.R.c.v.8. 

J. Willett, Esq., M.R.C.V.8. 

P. Wilson, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

W. Woods, Esq., f.r.c.v.8. 

to be a Special Tribunal (hereinafter called the Veter¬ 
inary Tribunal) for the purpose of dealing, on and after 
the twenty-eighth day 01 August, 1918, with any appli¬ 
cation, or request for leave to make application, for the 
grant, renewal, variation or withdrawal of a certificate 
of exemption to, or held by, any man (not being a duly 
qualified medical practitioner), who is a qualified veter¬ 
inary surgeon registered under the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act, 1881. F. W. Garnett, Esq., c.b.e.. m.r.c.v.s., is 
hereby appointed to be Chairman of the Veterinary 
Tribunal. 

And the Local Government Board and the Secretary 
for Scotland direct that the powers, functions and pro¬ 
cedure of the Veterinary Tribunal in relation to the 
matters aforesaid shall be the same as those of an 
Appeal Tribunal when dealing with applications, or 
request for leave to make application, made direct to 


them under the Military Service Regulations, 1918, as 
amended by subsequent Regulations. 

Dated this twenty-first day of August, 1918, 

W. Hayes Fisher, 

President of the Local Govt. Board. 
Robert Munro, 

His Majesty’s Secretary for Scotland. 

Exemption and Release of Veterinary Students. The 
Secretary reported that he had had an interview at the 
Ministry of National Service with regard to the ques¬ 
tion of the release and exemption of veterinary students, 
and had supplied the Ministry with full particulars 
respecting the names, addi esses, ages and medical grades 
of all registered veterinary students, making the request 
that the students at present registered in the Colleges 
should be made exempt from military service irrespec¬ 
tive of age and medical category, and that bona fide 
veterinary students now service with the colours should 
be demobilised to complete their studies. 

It was resolved : That the action of the Secretary be 
approved. 

On the motion of the President the report was unani¬ 
mously adopted. 

The President : There is one thing I omitted at the 
Special Meeting we held about the formation of the 
Veterinary Tribunal, and th it was to ask the permission 
of the Council that Mr. Bullock might be allowed to 
serve as Clerk to that Tribunal. I take it that it is 
your wish that that be so. (Agreed to.) 

Honours and Prizes Committee. 

Mr. Banham read the following report of a meeting 
held on October 4th 

It was resolved : That Mr. Banham be appointed to 
the Chair. 

Fiiz Wygram Prize. The Secretary read the report of 
the Auditors on the number of marks gained by the 
students eligible for the FityWygram prizes, from which 
it appeared that Mr. T. Kelleher of the Royal Veteri¬ 
nary College, Ireland, reached the first place with 773 
marks, ana Mr. J. McCunn of the Royal Veterinary 
College, London, reach the second place with 731 marks. 

It was resolved : That the FitzWygram Prizes, 1918, 
be awarded First Prize, T. Kelleher ; Second Prize, 
J. McCunn. 

Steel Memorial Medal. It was resolved to re¬ 
commend : That the Steel Memorial Medal be awarded 
to Dr. Griffith J. Evans, m.b., c.m., m.r.c.v.8. 

Honorary Associates. Recommendations for election 
as Honorary Associates were submitted and considered. 
It was resolved : That the matter be deferred for the 
time being. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : There is one matter arising 
in connection with the report that has just been read 
that I should like to raise, and that is the question 
whether we have the power, and if we have the power 
whether we should exercise it, of suspending the award 
of these prizes until the conclusion of the war, until the 
size of the classes becomes normal. 1 am sorry to have 
to admit that, if there is any force in the remarks which 
1 am making, I ought to have made them sooner, but I 
think everyone who considers the position would admit 
that things have really become absurd, that is to say 
the number of students eligible for these prizes is so 
small as to deprive their award of any honour. I would 
suggest that we should find out whether we have the 
power and whether we should exercise it. If we have 
no power of course We cannot exercise it. I would 
suggest that the matter be referred to the Examination 
Committee. 

The President : I think that is the beet thing to do. 

Sir John M ( Fadyean : What I mean is that when 
there are only a quarter of the candidates that used to 
be eligible, it is not much of an honour to gain the 
prize. 
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The President : It is set out in the bequest that two 
prizes shall be awarded in the month of August of each 
year, but I think it might be quite possible, with the 
consent of the Charity Commissioners, to withhold the 
giviftg of them during the period of the war, or some¬ 
thing like that. I quite agree'that the size of the 
classes is simply absurd. 

Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor): I would not like to 
express a view on the matter at present until I have 
more carefully considered it. 

Mr. Gaiger : Should we not. if we defer the award 
until after the war, also set a limit for a minimum of 
marks, taking the average obtained for the last twenty 
years, otherwise you may be doing injustice to a brilliant 
student 1 

The President : We cannot do that because the 
prizes are given to the students obtaining the highest 
number of marks awarded for certain examinations. If 
the matter is referred to the Examination Committee 
Mr. Thatcher has promised to go into the legal aspects 
of the matter and see what we can do with regard to the 
views expressed. I think we might leave it in that way ; 
it will be much the best way of dealing with it. 

Major-General Blenkinsop : It is a great pleasure to 
me to hear that the Council proposes to award the Steel 
Memorial medal to a gentleman who has done for this 
profession probably one of the biggest things that has 
ever been done for it. Dr. Griffith Evans was in Army 
veterinary service in India, and he was the first man to 
find the pathogenic trypanosomes in animals, which are 
now at tne present time giving an enormous amount of 
trouble in India. He led all the scientific world on this 
one point, and I think this is quite the proper time 
when we should say something as a Council of the 
great work this officer has done for the profession as a 
whole. 

On the motion of Mr. Baoham, seconded by Mr. 
Clarkson, the report of the Committee*was unanimously 
adopted, it was also agreed that the question raised by 
Bir John M‘Fadyean should be referred to the Exam¬ 
ination Committee. 

Secretaries of Board of Examiners in Scotland* 
Liverpool and Ireland. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
Banham, it was unanimously resolved that Mr. Black- 
hurst, Mr. Archibald Burt, and Mr. Finlay Kerr, should 
be re-appointed to the positions they at present hold. 

Notices of Motion. 

The President : I give notice of the following altera¬ 
tion to Bye-law 61 

After the first clause to add the words “ Together 
with a certificate of birth.” 

Also an addition to the Bye-law of the following 
words:—“ In any special circumstances arising in 
connection with the war, exemptions or other concess¬ 
ions may be granted by the Council on the recommend¬ 
ation of the Examination Committee to any person who 
has served in one of His Majesty’s Forces since the 3rd 
day of August, 1914.” 

Prof. S. H. Gaiger : I beg to give notice of the 
following alteration of Bye-law 63a, that it shall read as 
follows “ (a) A course of not less than 80 lectures on 
the Pathology, Bacteriology and Protozoology of the 
domesticated animals. 

(6) Practical Pathology. A practical course extending 
to not less than 40 hours’ instruction on the Pathology, 
Bacteriology and Protozoology of the domesticated 
animals.” 

Mr. Mulvey : I beg to give notice that at the next 
meeting of Council I shall move the following alteration 
to Bye-law 62a : — 

“(1) A student who has obtained a degree in Arts, 
Science, or Medicine, or a degree or diploma in Agri¬ 


culture granted by a University situate within the 
United Kingdom, or by any Other body whose degree or 
diploma in Agriculture is approved for the time being 
by the Council on the recommendation of the Exam¬ 
ination Committee, or the diploma of Licentiate of one 
of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons, or of one of the 
Royal Colleges of Physicians, and who in procuring any 
such degree or diploma passed an examination in 
Chemistry and also in Biology, Zoology or Botany, shall 
be exempted from his A or first professional examina¬ 
tion, and the bye-laws and regulations in respect thereof, 
and shall be entitled in all respects to the rights and 
privileges which the passiug of such examination ordin¬ 
arily confers, provided always that such: student so ex¬ 
empted shall be examined in the whole subject of 
Anatomy in the Class B examination. 

(2) A student possessing a degree or diploma of alike 
import or denomination to one of those enumerated in 
paragraph 1 hereof, but granted by a University or other 
examining or licensing authority other than those men¬ 
tioned in paragraph 1 shall, if the Council declare its 
sufficiency for exemption, thereupon become entitled in 
all respects to such exemptions, rights and privileges as 
are defined in paragraph 1 of this bye-law.” 

V.V.B. Fund—Registered Qfpkje. 

The Secretary : I am requested, on behalf of the 
Council of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, to 
ask this Council for permission to display a* notice out¬ 
side this building to the effect that the registered offices 
of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, Incorpor¬ 
ated are at this address. It is necessary to display such 
a notice as soon as the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund becomes incorporated under the Companies Con¬ 
solidation Acts. 

Mr. Mulvey : That means a brass plate on the door 
outside 1 

Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor): It may be put up any¬ 
where there. 

The President : Subject to the approval of the 
Treasurer, I think we might grant that request. l There 
will be nothing objectionable about it in any way. 

Permission was then granted in the termB desired. 

This concluded the proceedings of the Quarterly 
Meeting of Council. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 

Immediately following the quarterly meeting, a 
Special Meeting of Council was held, presided over by 
the President, Mr. F. W. Garnett, c.b.e., j.p., and the 
same members were present as at the quarterly meeting. 

The Minutes of the last Special Meeting, which had 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Alteration to Bye-law 80. 

Sir Stewart Stockman moved the following altera¬ 
tion to Bye-law 80, of which he had given due notice. 

“ Each candidate for the office of Examiner shall, at 
least fourteen days before the election, intimate in 
writing to the Secretary his willingness to be appointed, 
and submit with his appliestion a statement of 1 his 
qualifications ...” 

The remainder of the Bye-law to stand as at present. 

He said : Bye-law 80 as it stands at present is some¬ 
what ungrammatical. It contains a rather anomalous 
provision, namely, that a candidate for examinership for 
this College can apply through a member of the College 
instead of to the Secretary. The amendment which I 
now propose aims at altering that, sd that any candidate 
for an examinership will apply directly to the Secretary, 
saying that he is willing to be appointed, and submitting 
with his application a statement of his qualifications. I 
beg to move the alteration. 
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Sir John MTadyean seconded the motion, which 
«m carried unanimously. 

Alteration to Bye-law 62a. Mr. Mulvey : I rise to 
ask permission to withdraw the notice of motion 
which I have given. 

The President: I take it that the Council will grant 
that request. (Agreed to). 

The notice given by Mr. Mulvey for the alteration of 
Bye-law 62a was as follows 

(1) A student who has obtained a degree in Arts, 
Science or Medicine, or a degree or diploma in Agricul¬ 
ture granted by a University situate within the United 
Kingdom, or by the Joint Examining Board of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England and the High¬ 
land and Agricultural Society of Scotland, or by any 
other body whose degree or diploma in Agriculture is 
approved for the time being by the Council on the re¬ 
commendation of the Examination Committee, or the 
diploma of Licentiate of one of the Royal Colleges of 
Surgeons, or one of the Royal Colleges of Physicians, 
and who in procuring any such degree or diploma passed 
an examination in Chemistry and also in Biology, 
Zoology or Botany, shall be exempted from his A or first 
professional examination, and the bye-laws and regula¬ 
tions in respect thereof, and shall be entitled in all re¬ 
spects to the rights and privileges which the passing of 
such examination ordinarily confers, provided always 
that such student so exempted shall be examined in the 
whole subject of Anatomy in the Class B examinaiton. 

(2) A student possessing a degree or diploma of a like 
import or denomination to one of those enumerated in 
paragraph 1 hereof, but granted by a University or 
other examining or licensing authority other than those 
mentioned in paragraph 1 shall, if the Council declare 
its sufficiency for exemption, thereupon become entitled 
in all respects to such exemptions, rights and privileges 
as are defined in paragraph 1 of this bye-law. In any 
other special circumstances arising in connection with 
the war, exemption under this bye-law may be granted 
fajr the Council on the recommendation of the Examina¬ 
tion Committee. 

It was agreed that the Confirmatory Meeting of the 
Council should be held on Friday, the 18th inst. 

The Steel Memorial Medal . The President : With 
regard to the award of the Steel Memorial Medal to Dr. 
Griffith Evans, it is almost certain he will not be able to 
attend at this Council. He is a very old gentleman 
and is confined to the house, And in the event of his 
saying that he cannot attend, I take it that it is yonr 
wish that the Medal shonld be sent to him with a suit¬ 
able letter. 

Mr. Ban ham : I propose that. 

Mr. Carter seconded the motion, which was carried 
ananimously. 

A hearty vote of thanks having been accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the Chair, the meeting 
terminated. 


THE VETERINARY TRIBUNAL 

The first meeting of the Veterinary Tribunal was held 
at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Wednesday, 
October 2nd, 1918, when all the members were present, 
the chair being occupied by Mr. Frank W. Garnett, 

C.B.E., M.R.C.V.8. 

The Secretary read the Order constituting the 
Tribunal, a copy of which has already been published. 

On the proposition of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. 
Dawes, it was unanimously resolved that Mr. W. J. 
Mulvey, r.R.c.v.8., be appointed Deputy Chairman of 
the Tribunal. 


The Chairman proposed, and it was <unanimously 
carried, that Mr. F. Bullock, f.c.ls., be appointed Sec¬ 
retary to the Tribunal. 

The general question as to the sources of supply of 
duly qualified veterinary surgeons, either for com¬ 
missions in the A.V.C., or for substitutes to release 
younger men now in civil practices in order that they 
may be rendered available for commissions, was con¬ 
sidered, and a recommendation was passed urging the 
importance of the release and exemption of veterinary 
students in order that they may continue their studies 
and complete their qualification. 

The Secretary was instructed to report to the National 
Service Representative all cases coming under his notice 
where exemption has been granted by Local Tribunals 
to unregistered persons acting as veterinary practitioners 

The following cases were then dealt with :— 

Mr. A. M. Wylie, m.r.c.v.s., of The Dell, Grays, Essex, 
Temporary exemption for three months was granted. 

Mr. W. Crawford, m.r.c.v.s., of 155 Wood house Lane, 
Leeds. The National Service Representative’s appeal 
was dismissed, and a temporary exemption for six 
months was granted. 

Mr. A. J. Horner, m.r.c.v.s., Evelyn House, Witham, 
Essex. Temporary exemption for six raonthsn was 
granted. 

Mr. G. H. Williams, m.r.c.v.s., of 2 Langley Road, 
Chippenham. Temporary exemption for six months 
was granted. 

In each case exemption was also granted from train¬ 
ing with the Volunteers. 

Next Meeting. 

The next meeting of the Veterinary Tribunal will be 
held at 10 Red Lion Square, on Friday, 18th October, 
at 11 a.m. 

The Tribunal is open to the public : as all other such 
tribunals. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 


G. A. Banham, Cambridge 


(1914-15-16-17 -1H) 

£5 

5 

0 

II . B. Dier, East Grinstead 

1 

1 

0 

D. A. Gillmor, Capt. a.v.c. 

1 

l 

0 

G. Goodliff, Capt. a.a.v.c. 

B. A. Jarvis, Capt. a.v.c. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

J. Littler, Oakham, Rutland 

1 

1 

0 

G. R. McCall, Capt. s. a.v.c. 

1 

1 

0 

Sir John M‘Fadyean, R. V. Coll. 

5 

5 

0 

R. C. C. Thwaytes, Maj. a.v.c. 

1 

1 

0 

Vety. Offs, of the E. Afr. Protectorate 
Serv. and the E. Afr. Vety. Cps: 
O. Dixon, M.c. (1916 17 18) 

3 

7 

6 

W. Kearney 

1 

2 

6 

A. W. Carter 

1 

2 

6 

T. C. Bradshaw 

1 

2 

6 

W. Kennedy, D.s 0. 

1 

2 

6 

M. H. Reid 

1 

2 

6 

F. J. McCall, m.c. 

1 

2 

6 

F. J. Sheedy, Capt. e.a.v.c. 

1 

2 

6 

G. N. Hall, Capt. e. a.v.c. 

1 

2 

6 

W. W. Henderson, Capt. e.a.v.c. 

1 

2 

6 

Previously acknowledged 1020 

16 

11 

£1052 

3 

11 
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“WHO IS TO BLAME I” 

To the Editor , “ The Veterinary Record." 

Dear Sir,- There is one aspect of the insurance of 
live stock in which we as veterinary surgeons are some¬ 
times placed in an awkward position—I refer to the 
granting of post-mortem certificates on non-inspected 

animals. , . . , . , 

Take, for instance, a horse that is insured without 
veterinary examination. The animal is taken ill ; the 
owner—a good client, sends for his veterinary surgeon, 
treatment is adopted, but it is a serious case and the I 
animal dies. Or take another case in which the veteri¬ 
nary surgeon is only called in to make a post mortem 
and report. In the policy the age is given as ten years, 
and the insured value is £ 80 . 

The veterinary surgeon finds the horse is not less than 
eighteen years of age, and in his opinion the insured 
value £ 50 . How is he to act] Is the vety. surgeon to 
adhere to his opinion in giving a certificate and thus 
play into the hands of the insurance company, so that 
they can squabble over the claim, and for himself the 
possible loss of a good client; or is he to squash his 
opinion and follow the lines of the policy ] 

„ Cases of this kind are of frequent occurrence. Person¬ 
ally I try to follow the lines of the policy as far as 
possible, on the principle that if an insurance company 
takes on such a risk, they are quite liable to pay in the 
event of a claim. 

However, this state of affairs should not exist, no 
animal should be insured unless a veterinary report has 
been furnished. Of course, this is a matter for the 
insurance companies only ; if they let themselves in for 
bogus claims tne only one to benefit is the insurant. 

“ Puzzled.” 


QUACK VETERINARY REMEDIES. 

Sir,—With reference to the articles appearing in the 
V.R. respecting patent medicines; as they are not 
stamped I thiok the above name more applicable. 
Really the amount of quackery is measured by the label 
on the bottle. How do some members of our profession 
stand ] I have seen finely coloured labels with a horse, 
cow and sheep on them, lour inches deep, on a six ounce 
bottle, labelled colic or gripe drink ; and it cured all 
animals above mentioned not only of colic, but about a 
score of other ailments, including calving cows and 
lambing ewes. Then, of course, there was another 
bottle containing white oils, which was a specific for all 
external affections, etc., lameness, sore throats, coughs, 
strangles, swollen bags in cows and sheep. With a 
bottle or two of these, the farmer could dispense almost 
with his veterinary surgeon, and leave him to seek help 
in his old age from the Victoria Benevolent Fund. 

I have always had a great aversion to quackery in any 
form ; and I think if more discretion were used in the 
use of labels it would raise the status of our profession 
very much. Any reader who sends to a veterinary label 
printer for samples will be able to prove what I have said 
on that point. 

If we adjust matters inside the profession it will be 
an easier matter to alter matters outside. 

Geo. E. Gibson, m.rc.v.s. 

Newport Pagnell. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. —Correction. 

To the Editor , “ The Veterinary Record.” 

Dear Sir,—In the report of the meeting of the Midland 
CountieB V.M.A. I am reported to have said that the ther- 
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mometero I used registered 100° F. It was 110° F. that 
they registered. The mercery in the first thermometer 
rose to the very top and broke the thermometer. I there¬ 
fore sent for another, but as it also only registered to 110 I 
was unable to find the true temperature of the patient, 
which was, of course, over 110. 

With regard to greaBe, said that I prepared the skin for 
treatment by clipping the hair as short as possible, and 
then washing with a hot solution of soft soap and cresol. 
I then dried the skin, and washed it with petrol, thus 
removing all secretions. 

Tenbury. James M. Whyte, m.r.c.v.s. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Oct. 7. 

The following names are to be added to tbo9e brought 
to notice for distinguished services by Lt-Gen. Sir J. L. 
Van Deventer, K.C.B., in his dispatch of Jan. 21, 1918:— 

* * * * * 

Major W. Kennedy, East African Vety. Corps. 


The following is now correctly described :— 

Gazette dated May 20, 1918—Capt. (temp. Maj.) J. L. C. 
Jones, a.v.c. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 

War Office, Whitehall, Oct. 4. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Capt. D. R Williamson, Spec. Res., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of Dep. 
Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (Aug. 8). 

Temp. Capt. E. Salusbury relinquishes his comma, on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service, and 
is granted the hon. rank of Capt. (Oct. 5). 

Oct. 8. 

Capt R. F. Bett to be actg. Maj. whilst holding the appt. 
of Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (Mar. 8) (substituted 
for notification in the Gazette of June 24). 

Temp. Capt (Bt. Maj.) S. L. Symonds to be actg. Maj. 
(June 15). 

Capts. to be actg. Majs.:—S. W. Marriott (June 15); 
W. B. Simpson (July 25); C. Davenport (July 29); 
R. F. Stirling, f.r.c.v.s., Spec. Res. (Aug. 22). 

Temp. Capt. O. S. Arkcoll relinquishes his commn. on 
acct of ill-health and is granted the hon. rank of 
Capt (Oct 9). 

Oct. 9. 

To be temp. Lt.W. B. Davidson (Aug. 29). 


Balliol College A .-A. Sale. 

The entire herd of pedigree Aberdeen-Angus cattle 
owned by the late Dr. Clement Stephenson was dis¬ 
persed at Balliol College Farm, Benton, Newcastle, on 
Thursday, Oct. 3, by Messrs. Macdonald, Fraser <fc Co. 
(Ltd.). During the forty years he was a breeder of 
Aberdeen-Angus cattle, the late Dr. Stephenson paid 
the closest attention to soundness of constitution, milk¬ 
ing qualities and breed character, and the success which 
followed his efforts is fully reflected in the long list of 
honours won by representatives of the herd at the 
principal shows. The stock were presented on Thurs¬ 
day in useful breeding condition, and they formed a very 
attractive lot, the young cows and yearling heifers being 
particularly good. There was a fairly good attendance, 
and most of those present were on the look-out for stock, 
with the result that a satisfactory trade was experienced. 

Mr. Lovat Fraser conducted the sale, and disposed of 
the 52 head in less than an hour and a half. A begin¬ 
ning was made with the cows. The top price of the 
sale was 240 guineas, by Mr. Sandeman, Moredon 
House, Herts, for Jilt of Benton XII (53275), a beauti¬ 
ful five year-old cow which has proved an excellent 
breeder. She was by the home-bred sire, Bright Actor 
(31512), and is in calf to Prince of Jesters (32404). 

Yearling heifers sold well. In this section the high¬ 
est figure was 180 guineas by Mr. Watt for Proud Miss 
(61184), by Prince of Jesters out of Pride X. of Laggan : 
the 130 guineas cow also secured by Mr. Watt, Proud 
Primrose (61185), by Prince of Jesters, was generally 
regarded as the plum of the heifers, and, considering her 
breeding and quality, she was cheap at 170 guineas to 
Mr. A. W. Bailey Hawkins, from Kent. 

Two bulls were exposed. Newcome Laddie (42084), 
bred by Lord Penrhyn, Wicken Park., and which was 
third at Birmingham sale this year, is a thick stylish 
bull with capital quarters. His price was £140 guineas, 
to Mr. Watt. 

Summary. 


Average 

21 cows £79 0 0 

7 bull calves 39 0 0 

12 heifer calves 40 10 3 

1 two-year-old heifer — 

9 yearling heifers 79 18 4 

2 bulls 123 18 0 


Total 

£1659 0 . 0 
273 0 0 
486 3 0 
63 0 0 
719 5 0 
247 16 0 


52 head 

The Scottish Farmer. 


£66 6 3 


£3448 4 0 


Personal. 

Lieut.-Col. Hubert Maxwell Lenox-Conyngham, 
d.b.o., of Fern Hill, Sandyford, Co. Dublin, Assist. Dir. 
of Vety. Servs., Western Command, left estate valued at 
£6372. 


OBITUARY. 

James Henry Turnor Kenyon, Hon. Capt. a.v.c. 

Graduated, N. Edin : April, 1874. 

Died, Savoy Hospital, Blackpool, Sept., 1918, aged 67. 

William Bennett, “Existing Practitioner,” Odessa 
Street, Dowlais, Glam. 

Mr. Bennett died on October 1st, aged 60. 

Kitchen.— On the 2nd Oct. at Bournemouth, after 
years of suffering borne with Cnristian fortitude, Eliza¬ 
beth Frances (Lizzie), the dearly-loved wife of James 
Edward Kitchen, M.R.c.v.s., of Glengall Lodge, Wood¬ 
ford Green, Essex. A devoted wife and mother. 


Veterinary Societies - Addresses. 

Bordbr Counties V.M.8. 

Pres : Mr. H. Barrow, m.r.c.v.s., Ireby, Carlisle 
Hon. See: Mr. R. Cr&ig Robinson, m.b.o.v.s., Carlisle 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 

Glashow V.M.S. 

'Ton. See. Mr. John B. Keane, 11 Falkland Mansions, 

Kelvinaide 

Royal Vetkrinaby Oollbob V.M.A. 

Pres. Capt J. T. Edwards, b.bo., m.b.o.v.s. 

Treas t E. S. Shave, Esq., f.r c.v.s., m.b.c.s. 

See: Mr. B. Gorton, m.b.c.v.s. Asst. See. C. W. Heane. 

National Association of Veterinary Inspectors 
Pres : Major J. Abson, f.b.c.v.s., Sheffield 
Hem. See: Mr. Trevor.Spenoer, m.r.c.v.s., Kettering 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

President: Mr. Frank W. Garnett, m.r.c.v.b., j.p. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr.3. Mcl. McCall, m.b., c.m.,mr.c.v.s 
J. McKinna, f.r.c.v.s. 

Secretary and Registrar : Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President; Dr. O. Charnock Bradlej, Prin. R.V. Coll., Edin. 
Bee: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m r.c.v.b. (on Service), 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. Sec : Mr. W. L. Harrison, p.r.c.v.s. (on Service), 

11 Anchor Terrace, Southwark Bridge, S.E. 
Treat: Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, r.B.o.v.s. (Acting Hon. See), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 

Northern Branch: 

Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Locke, h.b.o.v.b., 

Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Hon. Bee. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.r.c.v.b., 

Town Hall, Manchester 
Born. Treas : Mr. E. H. Stent, m.r.c.v.b., Preston-st, Hnlme 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 

Liverpool University V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. P. Heyes, p.r.c.v.s., Wigan 

Hon. Sec : Mr. A. Walker, p.r.c.v.s., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological Bee: Mr. D. C. Matbeson, p.r.c.v.s. 

Meetings, May, July, October, Jannary. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Malcolm, p.r.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Bon. 8ec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, p.b.o.v.b., 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Bon - Treas. Mr. J. J. Burchnall, mr.gv b , Barrow-on-Soar 
Meetings , Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 

Nortb or England V.M.A. 

Pres : 

Bon. Sec : T. T. Jack, m.b.o.v.s., SElmwood-st, Snnderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collinaon, m.r.c.v.b., Auston, Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, p.r.c.v.s., Sheffield 

North Wales V.M.A. 

Ires: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.b.o.v.s., Ty Croes 
i .v . 'ff. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.r c.v.b., Carnarvon 
•^•etings. First Tuesday, March and September 

South Durham and North Yobesbirr V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. M. Walker, r.B.o.v.s., Hartlepool 
Hon. See. d Treas : Mr. F. H, Sanderson, m.r.c.v.b. 

Victoria Road, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Dec. 

Yorkshire Vet. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r.c.v.b., Hillsboro’, Sheffield 
bon. Sec ; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.r.c.v.b., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas : Mr. A. McCarmick, m.r.c.v.b., 

Kirk stall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
Sec. 

Central V.S. 

Pres. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, m.r.c.v.b., R.V. Coll, London 
Bon. Sec : Mr. H. A. MacCormaok, m.b.o.v.s., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetings (pro. Urn.), First Thursday in October and alter¬ 
nate months, except August, 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. T. E. Barcham, m.r.c.v.b., Paston, Norfolk 
Bon Sec. & Treas : Mr.A.C. Holl, m.r.c.v.b.. New Buokenham 
Meetings , Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and District V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. C. W. Townsend, p.r.c.v.s., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Bon. Sec : d Treas : Mr. Tom Hicks, m.b.o.v.s., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Willett, m.r.o.y.s., 6 Harley Place, N.W. 

Hon. Sec. d Treas : Mr. G.P. Male, m.r.o.y.s., Reading 
Meetings , Last Friday, Jan., April, Jnly and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.S. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.r.c.v.b., Hove, Sussex 
bon. Sec : Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.r.c.v.b., Arundel (on Service 
Bon. Treas: Mr. E. W.Baker, m.r.c.v.b., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.b.o.v.s., Margate 
Bon. Sec. d Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.r.c.v.b., 

3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
WE8TERN Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. W. Roach, p.b.o.v.b., York Rd., Exeter 
Bon. Sec. Mr. W.Asoott, m.b.o.v.s., (on Service) 

Mr. C. E. Tucker, 7 Greville St., Bideford (pro tem.) 
Bon. Treas : Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.o.v.s., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 

Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
Sec.. Mr. P.D. Reavy, Leafield, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Central V.A. of Ireland. 

Pres ; 

Bon. See.. Mr. E. C. Winter, p b.o.v.b., Queen-at., Limeriok 
Treas ; Mr. J. F. He&ly, m.b.o.v.s., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.b.o.v.s., Ballma 

Bon. Sec. d Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.r.c.v.b., Galway 

Vet. Med. Assn, or Ireland. 

Pres : Prof. J.J. O’Connor, m.r.c.v.b., R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Bon. Sec: Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 

Bon. Treas: Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a., m.b.o.v.s., 

R.V. Coll., Dublin 
North op Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. EwingJohnston, m.r.c.v.b., Belfast 

Eon. Sec; Mr. P. Walsh, m.b.o.v.s., Msgherafelt 

Bon . Treas ; Mr. Howard MoConnell, m.r.c.v.b,, Armagh 

The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pres : Mr. F. W. Emery, p.r.c.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGninness, b.a., m.r.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treas: Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.b. 

Scottish Branch: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 

(on Service). 

North op Scotland V.M.S." 

Pres : Mr. W. Brown, m.r.c.v.b., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. hee. d Treas : Mr. G. Howie, m.b.o.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.B, 

Pres: Mr. Reid, m.r.o.y.s., Auchtermuchty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.B. 

Pres: Mr- J. Riddoch, m.r.c.v.b., Edinburgh 
Hon. Stc. d Treas: Mr. Jas. Henderson, m.b.o.v.s., 

Public Health Dept.. City Chambers, Edinburgh 
West op Scotland V.M.A. 

Pres : Prof. John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.b., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

(on Service. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.r.c.v.b., 

19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treas : Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.r.c.v.b., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Seoond Wednesday, May, Oct. and January 




Founded by William Hunting, f.b.o.y.b. 
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Veterinary Societies, 

We have to-day to welcome the advent of 
another local Veterinary Society—The Derbyshire. 
A short account of tbeir initial meeting appears on 
p. 127. and the attendance and the names of those 
present augurs well for its success. The last new 
oomer was the South Eastern, which also made a 
very promising start, but, like some other societies, 
has been badly hit by war conditions. Geographical 
reasons justified the existence of the South Eastern 
Society—it was formerly part of the Southern 
Counties Society, which covered a strip of the 
south coast 180 miles long by about 30 miles deep 
south to north, having a string of towns along the 
ooast—Folkestone, Eastbourne, Brighton, Ports¬ 
mouth, Southampton, Bournemouth, all well served 
by direct rail- from London, hut offering much less 
convenience from east to west. The consequence 
was that the attendance at meetings was very seldom 
in proportion to membersnip, and never in a respect¬ 
able proportion to the number of men practising in 
the area covered by the society. Now, the strength 
of a society cannot be measured strictly by its mem¬ 
bership. The real strength is in the number of 
members who attend the meetings, and take part in 
the proceedings. For this reason the two southern 
societies were, and probably will be again, stronger 
than the old Southern was alone—stronger and 
more effective for the welfare of the profession. 

The same arguments, barring distances, will apply in 
the case of the Derbyshire Society. Derby, which, pre¬ 
sumably, will he the home of the Society, is a main rail¬ 
way centre with a surrounding of populous towns with¬ 
in fairly convenient distances. Birmingham and Sheffield 
are each rather over 30 miles to south and north respect¬ 
ively ; Manchester and Lincoln about 50, Leeds and 
Liverpool about 60 miles. So that intercommunication 
should not be difficult, and attendances should be 
good—and attendances are the chief advantage offered 
by these societies. Many men belong to several local 
societies, and find time to attend several times in the 
year—and there is wisdom in the procedure, even though 
they may occasionally get a dull meeting. Judging from 
the attendances at similar meetings in U.S.A., they 
make less difficulty in leaving a practice for a day or 
two ; and the distances their members travel to a meet¬ 
ing are often much greater than our men ordinarily 
undertake. 

The years to come will need all the unity we can get. 
There will be rearrangements and innovations, and our 
legislators then may be even less well informed and more 
indifferent to the affairs of others than the present 
men have shown themselves to be. Combinations 
are forming in many directions, and, as a contributor 
said last week, in another connection, “ If we adjust 
matters inside the profession it will be an easier matter 
to’alter matters outside.” 


BACTERIAL INFECTION OF WOUNDS 
IN FRANCE. 

During the period in which I was attached to a 
Veterinary Hospital in France, I had many oases 
through my hands of so-called “ fibrous tumour of 
the neck ” occasioned indirectly by bites from 
horses. It always seemed very strange to me why 
an ordinary bite should be followed by such a 
serious complication, and the only explanation I 
can offer is that there is an infection of the wound 
by an organism which is indigenous to France. I 
say “ serious complication ” advisedly, in view of 
the time required to bring about resolution, and 
also of the position of the injury, which is usually 
on the point of the shoulder or a little above. I 
have consistently noticed that horse bites which 
occur in England are not followed by any untoward 
complication, the wounds rapidly cicatrising and 
healing. In France it was a very aggravating cir¬ 
cumstance, to say the least of it, when, having 
treated a mange case successfully and being about to 
discharge the animal, to find one morning a diffuse 
thickening around the site of an insignificant bite 
wound. 

Surgical extirpation is the only successful treat¬ 
ment ; all other Methods have proved to be merely 
waste of time. In the large majority of cases upon 
which I operated, there was a small opening at the 
lower edge of the swelling, leading up usually into 
a large cavity from which there was a constant 
discharge of pus. No amount of curetting, or 
syringing with iodine or astringents, did the least 
good, and in fact, with every succeeding day there 
was an appreciable increase in the size of the area 
affected, and I have known cases where it would 
have required even a foolscap sheet of paper to 
to cover the lesion. 

Early operation, therefore, is essential, and there 
are two methods, one of which is to make a deep 
incision through skin and fibrous tissues from the 
opening below to the upper boundary of the 
swelling, and on either side the skin is then dis¬ 
sected carefully away from the underlying new 
tissue, the latter being finally removed and the skin 
sutured. This, however, is very difficult, as there 
appears to be no line of demarcation between skin 
and fibrous tissue—one might suppose the condition 
to one of hypertrophy of the skin, so closely are the 
two adherent. The invading tissue has a consis¬ 
tence of cartilage, and attains a thickness of from 
•J in. to 2 in., diffusing itself well up the neck and 
showing no tendency to diminish when once formed. 
The muscular tissue beneath becomes bypervascular 
and bleeds at the least touch, whilst in appearance 
its surface is roughened and glairy, and covered 




126 


THE VFTJ?T<rtJARY RECORD Odder 13 , 10 8 

with a layer of thick pus. T-.»* c - o., f war main: li-iod ; buf 'h -=. :l;B itivone-s to the 

generated from whoever. , . touch ima (Tv busied Liot ,/iy. The horse had 

apposition to the healthy tissue'. iJc vt vor ■ are-1 weakened consideiahlv. The temperatuio was 


fully this method may be carried out, the result will 
not prove satisfactory, as the skin has apparently 
lost all its vital powers and rapidly shrinks, whilst 
in many oases new growths of solerous tissue are 
observed to form. 

The other and most successful method is the 
radical excision of the whole swelling, including the 
overlying skin, by which means one is sure of re¬ 
moving the last particle of foreign tissue and expos¬ 
ing healthy tissue to the light and air. Zinc oleate 
ointment may be smeared over the raw surface for 
the next three or four days, succeeded then by 
dry dressing. Six to eight weeks will elapse before 
a hard cicatrix has formed, and the animal is fit for 
issue. Even then such a false skin can never re¬ 
place the true skin, and oollar galls are subsequently 
likely to be frequent. 

Hamilton Kirk, Capt. a.v.o. 

ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

An exceptional Initial Lesion of Strangles. 

A. Herrera, who reported this case in the Revista 
de Veterinaria Militar for 1916 considers it of 
interest from its novelty. The strangles localisa¬ 
tion in question was a metacarpo-phalangeal ar¬ 
thritis. This lesion, according to Hutyra and 
Marek, “ often developes in an acute form in ad¬ 
vanced periods of the disease ”; but it has not been 
reported as an initial lesion, preceding the general 
symptomatic manifestations and considerably before 
the local lesions common in, and typical of, stran¬ 
gles infections. 

A young horse, belonging to a remount establish¬ 
ment, presented awarm and painful swelling of the 
fetlock of a fore limb. 

The limb was semi-flexed, and only bore upon the 
ground very slightly by the fore part of the shoe, 
The swelling, which at first was limited to the 
joint, became extended to the peri-articular tissues, 
completely obliterating the outlines of the bones. 
It was extremely hard, and spread along the ten¬ 
dinous sheaths of the phalangeal flexors. Coinoi- 
dently with this extension of the lesion, general 
symptoms appeared. The horse was dull, depressed, 
and without appetite. The rectal temperature was 
nearly 103*3° F. The mucous membranes were 
normal. 

The first treatment was purely local, consisting 
of bandages soaked in a 1 in 1000 sublimate solu¬ 
tion. This treatment was followed for two days; 
but the local swelling extended; and the heat and 
pain became more intense. The general condition 
remained stationary; the temperature und* r yout 
slight osoillations—102*2° F. and a liuV over 
103*6° F. ; and the horse did not eat. Can* i r y 
ointment was now applied locally ; and tdcct uarv 
containing gentian and nux vomica were «i\\.n i > 
stimulate the appetite. 

On the eighth day of the illness if v.a> Priced 
that the swelling was fluctuating at its centre. The 


higher, the pulse was small and hurried, the con¬ 
junctiva showed a cyanotic colour, and the pituitary 
membrane was reddened and moist. Pressure upon 
the throat produced cough; and the horse then 
ejected muco purulent clots. Swelling of the glands 
of the throat began. 

The swelling of the fetlock was now opened, 
giving exit to an abundant pus, which at first was 
creamy, and later thinner and streaked with blood. 
The pus had necrosed the suspensory ligament; 
and the same destructive process was commencing 
in the internal and external lateral ligaments. 

The general state of the horse now awakened the 
suspicion of strangles, which was strengthened by 
the fact that repeated cases were appearing in the 
same stud. Pus from the fetlock swelling was, 
therefore, injected subcutaneously into a rat, and 
gave positive results. Moreover, the horse rapidly 
developed a typical strangles infection, which ran 
its course without showing any further unusual 
symptoms. Recovery was complete; but some 
time aftqrwards an irregular oicatrix still remained 
in the region occupied by the initial swelling. 

Herrera surmises that the virus .entered the 
organism through some solution of continuity in 
the fetlock region, and this infection by an unusual 
portal of entry produced an unusual initial lesion.— 
{Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias ). 

The transmission of Cysticercosis. 

Lanlo Hugo reported an interesting case of this 
nature in the Hiisszemle for 1914. A pork butoher 
slaughtered a young pig; the inspector discovered 
the existence of cysticercosis and ordered total 
seizure. The pig had been bought from an inhabi¬ 
tant of a town in Hungary; and the butcher, in 
accordance with the law, claimed compensation 
from the seller. The seller visited the inspector 
with regard to the identification of the pig; and 
the inspector was struck with the unhealthy aspect 
of the man. Enquiries revealed that he had suf¬ 
fered for a long time from attacks of vomiting, and 
from diarrhoea alternating with constipation. The 
pig he had sold had been bred by himself. The 
inspector upon this formed the hypothesis that the 
man might himself be afifeoted with tseniasis and 
have infected the pigs which he bred. He com¬ 
municated the facts to a medical man, who put the 
seller under treatment, and after some weeks caused 
the expulsion of a Tania solium. — (L'Hygiene de la 
Viande et du Lait ). W. B. 0. 

JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN V.M.A . 

Dr. W. H. Dalrymple, m.r.c.v.s., has been 
| appointed Editor of the Journal of the American 
I Veterinary Medical Association, with office of pub- 
I lication at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Dr. Pierre A. 
j Fish, the former editor, has entered military service, 
hence this change became necessary. 

Communications should be addressed to Dr.W.H, 
Dalrymple, Editor, Journal A.Y.M.A., 66 Roumain 
Building, Baton Rouge, La. 
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THE DERBYSHIRE 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

A meeting of Derbyshire Veterinary Surgeons was 
held at St. James’ Hotel, Derby, on Tuesday, Oct. 8th 
Mr. J. T. Abell, m.b.c.v.s., of Derby, was voted to the 
chair. 

It was decided to form an Association and that the 
title should be “The Derbyshire Veterinary Associa¬ 
tion. There was a large gathering, seventeen members 
being present, and apologies were received from other's 
for unavoidable absence. 

Mr. Alex. Levie, f.r.c.v.s., d.y.s.m. (victA f.r.s.e., 
Derby, was elected President, and Mr. F. T. Prince, 
M.E.C.V.S., Ashbourne, Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

It was agreed that the meetings shall be held quar¬ 
terly, and that the Annual Subscription be 10/6. 


IMPORTANT CHANGES IN THE 
ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE IN INDIA. 

An important advance in the Veterinary Administra¬ 
tion of the Army in India has been made recently bV 
the formation of a Veterinary Assistants Branch of the 
Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps. 

Hitherto the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps 
consisted of a few British Warrant Officers and N.C.Oa. 
who formed the nucleus personnel of Station Veterinary 
Hospitals which were utilised for the treatment of the 
animals of British Units only. 

The treatment of animals in Indian Mounted Unite 
was carried out by the Regimental Salutri or Veterinary 
Assistant, the Officers Army Veterinary Corps being 
applied to in peace time only when contagious disease 
broke oat. The Administrative Officers of the Army 
Veterinary Service carried out annual inspections of the 
Units, but otherwise the Veterinary Service had nO 
direct responsibility regarding the treatment of the 
anifnals or control of the Veterinary personnel. On 
active service, however, the Army Veterinary Corpl 
assumed responsibility in the same way as in the British 
Army. 

The formation of the Veterinary Assistants Branch 
•f the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps has altered 
all this. The Veterinary personnel of all Indian Cavalry, 
Artillery and Transport Units when transferred to tht 
Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps will come under 
the control of the Array Veterinary Service. 

The new order improves the pay and grading of the 
Military Veterinary Assistants, and will tend to greatly 
raise their status, while the control of all the animals in 
the country which has now been placed in the hands of 
the Army Veterinary Service has greatly enlarged the 
•cope of the Army Veterinary Corps in India. 

It has long been felt that professional supervision of 
all the animals of the Army in India should be given to 
the Veterinary Service and that Service is to De con¬ 
gratulated on at last having been placed in its proper 
position in this respect. 

Full text of the Army lnstractions (India) with 
appendices is given below. 


Army Instruction (India). 

Ho. 511 1518. 

Simla, 21st May, 1918. 

511 Formation of a Veterinary Assistants’ Branch 
of the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps. 

With the approval of the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State for India, it has been decided to form 
a Veterinary Assistants’ Branch of the Indian Subord¬ 


inate veierfuary cVrjvj. The Corns consist 6f 319 
veterinary Assistants (inclucnY^ a reserve of 25 per Cent! 
and will be distributed over the Various grades, and 
among the different units, etc., as shown in Appen¬ 
dix III. 

Veterinary assistants now serving in the various 
branches of the Army in India, with the exception of 
those employed in the Army Remount Department, will, 
subject to their consent, be transferred forthwith to the 
abore branch on the terms shown in Appendix I. 

T(ie terms and conditions of service for new enrol¬ 
ments in this Branch are shown in Appendix II. 

The extra expenditure involved is estimated at 
Rs. $8,109 initial and ; ultimately, Rs. 1,03,013 annual 
recurring, and is debitable to the ordinary grants and 
heads of accounts affected. Feather ^instructions will 
be issued showing how the expenditure likely to be 
incurred during the current yedr Will be met and allo¬ 
cated to the several Divisions. 

r 37288 (Q.M.G.).i 
L D. J 

A. H. Bingley, Major-General, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 


I Appendix I. 

I Terms of transfer for Veterinary Assistants now 
| serving in the various branches of the Army in India, 
with the exception |of those employed in the Arijny 
Remount Department, to the Veterinary Assistants 
Branch of the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps. 

Silladar Cavalry. Status in IndiMI gtrbordiitste 

Present Status. Veterinary Corps. 

Senior Salutri with rank 
of Jemadar ... Jemadar 

Senior Salutri not hold¬ 

ing rank of Jemadar... *lst class Veterinary Assistant 
Salutri ... *2nd or 3rd class Vety. Asst 

according to length of ser¬ 
vice and date of qu&lificta. 

Indian Mountain Batteries . 

Salutri ... *2nd class Veterinary Asst. 

^Provided they haVe graduated at an Indian Veter¬ 
inary College. 

Salutri ... 3rd elkss Veterinary Asst. 

If having undergone only a modified course at an 
Indian Veterinary College. 

Supply and Transport Corps. 

1st grade Vety. Assistant 

ranking as Jemadar... 1st class Veterinary Asst (a) 

(а) These Indian officers may elect for transfer to 
the Corps and will retain their present rank, and re¬ 
main on their present terms of service,' but will be 
eligible to be promoted to Senior Veterinary Assist¬ 
ants in the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps on 
passing the necessary qualifying examinations, etc., 
otherwise they will be included in the cadfe of 1st 
class Veterinary Assistants, Indian Subordinate Veter¬ 
inary Corps, but will be graded senioT in that elkss. 

(If placed in charge of Transport Corps they will^in 
the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps, receive 
charge pay at Rs. 10 a month). 

2nd grade Vety. Assistant 

ranking as Warrant O. 2nd class Veterinary Atet, (5) 

(б) These men may be transferred to the Indian 
SuDordinate Veterinary Corps in the grade of 2nd 
class Veterinary Assistants ranking as Warrant Officers 
on pay of Rs. 75 a month and, when in charge of Corpe, 
etc., will receive charge pay at Kr. 10 per mensem. 
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3rd and 4th Vety. - 

A.* * •8t < r ;Ip ... Jrd class Veterinary As^ts. (r> 

(r; 1 !,u‘a mrvy be transferred to tbe indJ-. 

Subonlinaie Veterinary Corps in grade of 3rd L■ 

'/eteriiiary Assistant, ranking a--- 'V .1; *,n * >;> .[>, nn 

pay of lis. 60 per mensem. 

Appendix II. 

Terms and conditions of service for the Veterinary 
Assistants’ Branch of the Indian Subordinate Veterinary 
Corps. 

The Veterinary Assistants 1 Branch will be divided 
into:— 

Indian Officers. —Senior Veterinary Assistants— 

1st class with rank of Kessaldar; 2nd class, with rank 
of Jemadar. 

(The proportion of Indian officers will not exceed 
10 per cent, of the total authorised establishment of the 
Branch, and will be equally divided between the two 
classes of Senior Veterinary Assistants). 

Indian Warrant Officers. —Veterinary Assistants, 

1st, 2nd and 3rd class. 

The establishment of Military Veterinary Assistants 
will be maintained to fill:— 

(а) Military appointments, viz., Class II Station 
Veterinary Hospitals, Indian Artillery, Indian Cavalry, 
Transport Units, Engineer Units, etc., with the author¬ 
ised reserve of 25 per cent. 

( б ) Certain civil appointments, Imperial Service 
Troops, with the authorised reserves of 25 per cent. 

Recruitment.— Military Veterinary Assistants will be 
recruited as far as possible from military students at 
Veterinary Colleges and Schools. Applications for ad¬ 
mission to a Veterinary College as a military student 
will be made by the Officer Commanding the man’s unit 
on India Army Form X.-1835, to the Quartermaster- 
General in India through the General Officer Command¬ 
ing Division, Divisional Area or Independent Brigade. 

Military candidates for admission to the different 
Veterinary Colleges will be selected annually by the 
Quartermaster-General in India from the list of men 
submitted by the various regiments, services and de¬ 
partments, as laid down in paragraphs 61-68, Army 
Regulations, India, Volume VIII * Candidates must 
bear a good character, be physically fit for service, under 
the age of 26 years, be of the required educational 
standard and be recommended by the officer command¬ 
ing their unit, who will satisfy himself that they will 
benefit by the instruction given at a Veterinary College 
or School. 

Those who are selected and sign a declaration in the 
form annexed will be admitted to the Punjab Veterinary - 
College, or other selected Veterinary College, or School, 
and entered as Indian military pupils to undergo a 
course of training for veterinary assistants. If they are 
reported qualified, they will be gazetted to the Indian 


<11 v,r»rH i nute Veterinary Corps, graded according Lo the 
i ‘‘ oes ;i.» y 'i(i vo r,ak^' tkt ii.e final college examination, 
iud aligned official numbers. The Director of Veter¬ 
inary Services may remove from tje College, and with¬ 
hold tv. r certificates of any piml who fails at any exam 
= i■ 111■ ■ *. r ■.i--.conduct;-. Idmself. MAitary Veterinary 

v.ii: i it be gnen them certificates until the 
close of their service, and should a man be dismissed 
or discharged for misconduct or inefficiency before com¬ 
pleting seven years’ service as a veterinary assistant, his 
certificates will be altogether withheld. Students gazet¬ 
ted into the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps may 
retain the books issued to them whilst in College or 
School, the selection of books to be retained being left 
to the discretion of the Principal of each College or 
School. 

Examinations for promotions will be held annually 
under arrangements made by the Director of Veterinary 
Services. 

The subjects for these examinations will be Regula¬ 
tions, Surgery and Surgical Applied Anatomy, Diseases 
of cattle, sheep, and eamels, Medicine, Materia Medica 
and Hygiene. Promotion to the next grade will be 
withheld until all subjects in this examination have 
been passed. 

When candidates fail in several subjects, or do very 
badly in one, the Director of Veterinary Services may 
direct that they shall not be permitted to re-appear at 
the next succeeding examination. 

If well reported upon, Veterinary Assistants will be 
promoted as follows:— 

(a) To Vety. Assist- 'j After 3 yrs. in 3rd and 5 yrs, 
ants, 2 nd class I in 2 nd class, respectively- 

(b) To Vety. Assist- j subject to passing examin. 
ants, 1st class J ation mentioned above. 


(c) Senior Veterinary ] 
Assistants, 2nd class 

(d) Senior Veterinary 
Assistants, 1st class J 


Note.—( t) All appointments to the Corps including trans¬ 
fer of temporary men should, during the period nf ibo war, 
be considered as temporary, and not be made p' n pnent 
until six months after the declaration of in tbe 

meantime, men transferred to the new Corp* w be n;&c*-d 
in the various classes as Bhown above, and will t;: u<> ^ : icn: v 
in those classes according to the dates on uhich they 
graduated. 

Future premotions will be governed by the ic nu and 
conditions of service Bhown in Appendix II. 

Noth.— (si) All transfers are voluntary; bt . a < i .. once 
having eleoted transfer, will not be permit! ! to . in to 
his original terms of service. 

* These paragraphs are under revieion. 


By selection from Veterinary 
Assistants who have passed 
a post-grad, course at a sel¬ 
ected Vety. Coll, or School. 
A Veterinary Assistant degraded by sentence of a 
Court-Martial will, if restored to his former class, be re¬ 
examined, if he passed more than two years before his 
restoration. If not previously qualified, he may be 
examined at the same time as the subordinate above 
him. 

Indian officers and warrant officers of the Indian Sub¬ 
ordinate Veterinary Corps will take precedence as 
under:— 

Senior Veterinary Assistants, 1st and 2nd class, after 
senior Sub-Assistant Surgeons, 1st and 2nd classs. 

Veterinary Assistants, 1st class, after Sub- Assistant 
Surgeons, 1st class. 

Veterinary Assistants, 2nd class, after Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons, 2nd class. 

Veterinary Assistants, 3rd class, after Sub- Assistant 
Surgeons, 3rd class. 

Veterinary Assistants in the Indian Subordinate 
Veterinary Corps will receive the following rates of pay, 
privileges and allowances;— 

Veterinary Assistants, —Indian Warrant Officers. 

3rd class ... Pay Rs. 60 *Field allowance Rs. 5 
2nd ,, ... „ „ 76 ,, „ 5 

1st „ ... „ ,, 95 „ „ 10 

* Note. —Field ^allowance’(which includes cost of convey¬ 
ance of baggage when marching by road) is admitted— 

(1) When travelling on duty, on field or foreign service, 
and while in camp on account of outbreaks of disease 
amongst military animals. The allowance is inadmiss¬ 
ible while at or moving to or from camps of instruction. 
(2) When serving at Port Blair, Aden and Burma. 

(8) When attached to the Vioeroy’s Body Guard. 
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s z -:ir->> Vtkrtn a t, ,1 — Indian Offifcflr*. 

> r ' 4 cl. Fay If® 110 Pit'!-1 allowance It. U> 

* Ipt ,, l — ■ 1 _ # p i' ^ ’ 

te r '”^-ters o» * compensation in I is n. Army 
• p ik. In ...... .. la^, Appendix VI. 

Compensation for dearness of provisions on the com- 
' *i#at scale. 

urant of free quarters or compensation in lieu to the 
families of Veterinary Assistants on field or foreign ser¬ 
vice at Rs. 8 per mensem for members of the 3rd and 2nd 
class and Rs. 12 per mensem for members of the 1 st class 
and senior grades. 

Grant of Rs. 10 per mensem for charge of an Indian 
Cavalry regiment. Transport Corps, Indian Mountain 
Battery or Class II Station Veterinary Hospital. 

The following extra pay is included in rates of pay 
laid down for Veterinary Assistants and Senior Veter¬ 
inary Assistants, Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps, 
and will be deducted until they have qualified in 
English:— 

Rate of English Qualification Grant 

Senior Veterinary Assistants. — 1 st class, Rs. 30 ; 
2 nd class, Rs. 25. 

Veterinary Assistants. — 1 st class, Rs. 20 ; 2 nd class, 
Rs. 10 ; 3rd class, Rs. 5. 

Veterinary Assistants will be examined in the follow¬ 
ing subjects for their English qualification:—Reading 
and writing (including prescriptions), dictation ana 
simple arithmetic. They will be examined by the officer 
by whom they are being examined for promotion, or by 
an officer of Army Veterinary Corps when they first join 
the Indian Veterinary Corps if they have not been 
passed at their Veterinary College or School. 

Furlough and leave rules will be as laid down in para¬ 
graph 269, Army Regulations, India, Volume II. 

Note.—O nly 75 per cent, of salary is allowed on leave in 
excess of 60 days’ fell pay leave (salary includes pay, extra 
pay for English qualifications and compensation for quarters 
when the Veterinary Assistant elects not to retain his 
quarters) [A. R. I., Volume I, Section 907, footnote (d}.] 

Veterinary Assistants will be eligible for the following 
distinctions and rewards 

(a) Meritorious service medal under the conditious 

laid down in Army Regulations, India, Volume I, 

paragraphs 995 to 999. 

(b) Indian Order of Merit (Army Regulations, India, 
Vol. I, para. 1006). 

(c) Order of British Indial(Army Regulations, India, 
Vol. I, para. 1005. and Vol. II, para. 361). 

(d) War medals and gratuities as for combatants. 

(e) Victoria Cross, as laid down in para. 1004-A, 
Army Regulations, India, Vol. L 

(/) Military Cross, as laid down under para. 1004-B, 
Army Regulations, India, Vol. I. 

Pensions and gratuities. 

Retiring and invalid pensions and gratuities as laid 
down in para. 1004 (a) (Hi) (c), Army Regulations, 
India, Vol. I. 

Wound, injury, and family pensions and gratuities as 
laid down in paras. 1060 ana 1073 for Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons. 

The uniform of the Indian Subordinate Veterinary 
Corps will be described in Army Regulations, India, 
Vol. VII, and the rates of annual clothing allowance 
will be the same as authorised for Senior Sub-AssiBtant 
Surgeons and Sub-Assistant Surgeons in Army Regula¬ 
tions, India, Vol. XI, para. 151. 

Senior Veterinary Assistants and Veterinary Assist¬ 
ants of the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps will be 
supplied with ponies by Government both in peace and 
war. 
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AT>r>l v»t : - ? ‘ • r ' 1 tfm fvre tr- vi Veterinary 

A.-v-i'.: :■ ,, \\n\, fiui V- a> SU'-h 

' t»: iy be •.•<} il ’«lie aj*j»i v t.".t is 1 repared to 

\\ Met, in lie Mnivi -S e. :i!i«lentia] r- * ■ rt it is reported 
that tae reLuaUuu iu lac tsci vice of a V elerinarv Assistant 
of less than thres years’ service is undesirable and un¬ 
likely to be advantageous to the State, he will, in the 
first instance, be transferred to a new station, and then, 
after an interval of six months, be reported on by a 
Committee of three officers Army Veterinary Corps. If 
this Committee recommends his removal from the ser¬ 
vice, he will be dismissed without the enforcement of 
the penalty laid down in the preceding paragraph. 

Declaration to be signed by a military candidate before 
admission to a Veterinary College or School as an 
Indian military pupil. 

I.. born at.on the. 

declare that in the event of my qualifying I will serve 
in the Indian Subordinate Veterinary Corps for so long 
as my services may be required in either the civil or 
military branch thereof. I further declare that I will be 
faithful to His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and 
will go wherever I am ordered, by land or sea, and 
obey all commands of officers set over me. I am aware 
that I shall remain subject to the Indian Army Act and 
that I shall not be permitted to resign the service at my 
own request until I have served seven years as a Veter¬ 
inary Assistant unless I refund the penalty of Rs. 1000 
and even then only if the exigencies of the service, of 
which the Quartermaster-General in India shall be the 
sole judge, will admit of my discharge. 

Appendix III. 


Total proposed number of Veterinary Assistants 
required 


12 Indian Mountain Batteries 


12 

36 Indian Cavalry at 2 each 


72 

Supply and Transport Corps— 



21 Mule Corps at 2 each 

42 


18 Mule Cadres 

18 


8 Silladar Camel Corps at 2 each 

16 


4 Grantee Camel Corps 

4 


Local Transport Units 

11 



— 

91 

Total 


175 

Add 25 per cent, reserve 


44 

Total 


219 


of whom 10 per cent, will be Senior Veterinary Assist¬ 
ants equally divided between two classes. 

The proposed cadre will, therefore, eventually be:— 

1 st and 2 nd class Senior Vety. Assistants, each 11 22 

1 st, 2 nd and 3rd class Vety. Assistants 197 

The numbers for each class of Veterinary Assistants 
cannot be stated, as promotion will be by time-scale. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 

A meeting of Council was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, on Thursday, the 3rd of October, when the 
following members were presentS. H. Slocock (Presi¬ 
dent in Uie d dr ; Messrs. G. A. Banham, H. J. Dawes, 
V. W. G irnt \ F. L. Gooch, Sir J. M'Fadyean, J. W. 
McIntosh, T. S. Price, Sir S. Stockman, J. Willett, 
G H. Wooldridge, E. A. West, G. Thatcher (Solicitor), 
V. J. L. Keliand and F. Bullock, Hon. Secretaries. 
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The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
published were taken as read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Secretaries announced letters of apology 
for absence from Messrs. W. Freeman Barrett, T. 
McGuinness, H. Sumner, R. C. Trigger, W. Jackson 
Young. 

Report. 

The following report presented by the Hon. Secre¬ 
taries was received and approved :— 

Since the last quarterly meeting the following dona¬ 
tions and new subscriptions have been received :— 
Bolton’s Cinema £ 15 15 0 

J. Holland (legacy) 100 0 0 

W. Roots 10 10 0 

Arnold Spicer 10 10 0 

Eastern Counties V.M.A. 10 10 0 

J. W. Knowles, Major u.s. a.v.c. 110 

New subscribers :— 


Anonymous (H. J.) 

Adamson, J., Major a.v.c. 
Anderson, W., Capt. a.v.c. 
Blampied, T. Le Q., Capt. a.v.c. 
Bloye, P. W., Capt. a.v.c. 

Blyth, D., Capt. a.v.c. 

Carey, P. D., Major a.v.c. 
Calderwood, J. K., Capt. a.v.c. 
Cranford, R. L., Col. a.v.c. 
Faithfull, T. J., Major a.v.c. 
Farrell, G. H., Major a.v.c. 
Fraser, H., Capt. a.v.c. 

Oillies, J., Capt. a.v.c. 

Gordon, T., Capt. 

Haigh, T., Capt. a.v.c. 

Harris, C. B. M., Lt.-Col. a.v.c. 
Heath, F. E., Major a.v.c. 

Jones, J. Howard, Capt. a.v.c. 
King, H. 

Lake, B. L., Col. a.v.c., d.s.o. 
McMenamin, J. C., Capt. a.y c. 
0‘Donel, P., Capt. a.v.c. 

Rankin, J. F., Major a.v.c. 
Rockett, H. C., Capt. a.v.c. 
Sewell, E., Capt. a.v.c. 

Shaw, G. K., Capt. a.v.c. 
Sparrow, H. D., Capt. a.v.c. 
Stothert, W., Major a.v.c. 

Smith, P. W. Dayer, Maior a.v.c: 
Stirling, R. F.. Capt. a.v.c. 
Wentworth, N. F. 

Baker, E. Whitley (increase) 


£1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
10 6 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
10 6 
10 6 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
10 6 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
10 6 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
10 6 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 l 0 
10 6 


The amount of £100 has been invested in War Loan. 
We have been informed that the N.V.B. and M.D.S 
has granted the sum of 7s. 6d. p?r week to Mrs. M. 
Johnstone for the twelve months ending August 1st, 
1919. 

We have been instrumental in arranging with the 
Ministry of Pensions for the payment of Officers’ Pension 
direct to Mrs. McN., Case 31. No payment had been 
received since March of this year - and at last Mrs. 
McN. sought the good offices of the Fund. 


The Clement Stephenson Bequest. 

The Hon. Secretaries reported that under the Will of 
the late Dr. Clement Stephenson, a legacy of £5000, 
together with a share of the residuary estate, had been 
bequeathed to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
under the name of the Victoria Veterinary Benvolent 
Institution, London, provided that the Fund became in¬ 
corporated within twelve months of the time of Dr. 
Stephenson’s death. 

It was resolved : 

That the Council do gratefully accept Dr. Clement 


Stephenson’s Bequest of £5000 and share of residue, on 
the conditions attached. 

That the necessary steps be taken to incorporate the 
Society under the Companies Consolidation Acts, 1908- 
1913. and that application be made to the Board of 
Trade for permission to omit the word “ Limited ” from 
the name of the Society. 

That the draft Memorandum and Articles of Associa¬ 
tion submitted be approved, subject to any alteration 
required by the Board of Trade and/or the Registrar of 
Joint Stock Companies. 

Cases. 

Applications numbered 39, 40, 41 and 42 were con¬ 
sidered, and it was resolved : 

That no grant be made in cases 39 and 42. 

That Case 40 be deferred, there being no indication of 
present necessity. 

That the President and Treasurer be requested to 
make further enquiries in Case 41, and if necessary they 
be empowered to make a grant not exceeding 10s. per 
week. 

Renewal of Grants. The President and Treasurer 
were empowered to increase the grants made in the 
most necessitous cases by 50%, and to continue the other 
grants at the same rates as hitherto. A special grant of 
£2 was made in case 27 (widow, aged 81) for the purchase 
of coal or other comforts. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

Wm. E. Blackwell, Capt. a.v.c. £110 


Thos. H. L. Duckworth, Ashbourne 

(1917, 1918) 2 2 0 

Edward Kitchin, London, E.C. 

(1914-15-16-17-18) 550 

G. P. Male. Reading 1 1 0 

Robt. E. Murison, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

F. T. Prince, Ashbourne (1917. 1918) 2 2 0 

W. Dunlop Smith, d.s.o, Lt.-Col. a.v.c. 110 
Eric Wallace, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

F. W. Watchom, Newtown, 

Montgomeryshire 110 


Previously acknowledged 1052 3 11 
£1067 18 11 


The “New” Rabbit Disease. 

To the Editor of the Times. 

Sir,—In your issue of to-day there is a paragraph 
entitled “Warning to Rabbit Keepers,” stating that a 
disease, believed to be due to a form of “fluke,” has 
recently appeared over a wide area. It is said that the 
rabbits die suddenly, without outward symptoms, and 
that the disease is caused by eating wet greenstuff. 

So far as I am aware, rabbits do not suffer from 
“ fluke ” disease. Occasionally wild rabbits have been 
found in which specimens of the common sheep fluke 
have occurred, but these are wholly exceptionally cases. 
The mode of spread of this parasite is such that there 
is little likelihood that it could ever attain notoriety in 
the hutches of suburban rabbit-breeders. 

In the liver and among the coils of the gut of rabbits 
one not infrequently finds small white cystic bodies, 
varying from the size and appearance of a rice grain to 
that of a mistletoe berry. These are often mistaken for 
“ flukes,” but are actually the developmental stage in the 
rabbit of the tapeworm of the dog. Offal from rabbits 
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io felted with these cyshould not he ft*.I to dog*. The 
pre-' 1 '0 '•'■ri'.ii;, otitbreiik :s wa du*. r .o wcui 
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. intense enteritis set up h«y a micros* upical • 
piuU/Zoaii paraaife {htmerm sl.-l’) vshich imades the' 
gut wall, and almost completely denude* the absorbing 
surface. The disease is very fatal to the young, but old 
rabbits can harbour the infection without showing 
definite, symptoms. It is spread by resistent cysts 
passed in the excrement of an infected animal. An 
apparently healthy but infected doe may thus produce 
a litter in which there is a heavy mortality. 

Preventive measures consist in the destruction or 
isolation of infected animals, and the careful periodical 
removal of all excrement. If there is danger from eat¬ 
ing wet greenstuff, this is probably due to the fact that 
dry, powdery excrement, containing the infective cysts 
adheres much more rapidly to wet than to dry surfaces. 

Rabbit-keepers should clearly realise that this disease 
is brought into the hutch and is spread there by an 
infected, though not necessarily sick, animal, and not 
by greenstuff. Whether or no an animal is suffering 
from the infection can be readily determined by a 
microscopical examination of a pellet of excrement. 
Man is susceptible to infection, but few cases of the 
disease are on record. 

R. T. LeIPEB, M.D., D.8C. 

Helminthological Department, London School of 
Tropica] Medicine, Royal Albert Dock, £. Oct. &. 
The Times. 


Bismuth Iodiform Paraffin Paste in injuries 
to bones. 

Writing to The British Medical Journal , E. H. 
Walker, m.b., b.s.lond., m.e.c.8., Captain r.a.m.c. (t.c.), 
«iy»:— 

“The following is the method of treatment which I 
now adopt in bony injuries, whether recent or chronic, 
for it is bony injuries in which this treatment gives 
particularly successful results compared with other 
methods. 

First, the wound edges are excised ; secondly, a free 
incision is made and loose fragments of bone and foreign 
bodies are removed ; thirdly, the wound is well dried 
with gauze ; fourthly, methylated spirit is swabbed over 
the wound, and, finally, with the wound as dry as possi¬ 
ble, B.I.P. is well rubbed into the surface ; a teaspoon¬ 
ful is usually sufficient. The wound is then lightly 
packed with dry gauze, and dry gauze is placed over the 
surface 

The following day I usually change the surface gauze, 
as there may be a little oozing. Then, provided the 
gauze packing keeps dry, it can do left in for at least a 
week. 

If it becomes very moist with discharge I take it out 
and mop up the discharge with a dry swab (in contra¬ 
distinction to bathing it with a wet solution), and then 
repack it occasionally, gradually allowing the wound to 
close up. 

I do not intend to discuss the pathology, as this has 
been done by Dr. L. G. Anderson ( Lancet . March 3rd, 
191 1\ but there are a few points to which I should like 
to cidl attention. 

Firstly, the reason I emphasize keeping wet dressing < 
away from the wound is because these leave a fluid 
residue which wets the gauze packing, and is thus apt t<> 
give a false impression of the amount of discharge ; it 
also washes out some of the B.I.P. 

Secondly, I consider that forcible syringing of deep 
wounds, especially if they are not carefully dried after 
wards, is a very common cause of pocketing and spread 
of infection along the lines of least resistance. If B.I.P. 
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rebuking in a great economy ot dressings and ot time 
and labour. In addition to this, the patient will benefit 
by less frequent dressing.” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Oautte % 

Wab Office, Whitehall, Oct. 11. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. CaDt.F. Christopher (Aug. 13). 
Temp. Hon. Lt. (temp. Capt.) H. A. Crowe to be temp. 
Maj. while holding a special appt. (Cl. B.B.) (Feb. 25). 

Oct. 12. 

Maj. (Bt. Lt.-Col.) P. J. Harris, relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of Asst. 
Dir. of Vety. Servs. (Aug. 15). 

Oct. 14. 

To be temp. Lt.:—N. Macleod (Sept. 17). 

Capt. A. A. Pryer, d.s.o., Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. 
(Cl.FF.), ceases to be graded for pay (Cl. FF.)(Aug. 21). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. W. H. Mawdsley, to be Capt. under 
Art 330, R. Wt. for pay and promotion (Oct. 1.) 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Oct. 10. 

Capt. W. K. Townson relinquishes his cotnmn. on acct. 
of ill-health contracted on active service, and is 
granted the hon. rank of Capt. (Oct. 11). 

The following casualty is reported 
Died —Capt. R. B. Cockburu. 


Animal photographic portraiture. 

We sometimes smile at the old drawings and steel 
engravings which depict animals with amazingly well- 
balanced bodies, generally set on quite impossible legs. 
We make allowances for drawings and paintings, and 
we try to find out whether reliable contemporary ob¬ 
servers of the wonderful animals left word-portraits. 
Amos Cruickshank’s concise and plainly homely picture 
of Lancaster Comet has caused smiles in many quarters 
—“ He was made and put together like a fat pig”—but 
it was remarkably effective, as the older breeders in the 
North can testify. 

It was wont to be said that the camera cannot lie, 
but the camera in the hands of an expert is fit to give 
any number of points to all the ordinary dispiples of 
Ananias and Sapphira. The camera ought not, per¬ 
haps to be held responsible for the faking of negatives, 
bu 4 ii- any case it is associated with things which make 
the j' lioious grieve. When dealing with such breeds 
astiu Shorthorn, Aberdeen-Angus, Hereford,and High¬ 
land. the common photographic temptation is to repre¬ 
sent thr animals as mathematically straight above and 
be!* a. and perfectly balanced fore and aft. The thing 
ter.ri- to become a front-rank nuisance. It is artistic 
impeitin-nee. Nature avoids mathematically straight 
line> such as we see in many drawings and in some 
much lauded photographs. The actual departures from 
the straight and approximately square are sometimes 
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very slight, as in the case of the Shorthorn Flora 6th or 
the Highland Fuinery Queen, and from the cylindrical 
as in the Aberdeen-Angus Everwise, yet the something 
which is infinitely better remains. 

But is an artist not entitled to make the best of his 
model ? He should represent his model at its best, if he 
can. That is an entirely different matter. Many years 
ago, when I was writing an article on Highland cattle 
for a somewhat important publication, I was offered a 
photo of a bull, taken from a painting by a famous 
artist. I did not accept it. Was it not good enough? 
It was by far too perfect. The animal might have 
been made in the foundry. 

Great pressure is frequently put on photographers to 
produce what are termed high-class portraits. Owners 
want something better than the truth. I should go so 
far as to say, Let them have the truth in love, or the 
veracities mainly on the sunny side. Photography 
ought to be of great historic value. As now practised 
by many I am afraid it it storing up for itself things 
which will furnish caustic verdicts in future days. 
May I repeat that I like to see animals “ well taken,” 
but they must be the real animals, not dandified carica¬ 
tures.— Jas. Cameron, in Live Stock Journal. 


WIND AND WATER. 

The following little incident I heard in a store in a 
small town in the South of Ireland a few days ago. I 
call the place a store, but in reality it is a public 
house. The licensing laws differ somewhat in this part 
of the United Kingdom (anyhow at present!) They 
sell nearly everything from ale to Zambuck. 


A carrier came in one morning for his usual “half-un” 
and wanted another “weight” (211b.) of potatoes. The 
woman of the house knowing the man and his establish¬ 
ment asked him what he did with the potatoes he was 
getting, as he had had seven weights. Well, he said, 
I give them raw in the morning to the horse for his 
and in the evening I give them boiled for his water. 

Learning. 


OBITUARY. 

E. M. Dixon, Capt. c.a.v.c. 

Graduated, Lond : May, 1892. 

Capt. Dixon died on active service, 27th Sept., 1918. 

Robert Bowes Cockburn, Capt. a.v.c. 

Lond : July, 1911. 

Capt. Cockburn died whilst on service: date and 
place not stated. 

Mr. Alexander Strachan, a well known veterinary 
surgeon in Aberdeenshire, died on Saturday, at Mans¬ 
field, Fyvie. He was 79 years of age, and was a native 
of Tarves. Mr. Strachan is survived by a family, his 
wife having predeceased him about six years ago. 


Personal. 

Reynolds. On the 11th Oct., at Heathfield, Royston, 
Herts, the wife of Capt. E. Brayley Reynolds, a.v.c., 
Mesopotamia Expeditionary Force—a son. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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5 

5 

1 

2 
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22 

33 


27 

11 
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1916 

1915 



4 

11 

9 

4 

12 

9 
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1 

1 

5 

20 

15 

16 

33 

24 

27 

9 

2 

31 

58 

61 

13 

34 

228 

Total for 41 weeks, 1918 

26 

1 

197 

227 

3 

13 

26 

71 

3648 

6874 

261 

1121 

448 

Corresponding 
period in 

1917 

1916 

1915 



353 

419 

455 

402 

493 

517 

1 

24 

23 

43 

40 

42 

110 

71 

1989 

1784 

:eeo 

3791 

4015 

J1418 

415 

199 

164 

1849 

3651 

3269 

901 

8839 

14273 


J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1916, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities + Counties affected, animals attacked London 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 15. 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 



Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 30,1918 
^ 0 T e.—T he figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The Annual Report op the Chief Veterinary. 
Officer to the Board of Agriculture : 1917. | 

The Annual Report, as usual in these days, is | 
brief and condensed; but it is eminently business¬ 
like, and reports a great amount of work. 

The longest and most detailed section, which is 
also the most interesting and important, is that 
upon Swine-fever. This is almost wholly concerned 
with the results of serum treatment during tho 
period from October, 1916 to September, 1917, and 
is very valuable. Records were kept of outbreaks 
in which serum was used, and of others in which 
for various reasons it was not; and the report com¬ 
pares the results in “serum” and “non-serum” 
outbreaks with considerable detail. The figures 
speak well for serum treatment. In the serum out¬ 
breaks, as compared with the non-serum, there 
were substantial decreases in the doath-rate and 
number of pigs killed for food respectively, with a 
corresponding increase in the number of pigs freed. 
The birth rate during the isolation period in serum 
outbreaks was more than double that in non-serum 
outbreaks. Evidently serum treatment is succeed¬ 
ing ; and owners appear to have realised this even 
in 1917, for we read that “the proportion of suit 
able cases ( i.c ., cases in which it was not certain 
that infection had already spread to all the pigs) in 
which serum was accepted was 805 per cent.” 
The most unsatisfactory feature of serum treatment 
at present is the'number of cases in which, for one 
reason or another, it cannot be adopted. In 504 
cases (more than 20% of the outbreaks during the 
period) it is stated that “conditions were unsuitable 
for treatment;” while in no less than 220 of the 
2531 outbreaks in the year the position was that 
“ no pigs remained alive on the premises for treat¬ 
ment at the completion of diagnosis.” This last 
condition suggests the old trouble—the delay in re 
porting; which doubtless also had much to do with 
the 564 cases in which “ conditions were unsuit¬ 
able.” Obviously, unless this can be remedied, 
serum can never give anything like its maximum 
results. 

Some of the details regarding glanders are of in¬ 
terest. There were 25 outbreaks in the year, involv¬ 
ing 63 affected animals; and the total number of 
animals on infected premises was 470. Of the 63 
affected animals, 19 were clinical cases, and the re¬ 
maining 44 were detected by mallein. These 44 
reactors amounted to 9 7 per cent, of the animals 
tested; and 11 of these, or exactly a quarter, only 
gave a definite reaction to the second test. It is 
noteworthy that no less than 6 of the 25 outbreaks 
occurred in horses engaged in colliery work, and 
2 of these were discovered through the operation of 
tbe Mines Act, which is doing much good against 


glanders. As 12 outbreaks occurred in London and 
the adjoining counties of Essex, Kent, and Middle¬ 
sex, this leaves only 7 outbreaks in the rest of Great 
Britain, except those in the colliery horses. 

Not very much is said concerning anthrax ; but 
what does appear is interesting. It is noticeable 
that over 80 % of the outbreaks occurred on pre¬ 
mises which, so far as was known, had been pre¬ 
viously clean. The tabulated results of inquiries 
as to the probable source of origin in these are pub¬ 
lished, and cast great suspicion upon the use of im¬ 
ported food stuffs and artificial manures of animal 
origin, especially the former. This is by no means 
the first evidence we have had tending to incrim¬ 
inate imported food-stuffs in particular; and its fre¬ 
quent occurrence is more than suggestive. Another 
important, and a very unsatisfactory point is the 
number of cases, amounting to about 15 per cent, of 
affected animals, in which the disease was not re¬ 
ported until the carcases were “caught”; as it were, 
at knackers’ yards or slaughter-houses. This is an 
old difficulty, which does not seem to lessen as time 
goes on. As the Chief Officer remarks, it “calls for 
firm action by the Local Authorities when cases are 
brought to light.” 

Tho section upon sheep-scab is mainly concerned 
with details regarding the transmission of the dis¬ 
ease between the different countries in the United 
Kingdom. A table is given showing the proportion 
of outbreaks in England attributable to infection 
from Scotland, and shows that, as in 1916, we im¬ 
ported disease from Scotland to a serious extent. 

Here it is satisfactory to note that the local regu¬ 
lations imposed in Cumberland, which require 
double-dipping of all sheep arriving at farms from 
Scotland, have proved a success in that oountv; 
this supports the Board’s view, expressed in tne 
last annual roport, that the measure is the best 
guarantee against the importation of infection. 
Wales romained seriously infected during 1917, but 
did not causo many outbreaks; and the 9 outbreaks 
which did occur were confined to the counties bordering 
upon the principality. The number of cargoes from 
Ireland which contained affected sheep was decidedly 
higher than in 1916. In connection witn this disease we 
should remember that this year the figures, up to the 
present, are much better than those for 1917. 

Hardly anything is said of parasitic mange, beyond the 
remark that, “owing to war conditions,” it has shown a 
tendency to spread. It certainly has ; and the tendency 
has become much more manifest since the expiration of 
the period uruler report, doubtless from the same cause. 

Very little is said of the other work at the Hoard ; but 
it is noted that the Laboratory issued 43,290 average 
doses of anti swine-fever serum, and 14,r>60 doses of anti- 
abortion vaccine, which speaks well for the popularity of 
the Board's vaccine therapy. Altogether the report is an 
interesting summary of a years good work, and is well 
worth the small cost of two pence to practitioners. 
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Avian Disbaseb. 

This week we reprint the concluding portion of a 
long report upon an outbreak of Fowl Typhoid, the 
preceding portion of which appeared in our issue of 
October 5. It iB taken from the Journal of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association , and was 
presented at the Annual Meeting in September, 
1915: we have given it here almost in full— some 
tables and details are omitted, but there is sufficient 
to show the amount of work that was put into the 
investigation. It was carried out at one of the 
many State Experiment Stations in U.S.A., and 
though it cannot he said that such reports are 
common there, they are not infrequent in connection 
with avian diseases. In French and other conti¬ 
nental journals, too, pathological notes have been 
fairly frequent during the last 25 years—and were 
by no means unknown earlier. 

There are two main reasons which probably 
account for the neglect of diseases of the smaller 
domesticated animals, including fowls, in this 
country for the last hundred years. One was, and 
in a measure is still, the high value of the horse, as 
well as of pedigreed cattle. The other, the abomin¬ 
able neglect of our agriculture as a national asset 
by successive governments. 

The supersession of the horse by motor traotion 
was the means of turning the attention of many of 
our veterinarians to the diseases of the dog and cat, 
men who had previously declined to trouble them¬ 
selves with such cases. There are still men in 
praotioe—not old men at that—who will not, or 
cannot, get beyond the old faiths. At the present 
time there are “ Poultry Experts ” attached to 
various institutions who, presumably, undertake 
what veterinary work is required ; and some who 
supply instruction and advice through the columns 
of the “ weeklies.” 

The L.G.B. again. 

Our readers will notice that under the heading 
of “ Clean Milk Supply,” in report of meeting of 
Council R.C.V.S., the testing of cattle with tuber¬ 
culin may be placed under control of the Local 
Government Board: and that a letter has been 
submitted on the question. It is not the first time 
that cattle diseases have been claimed as falling in 
the domain of the L.G.B. 


l?o?al College of 
IDeterlnan? Surgeons. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Special Meeting of the Council was held at the 
College, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1, on 
Friday, October 18th, when the following members were 

K resent: Mr. F. W. Garnett, President, in the Chair; 

(aj. J. Abson, Mr. G. A. Banham, Maj.-Gen. L. J. 
Blenkinsop. Mr. J. C. Coleman, Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
Mr. S. H. Slocock, Sir Stewart Stockman. 

The minutes of the previous Special Meeting of 
Council were read and confirmed. 


The Secretary announced that he had received 
apologies for absence from the following members 
Messrs. Bradley, Clarkson, Dunstan, Lawson, McKinna, 
Mulvey, Pricej Thompson, Trigger, Wilson. 

On the motion of Sir Stewart Stockman, seconded by 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, 

It was resolved: That the following alteration to 
Bye-law 80, passed at the previous special meeting, be 
confirmed, and that the seal of the College he attached 
thereto:— 

“Each candidate for the office of Examiner shall, at 
least fourteen days before the election, intimate in 
writing to the Secratary his willingness to be appointed, 
and submit with his application a statement of his 
qualifications.” The remainder of the Bye-law to stand 
as at present. 

Linseed Oil supplies. A letter was received from the 
Chairman of the United Kingdom Linseed Oil Cm- 
sumers’ Association stating that the scheme of distribu- 
had not yet been settled, and that a further communi¬ 
cation would be sent in due course. 

Mettam Appeal. A copy of an appeal for a Civil List 
Pension to be granted to Mrs, Mettam was received, and 

It was resolved : ThataSpeci 1 Committee consisting 
of: The President, Maj. Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, and Sir S'ewart Stockman be ap¬ 
pointed with power to take such action in support of 
the appeal as they may think necessary. 

Clean Milk Supply. A draft letter to the Ministry 
of Food was submitted, pointing out that the testing of 
Cattle with Tuberculin is a veterinary matter which 
should be under the control of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, and not of the Local Government Board. 
The draft was approved and ordered to be transmitted 
to the Ministry of Food, a copy to be sent to the Board 
of Agriculture and the Local Government Board. 


THE VETERINARY TRIBUNAL. 

A meeting of the Veterinary Tribunal was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London, W,C. 1, on Friday, 18tb inst., 
when the following members were present:— 

Mr. F. W. Garnett, Chairman; Messrs. G. A. Banham, 
H. J. Dawes; Sir John M‘Fadyean ; Messrs. S. H. 
Slocock, J. Willett, W. Woods. 

The following cases were dealt with :— 

Greenway, Edward, Prospect House, Church Street, 
Frodsham. Age 30. Category A. N.S.R/s application 
allowed. Man not to be called up till 18th Nov., 1918. 

Holroyd, J., 1 Simmons Street, Blackburn. Age 30. 
Grade 3. Temporary exemption allowed for six months, 
to 18th April, 1919. 

Cormack, J. L., 38 Holyhead Road, Coventry. Age 
31 Grade I. Temporary exemption allowed for three 
months, to 18th January, 1919. 

Hunting, C. S., 16 Forest Road, Loughborough. Age 
31. Grade I. N.S.R.’s application allowed. Man not 
to be called up till 18th November, 1918. 

Forrest, R. L. C., Carlisle House, Towcester. Age 
33. Grade I. Man’s application refused. Not to be 
called up till 18th November, 1918. 

Laycock, H. R., 64 Fitzwalter Road, Sheffield. Age 
33. Grade I. N.S.R.’s application refused. Conditional 
exemption granted, to remain. 

Searby, B.A., Ramsey, Hunts. Age 34. Grade I. 
N.S.R.’s appeal refused. Conditional exemption granted 
to remain. 

Jones, J. R. A., Russell Street, Gloucester. Age 30. 
Category A. N.S.R/s application refused. Conditional 
exemption, to remain. 
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Trigger, William, Queen Street, Newcastle, Staffs- 
Age 35. Grade B1. Temporary exemption allowed for 
three months, till 18th January, 1919. 

Stanley, P. A., 15 College Avenue, Tavistock. Age 
38. Grade I. Temporary exemption allowed for three 
months, till 18th January, 1919. 

Munby, J. C., 21 Cliffe High Street, Lewes. Age 42. 
Grade 1 (B 1). Temporary exemption granted for three 
months, till 18th January, 1919. 

Sue den, F. H., Stanton House, Grantham. Age 40. 
Grade ? II. Temporary exemption granted for three 
months, till 18th January, 1919. 

Hudson, R., 29 Bridgegate, Retford, Notts. Age 42. 
Grade II. Temporary exemption granted for six months, 
till 18th April, 1919. 

Brittain, H. A. G. K., 16 Redcar Road, Guisborough. 
Age 41. Grade II. Temporary exemption granted for 
three months, till 18th January, 1919. 

Thompson, F., 4 Northumberland Street, Morecambe 
Age 51. Grade II. Temporary exemption for six 
months, till 18th April, 1919. 

Conchie, J. W., 30 Station Hill, Kidderminster. Age 
41. Grade III. Temporary exemption for six months, 
till 18th April, 1919. 

Howe. A. B., Cromford Road, Wirkswortb, Dei by¬ 
shire. Age 43. Grade III. Temporary exemption 
granted for six months, till 18th April, 1919. 

Wynne, J. H., Tan y Craig, Denbigh. Age 49. Not 
examined. Man’s application allowed. Temporary ex¬ 
emption granted for six months, till 18t.h April, 1919. 

^ Nixon, S. H., 91 Wicker, Sheffield. Age 36. Grade II. 
N.S-R.’s application refused. Temporary exemption 
granted for six months, till 18th April, 1919. 

Cundell, F. H. W., 30 Marlborough Road, Swindon. 

Age 40. Grade I. N.S.R.’s application refused. 
Temporary exemption granted for six months, till 18th 
April, 1919. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

J. W. Nolans, Birr, Ireland 

(1916-17-18) £.3 3 0 

R. K. Porteous, Capt. a.v.c. 1 1 0 

W. H. Priston, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

T. L. Shea, Maj. a.v.c. 110 

Previously acknowledged 1067 18 11 
£1074 4 11 


A REPORT UPON AN OUTBREAK OF FOWL TYPHOID. 
By Walter J. Taylor, Assistant Professor of Veter¬ 
inary Science, College of Agriculture, University of 
California. 

( Concluded from p. 108). 

In order to ascertain the period of incubation, study 
the clinical symptoms of the disease, carry on some in¬ 
oculation experiments and verify our pathological find¬ 
ings, we secured a number of fowls of various breeds 
from a local poultry supply house. 

Inasmuch as this disease had been described as affect¬ 
ing the normal blood content, the examination of the 
blood was begun as soon as the experimental birds were 
inoculated. The results of these examinations were as 
follows:— 


Table No. I. (Abridged). 

Experimental Fowl No. 1. White Leghorn Cockerel. 

Temp. Red Cells. Leucocytes. 
Aug. 8 1081 3840000 20220 

Injected 1 c.c. 30 hour bouillon culture in wing vein 
at 6 p.m. 


10 

109*4 3332000 

Diarrhoea present. 

35600 

14 

107 2592000 

89440 

21 

106*4 2924000 

51280 


At this date we learned that this bird had been fed 
viscera from a fowl out of the affected flock a couple of 
weeks before 

This bird was in apparently perfect health at the time 
it was killed and a post-mortem examination made. 
(Aug. 29). The only pathological lesion found was a 
slightly enlarged and dark coloured liver. Cultures 
were made on slant agar from the spleen, liver and 
kidneys. A pure culture of the organism under obser¬ 
vation was obtained from the spleen. The tubes inocu¬ 
lated from the liver and kidneys remained sterile. 

Plate cultures in series made from the rectum showed, 
among many others, probably colon, several colonies 
resembling those of the organism causing fowl typhoid. 
From one of the colonies, Bacterium sanguinarium was 
recovered and was shown by the cultural characteristics 
and the morphology. 

[Four other experiments are quoted with temperature 
and blood counts as in No. 1. One was inoculated with 
bouillon culture—died 11th day. One, fed spleen and 
portion liver from previous bird—recovered. Two, fed 
cultures of B. sanguinarium, each died on 8th day. 
Tables of differential leucocyte counts are given]. 

The tahles show that the increase in leucocytes is 
confined almost entirely to the polymorphonuclear var¬ 
iety which of course affects the total percentage of the 
other varieties. 

In view of the fact that our findings differ somewhat 
from those of Moore and Dawson, we give belew what we 
found to be the morphological, cultural and biochemic 
properties of Bacterium sanguinarium. 

Morphology. The individual organisms are short 
rods with rounded or somewhat pointed ends. They 
usually occur singly but in clumps or masses from 
tissue, while in culture they may appear in pairs united 
end to end. In size they vary from • 3 to *5 microns 
broad and 1 to 2 microns long. There seems to be a 
peripheral arrangement of the protoplasm observed 
when stained with fuchsin or metnylene blue. This is 
especially noticeable in smears made from diseased 
tissue. It is Gram negative. 

Cultural and Biochemic properties. The organism 
is aerobic and facultative anaerobic. It grows readily 
at from 34 to 37*5 degrees centigrade, somewhat less 
vigorously at room temperature. 

Results are also given on Plain bouillon, Sugar-free 
bouillon. Agar, Gelatin stab, Milk, Litmus milk, 
Potato, Egg medium. 

Action on sugar. Dextrose. There is uniform 
cloudiness throughout the tube in 24 hours. The reac¬ 
tion is acid but no gas is formed. On further incubation 
the acidity becomes more pronounced but no gas is 
formed even at the end of 72 hours. 

Lactose , A slight cloudiness appears in the open arm 
and curvature of the tube in 24 hours although the 
closed arm remains perfectly clear : no gas is formed. 
The reaction is sligntly alkaline, becoming more alka¬ 
line upon further incubation, with slight sediment. 

Saccharose. A very slight cloudiness appears in the 
open arm of the tube in 24 hours: the closed arm is 
clear. No sediment occurs: the reaction is at first 
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neutral becoming alkaline in 72 hours: no gas is formed. 

Resistance of the organism. The action of direct 
sunlight upon the organism destroyed it in 25 minutes. 
It will live for 32 hours in the dark in the dried con¬ 
dition. It is killed by a temperature of 60° C. in ten 
minutes. 

A 3% solution of phenol destroyed it in 8 minutes. 
Inoculation Experiments on other animals. 
Guinea Pig. A female guinea pig of 460 grammes 
weight was inoculated per sub cutem with *3 c.c. of a rich 
bouillon culture of Boot, sanguinarinm on Aug. 15 and 
was found dead at 8 a.m. on Aug. 20. The organism was 
recovered from the tissues. 

During the past few years quite a little attention has 
been accorded to a disease of fowls which although 
primarily being studied as a disease of young chicks is 
now recognised as affecting adult fowls. This disease is 
known under the names of bacillary white diarrhrea in 
chickens and also as fatal septicaemia of chickens. In 
1908 Rettger and Harvey published their findings upon 
the study of this disease and announced the discovery 
of an organism which they named Bacterium pullorum . 
In 1912 Jones reported finding this organism in a fatal 
outbreak of disease in adult fowls. Since Jones reported 
his findings it has become a well established fact that 
young chicks which have recovered from this disease 
may harbour the germ and when mature transmit it 
through their eggs as adult fowls. 

Because of a similarity to a certain extent of the 
morbid anatomy in the disease caused by Bacterium 
sanguinarium and that produced by Bacterium pullorum 
in adult fowls, we give a comparison of the morphology, 
cultural, biochemic properties, and the resistance of the 
two organisms. [Table omitted.] 

Summary. 

A careful review of the work done by us during our 
investigation of this disease would warrant the conclu 
sion that we were dealing with the disease described by 
Moore in 1895 as Infectious Leukemia, confirmed by 
Dawson in 1898, and studied as Fowl Typhoid by 
Curtice in 1902. 

We have found that there are certain differences ob¬ 
served by these writers to which we wish to call special 
attention. Moore states that “diarrhoea is not present,” 
while Dawson observed that “ there is a profuse 
diarrhoea.” 

In the same way Dawson describes the organism as 
“coagulating milk in one day,” while Moore announced 
a “saponification of milk after a period of incubation” 
and no coagulation. 

During our experiments and as described by the 
owner in the outbreak resulting in the investigation, 
diarrhoea was present in about 80 % of the cases. Again, 
we have found the organism to saponify milk in four to 
five weeks while no coagulation occurred. 

Moore has called attention to the fact that examina¬ 
tion of the blood of a diseased fowl, Toisson’s fluid being 
used as a diluting agent, showed that numerous red cor¬ 
puscles appeared to take the blue stain more or less in¬ 
tensely. Ward, in his bulletin on fowl cholera, draws 
attention to certain cells not leucocytes, taking the blue 
stain and described at some length the morphology of 
these cells. Undoubtedly Ward was describing what 
latre Warthing designated as “thrombocytes.” Burnett 
has called attention to these cells and describes them as 
being “ undoubtedly the result of degeneration.” 

During the work just completed on this disease, we 
wish to corroborate the findings of Moore. In making 
examinations of the blood of diseased fowls, using 
Toisson’s fluid as a diluent, we have found in every case 
red cells showing all the characteristics of a normal red 
blood cell of healthy fowls, except that they were 
stained more or less intensely blue. As many as nine 
of these cells have been observed within the 9 sq. mm. 


ruled space of the Zappert-Ewing counting chamber. 
The so-called thrombocytes were also noted and com¬ 
parison as to morphology drawn. We have not found 
these blue stained red cells in examining the blood of 
normal fowls. 

Conclusions. 

A study of the work done by us seems to justify the 
following conclusions: 

1. Fowl typhoid is a specific disease of fowls caused 
by Bacterium sanguinarium occurring sporadically and 
causing heavy losses among affected flocks ; and unless 
proi»erly investigated may easily be mistaken for fowl 
clolera because of its high mortality. 

2. The specific morbid conditions consist of an enlarged 
liver containing necrotic areas, an enlarged spleen and a 
general anaemic condition of the serous and mucous 
membranes together with a marked increase in leuco¬ 
cytes and a corresponding decrease of the red cell con - 
tent of the blood. 

3. The increase in leucocytes seems to be confined to 
the polymorphonuclear variety. 

4. Fat, well-conditioned, adult fowls are more sus¬ 
ceptible than young, nearly mature growing birds. 

5. Birds may contract the disease by the ingestion of 
pure cultures of Bacterium mnguinarium. 

6. Birds fed upon the offal of other birds dead of this 
disease show a mild non-fatal form of the disease, tend¬ 
ing to recovery. 

7. There is evidence that recovery from this mild form 
produces more or less of an immunity. Further investi¬ 
gations upon this point is needed. 

8. The power of some of the red corpuscles of the 
affected fowls to take the violet stain, when the blood 
is diluted in Toisson’s fluid is especially noticeable in 
this disease. 

9. While the lesions produced in fowls which are in¬ 
fected with Bacterium sanguinarium resemble in many 
respects those produced by Bacterium pullorum , and 
although there is a still closer resemblance in the bio¬ 
logical characters of the two organisms, there is enough 
difference to warrant the conclusion that they are dis¬ 
tinctly different diseases. 

[A list of works referred to is given, six of which are 
Bulletins, or reports of work at Agric. Expt. Stations.] 

Extracts from Discussion. 

Dr. K. F. Meyer: Through the courtesy of Dr. Haring 
I was able to autopsy, the following year, some of the 
fowls from the same flock, and I was able to isolate the 
same organism and to corroborate his findings. We 
were vitally interested in this organism from the view¬ 
point of its relation to the typhoid bacillus and to other 
organisms, and our work was in progress when a publi¬ 
cation appeared in which practically all the conditions 
which we intended to investigate were already thoroughly 
discussed, namely, this bacillus of fowl typhoid is closely 
related to the Bacillus typhosus. It is gratifying to find 
others who support us. We were able to agglutinize 
this organism very satisfactorily. 

Dr. Christiansen : In the first place it is not gener¬ 
ally supposed that typhoid is able to exist in the body 
of a chicken. Statements have been made, I believe, 
as to the length of time required for the body of a 
chicken to rid itself of the typhoid. We found that cer¬ 
tain strains of typhoid are much more pathogenic in 
some chickens than in others. Working with the in¬ 
fected strain we found we could recover the typhoid 
from the blood of a chicken eight hours after inocula¬ 
tion. Furthermore, after nine hours inoculation, the 
chicken was dead, but whether or not that was due to 
shock or whether it was due to the toxicity of the 
typhoid, we are not able to state. 

Another interesting observation is that the agglutina¬ 
tion of the typhoid, or rather the conglutination of the 
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various strains of fowl typhoid, differ from ordinary 
typhoid serum. For instance, we find that a rabbit im- 
muised with the army and navy strain was protected 
against a lethal dose of fowl typhoid organism. 

These experiments we hope to have recorded in the 
near future. 

Dr. Eichhorn : I think it would be of interest to men¬ 
tion the ex|>eriment8 which are now being carried out in 
the pathology division of the Bureau of Animal Industry 
with the Bacillus puUorum —as to its diagnosis in 
chronic cases. The preparation used is somewhat sim¬ 
ilar to that for the diagnosis of tuberculosis, but of 
course it represents only a product of the organism. 
The intradermal test of a chicken is made and the re¬ 
action is somewhat similar to the tubercular reaction in 
fowls. The results are not conclusive but are very pro¬ 
mising, and aim to make possible the determination of 
the disease in its chronic form when usually the ovaries 
are affected, and in that way separate the diseased 
animals from the healthy flock and prevent subsequent 
infections 

THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY, 
fN ational V.M. A—Southern Branch.! 

The Annual General Meeting was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C., on Thursday evening, 
Oct. 3rd. Thr President, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, 
occupied the chair, and the following Fellows were 
present .—Messrs. W. Roger Clarke, H. D. Jones, J. W. 
McIntosh, H. J. Parkin, S. H. Slocock, E. L. Stroud, 
\V. N. Thompson, J. Willett, and Hugh A. MacCormack, 
Hon. Sec. 

On the motion of Mr. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
McIntosh, the minutes of the last annual general meet¬ 
ing were taken as read and confirmed. 

Corrcxjxyndence. It was announced that letters regret¬ 
ting their inability to attend had been received from 
Mr. N. Almond and Mr. T. Salusbury Price, and also a 
telegram from Mai. W. S. Mulvey. 

Mr. H. H. Whitlamsmith wrote, tendering his resig : 
nation as a Fellow of the Society, and it was unani¬ 
mously decided that the Hon. Secretary should write to 
Mr. Whitlamsmith saying that the President and Fellows 
regretted the decision at which he had arrived, and 
hoped he would reconsider it. 

Annual Report and Balance Sheet. 

The Hon. Secretary presented the following annual 
report : — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—The Council are 
pleased to be able to announce that though we are still 
going through arduous times, the session 1917-18 has 
been a successful one. Two Fellows have been elected, 
and one has resigned. The annual meeting was held in 
October, at which Prof. G. H. Wooldridge was unani¬ 
mously elected President. Five ordinary, one special, 
and two Council meetings have been held, with an 
average attendance of 15 at the ordinary meetings. 

In previous years we have had monthly meetings from 
October to July, but it was thought better last session, 
as so many of our Fellows are doing military duties, 
and considering the great stress of the times, to have 
meetings only in alternate months. 

It was decided not to have an annual dinner till more 
more propitious times. 

The following papers were read :—Capt. J. Malcolm 
Armfield, a.v.c.. “A few diseases affecting animals in 
Northern Rhodesia.” The paper was exceedingly in¬ 
teresting as most of the diseases described were tropical 
—quite new to the Fellows. The President, Prof. G. H. 
Wooldridge, gave a paper on “Acne and Impetigo,” in 
which he dealt fully with the subject. 


In January a special meeting was held at which Mr. 
H. D. Jones read a paper on “The rationing of horses ; 
and some of its ill-effects due to insufficient and inferior 
food.” The subject was well discussed. Letters, em¬ 
bodying the resolution passed at the meeting were sent 
to the Hay Controller, and to the Horse Food Controller, 
with satisfactory results. At the May meeting Mr. G. H. 
Livesey, brought forward the following proposition: 
“ To consider the position of Veterinary Surgeons under 
the new Military Service Act.” After giving the matter 
great consideration, it was decided to communicate 
with the Minister of National Service, and enclosing 
resolution passed ; copies were sent also to the President 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

In response to a letter from Mr. Leslie Scott, Q.C.,M.P., 
we discussed the question of “ The feeding of horses in 
relation to their ability to perform their work, and the 
prevention of cruelty.” The resolution was embodied in 
a memorial which Mr. Leslie Scott presented, at the 
head of the deputation to the Home Secretary ; who 
was accompanied by the Commissioner of Police and 
the Horse Food Controller. Some improvement in :he 
conditions resulted therefrom. 

We have to thank the following Fellows for exhibiting 
post-mortem specimens: Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Messrs. 
W. Perryman, H. D. Jones, and F. W. Willett. We 
hope this session that we will have a larger number 
brought forward. Specimens |are always interesting 
and instructive. 

The Council desires again to make a special appeal to 
Fellows still remaining at home, and would urge them 
to endeavour to put in a more regular attendance at the 
meetings and thus help the Society to carry on its 
useful work during the war. 

The balance brought forward and the receipts for the 
year amount to £99 10s. 7d. : the expenses were 
£53 Is. 6d. : leaving a balance of £46 9s. Id. 

The Balance Sheet. The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. E. L. 
Stroud, in response to a suggestion from the President, 
that he might wish to make some remarks on the bal¬ 
ance sheet, said he thought that, considering the times 
the country was going through, the balance sheet was 
very satisfactory. The Society had been able to pay its 
way, and there was a fair balance in hand at the Dank. 

The President remarked that the balance sheet 
showed that the Society’s funds had increased by 
£2 8s. 8d. during the past year, the balance brought 
forward from the previous year being £44 Os. 5d, and 
the cash at bank and the Treasurer's hands at the end 
of the year being £46 9s. Id. 

Mr. Willett, in moving the adoption of the report 
and balance sheet, thought the Society had every reason 
to congratulate itself on having been able to carry on 
and to pay its way considering the strenuous year 
through which it had passed. 

Mr. Thompson seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Election of Officers. 

President The Hon. Sec., in moving the re-election 
of Prof. G. H. Wooldridge for the forthcoming year, 
said that not only the Council, but several Fellows by 
whom he had been approached were unanimous in their 
desire that Prof. Wooldridge should be re-elected to the 
position he now occupied. Prof. Wooldridge knew the 
ropes of ths Society to the finger-tips : under his presi¬ 
dency the Society had done remarkably well during the 
past year, and he was sure the Fellows could not do 
better than re-elect him. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Willett formally seconded the motion, which, 
on being put to the meeting by the Hon. Secretary, was 
carried with acclamation. 

The President, who was received with applause, said 
it afforded him much pleasure to accept the honour 
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the Fellows had again conferred upon him, and with 
their assistance he hoped that during the forthcoming 
year the Society would be able to do as good work as it 
had done in the past. Its actions had not always met 
with favour, and sometimes it had got mildly called 
over the coals by the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons, but the Fellows did not mind that, because they 
thought it might have done some good in making the 
College take further action. 

Vice-Presidents. On the motion of Mr. Willett, 
seconded by Mr. McIntosh, Messrs. N. Almond, G. H. 
Livesey, W. Roger Clarke and J. B. Buxton, were 
unanimously re-elected Vice-Presidents. 

Council. On the motion of Mr. W. Roger Clarke, 
seconded by Mr. E. L. Stroud, the Council, consisting of 
the following gentlemen, was also unanimously re¬ 
elected: Messrs. R. J. Foreman, H. D. Jones, J. W. 
McIntosh, F. G. Chamberlain, W. S. King, W. N. 
Thompson, J. Willett. H. King, W. R. Davis, H. J. 
Parkin, and F. W. Willett. 

Hon. Treasurer. The President, in moving the re- 
election of Mr. E. L. Stroud as Hon. Treasurer, said 
that that gentleman had acted so excellently in that 
capacity for so many years past that no enconiums were 
required to urge his re-election. 

The resolution was seconded and supported by several 
Fellows, and carried unanimously. Mr. Stroud briefly 
acknowledged the compliment. 

Hon. Secretary. The President said it afforded him 
much pleasure to move the re-election of the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. MacCormack. The Fellows had only one 
objection to him, namely, that he moved about so slowly 
and would not get his injured leg better. (Laughter). 
He was the kind of man that kept them all up to the 
scratch. He thought the Society could never have a 
better Secretary, even if it was possible to have had so 
good a one. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Willett, in seconding the motion, said it was 
apparent to all the Fellows that the Hon. Secretary was 
slowly getting better. Personally, he believed that if 
Mr. MacCormack placed airaself under a veterinary 
surgeon instead of a doctor he would get better much 
quicker. (Laughter). 

The President said that the motion before the meet¬ 
ing was that the Hon. Secretary be re-elected. 

Mr. Slocock : On condition that he be fired and 
blistered! (Laughter). 

The motion was then put, and carried with acclama¬ 
tion. 

The Hon. Secretary briefly thanked the Fellows for 
their further mark of confidence in him. 

Trustees. The President, in moving the re-election 
of Messrs. S. H. Slocock, J. Willett, and E. L. Stroud as 
Trustees, said that the funds seemed to be pretty safe 
in their hands, and as they had not given any trouble, 
it was desirable that they should be re-elected. 

Mr. Jones seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. . 

H<m. Auditors. The President said that, according 
to the Rules, one of the Auditors must be a member of 
Council, and the other a Fellow of the Society not on 
the Council. He accordingly moved that the present 
Auditors, namely. Mr. W. Roger Clarke, representing 
the Council, and Mr. Eaglesham, representing the re¬ 
maining Fellows, be re-elected. 

Mr. McIntosh seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously, and the meeting terminated. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


According to the annual report of the Salford Veter¬ 
inary Inspector, during the past year 1137 horses were 
prepared for human consumption in the public slaughter- 
nouses in the Salford Cattle Market. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 

A general meeting was held on Friday, May 24th, in 
the Gresham Hotel, Dublin. Prof. J. J. O’Connor, 
President, occupied the chair, and the other members 

5 resent were Messrs. Watson, Cushnahan, Norris, Neary, 

. O’Brien, W. W. Malone, Profs. Craig and Browne, 
Capt. Heavy, Messrs. P. J. Howard, R. H. Lambert, Daly 
and J. B. Dunlop. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been 
circulated, were taken as read and signed. 

The following new members were unanimously elected 
to membership W. J. Doyle. Enniscorthy ; E. A. P. 
White, d.a.t.1. ; E. V. Kelly, Oldcastle. 

Report op Council. 

A meeting of Council of the Association was held on 
the 22nd February, 1918. 

A letter from the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund was read, asking for subscriptions. It was resolved 
that £2 2s. be subscribed this year and that, if the funds 
permit, a similar subscription be given in future years. 

With reference to the grievances of the Veterinary 
inspectors, it was resolved that some of the Irish M.P.’s 
be approached with a view to securing their influence in 
promoting and introducing to the Lords of His Majesty’s 
Treasury the Deputation already appointed by the 
V.M.A.I., that the following members be appointed to 
interview the M.P.’s mentioned, and that Mr. O’Connor 
be interviewed by Mr. Holland: Mr. Devlin by Mr. 
Cushnahan: Mr. Clancey by Mr. Watson : Sir E. 
Carson or Capt. Craig by Mr. Johnston : Mr. Redmond 
by Mr. Howard : Mr. Dillon by Capt. Heavy; and that 
Mr. McGuinness prepare a statement of the grievances 
of the veterinary inspectors and send copies of same to 
each of the said M.P.’s and to each member of the 
deputation. 

A meeting of Council was held on the 22nd March, 
1918. Prof. O’Connor was authorised to sign as Presi¬ 
dent of the V.M.A.I., the petition for a Civil List 
Pension for Mrs. Mettam, sent by the Department of 
Agriculture per Mr. Howard. 

A letter was read from the Master Farriers’ Associa¬ 
tion with reference to increase in the cost of shoeing, etc. 
It was directed that this letter be acknowledged, and 
that no action be taken. It was arranged to hold the 
General Meeting in May, 1918, on a day to be arranged 
with Mr. Watson, who would read his paper on “Diseases 
of the cow’s udder,” prepared for the meeting in last 
November. Reporter to be engaged as usual. 

Mr. W atson : Since that date I have not received any 
communication. I was wondering when I would get this 
information in order that I might approach Mr. Clancey, 

If P 

Capt Heavy : The same thing applies to me. I was 
speaking to Mr. Dillon and I had not the information to 
give him. 

The Chairman : I think we have got no information 
since. 

The Chairman said he would write to Mr. McGuinness 
and ask him to prepare a statement, and this course it 
was decided should be adopted. 

Diseases of the Cow’s Udder. 

The Chairman : Our next item is Mr. Watson’s paper. 
At this particular time seeing that so much attention is 
given to matters of public health. I think Mr. Watson is 
very happy in the selection of a subject. He has gone 
into the question of all the principal diseases to be met 
with in the cow’s udder that may be communicated to 
the human being through the milk supply. I am sure 
you have all read the paper, and that it can be now taken 
as read and open for discussion. 
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Prof. Craig : The subject of the paper which Mr- 
Watson has presented for discussion at this meeting is 
of very great importance to veterinarians, and especially 
to those who are interested in Public Health matters. 
Milk forms an essential portion of the diet of children. 
It is usually taken in the raw state because many people 
have a natural prejudice against the use of boiled or 
pasteurised milk. It is therefore necessary to ensure 
the wholesome character of this food at its source, and 
safeguard the public against possible iufection from the 
cow. 

If the udder is affected with a disease communicable 
to man, the milk forms an excellent medium for its 
conveyance. It therefore behoves us as veterinarians 
to be m a position to differentiate those diseases of the 
udder with certainty and in the early stages of their 
development. Mr. Watson has had more experience 
than is granted to most of us in the inspection of dairy 
cows from the public health point of view, and we look 
to him for light and leading on this important question. 

Among the conditions to which he refers in his paper 
none have received—and deservedly received, so muph 
attention as tuberculosis of the udder. The prevalence 
of tuberculosis in the cow points to the probability of 
infection of the human subject with bovine tubercle 
bacilli, and the recent investigations in connection with 
the identity of the type of tubercle bacillus in the lesions 
of tuberculosis in young people prove that milk is one of 
the actual carriers of the disease from the cow to the 
human subject. The transmission of tuberculosis by 
this means not only occurs, but it occurs frequently. 

Mr. Watson gives some indication at the end of the 
paper as to the frequency of tuberculosis of the udder in 
dairy cows in Dublin, but the evidence is presented with 
some reservation. If one may take it that the cases 
noted as “ the masses irregular in contour, where no 
acute inflammation was present” are cases of tuber¬ 
culosis of the udder, then one may conclude that about 
1 % of the dairy cows in Dublin have tuberculous udders. 
Perhaps Mr. Watson can give us some more definite 
information as to the number of those cases in which 
tuberculosis of the udder was positively diagnosed. If 
the percentage I have put down is correct, then it is in 
accord with that which obtains in many districts in 
Great Britain. 

The infection of the udder by tubercle bacilli has been 
explained in a variety of ways. It has been thought 
that backward infection from abdominal lesions through 
the lymph vessels is the common route, and that the 
supra-mammary gland is infected before the udder itself. 
In many cases the evidence on that point is not quite 
clear. The lesions in the supramammary gland are 
slight, while those in the udder are extensive and show¬ 
ing numerous caseating and even calcifying centres. 

In the diagnosis of the condition considerable diffi¬ 
culty often arises, especially in the case of bdders in the 
early stages of the disease. The affection is difficult to 
distinguish from other chronic or subacute forms of 
mastitis ; but it would be foolish to treat all cases of 
chronic mastitis as if the animals were affected with 
tuberculosis of the udder. 

The examination of the milk from the suspected udder 
is of great value in this connection, and Mr. Watson has 
dealt with the proceedure to be followed in carrying out 
the examination. But it seems to me that he has not 
laid sufficient emphasis on the precautions to be taken 
in the selection of a sample of milk. It is necessary to 
provide against outside contamination. The milk, say 
the latter portion of it, must be withdrawn directly from 
the teat into a sterile bottle. Only then can one be 
fairly certain that when one finds an acid-fast bacillus 
in films from the samples that this bacillus is a tubercle 
bacillus, and is derived from the udder of the cow. If 
the milk for examination is taken from the common 
milking pail one cannot but see that a serious source of 


error may arise in diagnosis. I do not know if that 
happened in the case of the red cow which he mentioned 
as one of the cases which caused him trouble. Where 
the microscopic examination is negative one can not 
conclude that the udder is free from tuberculosis. 
One can only state that one has been unable to find 
tubercle bacilli in the sample of milk. Sometimes, 
however, obvious infection of a different nature is 
observed on microscopic examination. But where this 
is not noted, biologcal experiment is a useful proceedure 
for the purpose of diagnosis. It has, however, the 
defect that one has to wait several weeks for the result. 

In the meantime the application of the tuberculin 
test is of some service here—in this way. A positive 
reaction gives no indication of the position of the tuber¬ 
cular lesions in the body, but a want of reaction in an 
otherwise apparently healthy animal points to the 
absence of tuberculosis. 

As Mr. Watson has noted, it has been shown that 
tubercle bacilli may find their way into the milk from 
udders which are apparently healthy. This has been 
noted in some cows showing clinical symptoms of tuber¬ 
culosis and the infection of the milk has been proved, 
but only by biological experiment. 

It is also interesting to remember that tubercle 
bacilli have been excreted for a long time in the milk of 
cows which in their earlier days were immunized with 
vaccines prepared from human tubercle bacilli. 

Mr. Watson refers to the use of cultures for the 
purpose of diagnosis. Cultivation of tubercle bacilli 
from milk in the cases where it might be useful is not 
practicable, because of the scarcity of the organisms and 
the very slow growth of the tubercle bacillus in culture. 

.Regarding actinomycosis of the udder, the essayist 
remarks that he feels certain it is of rare occurrence. 
That is of some interest. In Lanarkshire some fifty 
udders showing lesions suspicious of tuberculosis were 
examined, and of these five proved to be cases of actino¬ 
mycosis. Possibly actinomycosis of the udder is more 
frequent in some districts than in others. 

The only other condition to which I would refer is 
botryomycosis, I would like to ask Mr. Watson if he 
has ever come across any example of that disease in the 
cow. 

In the prevention of tuberculosis in man the Tuber¬ 
culosis Orders which were introduced before the war, 
but which are now in abeyance, would have gone far 
to safeguard the public health against tubercular in¬ 
fection from a bovine source. No doubt the time will 
come, and probably at no far distant date, when the 
veterinary inspector will be called upon again to carry 
out his onerous duties in connection with the Tubercu¬ 
losis Orders of 1913 and 1914. It is therefore not in¬ 
opportune for us to discuss such a paper as Mr. Watson 
has brought forward, and I think ne deserves our very 
best thanks for preparing and presenting the paper for 
discussion at this meeting of the Association. 

Capt. Heavy : I have not had the pleasure of reading 
this paper all through, but I have nothing to say but 

F raise of it. I agree with all that Prof. Craig has said, 
t is very important that veterinary surgeons should 
know everything with reference to milk supply. Tbe 
question I would ask is why was the Tuberculosis Order 
put in abeyance, and by whom 1 I think at the present 
time, when we are led to believe that milk is a great 
source of tuberculosis when transmitted to children 
especially, and now that the aim and interest of every 
one is to preserve the manhood of the country, it is a 
pertinent question to ask why this Order was put in 
abeyance ? 

Mr. Norris : I agree with the previous speakers that 
we have no more able exponent of the subject than Mr, 
Watson, who has had a long experience of udder disease 
in the abattoir and dairy yard. Anything I have to say 
will not be in the nature of criticism, but rather to 
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emphasize some of the more important points made in 
the paper. As Capt. Heavy has said, the public has a 
vague idea that young children are sometimes liable to 
tubercular infection from drinking cows’ milk. The 
latest statistics of competent research workers show 
that almost 80 % of the cases of fatal tuberculosis in¬ 
vestigated in children under 5 years of age are due to 
bacilli of bovine strain. In adult life the percentage of 
cases of bovine origin dwindles considerably. As a rule 
in the cases in children the lesions were found to be 
abdominal, pointing to the probability of milk being the 
vehicle of infection. We could ask for no stronger evi¬ 
dence to magnify the importance of udder tuberculosis 
than the result of these researches. 

- As to the diagnosis of mammary tuberculosis, I agree 
with Mr. Watson that the history of the case, the devel¬ 
opment of the lesion, and the clinical appearances are 
very important aids ; but, of course, one snould not stop 
at the clinical examination. It is necessary to reveal 
the tubercle bacillus before giving a definite opinion. 
Microscopic examination in this respect is not altogether 
reliable, and a negative result should always be consid¬ 
ered in conjunction with the history of the case before a 
final decision is given. Cultures are perhaps the least 
satisfactory method of diagnosis; not because of the diffi¬ 
culty of obtaining pure seed material, but owing to the 
slow growing habit of the bovine type. Undoubtedly 
the most satisfactory method is guinea-pig inoculation. 

A point that I would like to emphasise is that primary 
infection of the udder is rare. We almost always find 
tuberculosis of the peritoneum in association with the 
udder lesions. How the disease spreads from the for¬ 
mer to the latter is perhaps a debatable point, although 
via the lymphatics is generally accepted. 

The only thing I have to complain of in the paper is 
that although Mr. Watson has dealt with the subject 
fully he does not give a hint as to what are the proper 
steps to secure a tubercle-free milk supply to the com¬ 
munity—a point which occupied the minds of many 
engaged in agriculture and public health questions be¬ 
fore the war. Toward the end of his paper Mr Watson 
states : “The system that exists in my bailiwick is,” etc. 
If the statement is an accurate description of the case 
as it applies to this city, 1 think it is most unsatisfactory. 
It is more or less useless to hand over a sample of milk 
to a medical man, who, perhaps, knows nothing about 
the case, to make a microscopic examination of a slide or 
two, and if the result is negative to allow the matter to 
drop. I think, and I am sure all here will agree with 
me, that the examination, both clinical and bacterio¬ 
logical, should be in the hands of the veterinary officer 
from beginning to end. 

Prof. Browne : I have very few remarks to make on 
this subject. Mr. Watson has given us some of his per¬ 
sonal experiences on the subject, and I think it is a 
great pity that he did not give us some more of them, 
because he is exceptionally fitted to do so, and his 
experience extends over—I won’t say how many years. 
There is one branch of the subject on which I have 
some little experience, and that is examination of 
milk for tubercle bacilli. During all the years when 
I was an assistant with Prof. Mettam I examined 
quite a number of specimens of milk. At that time 
the Tuberculosis Order was in operation, and I can 
assure you that it was only in a very small number of 
cases that he was able to find any tubercle bacilli. 

Mr. D. Neary : As far as tuberculosis is concerned, 
the ordinary country practitioner has very little chance 
of knowing. Personally, as far as my experience goes, I 
think the percentage of tuberculous cattle must be very 
small. 

(To be concluded). 


PARLIAMENTARY. 

In the House of Commons, Tuesday, Oct. 22nd. 

Outbreak of Rabies. 

Mr. Prothero, replying to Sir W. Bull (Hammer¬ 
smith, U.), who asked whether he was aware that a 
British officer flew over from France with a lady’s dog 
which, it was alleged, spread rabies in Devon ; and, if 
so, what punishment would be meted out to the officer 
for evading the law, said :—The Board have no know¬ 
ledge of the circumstance to which my hon. friend refers, 
and if he will send me his information, I will have it 
investigated. In January and February, 1917, the 
Board called attention to this possible source of risk, 
and both the Admiralty and tne Royal Flying Corps 
gave every assistance by warning officers of the serious 
breach of regulations involved. 1 may, perhaps, take 
this opportunity of explaining the gravity of the present 
position. In all, 40 cases of rabies have been confirmed 
since Sept. 7—35 in Devon and 5 in Cornwall: of these 
no fewer than 29 occurred in the County Borough of 
Plymouth. But these figures do not by any means repre¬ 
sent all the facts of the case. I am satisfied that rabies 
has been in existence in these counties for several 
months, probably since the end of May, and the latest 
outbreak discovered is in the Wadebridge district of 
Cornwall, some 30 miles distant from Plymouth. Here 
the rabid dog was owned by an hotelkeeper, and en¬ 
quiries have shown that another of her dogs had died 
of rabies three weeks ago, whilst other very suspicious 
deaths of dogs are now known to have occurred in 
the immediate neighbourhood during the month of 
September. Visitors with dogs had been staying at 
this hotel, and as many as seven dogs which are known 
to have been in daily contact with the hotelkeeper’s 
dogs during this summer have been taken to places 
outside Devon and Cornwall. These have now all 
been traced and isolated. It will be seen that grave 
risk of the spread of this disease to other parts of the 
country has thus been incurred, and I desire to make 
a strong appeal to all persons who have visited 
Devon or Cornwall with dogs during the last five 
months that they should place their dogs with veter¬ 
inary surgeons at once ana inform my Department of 
of the fact. I regret to say that the appeal for this in¬ 
formation issued to the Press on the llth inst. has only 
met with one response. Human life is at stake in this 
matter. (Hear, hear). At least 21 persons are known to 
have been bitten by these rabid dogs, nine being child¬ 
ren, and any person who fails to assist by giving the in¬ 
formation required will incur a very grave responsi¬ 
bility, should the disease spread to other districts. I 
would like also to appeal to the manufacturers of wire 
muzzles to come to my aid by greatly and rapidly in¬ 
creasing their output. The deficiencies of supply hinder 
the measures necessary for stamping out this disease. 

Sir W. Bull : Has not a barrister of standing com¬ 
municated the name of the offiecr, the date of the occur¬ 
rence, and the name of the dog ? Mr. Prothero : Not to 
my knowledge. The information has not been com¬ 
municated to me, or, at least, in such a way that it 
reached me. Mr. Lambert (Devon, S. Molton): How did 
this outbreak in Devon and Cornwall first occur? Mr. 
Prothero : That is just the difficulty. I can’t explain it. 
I may have a suspicion, but I should not like to say on 
suspicion what I believe the cause to be. It will be ob¬ 
served the danger is mainly centred in the County 
Borough of Plymouth. Mr. Chancellor (Haggerston, L.): 
Has death resulted from any of these bites from rabid 
dogs? Mr. Prothero: Not at present. 


V.V.B. Fund.—Correction. 

In the list of donations at p. 130, of last week's issue, for 
J. Holland, read, J. Hammond £100. 
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REVIEW. 

Mastitis of tub Cow. By Sven Wall, Assistant in the 
Veterinary High School at Stockholm. Authorised 
translation with Annotations by Dr. Walter J. Crocker, 
B.s., y.m.d., Professor of Veterinary Pathology. Univ¬ 
ersity of Pennsylvania. Pp. xj -f 166, with *23 illustra¬ 
tions. Price 12/6 net. (J. B. Lippincott Company, 
Philadelphia and 16 John Street, Adelphi, W.C., 9, 
London.) 

Prof. Crocker ha9 earned the gratitude of English- 
speaking veterinarians by placing this edition of Sven 
Wall’s well known work within their reach. We know 
no book which treats the subject so completely ; and its 
publication fills a gap in our literature. As the work 
will be new to nearly all English readers, it is well to 
summarise its arrangement aud contents. 

After an initial chapter giving a concise and adequate 
anatomical survey of the bovine udder, four chapters 
deal with mastitis in general, its various causes, and the 
types of infection. These lead up to the following 
seven chapters, in which the various types of udder- 
infection, common and rare, are considered in detail. 
Streptomycosis, staphylomycosis, colibacillosis, pyo 
bacillosis, tuberculosis, actinomycosis, and necrobaeillo- 
sis of the udder each receive a separate chapter and are 
fully and carefully described. This includes a consider¬ 
ation of their prognosis and treatment. Then follow 
two chapters dealing respectively with the clinical and 
post-mortem diagnosis of mastitis, which will give 
valuable assistance in the differentiation between the 
various forms, when that is possible. These nine 
chapters form the kernel of the work, the remaining 
fvur chapters being mainly summarising and illustrative. 
These latter comprise short but sufficient chapters upon 
the importance of mastitis in milk control and meat 
inspection, the first containing some useful statistics ; a 
longer one of post-mortem reports upon some sixteen 
cases of single and mixed udder-infections ; and a con¬ 
cluding one of clinical reports of a few cases of con¬ 
tagious udder-infections checked by bacteriological j 
examinations of milk samples. j 

As usual in such works, a minute examination detects ! 
points more or less open to criticism. The recommend¬ 
ation on page 50, to give camphor as a febrifuge in j 
streptococcic mastitis in doses of five grains daily, must | 
surely be a mistake for grammes ; and it is not certain 
that the author is right in stating positively, as he seems 
to do on page 87, that the tubercle bacillus does not 
form spores. On page 49 the heading of “Typical 
Chronic Streptomycosis” appears to have been in-j 
advertently omitted, with resultant confusion of that j 
condition with the preceding one of Atypical chronic! 
streptomycosis. Some of the therapeutic teaching, also, | 
such as the frequently advised use of the actual cautery, j 
may not be acceptable to many English readers On the ! 
whole, however, the book must be pronounced a very! 
valuable one to country practitioners. Few, perhaps, I 
have sufficiently thought out the pathological processes 
underlying the various forms of mastitis ; and the work ; 
gives all details of this nature with quite sufficient ful -1 
ness for the purposes of the clinician. Some, again, | 
trouble little about differentiating between the non- i 
tubercular forms of mastitis; and as regards this 
question, which is by no means without practical j 
importance, the book gives valuable information. It is 
a well-written summary of the clinical and experimental 
observations of an acknowledged authority on mastitis ; 
and the majority of clinicians, after reading it carefully, 
will find their ideas of the subject much more accurate ■ 
and systematic than before. It may fairly be said that 
every veterinarian who is concerned with bovine disease 
at all will do well to add it to his library. 

The tabular summaries which generally terminate the 
chapters might be omitted from future editions without 
disadvantage, as it is difficult to see any real utility in 
them. W.R.C. 


The A.V.G. Comforts Fund. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 

Dear Sir,—Will you, on behalf of the Committee, 
Army Veterinary Corps Comforts Fund, very kindly 
insert in The Record the enclosed lists of subscriptions 
and gifts which have already, most generously, been 
given to the Fund for the winter of 1918 19. 

The Committee is very grateful and would like to 
thank all those who have already given such substantial 
help, they will also gladly receive any woollen or other 
gifts which should be sent in as soon as possible in 
order that they may be despatched before the intense 
cold sets in. 

Subscriptions are most welcome at all times. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. A. Blenkinsop. 


Capt. F. L. Clunes 

£2 

2 

0 

Mrs. K. C. Butler 

5 

0 

0 

W. Jackson Young, Esq., (f) Edinburgh 

1 

1 

0 

per Major Scott Bowden, a.v.c. £2 2 

0 



Capt. C. II. Skeather, a.v.c. 1 1 

0 



Capt. D. Campbell, a.v o. 1 1 

0 



Capt. F. J. Richmond, a.v.c. 1 1 

0 



Capt. M. J. Glynn a.v.c. 1 1 

0 



Capt. J. G. Taylor, a.v.c. 1 1 

0 


o 

Capt.'C. H. S. Townsend, a.v.c., 




O.C.No.l M.V.S. 2 

10 

0 

Major J. H. Wright, d.a.d.v.s. 

o 

2 

0 

per Major H. E. Gibbs, a.v.c., Canteen 



Fund, No. 8 Vety. Hospital 

5 

0 

0 

per Capt. J. Smith, a.v.c., contributions 



from Girlworkers at Messrs. Smith’s 



Manufacturing Co., Wigan 

5 

0 

0 

per Lt. R. H. Jameson, E. Africa: 




Whitelaw Carter, Esq., b.e.a. 1 o 

0 



Dr. Hannigan, b.e.a. 1 0 

0 




- 2 

0 

0 

Maj.-Gen. H. Thomson, Bedford 

1 

1 

0 

Major J. A. Dixon, a.v.c. 

2 

2 

0 

Major Logan, a.v.c., Contribution from 



Div. Vety. Hospital, St. Albans 

10 

0 

0 

Capt. George Green, a.v.c. 

1 

I 

0 

Capt. H. V. Fenn, a.v.c. 

1 

1 

0 

Messrs. Maw Si Sons, Aldersgate Street 

o 

2 

0 

per Lt. Col. E. Clive Webb, Contribution 



from No. 24 Vety. Hospital 

15 

0 

0 

R. A. Pliilp, Esq. (k), Brentwood 

1 

1 

0 

per Mrs. Nicholes, Sidcup 

1 

0 

0 

Capt. J. Smith, a.v.c. 

2 

0 

0 

Mrs. Mona Mackenzie 

5 

0 

0 

Mrs. Widden 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. Stevens, Aldershot 


10 

6 

Mrs. Hyde, New Maldon 


10 

0 

Mrs. \l»son, Sheffield 

1 

1 

0 

Mrs. Wilson, Berkhamsted 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. Aitken, Dalkeith 

1 

1 

0 

Mrs. Reid Chalmers, Tunbridge Wells 


10 

6 

Mrs. Clarkson, Aldershot 


5 

0 

Mrs. Powell, Clevedon 


10 

0 

Mrs. Rowston 


10 

0 

Mrs. D. O. Turnbull, Cinderford 


10 

0 

Mrs. J. M. Richardson, Trawsfyndd 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. Kelly, Plumstead 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. R. C. Matthews 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. Jagger, Great Malvern 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. Beckett, St. Albans 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. Jean Taylor 

1 

0 

0 

Maj.-Gen. Sir F. Smith, k.c.m.g., c.r. 

3 

3 

0 

Mrs. J. W. Rainey 

1 

0 

0 

Mrs. England, Sudbury 

1 

1 

0 

Mrs. Burrell, Keswick 


2 

6 
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per Capt. T. G. Heatlev, a.v.c., from 


personnel of Northumbrian Div. 

Vety. Hospital, Newcastle-on-Tyne 5 5 

Mrs. L. B. Ashcroft, Bradbury 1 0 

Mrs. Bennett, Romford 10 

Capt. E. G. Fairholme, o.b p, 2 2 

Mrs. Roberts, Dorridge, Warwickshire 5 

Mrs. Richardson, Gainsborough 10 

Mrs. F. W. Hunt 10 

Mrs. Edwards 5 5 

Mrs. Crowe, Witham, Essex 1 0 

Mrs. Lawrie, Spark ford, Somerset 10 

Mrs. Gamble, Instow, N. Devon 10 

The Misses Betty and Frances Fearnside 10 
Mrs. Lane, Holland Park Avenue 1 0 

Mrs. O’Rorke, Clevedon, Somerset 2 2 

E. Sullivan, Esq., Wanstead, Essex 4 9 

Mrs. J. J. Griffith, Deal 1 0 

Mrs. Vincent, Didcot 5 

Mrs. Godwin, Upper Hale, Farnham 10 

Mrs. Selden, Winchester 1 0 

Capt. Epps, a.v.c. 1 0 

Mrs. E. A. Budd 1 0 

Mrs. Preston, Kingston on-Thames 7 

Mrs. Fenn, Ixworth, Suffolk 10 

Mrs. H. Mosley 3 0 

Mrs. Pallin 10 

Mrs. Dixson 1 0 

J. Salusbury Price, Esq (f) 2 2 

Mrs. E. A. Willett 1 0 

Mrs. J. A. Fearnside 1 0 

Capt. and Mrs. Garside 1 0 

E. A. Leach, Esq. (f), Newmarket 2 0 

Mrs. Bril by 6 6 

Mrs. Alexander Douglas 1 0 

Mrs. Stevens, Ay ton, Berwickshire 1 0 

Mrs. Lomie, Turriff, Aberdeen 1 0 

Mrs. Dowland, Upper Holloway 1 0 

Mrs. Gresham, Newark-on-Trent 5 

Mrs. Dyson, Huddersfield 1 0 

Mrs. David Weir, Ayr 3 0 

Mrs. L. J. Blenkinsop 10 10 

Messrs. Burgovne, Burbidges <fc Co., Ltd. 10 0 

per J. J. Burchnall, Esq., donation from 
Midland Counties Vety. Med. Assoc. 7 7 


The Misses Dixon-Brown, Henfield, Sussex 10 


Mrs. A. G. Todd^ 1 0 

Mrs Andrews, Fairbourne, N. Wales 1 1 

Mrs. Sherriff, Gt. Crosby, Liverpool 10 

Mrs. Garwood 1 0 

Mrs. Kay Lees, Bedford 1 0 

Mrs. Bright, Okehampton 10 

Mrs. Waters, Norwich 5 

Mrs. Stewart Wood, Parkstone, Dorset 1 0 

Mrs. F. W. Garnett, Windermere 1 0 

Mrs. Anderson, Cupar, Fifeshire 10 

Mrs. Offord, Gosport 10 

Mrs. Brittlebank, “Thurs. Even. Bridge” 10 

Mrs. Hobday 1 0 

Mrs. Benson, Bedford 1 0 

Mrs. Machritine, Leighton Buzzard 1 0 

Mrs. Featherstonhaugb, Much Wenlock 10 

“ In Loving Memory ” 2 2 

Mrs. Auchterlonie, Stoke on-Trent 1 0 

Mrs. Porteous 1 0 

Mrs. Bevis, Birkenhead 2 0 

Mrs. Digby-Bolton 3 0 

per Capt. R. Clunas, a.v.c., contribution 
from Regimental Funds Vety. Hosp., 
Huntingdon 10 0 

Mrs. Perry, Eastbourne 1 1 

per Lt.-Col. H.E. Gibbs, a.v.s., quarterly 
sub. for newspaper supply, No. 8 Vety. 

Hosp., B.E.F., France 5 0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 


0 


Mrs. Davis, Cheltenham 1 

Mrs. Stephenson, Streatham 
Mrs. Nicholls, Sidcup 1 

Mrs. Temple, Aberdare 2 

Mrs. Norman, Bristol 
per Lt Col. Kirby, a.v.s., contribution 
from all ranks at No. 6 Vety. Hospital, 
Rouen 10 

Second contribution 1 
Mrs. Barnes, Wood Green 
Mrs. W. Dunlop Smith, Salisbury 2 

per Mrs. Weir :— 

Mrs. Sloan, Ayr 10 0 

Miss Mair, Ayr 10 0 

Miss Hood, Ayr 10 0 


- 2 

Col. W. A. Pallin. d.s.o., a v.s. 2 

Mrs. M. E. Bindloss 1 

Miss Rudd. Eltham l 

Capt. per S. C. Rowbottom, a.v.c., con¬ 
tribution from all ranks at Station 
Vety. Hospital, Fulford Barracks, York 10 
per Capt. T. G. Heatley, a.v.c., 2nd con¬ 
tribution on behalf of all ranks at Div. 
Vety. Iiosp., Gosforth Park, Newcastle 10 


Lt. Col. Schofield, a.v.s. 2 

per Lt.-Col H. C. Dibben, on behalf of all 
all ranks at No. 1 Reserve Vety. Hosp., 
Woolwich 10 

per Mrs.Weir from Mrs. McQueen Mauch- 
line, Ayr, N.B. 1 

per Lt.-Col E. Brown, a.v.s., contribution 
from Regi’tal Funds, Depot, Woolwich 30 
per Major R. Clunas, a.v.c., contribution 
from Regimental Funds Vety. Hosp., 
Huntingdon 20 

per Capt. W. K. Barron, a.v.c., contribution 
from Regimental Funds, Station Vety. 
Hosp., Cavalry Barracks, Hounslow 25 

per Major A. S. Laurie, a.v.c., contribu¬ 
tion from N.C.O.’s and men of unit, 
School of Farriery, Woolwich 10 


1 0 
2 6 
0 0 
2 0 
10 0 


19 2 
4 11 
10 0 
2 0 


0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 


10 0 


0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 


0 0 


0 0 


Officer* of 1st Life Guards. 


Lt. Col. Sir George Ilolford, M.v.o. 

£5 

0 

0 

Lord Penrhyn 

5 

0 

0 

The Duke of Abercorn 

1 

0 

0 

Earl of Eltham 

1 

0 

0 

Earl of Kilmorey 

1 

0 

0 

Major Clowes, d.s.o. 

1 

0 

0 

Major Sir Frederick Carden 

1 

0 

0 

Capt. The Hon. Hugo Denison 

1 

0 

0 

Capt. Sir L. E. Darell 

1 

0 

0 

G. Mundy 

1 

0 

0 

C. S. Schreiber 

l 

0 

0 

The Hon. A. Fitzroy 

1 

0 

0 

A. Spicer 

1 

0 

0 

H. Matt hey 

1 

0 

0 

F. B Gillett 

1 

0 

0 

The Chaplain 

1 

0 

0 

Messrs. H. A. Brown 

1 

0 

0 

Brinckman 

1 

0 

0 

T. H. Peat 

1 

0 

0 

J. C. Murray 

1 

0 

0 

B. C. Beauchamp 

1 

0 

0 

C. J. Pym 

1 

0 

0 

G. D. North 

1 

0 

0 

C. B. Phipps 

1 

0 

0 


£32 

0 

0 

Warrant Officers and N.C.O.’s 

5 

0 

0 


£37 

0 

0 
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Officers of Royal Horse Guards. 

Lt.-Col. G. J. Fitzgerald, c.v.o. 

Lt.-Col. W. Ricardo, m.v.o. 

Major Sir Samuel Scott, m.p. 

Capt. Sir J. P. Fitzgerald, m.v.o. 

The Marquis Titchfield 
The Hon. R. Molyneux 
Major Murray Smith 
Capt. Scott Mackerby 
Rohartes 
Back 

Sir Alan Bagot 
Messrs. Lyons 
Shennan 
Nangle 
Gollan 

Shirley Falcke 
Tozer 
Dakeyne 
Wilson-Filmer 


5 0 0 
3 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
10 6 
1 0 0 


£32 10 6 

Warrant Officers, N.C.O’s., etc. 10 2 6 


£42 13 


Messrs. Debenham & Co., Wigmore St. 5 5 
J. Johnson, Esq., East Acton 5 5 

Sangers. Ltd., 258 Euston Road 5 0 

Mrs. Bright, 4 St. Andrew’s Place, N.W. 10 
Lady Barrett, 31 Devonshire St., W. 10 

Marshall’s Dairies, Rupert Stteet 2 2 

Dr. Jakins, Ulster Place 2 0 

Marshall, Roberts, Ltd., Camben Town 2 2 

Isaacs, Bros., Co vent Garden 2 2 

Isaacs, A., „ 10 

Stones, Bros. <fc Jackson, „ 11 

D. Cohen, „ 10 

Dr. Griffiths, 96 Harley Street 1 0 

Lady Tuck, 29 Park Crescent 1 1 

Messrs. T. Lea «fc Co. 163 Hampstead Rd. 2 2 
Mrs. Lauranee, 59 New Cavendish St. 2 0 
Mr. G. Turner, Hillside, Kenley, Surrey 1 1 

Miss Morrell, 94 Holland Park Avenue 1 1 

B. Gottschalk 24 Ulster Place 1 1 

B. Runciman, Cambridge 1 1 

Mrs. Srabb, 132 Harley Street 2 2 

Dumbleton <fc Son, Cumberland Market 1 1 

Mrs. Weil, 81 Portland Place 2 2 

Miss Eastwood, 28 Gloucester Ter., W. 10 
Miss Gow. 26 Clarence Gate Gardens 1 1 

Mrs. Hawkins, 42 Portland Place 2 2 

Fred Watts & Co., Tottenham Ct. Rd. 1 1 

Mrs. and the Misses Gellatly, 

8 Kent Terrace, Regents Pk. 3 3 
A. Vian, 116 Banbury Road, Oxford 1 1 

II. Simsom, 36 Montagu Square, W. 1 1 

Mrs. Herbert Jones, 27 Avenue Road, 

St. John’s Wood 2 2 
Sqdn. Comdr. Wilson, r.n., 

Kinloch, Rannoch, Perth 1 0 

F. W. Willett, Staines 1 1 

Mrs. Catty, 39 Chester Terrace, N.W. 1 1 

Miss Serena, 36 York Terrace 1 0 

8. Coulson, Thames Ditton 10 

E. East, 5 St. Andrew’s Place 1 1 

Dolamore, Ltd., Baker Street 1 1 

Rayner <fc Co., Lt., Hampstead Road 1 1 

Major Pelham, d.a d.r., London District 1 0 

Lady Kitty Vincent, 54 Devonshire St. 1 0 

A. W. Soames, Esq., m.p., 18 Park Cres. 2 0 

Mrs. Lyver, 71 Harley House 1 1 

Miss O’Connor, 6 Harley Place 1 0 

Dr. S. W. Quartley, 5 Brunswick Place 1 1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


C. S. Ward ik Sons, 66 Brompton Road 110 
Miss Morgan, High Street, W. 5 0 

Mrs. Herbert Marshall, The Manor Ho. 5 0 
H. Ward & Sons, Edgware Road 1 1 0 

Mrs. Ensor, 32 Sussex Place, N. W. 1 0 0 

Mrs. Watson, 9 Chester Place, Hyde Pk. 1 1 0 

per Mr. J. Coppock, 97 Wimpole Street:— 

J. Coppock 1 1 0 

J. Warrick ik Co. Ltd. 2 2 0 

Morgan & Co., Ltd. 110 

Garnett 2 2 0 

Liversidge ik Son 5 5 0 

Charles Webster, Ltd. 2 2 0 

-13 13 0 

per Mr. W. B. Carter, 

London Street, Paddington 2 14 6 


List of Gifts , A. V.C. Comforts Fund :— 

Mrs. Tay : 2 mufflers, 1 pr. socks, 1 helmet. [6 caps 

nor Mrs. Mosley : 12 mufflers, 6 pr. socks, l pr. gloves, 

Mrs. Day : 6 pr. socks 

per Mrs Garnett: 22 pr. socks, 28 mufflers 

Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, per Lady Lawley: 

50 towels and washing sq., 49 mufflers, 50 hdkfs., 
50 caps, 49 pillow cases, 50 sweaters, 10 blankets, 

5 pr. sheets 

War Hospital Supply Depot, Sidcup, per Mrs. Jackson: 

119 mufflers, 110 mittens, 80 caps 
Mrs. Weir : 2 mufflers, 3 pr. socks, 4 pr. mittens 

per Mrs. Cowan : 42 mufflers, 15 pr. mittens 

Mrs. Kay Lees : 9 packs cards 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Oct. 15. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the following 
awards to the following Officers and Warrant Officers in 
recognition of their gallantry and devotion to duty in 
the field :— 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * 

Temp. Capt. Thomas Walsh McMahon, a.v.c.— For 
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He ad¬ 
vanced with the brigade and established his collecting 
posts, dressing and evacuating wounded horses under 
intense machine-gun fire, in addition to shell fire and 
bombing from enemy aeroplanes. By his fine example 
and encouragement to his men he was enabled to dress 
and evacuate some 250 horses which would otherwise 
have been lost. 


Buckingham Palace, Oct. 19. 
The King held an Investiture this morning at 10.30 

o’clock. 

The following Officers were severally introduced into 
the presence of His Majesty, when the King invested 
them with the Insignia of the resj>ective Divisions of 
the Orders to which they have been admitted :— 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

* * * * 

Major Greatly Saunders, Canadian A.V.C. 


}'.x tracts from London Gaietti y 

War Office, Whitehall, Oct. 17. 

Regular For< es. Army Veterinary Corps. 
To be temp. Hon. Lt.M. Foster (Oct. 17). 
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Oct. 19 . 

Lt.-Col. W. D. Smith, c.m.g., d.so., relinquishes the 
temp, rank of Brig.-Gen. on ceasing to hold the appt. 
of Dir. of Vety. Servs. (Sept. 25). 

Lt.-Col. W. D. Smith, c m.g., d.s.o., to be actg. Col. 
whi[e holding the appt. of Dep. Dir. of Vety. Servs. 
(Sept. 28). 

Oct. 21. 

To be actg. Lt.-Cols. whilst holding the appt. of Asst. 
Dir. of Vety. Servs.Maj. F. Fail, Maj. J. Nicholas 
(July 11; Maj. W A. Jelbart, Temp. Capt. D. O. 
Turnbull, d.s.o. (Sept. 1). 

Capts. to be actg. Majs. whilst holding the appt. of Dep. 
Asst. Dirs. of Vety. Servs. :—A. A. Fryer, d.s.o. (Aug. 
21); J. G. McGregor (t.f.) (Sept. 1). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Hon. Lieut. H. J. Arnold resigns his 
commn. (Oct. 22). 


Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. G. F. Galloway to be Capt. under 
Art. 330, R. Wt. for pay and promotion (Oct. 10). 

Oct. 22. 

To be temp. Lieut.R. B. Catt (Aug. 16). 

Oct. 24. 

Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. and Remnts. (Class X).—Temp. 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) A. G. Doherty, M.c. (Capt. E. Afr 
Vety. Dept.) from Dep. Asst. Dir. of Remnts. (Cl. BB) 
and to be temp. Lt.-Col. whilst so empld. (July 5). 


OBITUARY. 

R. R. Arthur, m.r.c.v.s, Auctermuchty, Fifeshire. 

Graduated, Edin : Dec, 1898. 

Mr. Arthur died on 18th Oct., 1918, aged 44. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



Rabies. 

Cases 

Confrnul 

(n J5 

& Is s 

o s e 
.ft IO-*J 

j Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders.f 

Parasitic 
Mange. J 


Swine Fever. 





Period. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

<«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*>) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

| Out¬ 
breaks 

(*) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(b) 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(<*) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Oct. 19 

l 1917 ^ 

'"Sir I ;•;« 1 

13 


4 

4 

1 

2 


1 

45 

66 

3 

32 

8 



0 

7 

1 

8 

7 

3 



1 

4 

1 

1 

29 

20 

10 

42 

29 

29 

2 

2 

1 

14 

54 

61 

11 

20 

302 

Total for 42 weeks, 1918 

/ 1917 

Corresponding J 1Qir 

perM in \ 

39 

1 

201 

231 

3 

13 

26 

71 

3694 

6941 

264 

1153 

456 



359 

426 

456 

410 

500 

520 

1 

24 

23 

43 

41 

40 

111 

72 

2018 

1804 

J670 

3833 

4044 

J1447 

417 

201 

165 

1863 

3705 

3330 

912 

8859 

14575 


J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities 4 Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 2*2 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRKLAND. 

— 

1 



- 1 


1 


Outbreaks 




Week 

ended Oct. 5 j 

... 

... 

... 


1 — 

... 

... 

8 

... 

... 

Corresponding 


) 1917 ... 

1 191(5 

... 

... 

... 

i 

::: 1 

i 

... 

2 

10 

9 

3 

3 

15 

32 

Week in 


) 1915 

... 

••• 

... 

j 

' ... 

... 

1 

5 

4 

20 

Total for 38 weeks, 

1918 

2 

2 


... 

... 

... 

92 

230 

22 

72 

Corresponding 

/ 

1917 

3 




l 

l 

40 

302 

188 

1097 


1916 ... 

3 

7 





56 

326 

259 

1513 

period in 

J 

1915 ... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

l 

3 

59 

319 

197 

1125 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oot. 7,1918 


IRELAND. Week ende< 

Corresponding Week in - 

a Oct. 12 

' 1917 ... 

1916 ... 

1915 ... 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Outbreaks 

16 

... 

... 

H 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 


! 1 

5 

5 

2 

40 

12 

Total for 35 weeks, 1918 

Corresponding period in - 

f 1917 ... 

1916 ... 
1915 ... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

92 

246 

22 

72 


5 

7 

1 
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11 Casting shadows before.” 

The present condition of affairs on the Continent 
renders several prospective measures of more urgent 
importance, and foreshadows new work for the 
Council. The recommendations for financial assist¬ 
ance to veterinary students is one such question 
which was dealt with at the last Council meeting, 
and suggestions for a scheme-for the purpose were 
decided upon there and then. The Government 
Departments entrusted with these various measures 
desire to have their schemes drawn up and in order; 
and the Council did well to act quickly. 

Another subject upon which communications 
have already passed between the Council and the 
Government, is the re-settlement of veterinary sur¬ 
geons in civil life after the war. If the Govern¬ 
ment takes any steps at all it will need veterinary 
advice; and evidently that necessity is recognised. 
Much in the history of the last four years, includ¬ 
ing the recent creation of the Veterinary Tribunal, 
shows that Government Departments now recog¬ 
nise our Council as representing the profession ; 
and we may be sure that the Council will receive 
a hearing when any other veterinary body would 
he disregarded. 

The College Finances. 

Last week—the last Saturday in October—the 
published total of voluntary subscriptions was 
£1074 4s. lid. These figures show substantial 
improvement upon 1917, when the total for the 
whole year was only £960. Considering that 
September is a holiday month, the increment of 
rather over £100 in the two months may be con¬ 
sidered fair progress. Two more months of 1918 
still remain to us, and we may reasonably hope to 
see the pace accelerated, and considerable addition 
made to what is already a respectable total. 

We should remember the Treasurer’s words at 
last Council meeting—“ Our expenses may be 
counted at somewhere about £1500 a year,” and he 
proceeded to urge those members who had not yet 
subscribed to do so. This shows that though we 
are doing better this year than ever before, we 
have not yet done enough. 

Udder trouble in cows. 

In the reports of two Societies which appear in 
our pages this week there is much said on Tuber¬ 
culosis of the udder, and on Septic mammitis. In 
the former, difficulty in diagnosis is a marked fea¬ 
ture. In the latter unsatisfactory methods of treat¬ 
ment are emphasized. The author of the paper 
gives a prophylactic treatment which has proved 
successful in his hands; but as the disease is largely j 
seasonal, little use is likely to be made of it at pre- 


I sent. In both conditions there is danger in the 
milk, and a loss to cattle owners which in the aggre- 
' gate must be very considerable. 

In the course of a discussion it was stated that 
the Tuberculosis Order 1914 was “hung up” for 
want of money. But was it not for lack of men— 
at any rate on this side St. George’s Channel? 


Bacterial Associations in Epizootic 
Lymphangitis. 

aI. Carpano published the result of somo re¬ 
searches upon this subject in the Annali d'lgiene of 
this year. He subjected numerous samples of the 
purulent exudate of epizootic lymphangitis to sys¬ 
tematic bacteriological examination, and found that 
Rivolta’s cryptococcus is very often accompanied 
by streptococci and staphylococci, even when the 
material examined has been obtained from deep and 
previously unopened lesions. 

Carpano ascertained the presence of these germs 
by using a special culture medium, with whioh he 
tested 41 samples. In these 41 samples he found 
streptococci 25 times (= 59 p.o.) and staphylococci 
17 times (= 41 p.c.). In 14 samples Rivolta’s oryp- 
tococcus was found alone; in 15 it was associated 
with both streptococci and and staphylococci; in 
10 it was associated with only streptococci; and in 
2 with only staphylococci. 

After a detailed morphological, cultural, and bio¬ 
logical study of these associated germs, Carpano 
places them as streptococci of the adenitis equi type 
and as Staphylococcus pyogenes in its different var¬ 
ieties ; both remarkable for their prominent patho¬ 
genic properties. 

Carpano then asks, What is the influence of these 
microbes upon the origin, the clinical picture, the 
course, and the result of epizootic lymphangitis? 
Undoubtedly, he thinks, the concomitant action of 
these germs cannot be negligible, in view of the 
high sensibility of horses to pyogenic microbes. If 
such agents with their various toxic products are 
capable when alone of causing important general 
and local disturbances, it is not an exaggeration to 
admit that the gravity of epizootic lymphangitis 
may be very largely attributable to association with 
these microbes. This is similar to what occurs when 
pyogenic organisms are present in such diseases as 
pneumonia, glanders, tuberculosis, actinomycosis, 
etc. 

In conclusion, Carpano justly calls attention to 
the necessity of taking these bacterial associations 
into consideration in experiments upon the im¬ 
munisation against and therapy of epizootic lymph¬ 
angitis. - {La Clinica Veterinana). 
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VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 

(Concluded from p. 140 ). 

Mr. Cushnahan : Mr. Watson has been very happy 
in his selection of a paper, and 1 am sure no one is in a 
better position to speak on this subject than he is. I 
have been with him on some of this work and the cases 
I saw were both interesting and important. Regarding 
the diagnosis of tuberculosis of the udder, we are told 
that the part does not show any inflammation : that 
one quarter only, generally the posterior, is affected, and 
that it has a cold feel. I have seen cases where the 
condition presents the appearance of a subacute mas¬ 
titis. On one occasion I nad an opportunity of seeing 
in the abattoir, with Mr. Watson, a cow which 
looked apparently healthy. Her udder did not suggest 
that she was affected with tuberculosis; one quarter 
was slightly enlarged, with a considerable amount 
of heat—what might be termed a subacute inflamma¬ 
tion. In this particular case credit is due to Mr. 
Dolan, Mr. Watson’s assistant. A specimen of milk 
was sent to a well-known bacteriologist, a medical 
man in this city, for examination. He failed* to 
find tubercle bacilli. Mr. Dolan, however, was not 
satisfied, and he also examined the milk microscopically 
and found acid-fast bacilli. The cow was slaughtered. 
I was present at the post-mortem examination, the 
viscera appeared normal, tubercular lesions were absent 
on pleura and peritoneum, but when the lungs were cut 
into they were found to be practically a mucous mass. 
One quarter of the udder was decidedly tuberculous, the 
supra-mammary gland was enlarged, but w o could not 
find any definite tubercular lesions in it. The post¬ 
mortem confirmed the diagnosis, viz, that the case was 
one of tuberculosis of the udder. In this connection 
mention has been made of the milk ducts—the ducts of 
the teat—as channels of infection. I think it is more 
likely that infection takes place through the blood 
stream, and this particular case mentioned would, I 
think, go to prove that. 

Mr. Watson mentioned cases of chronic induration of 
udder, and also purulent affections, and the difficulty in 
arriving at a diagnosis. In these cases the milk should 
be examined microscopically, and if with negative 
results, the animal should be submitted to the tuber¬ 
culin test. If she reacts she should at once be put aside 
as tuberculous. If, however, she fails to react and is 
yielding purulent milk, she should be considered as a 
menace to the public health and put aside also. I have 
seen milk teeming with streptococci and I have no doubt 
that milk of this description causes many illnesses in 
children, at least. In medical circles I think it is an 
accepted fact that a large percentage of cases of tubercle 
in children are of bovine origin. In Edinburgh it has 
been shown that of the cases of tuberculosis in children 
the percentage due to bovine origin is very high. In 
New York the deaths amongst children are /rom six to 
ten per cent., while bone cases are as high as 70 per 
cent., according to Smith. It has been pointed out by 
Griffith that in children under ten years nearly 76 per 
cent, of the cervical gland cases are of bovine origin. T 
should say a large percentage of mesenteric and intestinal 
lesions of tuberculosis in children must be due to the 
bovine type of bacillus. From what we know of the 
transmission of bovine tuberculosis to human beings it 
seems strange that so much money is spent in trying to 
eradicate the disease in man without simultaneous 
action being taken in regard to cattle. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the war, I do not think the Tuberculosis Order 
should have been suspended. 

Prof. Craig mentions a very important matter in the 
examination of milk, namely, to have vessels and bottles 
in which samples are taken sterilised beforehand. It is 


also important to have the milk from the suspected cow 
taken separately, and from the affected quarter, if any 
one quarter of the udder is affected. 

On the subject of actinomycosis, I remember some 
years ago reading a report of the Medical Officer of 
Health for Lanark, and it was surprising the number of 
cases of actino. of the udder he found. I presume his 
cases were confined to biological examination ? It seems 
strange that fewer cases of actino. of the udder should 
be found elsewhere than in Lanark. I think that gener¬ 
ally most veterinarians are satisfied with the clinical 
examination. In my opinion they should, as often as 
the opportunity presents itself, have recourse to the 
biological test. 

Mr. Watson has mentioned in his paper malignant 
tumours of the udder. Seeing that the origin of these 
is still obscure, an animal whose udder is affected with 
such should not be used for milking purposes. 

Foot-and-mouth disease is one of the diseases men¬ 
tioned as being communicable to human beings. The 
risk of its transmission is regarded lightly by some. I 
should mention a case where a doctor in a certain dis¬ 
trict where foot-and-mouth disease existed, mentioned 
to me a case of a child affected with an apthons condi¬ 
tion which he had difficulty in diagnosing. Foot-and- 
mouth disease existed on the farm where the child was 
reared, and it was drinking cows’ milk. He told me 
that he could arrive at no other conclusion than that 
the case was one of foot-and mouth infection. He was a 
very tactful and diplomatic practitioner: he kept his 
opinion to himself lest a scare might be made in the 
district. 

Of the diseases communicable to man through milk 
—that is, from a diseased udder—I do not mean those 
diseases where milk is only a medium for conveying 
micro-organisms, there is the greatest risk from tuber¬ 
culosis, and as too much care cannot be used in diag¬ 
nosing this or any other diseased condition of the 
udder, I quite agree with Mr. Norris—that the medical 
officer should not usurp the work and duties of the 
veterinarian. The veterinary surgeon is qualified, or I 
should say the only person qualified, to do both the 
clinical and bacteriological part of the work, and I don’t 
see why a medical man should step in and say whether 
any particular case is tuberculosis or is not. Many mis¬ 
takes are made in this way, and in the interest of the 
public health it is time something should be done to 
prevent them. 

Mr. Norris appeared to be disappointed that mention 
was not made m the paper regarding the subject of 
tubercle-free herds. Now, [ think that this is a matter 
worthy of a paper in itself. Perhaps at a future meet¬ 
ing of this Association some member will be good 
enough to bring the subject forward for discussion. 

I have much pleasure in congratulating Mr. Watson 
on his able paper. 

Mr. Dunlop : I have read Mr. Watson’s paper with 
pleasure and profit. Mr. Watson has dealt with the 
subject of diseases of the cow’s udder in a thorough and 
practical manner. I do not think we can find fault 
with the paper except that it was too short. It is to 
be hoped that he will remedy the defect in the near 
future. 

Mr. Watson says, “milk is the beverage of the poor 
and the rich.” Bang, and other distinguished autnor- 
ities hold that it is quite possible to have tubercle 
bacilli in the milk without any tubercular lesions being 
present in the mammary gland. Other leading bac¬ 
teriologists, as Principal Mettam, b.sc., aver that 
i you cannot have tubercle .bacilli in the milk without 
a tubercular lesion in the gland. The latter say, it is 
not because the lesion cannot be found that it must 
necessarily be absent.” There is practically no differ¬ 
ence of opinion here. It therefore follows that if we 
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are to have a pare milk supply we mast have all reactors 
removed from the dairy. Wnat then is to be done with 
reactors! Are they to be destroyed 1 That would make 
meat scarce and dear. The country could not afford the 
money for compensation. The health of the community, 
especially of the poor, would suffer. 

It has been proposed in Scotland recently that the 
carcases of all reactors, or at any rate diseased animals, 
should be cooked under steam pressure in such a way 
as to thoroughly sterilise the meat to the centre. Some 
people do not relish this idea. A better course to adopt, 
1 think, would be to brand all reactors on the hoof and, 
after killing, give the carcases an extra-special careful 
inspection. With a view to economy, reactors should 
be prepared for the butcher. At present, reactors and 
disease-proof cattle are killed promiscuously, and many 
animals are not inspected at all. Visibly affected ani¬ 
mals should be handed over to the knacker, and in the 
interests of public health the owner should be compen¬ 
sated for any carcase or part of a carcase condemned. 

The inmates of Peamount Sanatorium are supplied 
with milk free from tubercle bacilli. The Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture send into Dublin a quantity of pure 
milk, but for a city like Dublin, this is only a drop in 
the bucket. The question naturally arises. What be¬ 
comes of the reactors removed from the dairy! Have 
they been sold in the market to find their way into other 
dairies, to further deteriorate and to further contam¬ 
inate other already infected herds. 

A number of years ago Lady Aberdeen received from 
America a complete plant for pasteurising milk, which 
she kindly handed over to the Dublin Corporation. 
Prof. McWeeny, addressing a meeting in the Mansion 
House during the Baby Week, said that pasteurisation 
did not destroy the tubercle bacilli; and he is supported 
in that opinion by other eminent authorities. He said 
the milk should be boiled, I think he said for a few 
seconds, and then allowed to cool slowly. 


The Liverpool Corporation supply sterilized milk, but 
in some cases it has induced in infants a form of scurvy, 
easily recognised by Liverpool specialists. Some medical 
men recommend bringing the milk to the boiling point 
and letting it coal gradually, and they use simple means 
to prevent scurvy in the infants. 

The Glasgow Corporation recommend natural milk, 
and take measures to have the milk supply as clean and 
pure as possible. 

The Melbourne Corporation have abandoned sterilis¬ 
ing milk, and with good results have gone in for a pure 
supply. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean said tuberculosis is a purely 
infectious disease. Few will gainsay that statement 
Every infectious disease is purely infectious. If there 
were no specific infection we would not have the specific 
disease. He argues that because no baby or calf is 
(with rare exceptions) born with tuberculosis, the dis¬ 
ease is not hereditary. How could the born or the 
unborn contract an infectious disease if the specific 
bacillus did not come into contact with the body! It 
so happens that the foetal membranes are a most effi- 


The simple and sure method of banishing from our 
shores the disease in cattle is to breed from healthy 
cattle only (preferably not too young) that have been 
known to resist the disease. If we cannot do this pro¬ 
perly then the Department ought to do it for us. No 
bull should be kept for stock purposes that has not 
been carefully tested. Like tends to beget like. It is a 
shame for us to allow the foreigner to select and carry 
off the healthiest of our cattle for stock purposes. 

The Royal Dublin Society, the pioneer society in the 
promotion of Agriculture, Science and Art, has taken a 
step in the right direction. Before the outbreak of the 
war it passed a bye-law that dairy cows must pass the 
tuberculin test before being exhibited. 

The Chairman said he wished to congratulate Mr. 
Watson on bringing forward a paper of great practical 
importance from the point of view of the veterinarian 
ana that of public health. 

The important points dealt with in the paper have 
been fully discussed by the various speakers, most of 
whom, like the essayist, have had extensive experience 
in the examination of cows’ udders in dead or living 
subjects. 

Mr. Watson’s reputation and great opportunities for 
studying the several affections of the udder of the cow 
led us to expect, perhaps, more information from his 
treatise than it would be possible to give. He has given 
a lucid exposition of our present knowledge on the 
affections of the mammary gland which may render the 
milk secreted by it dangerous for iDgestion by the 
human being. Tuberculosis overshadows in gravity all 
the other lesions of the organ. Judging from the records 
of cases of human consumption resulting from drinking 
milk from tuberculous udders, the danger of the 
latter to the public health is appalling, and taking into 
account the admitted difficulty in many cases of diag¬ 
nosing tuberculosis of the mammary gland it would 
seem as if the only reliable method of safeguarding the 
human subject from this source of the scourge would be 
to insist on all dairy cows passing the tuberculin test, 
especially when one remembers how easy it is for the 
milk to become contaminated from open lesions in other 
parts of the body. The next best procedure would be 
to assume that all chronic enlargements of the mam¬ 
mary gland are of tubercular origin, and not defend 
upon mere microscopic examination of the milk to 
confirm the diagnosis; and to condemn all subjects 
clinically affected in other parts of the system. 

Mr. Dunlop introduced a good point in advocating 
the eventual establishment of tubercle-free herds by 
breeding only from stock which are not the progeny of 
animals affected with the disease, on the ground that 
there is a hereditary predisposition to the latter. There 
is no doubt that some subjects are more susceptible to 
tuberculosis than others, and I think it is reasonable to 
believe that this susceptibility is hereditary, as seems 
proved in the case of the human subject. I was sur¬ 
prised to learn from Mr. Watson’s paper that he, as 
Borough Veterinary Officer, has not entire control of the 
diagnosis of tuberculosis of the udder in the dairy cows 


cient barrier or filter to the passing of the tubercle 
bacillus. There is something in the tissues and lymph 
of the foetal membranes which is antagonistic to the 
specific microbe, and to some other microbes as well. 
This something exists in a varying degree in all our 
bodies, or we would be all dead men. It is this, a some¬ 
thing which is not enly hereditary but congenital as 
well. It is no argument to say that because this which 
we all inherit more or less can be increased or dimin¬ 
ished according to our mode of living that the predis¬ 
position to disease is not hereditary. We all admit the 
importance of disinfection and sanitation. In all infec¬ 
tious diseases a great deal depends on the dose and the 
frequency of the dose. 


of the city, and I agree with Mr. Norris that the arrange¬ 
ment whereby a medical man has the final say in a case 
of doubtful diagnosis is obviously most unsatisfactory. 

It does seem blind policy on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment, as Capt. Heavy points out, that in a critical time 
like the present, when the conservation of the manhood 
of the country is of such vital importance, the Tubercu¬ 
losis Order should be suspended. The cost of adminis¬ 
tering the Order would be insignificant compared with 
the saving of valuable human lives entailed by its being 
enforced. I have great pleasure in congratulating Mr. 
Watson on his very able paper. 
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Reply. 

Mr Watson : I have to thank you sincerely for the 
mild, kind, and generous way in which you treated this' 
paper. The question of the milk from a public health 
aspect has received very great attention from the gentle¬ 
men of the fourth estate lately on account of Professor 
Henston’s attack on the Dublin milk supply. I think 
it was Dr. Oliver St. Gogarty who said that the milk of 
Dublin was so absolutely swarming with germs that it 
would be preferable to take a drink of the Liffey in its 
worst condition. However, we don’t mind being ragged 
in Dublin, particularly the officials. Prof. Craig and a 
number of other speakers wished to get some more 
definite methods of diagnosing tuberculosis of the udder. 
I remember being at a meeting of the Association of 
Veterinary Officers of Health, held some years ago in 
London, and there was among those present a very dis¬ 
tinguished Manchester Veterinary Inspector, Mr. Brittle- 
bank, who asked, like a prophet in the wilderness, “Was 
there anyone who could give him a tip as to how to 
definitely diagnose tuberculosis]” I thoroughly agree 
with Prof. Craig when he draws your special attention 
to the greater importance of milk, from a public health 
point of view, in conveying disease from animal to man, 
for after all, as the Professor says, we use our milk raw. 
Prof. Craig took me to book for the figures given at the 
end of the paper, and he wanted something more de¬ 
finite. I may say I am not in a position to give him any¬ 
thing more definite. During all the years for which I give 
these figures there was a difficulty in getting the Com¬ 
mittee to sanction the slaughter of animals; they are 
always thinking about their own pockets, and they are 
very particular about the rules of the City, and particu¬ 
larly where they think they are doing a good turn to a 
dairyman. Unless you have the power of absolutely 
slaughtering the animal on your certificate you cannot 
follow it up and make post-mortem examination. Prof. 
Craig spoke about examining the supramammary lym¬ 
phatic glands. I have tried it hundreds of times, and it 
is almost impossible even when it is enlarged. 

Prof. Craig : I meant after death. 

Mr. Watson : I have tried it in life. There was 
a question of the mammary glands becoming infected 
with tuberculosis. Prof. Craig preached the doctrine 
that it came from the peritoneum ; but I tell him I 
cannot support that, because in the post-mortem exam¬ 
ination, and that is more important, I have seen tuber¬ 
culosis of the udder. I have arrived at only one form 
of infection of the udder by tuberculosis, and that is by 
the blood-stream. As to the public health aspect of 
using the blood of the tuberculous animal for edible pur¬ 
poses, someone interested in that question recently, be¬ 
fore the Public Health Committee, made an order that 
the blood of tuberculous animals was not to be used. We 
sold some of the blood of the animals slaughtered in the 
abattoir for making black-puddings, but the Committee 
held that there might be a source of infection, forget¬ 
ting altogether that even black-puddings are cooked. 
It is quite easy to destroy all the Dlood by selling it for 
manure. I cannot subscribe to the doctrine that 
because an animal is tuberculous, that tuberculosis is in 
the blood-stream. The only cases in which you find the 
bacilli in the blood-stream is in miliary tuberculosis. 
Talking about the difficulties of diagnosing tuberculosis 
of the udder, I remember a case where I absolutely felt 
inclined to put my last shilling that I was up against a 
case of tuberculosis, and after the most searching exam¬ 
ination it turned out to be staphylococcus. There is no 
method of dealing with tuberculosis of the udder, and I 
don’t think any man has ever described the physical 
symptoms. It must be by biological and microscopical 
tests. 

Capt. Heavy wants to know why the Tuberculosis 
Order was hung up. It was hung up for the good old 


excuse— want of money. Prof. Norris gave some im 
portant statistics about the number of children who 
nad tuberculosis of the tonsils and of the mesenteric 
lymphatics. I remember reading the statement of a 
German professor, who said that in every instance 
where he made a post-mortem on children he found 
tubercle bacilli in all the mesenteric lymphatics, and he 
arrived at the conclusion that you could not find any 
children who had not. As regards the primary infection, 
really I have expressed my opinion on that. I can 
never believe that the infection can be through the 
teat. 

[Prof. Norris : As far as I can see now there is no 
acceptable solution for that infection where you have 
infection of the udder and no infection in the abdominal 
cavity except the teat.l 

In reference to Mr. Norris’ remarks as to the Medical 
Officer of Health, I am sorry my words conveyed an 
erroneous impression, as they were meant to refer to the 
time antecedent to the passing of the Tuberculosis Pre¬ 
vention (Ireland) Act of 1908. Since then my certificate 
has always been accepted by the Public Health Com¬ 
mittee. I am confident you will all agree that the 
veterinary profession has no more stalwart champion 
than the General Medical Officer of Health of Dublin— 
Sir Charles Cameron. 

In conclusion, I may say that I am extremely thank¬ 
ful for the generous way in which you received my 
efforts. (Applause). 

On the proposition of Capt. Reavy, seconded by Prof. 
Craig, a vote ef thanks was passed to Mr. Watson for 
his paper, and the proceedings concluded. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND VETERINARY SOCIETY. 

[National V.M. A.—Scottish Branch.] 

The half-yearly meeting was held in the Agricultural 
Department. Marischal College, Aberdeen, on Aug. 29, 
Mr. William Brown, President, in the chair. 

There were present: Messrs. Anderson, Keith; 
Beattie, Longside; Cumming, Peterculter; Clerk, Stone¬ 
haven ; Drennan, and Hepburn, Aberdeen ; Howie, 
Alford ; Johnston, Auchterless • Kerr, Ellon ; Murray, 
Cullen ; McPherson, Huntly; McFarlane, Aberchirder. 

Apologies for inability to be present were received 
from Messrs. Niven, Sievwright and Crabb. 

The minutes of the last meeting, as they appeared in 
The Veterinary Record , were taken as read. 

Peculiar case of Emaciation in a Horse. 

By R. E. Drennan, m.r.o.v.s., Aberdeen. 

Subject. A Bay Clydesdale gelding, ten years old, 
belonging to one of the principal coal merchants in the 
city, where he had been working regularly for five years, 
The hygienic and feeding arrangements in the stable 
were perfect. I was called in to see the animal in the 
beginning of March, this year. 

History. The animal, though feeding quite well and 
working regularly, seemed to be falling away gradually 
in condition. For a week or two the stableman, who is 
a very careful man, was under the impression that his 
teeth perhaps wanted attention, so I had them examined 
and carefully dressed. I also made a careful examina¬ 
tion of the animal, but could find nothing of any im¬ 
portance about him; pulse and temperature quite 
normal, taking his food ouite well, and to all external 
appearances, apart from his poor condition, the horse 
seemed quite well. I suggested that I might try him 
with a few tonic powders in his food, and left instruc¬ 
tions with the stableman to see that he was not over¬ 
worked, and to feed him carefully and well. The pow¬ 
ders consisted chiefly of calcium phosphate and sulphate 
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of iron. On my second visit, a week later, I found him 
in practically the same condition. I continued the pow¬ 
ders for a week or two with some vermifuge medicine 
added, suspecting that there might he worms about the 
stomach or bowels. On my third visit, about a fort¬ 
night from my first, he seemed to be gradually getting 
poorer instead of improving, and was becoming indif¬ 
ferent to food. The;pul8e, if anything, was faster and 
weaker, and temperature was 103° F. I informed the 
manager about the condition and advised that the ani¬ 
mal be placed in a comfortable loose-box and be taken 
off work, as I suspected something seriously wrong with 
him. When his temperature began to rise I examined 
the chest thoroughly, but could find no abnormal sounds, 
the breathing being quite normal. 

A day or two later he began to show signs of some 
little difficulty in breathing. The lower parts of the 
lungs were a bit dull; membranes very bilious looking 
and somewhat congested, pulse 70, and temperature 105°. 
I applied a stimulating liniment to chest, and had him 
well clothed with rugs. A day or two afterwards the 
temperature came down to 103, but by this time signs of 
colicky pains were shown after eating the slightest quan¬ 
tity of food. After a fortnight or so in the loose-box the 
manager asked my opinion of the case. I informed him 
that the animal was suffering from a very bad form of 
liver trouble—probably an enlarged liver—from the dull¬ 
ness on palpation in tnat region : or an abscess, either 
attached to or in the region of the liver, interfering 
with the digestive organs, and probably through pres¬ 
sure on the stomach causing the slight colicky pains 
after feeding. I gave very little hope of his recovery. 

The animal got gradually more emaciated; temperature 
rising and falling every alternate day ; pulse very fast 
and weak ; mucous membranes very bilious and con¬ 
gested ; until the end of two months from the time the 
stableman first took notice of him he was so thin and 
weak that he was scarcely able to stand, and when he 
sot down there was difficulty in getting him up again. 
I gave up all hopes of his recovery and advised that he 
should be destroyed. The manager, I suppose consider¬ 
ing the cost of replacing him, was not in favour of de¬ 
stroying him, and asked if I had any objection to trying 
him in slings for a week or so. Naturally, 1 had no 
objection, and by this time it was possible to get a few 
blades of grass to eat, which apparently did a little 
good, and if anything a Blight improvement in his 
appetite took place for a week or so. This improve¬ 
ment was only temporary; he got gradually weaker, 
and was found dead m the slings one morning about the 
middle of May. 

Post-mortem. I found multiple abscesses of a very 
large size all over the'.thoracic and abdominal cavities, 
particularly in the mediastinal glands. The kidneys 
were practically embedded in pus : the liver and mesen¬ 
teric glands were full of abscesses ; in fact I am quite 
safe in saying, and Mr. Brown, who was present at the 
p.-m., can corroborate my statement, the abdominal 
cavity was practically one mass of abscesses. What I 
cannot understand is how the animal lived for such a 
length of time with the internal organs in such a state. 

1 made enquiries afterwards as to whether the animal 
had ever suffered from strangles, as the abscesses re¬ 
sembled those found in bad cases of that disease. There 
was no history of the animal even having had a bad 
cold. 

I will be very pleased if any of the members present 
can give me any enlightenment as to the probable cause 
of this condition. To me, as one of the younger mem¬ 
bers of the profession, it seemed rather an unusual 
case. 


Septic or Contagious Mammitis in Cow. 

By R. E. Drennan. 

This disease seems to be very prevalent at this season 
of the year, more especially in back calving cows, and in 
heifers running at grass even though not in calf. 

The disease seems to start very suddenly in most of 
my cases, in fact animals have been quite well in the 
morning and by afternoon the symptoms had appeared, 
when one or two, perhaps all of the quarters of the 
udder were involved. I have had a good number of 
these cases under my observation during the last five 
or six years, more especially in the month of August. 

The symptoms l am sure are very well known to all 
of you, but what I would like to know is if there is any 
special treatment, as my results in the badly affected 
cases have been very unsatisfactory ; septicaemia has 
set in and the patients have had to be slaughtered. 

The disease when the animals are at grass I am con¬ 
fident is due to a bite from a fly with a septic proboscis, 
inoculating the teat with a streptococcus. My reason 
for saying so is that I have tried preventive measures in 
several herds with excellent results. The method I 
adopt is to spray the udder of the animals twice a week, 
beginning about the middle of July, with a mixture of 
spirits of tar, sulphur and rape oil. In herds where the 
disea.se was formerly rife there has not been a single case 
since adopting this prophylactic treatment. Animals 
sprayed with this dressing seem to graze quite con¬ 
tentedly as the tiies seem to dislike tne odour of the 
dressing. If infection has taken place, the treatment I 
adopt in severe cases, is to place the animal in a com¬ 
fortable stall or loose-box and clothe well ; give a saline 
drench to commence with and follow with stimulants. 
I apply fomentations to the parts of the gland involved 
three times daily, massage and draw the teat carefully 
as often as possible. I have tried injections of a warm 
3 % solution of b^ric acid, also a 5% solution of hydrogen 

r sroxide, drawing out the fluid three hours after. This 
repeat every three or four hours. My results with 
this treatment varied very much. 

Hot fomentations, and rubbing the gland with ex¬ 
tract of belladonna in vaseline, drawing out the dis¬ 
charge as often as possible, and after the subsidence of 
inflammation the inunction of iodine ointment is the 
treatment which has given me the best results. 

Great care should be taken with the discharge drawn 
from the teats as it is a very dangerous source of infec¬ 
tion to other cows which may be tied up in the same 
stall. I recommend covering tne discharge with chloride 
of lime after each milking, and washing out the stall 
daily with a strong carbolic solution. 

Discussion. 

Mr. McPherson said : We are all extremely indebted 
to Mr. Drennan for introducing these exceedingly in¬ 
teresting subjects for discussion. The udder cases 
interest me the most, as at this season of the year they 
are extremely prevalent and very difficult to treat, in 
fact, in my experience no tr?atment is of much use. I 
will be very glad to hear if any of the other members 
know of a successful method of treating these cases. 

Mr. Murray : Like most of you I have had my share 
of these bad udder cases. I have tried amputation of 
the teat so as to allow free drainage, and give pot.chlor. 
as an internal antiseptic. 

With reference to the horse case, I think probably a 
previous attack of strangles may have been tne cause. 

Mr. Clerk : I thank Mr. Drennan for his interesting 
papers, and would ask if the horse case was not one oi 
tuberculosis. 

In the udder cases, I have tried with varying results 
in the earlv stages carbolic soap liniment, and injection 
of warm Cninosol solutions. 
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Mr. Beattie : Id these udder cases I find there is 
usually high fever. I give in some cases febrifuges and 
emollient applications to the udder. The infection, I 
think, is due to filth in the fields and byres. Cleanliness 
is the best preventive. I have not tried them, but I 
don't see why antiseptic injections should not help. 

In the horse case, the disease was probably pyaemia, 
as a result of internal injury, or an injury to a foot. 1 
don't think it was tuberculosis. 

Mr. Cumming : I am much obliged to Mr. Drennan 
for his communications. In case I. I note that the 
horse was ill weeks before he showed a rise of tempera¬ 
ture : therefore I would be inclined to think that the 
horse received some injury during his illness causing 
septic infection, The case, if it could hsve been diag¬ 
nosed, would have been a suitable one for serum treat¬ 
ment. 

I have had my share of contagious or septic mam- 
mitis. I certainly believe that the infective agent is the 
fly or other insect. I have tried various treatments with 
different results. In the case of heifers 1 think the best 
procedure is immediate slaughter. I had recently a case 
m a heifer with five teats and, strange to say, the fifth 
or supplementary teat was the seat of the disease. I 
have never tried serums or vaccines. As a preventive 
there is nothing to beat dressing the udder with tarry 
liniments. 

Mr. Kerr : I am very much interested in the horse 
case as I had two cases recently, both of which died. 
On post-mortem the appearances were similar to Mr. 
Drennan’s case. One of them was undoubtedly tuber¬ 
cular, while the other was septicaemia, with vegetations 
on the valves of the heart. 

Mr. Hepburn : In case I., I am inclined to think that 
the infection took place after the horse became ill. I 
had a fat horse which took ill with frequent attacks of 
colic. He died, and on post-mortem I found the lungs 
and mediastinal glands full of abscesses. He had been 
three years in the stud, and had shown during that time 
no trace of lung trouble, therefore I would suggest that 
he had got infected three years previously. 

Regarding the udder cases, I nave tried various treat¬ 
ment with indifferent results, I have tried injections 
with weak iodine solutions, but with no better results 
than by other methods The best treatment in my 
opinion is to slaughter the animal. I believe the infec¬ 
tion is streptococcal in origin and is carried from one 
cow to another by flies. It is sometimes suddenly fatal. 
I recommend as a preventive, Ung. petrol, Barbadoes 
tar, and Oil of citronella. 

Mr. Howie : I had a case in a colt which, towards 
the end of the summer, got so emaciated that in the end 
he was unable to stand. I could form no opinion as to 
the cause of the trouble. Ultimately he died, and on 
post-mortem I found multiple abscesses in the abdo¬ 
men, on the walls of the bowels, and in the mesenteric 
glands. In the pus I found numerous specimens of 
sclerostomum tetracanthus. On washing out the ingesta 
in the bowels I found millions of these worms, varying 
in length from J in. to 1 in., in the bottom of the bucket. 
I would ask Mr. Drennan if these worms were present 
in his case, as the p.-m. appearances were somewhat 
similar, except that m my case the abscesses were con¬ 
fined to the abdominal cavity. 

My experience of udder cases is that no treatment is 
of much use. A client who made a business of feeding 
farrow cows, in every case of septic mammitis, or, as he 
called it, “ udder clap,” at once amputated the teat of 
the infected guarter, This allowed free drainage, and 
saved a lot of trouble in the way of drawing the teat. 
I am bound to say his cases got on quite as well as 
mine. The best practice with farrow cows is to slaughter 
at once: for 1 don’t know of any disease which picks 
the condition off a fat cow so rapidly. I 


Mr. Brown, President: I was present at the post 
mortem along with Mr. Drennan and found that the 
pus formation was generalised. It was undoubtedly 
pyaemia, but I am not prepared to attribute the cause. 
The pus was cold and not evil-smelling. I am inclined 
i to think that the infection was of a long-standing 
! nature. It might have been due to strangles, but the 
symptoms were not acute enough for that. It was 
probably due to infection through the bowel. 

Treatment in the udder cases is very unsatisfactory. 
Injections don’t do much good, they cannot get deep 
enough into the gland structure. Mammitis generally is 
worthy of investigation, as all varieties are not due to 
the same germ, hence tne difficulty of treatment with 
stock serums. Autogenous vaccine might have good 
results. Regarding the removal of the teat, I know a 
farmer who lost two or three cows; after which he 
amputates the teats, with very good results. I think 
removal of the teats should be tried oftener than it is. 
I am of opinion that the disease is carried by fly infec¬ 
tion and hot, moist weather. Dressing with tar, sul¬ 
phur, and oil is very successful in keeping off the warble 
fly, therefore, I think it should be very useful as a pre¬ 
ventive in these cases. 

I have very great pleasure in asking you to accord to 
Mr. Drennan a hearty vote of thanks for bringing for¬ 
ward these two interesting subjects for discussion. 

Mr. Drennan briefly replied, and thanked the mem¬ 
bers for their appreciation of his efforts to create a 
discussion. 

Election of Office Bearers. 

President Mr. D. Clerk, Stonehaven. 

Senior Vice-President. Mr. A. Kerr, Ellon. 

Junior „ Mr. A. Niven, Inverurie. 

Hon. Sec. and Treas. Mr. G. Howie, Alford. 

Cowncil. Messrs. Anderson, Crabb, McPherson, 
Sievwright, Murray, Robson, Drennan. 

Messrs. Clerk and Johnston undertook to provide 
material for discussion at next meeting. 

A hearty vote of thanks having been awarded to the 
President, the members adjourned to the Athenaeum 
Restaurant for lunch and a friendly chat. 

George Howie, Hon. Sec. 


The A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 

Dear Sir,—I am requested by the Committee A.V.C. 
Comforts Fund to ask you to express its most grateful 
thanks to Mr. King and to Mr. Willett for the great 
help they have both given in support of this Fund. 
Their time is fully occupied, but they have managed to* 
collect about £400, which is nearly half the amount 
paid into the Fund’s account since last July. 

Mr. Willett's contributions were given in your last 
week’s issue of The Record. May I ask you to be good 
enough to insert Mr. King's collections in your next 
publication ? 

Parcels have already been sent to Mesopotamia, 
Egypt, and Salonika, and it is hoped that bales for 
France and Italy will be very shortly despatched. 

Owing to the very large number of men belonging to the 
Corps at present on the various fronts (over 17,000) it 
is, of course, impossible to Bend each man an individual 
Christmas parcel, but all subscribers may rest assured 
that the funds at the disposal of the Committee will be 
used to the best advantage.—Yours faithfully, 

E. A. Blenkinsop. 

29 Bramham Gardens, S.W. 5. 

29th Oct. 

All subscriptions will be gratefully received by 
Mrs. Martin, Hon. Treasurer, 

19 Stanhope Gardens, S.W. 7. 



November 2, 1918 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


151 


Collected by Mr. W. S. King :— 




P. Mortensen, Maida Vale 

1 

1 

0 

Henry Green, Poplar 

£1 

1 

0 

Rev. — Hampson, Burdett Road 


5 

0 

J. Wiseman, Limehouse 

1 

1 

0 

Motley k Co., Stepney Green 

1 

1 

0 

A. J. Laker, Tower Hill 

1 

1 

0 

Chas. Ransford, New Cross Road 

1 

1 

0 

Mann, Crossman k Crossman, 




C. E. Harwood, Liverpool Road 

ft 

0 

0 

Whitechapel Road 

5 

5 

0 

T. C. Garry (m). Wandsworth 

1 

1 

0 

C. Wills, Whitechapel 

1 

1 

0 

M. G. Byerley (m), Greenwich 

1 

1 

0 

Chas. WebBter k Co., Ltd., 




W. J. Sims, Monument Street 

1 

0 

0 

Whitechapel Road 

1 

1 

0 

Sargent, Longstaff k Co., Fenehchurch 




Marti neau k Co., Ltd., Mark Lane 

1 

1 

0 

Buildings 

1 

1 

0 

Taylor, Walker k Co., Ltd, Limehouse 

5 

5 

0 

H. k G. Dutfield, Smithfield 

1 

1 

0 

J. Watson k Son, Poplar 

1 

1 

0 

Hough <fc Co.. Narrow Street, E. 

1 

1 

0 

F. V Smythe, Limehouse 

2 

2 

0 

H. H. Worrow (m), Shadwell 

2 

2 

0 

Maj. Butler Hogan, r.a.m.c. 

1 

1 

0 

G. Cohen, Sons k Co. Commercial Rd. 

1 

1 

0 

J. Goodwin, Birmingham 

1 

1 

0 

G. Crowhurst (m), Greenwich 

1 

1 

0 

Gingell, Son k Foskett, Ltd., W’chapel 

1 

1 

0 

C. Reynolds, Romford 


10 

6 

Gardiner k Gardiner, Whitechapel 

1 

I 

0 

Mace, Rainbow k Stone, Leman St. 

2 

2 

0 

Col. J. E Bail lie, r.h.a. 

1 

1 

0 

H. J. Parkin (m), Barking Road 

1 

1 

0 

A. H. Barker & Co., Burdett Road 

1 

1 

0 

J. Caiman k Sons, Eastcheap 

1 

0 

0 

F. Allen k Sons, Ltd., Poplar 

1 

1 

0 

T. J. Shorter, Buckhurst HiU 

2 

2 

0 

Savill, Bros., Ltd., Stratford, E. 

2 

2 

0 

W. Stewart, Wanstead 

1 

1 

0 

M. Abbott k Co., Burdett Road 

1 

1 

0 

H. W. Caton, (f), Mile End Road 

1 

1 

0 

Abbott. Bros., Limehouse 

1 

1 

0 

Stedall k Co., Bloomsbury 

1 

1 

0 

P. & E. Abbott, Limehouse 

1 

1 

0 

T. Feast, Silvertown 

1 

I 

0 

J. G. Anderson, Poplar 

1 

1 

0 

S. H. Nye (m), Loughton 

1 

1 

0 

R. Ling <k Sons, Poplar 


10 

6 

Corbett Price, Minsterley, Shrewsbury 

1 

1 

0 

R. Brodie, L. k S. W. Bank, 




W. R. Favell, High Holbom 

l 

1 

0 

(Mile End Branch) 


10 

6 

E. Sullivan, Wanstead 

1 

1 

0 

A. Punter, Leman Street, E. 


10 

6 

Metropolitan Cartage Co., Ltd., 




W. Watson, Commercial Road, E. 


10 

6 

Tooley Street 

2 

2 

0 

A. S. Morfey, London <fc Joint Stock 




J. J. Prior, Limehouse, E. 

1 

l 

0 

Bank, Limehouse 


10 

6 

Jos. Richardson, Limehouse 

2 

2 

0 

G. P. Thomson, L. C. k W. Bank, 




P. Gilling k Sons, Limehouse 

1 

1 

0 

East India Road 


10 

6 

G. Traill k Sons, Fenchurch St. 

3 

3 

0 

W. Wood, Limehouse 


10 

6 

T. M. Fairclough k Sons, Christian St. 

1 

1 

0 

H. Roberts, Tufnell Park Road 


10 

6 

M. H. Abbott k Co., Leytonstone 

1 

1 

0 

P. Schooling, Middlesex Street 


10 

0 

W. Coates k Co., Whitechapel Rd. 

2 

2 

0 

H. Levy, Leman Street 


10 

6 

Sanders Bros., Limehouse 

1 

1 

0 

J. J. k S. W. Chalk, Commercial Rd. 


10 

6 

E. Gryspeerdt (m), Croydon 

1 

1 

0 

C. Skelton, Leyton, Essex 


10 

6 

F. Lambert, Fenchurch Street 

1 

1 

0 

C. Davis, Stepney 

1 

1 

0 

Harrison, Barber k Co., Ltd., W’chapel 

1 

1 

0 

— Newell, Cleraence St., Limehouse 


10 

0 

Brandram Bros., Ltd., Philpot Lane 

2 

0 

0 

Lt. H. Wilson Jones, r.f.a. 


10 

0 

R. N. Stollery, Barbican 

5 

5 

0 

N. Almond (m), Kingston-on-Thames 


10 

0 

L. H. Raphael k Co., Burdett Road 

1 

1 

0 

W. R. Davis (m), Enfield 


10 

0 

Arnold k Sons, Giltspur Street 

ft 

ft 

0 

J. W. Macintosh (m), Dollis Hill Farm 


10 

6 

MacDougall Bros., Manchester 

2 

0 

0 

H. King (m), Lower Kennington Lane 


10 

6 

Bevington k Sons, Bermondsey 

2 

2 

0 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, R.V. Coll., 




J. Nolan, Old Street, E C. 

1 

1 

0 

London 


10 

6 

Grey, Consley k Co., West. India Rd. 

1 

1 

0 

W. W. Reekie (m), Oxford St., W. 


10 

6 

J. B. Buxton (m), Snow Hill Bldgs. 

l 

0 

0 

G. Balls (m), Brixton Hill 


10 

0 

R. C. Irving (f), Halkin Place 

1 

1 

0 

H. Evans k Sons, Ltd., Ratcliff. E. 

1 

1 

0 

Walter Grey (m), Ilford 

1 

1 

0 

S. Gavid, Sbepperton 

1 

1 

0 

C. Poulter k Co., Ltd., Ratcliff 

1 

1 

0 

G. A. Roberts, Aldgate 

1 

1 

0 

H. H. Whitlamsmith (m), Lewisham 

1 

0 

0 

H. Watson, Stepney 

1 

1 

0 

H. Smither k Sons, Ltd., Smithfield 

1 

1 

0 

G. Purdom <fc Co., Commercial Road 

1 

1 

0 

M. J. Carroll (m), Bow 

1 

1 

0 

G. Fox, Canning Town 

1 

0 

0 

W. F. Shaw (f), Liverpool R »ad 

1 

1 

0 

C. Brown, West India Road 

1 

1 

0 

W. D. Vincent, Shadwell 

1 

1 

0 

A. L. Alexander k Sons, Stepney 

1 

1 

0 

T. Mansfield, Forest Gate 

3 

3 

0 

Warner, Sons k Co., Aldgate 

2 

2 

0 

— Home, Victoria Park, N E. 

1 

1 

0 

— Aarons, Bethnal Green 

1 

1 

0 

A. MacCunn (m), West Ham 

1 

1 

0 

Capt. J. O. Sherrard, r f.a. 

1 

1 

0 

W. Willis (m), Clapham 

1 

1 

0 

P. Sugarman, West India Road 

2 

2 

0 

Mrs. R. Foreman, Tottenham 

1 

1 

0 

Lt.-Col. C. H. Read-Scott, d.s.o. 

1 

1 

0 

R. J. Formane (m), Tottenham 

1 

1 

0 

Chas. Brown k Co.. Shad Thames 

1 

1 

0 

D. Cooney, Monza Street, E. 

1 

1 

0 

Willows k Co., Aldersgate Street 

5 

0 

0 

S. E. Holmans (m), Lee Green 

I 

l 

0 

Bovill k Sons, Shad Thames 

1 

1 

0 

Chas. Yates k Co., Billiter Street 

9 . 

2 

0 

Maj. C. E. Cadell, r.f.a. 

1 

0 

0 

W. J. Burton, Enfield Wash 

1 

1 

0 

J. Welch, Silvertown 

1 

1 

0 

A. Jacob k Co, Wapping 

1 

1 

0 

C. Larkin, Snaresbrook, Essex 

1 

1 

0 

J. W. Baxter (m), Kinnerton St., S.W. 

1 

1 

0 

Webster, Sons k Co., Ltd., 




Mrs. B. S. Cockerton, Cambridge Heath 

1 

1 

0 

Devonshire St., E. 

1 

1 

0 

B. S. Cockerton (m), „ „ 

1 

1 

0 

P. Hearn, Gray’s Inn Road 

1 

1 

0 

J. Finch, Hackney Road 

1 

1 

0 

E. W. Rudd k Co„ Bow Common La. 

1 

1 

0 

Gold Bros, k Nash 

1 

t 

0 

E. Tauton k Co., Wapping 

1 

1 

0 

Charrington, Sells, Dale k Co. 

1 

l 

0 
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S. H. Slocock (f), Hounslow 2 2 0 

G. Gotberidge, Romford 110 

Maj. Hunter, Lauderdale Club 110 

Dr. Thomas, Commercial Road 1 T 0 

Capt. J. Taylor, T.R.F.A. School 10 6 

J. A. W. Dollar (f) 110 

W. N. Thompson (m), Midland Rly. 1 1 0 

E. Wells & Son, Ltd. 1 1 0 

T. Mansfield 1 1 0 

C. Ran ford 1 1 0 

Mrs. W. S. King 2 2 0 

W. S. King, m.b.e. (m) 3 3 0 

2 nd Collection by J. Willett, Esq.:— 

James McKelvie 10 0 0 

Other sources 2 ' 7 0 


Major James Eadie Davidson, d.s.o., Royal Gar¬ 
rison Artillery (died of wounds), was the elder son of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Davidson, 30 Garscube Terrace, 
Edinburgh. He was bom in 1893, and educated at 
Daniel Stewart’s College, and Edinburgh University, 
where he graduated B.sc. in engineering in 1914. He 
joined the army soon after the outbreak of war, and 
had been on active service abroad since May, 1915, was 
wounded in the great German offensive in March last, 
and only a few weeks ago he received the d.s.o. He had 
also been awarded the Belgian decorations of Chevalier 
de 1’Ordre de la Couronne and the Croix de Guerre. 

Major Davidson was a nephew of Mr. C. A. Squair, 
m.r.c.v.s., of Reigate, Surrey. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Gazette, 

War Office, Whitehall, Oct. 26. 
Regular Forces Army Veterinary Corps. 

The following Capts. are seed, for duty with Egyptian 
Army J. Going (July 16); G .V. Golding (July 21); 
C. P. Fisher (Aug. 8); W. H Heaney (Aug. 10); J. R. 
Ellison (Aug. 11); G. E. Oxspring (Sept. 2). 


OBITUARY. 

Malvisi. —At Hornsey, on 24th October, after four 
days illness, Emily Bertha Malvisi, the beloved wife of 
C. A. Malvisi, m.r c.v.s. Aged 47. 


Crowhurst. At Framfield, Sussex, on Sunday, 27th 
Oct., from pneumonia following influenza, Herbert 
Crowhurst, son of the late Thomas Crowhurst, Regis¬ 
tered Practitioner, aged 38. 

Deceased succeeded his father, with whom he had 
been associated in the practice, and had carried it on 
successfully. He was well known over a wide district 
and was much liked and trusted, and there were many 
following at the funeral who had come miles to pay 
their last respect. There were many wreaths and 
flowers. He leaves a widow and four young children. 

In 1890 there were six Crowhursts in Sussex on the 
list of Registered Practioners. At the present time only 
one remains, and the death of Mr. Herbert Crowhurst 
severs another link with the past. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

! Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders.f 

Parasitic 
Mange. \ 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(ft) 

Swine Fever. 

Cases 

Confrmd, 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

1 Out¬ 
breaks 

1 ( b ) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. * 

Dogs 

Other 

Anmls 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Oct. 26 

/ 1917 

Corresponding 1 jgjg 

week in 1 1915 

5 ' 

1 

3 

4 



l 

1 

5 j 

30 

59 

1 

27 

7 



4 1 

16 

; 7 1 

4 

19 

7 

12 

201 


i! 

18 

13 

18 

26 

21 

30 

3 

2 

25 

59 

61 

6 

30 

165 

Total for 43 weeks, 1918 

Corresponding j 

period in | jg 15 

| 44 

2 

204 

235 

3 

14 

?7 

76 

3724 

7000 

265 

1180 

463 



363 

442 

463 

414 

619 

527 

1 

12 

24 

201 

23 

43 

41 

1 46 

m 

1 73 

2036 

1817 

}688 

3859 

4065 

U477 

420 

203 

165 

1888 

3764 

8891 

918 

8889 

14740 


J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1916, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed. ( b ) Reported by Local Authorities ♦ Counties affected, animals attacked :—London 5 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 29. 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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A QUESTIONABLE PROCEDURE. 

On another page we reproduce an odd paragraph 
from a provincial evening newspaper. It must be 
read with the mental reservations necessary with 
almost all newspaper information in these* days; 
but, if it is correct, it is certainly disquieting. The 
gist of it is that the Ministry of Food has ordered 
a Commission to enquire into an “ alarming mor¬ 
tality ” in pigs in the Lincoln District. Some 
statements are added regarding this porcine disease, 
which are not very enlightening. We are told that 
the affection “ appears to be epidemic ” ; and a be¬ 
lief that it is ‘a kind of influenza” is mentioned 
with apparent respect. This suggests some con¬ 
nection with the human epidemic now raging so 
widely; hut veterinary pathologists will require 
some definite evidence before accepting such a 
theory as at ail probable. It is further stated that 
the pigs almost always die of “ inflammation of the 
bowels,” which indicates that dietetic causes may 
not improbably be the chief or sole factors in its 
production. All this information is of much less 
importance than the single statement that “ a 
Commission has been appointed by the Ministry of 
Food.” Veterinary Surgeons will ask why the 
Ministry of Food acted at all in a matter which 
properly belongs to the Board of Agriculture. 

It may be argued that the Food Ministry acted 
with the idea of preventing too serious an effect on 
the supply of pigs for food. This is not a sufficient 
reply. Government Departments constantly find 
their work bringing them into contact with subjects 
pertaining to other Departments ; but that does 
not justify them in encroaching upon each other’s 
ground. For Government Departments to com¬ 
municate with each other, and assist each other 
when possible, is one thing; for any one of them to 
start doing the work of another is quite different. 

The Board of Agriculture is the only Government 
Department fit to undertake the investigation of 
disease in farm stock. It possesses the staff of 
trained workers and the experience essential to the 
proper performance of such work. Its record for 
many years past shows that it is fully capable of 
performing first-class work in this direction. No 
other department could be relied upon to produce 
even second-class work; and no other should at¬ 
tempt such inquiries. Perhaps after all this report 
may prove to be a mere newspaper romance ; but, 
even so, it suggests a very real danger, which the 
rofession should be prepared to meet. We have 
ad previous experience of this usurpation of the 
functions of the Board of Agriculture, notably by 
the Local Government Board. It is likely to in¬ 
crease in these days of multiplicity of departments; 
and the Food Ministry is certainly a sufficiently < 
aggressive body to attempt it. 


FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON 
SODIUM CHLORIDE. 

By Capt, W. W. Lang, a.v.c. 

Six months further investigation confirms the 
results published in an article on Salt in The 
Veterinary Record of 23rd March, 1918. 

The treatment appears to be quite satisfactory in 
catarrh, strangles, all wounds (operation: includ¬ 
ing castration, and accidental), cellulitis, suppura¬ 
tive lymphangitis, tetanus, and biliary fever. The 
explanation appears to be increased osmosis, and 
the elimination of the toxins which are believed by 
many to have a repelling action on the leucocytes. 
In the language of the day, the mobility of the 
defending force is greatly increased while the de¬ 
fences of the invaders are swept away. 

In cellulitis, in addition to the rapid diminution 
of the ocdematous swelling, a feature of great im¬ 
portance is the anodyne action—no explanation is 
offered; animals too stiff to walk and extremely 
sensitive to touch on the affected part move and 
tolerate manipulation freely within 24 hours. It 
would be interesting to know whether the same 
anodyne action is obtainable in laminitis. 

In contused wounds sloughing appears to foe 
reduced to a minimum and healing takes plaoe 
rapidly. I have in mind two cases of badly broken 
knees, one of lacerated hook just over the bursa, 
and one of bruised and torn stifles through failing 
to jump clear over a wall with a tiled top—aQ 
might easily have ended fatally or necessitated 
destruction. In these, as in all others, no attempt 
is made to disinfect the wound; all that is done is 
to keep it and the surrounding parts dean, ensure 
drainage, and lightly cover with gauze to keep off 
flies. 

In biliary fever, too, the period of convalescence 
due to the resulting anaBmia and debility is also 
considerably shortened. The icteric symptoms 
vanish usually in two or three days closely followed 
by the petechial spots, as the result of saline in 
addition to the usual forms of treatment. 

As our most valuable aid to putting on condition 
salt is absolutely proved. Lately, linseed and 
groundnut oil have been added with excellent re¬ 
sults; tbe dose is one pint with half-a-pound of 
salt in two gallons of water daily—less oil tends to 
constipation, while the above amounts, in addition 
to their nutritive action, act on the fsBces similarly 
to liquid paraffin. Neither purging, nausea, nor 
loss of appetite has been noticed—this applies to 
the normal dose of aloes, too—though the treat¬ 
ment has been continued for seven conseoutive 
days decomposition of the oil appears to be pre- 
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vented. Sesame oil has not proved so satisfactory, was?allowed to each. The skin was punctured by 
perhaps on accotfnt of adulteration, as I believe it means of the equine trocar and canula while the 
was purchased looally. latter was used as a director for the wires. Unfor- 

The lubricant aotion led to this method of using tunately these two did not live long enough to prove 
oil in cases of sand or grit in the colon, bnt as or disprove the value of the method employed, but 
nothing eventuated, nux vomioa has been added the impression of the support was good, 
with a measure of success. Peristalsis appears to One of the latter, too, was badly affected with 
be considerably reduced in the dilated portion of shock shortly after the completion of the operation, 
the bowel containing the offending material—in so half-a-pound of salt in solution was given while 
one case of an animal which had “ colic ” ten times she lay, and she was warmly covered up. In the 


in two years the bowel was considerably thickened 
by fibrous tissue. So far, one ounce only of nux 
vomioa has been given daily, but the dose may be 
increased with advantage. 

Half-a-pound of salt appears to be a sufficient 
dose for all practical purposes, though in tetanus I 
give this amount twice during the first day's treat¬ 
ment. When an animal goes off his feed, as oc¬ 
casionally happens, the salt is withheld for a day, 
when the appetite as a rule returns. The practice 
is now to miss one day a week, usually Sunday. 

Recently two animals have shown that they 
cannot tolerate salt, not even in six ounce doses, 
but these are the only two in probably a thousand 
oases. 

Abdominal Surgery—with special reference 
to Sodium chloride and Chloral hydrate. 

With a view to testing the value of saline in such 
oases, three horses down for destruction were oper¬ 
ated on, one through the flank by splitting the 
muscles, and two through the linea alba, one in 
front of and the other behind the umbilicus. In 
the two latter the fore legs were pulled up by one 
pulley and the two hind by another, giving a free 
field. 

Being without an expert anaesthetist and fully 
alive so the necessity for perfect anaesthesia, chloral 
hydrate Jiss intravenously was given to each with 
excellent results from an anaesthetic point of view, 
unconsciousness was complete for about one hour 
and a half. 

All abdominal organs were freely manipulated to 
familiarise my sense of touch—this, of course, 
greatly increased the tendency to manipulative 
shook—while in the second case an attempt was 
made to evacuate a quantity of grit in the last por¬ 
tion of the double colon. This failed for two 
reasons:—on account of the mesenteric attach¬ 
ments the affected portion of the bowel could not 
be brought outside the wound for operation, while 
the narrow portion prevented the insertion of the 
hand. The bowel was incised in two places, but 
failure to remove more than a small quantity was 
the result. The operation was completed in the 
first by skin suture only, in the other two by suture 
of the abdominal wall and skin—suture of the 
peritoneum was not carried out, but it ought to 
have been done. In these two, before closing the 
skin wound a number of stiff wires were placed 
across the abdominal wound to lend support; the 
distance apart was one inch and a half, while each 
end was brought through the skin three inches on 
either side and turned round. As they were in no 
way intended as sutures about two inches of play 


case of the other two the saline was given on rising, 
and a second dose to all about 8 p.m., and again 
next morning. All lay for about seven hours and 
were then returned to their boxes and tied up. 

Every one of the three developed pneumonia 
(hypostatic)—the breathing was accelerated next 
day, but I attributed this to pain, while the temper¬ 
ature never rose above 104° F. The first, the flank 
case, recovered, but the other two died, one in 42 
and the other in 48 hours. Post-mortem proved 
the existence of pneumonia; in one case there was 
little inflammatory action round the edge of the 
wound, while in the other there was rather more, 
but not much wrong with the bowel which had 
been incised. I attribute death in both cases to 
hypostatic pneumonia. 

On discussing the matter with a medical friend I 
was informed that all narcotic poisons increase the 
permeability of the lung tissue and that, of course, 
the solution would further increase this action; 
also that the discharge of bloody urine (renal 
hffimorrhage), which I bad noticed, was due to the 
narcotic. 

Apparently the case of pneumonia which fol¬ 
lowed ovariotomy, which I mentioned in my pre¬ 
vious article was brought about in the same way, 
and was not due to the entrance of saline into the 
lungs as I then thought. I now know that saline 
solution entering the lungs does not necessarily 
cause pneumonia; this will be discussed later. 

In no case has pneumonia followed the intra¬ 
venous injection of chloral hydrate or the adminis* 
tration of salt solution per os alone. Therefore, 
the combination in the doses given appears to be a 
dangerous one. 

It may be that one to three pints intravenously, 
as recommended in “Veterinary Therapeutics” 
(Wallis Hoare), would be innocuous and suffice to 
ward off shock until the effects of the chloral hy¬ 
drate have passed away. As an anesthetic for 
abdominal work chloral hydrate as given appeared 
very satisfactory, and it required no watching, 
while the post-operative quiet of several hours must 
be of value. 

Animal Hospitals. 

With the idea of animal hospitals throughout the 
country I heartily agree, I expect that the most 
important feature in the near future will be ab¬ 
dominal surgery. Too long have we looked on 
helplessly while an unfortunate horse has died a 
cruel death from twisted bowel, but I do not believe 
it is beyond the wit of man to oombat many such 
oases. It is only a few years since tampering with 
! the peritoneum was considered a fatal procedure; 
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now, rigs are operated on through the inguinal 
canal and the flank; ovariotomony is performed 
through the vagina and also the flank, while suc¬ 
cessful operations for the radical oure of hernia 
have been recorded. Those of us, too, who practice 
canine surgery are gaining experience not only of 
great value now, but valuable as a stepping stone 
to still greater things. 

Operations under the best conditions, expert 
supervision, trained nursing, and a proper environ¬ 
ment will bring to a successful issue what might 
otherwise prove fatal, and will make our successful 
cases more successful by restoring the patients to 
usefulness at a much earlier period. 

Stomach Tube—dangers attached to its use. 
Transmission op contagious disease—Variola. 

Recently over 80 horses a day were under saline 
treatment for debility and various other conditions, 
most of them for a period of seven days at a time. 
Before it was quite realised what was happening, a 
few were found to be suffering from variola, and, as 
after events proved, many more were in the incuba¬ 
tion stage—in artificial inoculation the incubation 
period appears to be five to six days. Altogether 
over 40 were ultimately affected, and all showed 
the lesions in the left nostril—that invariably used 
for the passing of the tube. We failed to deteot 
the original case. 

As it was imperative to continue the saline in 
several cases of variola, and also to treat others 
non-affected, the tube has since been immersed in a 
solution of perchloride of mercury, 1:1000 between 
each case—carbolic acid is not now on issue to 
veterinary hospitals. The perchloride solution was 
recommended as that least likely to injure the 
rubber, but it does not appear to be strong enough, 
or the period of immersion is too short, because 
two more cases have occurrred. Naturally the non- 
affected were all treated first in the day. Now the 
need for treating variola cases for other conditions 
has passed away, and therefore no fresh oases as 
the result of the use of the tube are anticipated. 

From the illustration it is evident that the tube 
should always be disinfected between each case as 
a matter of routine. It is indeed fortunate that it 
was the benign disease variola and not something 
more serious. 

Flooding the lungs with saline. 

Unfortunately, on three occasions the saline sol¬ 
ution has been accidentally pumped into the lungs, 
onoe by an officer who ought to have known better, 
and twice by natives who were carried away by the 
apparent simplicity of passing the tube. Both the 
latter, in their anxiety to be of real assistance, 
passed the tube without permission in the temporary 
absence of the N.C.O. in charge. 

It is remarkable indeed how these animals 
showed so little inconvenience while the tube was 
in the trachea. Recently, at a demonstration I 
personally kept the tube in the trachea for a con¬ 
siderable time without even a cough. 

Case I. The quantity pumped into the lungs 
was estimated at gall. The temperature rose to 


107* F. in the evening, but the animal was appar¬ 
ently all right the following day. No pneumonia 
supervened. 

Case II. Had about a gallon of saline; temper¬ 
ature rose to 105° F; following day all right; no 
pneumonia. 

Case III. This is the only one of three I saw. 
Had about a gallon of saline and a pint of linseed 
oil. Result—fatal. 

The following is the clinical picture—I under¬ 
stand it was the same in all:—Lying on the chest 
with fore legs out; swaying the head and neck 
from side to side and at the same time rubbing the 
trachea across the knees; continuous flow of froth 
from both nostrils; deep, laboured breathing; cyan- 
osed membranes; and apparently perfectly sensible. 

From the description given to me of the other 
two cases, a fatal termination was not anticipated, 
so no treatment was adopted. Apparently the best 
treatment would be tracheotomy as low down the 
neck as possible. 

The above incidents are reported so that others 
may profit thereby. 


SEPTIC OR CONTAGIOUS MAMMITIS. 

Mr. Drennan’s paper before the North of Scot¬ 
land Veterinary Society is greatly interesting, as 
this disease has been rather prevalent of late. 

I venture to write my experience as regards 
treatment. The disease is most virulent, and causes 
a number of deaths, and usually it is the best 
milkers that are affeoted. I never hesitate, if the 
permission of the owner can be obtained, to ampu¬ 
tate the teat or teats as early as possible; in doing 
this it is necessary to oast the oow, cut round the 
teat with the scalpel held in a line with the long 
axis of the teat. Any bleeding vessels can easily 
be tied with suture material. 

The usual medicines are given, but I look upon 
them as almost useless unless free drainage is given 
to the udder, which is fomented and syringed out 
with weak Creolin, finishing off with 1:6 Hydrogen 
peroxide. 

As the inflammation subsides the udder gets less 
and eventually the quarter atrophies; the wound 
usually heals completely. 

These cows if bulled again are usually profitable 
milkers; but if operation is not performed either 
the cow dies or there is permanent enlargement of 
the quarter and disfigurement, with great risk at 
subsequent oalving of another attack of mastitis. 

As regards the killing of cows for human con¬ 
sumption when affeoted with septic mammitis, I 
venture to think it a great question if the carcase is 
fit for food, for the animal is seldom killed until the 
case looks hopeless, which means that it has had 
plenty of medicine and is a case of acute septicaemia 
with high temperature. The caroase is then a very 
bad colour and the fat does not set. 8ome may 
think the operation is drastic treatment, but if the 
operation is done under chloroform the relief given 
is great and can be quickly seen, whereas to leave 
the teat on and struggle to draw the secretion or 
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discharge three or four times a day from a hot and 
painful quarter is very unpleasant for the cow. 

Operation, too, does away with the necessity of 
rubbing in liniments, etc., after fomentation, which 
unless carefully done must cause suffering to the 
animals, as they dislike lying down owing to the 
increased pain caused in the udder. 

The use of vaccine as a curative in this disease is 
probably of not much service as the infection is so 
rapid. 

G. E. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURN ALS. 
The lifb-histoby op Distoma luteum (n. sp.) 

WITH NOTES ON SOME CERCARIE AND REDIE 

found in South Africa. 

An article upon this subject by J. D. F. Gilchrist 
appeared in Parasitology for April, 1918. Although 
flute disease in sheep is very common in certain 
parts of South Africa the intermediade host of the 
parasite has not been recognised. The fresh-water 
snail ( Limncea truncatula) which is the intermediate 
host in Europe has not been recorded with certainty 
in South Africa. The commonest fresh-water snail 
there is ( Physa Istdora) tropica , and this mollusc 
harbours in great abundance stages of fluke very 
closely resembling those of the liver fluke, the im¬ 
portant difference, however, being that even when 
placed in the most favourable conditions the free- 
swimming form (cercaria) was never observed to 
encyst. 

The author's investigations proved that the forms 
found in this snail were in reality stages in the life 
oyole of a small fluke commonly found in the ali¬ 
mentary tract of the frog in South Africa. The 
adult form was very similar in appearance to Dis¬ 
toma echinatum t and on account of its colour it is 
named by the author Distoma luteum . 

The problem as to the life cycle of the South 
African liver fluke thus still remains unsolved.— 
Tropical Veterinary Bulletin). 

Ohronio Arthritis in Pigs. 

Sekiguohi and Ironse contributed an article upon 
this subject to Vol. 21 of the Journal of Infectious 
Diseases. Chronio arthritis, presenting various 
degrees of swelling and deformity, is not rarely 
observed in pigs brought to market, which are 
apparently in good health. These chronic lesions 
involve one or two joints. They may appear spor¬ 
adically; or there may be various cases in the 
same piggory. By its character 'the disease much 
recalls arthritis chronica deformans of man, in 
which general symptoms of infection and nutritive 
disturbances are likewise often absent. 

The authors were able to observe and follow 21 
of these oases in pigs brought to market for sale. 
In these the arthritis varied in gravity from a 
simple enlargement of a joint to a notable thicken¬ 
ing and deformity which resembled a chronic tuber¬ 
cular process in aspect. 


By 'the microscopical examination of material 
from these cases the authors found bacillary 
microbes 17 times. In six oases in which strepto¬ 
cocci were isolated, either alone or associated with 
bacilli, the lesions had a chronic suppurative char¬ 
acter with fistulous channels, as in chronic tuber¬ 
cular lesions, A more accurate examination enabled 
tuberculosis to be excluded; as a matter of fact, 
the animals furnishing the material did not show 
tuberculous centres in any other part of the 
organism. 

In nine oases the infection was purely bacillary. 
The lesions consisted, in the first stages, in a slight 
granulation upon the affected joint, and in advanced 
stages in a diffuse and grave process of ulceration 
with notable deformity of the joint. In some of 
these cases a limpid or slightly turbid but never 
purulent liquid was extracted from the joints. The 
liquid itself was completely sterile; and the bacteria 
were only found in sections and cultures prepared 
from the granulation tissue. 

Morphologically, and in many points culturally, 
the bacilli resembled the bacillus pyogenes isolated 
by Dutch and German from cattle and swine, with 
the difference that the authors’ bacilli did not 
liquify either gelatine or Loffler’s serum. The 
same resemblance existed with regard to the path¬ 
ological alterations. The latter were identical with 
those caused by the b. pyogenes ; that is, they were 
of chronic suppurative character, with a tendency 
to the formation of granulations and fibrous tissue. 
The authors, however, never saw, either in the 
natural or the experimental disease, the pulmonary 
infections that are frequently found in animals 
infected with b. pyogenes. 

Although in their cases the bacillus isolated was 
almost always the principal etiologioal factor and 
streptococcus only a secondary invasion, the authors 
do not venture to affirm that the .bacillus is the 
unique infective agent of chronic arthritis in swine. 
It is possible that other orgauisms of suitable viru¬ 
lence may cause analogous processes in pigs; but 
the tubercle bacillus does not seem to be responsible 
for chronic articular lesions in pigs otherwise 
perfectly healthy. 

The disease causes a not negligible damage even 
when the animals are brought to market in good 
general condition, and a much more serious one 
when it assumes an enzootic character. Studies on 
a larger scale and by more numerous workers are 
required to gain an exact and complete knowledge 
of its etiology. 

The authors were able to produce articular lesions 
experimentally in pigs by subcutaneous and intra¬ 
venous injections of the b. pyogenes. Hence it is 
possible that, in infected surroundings, the bacillus 
penetrates into the organism by means of some 
wound or lesion of the skin. The possibility of an 
infection by the digestive tract cannot be excluded; 
for in one case the chronic arthritis was accom¬ 
panied by pronounced chronio lesions of the mesen¬ 
teric lymphatic glands.— (La Clinica Veterinaria) 

W. R. C. 
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NORTH MIDLAND 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

(National V.M.A.— Northern Branch). 

A meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Leopold 
Street, Sheffield, on Tuesday, August 27th. Prior to 
the meeting the members had tea together, at the 
invitation of the Sheffield practitioners. 

The following were [present at the meeting:—Mr. 
W. Collinson, South Anston, President, in the chair; 
Messrs. F. L. Somerset, Chesterfield ; E. Marrison, 
Bakewell; T. C. Fletcher, H. Thompson, S. K. Sampson, 
S. H. Nixon, J. S. Lloyd, Sheffield. Visitors: Capt. 
R. M. Lawson, a.v.c., s.r„ and Mr. E. A. Rucker. 

Apologies for inability to be present were received 
from Mr. J. S. Wheatcroft, Wentworth ; and others. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read, and on the motion 
of Mr. Fletcher, seconded by Mr. Sampson, were con¬ 
firmed. 

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Aug. 6 
were read by the Hon. Secretary, and on the motion of 
Mr. Fletcher, seconded by *Mr. Thompson, were also 
confirmed. 

Considerable discussion took place on the question of 
Veterinary Fees, the subject being opened by Mr. E. 
Marrison, of Bakewell, who was one of the signatories 
to the circular sent out by some of the practitioners of 
Derbyshire. Mr. Fletcher, in discussing the circular, 
thought that veterinary fees ought to be doubled, and 
proposed a motion to that effect. This, in the course of 
nis discussion, was seconded by Mr. Thompson. 

An amendment was proposed by Mr. Marrison, That 
a minimum of 50 per cent, advance be made on all 
charges. This was seconded by Mr. Sampson, and after 
being amended to be restricted to night visits, was 
carried. 

The items in the circular were afterwards gone 
through seriatim ; but upon coming to the question of 
medicines, the meeting decided that although the cost 
of drugs had considerably increased, seeing that prac¬ 
titioners varied much in the drugs used, it was not 
possible to fix definite charges. Members are therefore 
left to charge increased prices according to the drugs 
used. 

It was pointed out that the Council of the National 
Veterinary Association desired the branches to discuss 
this matter of increased charges and to forward to the 
Secretary the results arrived at. It was consequently 
decided to adjourn further discussion of this matter 
until tht next meeting. 

The Secretary read an application for a donation to 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and upon the 
proposal of the Hon. Secretary, seconded by Mr. 
Sampson, the Treasurer was instructed to send a cheque 
for two guineas to this Fund. 

The question of members being called up for the army 
was next considered, and the Hon. Secretary was in¬ 
structed to call a special meeting of the Association 
should any member be called up. 

A short discussion then took place on a paper by the 
Hon. Secretary, on Swine-fever Serum Inoculation, post- 

r ned from the last meeting. Messrs. T. C. Fletcher, 
E. Sampson, and F. L. Somerset took part in the 
discussion. 

It appeared to be generally agreed that the serum in¬ 
oculation was successful in controlling outbreaks on 
infected premises by preventing the disease spreading 
to healthy pigs. It also enabled owners to re-stock 
their infected premises much earlier than if a full period 
of detention and isolation were enforced. Inoculation, 
however, since it was carried out only on infected pre¬ 


mises, did little or nothing to prevent outbreaks of the 
disease occurring on other premises. 

Mr. Somerset remarked on a practice of vaccination 
carried out in America, and, replying to the discussion, 
the Hon. Secretary remarked that what appeared to be 
necessary was a standardised virus to be injected into 
herds of pigs at the same time as serum inoculation was 
carried out. So far it appeared that a standardisation 
of swine-fever virus had not been definitely accom¬ 
plished, as in connection with vaccination in America 
and in test cases in this country, a very considerable 
mortality had resulted amongst the herds of pigs 
vaccinated. 

A vote of thanks to the Secretary for his paper was 
proposed by Mr. Sampson, seconded by Mr. Fletcher, 
and carried. 

The next item on the agenda, namely, “Notes on 
interesting cases,’’ by Mr. 8. H. Nixon, Sheffield, was, 
with his consent, postj)oned to the next meeting. 

A series of interesting specimens were then shown by 
several members. The President showed the fore-leg of 
a foal which terminated at the elbow ; a rough calculus 
taken from the floating colon of a horse; a testicle from 
a yearling showing pus in the centre, and one from a 
“ rig ” which was found deep in the abdominal cavity 
but was apparently normal. He also showed a speci¬ 
men of very well-marked shear-mouth in an old horse, 
one side being affected whilst the other side was normal. 
His interesting remarks in dealing with each specimen 
were much appreciated by the meeting. 

Mr. Sampson showed the penis of a bull affected with 
papillomata. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his specimens and 
for his conduct in the chair, and to Mr. Sampson for his 
specimen, brought the meeting to a close. 

J. S. Lloyd, Hon. Sec. 


Annual Report of the Veterinary Inspector 
for the Burch of Paisley : 1917. 

To the Provost , Magistrates, and Councillors 
of the Burgh of Paisley. 

Gentlemen,- In conformity with the Public Health 
(Scotland) Act 1897, The Diseases of Animals Acts 
1894-1917, and the Maintenance of Live Stock (Scot¬ 
land) Order 1915, I have the honour to submit my 
Annual Report for 1917. 

Public Uecdth Act. 

For the year ending 31st December, 1917, I made 
92 visits and examined 1551 milch cows. There were 
15 cases with Chronic mastitis, not giving milk from 
affected quarters. One case of Indurated udder: on 
microscopic examination of the milk of this animal the 
result was found to be negative. 

On the request of the Medical Officer I visited a farm 
and examined 24 cows with reference to the occurrence 
of Diphtheria on the premises. On the whole I found 
the animals in a very healthy condition. 

During the year 1 seized in the Public Market under 
the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1897, four aged 
emaciated cows—two affected with General Tubercu¬ 
losis, two with Tuberculosis and Johne’s disease. Three 
of these animals were slaughtered and destroyed with 
the owners’ consent: owing to a difficulty in finding 
owner of the fourth, a warrant had to be procured from 
a Magistrate for its destruction. 

Burgh Slaughter Bouse, 

During the year I examined 211 carcases:—Cattle 
196, Sheep 12, Swine 4. Of these, 46 carcases were 
passed ; 166 were condemned as unfit for human food. 
Weight ef meat condemned—32 tons, 16 cwt., 0 qr., 8 lb. 
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Diseases of Animals Act . 

As usual, weekly visits were made to the Cattle 
Market, and all cattle, sheep, and swine exposed for 
sale were examined by me to prevent sale of any visilby 
diseased animals. The numbers examined were: Cattle 
16,208, Sheep 23,903, Swine 173. 

58 licences were granted for the removal of 173 swine 
from the Market to various slaughter houses; and 41 
licences admitting 124 swine into the Burgh. 

During April there was a reported outbreak of Swine 
fever, necessitating the examination of 17 swine which 
had been in contact with a pig that died of the disease. 
Notice prohibiting their removal was duly served. 

Maitenance Order . 

In accordance with this Order 110 in-calf cows were 
examined and found to be affected as follows:— 
Defective udders 100, Chrontc mastitis 7 ; Tuberculosis 
of the udder 2, Rheumatism of hock joints 1. These 
animals were slaughtered under licences. 

Veterinary attendance on Corporation horses necessi¬ 
tated 80 visits. 

In the month of September I had three garden plots 
of potatoes destroyed at the Destructor owing to their 
having wart disease—Your obedient Servant, 

Andbew McGeoch, M.R.C.V.8., 

Veterinary Inspector. 


THE CLINICAL THERMOMETER ORDER. 

The London Gazette of October 11 published the fol¬ 
lowing Order, which is of considerable importance to 
Veterinary Surgeons 

The Minister of Munitions, in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon him by the Defence of the Realm Regu¬ 
lations and all other powers thereunto enabling him, 
hereby orders as follows:— 

1. On and after October 21,1918, no person shall sell, 
offer for sale, supply or deliver any clinical thermometer 
which has not been tested, approved and marked, in 
accordance with the undermentioned rules, or any other 
rules made from time to time by the Controller of 
Glassware Supply on behalf of the Minister of Munitions 
and for the time being in operation. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Clinical Thermo¬ 
meter Order, 1918. 

3. All applications with reference to the above Order 
should be made to the Controller of Glassware Supply, 
Ministry of Munitions of War, 22-23 Hertford St., W. 1. 

Rules. 

(1) Before any clinical thermometer is sold, offered 
for sale, supplied, or delivered, the same shall be for¬ 
warded carnage paid to the Director of the National 
Physical Laboratory, Teddington, for testing and 
approval. 

(2) For a period of one month after the date of the 
Order, no thermometer showing at any point in its 
registration of temperature an error of more than .4* F. 
wul be approved. On the expiry of this period, no 
thermometer shall show an error exceeding '2° F. over 
the range up to 106° F. Above this temperature the 
error shall not exceed ‘3° F. For thermometers gradu¬ 
ated in 'degrees other than Fahrenheit, corresponding 
tolerances will be allowed. A thermometer will not be 
approved if it is not self-registering with a constriction, 
wnich must be such as to retain tne index column ana 
allow of the mercury being reset. 

(3) Approved thermometers will be marked with the 
National Physical Laboratory trade mark and the year 


of test, thus:—fsP 18. The charge for testing the ther¬ 
mometers will be 3d. (three pence) per instrument, pay¬ 
able in advance to the Director of the Laboratory, this 
charge to cover return carriage upon the instruments to 
any place in the United Kingdom and also insurance 
against loss or damage in transit both ways and during 
test at the Laboratory. All thermometers submitted 
for testing to the Director must be clearly engraved 
with a distinctive number. Thermometers not already 
so engraved will be engraved at the Laboratory at a 
charge of Id. (one penny) per instrument, payable in 
advance to the Director. 

Note.— The National Physical Laboratory is prepared 
to issue a certificate setting out details of the results of 
the prescribed tests in regard to any thermometer which 
is approved in accordance with the above rules, on pay¬ 
ment of an additional fee, particulars of which may be 
obtained from the Director of the Laboratory. 

Cheques, etc., should be made payable to the Sec¬ 
retary, Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
and should be forwarded to the Laboratory. Cheques, 
etc. ; should be crossed “ Bank of England a/c His 
Majesty’s Paymaster General.” 

All applications with reference to the above Order 
should be made to the Controller of Glassware Supply, 
Ministry of Munitions of War, 22/23 Hertford Street, 
London, W. 1. 

The foregoing Order as it stands would have 
made it impossible for doctors and veterinary sur¬ 
geons to obtain a olinioal thermometer on or after 
October 21, inasmuch as on and after that date it 
would have been illegal to sell any clinical thermo¬ 
meter not tested, approved, and marked in accord¬ 
ance with the rules made under the Order, and on 
and after November 11 no thermometer showing an 
error of more than *4° F. would have been approved. 
Under these circumstances the Pharmaceutical 
Society made urgent representations to the Con¬ 
troller of Glass Supply as to the imperative need 
for an extention of the period of grace, the result 
being that the Controller has made the following 
concessions :— 

(1) No steps will be taken to enforce this Order until 
November 21. 

(2) The period during which clinical thermometers 
will be approved if they show an error of no more than 
4° F. will be extended so as to include those received at 
the National Physical Laboratory on or before November 
21. This concession, however, applies only to stocks held 
on the date of the Order (October 11) by dealers other 
than manufacturers. 

Veterinary Surgeons are warned not to purchase 
after October 21 any thermometers that have not 
been verified. f.r.o.v.s. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— (Oct. 19; Nov. 5). 

William M. Ferguson, Dundee £110 

F. C. Scott, Capt a.v.0. 110 

C. E. J. Meikle. Sunderland 110 

Previously acknowledged 1074 4 11 


£1077 7 11 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


. Buckingham Palace. Oct. 31. 

The Ring held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 10.30 o’clock this morning. The following 
were introduced into the presence of the King, when 
His Majesty invested them with the Insignia of the 
respective Divisions oftbe Orders into which they have 
been admitted :— 

Thb Most Distinguished Order op 
Saint Michael and Saint George. 

Companions 

* * * * 

Colonel Ernest Kendall, Australian Vety. Service. 


Extracts from London Qcuette , 

War OrriGE, Whitehall, Nov. 2. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

To be temp. Lieut.J. B. A. A. Dufresne (Ang. 27). 

Dir. of Vety. Serve.—Temp. Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) C. E. 
Edgett, D.8.O., Can. A.V.C., from Asst. Dir. of Vety. 
Serve., and to be actg. Col. whilst so empld. (Aug. 6). 

Nov. 4. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. E. A. Germany to be Capt. under 
Art 330, R. Wt. for pay and promotion (Oct. 13). 

Nov. 5. 

To be temp. Lts.: —J. L. Millar (Aug. 27); H. H. Leach 
(Oct. 21). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Oct. 29. 

Capt (actg. Mai.) F. W. C. Drinkwater relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. as A.D. V.S. 
(May 1). 

Capt J. J. Ridley to be actg. Maj. while empld. as 
D.A.D.V.S. (Oct 10). 


VETERINARY FEES. 

To the Editor , “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Dear Sir,—1 am a Veterinary Inspector in a country 
town (Borough) of 12,000 inhabitants, tl attend 26 
cattle markets and 4 fairs in the year, carry out the 
aheep dipping orders, and all other duties of a Veter¬ 
inary Inspector. I am also Inspector of Meat—about 
1300 beast, 2100 sheep, and 800 pigs yearly—and this 
takes up two half-days and several casual visits on 
other days each week. 

I am also Inspector of Milk Shops, Dairies, and Cow¬ 
sheds—about 40—and about 180 cows, and these are 
inspected monthly, except that the cowsheds are missed 
in the summer months, when the animals aie at grass. 

I succeeded another veterinary surgeon in the appoint¬ 
ment 10 years ago, and the total annual salary is £60, 
which I am inclined to think is too small. 

If this is in accordance with the pay for similar ap¬ 
pointments elsewhere I can hardly think it offers much 
inducement to our students to take up this branch of 
our profession, and I should be obliged if any members 
of the profession could enlighten me as to salary paid 
for similar duties elsewhere, so that, should I apply for 
an increase, I may be able to give instances of better 
terms—of which I have no information at present. 

I am, yours faithfully, f.r.c.v.s. 


“CASTING SHADOWS BEFORE." 

Dear Sir,—Your editorial note in the current issue of 
The Veterinary Record is full of reflection and possible 
suggestion. Your reference to the communications 
which have already passed between the Council and the 
Government concerning the re-settlement of veterinary 
surgeons in civil life after the war appears most timely. 

To my mind this is a problem which will require the 
utmost sympathy of the members who stayed at heme. 
I have no inkling of the views of the Council, or of the 
Department which is entrusted with reconstruction, as 
to the procedure to be adopted in the case of our pro¬ 
fession, but I think a scheme might be evolved whereby 
deserving members should be able to start in partner¬ 
ship with the minimum of anxiety on the eternal ques¬ 
tion of ways and means. 

Everyone is aware that the average Captain A.V.C., 
who joined up in the early days of the war has not been 
able to save a lot of money, while simultaneously he has 
lost his practice which provided a living for him and 
his wife and family in pre-war days. Therefore it is up 
to the profession to help all deserving members who 
desire to practise at home. 

I think a workable scheme might be formulated on 
lines whereby the payment of a peppercorn premium, 
say of £100, would guarantee a half share in a practice 
of a minimum of £275 p.a. net for two years, and a 
maximum of half share of the profits p.a.; at the termina¬ 
tion of two years the working expenses to be equally 
divided between the partners. By that time a deserving 
man would by his industry and integrity have established 
a certain locus standi in a district. 

Perhaps the foregoing bald suggestion may seem at 
first sight to be Utopian, but the world is not what it 
was in July 1914. 

If this question is tackled in a right spirit by the 
authorities, those who lost practically all on mobilisa¬ 
tion ought to be started again if willing to adapt them¬ 
selves to altered conditions ; and, in my opinion, the 
department which deals with reconstruction after the 
war should provide funds which would enable some of 
our members to start practice again on demobilization. 

Yours faithfully, F.R.C.V.S. 


Personal. 

Sir William Henry Thompson, m.d., who was 
drowned by the torpedoing of the “Leinster,” was 
scientific adviser to the Ministry of Food and one of the 
oldest members of the stAff. 

He was Professor of the Institute of Medicine in 
Trinity College, Dublin, and a recognised authority on 
dietetics and the physiology of nutrition, in connection 
with which he carried out important investigations 
having special reference to food values. 

The deceased, who was an honorary member of many 
British aad Continental Medical Societies, was made a 
k.b.e. in 1917. He was Examiner in physiology to the 
Ryl, Coll, of Vety. Surgeons. 

Mr. A. I. MacCallum, m.r.c.vs., j.p., Edinburgh, 
has resigned from his position of Vice-Chairman and 
Life Member of the Board of Management of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, owing to the affairs of the 
College “coming between him and his sleep” The 
Board has elected him Honorary Life Member. 

Mr. MacCallum delivered a lecture at Maybole (his 
native place), on 18th ult., on “Diseases of Animals 
common to Man,” and dealt at length with tuberculosis, 
anthrax, glanders, and rabies. 
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So far there has been no award of bursaries for which 
Mr. MacCallum gave £2000 towards defraying the cost 
of education of students who enter the Dick College 
from certain parishes in Ayrshire. 

Bacteriology. At the annual meeting of the Ross 
Memorial Hospital, Dingwall, Mr. George Gair, 
m.r c.v.s., Conon Bridge, who has been doing this class 
of work for the past few years, was appointed Bacteri¬ 
ologist to the hospital, including the county fever wards, 
Mr. Gair has made a special study of the subject in 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary during the past five years, 
and has written several contributions to leading medical 
papers. 


Sheep Diseases. 

At the annual meeting of the Cheviot Sheep Society 
held at Hawick, it was decided not to take any action 
in connection with a communication on the subject from 
the Glasgow Veterinary College, in view of the investi¬ 
gation inaugurated by the East of Scotland College of 
Agriculture into sheep diseases. 

In the House of Commons—Answering Mr. Hogge, 
Mr. Monro (Secretary for Scotland), in a written reply, 
says : An investigation into diseases affecting 'sheep, 
including louping ill, is at present proceeding at the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, and the relative expendi¬ 
ture is being met by the Board of Agriculture for Scot¬ 
land from the Agriculture (Scotland) Fund. A similar 


investigation was begun at the Royal (Dick) College, 
Edinburgh, but has been suspended meantime, as those 
engaged in the research have been called up for servica 
with the Army Veterinary Corps. 


“Strange mortality in pigs.” 

The Ministry of Food has ordered a Commission to 
inquire into the alarming mortality in pigs in and 
around Lincoln, which continues unabated. The dis¬ 
ease from which the animals are suffering is a mystery. 
It appears to be epidemic, and much credence is given 
to the theory that the porkers are bein^ visited by a 
kind of influenza. Death is almost invariably found to 
result from inflammation of the bowels. Whatever the 
disease may be it is very swift in its operation.— The 
Bolton Evening News. 


OBITUARY. 

R. M. Hamilton, m.r.c.v.s., Castleblaney, 

Co. Monaghan. Graduated, Glas : April, 1886. 

Mr. Hamilton’s death occurred at his residence, on 
Tuesday, Oct. 22nd. 

Bernard Allan Searby, m.r.c.v.s., Ramsey, Hunts. 

Edin: May, 1909. 

Mr. Searby died 29th October. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1916, inclusive 
U) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities t Counties affected, animals attacked l 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 5. 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Secondary and Mixed Infections. 

Few pathological subjects have advanced so 
greatly m importance in the last quarter of a 
century as “ mixed infections ” and “ secondary 
infections.” This is more especially the case as 
regards secondary infections in specific diseases. 
In the eighties and early nineties the importance 
of these was underrated by most pathologists, and 
quite disregarded by many clinicians. Their oc¬ 
currence was recognised, and the possibility of 
complications of specific disease arising from them 
was realised more or less vaguely; but very few 
even suspected the frequence and gravity of such 
complications. 

To-day, every clinician can name specific diseases 
in which secondary infections are or may yet be 
proved to be most important complicating factors. 
Swine fever and canine distemper are perhaps the 
most striking examples; and what is known as 
“ foot-and-mouth disease in a malignant form ” is 
another. Strangles may ultimately fall into the 
same class ; for it is quite possible that the strepto¬ 
coccus of Schultz, which was once universally re¬ 
garded as its definite cause, may prove to be merely 
a secondary infection. A note which we printed 
a fortnight ago suggests that secondary infections 
may assume a hitherto unsuspected importance in 
epizootic lymphangitis, It has been thought that 
the unopened lesions of this disease were caused by 
the specific cryptococcus alone; but Carpano’s re¬ 
searches cast considerable doubt upon this. He 
found pyogenic germs associated with the crypto¬ 
coccus in practically two-thirds of his fairly numer¬ 
ous cases ; and there is much to be said for his 
view that their influence upon the disease “ cannot 
be negligible,” These are only a few examples; 
every practitioner could cite others. 

All these questions of secondary and mixed in¬ 
fections are of great importance. Pathologists 
everywhere are now studying them closely ; and 
all clinicians should follow their results. Secondary 
infections are important enough as regards their 
influence upon the course, symptomatology, and 
prognosis of disease; but they are equally, if not 
more important from a therapeutic standpoint. 
Carpano points out their bearing upon the therapy 
and immunisation of epizootic lymphangitis ; and 
the same truth holds in the case of other diseases. 
This requires no emphasis in these days when 
specific therapy, both biological and chemical, is 
coming more and more to the front. The success 
of such products as phylacogens, Leolainche and 
Value’s polyvalent serum, illustrates the importance 
of mixed and secondary infections in therapeutics, 


B.I.P.P. —Depot treatment of Wounds. 

By F. T. Harvey, f.r.c.v.s. 

In August, 1916, Prof. Butherford Morrison, 
Northumberland War Hospital, introduced to the 
surgical world, Bismuth Iodoform Paraffin Paste, 
as a dressing for wounds, and suggested “ Bipp ” 
as a suitable name for the combination. We at 
once began treating wounds after the method of 
Morrison, and have continued to do so. Having 
thus had more than two years’ experience of the 
use of the paste, it may not be out of place to 
direct attention to the matter in the pages of 
The Veterinary Record. 

We do not remember to have seen any articles 
from veterinary surgeons dealing specially with 
B.I.P.P., and from inquiries made, it would appear 
that it is not largely used in veterinary surgery— 
at least in civil practice. 

It may be said at once that the influence of 
Morrison's paste on the condition and progress of a 
wound is simply wonderful. It is a method of 
treatment which lends itself more particularly to 
the surgery of the farm and field, and we regard it 
as par excellence for wounds—those involving the 
bones, joints, and feet in particular. In advocating 
a new treatment, it is particularly necessary—in 
the words of Prof. Morrison himself— to avoid over¬ 
estimation from excess of enthusiasm, but we have 
never seen any results with the various wound 
dressings employed from time to time, at all com¬ 
parable to those obtained when this form of paste 
has been used, 

B.I.P.P. is composed of sub-nitrate of bismuth 
one part, and iodoform two parts, with sufficient 
liquid paraffin to make a thick paste. It is best 
freshly prepared, and the paraffin can be added 
to the mixed powder as required, care being taken 
to see that it is thoroughly incorporated and con¬ 
tains no lumps. Any consistency may be made, 
but tbe most useful are those of soft butter and 
thick cream. According to Drs. Helen Chambers 
and J. N. Goldsmith, the bactericidal action of Bipp 
results from the free iodine liberated from the oxida¬ 
tion of iodoform by oxygen, and by the nitric acid 
formed by the hydrolysis of bismuth nitrate. The 
decomposition occurs somewhat slowly in the 
wound, inhibits bacterial growth, and exhibits no 
irritating effect on the tissues; on the contrary, 
sedative effect seems to be produced, as indicated by 
the apparent absence of pain in the wounded part. 

Toxic properties. In man it is not considered 
safe to use more than two or three drachms of the 
paste, and canine and feline patients should receive 
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correspondingly small amounts of dressing. We 
have used a drachm on a oat without bad results. 
There is no need to run any risks in these patients, 
as a little of the paste goes a long way with both 
dogs and cats. Poisoning either with bismuth or 
iodoform is not likely to occur in our larger patients, 
but4ven in these, very heavy dressings will be rarely 
necessary except in extensively contused wounds. 
We have so far never had reason to suspect the 
occurrence of any toxic effects, though such have 
been noted in man. 

By way of illustration, it may be interesting to 
indicate a few of the types of wounds in which the 
treatment has been applied. 

Broken knees. 

We allude to those knees in which the injury is 
severe, and up to any degree actually short of frac¬ 
ture. The ligaments are torn, bone exposed, and 
joints open; in fact, there is extensive disorganisation 
of the face of one or both knees. In such cases the 
size of the skin wound will give no indication of the 
extent of the damage beneath, for this will only be 
evident after the parts have been laid open. The 
earlier these wounds are dealt with the better, for 
if left over forty-eight hours before treatment is 
properly taken in hand good results can hardly be 
expected. 

Treatment. Soak the wound with tincture of 
iodine and cover with cotton-wool while the leg is 
being cleansed. Hair may be removed as desired. 
Explore the wound with a finger, having first well 
soaked the latter in iodine tincture. Cut the soft 
tissues through in the middle line in order to ob¬ 
literate all pookets and any nooks likely to form so- 
called dead spaces, and thus establish drainage, and 
further enable the tissues to extrude any particles 
of grit which may have been overlooked at the first 
dressing. Again soak the parts thoroughly with 
the iodine solution, including the skin around the 
wound. Get the wound cavity as dry as possible, 
and then give every part a thorough dressing of 
of Bipp; this latter should be gently rubbed in. 
(Sterilised rubber gloves are supposed to be used 
when handling the wounds, but we have always 
relied on the bare fingers after well soaking them 
in the iodine tincture). An excess of paste may be 
left in the wound; the latter is then well covered 
with gauze or cotton-wool and a bandage applied. 
Time is well spent in doing all this, for unless the 
first dressing is carefully carried out the subsequent 
history of the case will be disappointing. Prof. 
Rutherford Morrison sums this up by saying that a 
clever surgeon is unnecessary in treating wound9, 
but that a careful one is highly desirable. If tbe 
knees are very badly damaged the wounds may be 
inspected on the second and third days, the dis¬ 
charge mopped up and any grit removed, and a 
little more paste may be lightly applied; and if 
this is done, the gauze or tow is best soaked in hot 
paraffin, either liquid or soft, as it does not then 
stick to the wound; moreover, gauze thus treated 
hinders coagulation of blood and lymph, favours 
drainage, and retards putrefaction. No bathing or 
washing of the wound is attempted. 


After the third day the dressing is not disturbed, 
and beyond keeping it in position, nothing need be 
done for a week or more. There should be prac¬ 
tically no swelling, pain, nor discharge. The 
greatest care must be taken not to break down 
adhesions formed in the depths of the wound by 
any late deep applications of the paste. Any in¬ 
fection of the wound at this stage will probably 
take place from the surface or skin margins, and 
these can be guarded against. The woubds some¬ 
times look rather dirty when opened, but they will 
probably be clean surgically. 

One knee recently treated had a good deal of 
grit ground into tbe tissues, and tbe bone exposed. 
It was dressed twice only in twenty-seven days, by 
wbich time healing was practically complete. The 
knee was never bandaged, the cotton wool having 
stuck on, remained dry, so was not disturbed. 
Ancillary treatment in these cases, such as the use 
of slings, immobilization of the joint, exercise, etc., 
must be left to the discretion of the practitioner. 
Peroxide of hydrogen is excellent in later stages, 
when the wound is granulating. 

Wounds in the region op the Stifle 
and Elbow Joints. 

Contused, jagged wounds in these part are often 
caused by the animal being dragged or forced along 
a hard and rough surface. The skin is ground 
through, the subcutaneous tissues are torn widely, 
the fascial planes often more or less damaged, and 
in some cases the articular cavities may be 
open. Several areas, perhaps are injured, and all 
will have grit, earth, and stones ground into the 
tissues. Such wounds are particularly prone to 
sepsis, and when once thoroughly infected are most 
troublesome aud unsatisfactory in many ways, and 
if septic arthritis supervenes a fatal termination is 
common enough. The Bipp treatment has given 
us excellent results. After the dressing is applied, 
some cotton-wool or gauze is put on, and little 
after attention is usually required. The absence of 
pain, discharge and swelling is notable, and healing 
of the parts proceeds apace. The usual diurnal 
antics of bathing, lotioning, twitching, etc., worry 
the animal no longer, and the wounds repair under 
more congenial conditions than of old. 

In regard to the draining cf these wounds; open¬ 
ing or bottoming the main cavity is sometimes not 
enough. Smaller pockets may exist deep down in 
the wound, especially when the fascia has been 
damaged. Any such partially torn tissue should 
be divided, otherwise tension may occur, blind 
spaces remain, and a septic condition be promoted. 

Wounds in the Orbital Region. 

Injuries here are peculiarly suitable for the appli¬ 
cation of the treatment. Wounds in the temporal 
fossae are difficult to drain and a bacterial invasion 
of them not infrequently becomes a matter of 
gravity. 

A cob received a kick penetrating the soft tissues 
and injuring the bone above the left eye. We saw 
the case about thirty hours after the infliction of 
the injury. The parts were very painful and 
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swollen, the eyeball was invisible and the wound poured out has a free exit. It is largely in conse- 
looked angry, with some oozing of serum ; the quence of these two characteristics that joint lesions 


orbital fat was inclined to come outside, after the 
fashion of a hernia cerebri. Two small pieces of 
bone were removed from the depths and the ex¬ 
ternal wound was enlarged. The usual Bipp pro¬ 
cedure followed, care being taken to get the paste 
well down into the cavity. The owner was in¬ 
structed to re bipp on the second and third days. 
We saw the case again on the fifth day and found 
the improvement marvellous. The swelling had 
gone, the eye looked natural, the fat had receded, 
and the wound was closing and almost dry; little 
subsequent attention was needed. 

Wounds on Joints generally, 

Horses, in particular, often get kicked or stabbed 
close to a joint. The wound is frequently small 
and unimportant-looking. The owner foments and 
rubs in somebody’s special cure-all or embrocation, 
or something of the kind, with the remark that 
"That’s nothing; it will be all right in a day or 
two.” The so-called treatment is continued daily, 
and on the third or fourth day the animal is found 
standing on three logs, and the case becomes one of 
septic arthritis. Now if these cases were managed 
somewhat after the manner we have indicated 
above, they would practically all heal without the 
slightest difficulty—as wo have often satisfied our¬ 
selves. The fact that the joint has been opened is 
by no means a bar to a happy issue; the trouble 
being that these cases so often do not come under 
the purview of the veterinary surgeon until a severe 
sepsis has been brought about. 

How do these liniments and extracts, or what¬ 
ever they are called, bring about a septic arthritis? 
Sir Almroth Wright, in discussing the effects of 
irritants on wounds generally, says: “There is pro¬ 
duced—and this applies quite generally in connec¬ 
tion with every application which irritates the skin 
—first reddening of the epidermis-: then eff usions 
and blistering: and then there developes in the 
blisters a luxuriant growth of serophytio microbes. 
In other words, by our misdirected energy we cul¬ 
tivate at the very doors of our wound, upon the 
very area of skin which we intend to keep free of 
microbes, a copious harvest of streptococci and 
staphylococci/' 

In connection with these wounds, it is interesting 
to note some of the characteristics of joints, and 
their behaviour towards infection and treatment: 
"Most joints are lined by synovial membrane. 
This possesses, in common with other serous mem¬ 
branes, two important characteristics on which all 
successful treatment is based—namely, (1^ an extra¬ 
ordinarily strong capacity for overcoming septic 
infection; and (2) an equally strong capacity for 
forming adhesions. These adhesions form with 
considerable readiness; at the end of twenty-four 
hours they are very well marked indeed ; sometimes 
they may form within several hours. As a result 
of this capacity for forming adhesions the advent of 
sepsis from without is largely prevented, and any 
sepsis inside the joint may remain localised for a 
considerable time, granted that the exudation 


are now regarded as of much less surgical import¬ 
ance than was thought to be the ease several years 
ago, granted that the wound is efficiently treated 
within a reasonable time of its intliction.”—“Gun¬ 
shot Wounds of Joints,” J. Campbell, Lancet , 
Oct. 9, 1918. 

“Dressings should be changed as infrequently as 
possible, for two reasons: (1) the risk of movement, 
and (2) the risk of fresh infection from without. 
This latter is a matter of prime importance where 
it has been impossible to close the joint cavity and 
sew up the wound. For these cases it seems best 
to use Bip paste in preference to any other method 
of wound treatment, even the Carrol Dakin one.”— 
Idem. “ The value of Morrison’s Bip paste in 
wound treatment would appear to be completely 
established,”— Idem. 

General remarks. There are three principal 
methods of treating infected wounds at the present 
time, each having its champions and followers. 
Each of them seems to be specially adapted to fulfil 
certain requirements, and they may be generally 
indicated by the terms “Wrightism,” “Carrelism,” 
and “Morrisonism,” and they are all outgrowths of 
the older “ Listerism.” 

Wrightism. 

Sir Almroth Wright and his followers maintain 
that diminution of sepsis and healing of wounds 
can be most readily attained not by the application 
of bactericidal substances from without, but rather 
by utilising the bactericidal bodies normally circula¬ 
ting in the blood and lymph. They say that serobio 
and anaerobic organisms are present in the nooks 
and crannies of wounds, in positions quite inaccess¬ 
ible to any antiseptic solution applied from without, 
but readily destroyed if sufficient bactericidal bodies 
can b« brought into contact with the same by the 
lymph stream. In other words, “lymph lavage” is 
the all-important factor in the treatment of septic 
wounds. It is the physiological system, and has 
also been termed the “ concentrated saline 
school.” It involves more or less continuous irri¬ 
gations with so-called hypertonic or salt solutions. 
Free drainage and hot fomentations are important 
parts of the treatment; and it involves a good deal 
of attention. In some cases it produces excellent 
results in veterinary surgery. There is one phrase 
used by Wright to which attention may be directed, 
and it refers to “ lymph-bound ” wounds. We 
all know the tendency in some horses for their 
legs to swell when standing in a stall, and any 
wounds existing in such cases may then be¬ 
come, in Wright’s words, " lymph-bound.” A 
wound may get into such a condition apart from 
the presence of bacteria. Such limbs are bad 
healers, and favour cellulitis, as is the case in the 
presence of all stagnant lymph. We thus explain 
the benefit of exercise and “physio” in certain 
wounds in the horse. The late William Hunting 
paid some attention to the condition in a paper on 
“ Swelled Legs.” 

Wright's work has been of considerable value in 
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pointing out the importance of good lymph circula¬ 
tion in wound repair, and it has many applications 
in practice. 

One of our earliest remembranoes is that of 
seeing wounds washed with salt and water; we 
also onoe saw a horse that had been down and cut 
his knee, being taken into the sea for a swim; and 
we have been told that this form of bath was not 
not infrequently carried out in the middle of the 
last century. 

Carbelism. 

The new antiseptic school is to-day focussed in 
the hypo-chlorite group, of which Dakin’s solu¬ 
tion and “Eusol” (Lorrain Smith) are the types of 
fluid used in flushing wounds. Carell is the high- 
priest of the method, and holds that if sepsis 
ooours or continues in any wound it is the fault of 
of the surgeon. The wounds are continually 
flushed, and where this is impossible the flushing 
is carried out at two-hourly intervals night and 
day; the septic material is oarried away and 
a sterilisation of the tissues obtained. Carrel’s 
tube treatment is very popular, and shares with 
Morrison’s paste the largest amount of patronage 
amongst the various methods of wound treatment 
at the present day. It seems most suitable for 
hospital cases as it involves a good deal of atten¬ 
tion. There is a very good paper on the subject in 
the Veterinary Journal for April, 1918, by Captain 
E. 8. W. Peatt, a.v,c. The hypo-chlorites are very 
powerful disinfectants and yet do not irritate the 
tissues. The technique is one the ordinary farm 
attendant will fail to carry out as a rule, and dis¬ 
appointment will consequently follow; one of our 
knee oases went wrong in this way, and septic 
arthritis resulted. These fluids are, however, of 
great use in many oases, such as foul, sloughing 
wounds, and they are cheap and easily prepared. 
Youatt frequently advised the used of chloride of 
lime. As showing the difficulty of sterilising an 
infeoted wound it has been found that actively mul¬ 
tiplying germs may be present on the surface of 
such a wound within thirty minutes of the applica¬ 
tion thereon of tincture of iodine or peroxide; the 
organisms coming up from the deeper layers. 

Mobrisonism. 

The “ Dep6t action ” of antiseptics has been used 
more or less in wound treatment for many yearn. 
Lister's double cyanide was placed in wounds by 
some surgeons, while others used iodoform, the 
objeot being to obtain a slow and continuous gener¬ 
ation of antiseptic in the wound which will ulti¬ 
mately lead to a local sterility, or, so inhibit the 
growth of organisms therein that they are rendered 
harmless. The method involves (or should) infre¬ 
quent dressings, and a minimum disturbance of the 
patient with a corresponding saving of labour, 
Moreover, the danger of re-infection of the wound 
—always present with frequent dressing—is greatly 
lessened, and it is the latter point which assumes 
such an important aspect in veterinary surgery, 
especially in large farming districts where the 
patients are'often far afield. A system of treat¬ 


ment then, where a surgeon can dress the wounds 
how and when he pleases, and wherein a day up or 
down, in removing the dressings or inspecting the 
wound matters little in the ultimate result “must 
necessarily possess many attractions, and of all the 
substances so far used none has given suoh good 
results as the Bismuth Iodoform Paraffin Paste, as 
introduced by Morrison. 


OBSERVATIONS ON JOINT-ILL 
PROPHYLAXIS. 

Much has been said and written of late conoern- 
this equine malady, and veterinary practitioners as 
well as breeders throughout .the country welcomed 
the news that a Committee of Investigation had at 
last been appointed to ascertain, if possible, the 
specific cause and a remedy. Practising as I do in 
a district in Scotland where a large number of 
valuable Clydesdale foals are bred every year, I en¬ 
counter a great many cases each season. 

At the outset I have to admit that I have been 
grievously disappointed with my results in the 
treatment of joint-ill. I have tried all the time- 
honoured therapeutic agents—internal and external, 
but my results in a large percentage of cases were 
far from encouraging. This season I decided to 
take up a preventive line of treatment on a large 
scale. 

In our present stage of investigation diversity of 
opinion still exists as to whether joint-ill is entirely 
pre-natal or post-natal. Without favouring either 
theory in its entirety, I decided to treat the mare 
during pregnancy, and the offspring immediately 
after birth. 

In the early spring of this season Messrs. Parke, 
Davis & Co. kindly offered to place at my disposal 
an unlimited supply of their Polyvalent Antistrepto¬ 
coccic Serum for the prophylactic treatment. 14 c.o. 
of the serum was injected hypodermically into each 
mare in the usual fashion on or about the tenth 
day before the expected date of foaling, and 14 c.o. 
was injected on the third day before foaling. 7 c.o. 
was injected to the foal 24 to 48 hours after birth. 

Sixty in-foal mares were similarly treated with 
the Polyvalent serum, and during the whole season 
not a single case of joint-ill was observed in the 
foals of the injected mares. Seventeen of those 
mares had foals showing joint-ill on one or other 
of the two previous seasons. 

As I was unable to undertake all the work, a 
large number of the mares in the district were not 
injected, and in four of these cases the offspring 
developed joint-ill which proved fatal. 

The mares received no special treatment and 
were foaled in the usual foaling boxes. As is my 
usual praotice, the umbilical cord was painted with 
Tr. iodi. 

It was advised to inject the foal on the eighth 
day after birth, but I considered it more rational to 
treat the foal as soon after birth as was possible. 

In one well-known Clydesdale stud we managed 
to secure sixteen fine foals from sixteen mares— 
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three or four eases of joint-ill had been usually 
encountered here each season. 

A fact which struck me in every case, and which 
appears to me to be very significant, was that every 
mare carried her foal a fortnight, and in many cases 
three weeks past her actual foaling period. The 
foals were born strong, with a thick coating of hair, 
and in most cases the umbilical cord ruptured 
naturally and did not require to be ligatured. 

Eight different stallions were the sires of the 
foals; and in this connection I would say that two 
seasons ago a well-known stallion travelled in the 
district which had been affected with pink-eye the 
previous winter. Although all the mares which he 
served showed typical equine influenza symptoms 
shortly after service, the mares produced healthy 
foals, and in no case was joint-ill seen as a result. 
This, I think, is also of some little note, as it has 
been asserted by some authorities that joint-ill 
symptoms and cases of fistulous withers have been 
frequently observed in the progeny of mares which 
have suffered from strangles and influenza. 

With regard to the increased length of pregnancy 
which.was observed in the cases of the mares in¬ 
jected with the Polyvalent serum;—Have we reason 
to believe that by the injection of a passive im- 
muniser of the nature of Polyvalent Antistrepto¬ 
coccic Serum during the last stages of pregnancy 
we can increase the length of pregnancy ? The fact 
seems significant and appears to me worthy of 
further study. 

Possibly others who have used this prophylactic 
might be interested and may have had results 
similar to those which I relate. 

W. Wallace Peggie, m.r.c.v.s. 

Biggar. 


BACTERIAL INFECTION OF WOUNDS 
IN FRANCE. 

The article under this heading in The Veterinary 
Record of 19th October, deals with a disease not 
hitherto noted in your columns, but one which has 
caused a good deal of speculation as to its origin. 
The indirect cause is a bite on the neck, but in 
many cases even an abrasion is absent; a soft 
swelling containing a liquid suddenly appears. 

When I first met this condition I had no hesita¬ 
tion in making a bold incision at the lowest part of 
the swelling, which allowed the yellowish serous 
fluid to escape, but after finding that the fibrous 
tumour was usually the result I proceeded with 
more caution, and unless the swelling was large 
advised leaving it alone to see if absorption would 
take place. This does take place with the smaller 
swellings. More frequently the fluid increases 
until the swelling extends from four inches in front 
of the point of the shoulder to near the crest. 
Something has to be done then, and reluctantly 
the knife and skin are sterilised and a good incision 
made. I have removed in this way several pints 
of yellowish serum containing what I consider to 
be a large amount of fibrin. I always irrigate the 
sac with saline solution, and ensure that all fibrin 


has been removed. All my oases have been with a 
unit in the field, and I have therefore had no oppor¬ 
tunity of submitting any material to microscopic 
examination. 

After incision and irrigation I plug the wound 
with sterilised wool. The irrigation and dressing is 
carried out twice daily. I have had some success 
in this way but the failures, as Capt. Kirk states, 
are many, and the tumour as described forms round 
the incision in a few days. I consider there is an 
advantage to be gained by allowing the fluid to 
escape, and if the tumour does form allow it to be¬ 
come circumscribed, and then remove it along with 
the overlying skin, taking \ in. of the healthy skin 
all round. The underlying tissue has the same 
rough appearance as found in a case of blackleg. 

Further treatment consists of keeping the sur¬ 
rounding skin clean and free from discharge, and 
application of a dry dressing of Pulv. alum and 
Pulv. ac. boric in equal parts. 

I have had no recurrence of the tumour after 
operation. 

The same serous abscess is often found on the 
hip due to a kick, but strange to say I have never 
observed the formation of a tumour after the 
removal of the fluid. 

J. F. Taylor, Capt. a.v.c. 

B.E.F., Oct. 28. 


THE VETERINARY TRIBUNAL. 

A meeting of the Veterinary Tribunal was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London, W,C. 1, on November 8tb. 

Present:—Mr F. W. Garnett, in the Chair; Messrs. 
H. Begg, J. Clarkson : Sir John M‘Fadyean ; Messrs. 
W. J. Mulvey, J. Willett. 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting weie 
read and confirmed. 

Jieports. The Chairman read the following letter 
from the Ministry of National Service :— 

R.3/Stud/9. 1st November, 1918. 

Sir,— I am instructed by the Minister of National 
Service to refer to the question of the protection from 
Military Service and the release from the Army of 
Veterinary Students, and to inform you that it has been 
decided to protect from Military Service all Veterinary 
Students whose names appeared on the books of their 
respective colleges on the 22nd of October, 1918, so long 
as they continue satisfactorily to pursue their studies, 
but that all future students will only be protected if 
placed in Grade 3 on attaining military age. 

With regard to Veterinary Students now serving in 
the Army, the Minister will be prepared to recommend 
to the War Office the release of such students as were 
in their third or fourth years of study at the date of 
their enlistment. 

The names of third and fourth year students now 
serving in the Army whose release is desired should be 
forwarded to the Secretary (L2) at this Ministry, 
together with particulars of their Regimental numbers, 
and present stations. This Department is already in 
in possession of the necessary particulars regarding the 
students who are still in civil life, and the necessary 
instructions for their protection will be issued, but I am 
to request that you will from time to time notify this 
department of any Grade 3 students entering the Veter¬ 
inary Colleges in Great Britain subsequently to the 22nd 
of October, 1918. Such communications should be 




166 


THE VETERINARY RECORD November 16,1918 


addressed to the Secretary (R.3) Ministry of National 
Service.—1 am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) H. N. Boyd. 

It was resolved: That the matter be left in the hands 
of the Chairman to deal with, and that letters be written 
to the four Colleges for the information required by the 
Ministry of National Service. 

The following cases were dealt with :— 

Meikle, C. E. J., Sunderland. Age 32. Grade I. 
Married. N.S.R.’s application dismissed. That he be 
be not called upon to join Volunteer Training Corps. 

Butters, E. L., Liverpool. Age 32. Grade II. Single. 
N.S.R.’s application dismissed. Temporary exemption 
for six months alllowed, to May 9, 1919. That he be 
not called upon to join V.T.C. 

M A88ON, C., Torquay. Age 29. Grade II. Married. 
N.S.R.’s application dismissed. Temporary exemption 
for six months allowed, to May 9th, 1919. That he be 
not called upon to join V.T.C. 

McGhee, Thos., Tattenhall. Age 44. Grade II. 
Married. Man’s application refused. Not to be called 
up till 9ih December, 1918. If not offered a Commission 
in A.V.C., leave is grauted to appeal again. 

Wilson, Thomas, Nantwich. Age 32. Grade I. 
Single. N.S.R.’s application dismissed. That he be not 
called upon to join V.T.C. 

Elder, A. G., Tewkesbury. Age 47. Grade 2B2. 

Married. Man’s application allowed. Temporary 
exemption for Bix months, till May 9, 1919. That he be 
not called upon to join V.T.C. 

Prince, F. T., Ashborne. Age. 35. Category A. 
Married. Man’s application allowed. Temporary ex¬ 
emption for three months, till Feb. 9, 1919. That he be 
not called upon to join V.T.C. 

Furness, G. J., Alfreton. Age 50. Grade II. Mar¬ 
ried. Man’s application allowed. Temporary exemption 
for six months, till May 9, 1919. That he be not called 
upon to join V.T.C. 

Watson, W R., Thorn bury. Age 35. Category A. 
Married. N.S.EL’s application allowed. Not to be 
called up till Dec. 9, 1918. If not offered a Commission 
in A.V.C., leave is granted to appeal again. 

Bishop, G. H., Bristol. Age 50. Married. Man’s 
application allowed. Temporary exemption for six 
months, to May 9, 1919. That he be not called upon to 
join V.T.C. 

Lydfobd, T. R., Somerset. Age 33. Grade I. 
Married. N.S.R.’s application allowed. Man not to be 
called up tili Dec. 9, 1918. If not offered a Commission 
in A.V.C., leave is granted to appeal again. Leave to 
appeal to Central Tribunal refused. 

White, W., Birmingham. Age 34. Grade II. Mar¬ 
ried. Man’s application allowed. Six months temporary 
exemption, till May 9, 1919. That he be not called upon 
to join V.T.C. 

Ward, J. D. C., Hinckley. Age 42. Grade 1. Mar¬ 
ried. Man’s application dismissed. Not to be called up 
till Dec. 9,1918. If not offered a Commission in A.V.C., 
leave is granted to appeal again. 

Hoddinott, D. R., Evesham. Age 30. Grade I. 
Married. N.S.R.’s application allowed. Man not to be 
called up till Dec. 9, 1918. If not offered a Commission 
in A.V.C., leave is granted to appeal again. 

Findlay, A. W., Warwick. Age 43. Grade II. 
Married. Man’s application dismissed. Not to be 
called up till Dec. 9,1918. If not offered a Commission 
in A.V.C., leave is granted to appeal again. 

Smith, S., Horsham. Age 29. Grade III. Married. 
Man’s application allowed. Temporary exemption 
granted for six months, to May 9,1919. That he be not 
called upon to join V.T.C. 

Hewson, F., Royston. This case was adjourned till 


next meeting, as applicant was unable to attend owing 
to illness. 

Pinching, R. H., Horsham. Age 41. Grade II. 
Married. Man’s appeal dismissed. Not to be called up 
till Dec. 9, 1918. If not offered a Commission in A.V.C., 
leave is granted to appeal again. 

Dier, J, B., E. Grinstead. Age 51. Grade 2B2. 
Married. Man’s application allowed. Temporary ex¬ 
emption for six months, till May 9, 1919, allowed, That 
he be not called upon to join V.T.C. 

Stinson, O., Marden. Age 32. Grade I. Married. 
N.S.R.’s application allowed. Not to be called up till 
Dec. 9, 1918. If not offered a Commission in A.V.C., 
leave is granted to appeal again. 

Andrew, H . London. Age 33. Grade B1. Single. 
N.S.R.’8 application dismissed. Temporary exemption 
for six months allowed, till May 9, 1919. That he be 
not called upon to join V.T.C. 

At a meeting of the Veterinary Tribunal (Scottish 
Panel), held at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, on the 25th October. 

Present: Mr. F. W. Garnett, in the Chair; Dr. O. C. 
Bradley : Messrs. H. Begg, J. Clarkson, W. J. Mulvey, 
J. Willett, P. Wilson, W. Wilson, W. Woods (N.S.R.), 
were in attendance. 

Minutet. The minutes of the srevious meeting were 
r ead and conBrmed. 

The following cases were dealt with :— 

Scade, G. M., Galston. Age 35. Grade I. Man’s 
application dismissed. Not to be called up till Nov. 25, 

1918. If not offered a commission in the A.V.C., leave 
is granted to appeal again. 

Meikle, P., Strathavan. Aged 37. Grade I. N.S.R’s 
appeal allowed. Not to be called up until Nov. 25,1918. 
If not offered a commission in the A.V.C., leave is 
granted to appeal again. 

Campbell, W. W., Girvan. Age 36. Grade I. Man’s 
appeal allowed. Temporary exemption granted, to 
Feb 1, 1919. That he be not called upon to join V.T.C. 

Taylor, D. A., Beith. Age 36, Grade II. N.S.R.’s 
appeal dismissed. Temporary exemption granted to 
May 1, 1919. That he be not called upon to Join V.T.C. 

Gibson, J., Dundee. Age 32. Grade II. N.S.R.’s 
appeal dismissed. Temporary exemption till May 1, 

1919. That he be not called upon to join V.T.C. 
Ferguson. W. M., Dundee. Age 40. Grade L 

Man’s appeal allowed. Temporary exemption granted 
to May 1, 1919. That he be not called upon to join 
V.T.C. 

Peggie, W. W., Biggar. Age 27. Grade L N.S.R.’s 
appeal allowed. Not to be called up till Nov. 25, 19)8. 
If not offered a commission in the A.V.C., leave is 
granted to appeal again. 

Mathe80N, D. C., Edinburgh. Age 37. Grade III. 
N.S.R. agrees to temporary exemption to May 1,1919. 
That he be not called upon to join V.T.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

L. J. Blenkinsop, Maj.-Gen. a.v.s. £5 0 0 

James Brown, Stirling 110 

A. Cornish Bowden, Beckenham 110 

C. E. Perry, Bristol 110 

Previously acknowledged 1077 7 11 

£1086 10 11 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette, 

War Office, Whitehall, Nov. 8. 

ReohLar Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 
Capt. J. M. Richardson, m.c. (t.p.), relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. (Oct. 21). 

Nov. 9. 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt.G. H. Melck (Oct. 25). 

Nov. 11. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. R. H. Jameson to be Capt. under 
Art. 330, R. Wt. for pay and promotion (Oct. 17). 

Nov. 14. 

Temp. Maj T. C Evans, m.c., Can. a.y c., to be Dep. 
Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs., and to be actg. Lt.-Col. 
whilst so empld. (Oct. 11). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Nov. 8. 

Capt. T. Eastwood relinquishes his commn. on acct. of 
ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. (Oct. 
7, 1916) (substituted for that which appeared in Gaz. 
of Oct. 6, 1916). 

Nov. 11. 

Capt. (acts. Maj.) R. W. Williams relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to be employed as A.D.V.S. 
(Oct. 3). 


The following casualty is reported 
Died— Capt. A. A. Higgins. 


Bull with bad feet.—Prosecution foils. 

At the Elham Petty Sessions at Seabrook, on Thurs¬ 
day, 7th inst., before Mr. E. Garnet Man and other 
magistrates, Alfred Constable, farmer, of Capt 1-le Feme, 
and Alfred Constable, jun., were summoned for cruelty 
to a bull. 

Mr. G. W. Haines prosecuted on behalf of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and 
Mr. Rutley Mowll, of Dover, defended. 

John Wise, 6 Park Road, Chtriton, stated that he 
been an omnibus driver for nearly twenty years, 
and although he knew something about horses, he knew 
nothing about other cattle. On the 14th October he 
was driving a bus along the Cheriton Road, when two 
passengers called his attention to a bull standing against 
a wall opposite Mount’s Nursery. The animal had a 
ring in the nose, and the younger defendant was en 
deavouring to pull it off the footpath, by means of the 
rope, while the elder defendant was trying to push it 
along. Witness proceeded to Cheriton, and on his 
return he saw the bull standing against a fence at More- 
hall. On going back to Cheriton he say the horse lying 
on a heap of shingle at the end of Quested Road. It 
appeared to him to be in a distressed condition. He 
later saw it at Julian Road, Folkestone, lying on the 
roadway, and he Also saw it walking as if in a distressed 
condition. Cross-examined : When he saw the bull at 
Quested Road, a drove of cows came along, and the bull 
got up and walked away with them. 

Inspector Rodwell, r.s.p.c.a,, stated that he saw the 
bull lying on a heap of stones at Cheriton. It was dis¬ 
tressed, had its mouth wide open, and its breathing was 
short and sharp. There was some blood on the nose. 
Owing to the way in which the bull was lying he could 
not examine the feet, except the off fore one, which was 
very hot, The younger defendant was standing along¬ 
side the bull, and witness stood by from three till four 


o’clock, when he then asked the man to allow the ani¬ 
mal to remain while he rang up a veterinary surgeon 
and procured the float. The float was provided by the 
Society and no charge was made for its use, but where 
a person had a horse it was expected that it would be 
provided for drawing it. He returned in about an hour 
and found that the animal had been removed. He got 
on a bus and overtook the bull by Radnor Park. It was 
still distressed, but the breathing was more normal. On 
the arrival of the float the bull was taken to a slaughter 
house, and was killed on the following day. He was 
present, and showed the carcase to Mr. Eve, veterinary 
surgeon. He was also present at the post-mortem, and 
found that the bull had been suffering from founder, 
and the lobes of the lungs were somewhat discoloured. 
He had no hesitation in stating that the animal had 
been suffering, and he told the defendant not to have it 
removed until the float came. Cross examined : The 
bull was bodily in good condition, but he could not state 
its weight. Under the Food Order, a bull had to go to 
the market to be weighed and graded. 

Mr. H. B. Eve, m.r.c.v.s., stated that he saw the bull 
lying on the pavement outside Radnor Park. It was 
“ blowing,” which was quite a common complaint, and 
it was suffering from founder of the feet and from col¬ 
lapse. On the following day he saw the carcase at the 
slaughter-house. It was an extremely good carcase for 
war time. He found slight congestion of the lungs. 
The distressed breathing he had noticed had only been 
caused by exertion. Cross examined : He was quite 
satisfied that the condition of the bull was due to ex¬ 
haustion, and it was quite natural that when a drove of 
cows came along from the market that the animal should 
rise and walk with them. It was in splendid condition. 

When cows and horse were really tired out they had 
different ways of resting. A cow would lie down. This 
animal was a good bred shorthorned bull,about a year and 
ten months or two years old. There was no deformity 
about the feet, but it was just suffering from a temporary 
attack of founder. By the Chairman : In his opinion 
the bull was all right when it left the farm. It was a 
stall-fed bull, kept for stud purposes, and the journey 
from Capel to Cheriton was too much for it. It was 
suffering just from a temporary attack of fever in the feet. 

Mr. Mowll said the bull, which was kept for stud pur¬ 
poses, was travelled carefully as far as the Rlackoull 
Road Schools at Folkestone, where the children seemed 
to have first of all excited it. This animal was “a 
gentleman which had bee a accustomed to a sedentary 
life,” and was not accustomed to running on hard roads. 
Mr. Constable, sen., had gone on to the market where 
the bull was to be graded, and the graders, one of whom 
was Mr. Hann, of Folkestone, a well known farmer and 
butcher, suggested that as some other animals were 
going towards Folkestone, possibly the bull would get 
up from where it was seen lying by the Inspector and 
follow them. That was exactly what did happen. The 
weighers and graders under the Food and Control Order 
had the animal weighed and graded. The weight was 
11 cwt, and it was placed in category *2, the Government 
price being £42—not at all a bad record for an animal 
said to have been badly used. There was no cruelty, 
and no reasonable being could think that the defendants 
conld have prevented the bull from rising and following 
the passing drove of cattle. 

The case was dismissed .— Folkestone Herald. 


Personal. 

Carey—Robinson. On the 31st Oct., at the English 
Church, Havre, Peter Dudley Carey, Major a.v.u, only 
son of the late Peter Francis Carey and Mrs. Carey, 
Guernsey, to Dorothy Madelaine, youngest child of the 
late J. H. Robinson and Mrs. Robinson, of 14 Park 
Road, Richmond, Surrey. 
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Prevention of Anthrax. 

The Departmental Committee appointed in 1913 to in¬ 
quire into precautions for preventing danger of infection 
from anthrax in the manipulation of wool, goat hair, and 
camel hair, have issu d their report as a White Paper. 
One of their most important recommendations is the 
abandonment of the attempt to control anthrax by regu¬ 
lations as being totally inadequate to cope with the 
danger. They state that the simplest, cheapest, and 
most effective method of preventing anthrax in the wool 
trade is by disinfection of wool and hair abroad. It is 
recommended that the British Government should es¬ 
tablish the disinfection authority, and should then take 
steps to obtain the co-operation of the Governments of 
all organised countries. 


Action of Permanganate on Morphine. 

Morphine is rapidly oxidised by potassium perman¬ 
ganate. It has been found that when a solution of 
0’5 gm. of permanganate is added to a solution of 1 gm. 
of morphine hydrochloride, instantaneous reaction takes 
lace, the colour of the liquid changing to mahogany- 
rown, while manganese dioxide is precipitated, nearly 
all the morphine being converted into pseudomorphine. 
With increasing quantities of the permanganate, oxida 
tion continues, the colour of the liquid gradually chang¬ 
ing to straw-yellow, while the newly-formed pseudo- 
morphine disappears and alkali oxalate is found in 
solution. The reaction is expressed thus:— 2 C 17 H 19 NO 3 
+ O = (Ci 7 Hi8N0 3 ) 2 + H 2 O. The product is oxydi- 


morphine (or pseudomorphine), which is much less 
active as a narcotic than is morphine. Some of the 
pharmacologists simply say that “ the morphine is oxi¬ 
dised and is rendered inert.”— Pharm. Jrnl. 


Eau de Javelle for disinfecting wounds. 

It is claimed that a dilution of 15 gm. of commercial 
Eau de Javelle to one litre with water furnishes a liquid 
disinfectant which is superior to Dakin’s solution as a 
surgical disinfectant irrigant. It is worthy of more 
general use in the treatment of wounds, being less irri¬ 
tant and more actively bactericidal than Dakin’s fluid. 
The authors consider the latter to be too strong in 
sodium hypochlorite, rendering its action distinctly 
irritating. The commercial Eau de Javelle used in 
their experiments contained 27163 percent, of available 
chlorine and 2 37 per cent, of soda (sic). [In normal 
times, Eau de Javelle is a solution of chlorinated ]x>tash 
containing 3 per cent, of available chlorine.]—Cazon and 
Krongold (Comptes rend ., 1917, 165, 569, ex Pharm. 
Jrnl.). 


OBITUARY. 

Arthur Akin Higgins, Greenhill, Harrow, 

T./Capt. a.v.c. Graduated, Edin : May, 1910. 

Page Bull.— Killed in action, on Oct. 30, Ronald 
Page Bull, 2 nd Lieut. Northamptonshiro Regt., the 
dearly loved and only son of Mr. and Mrs. R. Page Bull, 
of Deddington, Oxford ; aged 19J years. 
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1 The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed. (5) Reported by Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked :—^ 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 12. 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov.. 4,1918 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The return to civil life. 

Recent events seem to indicate that we may 
soon expect the beginning of demobilisation, and; 
the gradual return to civil life of the majority of 
the thousand odd members of the profession whoi 
have been away on active service. It will be no 
light matter to arrange the resettlement of these 
members in civil life. How many of them will 
have practices to which to return, and how many 
will have no practice to return to ? It may he said 
that practically none of the young men toho have 
graduated since June, 1914, have seen much of civil 
practice. Some method of introducing them t 0 
suitable posts, as and when demobilised, will need 
to be devised ; and some means provided to help 
those members who having left a practice find on 
their return it has gone. The Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons has its representa¬ 
tive on the Committee set up by the Ministry of 
Labour to deal with the resettlement of officers, and 
it may be hoped that a workable scheme will be 
evolved in due time. 

But cut and dried schemes are one thing, and 
the carrying out of them another. Practically 
everything w ill depend on the sympathetic co-oper¬ 
ation of those members who have not been called 
upon to leave their practices. In many cases 
friendly arrangements have hesn entered into for 
the practice of a member on active service to be 
carried on by his neighbours until his return. These 
members will shortly be coming home, and the 
reckoning will call for much forbearance and un¬ 
selfishness on both sides. Generous treatment is at 
least due to the man w*ho has had to leave all, and 
don khaki. No doubt it will he difficult in some 
cases to hand over clients when a man has been 
away for a length of time. Some clients will not 
want to go hack to their former veterinary surgeon, 
and obviously cannot be compelled to do so. We 
have confidence that the majority of those at home 
who have been acting for an absent member will 
crown the good work they have teen doing for so 
long by intimating to all old clients that they must 
now go back to the returning member. Some, 
unfortunately, will be returning in far poorer health 
than when they left. These especially deserve 
every man’s sympathy and help. It is to be hoped 
that the profession at home will think of those 
things, and be generous. 


* BACILLARY NECROSIS IN THE HORSE. 

By Capt. George Howie, Remount Dep6t, 
Aurangabad, Deccan. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—My father, in 
one of his letters, asked me if I could write a paper 
for one of your meetings as I might have encoun¬ 
tered cases in India which might be of interest to 
the members. 

As very little has been written concerning the 
disease commonly called Contagious Neorosis, I 
hope it may interest you to hear about my exper¬ 
ience with this troublesome disease. 

7th June, 1918. 


Bacteriology. Not being a bacteriologist, and 
having very few facilities for the thorough examin¬ 
ation of smears, I am not iu a position to say much 
regarding the causal organisms giving rise to the 
disease, but judging from one or two experiments I 
made the disease is caused by Bacillus Necrophora. 
I have found B. Necrophora on taking smears from 
lesions and examining them microscopically. I 
also succeeded in demonstrating the organism by 
inoculating a hare subcutaneously with a small 
quantity of the discharge obtained from one of my 
cases. The discharge was mixed with about an 
equal quantity of normal saline and injected sub¬ 
cutaneously in the abdominal region of a young 
hare. Five days after the inoculation the hare 
died. There were no local lesions ; but lesions were 
found in the liver, which, on examination by the 
Imperial Bacteriologist, Muktesar, proved to be B. 
Necrophora. 

B. Necrophora is undoubtedly the chief causal 
organism, though other agents assist in the progress 
of the disease, such as Streptococci and Staphy¬ 
lococci. Wet standings and insanitary conditions 
are the chief predisposing causes; this is evidenced 
by the fact that the disease is worst in the monsoon 
season. 

I have noticed that horses’ skins become ex¬ 
tremely non-resistant to disease in the monsoon 
season* the slightest wound being very difficult to 

heal. 

Symptoms. These are extremely varied, vary¬ 
ing with the extent and position of the wound, and 
probably also with the virulence of the o&usal 
organism. 

The commonest symptoms are: Pain, affected 
• parts hot, extremely sensitive to palpation, and 

| * Rend at the meeting of the North of Scotland V.M.S., 

I Aberdeen, Aug. 21). (F.JR., Nov. 2, p. 148). 
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swollen; if a wound be present—and there is almost 
always a wound—it is unhealthy in appearance 
and usually shows a discharge of pus. The temper¬ 
ature is usually elevated, I have seen it as high as 
107*; pulse and respiration accelerated ; animal off 
his feed ; and the mucous membrane injected. If 
the infected wound be near the foot the animal is 
always lame. 

During 1917, from about the end of May to the 
end of September, I treated, I should think, from 
200 to 300 horses suffering from necrosis. To 
assist in the treatment I divided the cases pro¬ 
visionally into three classes according to the 
severity of the infection, this division also helps in 
describing the different symptoms encountered. 

Class 1 (I called) Simple Necrosis; Class II, 
Suppurating and Sloughing Necrosis; Class III, 
Suppuration without sloughing. 

Simple necrosis. These cases were usually quite 
easily dealt with, and were discharged in a few 
days. The seat of the disease was usually the bulbs 
of the heels, and mostly on the hind feet. 

There was usually no actual wound—only a slight 
abrasion. The part was denuded of hair, red dish- 
yellow in colour, and a yellowish glairy pus could 
be seen oozing through the surface of the abrasion. 

The horse usually showed slight symptoms of 
lameness but very little pain on palpation, and after 
applying suitable dressings and keeping the parts 
clean for a few days, the abrasion soon dried up. 
(Photo. 1). 

Suppurating and sloughing necrosis. This is 
a muoh more severe form of the disease. A horse 
is brought into hospital suffering from a rope gall, 
over-reach, or ordinary wound which may be situ¬ 
ated anywhere on the body, though the legs are 
most often affected, as they are more likely to come 
into contact with the organism. 

The wound when examined is found to be a raw 
unhealthy sore, discharging an evil-smelling sul¬ 
phur-yellow pus—a sinus is very rarely found, the 
pus appears simply to ooze through the surface of 
the granulations which usually cover the surface of 
the wound. If the infected wound be in the 
vicinity of the foot the animal is invariably lame; 
the leg may be hot and painful and is usually 
swollen. 

If the wounds have been neglected for some time 
before receiving proper attention the animal may 
show very serious symptoms. It is usually “ dead 
lame,” the wounds are covered by unhealthy purple 
granulations, discharging an evil-smelling pus 
tinged with blood. If the wounds are in the region 
of the coronary band the bands are swollen, cede- 
matous, and yellowish in colour, there is also very 
often separation between the hoof and coronary 
band. The leg is hot, extremely painful, the ani¬ 
mal is dull, “ off feed,” and the temperature may 
be anything up to 107*, though it is usually 
not muoh above 105°; pulse up to 60; mucous 
membranes injected. In one case symptoms of 
pleurisy were present. If the progress of the dis¬ 
ease is not arrested the animal becomes rapidly 
worse, the sores enlarge, and the discharge of pus 
increases. 


When a slough is to take place a line of demarca¬ 
tion is seen near the margin of the wound, usually 
distinguishable by being slightly darker in colour 
than the surrounding tissues. The sloughing pro¬ 
cess is hastened as much as possible and the slough 
when ready is removed surgically. 

In most cases when the slough took place the 
severity of the symptoms abated, the flow of pus 
decreased, and healing was fairly rapid. (Photos. 
2, 3). 

In two cases, when the wound was in the vicinity 
of the hoof, sloughing of the hoof had commenced 
before sloughing of the wound took place, and the 
animals had to be destroyed. 

Suppuration without sloughing. In most oases 
the primary symptoms were much the same as 
those described in Class II, but one or two cases, 
although undoubtedly “ Necrosis,” differed from 
other cases. The following is the history of one 
unusual case, 

The horse was admitted to hospital on October 
16th, 1917, and ‘was found to be lame near hind. 
No sign bf the slightest wound could be seen any¬ 
where, in the region of the foot only a slight ten¬ 
derness was shown below and anterior to the fetlock 
joint. 

On the following day there was still no sign of 
anything beyond a slight swelling on the above 
mentioned spot. 

During the night of the 18th, what seemed to be 
a deep abscess had burst below the fetlock and a 
copious discharge of the usual sulphur-coloured 
pus was coming from the opening. 

On the following day two more openings had 
appeared, but after applying dressings for four days 
the discharge ceased and the wounds commenced 
to heal. 

Six days later, on the 28th, a fresh lesion appeared 
at the back of the fetlock joint, and the following 
day two more lesions on the pastern, posterior to 
the original lesion. (Photo. 4). 

The discharge had again ceased on the 2nd 
November, and the horse was fit for discharge on 
the 12tb. The case had all the aspects of “ Necro¬ 
sis,” but no sloughing took place, and the absence 
of a wound on admission makes it unusual. 1 give 
the case in full to show that it is apparently not 
necessary for a wound to be present to enable in¬ 
vasion by the causal organism to take place. 

Luckily I encountered only a very few cases in 
this class—about 20 in ail; four of these had to be 
destroyed as the progress of the disease was very 
rapid. 

The serious cases were mostly due to neglect 
before admission, but one case in particular was 
not due to this cause, and I think it is worthy of 
mention to show the rapid progress of the disease. 

This case was admitted suffering from a wound 
above the coronary band on the outside of the near 
fore. The wound was bluish-grey in colour, not 
painful, with the usual moist appearance due to the 
oozing out of the pus. No very marked lameness 
was present. 

Next day the lesion had enlarged, discharge of 
pus had increased, and the bluish granulations bad 



November 23, 1918 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


171 


assumed a dark ehocolate-coloured appearance. 
The region near the coronary band was swollen 
and painful; the coronary band itself was bright 
yellow, and a slight separation was visible between 
it and the hoof. 

On the third day the lesion had enlarged and 
was more unhealthy in appearance, and the odour 
of the discharge was almost overpowering; also the 
hoof had commenced to slough. The temperature 
was 106°, pulse and respiration accelerated, animal 
dull, off feed, and in great pain. The leg was 
swollen to almost three times its size as far as the 
elbow. 

The animal had to be shot on the fourth day, as 
the hoof had almost sloughed off, and all the tissues 
above the hoof were diseased. The horse was 
almost mad with pain before he was destroyed. 
All these symptoms occurred in four days, and the 
progress of the disease could not be arrested although 
dressings were applied every two or three hours. 

I would like to discuss one more case which 
showed unusual symptoms, because I have photo¬ 
graph of it. This case was admitted on the 7th 
October suffering from a necrotic wound on the off 
hind pastern, evidently caused by a shackle. The 
wound had been neglected, and in consequence the 
symptoms were fairly severe; temperature raised, 
leg swollen and painful, copious flow of pus, etc. 

After cleansing the wound, poultices were applied 
continuonsly up to 13th October, when “Eusol” 
and “ Eupad ” were commenced, The discharge 
ceased on the 16th, and no slough took place. 
The wound healed rapidly and the animal appeared 
practically fit to be discharged on the 22nd Oct, 

During the night of the 24th the leg commenced 
to swell, and in the morning it looked as it were a 
case of lymphangitis. The animal was very lame 
and the leg hot and painful, but no pain was shown 
on palpation of the lymph glands. 

An attempt waB made to foment the leg, but 
being a remount he would not stand still, so the 
only alternative was to apply flannel bandages 
round the leg and keep them moist with hot 


water. 

The leg had not decreased in size next day, and 
numerous small sores, about the size of split peas, 
were visible on the inner surface of the leg extend¬ 
ing from the hook almost to the fetlock; discharg¬ 
ing a thin serous fluid which coagulated on the 


leg. 

A wound had also appeared on the anterior sur¬ 
face of the leg just above the fetlock. (Photo. 5). 
The swelling on the leg had extended also to the 
sheath and along the abdomen. (Photo. 6). The 
original wound had also “broken out” again, so I 
concluded that all these symptoms where due to 
necrosis. Poultices were again applied, and fomen¬ 
tations continued. 

The poultices were discontinued on the 28th, the 
leg bad decreased in size and the eruption on the 
inner surface of the leg had disappeared, so too had 
the oedema on the abdomen and prepuce. The 
patient was discharged a week later. 

Diagnosis. The diagnosis is always quite 
simple, except in very unusual oases, such as I 


have mentioned. Once one has seen a necrotic 
wound and the sulphur-coloured pus oozing through 
the surface of the unhealthy granulations, it could 
not be mistaken for anything else. A smear taken 
from the wound almost always shows the bacillus 
— I used Giemsa’s Stain. 

The prognosis is favourable except in very severe 
cases, provided dressing is regularly carried out and 
strict cleanliness of the affected parts be observed. 
If the case has been neglected for some time several 
sequelae may result. These I will mention later. 

Treatment. After spending about a month in 
trying to find a successful method of treatment, I 
hit upon a very simple, and what I found to be 
very successful treatment. 

Previous to this treatment I tried almost every¬ 
thing in the Pharmacopoeia; both externally and 
internally. Amongst others, I tried soaking the 
part affected, if near the foot, with solutions of 
Hydrarg. perchlor. of varying strengths, Salt solu¬ 
tion, Eusol, Pot. permang., Iodine, Carbolio acid, 
Zinc chloride, Pot. permang. crystals, and bran 
poultices. I gave Arsenic, Pot, Iod„ Hyd. Biniod. 
Rub., and Quinine internally, I also tried Eusol and 
weak solutions of Carbolic acid intravenously, but 
got no marked results. 

I at last tried Eusol and Eupad treatment, and 
got good results. It struck me that if Eusol was a 
good dressing for infected wounds, so might the 
sediment left over after the Eusol was filtered off— 
this sediment I called Eupad. 

The dressing is easily made and inexpensive— 
which is a big item in these times. I had usually 
two Winchester quarts of the solution made at the 
time. For this I required 3 oz. Boric aoid and 3 oz. 
Chloride of lime, which was mixed together, put 
into the Winchesters and water added to fill the 
bottles—the mixture well shaken and left over¬ 
night. In the morning it was filtered and the 
sediment collected. 

The different classes were treated somewhat 
differently. 

Treatment for Class I. On admission the wounds 
were cleansed thoroughly with soap and water, the 
wounds being scrubbed with an ordinary nail brush, 
using as little water as possible. The hair round 
the wound was then clipped and the wound dried 
—it was then bathed with Eusol, dried, and smeared 
with Eupad and a pad of tow and bandage applied. 

The wounds usually dried up in 3 or 4 days. 

Treatment of Class II. After cleansing the 
wounds with soap, water, and a brush, a linseed 
poultice was applied if any sign of sloughing was 
visible. The poultices were applied in elongated 
bags and renewed every three or four hours. 

As soon as a line of demarcation showed I re¬ 
moved the slough surgioally, washed the wound 
with Eusol and applied Eupad, and dry pads and 
bandages. 

The discharge of pus soon ceased after removal 
of the slough, and the Eupad promoted rapid gran¬ 
ulation. As soon as the wound had granulated 
sufficiently the Eupad was discontinued, the part 
being kept dean with moist Eusol pads—Borio 
aoid was the only dressing applied. After the 
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slough had separated the wound invariably healed 
uninterruptedly. 

Treatment of Class III. This class being the 
most severe was the most difficult to treat. There 
was usually a copious discharge of pus being 
evacuated from several small openings. 

After the part had been oleansed, poultioes were 
applied to promote sloughing if possible, and if not, 
they served to alleviate the pain and “ draw " the 

C The poultices were renewed about every two 
rs and the wound syringed out with EusoL 
As soon as the discharge of pus had decreased 
the poultices were discontinued, and Eusol and 
Eupad applied three times a day, and the wounds 
protected with hot dry pads and bandages. I very 
seldom gave medicine internally other than a dose 
of physic, and Mag. sulph. and Pot. nit. in the 
drinking water. 

The success I obtained from this treatment I <put 
down to the use of non-irritant dressings and keep¬ 
ing the parts affected as dry as possible. Irritant 
dressings and moisture seem only to aggravate the 
condition. 

Post-mortem. Most of the oases examined 
were very severe (Glass III), and in every case the 
wounds were near the foot. 

When the skin was removed the tissues under¬ 
neath were 1 of a dark chocolate colour infiltrated 
with pus. In some cases the tissues were gan¬ 
grenous, as I was able to remove the diseased por¬ 
tions with a teaspoon right into the bone—in one 
case I was able to scoop out the soft tissue of the 
foot like an egg. 

I found no lesions in the abdominal organs. In 
old-standing cases there are usually large masses of 
fibrous thickening round the wound. 

Sequelae. The most common sequel to the dis¬ 
ease is permanent thickening of the leg, and very 
often a fibrous thickening in the neighbourhood of 
the lesion. (Photo. 8). 

Another fairly common sequel, especially in cases 
which have been neglected, is Quittor. 

Arthritis is also somewhat common if the wounds 
be near a joint—most commonly the fetlock joint. 

I bad also one Case where part of the extensor 
tendons Bloughed. I hoped that a small part of 
the tendon had remained, and succeeded in getting 
the wound to heal, hut the animal was unable to 
eixtend his leg, so it had to be destroyed. I forward 
a photo, of the case, also a photo, of the tendon on 
post-mortem. The flattened part is fibrous tissue 
uniting the two ends of the teudon, and is adherent 
to the bone. (Photo. 7). 

Meerut, India, 1917. 


Reference to Plate. 

1 Simple necrosis: lesions on heels. 

2 Surface wound, partly healed. 

3 Large slough oh point of hip. 

4 Suppuration—no wound. Fresh lesions ten days later. 
5- Fresh lesion, after a previous wound on pastern had 

healed. r 

5 Same case; swelling showing on sheath and abdomen. 

7 Fibrous tissue, replacing portion of extensor tendons 

destroyed by sloughing, 
t A permanent fkfcheniag. 


Discussion. 

Mr. Brown. President: We have listened to a very 
excellent and interesting paper. This bacillary necrosis 
is commoner in this country than we are aware of. For 
instance : Foul of the foot in cattle, Foot rot in sheep, 
so-called Calf diphtheria, and Necrosis of the coronet m 
horses in winter time are all forms of Bacillary necrosis. 
I am sure all of you have seen and treated these cases. 

Mr. Hepburn: I have listened to Capt. Howie’s 
paper with very great iuterest. We meet with bacillary 
necrosis almost every day, though, perhaps, we do not 
recognise it. We have it in severe cases of cracked heels 
in horses. My treatment is on the same lines as Capt. 
Howie’s. The secret is to keep the parts as dry" as 

os8ible, as moisture is very harmful. I had the same 

ind of cases to deal with in the South African cam- 
| paign. I have tried Eusol in fistulous withers but with 
no good results. I will try Capt. Howie’s treatment and 
methods in future. 

Mr. Cumming : I beg leave to offer my congratula¬ 
tions to Capt. Howie for his very instructive paper. 
The photographs are also excellent. I haven’t seen 
much of the disease in country practice, though it is 
common in towns. I approve of dry dressings for 
cracked heels and such like sores. 

Mr. Beattie : I have to thank Capt. Howie for his 
clever and literary paper. The disease in India seems 
to be confined to the extremities. I have two or three 
cases of intractable sores on the jaws of horses. I 
wonder if it is the same disease 1 I Bhall try the Ensol 
and Eupad treatment. 

Mr. Drennan : I would like to add my thanks to 
Capt. Howie for his very instructive paper. The disease 
is common here in winter as a result of tramps, etc. 
Dry antiseptic treatment I find is best. Tubbing is the 
worst possible form of treatment. 

Mr. Anderson : I wish simply to thank Capt Howie 
for his paper. I have got quite a lot of useful informa¬ 
tion out of it. 

Mr. Brown : Capt. Howie is to be congratulated on 
his exceedingly lucid and well written paper, and on his 
original and successful treatment of such a stubborn 
disease. The principle of the treatment is dry, non- 
irritant application. 

On behalf of the Society, I would ask his father to 
convey to Capt. Howie the thanks and appreciation of 
the members; and we all hope he will soon be back 

amongst us again. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Cardiac Diseases in Army Horses. 

The severe labours which horses undergo in this 
war, coupled with the length of the war, in many 
cases affect the heart; and therefore cardiac lesions, 
which were rather rare at the beginning of the war, 
are now fairly frequent in the horses of all the 
armies. It is true that even at the beginning of 
the campaign, especially during advances and 
movements from one sector of the front to another 
by long and 'rapid marches, acute lesions of the 
myocardium were not lacking, causing speedy 
death, or necessitating the “casting” of tbe ani¬ 
mals. At the beginning of the war this casting 
was not difficult, for horses were then fairly plenti¬ 
ful. Now, in view of the scarcity of hmmm it is 
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accessary to attempt the treatment of cardiac 
diseases. This, by means of accurate examination, 
which permits a precise diagnosis, and a suitable 
treatment, is not impossible in a good number of 
cases. 

Severe work, scanty and bad food, and chronic 
diseases of other organs, first cause cardiac debility. 
The horses appear fatigued and exhausted; they 
have little appetite ; any every slight effort causes 
profuse sweats. The pulse is weak, soft, and often 
irregular; the number of pulse-beats is 50, 60, or 
much more. The impulse of the heart is distinct at 
first; but, with the prolongation of the cardiac de¬ 
bility, it becomes weak in consequence of a degener¬ 
ation of the myocardium. The cardiac sounds are 
at first clear but weak. 

This form of cardiac debility is often observed in 
horses which have participated in long marches or 
in fatiguing work at munition transport during 
periods of military action. It is not rarely accom¬ 
panied by moderate swelling of the limbs. 

The affections which determine an organic lesion 
of the myocardium are as follows :— 

Acute myocarditis occurs in the course of severe 
infectious diseases, the result of which depends 
upon the resistance of the heart. In this affection 
the pulse is small, scarcely perceptible, and aryth- 
mio. It counts up to 100 per minute, and more. 
The cardiac sounds are weak, with the first sound 
dull and indistinct. The mucous membranes are 
reddened ; and high fever, debility, and exhaustion 
are present. 

Acute cardiac hypertrophy is often the conse¬ 
quence of overwork. In this affection the impulse 
of the heart is palpitating. The pulse is full and 
strong. Percussion reveals an extensive dulness. 
The pulse reaches 60 to 80 per minute, and is 
generally regular. The cardiac sounds are clear. 
Any slight effort causes a profuse sweat, great 
weakness, and a tumultous throbbing of the heart. 

Defect of the Bicuspid is the most common 
valvular affection of the heart . In this case the 
most important diagnostic symptom is an extensive 
systolic murmur, usually a blowing sound, which 
is heard at its maximum in the fifth intercostal 
space. This systolic murmur is usually also per¬ 
ceptible in the great arteries (carotid, etc.) The 
second cardiac sound is clear. The pulse is fre¬ 
quent and weak. When these horses are made to 
move the systolic murmur increases, and dyspnea 
occurs in consequence of a venous hyperaemia in 
the lungs. 

Insufficiency of the aortic valve may also be en¬ 
countered, though more rarely. The principal 
symptom of this is a diastolic murmur which is per¬ 
ceived at the fifth left intercostal space. The pulse 
is full, strong, and bounding; This character is due 
to the fact that the heart throws a great quantity 
of blood into the aorta, a part of which regurgitates 
in consequence of the imperfect closure of the semi¬ 
lunar valves. 

The treatment of cardiac diseases generally gives 
good results, provided that rest and good feeding 
are not lacking. The best remedy is Pulv* digitalis 


ol., which is given in liquid in doses of from 6 to 8 
grammes. This regulates the cardiac function and 
augments the arterial pressure. Digitalen and 
digaien give less good results, and also have the 
drawback of being more costly .—(La Clinica Veter - 
inaria). W. R. C. 


Inoculating Cows against 
Contagious Abortion. 

The following is from a note on the Report for 1917 
of the Munster Dairy School and Agricultural Institute 
in The Farmers' Gazette. 

“We wish more particularly to refer to the further 
account given of the scheme for inoculating cows as a 
preventive measure aga-nst contagious abortion. This 
work was first started in 1916, when Mr. J. F. Ilealy, 
M.u.c.v.8., was engaged by the Institute to test the value 
of the inoculation method which had already been 
found of great use in some parts of England. In that 
year 140 cattle were inoculated (free of any cost to the 
owners), and the results, which were quite satisfactory, 
have already been published. It was decided to con¬ 
tinue the work in 1917, but it was arranged that only 
herds belonging to members of the Institute should be 
treated. One herd of 14 aninnls was sold and dis¬ 
persed after inoculation, five other cows were sold sub¬ 
sequently and lost sight of, and one died. Of the re¬ 
mainder only 11 aborted, and two were barren, giving 
7‘78 per cent, of the total number left at the end of the 
experiment which did not produce a live calf. 


*C0W8 

Calved 


inoculated. 

right. 

Remarks. 

10 

4 

4 cows sold, 2 barren. 

15 

13 

1 aborted, 1 was sold owing to 
having a bad dug 

12 

11 

1 aborted. The owner thinks 
this was the result of an 
accident as it occurred two 
days after jumping a fence. 

32 

29 

2 cows aborted, 1 died. 

20 

18 

2 aborted. 

15 

13 

2 aborted. 

25 

24 

1 aborted. 

19 

16 

2 aborted within two months 
of their time. 1 also that 
was not inoculated. 

14 

14 

2 cows not inoculated aborted. 

14 

— 

Herd sold by order of Govt. 

8 

— 

Doing well. 

3 

— 

Doiog well. 


* All these animals had previously aborted. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

W. A. Elder, Swaziland, S. Africa £110 
H. E. A. L. Irwin, Capt. a.v.c. 1 1 0 

J. P. A. Morris, Lieut, a.v.c. 110 

Previously acknowledged 1085 10 11 


£1088 13 11 
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Bailli6be’s Atlas of the Horse, its Anatomy and Phy¬ 
siology. By O. Charnock Bradley, m.d., d.bc., m.r.c.v.s., 
Principal of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edin¬ 
burgh, and Thomas G. Browne, m.r.c.v.s., Professor of 
Anatomy, Royal Veterinary College, Dublin. With orig¬ 
inal plates by George Ddpuy, M.t>. Size 9^ by 17J. 
Pp. 38. Five coloured and eight plain plates. Price 7/6 
net. (Bailli^re, Tindall, & Cox, 8 Henrietta St., Covent 
Garden, London, W.C.) 

The “ Anatomical and Physiological Atlas ” is much 
more anatomical than physiological, only a little physi¬ 
ology is included in it. It naturally divides into two 
parts, text and notes ; and the former of these may 
again be subdivided into two. After a short introduc¬ 
tory section, we have a survey of the anatomy and 
physiology of the horse. This comprises rather more 
than nineteen three column pages, and may be sum¬ 
marily described as containing about as much informa¬ 
tion, conveyed with admirable lucidity, as it would be 
possible to compress iuto so small a space. Except that 
the section upon the lymphatic system, which is very 
short, and differs from most of the work in containing 
rather more physiology than anatomy, might advanta¬ 
geously have been lengthened a little to conv y more 
detailed information of the location of the glands, there 
is little scope for criticism. The whole of the remaining 
portion of the text is devoted to a description of the 
plates. This is very well and carefully done, and is 
more than a mere description of plates ; for not a few 
additional anatomical details are interspersed. The 
plates themselves are excellent, both in tneir selection 
and execution. The thirteen plates contain no less than 
119 figures, a dozen of which are of obstetric pre¬ 
sentations ; and altogether they form a most useful 
collection. 

The book is the best one of its class we have seen, 
and will be useful to very varied sections of readers. 
Its utility to the veterinary student for strictly examin¬ 
ation purposes is limited ; for the text, as the mere 
enumeration of its pages shows, does not contain nearly 
sufficient detail for either the first or the second pro¬ 
fessional examination. The plates will be more useful 
to the student for reference upon special points and 
comparison with other works; and here the practitioner 
also may occasionally find the book useful. It will be 
of greater utility to the first-year student desiring a 
good general idea of equine anatomy before entering 
upon its details; and for this purpose it is probably the 
best book available. Also, it will be valuable to many 
horsemen who wish to know something of the subject; 
for there is nothing in it that a moderately educated 
reader cannot grasp with a little trouble. Altogether 
the work is of genuine utility, and well worth its small 
cost. W. R. C. 


Common Diseases of Pigs and their Diagnosis, including 
Swink Fever and its treatment with Serum. By Ernest 
Peacey, f.r.c.v.b. Crown 8vo. Pp. viii. -f 114. Price 8/6 
net.(Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox, 8 Henrietta Street, Covent 
Garden, London, 1918). 

In the preface to this little book the author save : 
“ The following notes are the outcome of more than 
twenty years practical experience, and I have reason to 
hope that they may help the veterinary practitioner to 
arrive at a solution of tne many problems which con¬ 
front him in the exercise of his profession, and that 
they may be of equal assistance to the veterinary 
student and the stockowner.” Two or three sentences 
later he remarks, “My aim has been to present a con¬ 
densed account of the various diseases of swine as en¬ 
countered in ordinary practice.” These two extracts, 
with the title and numbeir of pages, give b fair idea of 
the nature and scope of the book. It consists of a series 


of short (in many cases very short) sections upon the 
numerous subjects embraced by the title, with additional 
sections upon the feeding and general management of 
pigs, dentition, and some statistics. Like several other 
writers, the author strongly condemns the unreasonable 
and mischievous practice of feeding stale swill to pigs. 
All the commoner diseases of pigs, including those 
which are scheduled, are dealt with, chiefly as to their 
symptomatology and post-mortem appearances, with a 
view to differential diagnosis. Therapeutics are seldom 
entered upon ; though there is a short and quite non¬ 
technical section upon the serum treatment for swine 
fever. 

So many subjects are included in so small a space 
that the work is inevitably very superficial in character; 
all the more so from the fact that it has been written 
for lay as well as for professional readers. There is little 
in it which a layman cannot readily grasp ; there is a 
good deal, on the other hand, which need not have been 
inserted had the book been written for veterinarians 
alone. Still, the author has managed to compress a 
good deal of information into his small space, especially 
as regards symptoms and post mortem lesions ; and so 
littlenasyet been written upon the differential diagnosis 
of porcine diseases that probably many practitioners 
will find the book helpful. A larger and more detailed 
work upon the same subject, written for professional 
readers and including therapeutics, is one of the needs 
of the times ; but for the present, this little volume is 
likely to do useful service. W. R. C. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, Nov. 16. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 10.30 o’clock this morning, when His 
Majesty conferred decorations as follow :— 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * * 

Major Alfred Horner. 


The King haB given orders for the following appoint¬ 
ments to the Order of the British Empire, for distin¬ 
guished services in connection with military operations 
(June 3, 1918) 

Mesopotamia. 

Officers (O.B.E.)—Capt. R. M. Bamford. 

East Aprica. 

Members (M.B.E.)—-Capt. F. J. Sheedy, e.a.v.c. 

Capt. R. C. Wheeler, a.v.dept. 


Extracts from London Gazette^ 

War Office, Whitehall, Nov. 16. 

Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. J. McL. Dawson, M.C., relinquishes his 
comn. and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. (Oct 15). 

Temp. Capt. A. C. Piesse resigns his commn., and is 
grauted the hon. rank of Capt. (Oct. 20). 

Nov. 19. 

Temp. Capt T. W. I. Gardiner relinquishes his 
commn. on acct. of ill-health, and is granted the hon. 
rank of Capt. (June 6). (Substituted for notification. 
Gazette^ Nov. 24,1917). 
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The A.V.O. Comforts Fund. 


Subsciptions received since November 2nd. 


F. W. Trydell, Capt. a v.c. 

A. Hub&nd, Capt. 

A H. Fass, Esq., Newmarket 
per Lt.-Col. F. C. O'Rorke, a.vc., from 
Regt. Fund, No. 7 Vety. Hospl. 
T/Mayor Parker, Capt. a. v.c. 

T. Morland, Capt. a.v.c. 

J. J. Gates, Esq., Salisbury 
per'Maj. Logan, a.v.c., from Regt. Fund 
Div. Vety. Hospl., St. Albans 
per Maj. Drabble, a. v.c., from Regt. Fund 
Vety. Hospl., Swaythling 
per Maj. P. J. Simpson, a.v.c., from Regt. 

Fund, Div. Vety. Hospl., Romsey 
P. J. Simpson, Maj. a.v.c. 
per Capt. G. F. Stevenson, a.v.c., from 
Regt. Fund, Vety. Hospl., Larkhill 

G. F. Stevenson, Capt. a.v.c. 

per Lt.*Col. A. S. Head, a.v.c., from Regt. 

Fund, Vety. Hospl., Pitt Corner 
W. Dunlop Smith, Col. a.v.c. 

G. C. Robertson, Capt. a.v.c*. Bungay 
S. T. Jackson, Capt. a.v.c., Bungay 
C. W. Elam, Lt. a.v.c., Bungay 
Mrs. Eassie, Aldershot 

per Maj. P. S. Morgan, a.v.c., from Regt. 

Fund, Vety. Hospl., Shirehampton 
J. Abson, Maj. a.v.c 

E. E. Bennett, Col. a.v.c. 

per Maj. S. Black, a.v.c., from Canteen 
Fund, No. 4 Reserve Section A.V.C. 
S. Black, Maj. a.v.c. 

R* Owen, Capt. a.v.c. 

W. S. Anthony, Col. a.v.c. 

L. A. Auchterlonie, Maj. a.v.c. 

H. Featherstonhaugh, Capt. a.v.c. 

F. C. Minett, Capt. a.v.c. 

C. Bryden, Capt. a.v.c. 

F. G- Buxton, Capt. a.v.c. 

J. W. Bennett, Capt. a.v.c. 

F. Benwell, Lt. a.v.c. 

R. G. Linton, Lt. a.v.c. 

O C. No. 3 Reserve Vety. Hospl. 

O C. Station Vety. Hospl., Borden 
O.C. Station Vety. Hospl., Witley 
J. Tagg, Maj. a.v.c. 

H. C. Taylor, Capt. a.v c. 

W. W. Scales, Capt. a.v.c. 

R. D. Williams, Capt. a.v.c. 

W. R. Hill, Capt. A.v.c. 

E. Thomas, Sgt. a.v.c. 

W. F. Scott, Sgt. a.v.c. 

W. A. Potts, Capt. a.v.c. 


£2 2 0 
1 1 0 
10 10 0 

10 0 0 
1 1 0 

1 1 0 

4 0 

20 0 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
1 1 0 

10 0 0 

5 0 

25 0 0 

2 0 0 
10 6 

2 6 
5 0 
10 0 

10 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 

15 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
10 6 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
10 0 0 
2 6 
15 0 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
1 1 0 


158 8 6 

Previously acknowledged 736 4 1 


£804 12 7 


Parcel $ received since October 20 th. 

Mrs. Speer : 6 pr. mitts. Mrs. Nicholls : 3 pr. socks 
Mrs. Garnett: 24 mufflers (3rd contribution) 

Mrs. Lornie : 3 mufflers, 3 helmets 
Mrs. WilRon : 4 prs. mitts. Mrs. Fenn : 3 mufflers 
Mrs. Leckie : 12 mufflers, 10 pr. socks, 12 pr. mitts, 1 can 
Belfast War Supply Committee, per Mr. Sprott: 265 
Mrs. Bennett: 4 mufflers, 3 pr. mitts. [mufflers 

Mrs. Bolton : l muffler, 1 pr. mitts. 

Mrs. Villa: 6 mufflers. Mrs. Plunkett: 2 mufflers 


War Supply Depot, Ayton : 36 mufflers, 16 pr. mitts. 
Mrs. Fearnside : 12 pr. mitts. Mrs. Pallia : 2 mufflers 
Mrs. Perry : 7 mufflers, 5 pr. socks, 5 pr. mitts, 2 pr. cuffs 
Mrs. Kirby : 12 mufflers, 3 pr. mitts. 

St. Alban’s Work Party, Streatham Park : 14 mufflers, 
Mrs. Norman : 33 pr. mitts. [l helmet, 17 pr. mitts. 
Mrs. Pallin : 2 mufflers, 6 pr. socks, 6 shirts, 2 helmets, 
Mrs. Callen : 4 mufflers, 2 pr. mitts. (3 pr. mitts, 

per Mrs. Howarth : 30 mufflers, 6 pr. mitts, 13 helmets 
Mrs Weir : 2 mufflers, 2 pr. gloves, 6 helmets, 1 cardigan 
per Mrs. Cowan : 49 mufflers ( 2 nd con.) [ 2 nd con.] 
per Mrs. Malcolm Gordon - 50 mufflers, 17 pr. mitts. 
Mrs. Moore : 12 mufflers, 1 pr. socks. 13 pr. mitts., 4 
helmets, 4 hussifs, 1140 handkerchiefs 


TERMINOLOGY AND DIAGNOSIS. 

To the Editor , “ The Veterinary Record” 

Dear Sir,—That knowledge of essential causes should 
be clearly outdistanced by terminology is, of course, 
one of the things to be regarded simply as inevitable: 
for pathology had appeared all too late, and the lead 
bpld from the first by arbitrary differentiation it has 
ever since maintained. Thus, various clinical mani¬ 
festations having, for all that is known to the contrary, 
a common cause have come to be differentiated, the one 
from the other, and each regarded as the expression of 
a separate and wholly different specific cause. 

Take, for instance, the existing classification of infec¬ 
tious respiratory diseases, more particularly *‘Strangles,” 
and what is referred to as “Catarrhal influenza”—a 
differentiation, needless to say, that is not approved by 
anything like irrefutable bacteriological evidence. Nor 
does it appear admissible even on the clinical evidence 
whereon it is supposed to be based. Hence the insuper¬ 
able difficulty ever besetting the matter'of segregation 
J where in an outbreak of infectious respiratory disease 
characterised from the first by catarrhal symptoms, a 
variable proportion, say 75 < more or less, of the affected 
cases in a stable show symptoms which, according to 
the tenets of differential diagnosis should be referred to 
Catarrhal influenza, whereas the less proportion show 
symptoms which indicate unmistakably “Strangles” 
infection. As regards differential diagnosis and segre¬ 
gation under these circumstances, the fact is that in 
no other direction may clinical observation be more 
inevitably and completely confounded—that is to say, 
if the clinical differences upon which this distinction is 
based should be regarded seriously. 

That these differences can hardly be so regarded 
there are, of course, those who have for long enough 
been persuaded. And evidence is accumulating which 
goes to show that the unquestioning acceptance of the 
differentiation in question is by no means generally 
admitted. Of this evidence not the least gratifying 
part is a decidedly less emphatic enunciation of this 
distinction in some of the latest text-book expositions 
on the subject. 

In view of all the circumstances wherein this diver¬ 
gence of symptoms is known to appear, the idea that 
“Strangles” and Catarrhal Influenza are fundamentally 
different necessarily pre supposes the simultaneous 
appearance of two separate and different infections, 
explicable—if at all—only in terms of coincidence. 
But the very fact of the known frequency of the occur¬ 
rence of this divergence of symptoms will hardly admit 
of this explanation. Nor is it admissible in view of 
what knowledge there is of the order of succession of 
different bacterial invasions ; far less by what is known 
to occur not only in the stables, but under circum¬ 
stances of complete isolation and of infection under 
natural conditions—as in the case of young, unbroken 
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horses in the open. Even under these circumstances is 
to be observed the divergence of clinical symptoms 
upon which this differentiation has been upheld. 

How very misleading so doubtful a basis of differ¬ 
entiation may well be, the history of bacteriological 
research proves conclusively; just as it proves that 
these differences of clinical manifestations, so far from 
being necessarily related to different causes may be in 
reality but the varied clinical expression of different 
degrees of virulence of the infective agent on the one 
hand, and of varying degrees of receptivity on the 
other ; and thus it is that the pathway of bacterio¬ 
logical advance is marked more perhaps by the efface- 
ment of arbitrary differentiations based on apparently 
divergent clinical manifestations, than by anything 
else. 

What further abridgement in terminology is thus des¬ 
tined to undergo is a question of speculative interest. 
As in the past so, doubtless, in the future, by slow, yet 
by inevitable degrees, bacteriological research it may be 
hoped will reveil, among other things, what correspon¬ 
dence there really is between nomenclature of respira¬ 
tory diseases and thf* relevancy of it application. 

Yours faithfully, 

L. McLaren, m.rc.v.s. 


A CORRECTION. 

Mr. G. A. Banham, Mr. H. J Dawes, and Mr. 8. H 
Slocock were present at the meeting of the Veterinary 
Tribunal on Nov. 8. Their names did not appear in 
list of members oublished last week. 


OBITUARY. 

David Cooper, m.r.c.v.8., Ribbleton, Lancs. 

Graduated, Edin: April, 1873. 

Mr. Cooper died 15th November, aged 70 years. 

Alfred Holburn, m.rc.v.8., Congleton, Cheshire. 

Edin : May, 1894. 

Mr. Holburn’s death occurred suddenly on Saturday, 
16th inst. 

George Murrell, “Existing Practitioner,” retired, 
Ashford, Kent. 

Death took place 1st November, at the age of 86. 

Lloyd. —At Oswestry, Shropshire, on November 11, 
Hilda, dearly-loved elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. 
Lloyd, Brook Lodge, Fulwood, Sheffield. 

The late Mr. 8earby. 

A correspondent sends us the following notes :— 

Mr. Bernard A. Searby, m.r.c.v.s., of Ramsey, 
Huntingdon, whose death occurred on October 29th, at 
the early age of 34, from pneumonia following influenza, 
commenced to practice in this district a few years ago, 
and speedily made headway in the county. His wide 
professional knowledge coupled with a genial disposition 
gained him many friends, and the news of his death 
will be received with general regret, not only by his 
clients and professional colleagues, but by a wide circle 
of acquaintances. Much sympathy is expressed for his 
wife and children. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. | 

Anthrax 

Foot- I 

and-Mouth ) 
Disease. | 

Glanders.f 

1 Parasitic 
Mange. \ 

Sheep 

Scab. 

U>) 

Swine Fever. 

Cases 

Confrmd 

Out¬ 

breaks 

b») 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

( 6 ) 

Ani- | 
male. r 

i 

Out¬ 
breaks 
(«) 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out- 1 
breaks 

' R>) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

CD 

SP 1 

p ! 

® ! 
jsi 

o <' 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Nov. 16 

15 


8 

| 

9 



l 2 

12 53 

82 

11 

30 

6 

1 1 Q1 7 * 

Corresponding ! { 

week in 1 1 



3 

8 

10 

3 

8 

11 

$ \ 

68 

1 

1 38 

j 25 

1 13 1 

eo 

37 

36 

R 

12 

5 

24 

I 63 

66 

4 

30 

191 

Total for 46 weeks, 1918 

Corresponding j j|jjg 

period in j jg 15 

| 71 

2 

219 

253 

3 

| 1 
; 38 

14 

29 

1 J 

3855 

2137 

1871 

♦723 

7224 

265 

1261 

516 



378 

471 

504 

429 

556 

670 

24 

463 

24 

44 

42 

49 

112 

7b 

4014 

4152 

:i567 

439 

222 

174 
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3584 
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} The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked London 11, ^Suffolk 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 19, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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... 
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8 

... 
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... 

- 

... 

... i 

J 

... 

1 

8 

17 

9 

1 

8 

11 

6 

27 

16 

Total for 45 weeks, 1918 
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2 

2 

... 
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93 

270 

25 

85 

3 

3 

1 

5 

7 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

41 

58 

65 

335 

383 

355 

183 

285 

220 

1118 

1626 

1272 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 11.1918 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Methods op Wound Treatment. 

The article by Mr. F. T. Harvey upon “ B.I.P.P.” 
treatment of wounds, which appeared recently, will 
interest many practitioners. The treatment, so far, 
seems to have been little used in veterinary surgery, 
in oivil practice at least, but it deserves an extended 
trial—for two reasons. One is the notable success 
which the treatment has achieved in human surgery; 
the other, and a stronger one, is its peculiar adapt¬ 
ability for general veterinary practice. 

The importance of adaptability to veterinary con¬ 
ditions is well shown in the comparison between 
tbe three methods of wound treatment now most 
in vogue amongst human surgeons, with which Mr. 
Harvey concludes his artiole. Carrel’s treatment 
has given wonderful results in human surgery; but 
those who are acquainted with its complicated de¬ 
tails will admit that its use in veterinary work will 
always be subject to very considerable limitations. 
Something like this might also be said, though 
perhaps not quite so strongly, of Wright’s hyper¬ 
tonic wound treatment. Both these methods may 
prove very valuable in our work—under suitable 
conditions; but there are many veterinary cases, 
the great majority in some practices, in which they 
would probably be much less efficacious than older 
antiseptic methods which have been known for de¬ 
cades. 

For wound treatment in every-day veterinary 
practice, two of the chief desiderata are simplicity and 
tbe minimum of responsibility upon lay attendants. 
Carrel's and Wright’s methods are far from meeting 
either of these requirements; but the case is 
different with the B.I.P.P. treatment. This latter 
certainly demands scrupulous care at the time of 
its application ; but that can be given by the clini¬ 
cian himself, and nothing need be left for laymen 
to perform in the intervals between professional 
visits. General practitioners, who know too well 
what lay treatment of wounds very often is, even 
after careful veterinai 7 instruction, will appreciate 
tbe value of this qualification. 

Even though this B.I.P.P. method, like other 
procedures for wound treatment, may lose its 
present favour amongst surgeons working under 
good conditions, it may yet have a considerable 
future in every-day veterinary work. Very often, 
in general veterinary practice, the question is not 
What is the ideal treatment? but What treat¬ 
ment can be moat effectively carried out under these 
conditions? This is the consideration which 
renders such treatments as the B.I.P.P. especially 
worthy of veterinary attention. It is not surprising 
that Mr. Harvey has bad good results from it; and 
he has done a useful service by communicating 
them to tbe profession. 


The treatment of Equine Mange 
with Nicotine. 

Querruan published an article upon this subject 
in the Revue generate de MMccine VtUrinaire for 
1917. The following are his general lines of treat¬ 
ment. He forbids all local or general clipping. He 
treats all mangy horses in their units, even in eases 
where the disease is dispersed or generalised ; the 
only mange patients he sends to the dep6ts are 
those which are enfeebled. His treatment is the 
application of lotions containing standardised ex¬ 
tract of nicotine, the formula being extract of 
nicotine 30 parts, water 1000 parts, and sodium 
carbonate 3 parts. 

The details of the treatment are as follows. On the 
first day the anterior half of the body is dry-rubbed 
with a wisp of hay, followed by the application of 
the lotion over the same region. From 1 to 1J 
litres of the lotion is sufficient. On the third day 
the same dry-rubbing and lotion are applied to the 
posterior half of the body. The treatment is then 
re-applied on the anterior half of the body on the 
fifth day, on the posterior half on the seventh day, 
and so* on until the cure is complete. Tbe applica¬ 
tion of lotion on any one day should never extend 
to more than one-half of the body. 

In eases of generalised mange a definite recovery 
does not result until after ten applications of tbe 
lotion. In slight or early cases fonr or five appli¬ 
cations suffice. 

In cold weather the horses should be walked 
immediately after the lotion is applied, or, if that 
is not possible, should be rugged or sheltered. 
During the whole treatment the animals may be 
worked ; and, if the feeding is good, neither the 
treatment nor the mange causes debility. 

The author’s clinical observations show’ that after 
two or time applications of the lotion the prnritis 
disappears and the case seems cured ; but this 
recovery is only apparent. It requires ten applica¬ 
tions to completely free the horse from acari. 

In regions where the skin is crusted and depi¬ 
lated, the dry-rubbing is omitted lest it should 
cause erosion, and the lotion is applied as before 
stated. It is the lotion that cures, not the dry¬ 
rubbing. 

In crusted regions, the crusts separate spontan¬ 
eously at the end of ten to fifteen days. The skin 
recovers its flexibility; and this spontaneous des¬ 
quamation is one of the signs that recovery is near. 
The application of lotion causes neither crusts nor 
dermatitis. 

Lotions of nicotine are very injurious to acari, 
lice, etc., and disorganise sai Coptic colonies for a 
long time. Three applications of lotion are sufti- 








i 7 8 


THE VETERINARY RECORD November 30, 1918 


oient to hinder all attempts at colonisation for a 
month. The author has observed that horses 
treated three times with nicotine lotions remained 
more than a month without showing any recrud¬ 
escence of the disease. This prolonged injurious 
effect of nicotine upon colonies of acari renders 
treatment by tobacco juice very adaptable to all 
the conditions of campaigning life. 

It may be objected that nicotine lotions have 
been known to cause intoxioation; but the author 
says that in thousands of horses, he has not had 
one case of poisoning. 

Treatment with nicotine is also to be recom¬ 
mended for psoroptic mange of the horse.—( Revista 
de Veterinaria de Espana). 

Is CONOBPTIONAL RABIES POSSIBLE? 

P. Remlinger, in April last, reported the results 
of his experiments upon this question to the Soctite 
Biologic, The possibility of conceptional rabies 
supposes the presence of the rabies virus in the 
sperm or the ovule. Various authors have already 
reported negative results of examinations of the 
semen for rabies virus; Blasi and Travali !alone 
obtained positive results. Remlinger is not aware 
of any investigations upon the presence of the 
virus in the ovary. 

Remlinger carried out four series of experiments 
upon 33 rabbits and 51 guinea pigs. Into these 
animals he injected emulsions of the contents of 
the seminal vesicles, testes, and ovaries of guinea 
pigs which had died of rabies. In the first three 
series the injections were made simultaneously 
under the dura mater and into the muscles of the 
neck, and in the last series by the latter method 
alone. In the first series the emulsion was of the 
contents of the seminal vesioles, in the second of 
testes, in the third of ovaries, and in the fourth of 
a mixture of the contents of seminal vesicles and 
testes or ovaries. 

None of the 84 experimental animals contracted 
rabies; and all were under observation for sixteen 
months after the experiments, a period more than 
sufficient for the development of the disease. 
Remlinger therefore concludes that conceptional 
rabies does not exist, and that all the cases of 
11 hereditary rabies ” proceed from a placentar 
contamination.— ( Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuarias ). * 

The passage of the Rabies virus from the 
Mother to the Fcetus. 

The importance of this question, and the rarity 
of published oases, have led A. Lanfranchi and F. 
Lenzi to report the following new case. 

The subject was a young bitch, which was 
brought to the authors suffering from dumb rabies, 
and died a day or two later. A post-mortem ex¬ 
amination was made immediately after death, and 
revealed the presence of seven fsBtuses at term. 
Negri’s bodies were sought for in scrapings and in 
fixed and stained sections from the region of 
Ammon’s horn in both mother and embryos. The 
result was positive for the mother, but negative 
for the embryos. 


Biological tests were then adopted. Medullary 
extracts from the mother and all the fsetuses were 
injected into rabbits, with every precaution to gnard 
against error. Some rabbits were injected sub- 
durally. others into the anterior chamber of the 
eye, and others intramuscularly. All the rabbits 
injected died of rabies. 

Contrary to the views of Loir and of Conradi, 
the authors saw no evidence that the virus had be¬ 
come attenuated in its passage from the mother to 
the offspring. 

Their observations, therefore, lead them to the 
conclusions that (1) the rabies virus, in the infected 
bitch, may cross the placentar filter to infeot the 
fcBtus, and that (2) filtration across the placenta, in 
dogs at least, does not produce an attenuation of 
the virulence.—(. Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuarias). 

W. R. C. 


Prosecution by R.C.V.S. 

At the Dorking Petty Sessions on Wednesday, Nov. 
20, John Akehurst, of Cape], was summoned on two 
informations with having unlawfully acted and de¬ 
scribed himself as a veterinary surgeon, contrary to 
Section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. There 
was no appearance for the defence. 

Mr. M. H. Haygarth, of Horsham, prosecuted, and 
said the proceedings were instituted by the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons under Section 17 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881, which provides that, 
“if after the 31st day of December, 1883, any person 
other than a person who for the time being is on the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons, or who at the time of 
the passing of the Act holds the veterinary certificate of 
the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, 
takes or uses the title of veterinary surgeon, or veter¬ 
inary practitioner, or any name, title, condition, or de¬ 
scription, stating that he is a veterinary surgeon or a 
practitioner of veterinary surgery, or of any branch 
thereof, or is specially qualified to practise the same, be 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding £20.” Explaining 
the facts, Mr. Haygarth said that in April last a Mr. 
Swire, of Warnham, bought a pony at Messrs. Crow’s 
Auction Market under a warranty, and had her exam¬ 
ined by Mr. Akehurst, who gave the following certifi¬ 
cate: “April 29tb, 1918. I have this day examined a 
bay pony for Mr. Swire, and find her very lame on her 
off hind leg. J. Akehurst, Vet. Surgeon, Cape).” The 
pony was returned to Messrs. Crow. Mr. Swire was 
informed that the certificate was not in order inasmuch 
as Mr. Akehurst was not a veterinary surgeon. Mr. 
Swire thereupon saw Mr. Akehurst, who said he was a 
registered man, which, in fact, was not the case. If the 
Magistrates were satisfied that defendant had contra¬ 
vened the Section he would ask them to inflict such a 
penalty as would be a deterrent in the future, not only 
to defendant but to others. It was not right to gentle¬ 
men who held the degree of m.r.c.v.8. that unauthorised 
persons should act in this way, nor was it fair to ani¬ 
mals that they should be left to the tender mercies of 
unqualified and unskilled persons. 

Mr. Swire, of Blackboro, Ditchling, and late of 
Hingfold Farm, Warnham, said that when he took 
defendant’s certificate to the auctioneers it was dis¬ 
puted on the ground that it was given by an unqualified 
man. He then saw the defendant, to whom ne said, 
“ You are supposed to be an unqualified man, and I am 
afraid there will be some litigation in the matter.” 
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Defendant replied* “1’m not afraid of that I’m a 
registered man.” Witness said, “I suppose you are 
referring to 1881 1 ” and defendant said, “ i es, I am.” 

Mr. Haygartb, having given formal proof that de¬ 
fendant was not a registered veterinary surgeon, the 
Magistrates convicted, and imposed a fine of £5 in¬ 
cluding costs. 

[Both Solicitor and Magistrates—the one in his state¬ 
ment, and the others by the light fine—appear to have 
overlooked the preamble of the Act, whicn describes it 
as “ provision . ... to enable persons requiring the aid 
of a veterinary surgeon for the cure,” etc/| 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 


John Allan, Castle Douglas, 

Kirkcudbright £110 
T. G. Browne, Prof., R.V.C., Ireland 110 
J. A. Griffiths, New Langenburg, E. Afr. 110 
J. Hughes, Welshpool 110 

S. T. Jackson, Capt. a.v.c. 110 

J. H. Ripley, Hurst Green, Sussex 110 

Previously acknowledged 1088 13 11 


£1094 19 11 


CATTLE INSPECTION— 
Compulsory v. Permissive. 

Sir—May I express the earnest hope that with the 
advent of the “ Ministry of Health Bill ” our Council 
will take strong steps to see that the Profession is en¬ 
trusted with its proper work with regard to tuberculosis. 
When one realises that 75 per cent, of cases of cervical 
tuberculosis in children are of bovine origin it is obvious 
bow essential the work of the veterinarian is in the 
proper and regular inspection of milking cows—the ap¬ 
plication of the tuberculin test, and the bacteriological 
examination of milk, etc. 

The time is now opportune for the Representatives 
of the Profession to take a strong hand, and it is to be 
hoped that this will be done, not only for the Bake of 
ourselves, but what is more important, for the State in 
general, both for the present and future generations. 

I would suggest that our Council approach the Local 
Government Board to take action to ensure that the 
various local authorities should act in a more uniform 
manner. It is the rule in some counties to have the 
markets inspected by their veterinary inspectors, but in 
others this is not the case—the result is obvious—sheep- 
scab and other diseases are spread from the county 
in which inspection is not carried out to neighbouring 
counties. In Staffordshire, for instance, no inspection 
is carried out, yet in Warwickshire, which it adjoins, 
the markets are inspected—the distance between 
markets being quite small. 

If the inspection is necessary in one county why not 
in another 1 The police of one county where inspection 
is performed are left wondering as to why a market one 
mile away but in another county is not so inspected, 
and this wonderment is aggravated when an outbreak 
occurs which is traceable to diseased animals being ex¬ 
posed m the markets of the adjoining county ! Surely 
something should be done to ensure uniformity of action 
in the carrying out of preventive measures against con¬ 
tagious diseases.—Yours etc., M.R.C.V.S. 

November 1918 . 


A CURIOUS DOCUMENT. 

Recently there came before the writer’s notice a docu¬ 
ment emanating from a M.R.C.V.S., and Local Veter¬ 
inary Inspector of the Board of Agriculture, pertaining 
to the examination of a filly. The document states (< At 

the request of-I have this day examined a brown 

Clydesdale filly, two years off, and number — in the 
safe catalogue. In my opinion the inside of the near 
fore coronet is slightly enlarged and is stronger than the 
inside of the off coronet.” Then follows signature with 
the letters Sg. in front thereof. 

Apparently it would be a misnomer to call the above 
a certificate. It is not a letter, and it is really very 
difficult to state exactly what it is. But one thing is 
certain—it is a worthless document to give te a client, 
and if it were given with the object of helping a client 
to get something knocked off the price of the abnormal 
animal, it will not fulfil its object. 

The granting of such documents by qualified men 
shows that there is much room for progress in the pro¬ 
fession. What can auctioneers and lawyers think of us 
when they peruse such emanations ? It is to be noted 
that (1) the description of the animal is not fully given, 
(2) neither is the date or place of sale, and (3) no opinion 
is given as to the unsoundness or soundness of the 
animal. F.R.C.V.S. 


“‘FLU’ CAUSED BY BAD BACON.” 


Dear Sir,—I have noticed that in several papers 
complaint was made at a meeting of the Newcastle Food 
Vigilance Committee that the influenza epidemic was 
caused by bad bacon; and it was said that a local 
doctor had treated 400 patients for swine fever instead 
of influenza, and found the treatment efficacious. 

I was visiting a medical friend the other day, and he 
was quite of the opinion there was something in it It 
would be interesting to know what line of treatment 
this Newcastle medico took. The Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, and the veterinary profession m general 
will feel indebted to this man if he has at last got on 
the right track in the treatment of swine fever. No 
doubt he is more advanced in the pathology of swine 
fever than we are. 


Possibly the S.F. serum treatment has been admin¬ 
istered to all “ in-contact animals ”—himself included. 


Saffron Walden. 


Yours faithfully, 

T. F. Hall, 


M.R.C.V.8. 


NOTES ON BOOKS. 

Notes on Meat and Food Inspection for 8anitaey Inspect¬ 
ors. By John T. Cowderoy, Chitf Sanitary Inspector, 
Borough of Kidderminster. Second Edition. Pp. 73, 
exclusive of index. Price 2s. 6d. net. (The Sanitary 
Publishing Company Ltd., 8 Bream's Buildings, London, 
E,C. 4 . 1918). 

In his preface to this little M remembrancer,” as the 
author calls it, he describes it as “an index to larger 
works,” and “ so arranged that the busy inspector may 
quickly arrive at any point.” 

This aptly summarises the book, which is intended for 
part-time food inspectors in the smaller towns rather 
than for whole-time men in the larger ones. Within 
these limitations, the volume is likelv to do good. It 
contains a little over 70 pages of “notes,” an index 
exceeding two pages, and one or two blank leaves for 
memoranda. The notes are very concise, and cover the 
principle diseased conditions met with in meat and food 
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inspection, various points to be noticed in examining 
carcases and organs, the positions of the chief lympbati 0 
lands, the most important legal clauses governing th® 
uties and powers of food inspectors, and similar 
matters. The whole is necessarily very condensed and 
fragmentary ; but still the author has compressed a 
good deal of information into a very small space. So 
far as it goes, the work is well done ; and, though it is 
a long way from meeting the needs of veterinarians and 
whole-time food inspectors, there are others who will 
find it helpful. Veterinary surgeons concerned in meat 
inspection refer to very different books for guidance; 
but their work may bring them into touch with men to 
whom this little volume may usefully be recommended. 


Veterinary Handbook and Visiting List. By Thomas B* * 

Roger 1 D.V.S. Price 6s. net. (J. B. Lippincott Coy.» 

Philadelphia and Henrietta St., London). 

This little book belongs to a class well known to 
English practitioners. The first 119 pages contain a 
variety of information useful to veterinarians, chiefly 
arranged in tabular form. Among the most useful items 
are tables of posology, poisons and their antidotes, 
incubation periods of the commoner animal contagious 
diseases, durations of pregnancy in the various domesti¬ 
cated animals, the strength of the U.S.P. tinctures most 
used In veterinary work, and the relative value of metric 
and apothecaries weights and measures, with some 
account of prescription writing, and a few elementary 
hints on bacterial therapy. The posological table is 
good and full, and contains a useful feature in the form 
of blank columns for the clinician’s addition to it; but 
the fact that it is based upon the U.S. Pharmacopoeia is 
a distinct disadvantage to English practitioners. The 
only item which is really useless to English readers is a 
summary of a new United States Revenue law govern¬ 
ing the sale and use of certain narcotics. 

The visiting list iB conveniently arranged, and 
contains room for a year’s work at an average of 54 
clients per month. This does not represent a large 
practice : but not every client need be inserted in such 
a list. Altogether the book will be useful to those who 
like, such a collection of information arranged in a handy 
form : but its price certainly seems high, and its casting 
upon U.S.P. lines is an undeniable drawback here 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Nov. 22. 

The following are among the Decorations and medals 
awarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 
the course of the campaign (the King has given unre¬ 
stricted permission in all cases to wear the Decorations 
and medals in question):— 

Conferred by the President of the French Republic. 
Croix de Guerre. 

* * * * 

Capt. W. J. Bambridge, a.v.c., Spec. Res. 


Extracts from London Oautte % 

War Office, Whitehall, Nov. 22. 
Regular Forces. Army Veterinary Corps. 

Tetnp. Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) R. J. Stordy, d.s.o., to be 
actg. Col. whilst holding the appt of Dep. Dir. of 
Vety. Servs. (Oct. 14). 

Capt. R. W. Mellard, d.s.o.. relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. oil ceasing to hold the appt. of Dep. Asst. 
Dir. of Vety. Servs. (Oct. 1). 


Capts. to be actg. Majs. whilst Dep. Asst. Dirs. of Vety. 
Servs.:—H. G. Tabuteau-Herrick, m.c., Spec. Res.; 
F. Hopkin (t.f.) (Oct. 2). 

Nov. 26. 

Temp. Maj. T. C. Evans, m.c., Can. a.v.c., ceases to be 
seed, for duty with War Office (Oct. 10). 

Nov. 27. 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. (temp. Mai.) G. E. Tillyard to be 
actg. Lt.-Col. whilst holding the appt. of Asst. Dir. of 
Vety. Servs. (May 29). 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.W. S. Petrie, J. P. Rice 
(Nov. 12). 

Territorial Force, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Nov. 26. 

Capt. W. K. Barron to be actg. Maj. whilst comdg. a 
Vety. Hospital (Nov. 13). 


India Office, Nov. 26. 
To be LieutK. Hewlett (April 1, 1917). 


R.A.V.O. 

By Royal Warrants published in Army Orders on 
Wednesday ? 27th inst., the Army Veterinary Coips 
(together with the A.S.C. and A.O.C.) are to have the 
distinction of “ Royal,” in recognition of “ the splehdid 
work ” which they have performed during the war. 


OBITUARY. 

M. Allan, m.r.c.v.8., “ Birchmount,” St. Leonards Rd., 
Windsor. Graduated, Lond: May, 1897. 

Mr. Allan died 23rd November, aged 44 years. 

Charles Wm. Gregory, m.r.c.v.8., Temple St., Bristol. 

Lond: May, 1861. 

Death took place 17th November, at the age of 80. 

Robert McNae, m.r.c.v.s., Maxwelltown, Dumfries. 

Lond: April, 1873. 

Mr. McNae passed away 21st November, aged 71. 


Personal. 

Gibbs— On the 20th Nov., 1918, at the Ch&teau de 
Foss4, Le Foss4, Seine Inferieure, France, to Yvonne 
{nee du Fosse du Bosmelet), wife of Lt-Col. H. E Gibbs, 
D.s.©., a.v.c. —a daughter (Viviane). 

At a monthly meeting of the Council of the Pharma¬ 
ceutical Society of Dublin, on Nov. 12, the Registrar 
read a letter of appreciation and thanks from Mr. John 
McBimey, m.r.c.v.s., m.p.s.i., on the completion of his 
term of office as Examiner in Chemistry. 


Charge of Cruelty at Reigate— 
mange and starvation. 

At the Reigate Police Court, on Thursday, Nov. 7tb, 
Jenny Ethel Elizabeth Hamilton, of the Cedars, South 
Park, was charged on remand with ill-treating ten dogs 
nd four cats. The magistrates who tried the case were 
is Worship the Mayor (in the chair) and Mr. W. H. 
Bagaley. 

Mr. Polhill, of the R.S.P.C.A., prosecuted, and Mr. 
Jenkins defended. 

The evidence of P.S. Sturt, who visited the Cedars 
with P.S. Hood was read over, Cross-examined, witness 
Baid they found the four cats on the table* and they 
Appeared to be in a starved condition. When the dogs 
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were fed at the police station they were very ravenous* 
and tried to force their way out of the boxes to get at 
the food. There were about 14 lb of dog biscuits found 
on the premises. 

In reply to Mr. Jenkins: As far as I know 1 should say 
they were suffering from mange and had been neglected. 
They had not received proper treatment. So far as 1 
could see no attempt had been made to relieve the 
suffering of the dogs. 

In what way do you mean nothing had been done to 
relieve the sufferings!—By dressing and washing them. 
I suggest they had not received sufficient food. 

Did you go over the house?— Yes. 

And what food did you find ?—About 14 tb of dog bis¬ 
cuits, some 20 to 30 lb of oatmeal, and 4 or 5 lb of rice. 

P.S. Hood stated he spoke to defendant when P.8. 
Sturt and he visited the Cedars on the 30th ult. He 
told Miss Hamilton they were police officers and had 
been instructed by the Head Constable to call and see 
her dogs. 

They saw a light Pomeranian, which was aged and 
very mangy. The right eye was missing, and the hollow 
was full of matter. The left eye was affected and almost 
blind. It was in a very neglected condition. 

Defendant brought from the interior of the house a 
cross bred Bedlington Irish terrier. There were humonry 
sores on the eyes, ears and b<xly. 

There was no complaint made with regard to the 
third and fourth dogs shown to them. 

The fifth dog was in fair condition. It was aged, but 
was suffering from a skin disease. 

A brown mongrel had skin disease on chest and legs, 
and was very weak in the hiod quarters. It seemed to 
be crippled ; otherwise it appeared to be in a fair con¬ 
dition. 

A smooth-haired fox terrier bad skin disease all over 
the body and head, and was in poor condition. An Irish 
terrier was in a very poor condition. It bad skin dis 
ease all over the body and legs, scabs and sores on the 
haunches, probably due to scratching. 

A white fox terrier bitch in poor condition, and cov¬ 
ered with a skin disease. 

A toy bull terrier in a very emaciated condition, cov¬ 
ered from bead to foot with a skin disease. The body 
was covered with sores, and it was very weak. 

Miss Hamilton then said, “That’s all the dogs 1 have. 
You have seen them all ” He asked her if she had any 
cats, and she replied, “ Yes; they are out.” He insisted 
upon seeing the condition under which they were kept, 
and went into the house with P.S. Sturt. The house 
was almost devoid of furniture. There were a few 
packing boxes about the house, and a number of small 
boxes. 

On going into the kitchen they saw four cats on the 
table in a crouching position. They were in a poor c in* 
dition, and suffering from mange, and had no life at all 
in them. 

He also saw in a box a cross-bred terrier bitch in a 
very emaciated condition. It was covered with skin 
disease from head to foot, and almost too weak to stand. 
He raised it on its feet, and it fell down again. It was 
really nothing but a bag of bones. 

in the scullery they found a black mongrel bitch with 
scarcely any hair on the body. It was in a shocking 
emaciated condition, and the bones almost protruded 
through the skin. She was suffering from a skin 
disease. 

He said to the defendant, “ Whv did you not produce 
these two dogs at the inspection ? ” She hesitated and 
seemed confused, and, said, “I had forgotten.” They 
found a quantity of dog biscuits, oatmeal and rice in 
different parts of the house. There was no receptacle 
for either food or water for the dogs, and there were no 
signs of any food having been given to the dogs. The 
stench was so bad that they frequently had to leave the 


house to get a breath of fresh air. TheTwelve dogs and 
four cats were taken to the police station, where they 
were fed, and they ate the food ravenously. Their 
thirst was almost unquenchable. They were fed three 
times that day, and were ravenous on each occasion. 
He had had the dogs and cats in his charge since then. 
With the assistance of several ladies they had been 
looked after, fed, watered and exercised. With the ex¬ 
ception of the toy bull terrier they had greatly improved 
in bodily condition. The cats had also improved. 

Inspector Discombe, k.s.p.c.a , spoke to being present 
when the dogs were examined by P.S. Hood and P.S. 
Sturt, and gave corroboiative evidence as to the con¬ 
dition of the dogs. There was no evidence that the 
dogs had been dressed, and they had received no treat' 
ment at all. In his opinion the dogs and cats had 
suffered very much from not having received proper 
treatment. Since the dogs had been in charge of the 
police they had greatly improved, with one exception 
spoken to by the previous witness. 

Mr. .Jenkins : In what way do you say they have not 
received proper treatment f—They had not been dressed 
or washed or disinfected. They have been left there 
and nothing done for them. 

How long do you suggest treatment had not been 
given to them ? -For seven days at least. 

Do you suggest the cats were suffering from mange? 
—Yes. 

Mr. 0. A. Squair, m r.u.v.s., Veterinary Inspector to 
the Borough of Reigate, gave evidence as to the con¬ 
dition of the dogs and cats. The French poodle (de¬ 
scribed by Sergt. Hood as a black mongrel) was in a 
horrible condition. He had marked it down in his 
notes “diabolical.” It was very emaciated, and the 
bones were almost protruding through the skin. 

In reply to the Clerk, witness said all the dogs were 
more or less emaciated, and had apparently been neg- 
f acted as regards food and treatment. When they were 
in the boxes at the police station they fought for their' 
food. 

Mr. Polhill: If these dogs had received proper care 
and treatment could they have got into the condition in 
which you found them?—Most certainly not. 

What do you suggest should be dona with the ten 
dogs ?—I certainly should have them destroyed both 
from the fact they have skin disease, aod from the 
national point of view, as the food question is a difficult 
one. 

Can you say these dogs had any treatment or dressing 
for skin disease?—No ; except one of them, which de¬ 
fendant brought to my surgery about two months ago. 

You have heard oatmeal was found at the house. 
Would that be proper food to give to the dogs 1-r-Not 
for dogs suffering from skin disease. 

Do you say these dogs were suffering from pain as 
the result of their condition ? — Yes. I think there is no 
question about it. 

Mr. Jenkins : What sort of food do you suggest they 
should have had ?—Plain dog biscuits. 

So if they had dog biscuits they would have been 
properly fed I—They ought to have been in a better con¬ 
dition. When suffering from mange they require more 
food. 

Witness was questioned as to defendant seeing him in 
respect to one of her dogs, and he said he suggested it 
should be destroyed. He asked defendant at the time 
if she had any other dogs, and she said, “ Yes, five or six 
others,” and that they associated with each other. De¬ 
fendant also told witness the other dogs were free from* 
disease, and he then gave her medicine for chronic 
eczema. 

Mr. Polhill: When did you see the dog again?—About 
three weeks ago. 

What was its condition ?—It was slightly improved. 
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Did this lady at any time ask you to go and see the 
other dogs 1— No. 

The Clerk: Do you consider it would be cruel to keep 
these dogs alive ?—No, not the whole ten. It would be 
very cruel to keep some of them alive. 

Mr. Charles Malvisi, m.r.c.v.8., York Road, King’s 
Cross, gave corroborative evidence, adding that it was 
his opinion that all the dogs had been cruelly treated, 
and had no medical treatment of any kind. The whole 
of the ten dogs ought to be destroyed for the sake of the 
dogs and for the sake of others. 

Mr. Polhill: If these dogs had received reasonable 
care and treatment could they have got into the con¬ 
dition you found them 1—No. Had they been treated 
in the first place for the disease they would have got 
oyer-it. 

What do you say about the cats 1—They have got the 
mange in a mild form. Their bodily condition is fair, 
but for the sake of other cats I should destroy them. 

Mr. Jenkins: Do you suggest all animals suffering 
from mange should be killed!—Yes; suffering as these 
are. 

The Defence. 

Defendant said she had been a member of the 
R.S.P.C.A. since she was a child. Her friends assisted 
in the foundation of the Society. “ I gave a subscription 
yearly and won every case I took to them. I continued 
to subscribe until they had vivisectionists on the 
Council. Since then I have not given a farthing. 

After you ceased to be a member is it a fact that 
the Society has persecuted you ever since 1—Yes. 

• Mr. Polhill: 1 must protest against these statements. 

They had a case against me a short time ago. I was 
prosecuted for some of the dogs that are mentioned in 
this case. The Bench dismissed the case. 

Continuing, witness said since 1908 she had taken an 
interest in stray dogs, and had cared for them. She had 
had through her hands hundreds of them, and they had 

3 roved under her care. She had had them when in a 
condition, and had got them round, finding them 
good homes. 

Mr. Jenkins: Is it a fact that you have devoted your 
life to try and improve the condition of these dogs 1— 
Yes, since 1908, and have devoted every farthing I had 
to stray dogs and cats. 

Have you done all in your power to support the dogs, 
and have the dogs been properly taken care of 1—Day 
and night I have thought of nothing else. 

Witness also told the Court she had consulted the 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and several veterinary 
surgeons in London about the condition of the dogs* 
ana was doing all she could for them. 

Mr. Polhill: Have you any objection to them being 
destroyed 1—Yes, I have. 

Do you object to the taking of life 1—Yes, without a 
very good reason. 

Witness, further questioned, said it did not occur to 
her the dogs were suffering from mange. She thought 
the dogs had tape worms, which often brought about an 
eruption of the skin. 

John Jupp, a jobbing gardener, of South Park, stated 
he had purchased by orders of defendant, paunches for 
the dogs and fish for the cats. 

Hilda Hood, of South Park, spoke to visiting Miss 
Hamilton on many occasions. She had been in the 
house almost every day, and had seen the food being 
prepared for the dogs. Dog biscuits, oatmeal and rice 
was prepared for the dogs, and fish was cooked for the 
cats. She had purchased by order of the defendant 
Boviline for the cats. 

Mr. Polhill : What did you go to the house for I— To 
see the animals. 

Do you know anything about dogs or their treat¬ 


ment 1—1 am very fond of dogs, and know that they 
should have plenty to eat, and exercise. 

Witness had several conversations with Miss Hamilton 
about the condition of the dogs, and she said it arose 
from different causes. She noticed the dogs were very 
thin, and suggested that two of them should be de- 
stoyed. Miss Hamilton told her she thought she could 
cure the dogs. 

Mrs. Davis, of South Park, said she had been at de¬ 
fendant’s house once. 

Mr. Polhill: What reason had you for going to see 
the dogs 1—Because I heard they were neglected. 

When was that 1—About five weeks ago. 

What did you say to Miss Hamilton when you got 
there 1—1 asked her if 1 could see the dogs. She only 
showed me three. I asked to see the others. She said 
they were all in bed and tied up in other rooms, and 
might bite me. 

What was the condition of the dogs you saw 1—One 
seemed to have something wrong with his legs, and the 
eyes were rather bad. She asked me if I could tell wh&t 
was the matter with the dogs. I told her I could not, 
except that one looked as if it had rheumatism or 
rickets. 

Mr. Frederick Cousens, m.r.c.v.s., Surgeon to the 
Zoology Society, the Canine Society, and His Maiesty 
the King, said he had known the defendant for a number 
of years, and that she had been in the habit of looking 
after stray dogs and cats from a philanthropic point or 
view. 

Mr. Jenkins: She had been devoted to dogs?—Yes, it 
seems to me that it has been the one aim of her life to 
look after stray dogs, and she would be the last person 
to cause them any suffering. 

Has she from time to time consulted you as to the 
treatment of the animals 1—Yes; sometime personally, 
and sometimes over the telephone. 

And you have prescribed, and have learnt subse¬ 
quently that the animals have improved 1—Yes. 

Have you seen these animals 1—Yes, to-day. 

What is your opinion now that you have seen the 
dogs. Do you suggest they have been neglected in the 
way suggested 1—May I put it like this 1 So far as the 
description of the dogs is concerned, that one given by 
first witness is accurate. 

The Mayor: Did you see the dogs a week age 1—No. 

Continuing, witness said the evidence of the second 
witness (Sergt. Hood) was exaggerated. Of course, no 
one could blame him for trying to get a conviction. 

Mr. Polhill: I object to these remarks. 

Mr. Jenkins : What is your opinion in regard to these 
dogs so far as Miss Hamilton is concerns. Do yon 
think she has done what any reasonable person would 
do, having seen the dogs 1—1 can’t answer what Miss 
Hamilton has been doing. I do think if a dog has skin 
trouble which causes irritation or internal parasitis, that 
dog would become thin even if eating good food. 

Witness expressed the opinion that all the dogs could 
be treated satisfactorily and get well, notwithstanding 
some of them were aged. Certainly aged dogs did not 
respond to treatment the same as young dogs. As to 
the cats, they were in a much better condition than the 
dogs. 

Mr. Jenkins: It is suggested that three dogs must be 
destroyed. What is your opinion!—If you listen to the 
witnesses in the box. yes; but it is my business to try 
and cure, and not kill. 

Supposing you took these particular animals in hand. 
I suppose you are certain you could bring them round i 
—I should expect to bring them round. 

Mr. Polhill: Do you agree that a number of these 
dogs have got skin disease in an advanced stage 1—Yes; 

I it is more or less chronic. 

| Don’t you think it is desirable when dogs get to that 
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stage they should be destroyed ?— I would say I would 
properly care for them. 

Do you consider it cruel to keep these dogs alive 1— 
Every dog has a right to live. 

Would you take these dogs to your kennels ?—Yes. 

What would you do with these dogs if your advice 
were asked ?—I would put them in hospital to be treated. 

Mr. F. Wooff, M.R.C.V.S., Croydon, gave corroborative 
evidence. 

The Bench retired, and returning to the Court, the 
Mayor said defendant would be fined £15, and ordered 
to pay £5 costs. The bench also ordered the dogs to he 
placed in the care of Mr. Cousens. —Surrey Mirror. 

[The foregoing is somewhat abridged. It is stated 
that this case occupied the Court for more than four 
hours.] 


Contamination of Milk. 

The results of some experiments conducted in America 
show that it is the utensils rather than the barn that are 
largely responsible for the excessive bacterial contamin¬ 
ation of milk. In one experiment: when all the uten¬ 
sils commonly used for handling the milk at the barn 
and in the dairy were thoroughly steamed, the milk had 
uniformly only about 5,000 bacteria per cubic centi¬ 
metre, but if the stearning was omitted the bottled milk 
frequently contained several hundred thousand bacteria 
per cnbic centimetre. The cans used for carrying milk 
are found to be a particularly prolific source of bacteria 
when they are washed at the da ; ry and returned to the 
farm without being thoroughly steamed and dried. The 
number of bacteria usually added to the milk by such 
cans was many times larger than the number that 
ordinarily get into the milk at the barn ; the addition 
of a million bacteria per cubic centimetre of milk by 
such cans was not uncommon. It seemed to the experi¬ 
menters that in an attempt to produce milk with low 
germ content, too much stress bad been laid on prac¬ 
tices of minor importance, and the influence of utensils 
badly steamed and not dried had been commonly 
neglected. 

It was determined by a series of bacterial counts to 
what extent the condition of the milk was influenced by 
(l)the use of sterilised utensils, (2) the precaution of 
washing the udder and teats before milking, and (3) the 
reception of the milk in a small-top pail, which is de¬ 
scribed as being of the ordinary type, but with a fixed 
top having a small semicircular opening near the edge. 

The results indicated that, with sterilised utensils, 
the bacterial numbers were 6306 per cubic centimetre, 
against 73,308 when they were not sterilised. 

With udder and teats washed, the average was 2154 ; 
unwashed, the average was 4524. 

By the use of a small-top pail the numbers of bacteria 


were 750,000 per cubic centimetre, whereas with an 
ordinary pail the numbers were 1,200,000. 

These workers 'conclude the above three factors, to¬ 
gether with keeping the milk at a low temperature, to 
be the most important points in the production of fresh 
milk with a low bacterial content. * 


Goat-breeding in Ireland. 

At a meeting of the Irish Goat Society, held at 9 Ely 
Place, Dublin, the Secretary, Miss K. S. Saunders, said 
they had made considerable progress within the last 
few years. Since the Committee meeting held in April, 
two promising branches had been started at Coleraine 
and Cookstown, and thirteen new members had joined, 
making a total of over 90 members in all. Owing to the 
acute shortage of milk the demand for goats nad in*- 
creased enormously since 1914. 

The Society, had consequently resolved to establish h 
small goat farm at Trillick, Co. Tyrone. The Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture gave the Society a small grant lta 
1916 towards the general expenses of running the farm. 
The number of goats and kids distributed throughout 
Ireland from the farm and district of Trillick in 19*6 
was over 50, but such was the ev increasing demand 
that the Society in 1917 applied for a further grant 
from the Department, which was generously accorded. 
During the financial year 1917-1918 over 104 goats and 
kids were sent out from the farm at Trillick, and within 
the last six months over 64 goats and kids have been 
sold from the farm. Besides these sales, the Secretary 
arranged several purchases for different members of the 
Society, as well as many exchanges of stud goats. Ui 

A great deal has been done to ensure a high, all-ronnd 
standard of milk production by means of careful selec¬ 
tion of sires, and by steady breeding from the best 
stock. Over 40 male goats were distributed through 
the country last year. The Society also arranges an ex¬ 
change of these goats among the different members, so 
that unrelated sires may be introduced into each dis¬ 
trict at suitable intervals. 

In other countries, notably in Switzerland, the 
standard of milk production has been greatly raised by 
constant care in selection and breeding. By this means 
the time of lactation has been lengthened, and it has 
been found possible to produce an animal that will kid 
out of the usual Reason, and so ensure a supply of milk 
during the months when our native goats are dry. The 
manager of the goat farm mentioned that out of a herd 
of 15 milch goats, five werejiue to kid during November 
and January, thus plainly demonstrating that winter 
kidding is no longer a problem. 

Miss Saunders, Trillick, Co. Tyrone, will be pleased 
to answer any questions with regard to goats and goat 
keeping.— The Farmer «’ Gazette. 
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Feeding Cake from Rubber Seed. 

Feeding trials have been made with rubber seed cake 
at the South Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent. 
A feeding trial with cake made experimentally from 
kernels imported from Ceylon was carried out at the 
College during the latter part of 1912 and the beginning 
of 1913. A sample from this consignment examined at 
the Imperial Institute was found to be strikingly sim¬ 
ilar to linseed cake in composition. The chief difference 
is in the quantity of “ fibre,” which is only 5 01 per cent, 
in the case of Para rubber seed cake, against 910 per 
cent, in linseed cake. Like linseed cake, Para rubber 
seed cake may yield small amoun's of prussic acid, and 
the amount furnished by this sample is rather high, but 
it produced no ill effects on the animals fed with the 
cake. 

All attempts at feeding sheep with this sample of 
rubber seed cake failed. Hit the results with cattle¬ 
feeding were altogether favourable. The cake was fed 
to a pair of two-year-old fattening heifers, which readily 
ate the food. The quantity of cake was increased grad¬ 
ually to eight pounds per head per day, but this caused 
.pronounced scouring, and even fiv> pounds of Para 
rubber seed cake eaten daily with 56 lb of mangolds 
produced a slight laxative effect on these immature 
animals. 

Further experiments with [another batch of two-year 
old beasts confirmed this conclusion. Two of the beasts 
were killed at the conclusion of the experiments ; the 
butcher reported the carcases to be of first-class quality, 
and the beef of excellent flavour. One of these heifers 
had received six pounds of cake per day for ten weeks. 

Six barren cows with an average milk yield of l£ galls, 
per day, were fed with increasing amounts of the cake 


until, at the end of a week, each animal was receiving 
14 lb of cake per day. The cake was the only concen¬ 
trated food supplied to the animals, and the ration was 
I continued for six days without any marked change in 
the animals’ excreta. The ration being richer than that 
previously allowed, the yield of milk rose, but the per¬ 
centage of fat in the milk was practically unchanged. 
Butter was made from the milk produced during the 
first three days, and again from that of the second three, 
and in each case the texture, smell and flavour of the 
butter was considered to be unaffected by the change of 
concentrated food. 

These cows were fattened while still in milk, the daily 
quantity of rubber seed cake being reduced from 14 lb 
to 8 11)., and 4 lb of other cake added. The cows re¬ 
mained in a very healthy condition, and maintained a 
high milk yield until they were intentionally dried 
off about a month before sale to the butcher. The in 
crease in live weight over an average fattening period of 
nine weeks was 17 lb per cow per day, and the milk 
yield was 0'85 gallon per cow per day, the cows being in 
milk an average of six only of the nine weeks. 

The value of Para rubber seed cake as a food for 
cattle has been clearly established by these experiments. 
It now remains to secure the co-operation of the rubber 
planting companies to placi the production of rubber 
seed oil and rubber seed cake on a commercial basis, and 
so set up a new industry within the Empire. The 
mother country would gain a valuable addition to 
its cattle feeding stuffs, while the rubber producing 
Colonies would profit by the utilisation of what has 
hitherto been a waste product. Vast quantities are at 
present allowed to go to waste on the rubber planta¬ 
tions in the Malay Peninsula, Ceylon, Java, and other 
parts. 
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Public Health Regulations. 

A correspondent, in a letter printed last week, 
calls attention to the question of “ Compulsory 
v . permissive Cattle inspection,” and some other 
subjects suggested by the advent of the Ministry of 
Health Bill. All this is part, and a very important 
part, of the “ re-construction ” which we are 
promised. Next year we may have to consider a 
multitude of very wide and complex subjects, many 
of them probably overlapping. Public health is 
one of the most intricate of these. A great deal of 
it does not directly concern our profession ; that 
portion which does is a larger subject than at first 
sight appears. 

At present all our veterinary publio health 
administration, except oontrol of the few scheduled 
diseases, is inco-ordinate and inadequate. Local 
regulations show a grievous lack of uniformity, are 
often insufficient to meet individual requirements, 
and are lamentably so in the gross when we con¬ 
sider national requirements. Even a casual exam¬ 
ination of our methods will reveal many points 
requiring alteration ; but both study and consider¬ 
ation will be needed to devise a system which shall 
satisfactorily replace them. 

Our correspondent of last week urges uniformity 
in the veterinary inspection of markets and fairs, 
and instances counties in which suoh inspection is 
performed and others in which it is not. We may 
all wall agree with him bo far; but the mere 
enforcement of uniform “ veterinary inspection ” 
upon local authorities is not sufficient. It is 
necessary also to ensure as far as possible that the 
inspection shall be efficient—as, for instance, to 
provide that the inspectors shall have time to do 
their work properly. It is common knowledge that 
disease has been spread from markets which were 
not inspected. It has also certainly been spread 
from markets which were said to be “ inspected,” 
but at which the veterinarians were too over¬ 
worked to accomplish an inspection worthy of the 
name. This fairly illustrates the whole subject— 
our present system is so unsatisfactory, both in 
construction and working, that the indication of one 
weak point generally suggests other related ones in 
equal need of amendment. 

The subject is well worth consideration by pro¬ 
fessional societies ; and the discussion and publica¬ 
tion of specific instances of differences or defects in 
local regulations might be especially valuable just 
now, but it would be well to recognise that an 
attempt to approach a Government department, 
made by an isolated Society with no title to re¬ 
present the profession, would be more likely to do 
o&rm than good. 


The Cowshed Infections of Newly-born 
Calves, and Sero-prophylaxib. 

Prof. Pietro Stazzi, of Milan, has written a report 
of his work in this direction. In his experience, 
the infections in question have almost always been 
due to the bacillus coli t and great suocess has been 
obtained from the use of polyvalent sera prepared by 
means of different strains of this microbe. Stazzi's 
conclusions may be summarised as follows:— 

1. Several thousand tests have proved that bovine 
anticolibacillary serum is an excellent means of 
prophylaxis and treatment in cow-shed infections 
of newly-born calves, More than 95 % of these in¬ 
fections, at least in Lombardy, whatever clinical 
forms (dysentery, polyarthritis, bronchopneumonia) 
they may assume are colibacilloses. 

2. In the more common cases of extra-uterine 
infection (which occurs either by tbe digestive tube 
or by the umbilical cord) one or two injections of 
20 0 . 0 . of serum suffioe to protect the newly-born 
calf against the contagion. The injections may be 
subcutaneous, intramuscular, or, better, intraperi- 
toneal. 

3. In rare cases of enzootics with endo uterine 
infection, to arrest the mortality, it is neoessary to 
inoculate the cows some days before parurition 
with the same serum, in doses of from 40c.o. to 
80 c.c., and afterwards to perform the usual inocu¬ 
lations (preferably into the peritoneum) upou the 
newly-born calves. 

4. In cases of enzootic, in which calves which are 
protected by the serum from the septicsemic form of 
the disease afterwards show colibacillary complica¬ 
tions of pneumonia, arthritis, etc., it is well to follow 
the injection of serum, after two or three days, with 
the injection of an autogenous vaccine. 

5. The serum gives the maximum results (pro¬ 
tecting 100 % of newly-born calves) when it is pre¬ 
prepared from the same microbial strain that nas 
caused the enzootic. Hence a special serum should 
be prepared for every enzootic. When this cannot 
be done, the best possible results are obtained by 
preparing a polyvalent serum from given groups of 
enzootics which have developed in a territory. 
Several such polyvalent sera are now prepared in 
Italy for use in different parts of the country. 
Cases may occur in which, though the serum pro¬ 
ducing animals are in a state of advanced hyper¬ 
immunisation, and their serum is active against tbe 
bacterial strains which have been used to produce it, 
it has little or no effect against an enzootic caused by 
different strains, In such the serum may, in a few 
days, be rendered active against the new strains 
also by the intravenous inoculation of some loops 
of culture. 
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Numerous tests prove that iflthe greatest possible 
number of strains are used in the preparation of 
serum, and these oan be subdivided among a good 
number of serum-producing animals, it is possible 
to obtain polyvalent sera of high efficacy against 
almost all enzootics. 

Along with the use of the sera, Stazzi, of course, 
advises disinfection of cow-sheds, and all possible 
hygienic care of the animals, both before and 
after parturition. Among other measures he re¬ 
commends allowing the calf to suck the first milk 
from the cow, in order to favour the elimination of 
the meconium.— [La Clinica Veterinaria) 

The prevalence op Bovine Tuberculosis 
in the Punjab. 

G. Taylor contributed an important note upon 
this subject to the Indian Journal of Medical 
Research of January last. Hitherto tuberculosis in 
cattle has not attracted much attention in India, 
the general idea is that the native cattle are com¬ 
paratively free from the disease. This idea appears 
to be erroneous, according to the data furnished by 
Taylor in this paper, which is based upon observa¬ 
tions recorded subsequent to the institution of a 
proper system of meat inspection at Ferozepore 
Cantonment slaughter-house, Southern Punjab, 

The inquiry was carried out from August, 1915, 
to March, 1916, during which period 3276 animals 
were admitted for slaughter. These animals had 
almost all arrived from the Central and South¬ 
eastern districts of the Punjab, and were all of the 
indigenous breed. The method of meat inspection 
entailed the examination of all animals while still 
alive, and thus 575 of the above animals, or 17*8% 
were rejected as not likely to be fit for human con¬ 
sumption on account of innutrition, disease, or old 
age. It is probable that a good many of these cast 
animals were suffering from chronic tuberculosis. 
Of the remaining selected animals 95, or 3 5 per 
cent., presented after slaughter what appeared to 
be macroscopic tuberculous lesions. In 60 of these 
oases tubercle bacilli were demonstrable in the 
lesions on microscopic examination. The distribu¬ 
tion of the lesions in each of the affected animals 
is depicted in tabular form. The animals found to 
be tuberculous were all females; this would be due 
to the fact that cows and heifers form by far the 
largest source of meat supply. The lesions in the 
selected cattle were nearly all of a localised nature. 

In all but two cases the disease was confined to 
the thoracic cavity. The bronchial and mediastinal 
glands were most commonly affected, either alone 
or associated with invasion of the lungs. In many 
oases the lesions were so limited in extent that they 
were only discovered after very careful search. In 
the two cases noted there were lesions in the 
mesenteric glands in addition to those in the thor¬ 
acic cavity. In only one case was anything like a 
generalised condition of the disease found—in a 
cow about nine years or age. This was the only 
case in which the udder was affected. 

During the year 1916-17 (1st April to 31st March), 
4610 animals were brought for slaughter. Of these 
821, or 17-8 per oent., were rejected as unfit for 


slaughter. Of the remaining animals, which were 
slaughtered, 125, or 3*3 per cent., were found 
infected. 

The above figures appear to indicate that tuber¬ 
culosis is by no means uncommon in the Punjab. 
It is a striking fact that hitherto practically all the 
cases recorded have been confined to Northern India, 
the Southern Provinces apparently being free. 
Further investigation on this subject is required.— 
Trop. Vet. Bulletin. 


Case Records. Ambulatory Clinic, IN. Y. State 

Veterinary College. Prepared by D. H. Udall, 

and F. F. Koenig. 

Gastric ulcer. 

An eight-months-old Guernsey heifer in good 
condition was found at pasture in the morning 
lying down and reluctant to rise; all usual food 
was refused. The nights were cool and the grass 
had been frozen. 

Symptoms. The animal was found down, weak 
and depressed. On rising the back was arched, the 
hair rough and dry, eyes sunken, conjunctival 
mucous membrane pale and ioteric. Pulse 80, 
Reap. 12, Temp. 99. Extremities cold. Digestive 
system: Complete anexoria, m.m. of mouth cool, 
moist and sticky, slight rumination, abdomen usual 
size, very active peristalsis, evacuations frequent 
and watery. 

Clinical diagnosis. Acute gastro-intestinal catarrh 
predisposed by cold nights and induced by eating 
frozen grass. 

Treatment. Placed heifer in a box stall and covered 
with a blanket. Administered 20c.o. of camphor 
liniment (1:4) per subcutis. Bismuth subnitrate 
5 ss. Fluid Extract zingiberis jss., FI. Ext. 
nuois vomicae m.xx. M. Given in water as a 
drench. Prescribed 30 grains of sodium sulpbo- 
carbolate three times daily. FI. ext. nucis vomicae 
5 ii, FI. ext. zingiberis jiiss, alcohol J iss. Give 
in four doses during the next 24 hours. Feed two 
quarts of warm milk three times daily. 

The second day the heifer was much brighter, 
eyes were less sunken, and there was more colour 
in the m.m. The milk had been taken as directed. 
Pulse 120, temp. 99*4. Peristalsis still very active, 
evacuations watery. Administered bismuth sub¬ 
nitrate ^ss. Digatalen lc.c. per subcutis. Pre¬ 
scribed 1$ FI. ext. zingiberis jiv, Spiritus ammoniae 
aromatici £ iv, FI. ext. nucis vomicae 5 ii. M. Sig. 
Give an ounce dose at two-hour intervals from 12 
m. to 10 p.m. Give 120 grains of sodium sulpbo- 
carbolate three times daily. 

On the third morning the animal was much 
better. A tonic was left and directions to call 
at once if improvement was not maintained. 

On the seventh day the condition was reported 
as very much worse. Patient was found down and 
unable to rise without help, the left eye was swollen 
shut and discharging pus. Pulse 72, temp. 98-8. 
Extremities cool. The usual amount of milk was 
taken. Mouth dry and cool, peristalsis very active, 
evacuations watery and foetid. Administered oil of 
camphor and bismuth as on previous days, and 


Decembet 7,1918 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


1B7 


froafiribad stimulants of aromatic spirits of ammonia 
with nux combined with large doses o£ sulpho- 
earbolatee. 

Eighth day no improvement. Temp. 98*4. Death 
occurred in the afternoon. 

Autopsy. Marked oedematous thickening of the 
mucosa of the abomasum. The mucous membrane 
was elevated in folds of one to two inches high, 
arranged so closely that they could be turned like 
leaves. On the folds were numerous ulcers vary¬ 
ing m size and depth, and a few necrotic spots. 
Tbs surface was thickly covered with a dirty grey¬ 
ish mass of meal-like consistency. The liver was 
very yellow and friable, the kidneys haemorrhagic 
and friable. The intestinal mucosa presented a 
slight catarrh. 

The symptoms of gastric ulcer in bovinee are 
quite variable, and do not often indicate clearly the 
real lesion. Salvisberg has recently described four 
cases in which the symptoms were divergent. 
Case I died suddenly without showing any previous 
symptoms. Blackleg was suspected, but the au¬ 
topsy showed three perforations of the abomasum 
that had resulted in exudative peritonitis. The 
mucosa was oedematous and covered with numerous 
ulcers. The perforations were small, resembling 
holes made with a leather punch. Case II —a three- 
year-old cow that had shown diarrhoea for several 
days. Appetite and rumination completely lost. 
Pulse 86, rasp. 20, temp. 104. Eyes sunken, pro¬ 
fuse diarrhoea. Diagnosis of enteritis or gastric 
uteer. He mentions the use of hydrochloric acid in 
making a diagnosis in this case, and infers that it 
aggravates the symptoms. Autopsy showed an 
oedematous mucosa, and numerous ulcers. Case III 
he regards as the most typical of this disease. The 
victim was a cow at pasture suspected of having 
gastric strongylosis. Chronic diarrhoea with watery, 
gaseous foetid evacuations, marked emaciation, and 
failure to give milk led to a diagnosis of chronic 
specific enteritis (Johne’s Disease). On autopsy 
the intestinal mucosa was normal. Abomasum 
found oedematous, spiral folds thickened and ulcer¬ 
ative. Case IV was similar to II. All four cases 
were seen in August to November. 

Acute Gastro-intestinal Catarrh. 

A two-week-old Guernsey heifer had been dull 
and eaten poorly for four or five days, the faeces 
had been very firm and slightly streaked with 
blood. 

Symptoms. Depression. Condition poor. Temp. 
103*2. Appetite poor. Fasces almost white, very 
firm, and slightly streaked with blood. 

Treatment. Administered 10 c.c. oil camphor 
(1:4) par subcutis, ol. rioini jiii, followed by 
enemas and the removal of a small quantity of firm 
feces. Prescribed B FI. ext. zingiberis 31, FI. ext. 
nucis vomicae 5 iv, alcohol q.a. Jii. M. One table- 
spoonful three times daily in milk. 

Fifth day, calf was brought to the clinio. On 
thift morning about one quart of milk was taken, 
but the general history was that of anorexia, de¬ 
pression, weakness, and constipation. Up to this 
time the calf bad received 10 3 of castor oil. 


Symptoms. Too weak to rise,, skin dry and tensa, 
expression dull, eyes slightly sunken. Pulse 110, 
reap. 48, temp. 102*2, nose dry'and cold, extremities 
cold. Digestive system: Oral m.m. highly con¬ 
gested. Tympany ou percussion over fourth sto¬ 
mach, abdomen reduced in size. Faeces yellow, 
pasty, foetid, and contained small, coagulated 
clumps. The skin around the anus was macerated 
with accumulations of faeces. Administered ol. cam- 
phorae 35 c.c. per subcutis during the day and 
evening in four doses. Enemas of normal salt 
solution were given at two-hour intervals, and each 
time a variable amount of pasty feces was removed. 
A considerable amount of the salt solution was 
retained. 100 0,0. of normal salt solution was given 
in the jugular vein, and 5i of bismuth submtoaAe 
was given in milk. The feed consisted of about 
250 c.c. of equal parts of milk and lime water con¬ 
taining 8 c.c. aromatic spt. ammonia three times 
daily. Also administered gr. 1/15 strychnine sul¬ 
phate per os. 

Sixth day, less depression than yesterday, found 
standing in the morning, less congestion of the oral 
m.m., peristalsis active, evacuation slight and pasty. 
Pulse 75, resp. 16, temp. 103. Administered ol. 
camphorae 35c.c. in 5 doses; about 1 qt. equal 
parts lime water and milk during the day; 40 cjq. 
arom. spt. ammou. in 5 doses; 450c.c. sterile*salt 
sol. per vein; 1/15 gr. strychnine sulph. per o»; 
10 c.c. white scour serum (P.D.l; and frequent 
enemas. At 9 p.m. attitude was slightly improved. 

Seventh day no improvement, slight serous dis¬ 
charge from eyes, treatment about as on the sixth. 

Eighth day, purulent discharge from eyes. Pulse 
64, reBp. 28. temp, 101*6, moribund condition, death 
at 12.30 p.m., about three weeks old. 

Clinical Diagnosis , Acute gastrointestinal 
catarrh with a marked congestion, or inflammation 
of the stomach revealed by the redness of the oral 
mucosa. 

Autopsy. The abomasum was greatly distended 
and contained a large amount of a yellowish-green 
semi-liquid mass. Within the mass was one tangled 
ball of hay about the size of a man’s fist, in addi¬ 
tion to which was considerable hay scattered 
through the contents. The mucosa was highly 
reddened. Masses of hay and straw were found in a 
greenish semi-fluid mass in the rumen. A semi- 
solid greeuish mass resembling clay was found in 
the caecum. The serous and mucous coats of the 
intestines were congested, especially those of ileum. 
Contents of small intestines slimy; of rectum slimy, 
containing coagulated clumps. Umbilical cord 
apparently normal. Cultures from the liver, spleen, 
and blood remained sterile. A pure culture of 
B. coli was found in the abomasum, rumen, and 
small intestine. When the autopsy was reported 
to the owner he recalled that the calf had eaten 
freely of hay when quite young. 

The eating of hay, straw, and shavings by suck¬ 
lings is not an infrequent habit. Acooiding iocmr 
available clinical reports it usually results in dy¬ 
sentery, and it is commonly described under this 
heading. In cases like the above it would seem 
appropriate to regard this condition as primarily 
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that of a foreign body in the stomach to which 
all other functional and anatomical changes are 
secondary. With this point in view an accurate 
clinical diagnosis woald be more probable, and in 
this case the presence of a foreign body was actually 
suspected by Dr. Koenig. —The Cornell Veterinarian. 


Report op the Civil Veterinary Department, 
Assam, for the year 1917-18. [Abridged.] 
During the year under report I continued to hold 
charge of the Civil Veterinary Department, Assam, and 
was on tour for 187 days, travelled 7156 miles by rail, 
2296 miles by steamer, and 1334 miles by road. 

The following hospitals and dispensaries were in¬ 
spected by me- , , 

Shillong, Gauhati, Tezpur,and Dibrugarh three times; 
Silchar and Tinsukia twice each: Hailakandi, Karim- 
ganj, Patharkandi, Sylhet, Maulvi, Bazar, Habiganj, 
Dhubri, Goalpara, Bilashipara, Behali, Mangaldi, Now- 
gong, Sibsagar, Nazira, Jorhat, and Mariam once each. 
The cattle at the Upper Shillong Farm were twice in¬ 
spected by me. In the districts outbreaks of contagious 
diseases were investigated and results of serum inocula¬ 
tion were checked as opportunity occurred. 

I attended the camp of exercise at Dibrugarh and 
examined the candidates for Farriers 7 Certificates. I 
attended the Agricultural Show at Shillong and was 
one of the judges of live stock, also the Agricultural 
Conference held at Poona in December. As in previous 
years, I attended the Bengal Veterinary College as a 
member of the Borrd of Examiners. 

In the Laboratory at headquarters 218 specimens 
were examined, of which 56 were found to be Anthrax, 
28 Haemorrhagic septicaemia, and 9 Surra. In the pre¬ 
vious year 128 specimens were examined. 

Veterinary Instruction. 

Twenty-four students attended the Bengal Veterinary 
College: they were distributed as follows 


firmed in all districts except the Garo Hills, from which 
no specimen was received for examination. 

Other contagious diseases. There were 65 deaths 
from other contagious diseases against 192 in the pre¬ 
vious year, but no details are available. 

Bovines.— Rinderpest. This disease was prevalent 
in all districts except the Naga Hills, and caused 29,808 
deaths against 20,817 in the previous year. The heaviest 
mortality was reported from the district of Goalpara. 
Here few of the outbreaks were reported at the time 
of occurrence. 

Foot-and-mouth disease. 5603 deaths have been re¬ 
ported from 9 districts against 5737 from 10 districts. 
It has been [previously noted that few cattle actually 
die from the disease, but the sequelae of the disease 
(poisoned and maggot-infested wounds) kill a consider¬ 
able number. 

Haemorrhagic Septicaemia. There were 6525 deaths 
reported from 9 districts; in the previous year 4245 
deaths from the same number of districts. Diagnosis 
was confirmed by microscopic examination in the dis¬ 
tricts of Cachar, Sylhet, Goalpara, Kamrup, Sibsagar, 
and Lakhimpur. 

Blaek-quarter. This disease was reported from 4 dis¬ 
tricts and caused 483 deaths; In the previous year 241 
deaths from the same number of districts were reported. 
No report of the prevalence of this disease was received 
from any of the districts during the year, and hence no 
reliance can be placed on the figures reported. 

Anthrax. 2748 deaths were reported from 9 districts. 
In the previous year 1839 deaths were reported from 8 
districts. Diagnosis was confirmed by microscopic ex¬ 
amination in the districts of Cachar, Sylhet, Goalpara, 
Kamrup, Nowgong, Darrang, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur. 

From other contagious diseases 11,187 deaths were 
reported from 10 districts against 12,073 deaths from 9 
districts in the previous year. 

Contagious diseases amongst other animals. 5243 
deaths were reported from 9 districts. In the previous 
year 2718 deaths were reported from the same number 
of districts. No information in detail is available 
regarding these diseases. 


Stipendiaries: Government. 
Class. Students. Passes. 

1 st year ... 7 5 

2 nd year ... 7 5 

3rd year ... 6 2 


Local Board. 
Students. Passes. 
2 2 

5 1 


Total ... 20 12 4 3 

There was only one private student in the 1st year 
rl n^ during 1917-18. He failed in the examination and 
was removed from the College. 


Treatment of Diseases. 

The total mortality as compared with the previous 
two years is as follows:— 



1915-16. 

1916-17. 

1917-18. 

Equines 

115 

262 

113 

Bovines 

... 41,104 

44,952 

55,354 

Others 

... 2,317 

2,718 

5,243 

Total 

... 43,536 

47,932 

60,710 


These figures are furnished by the district officers and 
have been checked by the Veterinary Assistants as far 
as possible. 

Equines.— Anthrax. There were 35 deaths reported 
from 7 districts. In the previous year 42 deaths were 
reported from 6 districts. Diagnosis was confirmed by 
microscopic examination in all districts. 

Surra. Thirteen deaths were reported from thiB dis¬ 
ease in 4 districts during the year, against 26 deaths in 
5 districts in the previous year. Diagnosis was con- 


Preventive Inoculation. 

Inoculation was undertaken in 621 outbreaks of Rin¬ 
derpest in 19 subdivisions. In these outbreaks 8956 
animals died before inoculation ; 38,295 animals were 
inoculated, of which 346 deaths were subsequently re¬ 
ported. In the previous year inoculation was under¬ 
taken in 348 outbreaks in the same number of sub¬ 
divisions. In these outbreaks 9633 animals died before 
inoculation, and 29,986 were inoculated. There were 
571 deaths reported amongst inoculated animals. 

There was thus an increase of 8309 inoculations over 
that of the previous year. 

Anthrax. 88 outbreaks of suspected Anthrax were 
reported, and the disease was definitely diagnosed by 
microscopic examination in 56 outbreaks. 

Inoculation was performed in 60 outbreaks. In these 
outbreaks 18 equines, 638 bovines, and 4 others died 
before inoculation ; 462 equines, 4504 bovines, and 184 
others were inoculated, of which 18 bovines are reported 
to have died subsequently. In the previous year inocu¬ 
lation was performed in 46 outbreaks, in which 3814 
animals were inoculated, of which 6 died subsequently 
from this disease. 

Haemorrhagic Septicaemia. 33 specimens from sus¬ 
pected cases were received at headquarters for micro¬ 
scopic examination. In 28 cases disease was confirmed. 
Inoculation was performed in 17 outbreaks in 11 sub¬ 
divisions. In these outbreaks 157 bovines and 41 
others died uninoculated, and 20 equines ; 2092 bovines 
and 147 others were inoculated, of which 5 bovines are 
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reported to have died subsequently. In the previous 
year inoculation was undertaken in 13 outbreaks, in 
which 2216 animals were inoculated. 

The total number of outbreaks where inoculation was 
undertaken during the year was 698, in which 9814 ani¬ 
mals are reported to have died before inoculation. The 
total number of animals inoculated was 45,704, of which 
369 animals died subsequently. In the previous year 
inoculation was carried out in 407 outbreaks, in which 
10184 animals died before inoculation and 36.016 ani¬ 
mals were inoculated, of which 578 subsequently died. 

Itinerant Assistants' work. 

The Assistants were 36 in number against 34 in the 
previous year. They visited 6685 villages and treated 
10,562 animals for contagious diseases and 39,156 ani¬ 
mals for non-contagious diseases. In the previous year 
6729 villages were visited, 25,593 animals were treated 
for contagious diseases and 34,912 animals were treated 
for non-contagious diseases. 

Veterinary Hospitals. 

Gauhati Veterinary Hospital. 170 equines, 634 
bovines, and 237 others were treated as in and out 
patients, making a total of 1041 against a total of 954 
in the previous year. One equine and 35 bovines were 
treated in the hospital under the Cruelty to Animals 
Act. 

Silchar Veterinary Hospital. 124 equines, 876 bovines 
and 167 others were treated in the hospital, making a 
total of 1167 against a total of 1478 in the previous year. 
The decrease is partly due to the demand for the ser¬ 
vices of Veterinary Assistants in the interior in connec¬ 
tion with outbreaks of cattle diseases and partly to the 
transfer of assistants owing to unsatisfactory work. 

Shillong Veterinary Hospital. During the year 1183 
animals were treated as in and out-patients against a 
total of 1102 in the previous year. Fourteen bullocks 
were treated in the hospital under the Cruelty to 
Animida Act. 

Subordinate Establishment. 

The strength of the subordinate staff at the beginning 
of the year was 3 Inspectors and 32 Veterinary Assist¬ 
ants. During the year 4 new graduates joined the 
department, one Assistant reverted from, and one was 
deputed to, military duty, so that at the close of the 
year the total strength was 3 Inspectors and 36 Veter¬ 
inary Assistants. 

A brief summary of the work done by Veterinary 
Inspectors, the Staff and Reserve Veterinary Assistants 
is given below :— 

Babu Satya Charan Mukherjee was in charge of 
the Dibrugarh Circle. He was on privilege leave for 
1 month and 15 days and medical leave for 11 days 
during the year. He was on tour for 194 days and 
visited and revisited 183 villages and tea estates m con¬ 
nection with enquiries and investigations of outbreaks 
of diseases and inoculation results, etc. He inspected 
the Farm bullocks at the Government Agricultural Farm 
at Jorhat, and breeding bulls and municipal bullocks in 
various places in his circle. He travelled 2552 miles by 
rail, 2776 miles by steamer and country boat, and 946 
miles by road. He inspected the work of the Assistants 
at Sibsagar, Nazira, Mariani, Dibrugahr, and Tinsukia 
4 times each ; Tezpur, Mangaldai, Jorhat, Golaghat and 
Badlipar 3 times each. Behali and North Lakhimpur 
twice each, and Kohima once. 

Babu Guru Prasanna Sen was in charge of the Silchar 
Circle throughout the year. He was on tour for 157 
days and travelled 2276 miles by rail, 1832 miles by road, 
and 382 miles by boat. He visited and revisited 116 
Tillages and tea gardens in investigation of cattle dis¬ 
ease. He inspected the work of the Assistants at Sil¬ 
char, Kaiimg&nj, Patharkanki, and Habiganj 5 times 


each; Hailakandi, Sylhet, Maulvi Bazar and Second 
Veterinary Assistant, Silchar, four times each, and 
Srimangal thrice. 

Babu Srish Chandra Ghose was in charge of the 
Gauhati Circle throughout the year, and he also held 
charge of Dibrugarh Circle during the absence on leave 
of the permanent incumbent. He was on tour for 149 
days, visited 118 villages and tea estates in connection 
with outbreaks, etc. He travelled 2990 miles by rail, 
606 miles by steamer and 1491 miles by road. 

He inspected the work of Dhubri, Bilashipara, Gau¬ 
hati, Nalbari Barpeta and Nowgong four times each; 
Goal para three times, and Shillong twice during the 
year under report. During the year he inspected the 
Upper Shillong Farm. The breeding bulls in his circle 
were inspected by him. While at headquarters he 
assisted in the Laboratory and Hospital work. 

Babu Bhudhar Chandra Chatterjee was the Staff 
Assistant during the year. He has been on privilege 
leave for three months from 16th March, 1918, Babu 
Hem Chandra Sen, Veterinary Assistant, Shillong, 
officiated in his place His duties were the same as in 
previous years—receiving, despatching, and keeping 
accounts of Sera and stock of inoculation outfits, etc., in 
assisting in the Laboratory, and attending in and out¬ 
patients at the hospital. 

The names of the following Assistants are noted for 
the interest and care they nave taken in their pro¬ 
fessional work during the year: Staff Veterinary 
Assistant Babu Bhudhar Chandra Chatteijee, Veterinary 
Assistants Babu Hem|Chandra Sen, Shillong and Maulvi 
Syed Ataul Haque, Mariani. 

General Remarks . 

The following Veterinary Inspectors are mentioned as 
having carried out their duties in a satisfactory and 
competent manner :—Babu Guru Prasanna Sen, Veter¬ 
inary Inspector, Silchar Circle, and Babu Srish Chandra 
Ghose, Veterinary Inspector, Gauhati Circle. 

There has been a further increase in the number of 
cases of Anthrax. This is not surprising considering 
the common procedure in the disposal of carcases. 
These are left often where they die, to be devoured by 
vultures and jackals, and consequently the soil becomes 
heavily infected. It cannot be too strongly stated that 
in all cases of sudden death the carcase should be buried 
deeply without skinning it or cutting it in any way. 

Tne question of sending a number of Assistants to the 
College annually for a course of post-graduate training 
will have to be considered. Most of the Assistants are 
in isolated posts where they have little or no oppor¬ 
tunity to keep their professional work up to date, and 
where they are inclined to forget much which is 
essential. 

During the year the “ Manual of Cattle-diseases ” in 
India, by Col. Walker, C.I.E., was translated into 
Assamese, and a limited number of copies were dis¬ 
tributed. 

Five Assistants from this Department are still serving 
with the Army Veterinary Corp. The Head Clerk 
and Third Clerk left temporarily to join the Military 
Accounts Department. Babu Basanta Kumar Chak- 
rabarty was placed in charge, and the work has been 
carried out efficiently and satisfactorily. 

W. Harris, 

Supt., Civil Vety. Dept., Assam. 


Why do breeders persist in calling the breed “ Holstein* 
Frieisan”? The tlolstein cattle are red-and-white, and 
of a different type altogether. The Friesian cattle de¬ 
rive their name from the Dutch province of Vriesland, 
not far from East Frisia, which is in Germany.— Live 
Stock Journal. 
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The following is from the Annual Report of the Chief 
Veterinary Officer, Board of Agriculture, for 1917. 

“During the calendar year reports were received in 
relation to 2229 suspected outbreaks, of which 423 were 
confirmed by tests for diagnosis at the Laboratory—201 
in England and 222 in Scotland. 

The number and species of animals affected were?— 
cattle 451, horses 3, sheep 3, pigs 28 : total 485, or 115 
animals per outbreaks. 

The disease occurred twice on 17 premises and 3 times 
on 4 premises. That is to say, in 25 outbreaks on 21 
premises disease may have arisen from a previous case 
in the same year. In all, 80 outbreaks (18*9 per cent.) 
occurred on premises on which anthrax was known to 
have occurred in former years. The number of premises 
on which disease occurred during the year was 398. 

With regard to the 343 outbreaks which occurred on 

f ireviously clean premises, inquiries pointed to the fol- 
owing being the probable source of origin :— 

1. Effluent from tan yards or other industrial 

undertakings getting into streams ... 2 

2. Feeding of infected carcase offal to pigs, eta 1 

3. Use of imported feeding stuffs ... 203 

4. Use of artificial manures of animal origin 

on the land ... 34 

5. Use of both imported feeding stuffs and 

artificial manures ... 49 

6. A recent death, not reported, but not im¬ 
probably anthrax ... 10 

7. No explanation obtainable ... 44 

In 26 cases the disease was found to exist in carcases 
which had reached slaughterhouses or knackers' pre¬ 
mises, and, in an additional 46 cases, the deceased ani¬ 
mals had been bled, opened, or dressed before the disease 
was diagnosed, the total number of carcases involved 
being 73. That means that, approximately, 15 per cent, 
of the animals affected with this dangerous disease were 
not reported as affected until their carcases were caught, 
,08 it were, at knackers' yards or slaughterhouses. This 
in very unsatisfactory and calls for firm action by Local 
Authorities when cases are brought to light. Eight 
human beings developed anthrax, one of whom appeared 
to have contracted the disease wnilst handling affected 
pigs with a view to examining their throats : the others 
probably became infected as a result of slaughtering 
affected animals or cutting affected carcases. 

The number of outbreaks which occurred in Scotland 
during the year was larger than the number which 
occurred in England. The incidence of disease in the 
counties of Banffshire and Aberdeenshire which has 
been previously commented upon, decreased from 40 
per cent, in 1915 to 26 per cent, in 1916, respectively, of 
the Scottish outbreaks, and Jell further during 1917 t© 
18 per cent In Scotland, Lanarkshire contributed the 
largest number of outbreaks, viz., 16 per cent, .of the 
total. ___ 

The Medical Council and General Education. 

At a meeting of the General Medical Council on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8th, at its offices, Hallam Street, W., 
Sir David MacAlister, the President, remarked upon 
the progress made by the English Board of Education 
with the elaboration of its scheme for a general school 
examination to take the place of multiple examinations 
In general education with which teachers and scholars 
have too long been burdened. The four Scottish Uni¬ 
versities had received from His Majesty in Council a 
new Ordinance which establishes a common Entrance 
Board, empowered to accept the leaving certificate of 
the Scotch Education Department as the normal qualifi¬ 


cation for admission to the universities in all faculties. 
This would liberate the Faculty of Medicine^from the 
obligation, hitherto imposed upon it by Ordinance, to 
accept a lower standard of preliminary education than 
that required for degrees in arts and science. “ I am, 
he said, “sanguine enough to believe that the so-caBed 
‘Junior' Preliminary Examinations for students of 
medicine will cease to be recognised in Scotland before 
they are extinct elsewhere.” The large and indeed em- 
barassing affluence of students much, below the age^of 
18 who were now entering the medical schools made 
the change more than ever expedient on educational 
grounds. 

He also called attention to the remarkable Memoran¬ 
dum on Medical Education in England* aridreeeed. to 
the Board of Education by Sir George Newman, setting 
forth the changes that have gradually been made in the 
duties and responsibilities of the medical practrtiooer 
with reference to public health and public administra^ 
tion, and the grounds for requiring that a corresponding 
change should be made in the manner and matter of his 
training for their fulfilment.— The Lancet . 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

Walter Ackroyd, Halifax £110 

O. 8. Broadhnrst, Capt r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

H. E. A. Charles, Lieut. r.a.v.c. 110 

H. Cooper, Lieut. r.a.y.c. 1 1 0 

W. W. Lang, Capt. R.A.V.C. 1 1 0 

F.W.H. Smith, Bd.ofAgric. (1914-18) 5 5 0 

R. J. Stordy, d.s.o. Col. R.A.V.C. 1 1 0 

C. Tracy. Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

A. J. williams, Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. 110 

A. C. Wilson* Beekhafn stead 110 

Previously acknowledged 1094 19 11 

£1109 13 11 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 

War Office, Nov. 29. 

The following are among the Decorations and medals 
awarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 
the course of the campaign. The King has given unre¬ 
stricted permission in all cases to wear the Decorations 
and medals in question :— 

Conferred by the King of Italy. 

Order of the Crown of Italy.—Officer. 

* * * * 

Lt-Col. (temp. CoL) F. W. Wilson, o.m.g., f.rjc.v.s. 


Extracts from; London Gawette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Nov. 29. 
Rboular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt A. A. Hayraan (Oct. 25). 

Nov. 30. 

Capt A. S. Lawrie relinquishes the temp, rank of M^p 
on ceasing to hold the appt of Dep. Asst Dir. of Vety. 
Serve. (Nov. 12). 
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Dec. 2. 

Capt. H. Chown is seed, for duty with Egyptian Army 
(Sept. 24). 

South African Vety. Corps. 

Dec. 3. 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their eommns. on 
ceasing to be empld. with the Union Imperial Servs.. 
and are granted the hon. rank of Capt.:—W. A. Dykins 
(Feb. 6); B. Van der Vijver (Feb. 20). 


The following officer, who was a prisoner in Turkey, has 
been released :—Capt. H. Stepnenson, M.c., r.a.v c. 


The following casualty is reported 
Died —Capt. P. Thexton, r.a.v.c. 


Flavour in Potatoes. 

The following notes appear on the leader page of the 
Dublin Farmers* Gazette. The only point which in any 
way connects up with veterinary practice is that, as with 
animals, it costs as much to rear the inferior article as it 
does to rear a good one. But just now it will appeal to 
a good many of us in view of the unsatisfactory quality 
of the table potatoes—landed on ns, it is whispered, by 
some of the “wangling” of the food supplies by the 
Government 

“At a potato show held across the Channel, a few 
weeks ago, the winning dishes in order were of the fol¬ 
lowing varietiesUp-to-date, Prolific, Arran Chief, 
Stirling Castle, and Great Scot. The result, it appears 
to us, was based solely on the appearance of the tuners, 
a method open to the serious objection, that it furnishes 
no guide to flavour. Everyone admits that the “Date” 
is about one of the freest-cropping varieties grown, and 
none more profitable for raising either to market or to 
feed stock, Dut no one can claim for it that it has any 
merit in point of flavour to be regarded as a first-rate 
table potato. We do not believe that the variety de¬ 
serves a statement that it is “unfit for human use,” but 
we are certainly strong on the point, that it is absolutely 
flavourless, and does not appeal to the taste, as the 
Champion, or some of the old favourites. The ve.dict 
of the show referred to was that Midlothian Early as a 
first crop, British Queen as a mid-season crop, and the 
Date as a main variety, were all three sorts that could 
be commended for cultivation. We give full assent to 
the claims made for the two first-named varieties, but 
as a cooker for table use, the Date is about the last we 
would turn to. 

Folks in this country are partial to a round-shaped 
potato ; kidney-shaped sorts are not liked for the late 
crop. The three essentials insisted on in a variety are, 
that it boils well and evenly, has a firm flesh which be¬ 
comes mealy when cooked, and, above all, possesses a 
distinct taste. Depth of eye, fineness of skin, colour of 
skin and flesh, and other points which are regarded as 
of importance by English growers are not given much 
heed to. 

It is surprising to what extent potatoes enter into the 
daily diet of tne people here compared with other 
countries. We are, without question, a great potato¬ 
eating people, and it is natural we should have devel 
oped a selective taste which will indicate varieties likely 
to command popular favour. It is on the table or on 
the plate ratber than on the show bench, that a variety 
amerts its merits ; if it. mss this test, it can be assured 
a place in the potato field until something better sup¬ 
plants it 


FersanaL 

Aid. T. Chambers, m.r.c.v s.. has just completed a 
very strennous year as Mayor of Dudley. In that busy 
industrial town Mr. Chambers has carried on his pro¬ 
fession for about forty years, and is well known in the 
Midlands not only rr a Veterinary Surgeon but also in 
the hunting field. He rides to the Albrighton and Al- 
brighton Woodland hounds, and some years aero was 
Master of a Local Drag Hunt. His Mayoralty of Dud¬ 
ley was a very popular one, and no Chief Magistrate of 
the ancient town has had a busier time. He had a great 
deal to do with the organisation of three very successful 
efforts for raising money for the war. The Tank 
“Julian” visited the town and well over a million 
ponnds were deposited. Then followed a big scheme in 
the shape of a Market Sale to raise money for the Local 
Prisoners of War, with the result that the remarkable 
sum of £12,000 was raised. The Market Sale was opened 
by the Duke of Connaught, and Aid. Chambers has 
very pleasant recollections of his association with His 
Roval Highness on that occasion. The third effort was 
“ Feed the Guns,” and very considerably over a million 
was invested by people of Dudley and the locality. In 
his Mayoral social duties Aid. Chambers has been 
greatly assisted by Mrs. Chambers. One of the Aider- 
man’s sons, Frank, is a Major in the R.A.V.C. Another, 
Norman, a ILieut. in the Royal Naval Division, was 
wounded at the Dardanelles, and the third, Stanley, 
also joined the colours, and met with an accident whilst 
training. Amongst other things Aid. Chambers is a 
prominent Worcestershire Freemason : and years ago 
was attached to the Yeomanry, in connection with which 
he won many prizes. 


OBITUARY. 


Thomas Cooper, m.r.c.v.s., Ribbleton, Preston. 

Graduated, Edin: April, 1873. 

Mr. Cooper died 15th November, aged 70 years. 

P. Thexton, m.r.c.v.s., Pontefract. 

L’pool: July, 1906. 

Death is reported whilst on army service. 


Thw tmtm Mr. Robert MoNm. 

Mr. McNae, of Rosemount, Maxwelltown, who was 
71 years of age, bad been in a poor state of health for a 
considerable time past. He was a native of Maxwell- 
town, and spent practically the whole of bis professional 
life in the burgh, where, in addition to carrying on a 
large and ever extending practice, h« was able to devote 
much of his ability to public affairs For over twenty- 
five years he was a member of Troqueer School B •ar'*, 
on which he rendered much valuable service, retiring 
only a year or two ago owing to the state of his health. 
He was also for many years one of the governors of 
Dumfries Savings Bank. A gentleman who stood hUh 
in his profession, of strict integrity and straight forward 
and genial disposition, he was followed in Ids retire 
ment with the good wishes of a wide circle of friend.-, 
whose respect and esteem he enjoyed, and who will 
mourn his death. Mr. McNae is survived by his widow 
and two sons and two daughters.— Scottish Farmer. 
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The outbreak of Rabies. 

A Board of Agriculture enauiry into the rabies out¬ 
break in Devon and Cornwall was held at Plymouth, 
the committee of investigation consisting of Lord 
Clinton, chairman, Mr. George Lambert, m.p., and Maj.- 
Gen. Sir David Bruce, r.a.m.c. 

At the opening of the enquiry, Lord Clinton said that 
rabies could only have got a footing in this country by 
dogs being brought into it in defiance of the safeguards 
against disease provided by the Importation of Dogs 
Regulations. 

The Chief Constable of Plymouth, in the course of his 
evidence, said that the first case came under the notice 
of the police on August 19tb, Dr. Trelawny-Ross report¬ 
ing that his dog had died under suspicious circum¬ 
stances. 

It had been denied that flying men took dogs across 
the Channel, but he was positive they did do so, and he 
thought the disease was brought to Plymouth from 
abroad. Canadians brought dogs across in the rush 
dnring the early part of the war. The public, generally, 
were conforming with the new regulations. 

Sup*. Chamings, County Police, said the earliest case 
of suspected rabies in the country area was reported on 
July 18th It was the case of a heifer at Week Farm, 
Modbury, but rabies was not confirmed. It was not 
until September 9th that a case of rabies was confirmed 
at Modbury. 

Evidence of the history of the outbreak in Cornwall’ 
as far as it could be ascertained, was given by the 


Deputy Chief Constable, Mr. Banfield, the opinion being 
that it came from Plymouth. 

Mr. Bloye, f.r.c.v.s , Plymouth, said that as far back 
as May there were some cases of dropped jaw in dogs in 
Plymouth, and these in the light of after events looked 
suspicious. 

Replying to Mr. Lambert, witness said he could give 
instances of dogs having come to Plymouth by both air 
and sea. The one which came by air he destroyed, and 
one of the tw:> which came by sea was 1 raced. 

Mr. Dunstan. m.r.c v.s., Liskeard, criticised the Orders 
issued by the Board of Agriculture in this connection, 
and asked for something more stringent. He made 
several suggestions which were noted by the Committee. 
Power to shoot stray dogs at sight was one of his pro¬ 
posals. 

Mr. R. Yeal, H.M. Customs representative, in reply to 
Lord Clinton, said that there had been a great conges¬ 
tion at the ports, and many dogs were on board ships. 
There was a possibility that some of the dogs might 
have landed without the knowledge of the Customs. 
He made a suggestion that no dog should be allowed on 
any ship without a licence. 

Naval and military representatives spoke of the way 
in which the resrriction orders were carried out at Ply¬ 
mouth. The War Office had issued to the troops abroad 
orders that no dogs were to be brought to this country. 
There had been one case of smuggling by a Canadian, and 
this was effectively followed up by the civil authorities. 

It is stated that the latest police reports show that the 
disease is showing no signs of abating at present. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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\ The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities 1 Counties aflected, animals attacked :—Essex l, Suffolk 2 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 3, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical nstruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dablin, Dec. 2, 1918 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Babies 

The report of the Board of Agriculture enquiry 
into the rabies outbreak, printed last week, con¬ 
tains nothing to surprise veterinary surgeons. It 
reveals a state of affairs which the profession 
generally believed to exist, but could not prove. It 
shows that the outbreak undoubtedly originated in 
dog-smuggling ; that specific oases (which are not 
in the least likely to be the only ones) of dogs 
illicitly brought to England both by air and by sea 
are known to have occurred, and that in con¬ 
sequence the disease has assumed formidable pro¬ 
portions in two counties. All this we. were pre¬ 
pared to hear; what concerns us now is how to 
deal with the position. The Board of Agriculture, 
though it may not he able to prevent some loss of 
human life, can be trusted to subdue the rabies 
already in the country in time; but what is to be 
done to prevent further importation of disease ? 

At the present moment, there is probably more 
danger of importing rabies than at any time during 
the war. There will certainly be still greater danger 
of this during next year. The most dangerous 
time will be when a general demobilisation begins. 
Then, unless a strict guard is kept, another re¬ 
infection of the country is almost certain. How is 
this to be prevented ? We all know what ought to 
be done ; the difficulty is how to do it effectively. 
Our existing regulations against the importation of 
rabies are sufficient, and the disease would never 
have reached us had these not been broken ; the 
point now is to prevent further infringement. 

Here the enquiry does not seem to help us much. 
One witness, a Customs official, suggested that no 
dog should be allowed on board any ship without a 
license; and this might aid in detecting dog¬ 
smuggling by $sea. We are told, too, that the 
War Office has issued orders to the troops 
abroad that no dogs are to be brought to this 
country; but how serious an offence against mili¬ 
tary discipline is an infringement of this rule held to 
be? The existing civil penalties for dog-smuggling 
are altogether insufficient; for the maximum fine 
under the Act is far too light for an offence which, 
at present may cost human lives. Our most hope¬ 
ful lines of action appear to be, (1) to instruct the 
public as far as possible as to the danger that exists, 
and, (2) to try to provide more adequate penalties 
for breaches of the regulations. The sentimentalists 
who strove so frantically to prevent us from stamp¬ 
ing out rabies at the end of last century may again 
become very audible, and it is probably useless to 
argue with such people; but the recital of the his¬ 
tory of our anti -rabies legislation should save the 
bulk of the nation from being misled by them. 


An appbeaoiation of the A.V.S. 

In a Supplement to the London Gazette dated 
22nd November, 1918, His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India describes the work that 
has been carried on in India during the first three 
years of the War. Among other points, he calls 
attention to excellent work that has been done by 
the old Volunteer Force which has been reorganised 
into the Indian Defence Force. Amongst the eight 
names of this Force that he specially mentions for 
good services, we note that no less than three are 
members of the Indian Civil Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment ; these officers are commanding three of the 
most important mounted units of the force. This 
large proportion of “mentions*’ is striking evidence 
of the capability of our members in filling positions 
which are outside their professional duties. All 
three officers were members of the Army Veterinary 
Department before joining the Indian Civil Veter¬ 
inary Department. 

A Suggested Agency. 

The resolution of the Royal Counties Association 
which appears on p. 196 of this issue, suggests an 
entirely new departure. That ability to find at 
once, and with a minimum of trouble and expense, 
an assistant whose character and capability are 
guaranteed by the Counoil R.C.V.S., would, with¬ 
out question, be advantageous to many practi¬ 
tioners. Similarly, to the home coming junior, 
who is seeking such a position, to be at once placed 
with a capable, courteous practitioner, who is will¬ 
ing to pay the increased salary which present—and 
immediate future conditions demand, is a council 
as near perfection as is humanly possible. There 
are two views on the question which will require 
consideration before any definite step is taken in 
the matter. First there is the ability of the 
machinery at Red Lion Square to deal with addi¬ 
tional work of this sort. It is — or should be, com¬ 
mon knowledge that the stress of the last four years 
has increased the work there enormously—it is now 
as much as two men can handle effectively. An 
agency of the kind suggested—even as a temporary 
measure—would require a good deal of time and 
attention, and, without foreknowledge, would mean 
the collection and classification of information from 
all over the country : and it would entail a certain 
amount of unpopularity—if the work be done con¬ 
scientiously. If it is to be a matter of labelling 
merely, the work would be less—and of less value 
to the men concerned. 

Another matter for consideration is the present 
means of intercommunication between practitioners 
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and assistants. Under war conditions, many men 
have been glad to employ unqualified assistants who 
in other days would have none of them. A fair 
proportion of these men are “ worth their salt ” as 
assistants—some of them are practically never out 
of employment. But amongst them, as, indeed, 
amopg qualified assistants, there is considerable 
variety in character and in capacity. The channels 
by whioh demand and supply are transacted are 
various. Not a little is done by representatives of 
wholesale houses, who are in constant touch with 
the men. There are also established agencies, and 
there is frequently intercommunication between 
the men themselves. In either of these ways a 
certain amount of information is available which 
tends to the avoidance of “ misfits.” 

The establishment of an agency at Red Lion 
Square will necessitate the building up of a card 
index on the usual lines, such as those in use in 
Trade protection” offices. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Dermo-epidermic Skin-grafting in the Horse. 

Leveneu, in 1917, reported an instructive case of 
this operation to the Central Society of Veterinary 
Medicine. The subject was a horse suffering from 
a large wound, irregularly triangular in shape, situ¬ 
ated between the point of the right haunch and the 
hip joint. This wound was 20 centimetres long, 8 
centimetres wide at its widest part, and an average 
of 35 centimetres elsewhere. This represented an 
ample wound surface, with considerable loss of sub¬ 
stance. Although the wound had undergone various 
treatments for two months, it showed no tendency 
to cicatrise. 

A skin-grafting operation was performed on 
August 3rd. Nine pieces of skin, taken from the 
thin skin of the flank on the same side, were grafted 
upon the wound by the following technique. The 
region from which the grafts wore to be taken was 
shaved, and it and the wound were washed with 
ether. The first excavation, of from 8 to 11 milli¬ 
metres in diameter, was then made with the knife 
between the fleshy granulations of the wound sur- 
surface, its edges being formed by these granula¬ 
tions and its base by the aponeurotic or muscular 
surface of the wound. A skin graft, taken with a 
sharp knife and tooth forceps, was immediately 
deposited in this excavation, in which the blood wai 
accumulating. This graft was from 6 to 8 milli¬ 
metres in diameter, and was dermo-epidermic, being 
composed of epidermis and the major portion of the 
dermis. It was cut transversely to the dermis, and 
was bleeding when deposited in the excavation, as 
was also the latter. Once deposited in the excava¬ 
tion, the graft became fixed there by blood coagu¬ 
lation. 

When all the nine grafts had been thus inserted, 
the wound was carefully covered with an aseptic 
protective covering, which was fixed to the skin 


with collodion. This was removed eight times 
during the following month ; and at each removal 
the wound was cleansed with compresses of sterile 
gauze soaked in warm sodium chloride solution of 
5*75 per 1000 in strength, and a new and similar 
protective dressing was applied. At each removal 
a progressive diminution of the wound surface was 
observed, and finally, on September 3rd, the epi¬ 
dermal repair was complete. 

By skin grafting Leveneu thus obtained (1) the 
cicatrisation in 30 days of a wound which, for the 
two months preceding the operation, had shown 
itself absolutely refractory to treatment, and (2) a 
cicatrix whioh was flexible, and not adherent to the 
subjacent parts..— {Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuarias). 

A case of Trichinosis in the Cat. 

Some years ago Ciurea reported a case of exten¬ 
sive trichinosis observed in Roumania in a cat four¬ 
teen years old. The animal was destroyed to 
prosecute parasitological investigations. The ex¬ 
ternal surfaces of the superficial muscles presented 
numerous small whitish punctiform plates, situated 
between the muscular fasciculi, and some five milli¬ 
metres distant from each other. They were per¬ 
fectly visible to the naked eye, chiefly on account 
of the extreme thinness of the animal. The pillars 
of the diaphragm and the muscles of the thoracic 
and abdominal walls, on their internal aspects, pre¬ 
sented the same alterations, which were also found 
in the depths of the different muscular masses. 
The viscera showed no lesions. 

Microscopical examination showed that these 
formations, which at first were taken for sarco- 
sporidia, were in faot encysted muscular trichinae, 
their enveloping membranes were not yet com¬ 
pletely calcified, and living larval trichinae could be 
demonstrated. 

It appeared that the oat, when young, had been 
an excellent ratter. It had probably, therefore, 
become infected through eating the flesh of 
trichinous rats.— {Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuarias). 

[There is not much in the literature concerning 
trichinosis in the cat; and this animal is not re¬ 
garded as being very susceptible to infection.— 
Transl .] 

The Ceruminous Glands of the Pig and Cat. 

A. Mensa, having studied the ceruminous glands 
of the auditory passages in the pig and cat, com¬ 
municated his results to the Archivio Scientificodi 
Medicina Veter inaria in 1914. The ceruminous 
glands are of two kinds, viz. % (1) the tubular, whioh 
are analagous to the sudoriparous glands of the 
common integument, but adapted to the production 
of different material, and (2) the clustered glands, 
analagous to the cutaneous sebaceous glands, and 
with the same histological constitution. The 
numerical relation of the two varieties of glands 
varies according to the species of animal. 

The tubular glands are absent in some of the 
mammalia: but both varieties are encountered in 
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the oat and the pig. In the oat they are in almost 
equal proportions, exoept as regards the size of 
elements. In the pig there is an evident numerioal 
disproportion, the sebaceous glands being distinctly 
the more numerous, 

For this reason, a uniformity of relations 'is ob¬ 
served in the oat which does not exist in the pig. 
The author finds that the glands in the oat are in 
corresponding series, the sebaceous glands being 
superposed to the tubular ones: one group of tubular 
glands corresponds to every group of sebaceous 
glands, and their relations of contiguity do not vary 
throughout. In a few instances there are excep¬ 
tions to this rule, from absence or a lesser number 
of the tubular glands, 

The sebaceous glands are always very well de¬ 
veloped in the cat. The disposition of these glands 
corresponds to that of the analogous cutaneous 
glands. The tubular glands are of great extent and 
very ample. Their excretory canals, according to 
Lunghetti, constantly open into the hair follicles. 
Mensa, however, believes that in the majority of 
instances they open on the cutaneous surface, and 
less frequently in the hair follicles. 

The characters described as pertaining to the oeru- 
minous glands in the cat are also of general appli¬ 
cation to the glands in the pig; but there are some 
exceptions. In summarising these, Mensa says 
that the glands in the pig are very inferior to those 
of the cat in the number and in the extension 
of the glandular groups: nor are the glandular ele¬ 
ments so well developed. The tubular glands in 
the pig are of less ample lumen and are less deeply 
situated than in the cat, in which animal they 
occupy the hypodermic connective zone bordering 
upon the perichondrium. In the pig, the presence 
of an adipose zone behind the tubular glands is 
noticed. In the pig, even more frequently than in 
the oat, the tubular glands open freely on the 
cutaneous surface. 

The very debateable question of the genesis of 
the cerumen is connected with the existence of 
these two varieties of glands in the auditory pas¬ 
sage. Mensa thinks that the sebaceous glands dis¬ 
charge the protective function of the passage and 
of the tympanic membrane, while the other glands 
only produce the yellow-grey pigment which im¬ 
parts the colour to the cerumen, and also a liquid 
secretion which keeps the area of the external 
passage humid .—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuartas). 


SWINE FEVER. 

[The following is the report of the Chief Vet. Officer 
B. 6f A. The brief note which we printed earlier (Oct. 
26) is a summary of the information, but it is thought 
that many practitioners may prefer to have an oppor¬ 
tunity to review the fuller evidence contained in the 
report.] 

The number of suspected outbreaks reported in the 
statistical year 1917 was 10,261, and the number con¬ 
firmed by combined inouiry in the field and at the 
Laboratory was 2104. This is a decrease of 2227 as 
compared with 1916. 


The introduction of serum treatment and the organ¬ 
isation for its application as a policy were dealt with in 
the Annual Reports for 1915 and 1916. 

A further report on the results of treatment is now 
submitted based upon records compiled by the Veter¬ 
inary Department. The period extends from October, 
1916, to Sept. 1917. 

Certain records were also made of the outbreaks 
which occurred in the same period but in which serum 
was not administered, and the results in the serum and 
non serum outbreaks, respectively are compared. 

The number of outbreaks confirmed in the second 
twelve months of the serum treatment was 2531. Serum 
I treatment was accepted in 1147 cases. Owners declined 
the treatment in 263. They preferred to slaughter for 
food immediately all healthy pigs in 322 instances. 
Conditions were unsuitable for treatment in 564 cases. 
No pigs remained alive on the premises for treatment 
at the completion of diagnosis in 220 outbreaks. Treat¬ 
ment was not offered in 15 cases. 

The proportion of suitable cases (i.e., cases in which 
I it was not certain that infection had already spread to 
all the pigs) in which serum treatment was accepted was 
80 5 per cent. 

The total number of pigs involved in the 1147 serum 
l cases was 42,504, an average of 37 pigs per herd, of 
which 312 per cent, died of swine fever, T *2 per cent, 
died of other causes, 25*7 per cent, were killed for food, 
and 41*9 per cent, were freed at the end of the outbreak. 

The 42,504 pigs consisted of 35,882 original stock, 676 
moved on, and 5946 born during isolation. Of the 
original stock, 3553 (9 9 per cent.) were dead of the dis¬ 
ease, and 713 (2 per cent.) were killed for food before 
treatment was adopted, the remaining 31,616 (88*1 per 
cent.) being isolated. In the previous year 1*3 per cent, 
fewer pigs were dead or were killed for diagnosis, but 
under the procedure then in force, and which ceased dur¬ 
ing the period, the Board slaughtered with compensation 
4351 pigs (6*5 per cent.) i.e., 15*1 per cent, of the stock had 
been disposed of by death or slaughter before treatment 
began in the previous year, compared with 9*9 per cent, 
lor the period under review, when 6 per cent, more of 
the pigs were isolated. During isolation the number of 
pigs was increased 18 per cent, by birth and 2*1 per cent, 
by pigs being moved on to the infected premises, bring¬ 
ing the total number of pigs involved during isolation 
to 38,238, of which 24,952 (65*2 per cent^) were treated 
with serum, 8599 (22*5 per cent.) apparently healthy 
pigs were not treated for various reasons, and 4687 (12*3 
per cent.) were already affected with swine fever. 

Considered as a whole, the disposal of the pigs in¬ 
volved during isolation was as follows : 25*4 per cent, 
died of swine fever, 1*4 percent, died from other causes, 
26*6 per cent, were slaughtered for food, and 46*6 per 
cent, were freed. 

The 38,238 pigs involved during isolation were com¬ 
posed of: (a) 3213 breeding pigs (8*4 per cent.) of which 
436 (13 6 per cent.) died of swine fever, 11 (*3 per cent) 
died of other causes, 804 (25 per cent.) were killed for 
food, and 1962 (61*1 per cent.) were freed; (6) 23,974 
fatting pigs and stores (62*7 per cent.), of which 6479 
(27 per cent.) died of swine fever, 165 (*7 per cent.) died 
of other causes, 8503 (35*5 per cent.) were killed for food, 
and 8827 (36 8 per cent.) were freed ; (c) 11,051 suckers 
(28*9 per cent.), of which 2774 (25 per cent.) died of 
swine fever, 366 (3*3 per cent.) died of other causes, 877 
(8 per cent.) were killed for food and 7034 (63*7 per cent.) 
were freed. 

The following information has also been derived from 
records kept during the same period in connection with 
the 1384 outbreaks in which serum treatment was not 
applied. The total number of pigs involved in these 
outbreaks was 23,452, an average of 17 pigs per herd, of 
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which 10,121 (43*1 per cent) died of swine fever, 9292 
(39*6 per cent.) were killed for food, and 4039 (17*3 per 
cent) were freed. These figures show increases of 11*9 
per cent, and 13*9 per cent, in the death-rate and pigs 
killed for food respectively, and a decrease of 24*6 per 
cent, in the pigs freed, as compared with the figures for 
the serum-treated outbreaks. As the pigs known to 
have died from causes other than swine fever is less than 
*2 per cent, they have been included in the deaths from 
swine fever throughout the non-serum outbreaks. Of 
the 23,452 pigs, 21,585 were original stock, 1515 were 
bom and 352 were moved on. Of the original stock 
3674 (17 per cent.) died or were killed for diagnosis, and 
364 (1.7 per cent.) were killed for food before isolation, 
the remaining 17,547 (81 *3 per cent.) being isolated. The 
originally isolated stock was increased 8*6 per cent, by 
births (18 per cent, in serum outbreaks) and 2 per cent, 
by pirn being moved on, a total of 19,414 pigs being in¬ 
volved during isolation. Of these, 6447 (33*2 per cent.) 
died, 8928(46 per cent.) were killed for food, and 4039 
(20*8 per cent.) were freed. The records for this class of 
outbreak show that of the originally isolated stock 5639 
(32*1 per cent.) were slaughtered for food during the 
first ten days of isolation in the non-serum outbreaks. 
The importance of this is that the death-rate from swine 
fever, though high, was kept down by slaughtering and 
salving the pigs exposed to infection, a useful method if 
the pigs are ripe and not breeding stock. It would 
appear also from the observations that a large number 
of affected pigs were killed for food. The 19,414 pigs 
involved during isolation comprised 1386 breeding pigs 
(7*2 per cent.) 14,787 fatting and stores (76*1 per cent.) 
and 3241 suckers (16 7 per cent.). 

The proportion of breeding stock involved in untreated 
outbreaks was 1*2 per cent, less than in the serum out¬ 
breaks, and the pigs were accounted for thus:—Died 
304 (21*9 per cent.), killed for food 609 (43*9 per cent.), 
freed 473 (34*2 per cent.), as compared with the breeding 
stock in serum outbreaks, there were increases of 8 3 
r cent, and 18*9 per cent in the death-rate and num- 
r of pigs killed for food respectively, and a decrease 
of 26*9 per cent, in the pigs freed. 

The fatting of stores, which numbered 14,787, consti¬ 
tuted a higher proportion of the isolated stock by 13*4 
per cent, than m the serum outbreaks * 4656 (31*5 per 
cent.) died, 7937 (53*7 per cent.) were killed for food, 
and 2194 (14*8 per cent.) were freed. These figures, 
compared with tne results in the serum outbreaks, are 
4*5 per cent, and 18*2 per cent higher as regards the 
deatn-rato and the number of pigs killed for food re¬ 
spectively, and lower by 22 per cent, as regards pigs 
freed. 

Compared with the serum outbreaks, the proportion 
of suckers which, in untreated outbreaks numbered 
3241, wa9 12*2 per cent lower. These pigs were dis¬ 
posed of as follows :—By death 1487 (45 9 per cent.), by 
slaughter for food 382 (11*8 per cent.), by freedom 1372 
(42*3 per cent.) These percentages are 20*9 and 3*8 per 
cent higher as regards the death-rate and the number 
of pigs Killed for food respectively, and 21*4 lower as 
regards the freed pigs in comparison with the serum 
outbreaks. 

For convenience, suckers have been referred to under 
that title throughout this report, but all were not 
actually “suckers’ 1 throughout the isolation period. 


Scene: A Court in a Western State, U.S.A. 

Prosecuting Attorney: u Your honour, that bull-pup 
of yours has chawed up the court Bible.” 

Magistrate: “Well, make the witness kiss the bull- 
pup, then. We can’t adjourn the court for a week jess 
to hunt up a new Bible.” 


ROYAL COUNTIES 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

[National V.M.A.—Southern Branch.] 

At the meeting on Friday last of the Royal Counties 
V.M.A., the President, Mr. J. Willett, proposed: “That 
the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
agree tnat a resolution should be forwarded to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons urging upon them 
the advisability of keeping a Register of Practices for 
Sale, Assistants wanting situations, also vacancies for 
assistants, whereby those members returning to civil 
life from the Army may have the opportunity of being 
placed in suitable employment, and that a small charge 
be made to cover expenses.” 

This resolution was unanimously agreed to by the 
members. 

Dec. 11. G. P. Male, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


Annual Report of the Veterinary Department, 

British East Africa, for the year ending 

31st March, 1918. [Abridged]. 

The following constituted the staff of the Veterinary 
Department during the year 1916-17 :— 

Chief Vety. Officer — R. J. Stordy. 

Dep. Chief Vety. Officer — W. Kennedy. \ 

Vety. Pathologist —R. E. Montgomery. 

Vety. Officers —R. Edmondson, H. Brassey Edwards, 

F. J. McCall, O. Dixon, R. C. Wheeler, W. W. Hendersom 

G. N. Hall, F. J. S. Sheedy, A. W. Carter, T. c! 
Bradshaw, M. H. Reid. 

Assist. Vety. Pathologist —W. Kearney. 

Indian V. Assists. —Ghulam Hassan Shah, Khalilur 
Rahman Khan, Mohamed Ramzan. 

A Permit Officer, two Clerks, three Live Stock 
Inspectors. 

Diseases of Cattle 

East Coast Fever. Owingto the spread of East Coast 
Fever on the Uasin Gishu Plateau and the absence of 
many of the Settlers on active service, it has become 
necessary to modify the quarantine regulations in that 
district. 

New rules are being drafted on this subject and it is 
hoped to publish these early next year. 

The returns of the Government Analyst show that 
over one hundred dipping tanks are now in use. With 
the exception of a tana built by the military authorities 
at Athi River, no Government dipping tanks were 
erected during the year. 

Considerable losses among cattle drawn from the 
Kitui district have occurred through the animals having 
to pass through the heavily infected area of Machakos 
on their way to Nairobi. The erection of a dipping tank 
in the neighbourhood of Machakos should considerably 
reduce this mortality. 

The attention of all stock owners is again directed to 
the necessity of keeping careful records of the contents 
of dipping tanks, as several cases have come under 
notice, where, owing to want of proper supervision, the 
dipping fluids sent for analysis have shown enormous 
variations in strength. In the majoriety of these cases 
the trouble has been traceable to surface water gaining 
access to the tanks or to serious miscalculations in esti¬ 
mating the quantity of dip to be added. 

The number of cattle, the property of Settlers, admitted 
to the East Coast Fever Testing area at Kamiti during 
the year was 264. The number of deaths was seven. 

Dipping rules have been published which permit of 
freer cattle movement in the settled areas of the Pro¬ 
tectorate than has been possible in the past. 
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During the year 984 dip samples were analysed as 
compared with 650 in 1915 and 480 in 1914. 

The results of the analyses are as follows :— 

Within 10% of correct strength percent 58*8 
11 to 20% above or below strength 22 3 

Over 20 % above or below strength 18*9 

Trypanosomiasis. The quarantine on the Thika dis¬ 
trict established in 1915, has now been confined to two 
farms. The measures adopted in dealing with this out¬ 
break were briefly as follows:—“All infected farms were 
quarantined ; microscopical examinations of the blood 
of all cattle in the area were carried out periodically; all 
infected animals were slaughtered and tne owners were 
paid compensation/' The number of animals found to 
be infected and destroyed was 249. 

The trypanosomes found were of the Vivax and 
Dimorphon varieties, and the tsetse flies caught were 
Glossina brevipalpis, G. longipenis, and G. pallid i pea. 
Only one specimen of each was found in lA years. 

The bulk of the evidence goes to prove that infection 
in most cases occurred through the medium of tsetse 
flies in the neighbourhood of Ithanga Hills or at tha 
outspan on the JSaba-saba River on the Fort Hall road ; 
but infected animals were found on a few farms where 
infection apparently could only have occurred between 
these farms and Thika Railway Station—a route which 
is tsetse-fly-free. Stomoxys may have been the trans¬ 
mitting agents in these cases. 

Anthra^c. Only a few outbreaks came under notice 
in the settled areas during the year. These occurred in 
the Nairobi and Kisumu districts. 

Pleuro-jmeumonia has spread considerably in the 
Masai Reserve and two outbreaks have occurred on 
Europeans’ farms. 

The spread of the disease in the Reserve has resulted 
from the movement of large numbers of slaughter oxen 
purchased for the Military authorities, and one out¬ 
break on a European’s farm was traceable to the same 
source. The other outbreak was apparently traceable 
to the introduction of cattle brought from a farm 
adjacent to the Masai boundary. 

Infected animals were found in the vicinity of Ngong 
Station, and as these cases were a menace to the Euro¬ 
pea n-owned cattle in the neighbourhood, it was decided 
to slaughter off the infected animals and all in-contacts. 
The same procedure was adopted in the cases of the 
outbreaks on European farms. 

Veterinary surveys are being carried out in the Masai 
Reserve with a view to ascertaining the extent and dis¬ 
tribution of the disease, and when these are completed, it 
is proposed to form quarantine camps and carry out in¬ 
oculations. These operrtions will require a large staff, 
and it is doubtful if much can be done until the cessa¬ 
tion of hostilities. Precautions have been taken to 
prevent the further spread of the disease from the 
Reserve by prohibiting the movement of cattle there¬ 
from. 

Pleuro pneumonia has been very successfully dealt 
with in tne Bechuanaland Protectorate and the Chief 
Veterinary Officer of that Protectorate (Mr. W. H. 
Chase) has been good enough to supply full details of 
the methods adopted there. These details will be of 
great assistance in dealing with the disease in the Masai 
Reserve, when a staff is available. 

Contagious Abortion of Cattle. A circular was issued 
by the Veterinary Department in January to all Far¬ 
mers’ Associations with a view to ascertaining the 
extent and distribution of contagious abortion. The 
information obtained in reply to this [circular has 
proved of considerable value. It appears certain that 
this disease is widespread in most of the native reserves 
of the Protectorate and has been known to the natives 
for generations past. Although the disease usually pur¬ 
sues a mild course in native cattle, stockowners are 


again warned of the serious results which are likely to 
follow if it is introduced amongst grade stock. 

A pamphlet on this disease was issued by the Veter¬ 
inary Department towards the end of the year and it is 
hoped that the information and advice contained therein 
will material assist stoekowners in preventing or eradi¬ 
cating the disease. 

Rinderpest. During the year outbreaks of this dis¬ 
ease have occurred in 13 districts. 

When the staff was available the disease was sup¬ 
pressed by the double inoculation method. In February 
the settlers' and certain squatters’ cattle were double 
inoculated in the Lumbwa, Muhoroni, Fort Ternan and 
Songhor districts. In all, 7917 cattle were inoculated, in¬ 
cluding 2450 squatters' cattle. The deaths numbered 172, 
of these 29 deaths are reported to have been due to Ana- 
plasmosis, 9 to Red water and the remainder to Rinder¬ 
pest. In many instances the squatters on the farms in 
these districts refused to have tneir cattle inoculated. 

During the early part of the year several outbreaks of 
rinderpest occurred in the Nakuru district which were 
promptly eradicated by the use of serum. Two months 
later a second outbreak occurred which was dealt with 
in a similar manner. Three months later four outbreaks 
occurred simultaneously at distances of fifteen miles 
apart 

There is abundant evidence to show that this out¬ 
break was directly due to the game, as buffalo, eland, 
reedbuck, and bush buck were all found dead of this 
disease. It was decided to undertake double inocula¬ 
tion of the whole district, and I am glad ro report that 
the measures taken were most effective and that the 
disease disappeared entirely after the inoculation. 
Approximately 14,500 cattle were inoculated with the 
simultaneous method of blood and serum and 12,000 
in addition received serum only. 

Great difficulty was experienced in ascertaining the 

recise losses in connection with the double inoculation 

ut the Veterinary Officer in charge reports that deaths 
directly due to double inoculation were | per cent, and 
2 per cent, of animals aborted. 

An outbreak at Ravine in native cattle was eradicated 
by serum inoculation and 2256 cattle were inoculated. 

The Civil Authorities of the Union of South Africa 
were notified of the spread of rinderpest in German 
East Africa towards the northern borders of Rhodesia. 

The Veterinary Laboratory at Kabete have made the 
following issues of anti-rinderpest serum during the 
year 

Civil 
Military 
Nyassaland 
(On hand) 

Total 


Serum manufactured during the year 266,096 doses. 
Balance on hand from last year 131,506 „ 


Total ... 397,602 

BlacJcquarter. Outbreaks in cattle were reported 
during the year at Elmenteita, Nakuru, Muhoroni. 
Gilgil, and in Native Reserves at Nyeri, Meru, ana 
Machakos. 

At the Government Farm, Kabete, 721 cattle were 
vaccinated without mortality. 

Equines. 

EjnzooticLymphangitis. Several cases occurred in and 
around Nairobi, and one case at Fort Hall. Treatment 
with Potassium iodide has proved successful in many 
cases, but owing to the war the cost of this drug has 


104,098 doses. 
215,000 „ 

30,240 ,. 

_(47,762 „) 

397,602 „ 
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greatly increased with the result that, in many cases, 
the treatment is not carried on for a sufficient length of 
time to ensure a cure. 

Ulcerative Lymphangitis. Cases have frequently come 
under notice throughout the Protectorate. 

Although the causal organism is ubiquitous and the dis¬ 
ease was in consequence deleted from the list of notifiable 
diseases under tne Diseases of Animals Ordinance, it 
was found that, as soon as the quarantine restrictions 
were relaxed, many owners of horses and mules ceased 
to treat infected animals with the result that many ani, 
mals were found in work with discharging sores all over 
their bodies. These animals were considered to be a 
Source of danger to healthy animals, so it has been de¬ 
cided to make this disease notifiiable once more. 

Horse Sickness. The past year has been a particu¬ 
larly bad one for horse sickness, and districts hitherto 
known to be free from this disease have been visited by 
the epizootic. 

Sheep and Goat. As in former years the principal 
diseases of the sheep and goat which came under notice 
were Sheep and Goat Scab, Nairobi Sheep Disease, con¬ 
tagious foot rot, verminous gastro-enteritis, and con¬ 
tagious plauro-pneumonia of the goat. 

Owing to the difficulty experienced by many sheep 
farmers in eradicating sheep scab from their flocks a 
pamphlet on sheep dipping and the eradication of sheep 
scab has been written and will be published early next 
year by the Veterinary Department. 

Meat Inspection. The following are the Nairobi 
Slaughtethouse returns for the past financial year, to¬ 
gether with the three preceding years :— 




Bullocks. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

1917-18 

Slaughtered 

3014 

23,390 

540 


Condemned 

74 

84 

nil 

1914-15 

Slaughtered 

2291 

35,332 

160 

1915-16 

» 

4749 

30,965 

337 

1916-17 

»» 

3014 

23,390 

540 


A new slaughter-house for pigs has been erected dur¬ 
ing the year and the inspection of pigs is much more 
satisfactory. 

Trade Stock. During the year no outbreaks of dis¬ 
ease were noticed ‘among the ‘ trade stock arriving at 
Bumuruti from Northern Frontier District, Boran, 
Somaliland and Abyssinia. The following statistics are 
given of animals passing through the quarantine:— 
Cattle 3358, Sheep and goats 405, Horses 211, Mules 701. 

The revenue collected from inoculation fees was 
Bs. 9323. 

The figures show a great decrease compared with 
1915-16 in cattle, sheep and goats, but an increase in 
horses and mules. 

Fort Terrain Quarantine Boma. During the year 
5062 trade cattle from Uganda and the Native Reserves 
bordering Lake Nyanza, and 5838 military oxen passed 
through the quarantine boma. All these cattle were 
double inoculated against rinderpest. 

400 cattle were inoculated against blackquarter and 
1500 oxen were dipped. 

The revenue accruing from inoculation and dipping 
fees and sale of serum, etc., was Rs. 5253/10. 

The number of brands registered under the Registra¬ 
tion of Brands Ordinance during the year 1916-17 was 
36 : transferred 2 : cancelled 1. 

The Permit System. 

Under the Diserses of Animals Dipping Buies (1916\ 
permits will be granted for cattle which have been dippea 
foJ a period of two months at three-day intervals m a 
standardised dipping fluid to move from an East Coast 
Fever infected area to a clean area, provided that the 
aniinals can enter the clean area within 72 hours of their 
last dipping.' 


Permit Issuers will, before granting such permita, 
ascertain from the District Veterinary Officer or from 
the Chief Veterinary Officer, Nairobi, if the dipping 
fluid used for the dipping of the cattle has been regu¬ 
larly tested and kept at standard strength. 

The thanks of the Department are due to those 
gentlemen who have acted as Permit Issuers during 
the year. 

During the year under review practically the whole 
Veterinary Staff was employed on military duty but, as 
opportunity offered, every endeavour was made to deal 
with outbreaks of contagious diseases. 

B. «T. Stordy, Chief Vety. Officer. 


The Life-Histories of the Lower Bacteria. 

The following contribution to the question of the 
mutations of bacteria appeared in a letter to the Editor 
of The Lancet some months ago. 

“The morphological modifications which appear in 
B. typhosus and some other bacteria, when subjected to 
to particular environments, were studied by W. Murray 
ana myself in 1902 and 1903 in the Gordon Laboratory 
of Experimental Pathology at Guy’s Hospital, and I 
continued to give a good deal of attention to the subject 
here during several subsequent years. I am familiar 
with the ‘aberrant ’ forms described by Dr. Hort. In a 
short paper published in this Journal (July, 1904), 
Murray and I drew particular attention to the following 
forms among those which we had noted : (1) Long un¬ 
segmented filaments, (2) filaments with segmentation at 
at one end or in some part of their length, (3) beaded 
forms (presenting deeply staining beads at intervals 
along tneir length), (41 coccoid forms, (5) giant forms, 
(6) felted networks of filaments, (7) branching filaments. 

Somewhat similar results were obtained (with 
B. typhosus and Vib. cholerae) by quite different 
methods by Professor Almquist of Stockholm, who pub¬ 
lished, in the same year, an account of them. 

Murray and I concluded our own description with the 
following statement:— 

‘We are not at present prepared to estimate the 
precise importance of the foregoing observations . . . 
But we conclude that the form in which we ordinarily 
see the Bacillus typhosus and some ptber bacteria in the 
laboratory is net the only form in which they may 
appear. Perhaps it may not even be the form in which 
{ by preference they exist as saprophytes. Further ex¬ 
periments which are now in progress suggest the possi¬ 
bility of an unsuspected complexity in the life-history 
of these micro-organisms . . / 

Some of the results of my further experiments were 
demonstrated in the Pathological Museum of the Oxford 
meeting of the Association in the summer of 1904, in¬ 
cluding appearances suggestive of “ budding,” oval and 
spherical forms, and the presence of tiny highly motile 
forms which I called ‘ dots.’ But I have hitherto been 
j unable to convince myself that I had evidence of a com¬ 
plete life-history, or to find a satisfactory method of 
securing permanent and demonstrable preparations of 
certain phases. Of this, however, I am certain : that 
any one who is interested in the matter can easily 
obtain filamentous forms of B. typhosus (and some other 
members of the typhoid-colon group) which show branch¬ 
ing and the formation of lateral buds, by following the 
methods which Murray and I employed. I have 
repeated the experiment successfully since the appear¬ 
ance of Dr. Hort’s important paper, and it seems proba¬ 
ble that what I called * dots ’ m 1904 may correspond to 
his filter-passing forms. 
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May one venture to dissent from the view expressed 
in your leading article, which seems to regard tne evi¬ 
dence for the existence in this group of bacteria of forms 
small enough to pass through a piece of porcelain as of 
neater ultimate importance in pathology than would 
be the complete elucidation of their general morphology] 
Such a view is not only open to misinterpretation as a 
disparagement of a great part of Dr. Hort’s work, but it 
seems to stand in striking conflict with the Euclidean 
doctrine tha£ of necessity “ the whole is greater than its 
part.”—I am, et., 

Oxford, May 29. E. W. Ainley Walker. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs, to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

H. J. Axe, D.B.o. Lt.-Col. late r.a.v.c. £10 0 
A. F. Castle, Capt. r.a.v.c. 110 

Robt. Daubney, Capt. r.a.v.o. (1918-19) 2 2 0 
L. E Prichard, Lt. r.a.v.c. (1918-22) 5 5 0 

Previously acknowledged 1109 13 11 


£1119 1 11 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts froth London Gazette, 

War Office, Whitehall, Dec. 6. 

Regular Forges. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. E. J. Bumdred, m.c., to be actg. Maj. whilst 
holding the appt. of Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Serve. 
(Oct. 12). 

Pec. 7. 

Maj. M. St. G. Glasse relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of Asst. Dir. of 
Vety. Servs. (Aug. 30). 

Temp. Capt. S. E. Robson relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Capt. (Dec. 8). 

Dec. 9. 

The notifications in Gazette , July 13, regarding Capt. T. 
Bone are cancelled. 

Dec. 11. 

To be temp. Lfeuts.:—W. D. MacCormack (Oct. 14); 
T. L. Dunn (Oct. 18); B. I. Love (Oct. 24). 

Dir. of Vet. Servs.—Col. F. Eassie, c.m.g., d.s.o., from 
Dep. Dir. of Vety. Servs., and to be temp. Brig.-Gen. 
(without the pay or allowances of that rank) while so 
employed (Oct. 12). 


The following casualty is reported 
Wounded —Capt. N. V. James, r.a.v.c., attd. r.f.a. 


Extract from Sixth Supplement to The London Gazette 
War Office, Whitehall, Nov. 26. 

The following despatch from His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief in India on the work of the Army 
in India and of the Civil Departments of the Govern¬ 
ment of India and of Civilians in connection with the 
War has been received from the Government of India : 
* * * * 


9 . At the outbreak of war, several Volunteer units 
undertook to replace or supplement, for as long as 
might be necessary, the Regulars in certain garrisons, 
in which employment they, rendered excellent service. 
The Volunteer Force, as formerly constituted, has since 
ceased to exist and has been reorganised as the Indian 
Defence Force. The passing of the Indian Defence 
Force Act in 1917, rendered military training compulsory 
for all European British subjects in India between the 
ages of 16 and 50, thus bringing their military obliga¬ 
tions m^re into line with those required of their fellow 
citizens in other portions of the Empire. These increased 
obligations have been accepted in a soldierly and patri¬ 
otic spirit, and officers and men have spared no effort to 
improve their military training. The efforts made to 
develop and improve this force have been attended with 
success and, though only recently constituted, it has 
attained considerable efficiency. 

16. A list of those whose services have been of parti¬ 
cular value, and whose assistance and work I desire to 
bring specially to notice, forms the subject of Appendix 
I. of this despatch. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, 

C. C. Munro, General, 
Commander-in-Chief in India. 

The following names appear amongst many others : 
Blenkinsop, Maj-Gen. L. J., d.s.o., British Service. 
Evans, Lieut.-Col. G. H., c.i.e., a.d.c., 

Indian Defence Force. 

Defence Force. 
Walker, Lieut.-Col. G. K., c.i.e., f.r.c.v.8., 

Indian Defence Force. 


Pease, Lieut-Col. H. T., c.i.e., v.d.. 

Indian 


Milk yields of Goats. 

A number of tests have been carried out by the 
Danish Goat-breeding Committee for the purpose of 
ascertaining what is the milk yield of goats in that 
country. A summary of the results is given in the 
Journal of the Department of Agriculture a few 
months ago. 

In all 33 goats weie tested, and included 12 represent¬ 
atives of the native Danish breed, 16 of the Saanen or 
Swiss type, 1 of the Norwegian type, and 4 cross-bred 
goats. The goats selected for exf>eriment were located 
in different parts of the country ; they were not chosen 
for any special excellence. The tests were carried out 
and records kept exactly as in the case of dairy cows. 

The result ot the tests was as follows :—The Danish 
goats gave an average yield of 1100 lb. The best goat, a 
strong six-year old, gave 1510 lb, and the worst 6591b. 
The average fat percentage was 4T. The Saanen goats 
gave on an average 1230 lb. The best, a large and 
powerful animal, six years old, gave 1880 lb, and the 
worst 686 lb. Fat percentage 4 0. The Norwegian goat 
gave 992 lb milk, and the cross-breds 976 on an average. 
The fat percentage was 4T both in the case of the Nor¬ 
wegian goat and the cross-breds. 

The results were regarded as satisfactory. The outlay 
on food was generally small, and the goats provided their 
owners with a nice little surplus in money at the end 
of the season, in some cases amounting to between £4 
and £5. On the basis of thes tests, it is calculated that, 
for the whole of Denmark, the average milk yield of 
goats is about 794 lb per annum. The Saanen goats are 
undoubtedly the best milkers on the whole, but they 
require more care and attention than the native breed, 
being generally of more delicate build, and having a 
thinner coat of hair. Accordingly, the native breed is 
recommended in cases where special care and attention 
cannot be given. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1694 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

GlanderB.f 

Parasitio 
Mange. J 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(ft) 

Swine Fever. 

Cases 

Confrmd 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(■) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(<*) 

Slaugh - 
tered. • 

OD 

J 

.0 

*■5 

0-4 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Dec. 7 

Corresponding ( 

week in j }»}« 

3 


7 

8 




1 

89 

194 

13 

25 

5 



8 

12 

18 

8 

17 

18 

7 

32 

o 

l 

4 

72 

46 

34 

125 

85 

91 

18 

21 

13 

20 

54 

62 

6 

17 

134 

Total for 49 weeks, 1918 

Corresponding j 

peried in \ {”}!? 

66 

3 

232 

267 

3 

14 

31 

93 

4115 

7682 

317 

1325 

531 



400 

509 

546 

455 

607 

612 

1 

55 

24 

701 

25 

45 

48 

54 

114 

84 

2329 

1973 

J808 

4340 

4348 

J1752 

475 

284 

201 

2033 

4111 

3776 

S57 

9061 

16022 


| The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed. ( b ) Reported by Local Authorities ♦ Counties affected, animals attacked :—London 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 10, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Outbreaks 

14 

1 

... 

f 1917 ... 



... 


... 

... 

1 

mn 

1 


Corresponding Week in -[ 1916 ... 
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... 

... 

... 

1 

kh 

5 

55 

[ 1915 ... 
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... 
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... 
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... 
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mm 

2 

32 

Total for 49 weeks, 1918 

2 

2 


... 

... 

... 

95 

ES 

29 

129 

f 1917 ... 

3 

5 



1 

1 

41 

395 

197 

mm 

Corresponding period in -j 1916 ... 

3 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

60 

426 

299 

Bml 

( 1915 ... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

1 

3 

68 

386 

238 

Effl 


Department of Agriculture and Technical nstruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 9, 1918 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Personal. 

MacCann. —November 20th, at Charleville Parade, 
Tullamore, the wife of J. S. MacCann, m.r.c.v.8. —twins 
(son and daughter). 

Mr. W. S. 'Kino, m.r.c.v.s., m.bo., the well-known 
East London Veterinary Surgeon, has been unanimously 
elected for the third successive year to the Chair of the 
Central London Branch of the National Master Farriers’ 
Association. Our readers will remember Mr. King’s 
name in connection with very successful subscription 
lists for the V.V.B. Fund and the A.V.C. Comforts 
Fund. 


OBITUARY. 

Alban Bull, m.r.c.v.s., Hook Norton, Oxfordshire. 

Graduated, Lond: Dec. 1861. 
Mr. Bull died 6th December, aged 80 years. 

Patrick McDonnell, m.r.c.v s., Market Sq., Dundalk, 

Dublin : July, 1910. 

Death occurred 21st October, at the age of 30. 

Richard Sam Reynolds, m.r.c.v.s , Knotty Ash, 

Liverpool. Lond: April, 1862. 

Mr. Reynolds’ death occurred on Monday last, 9th 
inst., at the age of 77. He served as member of Council 
R.C.V.S. 1887-94. He was for many years veterinary 
superintendent of the Liverpool Corporation, and was 
one of the founders of the Shire Horse Society and the 
Royal Lancashire Agricultural Society. He was one of 
the best judges of draught horses in the kingdom. 


Augustus Philip Preston, m.r.c.v.s. 

Dublin : July, 1917. 
Mr. Preston’s death occurred at his residence, Mallow. 
Co. Cork, on Monday, Dec. 2nd. He was the son of 
Mr. James Preston, f.r.c.v.s., Mallow, one of the best 
known and most respected veterinary surgeons in the 
South of Ireland, and had already given promise of 
following in the steps of his father, socially and pro¬ 
fessionally. 

James Blakeway, jun., m.b.c.v.s., Major r.a.v.c., Red 
Hill, Stourbridge. Lond : July, 1894. 

Major Blakeway died from Influenza, at a Military 
Hospital in Paris, on the 4th Dec., aged 36 years. 

George Edward Nash, m.r.c.v s., Richmond, Yorks. 

New Edin : July, 1880. 

E. Measures Chatterton, m.r.c.v.s., Eist Rudbam. 

Lond : Nov., 1908 


DEMOBILISATION OF THE R.A.V.C. 

To the Editor, “ The Veterinary Record.” 

Sir,—I see from the public press that several doctors 
have already been released from the R A M.C. for return 
to civil life. 

Is it not about time that those in the R.A.V.C. with 
practices and employments to go to, are released? 

When is the R.C.V.S. going to wake up in this matter? 

Yours, et«., “Disgusted.” 











H UHeeftlp 3ournal for tbe profession 

Founded by William Hunting, f.r.o.y.s. 


No. 1589 DECEMBER 21, 1918. Vol. XXXI. 


Transition. 

The question of when veterinary surgeons are to 
be released from the Army is already beginning to 
be asked, and seems rather premature. General 
demobilisation can hardly be expected for several 
months at least, and possibly may be much later. 
We know that a great number of Army horses are 
to be sold during the next three months; the fact 
that this will lessen the work of the R.A.V.C. and 
increase the need for civil practitioners at home 
is not likely to escape the notice of the Govern¬ 
ment. There is evidence that the whole question 
of the release of veterinary surgeons is under con¬ 
sideration at Bed Lion Square; and we may be 
sure that the only veterinary body likely to have 
any influence with the Government will do its best 
to "secure fair treatment for veterinary surgeons and 
to ensure that the profession shall reach its maxi¬ 
mum of utility to the nation; but at present, while 
a “ state of war ” still exists and is likely to 
continue for some time, that must remain the first 
consideration. 

It is quite uncertain what the permanent after- 
war strength of our Army will be; but it seems 
more than possible that it may be considerably 
above the pre-war status. In any case, there will 
be not a few vacancies, by the release of the older 
officers who would normally have retired during 
the last four years. It follows, then, that a number 
of our younger members at present holding tempo¬ 
rary commissions will be offered permanent ones. 
Speaking broadly, it may be said that any young 
member who gets the chance of permanent enrol¬ 
ment in the R.A.V.C. will do well to think carefully 
before refusing it. Its acceptance means a settled 
career, with a fair pension assured at its termination. 

The present prospects of civil practice are much 
more dubious. There is a difficult and uncertain 
time before the whole of the nation’s workers; and 
the conditions are likely to be especially unstable 
during the next ten or twelve years—that is, during 
just the period in which the young member of to¬ 
day might have expected to establish his position 
in normal times. Moreover, the period will be in 
some measure a transition one for veterinary sur¬ 
geons ; and, though some of the changes we may 
expect will increase the profession’s utility, they 
may not tend to its financial advantage. 

Another feature calls for immediate attention. 
We have seen that our Council has made repeated 
efforts to obtain the release of veterinary students 
who are serving with the colours, but so far with 
little success, and with less sympathy from the 
War Office authorities. That this is a necessary 
provision for the near future is obvious, and that it 


is recognised in the scheme of demobilization is 
evidenced by the provisions announced in the 
public press, portions of which are reprinted on 
another page of this issue. It is an open secret, 
too, that the number of students now remaining 
in the Colleges is hardly sufficient to justify their 
existence. 

Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

We have to congratulate our confreres in the 
Army Veterinary Service on the honour that has 
been done them in the raising of the Army Veter¬ 
inary Corps to the status of a “ Royal ” Corps. 

It is a fitting testimony to the good work that 
has been performed by this Corps in all theatres of 
the war. When we consider the small staff whioh 
existed when the war started we must realise that 
the foundation of the magnificent structure which 
so quickly sprang up must have been very soundly 
laid. The nucleus corps was evidently well 
trained and thoroughly efficient. 


The Serum of Leclainche and VallkE. 

Leclainche and Vall6e, in La Presse Medicale of 
April 2,191*7, published a new communication upon 
the methods of using their polyvalent serum. Their 
account is based upon the very numerous applica¬ 
tions of the serum which have been made in tbe 
course of the war; and they state that it may be 
employed by local applications upon infected Bur- 
faces and by subcutaneous injections when post- 
traumatic infections are present. The two methods 
of application are dealt with separately. 

Local applications. The use of the serum ex¬ 
cludes that of antiseptics, which, in addition to the 
coagulating and neutralising actions which some of 
them exercise, almost always have the disadvantage 
of depressing and paralysing the organic cells. This 
latter action is essentially antagonistic to that which 
the serum is desired to effect. 

The serum must be brought into contact with 
the anatomical elements; and therefore it is neces¬ 
sary to free the wound from the various elements 
which cover it by a minute washing with boiled 
water. 

The testimonies of medical men who have em¬ 
ployed the serum on the prescribed lines are com¬ 
pletely favourable. P. and L. Bazy write, “ In 
wounds which cannot be completely united by 
sutures, we apply the polyvalent serum freely, ob¬ 
taining excellent results. The healing processes 
are not painful, the flesh is well preserved, the lips 
of the w f ound remain admirably flexible, and very 
rapid granulation commences at its base.” On the 
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other hand, Prof. Qu6nu, summarising the results 
of various surgeons, decides* that “ the polyvalent 
serum causes a considerable diminution of suppura¬ 
tion.” At the same time a greater activity in the 
epidermisation of the edges of the wound, a lessened 
sensitiveness, and an improvement of the general 
condition with descent of the temperature, are ob¬ 
served. These conclusions are applicable both to 
war wounds and those which result from the open¬ 
ing of phlegmons, anthrax lesions, etc. 

It is recognised, however, that “discrimination 
is necessary in the treatment of septic wounds, and 
that it is sometimes desirable not to perpetuate the 
same formula of treatment.” It is known to-day, 
for instance, that the bacillus pyocyaneus , which is 
often resistent to the polyvalent serum, yields mar¬ 
vellously to a weak solution of nitrate of silver. 

Cazin and Mdlle. Krongold say, “ When the bene¬ 
ficial action of the polyvalent serum, locally applied, 
does not manifest itself rapidly and evidently, it is 
useless to continue this treatment.” In these cir¬ 
cumstances the microbial flora of the wound in¬ 
clude at least one microbe that is not comprised 
among the numerous forms used for obtaining the 
serum. It follows from this that the polyvalence 
of the serum is always being improved by the in¬ 
troduction of microbial types isolated from war 
wounds. 

Subcutaneous injection. In the hands of Prof. 
Lagneu, Cazin, Vautrin, Gosset, Berger and Ber¬ 
geron, Prof. Delbet, and Prof. Qn6nu, who have 
studied its employment, the polyvalent serum has 
shown itBelf a very valuable agent against infec¬ 
tions and toxic complications of large wounds. 
Caain concludes from his experience that in par¬ 
ticularly serious casks in which he has had recourse 
to the serum the results have been very favourable, 
for he has observed a progressive and sufficiently 
rapid descent of the temperature with an improve¬ 
ment in the general condition. And Qu&nu adds, 
“It is impossible to deny that sero-therapy has 
contributed much to the treatment of gravely 
affected septicsemic patients.” It appears to be as 
an anti-streptococcic agent that the serum acts in 
circumstances. 

The hypodermic use of the serum (either alone 
or in conjunction with local treatment by means of 
the serum or some other agent) is also very valu¬ 
able in the prevention of operative complications 
following operations in infected ground. 

Prof. Delbet uses the serum in doses of 30c.c. 
daily in polymicrobial infections. He says that in 
certain cases high doses appear to him to have a 
notable action, and bis impression is that that they 
have saved the lives of some patients. 

Hypodermic injections of this serum entail no 
danger of seric or anaphylactic accidents. The 
conclusions of the Academy of medicine, etc., are 
completely assuring on this point. 

Leclainche and Vallke manufacture their serum at 
the laboratories of the Alfort Veterinary School, 
and hitherto it has been used solely for the necessi¬ 
ties of the war. It is well, however, to follow its 
present evolution; for in time of peace it will be of 
great utility, and will then be available to all the 
world .—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 


The treatment op Equine Tetanus with 
Anti-Tetanic Serum. 

H. Bergh contributed his experience of this sub¬ 
ject to The Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association for 1916. The conviction that 
anti-tetanus serum is of little or no value in the 
treatment of equine tetanus seems general among 
veterinarians. The author’s experience is very 
different; and he has as much faith in the curative 
efficacy of the serum as in its preventive efficacy. 

The author especially insists upon the necessity 
of using sufficiently high doses of the serum. Doses 
of from 500 to 1500 units* are absolutely insufficient 
as curatives ; and their use as such, even in the 
initial stage of tetanus, inevitably involves failure. 
For prophylaxy, however, 1500 units suffice, and 
the preventive injection should not be neglected in 
any case of a suspicious wound ; for with this the 
tetanic infection is avoided with almost absolute 
certainty. The treatment of tetanus with serum is 
costly, on account of the quantity required; and 
the veterinarian ought to make this clear to the 
owner before commencing treatment. 

In treating equire tetanus the author does not 
limit himself to the use of serum alone, but em¬ 
ploys every means to augment the resistance of the 
animal. At the point of infection, if it is possible 
to find it, he employs energetic disinfectants— 
cauterisation and incision, or extirpation of injured 
tissues. He does not exclude the use of suitable 
medicines, but always administers them subcutan¬ 
eously, endo-venously/or intra-rachidially, and never 
by the mouth. He also insists upon the advantage 
of keeping horses in a dark and silent stable, and 
placing cotton-wool in their ears, in order to pre¬ 
vent the spasms as far as possible. The injection 
of the serum is generally subcutaneous, and only in 
the graver cases endogenous. The author usually 
injects 9000 units daily, divided into three doses of 
3000 units each. He maintains this quantity for 
four days, and then lowers the doses, injecting 
1500 units three times daily. 

In the course of the last six years seventeen cases 
of equine tetanus have come under the author's 
observation. Twelve of these recovered perfeotly 
under treatment with serum, conducted as above 
stated. One horse died after receiving 15,000 units 
of serum, and another after receiving 24,000 units. 
In the other three cases the owners refused to bear 
the cost of serum treatment; and all three termin¬ 
ated in death. 

The following are two of the author’s casej 3 :— 

A racehorse, with a nail in the foot, was found 
by the author to have the limb rigid, and showed 
the whole appearance of tetanus. The same morn¬ 
ing 3000 units of serum was injected ; the dose was 
repeated at midday and in the evening, and so on 
for four consecutive days. The wound was treated 
with carbolic acid, glycerine, and distilled water, 
and covered with iodoform gauze and bandaged. 
The dressing was changed every day. On the fifth 
day of treatment the dose was reduced to 4500 units 
in the day, and continued at this rate for four days 

* U.I. in the original. 
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more. Then for another four days 3000 units daily, 
divided into two doses, were given; and finally 
1000 units daily, also divided into two daily doses, 
were given for two days more. The horse in the 
meantime recovered completely, and within a month 
was able to run again. 

The second case was a horse suffering from 
tetanus, with very accentuated trismus. The ani¬ 
mal wa9 put in a dark, quiet stable with a good 
straw bed; and one grain of arecoline, and half a 
grain of atropine were administered. Treatment 
with serum, on the same lines as in the preceding 
ease was then instituted ; and arecoline and atro¬ 
pine were also given twice daily. After three days 
of treatment the trismus gradually disappeared, the 
horse commenced to eat, and in a short time re- 
oovery was complete. Altogether this horse re¬ 
ceived 60,000 units of serum. 

W. R. C. 


Successful treatment of Purpura in the Gorse 

with the Danish Polyvalent Serum pre¬ 
pared hy Jensen. Prof. Dr. E. Frohner. 

There are two dark points in “ petechial fever,'’ 
the etiology and the treatment. Here as in other 
infectious diseases an efficient treatment depends 
on an accurate investigation of the cause. Ap¬ 
parently it is an affection having a polybacteriaJ 
origin, since the streptococcus of strangles, the 
etiological agent in contagious pleuro pneumonia, 
ordinary pyogenic bacteria and perhaps other as 
yet unknown infectious agents may under certain 
conditions induce a haemorrhagic pathogenic effect 
that induces the characteristic clinical picture of 
purpura. With this multiplicity of causes it is 
conceivable that a single method of medicinal treat¬ 
ment is not sufficient for all cases and forms of the 
disease. For this reason the iodin and silver therapy, 
as well as the monovalent serum therapy in the 
form of antistreptococcic serum have not met with 
general support. 

A new era in th^* treatment of purpura seems to 
have dawned since Professor Jensen in Copenhagen 
developed a polyvalent serum against the disease. 
The serum is prepared by the intravenous iujection 
of various streptococci isolated from animals affec¬ 
ted with purpura. This serum is then mixed with 
that used for strangles. The administration is per 
vein, On the first day 200 c.c. are injected. This 
is repeated once or twice in 100 c.c. doses according 
to the severity of the disease and the tendency to 
reeur. 

After using the serum in his clinic for about a 
year, Prof. Froehner concludes that it iB undoubt¬ 
edly a specific, that in many cases it has a very 
direct and rapid effect. Twelve oases wore treated, 
nine of which recovered. 

The visible effect of the serum is as follows:— 

1. The petechise on the nasal muoou membranes 
usually disappear in 24 hours. 

2. The swelling of the skin and the intestinal 
hemorrhage (colic, prolapse of the rectum) likewise 
promptly disappear. 

3. The temperature drops. The hyperleucocy- 


tosis which is specially unfavourable in purpura 
rapidly returus to normal. 

4. Tho serum should be administered. In two 
cases when given four to six days too late the 
horses died. 

It costs about $9.00 a litre .—Monatscheft fur 
practischc Tierhciclkund. Bd. 25 (1913) S. 61. 


Nopal College of 
IDeterinarp Surgeons. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 

Telegrams—(Jentaurum, Westcent-Loudon. 

Telephone—City 1200. 

13th December, 1918. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record T 
DEMOBILISATION. 

Sir, Members of the Profession now on Active 
Service will have noticed in the press the following 
announcement with regard to Demobilisation :— 

“Officers or men serving in the Forces who in 
civil life practised a profession ..... can secure 
their registration for demobilisation most rapidly 
by filling up the Civil Employment Form which all 
Members of the Forces can obtain from their 
Commanding Officers.” 

With a view to rendering any assistance that may 
be possible during the period of demobilisation, I have 
been authorised to open a Register to contain the 
following information:— 

1. Names and addresses of Veterinary Surgeons 

requiring qualified Assistants. 

2. Names and addresses of Veterinary Surgeons 

seeking appointments as Assistants. 

3. Names and addresses of Veterinary Surgeons 

deHiring to dispose of a practice or of entering 
into a partnership. 

4. Names and addresses of Veterinary Surgeons 

desiring to purchase a practice or to enter into 
partnership. 

I shall be clad, therefore, to receive from Members in 
civil live such particulars as will be useful to Members 
seeking an assistship or wishing to purchase or enter 
into partnership ; and from Veterinary Officers about to 
demobilise suen information regarding themselves and 
their desires, as would be useful for inclusion in the 
proposed Register. 

The Register will, of course, be open to inspection by 
Members at this office, and it will be possible, 1 hoj>e t to 
supply extracts from it in due course, to enquiring 
Members of both classes. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Fred Bullock, Secretary. 


DEMOBILIZATION. 

Release of men with definite employment. 

Employers’ procedure. 

The.Controller-General of the Department of Demobil¬ 
ization and Resettlement makes the following announce¬ 
ment :— 

2.As it may now be possible to release men 

from the Forces more rapidly and sooner than was at 
first anticipated, the Government desires to accelerate 
the process of identifying the men in the Forces, who, 
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though they cannot be treated as pivotal, have definite 
work awaiting them. 

3. The Government have therefore decided to afford 
the opportunity to employers of securing, by direct com¬ 
munication with their employees in the Forces in the 
manner explained below, that those who were in their 
employment on or before August 4, 1914, and to whom 
they can now offer employment, shall be registered for 
demobilization. Such a definite offer of employment in 
writing, if produced to his commanding officer by the 
officer or man concerned, will be accepted as evidence 
that employment is awaiting him, and the man will be 
registered by his commanding officer to be demobilised 
in the same way as a ‘’slip man” under the Civil 
Employment Form procedure and ranking for priority 
after a “ pivotal ” man. 

Form of Employer’s offer. 

4. The offer must be in the following form 

I/we (full name and postal address of employer) 
hereby declare that ( full name and naval or military 
number and address of employee) was in my/our em¬ 
ployment before August 4, 1914, and that I/we are 
prepared to offer him employment as a (name and 
occupation) immediately on his return to civil life (or 
give the date after tvhich the employment will be 
available). 

5. The offer must first be taken or sent, in the case of 
officers to the local district director of the Appoiutments 
Department; in the case of other ranks to the local 
advisory committee attached to the nearest Employ¬ 
ment Exchange, who, without guaranteeing in any way 
the offer of employment, will do their best to eliminate 
spurious or collusive offers. The district director of the 
local advisory committee, where they are in a position 
to endorse the offer, will forward it to the officer or man 
at the address given by the employer, but will assume 
no responsibility for the correctness of the address. 

6. If the officer or man desires to accept the employ¬ 
ment offered, he will hand the statement to his com¬ 
manding officer, who will then register him for demobil¬ 
ization. 

7. This procedure is additional to—(1) the selection 
of pivotal men now in progress : and (2) the use of the 
Civil Employment Form, which is now being filled up 
by members of the Forces, and the postcards (A.D. 406) 
and R.C.V. forms, which employers have been invited 
to fill up. 

8. The actual date of demobilization will depend 
partly on naval and military exigencies, and partly on 
the transport and other accommodation available ; but 

no other formalities will be required.It will be 

understood that some individuals are so essential to the 
Forces that they cannot be released immediately ; for 
example, the personnel of military railways overseas, 
hospital attendants, farriers, mechanical transport, and 
officers or men in the Regular Army serving on pre-war 
attestations. 

11. It is not necessary for offers of employment to be 
sent to officers or men in the following classes 
(6) Officers and men who have notified their command¬ 
ing officers that their civil occupation is that of a 
student or teacher and are accordingly classified in 
Industrial Group 43 in their naval and military docu¬ 
ments. Instructions as to the demobilization of such 
individuals are being sent to the Forces. 

(c) Officers or men serving in the Forces who in civil 
life practise a profession or are their qwd employers, 
such as barristers or proprietors of one-man businesses, 
can secure their registration for demobilization most 
rapidly by filling up the Civil Employment Form 
which allf members of the Forces can obtain from 
their commanding officers. 


Men over 41. 

The demobilization of men over 41 who were called 
up early this year under the Military Service Act No. 2, 
1918, has been ordered. 


The number of men demobilised grows daily. The 
figures up to Friday, 13th inst., were:—Prisoners of war, 
75,000 ; Miners, 26,000 ; Shipbuilders, 1000 ; Miscel¬ 
laneous, 11,000; Sick and wounded, 35,000; Pivotal 
men, several thousands. 


Maj.-General Burnett-Hitchcock, d.b.o. (the Director- 
General of Demobilization), indicated four main points 
which have to be considered in demobilizing — the 
situation, the rate of demobilization, its extent, and 
“how to be demobilized.” Having remarked on the 
necessity of an army of occupation in Germany, he said 
that Mesopotamia, Palestine, the Black Sea region, the 
Dobrudja, and the Indian frontier had also to be re¬ 
membered ; and it was very difficult to keep units up to 
strength in some of these places on account of transport, 
malaria and other diseases. People were apt to over¬ 
look everything but the occupation of Germany. The 
machinery of demobililzation was started in this country 
months ago, but however ready we might be on this 
side, the Army in France could not be prepared at a 
moment’s notice. There were 17,000 units in the Army, 
and nearly every unit possessed some peculiarity. The 
term of service, for instance, varied to an extraordinary 
extent, 19 different categories of soldiers had some 
peculiar statutory right to be safeguarded, and the de¬ 
mobilizing authorities must see that all such rights were 
kept in mind. 

GOVERNMENT GRANTS. 

The Controller-General of the Department of De¬ 
mobilisation and Resettlement of the Ministry of Labour 
makes the following announcement:— 

Higher Education and Training for those who 

have served in the Forces. 

In order, so far as possible, to restore the supply of 
men of higher general, scientific, professional, and 
business attainments whom the nation needs for every 
profession and industry, the Government have decided 
m suitable cases to provide financial assistance for ex- 
Service men who desire to resume suitable education 
and training, with a view to their re settlement in civil 
life, but who cannot otherwise afford to meet the 
expenses involved. The scheme sanctioned applies 
equally to officers, warrant officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men in the ranks, provided they are of suit¬ 
able educational promise. 

The facilities available for the types of training con¬ 
templated are limited, and assistance can therefore only 
be granted up to the limit of these facilities to those 
candidates who can satisfy the authorities charged with 
the administration of the scheme, and the bodies or 
persons by whom the training will be given, that they 
are of sufficient educational promise to justify a grant 
being made to them from public funds. 

The amount of the assistance to be granted will be 
separately determined in each case. On .the one hancL 
this amount will be limited to the actual sum deemed 
sufficient to meet the necessary fees and the expenses of 
maintenance of the candidate, after due account has 
been taken of his private means, if any ; of any scholar¬ 
ships to which he may be entitled ; ana of the assistance 
which can reasonably be expected from those who 
would, in ordinary circumstances, have borne or con¬ 
tributed to the expenses of his training. On the other 
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hand, it is intended that thd amount of the assistance 
shall be such as will enable a candidate to take his 
course of training under reasonably adequate conditions, 
even though he or his friends are not in a position to 
meet any part of the expenses of the course. 

In the case of those candidates who were married 
before the date of the armistice, November 11th, 1918, 
an allowance may also be made towards the maintenance 
of children up to and including the age of 15. 

Assistance may be granted for :— 

1. Courses of higher education in institutions approved 
by the Board of Education or by the Board of Agri¬ 
culture and Fisheries, as the case may be, or by the 
corresponding departments in Scotland or Ireland. 

2. Such practical training in offices and works and 

S rofessional employments as may be approved by the 
finistry of Labour. 

3. Such practical training on farms, <fcc., as may be 
approved by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, or 
by the corresponding Department for Scotland or 
Ireland. 

Officers and men now serving with any unit in H.M. 
Forces, whether at home or abroad, will, before being 
demobilised, receive through the naval or military 
authorities concerned the appropriate forms of appli¬ 
cation for assistance— in the case of the Army and Royal 
Air Force. Army Form, Z. 15. The completion of these 
forms will be sufficient in itself to ensure that the 
candidate’s case will be taken up for further inquiry and 
due consideration. Applicants (whether serving in or 
disharged from the Forces) who fail to receive Army 
Form Z. 15 or Navy Form S. 1299 should apply, on or 
after January 13, 1919, for the necessary form to the 
appropriate District Directorate of the Appointments 
Department of the Ministry of Labour (the Department 
charged with re-settlement in civil life of officers and 
men of like educational qualifications), according to 
their respective places of residence. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

Michael Cunningham, Capt. r.a.v.c. £110 

A. E. Darwell, Leigh 110 

J. R. McCall, Maj. r.a.v.c. (1918-19) 2 2 0 

E. McSwiney, Cork 110 

Previously acknowledged 1119 1 11 


£1124 6 11 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


B.M. 2709/3/18 (V.D.) 

To: 

Directors of Veterinary Services. 

All Expeditionary Forces. 

Deputy Directors of Veterinary Services. 

Assistant Directors of Veterinary Services. 

All Home Oomm&nds. 

On the publication of the Royal Warrant granting 
the distinction of “Roy^l” to the Army Veterinary 
Corps the following memorandum dated War Office, 
28th November, 1918, has been received from Lieut.- 
Qenml Sir John S. Cowans, o.c.M.e., k.c.b„ m.v.o., 


Quartermaster-General to the Forces, and is circulated 
for information of all ranks and publication in the 
Orders of Royal Army Veterinary Corps units:— 

“The Director-General, 

“Army Veterinary Service. 

“On the occasion of His Majesty the King being 
graciously pleased to raise the Army Veterinary Corps 
to the status of a ‘Royal’ Corps, the Quartermaster- 
General to the Forces wishes to convey to all ranks his 
congratulations and appreciation of the good work 
which they have performed during the present war. 

“The Corps by its initiative and scientific methods 
has placed Military Veterinary Organization on a 
higher plane. The high standard which it has main¬ 
tained at Home and throughout all the theatres has 
resulted in a reduction of animal wastage, an increased 
mobility of Mounted Units and a mitigation of animal 
suffering unapproached in any previous military 
operations.” 

L. J. Blrnkinsop, Major-General, 
Director-General, A.V.S. 

War Office, 29th November, 1918. 


Hi*tracts Iroui London Gazette, 

War Okkicr, Whitehall, Dec. 12. 

Regular Forces Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lieut H. Lloyd, r.a.v.c., to be Capt. 
under Art. 330, R. Wt. for pay and promotion (Nov. 9). 

Dec. 17. 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. P. F. Wilson (Nov. 22 ). 
Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Dec. 12. 

Capt. M. T. Sadler relinquishes his commn. on acct. of 
ill-health, and retains the rank of Capt (Dec. 13). 


Ophthalmia among Horses in France. 

At a meeting of the War Emergency Committee of 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England, held on 
Wednesday, 12 th inst., under the chairmanship of Sir 
John H. Thorold, the following resolution was passed:— 
“That the War Emergency Committee desires to call 
the attention of the War Office to the grave danger 
attending the repatriation of Army horses from France 
owing to the prevalence of a malignant form of ophthal¬ 
mia, and from other infectious diseases in a more or less 
epidemic form among these horses. It is hoped that 
special care will be taken to safeguard the interests of 
horse-owners and live stock breeders in the United 
Kingdom.” 


Qualification for practice in U.S.A. 

[The following particulars were printed in the 
“ Announcement of the New York State Veterinary 
College, 1915-16,” at Cornell University, Ithaca, and 
were accompanied by an official notice that from Sept¬ 
ember, 1916, all students who register in the Veterinary 
College will be required to take a four years’ course in 
order to receive the degree of D.V.M. 

The number of British graduates who practise in the 
States is not large, and the subject is therefore not of 
immediate importance ; but the standpoint in the 
granting of the license differs from our own. Quite 
recently our Council had before it the draft of an 
Ordinance for South Africa, which also differed from 
our methods. It appears likely that our own governance 
will require alteration from time to time to meet 
changing conditions; and the methods of other men is 
worth attention.] 
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Legal requirements for license to practise veterinary 
medicine and surgery in the State of New York. 
Extracts from Article X, chapter 860, Laws of New 
York, 1895. 

g 171. Qualifications for Practice. No person 
shall practise veterinary medicine after July one, 
eighteen hundrrd and ninety-five, unless previously 
registered and legally authorised, unless licensed by the 
Education Department and registered as required by 
this article, nor shall any person practise veterinary 
medicine who has ever been convicted of felony by any 
court, or whose authority to practise is suspended or 
revoked by the Education Department on recommend¬ 
ation of a State Board. 

§ 176. Admission to Examination. The Education 
Department shall admit to examination any candidate 
who pays a fee of ten dollars and submits satisfactory 
evidence, verified by oath if required, that he (first) is 
more than twenty-one years of age ; (second) is of good 
moral character ; (third) has the general education 
required in all cases after July first, eighteen hundred 
and ninety-seven, preliminary to receiving a degree in 
veterinary medicine ; (fourth) has studied veterinary 
medicine not less than three full years, including three 
sitisfactory courses, in three different academic years, in 
a veterinary medical school registered as maintaining at 
the time a satisfactory standard : (fifth) has received a 
degree as veterinarian from some registered veterinary 
medical school- The degree in veterinary medicine 
shall not be conferred in this state before the candidate 
has filed with the institution conferring it, the certificate 
of the Education Department that three years before 
the date of the degree, or before or during his first year 
of veterinary medical study in this State, he has either 
graduated from a registered college or satisfactorily 
completed an academic course in a registered academy 
or nigh school; or has a preliminary education con¬ 
sidered and accepted by the Education Department as 
fully equivalent. 

§ 178. Examinations and Reports. Examination 
for license shall be given in at least four convenient 
places in this State, and at least four times annually, in 
accordance with the Education Department’s rules, and 
eball be exclusively in writing and in English. Each 
examination shall be conducted by an Education 
Department s examiner, who shall not be one of the 
medical veterinary examiners. At the close of each 
examination, the Education Dspartment examiner in 
charge shall deliver the questions and answer papers to 
the Board, or its duly authorised committee, and such 
Board without unnecessary delay, shall examine and 
mark the answers and transmit to the Education 
Department an official report, signed by its president 
ana secretary stating the standing of each candidate in 
each branch, his general average, and whether the board 
recommends that a license be granted. Such report 
shall include the questions and answers, and shall be 
ifiled in the public records of the univerity. If a candi¬ 
date fails on the first examination, he may, after not less 
.than six months’ further study, have a second exam¬ 
ination without fee. If the failure is from illness or 
other cause satisfactory to the Education Department, 
they may waive the required six months’ study. 

§ 179. Licenses. On receiving from the State board 
an official report that the applicant has successfully 
passed an examination and is recommended for license, 
the Education Department shall issue to him, if in their 
judgment he is duly qualified therefor, a license to 
practise veteriuary medicine. Every license shall be 
issued by the university under seal and shall be signed 
by each acting veterinary medical examiner of the 
board and by the officer of the university, who approved 
fche'Credential8 which admitted the candidate for exam¬ 
ination, and shall state that the [licensee has given 


satisfactory evidence of fitness, as to age, character and 
preliminary and veterinary medical education and all 
other matters required by law, and that after full exam¬ 
ination he has been found properly qualified to practise. 
Before any license is issued it shall be numbered and 
recorded in a book kept in the Education Department 
office and its number shall be noted in the license. This 
record shall be open to public inspection, and in all 
legal proceedings shall have the same weight as evidence 
that is given to a record of conveyance of land. 

§ 180. Registry. Every license, to practise veteri¬ 
nary medicine, shall, before the licensee begins pmafcice 
thereunder, be registered in a book to be known as the 
“Veterinary Medical Register,” which shall he provided 
by and kept in the clerk’s office of the county wheresuch 
practise is to be carried od, with name, residence, place 
and date of birth, and source, number and date of his 
license to practise. Before registering, each licensee 
shall file, to be kept in a bound volume in the county 
clerk’s office an affidavit of the above facts, and also that 
he is the person named in such license, and had, before 
receiving the same, complied with all requisites as to 
attendance, terms and amount of study and examination 
as required by law and the rules of the university as 
preliminary to the conferment thereof, and no money 
was paid for such iiceuse except the regular fees, paid by 
all applicants, therefor ; that no fraud misrepresenta¬ 
tion or mistake in any material regard was employed by 
any one or incurred, in order that such license should 
be conferred. Every license, or if lost, a copy thereof, 
legally certified so as to be admissible to evidence, or a 
duly attested transcript of the record of its conferment, 
shall before registering, be exhibited to the county 
clerk, who only in case it was issued or endorsed as a 
license under seal by the Regents, shall endorse or stamp 
on it the date and bis name preceded by the words: 
“ Registered as authority to practise veterinary medi¬ 
cine, in the Clerk’s office of -county.” The clerk 

shall thereupon give, to every veterinarian so registered 
a transcript of the entries in the register, with a certifi¬ 
cate under seal that he has filed the prescribed affidavit. 
The licensee shall pay to the county clerk at total fee of 
one dollar for registration affidavit and certificate. 


Annual Report op the Veterinary Department, 

British East Africa, for the year ending 

318T March, 1918. [Abridged]. 

(Concluded, from p. 198.) 

Eighth Annual Report of the Veterinary 
Pathologist. 

As in last year’s report, I do not propose to touch on 
the Research work accomplished for this year, since 
that will be included in my comprehensive report, which 
I hope to have ready for publication very soon. Details 
of Personnel, Correspondence, Livestock and Routine 
work only are included. 

Personnel. The Assistant Veterinary Pathologist, 
Capt. Kearney, proceeded on Home leave on Aug. 27th, 
1916, his place being taken by Capt. Bradshaw, who 
commenced duty here on Aug. 8th, 1916. 

Lay Laboratory Staff. Mr. Schultz, who was attached 
to the Military in the field, returned to the laboratory 
on October 17th. Mr. E. W. Cray proceeded on short 
leave to South Africa on January 24tb, 1917’ 

Mr. J. Ford remained on duty throughout the year. 

Mr. H. Gray arrived on first appointment on Oct 29, 
1916. 

Mr. J. Burton, Overseer, has been at the Laboratory 
throughout the year. 

Ijaboratai'y Students, hjr. E. Bessler has been at*the 
Laboratory throughout the year. 

I With reference>to Laboratory students*desire.to point 
iioutfthat there ihave been vacancies for three<atadents 
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for tbe past three years, and since the departure of 
Messrs. Duirs and Hoddinott, in August, 1914, and 
February, 1915, respectively, one post only has been 
occupied. 

This is regrettable in view of the excellent oppor¬ 
tunity there exists for youngsters of the country to ob¬ 
tain a thorough knowledge of Animal Diseases that 
would fit them for a scientific career, or help them to 
become successful stock raisers in the country hereafter. 

Correspondence. During tbe year 4407 inward and 
447* outward letters and telegrams have been dealt 
with, making a total of 8*85. 

One Staff Bungalow has been added to the Laboratory 
buildings during the year. 

Technical )Vork of the year. In addition to the rou¬ 
tine duties, a total of *2614 slides and speciments re¬ 
ceived from Government officials and stockowners were 
examined and reported on during the year, divided as 
follows :— 

|Tbe figures in brackets are tbe numbers reported 
“No parasites seen .”] 

Horses, 622 (346): M tiles, 274 (154); Donkeys, 37 
(17); Bovines, 1488 (675); Sheep, 5 (5); Goats, 3; 
Pies, 12(5); Dogs, 78 (43) ; C uimls, 6 (3); Fowls 63 
(32); Wild animals Serv d cat, 2 ( 2 ) ; ThompsonV 
Gazelle, 3; Jackal, 1 (1). Insects and various Ticks, 19. 
Flies, 3. 

Serum and Vaccine Preparations. 266,096 doses of 
anti-rinderpest serum were manufactured during the 
year—an increase of 61,616 doses over that for the last 
financial year. 

The issues of rinderpest serum for the year are as 
follows 

Civil Administration doses 104,098 

Military „ 215,502 

Rinderpest Commission, Nyasaland „ 30,240 

Leaving balance in band „ 47,762 

Again tbe Rinderpest Serum Suspense Account has 
been in operation throughout the year, and has been the 
means of allowing the manufacture of serum to con¬ 
tinue on a sufficiently large scale to meet all the de¬ 
mands for serum. 


Other sera and vaccines prepared and issue! during 

tbe year are as foliow-s 




Prepared. 

Issued. 

Blackquarter vaccine 

... 10,400 

13,720 

Colon Bacillosis 

2,072 

1,748 

Ulcerative Lymphangitis 

323 

300 

Canine Trypanblau 

456 

309 

Bovine Trypanblau 

161 

94 


The number of doses of Blackquarter vaccine issued 
over the amount prepared was drawn fmm ibe balance 
in baud of last year. In conclusion, I again wish to 
express my thanks to all the members of the Laboratory 
Staff as well as to the Veterinary and Administrative 
Officers for their loyal co-operation during the year. 

(Signed) W. Keabnby, 

/or R. E. Montgomery, 

Vety. Pathologist. 


Swine Fever.—The administration by the Veter¬ 
inary Dept, of the Board of Aoriculturk. 

To the Editin' of “ The Veterinary/ Record 

I have been on the point of writing on this subject on 
several occasions, but something bss always crop|^d up 
to prevent ine so doing. I stmnhi like to hear the vie»» s 
of tbe country practitioner (who is the backbone of ilie 
veterinary profession) on the matter. 

I have a very extensive country practice, and I think 
I have held the confidence for a number of years of my 


clients—amongst them some of the largest breeders of 
prize stock in England : yet, when a suspicious case of 
swine fever occurs on the farm, the Board of Agriculture 
send a veterinary practitioner some 30 or 40 miles motor 
journey to make the necessary examination. A friend 
of mine who has, I should say, one of the largest veter¬ 
inary practices in England, informs me that his opponent 
in the town is appointed by the Board of Agriculture, 
and when a suspicions case of swine fever occurs amongst 
his clients’ stocks this gentleman takes over the case, 
and that my friend is then not allowed to have anything 
whatever to do with the matter. 

I consider this treatment by the Board of Agriculture 
is most unprofessional, degrading, and unfair. What is 
the use of taking the m.r.cj.v.s. degree and passing a 
post-graduate course I Surely it does not require any 
special skill to kill a pig and send the intestines to 
London. Would the medical profession tolerate this 1 
l was talking to my medical attendant on the subject, 
and he thought it scandalous. 

I would suggest that the Board of Agriculture should 
supply all veterinary surgeons with the necessary forms, 
and when an owner of a pig suspects something wrong 
he should at once report to his veterinary surgeon, or, 
should he not have one, to the nearest, and let him carry 
out the Board of Agriculture’s instructions. It could 
be done with expediency and at half or a quarter of the 
expense. 

When the Tuberculosis Order was in vogue we had to 
put up with the same treatment. If a deputation of 
County Veterinary Surgeons were to wait on the Presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Agriculture and state their views, 
I am of opinion that something might be done to remedy 
this unfair treatment. “ PLAYFAIR.” 


An enthusiast on the Suffolk. 

The following excerptsfare from a long letter in Lire 
Stock Journal , over the signature “ S.” 

“In France, wherever there was one, the Suffolk horse 
made a reputation. It was the pride of the unit, the 
pet of the men, the worker of all workers. It kind 
nature made it the horse the men took to; and when 
it came to work it earned a reputation of an equine 
Hercules. I met one in the Umptieth Division, on the 
Somme ; it was known as ‘ Baby a great, fine, typical 
gelding it was, too, noted for its intelligence. From tbe 
Colonel to the latest-joined driver, ‘ Baby’ was the only 
horse that mattered. It pulled guns and gun teams, 
when stuck, out of shell holes ; and its remarkable 
good nature, although the times were trying, if any¬ 
thing, increased as the time went on. The Somme mud, 
the cold, exposed horse lines, the misery of active service 
conditions in a sea of mud, made no difference to 
‘Baby’s’ health, who managed to keep ‘ wholly fat,’ and 
just as fit as if he was in some well known stud in 
England, sleeping on clean wheat straw instead of on 
the soft mud. ‘ Baby’ was, in fact, like most Suffolks, a 
sound, extraordinarily healthy and fit ereature, a horn 
worker, with the heart of a lion when it came to pulling 
a load. 

“ The war tested us all, both man and the lower ani¬ 
mals, and some stood it, some didn’t. It was a test 
worthy of the name, and in this test the Suffolk horse, 
wherever he was, earned a reputation which officers and 
men who had a Suffolk horse in their unit will never 
forget. One and all, the representative* of the breed 
proved their superiority to any other heavy horse as a 
good-natured, lmrd-worker, with a love of pulling, which 
means so much in momenta of anxiety.” 

“The old-fashioned, short-legged Suffolk Punch, in 
the writer’s opinion, is the horse for work and souod 
health, and be believes that this type of animal will be 
the Suffolk, which everybody will be looking for after 
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the war. Unfortunately, breeders have tried to eliminate 
this type by breeding a chestnut, long-legged. Shire-like 
thing, without any hair on its legs, with the idea that a 
Suffolk like a Shire in looks would please our neighbour 
breeders. But now, no doubt, the real old Suffolk will 
now come into his own.” 

“Although the war has taken away many needed 
animals, and the shortness of food has added to the 
difficulties of horse breeders, the Suffolks to-day have 
many grand specimens amongst them. If anything, 
there is a marked increase in bone. A visit to some of 
the leading studs will show what the Suffolk horse can 
do in war time on a limited diet. 

“Typically a farmer’s horse,able to move heavy loads, 
and with work ingrained in its character, free from the 
hair which leads to leg troubles, and free from vice, it 
is only a question of time before the Suffolk will become 
still more in demand, for a horse of this type is needed 
everywhere ; and there is no doubt whatever that money 
spent to day in starting a h eeding stud is well invested 
and will double itself in value, if the stock chosen is the 
right sort, and the outlay is tempered with discretion.” 


A Bacillus resembling the Tetanus Bacillus. 

R. S. Adamson and D. VV. Cutler, in The Lancet for 
1917, describe an anaerobic bacillus identical morpho¬ 
logically with that of tetanus. This new organism is 
sometimes encountered in tetanic wounds, but is also 
found in other parts. 

Cultivations of this microbe experimentally injected 
into rabbits and guinea-pigs do not produce tetanus ; 
but this does not prove that the microbe causes no 
morbid alterations in septic wounds. 


The organism belongs to the vast group which in¬ 
cludes the bacillus tetanic the b. cedematiens maligni , 
the b. ctroijenex capsulatus , and probably also other 
species as yet ill defined. Its presence in septic wounds 
augments the already existing difficulties of diagnosing 
tetanus microscopically. 


Organising Research. 

A movement has been inaugurated by the Nation 1 
Farmers’ Union, which, if wisely guided, may lead to 
the organisation and consolidation of the forces engaged 
in Research work connected with animal diseases. The 
Scottish Chamber of Agriculture has fallen into line at 
once, and no doubt, when its Science Committee has 
reported on the subject, the Highland and Agricultural 
Society will follow suit. So far a good deal of work is 
under weigh, and from time to time various reports have 
been published. There is just the possibility that such 
efforts, isolated and without co-operation, may leave us 
very little wiser than we were. 

What is wanted is a central authority to concrol and 
direct all such work. Research into shepp diseases, for 
example, can never be conducted apart from a labora¬ 
tory, but they can ne\er be carried out in a laboratory. 
Only on disease-infected areas can braxy, looping-ill, 
and scrapie be investigated, and only in premises associ¬ 
ated with navel-ill can adequate and satisfactory re¬ 
search be made into phases of that disease. A central 
authority could allocate to every man his own particular 
line of inquiry, and if endowed with sufficient funds, as 
it must be, only such an authority could adequately re¬ 
munerate each investigator, and co-ordinate results. 

Tht Scottish Farmer.o 
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The following passed their First Examination : 

Mr. H. G. Dooley Mr. H. L. McConnell 

J. J. Gildea P. McGlinchey 

P. J. Nolan * T. A. Mernagh 

R. Gregg * P. M. Quille 

Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 

ROYAL COUNTIES 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

[National V.M. A.—Southern Branch.] 

A General Meeting was held at 50 Friar Street, Read¬ 
ing, on Friday, December 6th, when Mr. J. Willett (the 
President) was in the chair, and there were also present 
Messrs. Coleman, Hancock, F. Willett, Parker, Verney, 
and the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer (Mr. G. P. Male). 

Arising out of the minutes, the Hon. Sec. said the 
resolution they sent to the Board of Trade, re feeding, 
was acknowledged, and they said they had put it before 
the proper authority. As they knew, very soon after¬ 
wards the ration was altered, allowing an unlimited 
amount of straw to be given, which was a great ad¬ 
vantage. 

As to the resolutions passed at the last meeting re 
veterinary fees, he had forwarded these to the Secretary 
of the National Veterinary Association, and he hoped 
that Society would take steps to carry them out by 
bringing it before the various Government departments 
and Insurance Companies. 

Apolotjies .for absence were received from Professor 
Wooldridge, Major Rees-Mogg, Major Simpson, Messrs. 
MacCormack, E. Brown, McIntosh, Gillard, Hughes, 
and Baxter. 

Correspondence. A letter was read from Mr. Donald¬ 
son Pottie urging the importance of increasing the scale 
of fees. 

Election op Officers. 

The President said that now they had arrived at 
what they might term the Victory year, and he would 
like to propose a member for that Chair who he thought 
would receive the support of every member of the 
Association, and that was their Secretary, Mr. Male. 
(Applause). He would very much like Mr. Male to take 
on the work from now. He (Mr. Willett) had no 
ambition to go on with it. Mr. Male had d<u>e all the 
spade work. Considering the hospitality they had had 
there and the work he had done it was only proper they 
should elect him to that chair during Victory year. 

Mr. Coleman said he would be very pleased to 
second that. 

Mr. F. Willett supported the motion. 

Mr. Male said that their President had carried on so 
splendidly during these trying times when they had 
had small meetings, and had done such admirable work 
generally for the Association, that he felt now the war 
was over he should have a jolly good year, and that they 
would all meet in very different circumstances. He 
hoped Mr. Willett would carry on for another year. He 
had carried on right through to now, and it was only 
due to him that he should be asked to do so for another 
year. 

Mr. Willett replied that that was not quite correct. 
The only member who had really carried on bad been 
their Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. Male. He (Mr. 
Willett) had no ambition except to help over the rough 
times through which he had just passed. He had not 
* spoken to Mr. Male about it, but he could promise him, 
on behalf of the Association, that he would have uni¬ 
versal support. 


Mr. Coleman said he would be delighted to still 
further the proposition. He appreciated the President’s 
endeavours, and all the inconvenience he had been put 
to to carry on. (“ Hear, hear”), but Mr. Male had made 
such an excellent Secretary that it would be showing 
their appreciation on that auspicious occasion if they 
made him their President. 

Mr. Male thanked them for their kind remarks which 
he said he was sure were not at all deserved. Under 
the circumstances he felt he must accept. The work had 
not been done as it should have been. Without the help 
of the Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Male, he could not have 
carried on. He had worked with the utmost cooperation 
with Mr. Willett, and they had to thank him more than 
he (Mr. Male)—(“The President, No, no!”)—for the 
work he had done during the past four years. 

The proposal met with hearty and unanimous approval. 

Mr. Male proposed that the retiring Vice-Presidents 
(Messrs. Hancock, Broad, Parker, Verney and F. Willett) 
be re-elected, with exception that Mr. J. Willett take 
the place of Mr. Hancock, the retiring Vice-President. 

This was seconded and agreed to. 

The President thought Mr. Male ought to have some¬ 
one to help with the Secretaryship. Would Mr. Cole¬ 
man take on the Secretaryship for a year while Mr. 
Male was President *? 

Mr. Coleman : You won’t ask me to take it on any 
longer 1 

The President then moved that Mr. Coleman be 
elected Secretary. 

Mr. Hancock seconded, and the proposal was passed. 

The Hon. Sec. proposed that Mr. J. Willett be elected 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Verney seconded, and it was agreed to. 

Veterinary Fees. 

Mr. Male said the question was put on the agenda, 
as he had letters from one or two members saying they 
were sorry they could not come down and discuss it. It 
seemed to him it was a question for veterinary surgeons 
in certain districts to agree among themselves to in¬ 
crease the fees, Fees varied so much in different 
districts that if they could come to some arrangement 
among themselves they would do more good than if it 
was left to the National Veterinary Medical Association. 
If they all agreed to increase the fees no one could get 
the work done any cheaper, and the clients would have 
to pay. With regard to shoeing they had had a meeting 
of the farriers in Reading and district, and had put up 
the prices from time to time and they had had no diffi¬ 
culty whatever. 

The President mentioned that the fees charged in 
Glasgow for shoeing were 17/- for cart horses, 16/- for 
farm horses, 16/- for trotting vanners, and 10/- for cobs 
and ponies. 

The Hon. Sec. said that another reason why he put 
the resumed discussion on the agenda was so tnat 
members who had increased their fees 25 per cent., and 
had put it on their bills, could report whetner there had 
been any trouble arising from that source. He had put 
it on his bills, but had not had one question asked. He 
saw in the Derbyshire list that there were special 
increases for individual cases—foaling, calving, cleans¬ 
ing, etc. If they charged 25 per cent, all round, that 
would bring the amounts up, practically, to what they 
were in Derbyshire. If they charged 25 per cent, on 
mileage, that brought it up to 1/3 a mile. He simply 
added 25 per cent, on the bottom of the bill, which in¬ 
cluded the increase on medicines and everything else. 

Mr. Coleman said one charged more for short visits. 
He gave the items, but carried out no prices and put the 
sum total at the bottom. He had not had a single 
complaint. 
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The Hon. Sec. pointed out that there was a great deal 
of difference in the fees charged for tuberculin testing, 
anti-abortion inoculation, intra-tracheal injection for 
husk, and milk fever injection. 

The President : Can you suggest a price that should 
be charged ? [Mr. Male sqdd that on the Derbyshire list 
the minimum price was £1 Is. He did not know 
whether that was for one animal of a number.] (Several 
members : For one). 

Mr. Verney said that,they had added 10/6 after the 
first, he believed. 

The Hon. Sec. did not think they could fairly charge 
£1 Is. each for a large number of animals. He did 177 
one night not long ago, and did 76 two nights ago. He 
thought that if 5/- a head was charged that was a 
reasonable price for a large number, if the journeys were 
charged in addition. A guinea or a guinea-and-a-half 
and the journey was reasonable for a single case. As to 
anti-abortion injection the Board gave the material, and 
it was really sent out for the benefit of farmers, and was 
not for veterinary surgeons to make a big profit out of 
it. Viewing it from that light he had charged reduced 
fees where there was a large number of animals. He 
generally worked in a number of farms at the same 
time. As to intratracheal injection for husk the price 
wouid have to vary with the number of animals. If a 
few animals, one would have to charge 5/- a head. If 
there were from 30 to 40, 10 to 2 6 would be sufficient. 

Mr. F. Willett asked what should be the charge for 
tuberculin test in the case of four or five cows. 

Mr. Male : 10/- a head. 

Mr. F. Willett said he charged £1 Is. for the first, 
10 6 the next two, and 5 - each after that. 

Mr. Verney : It depends a great deal on your client, 
you cannot lay down a hard and fast fee. 

The President thought they should lay down a hard 
and fast fee. He would like each member to give his 
views individually. 

Mr. Hancock the question of a great number of ani 
mals being tested with tuberculin was subject to a 
special arrangement. But when they were doing, say. 
anything up to 20, he had never met with the least 
objection to £1 Is. for the first, and 10 6 for the second 
and for each nf the others up to 20. Over that number 
there should be a special fee. He also did a good deal 
of anti-abortion work. He had never met with the 
least objection to what he had charged, namely, 10/6 for 
a single one. If there were more it w-as always f> - a 
time. He thought it was well worth it; they get a 
great deal back for their money. Anti-abortion was one 
of the finest things they had. I charge for the journey 
1/- a mile. 

Mr. Coleman said he charged for testing with tuber¬ 
culin £1 Is. for the first; up to 15, 10/6 ; from 15 to 40, 
7/6, and 40 and over, 5 - each, plus the journeys in each 
case. For anti-abortnn he charged the journey and 2/6 
each head. They had had no small quantities to do. 
they were all 70’s, 80’s, or 50’s, so he could not tell what 
the charge would be in small cases. For intratracheal 
injection they charged 3 6 each when the numbers 
ranged from 50 to 80, plus the journey in all cases. 
With regard to mallein testing, they seldom got more 
than from 1 to 5, and charged £1 Is. each. He had got 
all the Inspectors in Wiltshire to sign a petition to the 
County Council, and as a result the fees for mileage bad 
been increased from 1 /- to 1/6, and from ft/- to 7/6 for 
inspections. 

Mr. Male : That usually has to do with the County 
Council, and you get a special scale. 

Mr. Verney said he was concerned mostly with dairy 
farmers, and the charged the journey and 5/- each for 
tuberculin testing. For anti-abortion he charged the 
farmer 2/6 each ; for intra-tracheal injections 1/6 each. 

He had taken to refuse Insurance Companies unless 
they paid a proper fee. 


Mr. Willett said he charged the same scale of fees 
as the Midlands. 

The President : It is the only way to treat them. 
The fees should be referred to the National, who should 
call a meeting to see if some basis could not be found 
for the whole lot. 

Mr. F. W. Willett said that he had added 25 per 
cent, to his bills with satisfactory results. Since the 
Midland scale of fees had come out he had increased his 
to correspond with them. 

The President : To sum up, it seems that there is a 
variation. Five practitioners of the Royal Counties are 
each charging practically different fees. There is no 
uniformity. Therefore, we ought to bring it to a head, 
and soon. Each particular county seems to have a par¬ 
ticular scale. Surely if we combined—and combination 
is ’everything- the Society should be able to have a 
definite scale of fees all round. Those who are better 
paid would not grudge the poorer paid members of their 
Society getting the same fees. I think there should be 
a committee of the Society who should lay down a set 
of charges and let the members of the Society subscribe 
to it as agreed -and stick to it. I would like the opinion 
of the members on that particular point. We are now 
in a stage of evolution. Everyone is combining, and we 
ought to combine a little more than >ve are doing. 

Mr. Hancock : How can you make all combine with 
those who are not members of this particular Associ¬ 
ation ? 

The President thought that if a man was not a 
member of the Association, but received a copy of their 
rules, he would agree to keep his fees up. They wanted 
to start afresh, and take prompt action in the matter. 

Mr. F. Willett said that when one saw the prices and 
turnover of practices advertised, they felt that some¬ 
thing must be done to raise the fees. With regard to 
some of the practices advertised, if the owners had sons 
wishing to become veterinary surgeons it did not seem 
possible that they could become such on the incomes 
that the parents were earning. 

Mr. Hancock : We are absolutely cutting our own 
throats. 

Mr. F. Willett said that therefore they should set 
an example. It was fright which kept others from 
charging more. If the Association fixed a scale of fees, 
after a short time veterinary surgeons who were not 
members would fall into line. 

The President said they might point out to a man 
outside the Association that he was undercharging, if he 
was doing so, and that, therefore, he was undercutting. 
He did not know that it would not be a matter for the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. if a man was undercutting 
another in order to get the work. 

Mr. Coleman thought it was a great shame that there 
were so many different fees in the different counties. 
They should be more uniform. 

The President said that that was what they were 
trying to draw into line. If the other men in their 
neighbourhood were out for the common good they 
would be much more likely to get members for the Asso¬ 
ciation than at present. That was his feeling as Presi¬ 
dent, and as he vacated the chair he would like to see it 
nut on a strong basis. They should get a Committee 
formed by the Royal Counties to formulate a scheme, 
as other Societies were doing, lay down the price, and 
advertise it in their papers, pointing out that, as union 
is strentb, it behoved all who are not members of the 
Society of their particular district to join now. 

The Hon. Sec. : Most veterinary surgeons around 
here are members. 

Mr. Hancock said it would have much greater force 
if they would, in the meantime, draw up a short list of 
minimum prices which they, as members of that Associa¬ 
tion, had pledged themselves to charge. 
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Mr. Vebney : I think it would be a good thing to 
have set fees. 

The President said he was not interested, being in 
London, but he would like members of the Association to 
help forward a scheme like that. 

Mr. F. WiLLErr said that as labour was going to fix 
their fees, it was time the veterinary profession fixed 
their prices. 

The President said that no doubt there would be a 
revival of everything ; everything would go ahead after 
the stagnation of the war. If they were not prepared to 
go forward with the others they would be left behind. 

Mr. Hancock moved that a small Committee be 
formed to formulate a list of fees for the special kind of 
work referred to, and report to the next quarterly meet¬ 
ing of the Association. 

Mr, F. Willett seconded, and the following were 
appointed : Messrs. Male, F. Willett, Verney, Coleman, 
Hancock, and Parker. 

The President said that if any man undercharged it 
should he considered an act derogatory to the Associa¬ 
tion, and he should be asked to resign. If the benefits 
of joining this Association were pointed out to prac¬ 
titioners he thought other members would join them. 

“ After-War Problems.” 

The President : I would like to make a few remarks 
to form a basis for discussion. There is no doubt the 
repatriation and re settling of the members of our pro¬ 
fession bristles with difficulties. It is only right that 
the older men and the non efficients should be returned 
first, more especially those who have practices of their 
own. The most useful and younger men would naturally 
be kept in the Army the longest. There must be a con¬ 
siderable number at the front who were not of much 
use, either through ill-health or want of adaptability, 
and had the war continued, it would have been the duty 
of the Veterinary Tribunal to have replaced these with 
younger men. Put the question is would many of these 
be available as assistants. Therefore unless men applied 
for by their former principals are released, the difficulty 
of getting good assistants will be still of some duration. 
Then there is the question of men repatriated who had 
practices previous to the war. Some men went to a 
near neighbour saying they were joining up, and would 
the neighbours carry on for them, signifying their 
intention of coming back. Others did not go to their 
nearest neighbour, or opponent, but to a man seven or 
eight miles away, and asked him to do what he could 
for them while they were away. Naturally, the clients 
went to the nearest man in the town, namely, the 
opponent of the man who was serving. Is that man in 
that town expected to hand over all the clients that had 
conie to him through the absence of the other man ? 
Naturally, if he had been approached to carry on by the 
man who went away, it would be a matter of honour 
for him to hand over the clients when he came back— 
that was, providing they could get the clients to go 
back. They could not marry a client to a professional 
man They might be more satisfied with the man they 
got in the interim than they were with the previous 
man. These are some of the difficulties I see. Some 
men had gone away without signifying their intention of 
coming back at all. They would expect—though they 
had no right to expect, to get all their clients back. 
They would feel raw if the man who had been serving 
them in the meantime did not hand them over. That 
would be a difficult matter for the College to solve. 
There is the case of a man who had been exempted by a 
Tribunal who was carrying on practice on behalf of the 
widow of a man who had “ gone West ” in the war. He 
has carried on the practice and paid 50 per cent, of the 
takings. The widow will have, under those circum- 
stances, a difficulty in selling the practice. The man 
could not carry on for the widow indefinitely, and the 


practice, when sold, would be practically the possession 
of the man who had been carrying on. 

Mr. V erney thought it would be largely a question for 
the clients. 

The President suggested that the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. should keep a register of gentlemen in the 
profession who were wanting eligible assistants. It 
would be a central plan, and a repatriated man passing 
through London could inspect the Register. A small 
charge should be made for tl\e registration. They had 
to advertise now. If it was published in the papers 
that there was & Register of practices to be sold and the 
vacancies for assistants at the R.C.V.S., open to the 
perusal of any man returning from the front, it would 
go far to solve the question of the difficulty of assistants. 
After all, it is a matter between the employer and the 
employee whether they agree as to remuneration. But 
it seems a simple way to put men into communication 
with jobs when they come home. 

Now, as to the Council of the R.C.V.S., I have had an 
opportunity lately of knowing there has been a lot of 
dissatisfaction with the Council itself. Someone sug¬ 
gested that the profession should “down tools,” and 
demand the resignation of the whole Council. I 
turned round and said I prefer constitutional 
methods. When eight men retire from the Council 
every year, how many more put up ? All admit new 
blood was wanted on the Council. Older men have done 
good work in their time and all honour to them, but 
they have outlived their utility on the Council, and in 
their places new and vigorous blood is needed. I would 
suggest that men who have gone out and done their bit, 
who have seen things, and had their minds broadened, 
are the men we want on the Council if we are to have 
vigorous treatment in the profession. It is their own 
fault if they do not get fresh men on the Council. 
Eight retire each year, and are usually nominated by 
their noble selves. If eight are required why do not 
twenty-four put up for the vacancies. 

Mr. Male : The eight need not be voted for. 

The President : They should propose twenty-four 
men as candidates for the vacancies. Then within three 
years they would get a new lot of blood on the Council, 
and I must say, it is wanted. There are five or six men 
on the Council who were serving with the Expeditionary 
forces. To my mind those men, as soon as they 
accepted Commissions, should have resigned. They have 
been non-effective members of the Council for four 
years, and if those men put up again their patriotism 
would not be forgotten, and the profession would vote 
for them. Those men are nominally upon the Council, 
but had no voting power. What happened I Twice, or 
three times, through the absence of a quorum the 
Council were not able to carryout the recommeodatious 
of the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Coleman : There has been a quorum only twice 
in three years. 

The President : Certain branches of the profession— 
the Army and Board of Agriculture, should have repre¬ 
sentatives on the Council, but why each School should 
have one or two representatives I cannot conceive. 
Surely when any question affecting the Schools arose 
the Council could be depended upon to deal justly with 
it. It does not matter where the members of the 
Council come from—Ireland, Scotland, or any other 
part of Britain, providing they attend the meetings. 
But some only attend one or two meetings a year. 
What is the use of that? If we are going to have a 
vigorous, strong Council, we want a strong voting and 
debating power. Some of the present members of the 
Council are head and shoulders above the others, and 
these few lead the rem&iuder—which does not tend to 
efficiency. 

In conclusion, I understand that the Council hopes to 
bring in a new Bill early in the next Parliamentary 
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Session, and I wish every success to their efforts, and 
that’s why I am averse to any revolutionary measure. 

One leading man says so and so, and the whole of the 
others vote in that direction. He moved : “ That the 
Royal Counties Veterinary Association agree that a 
resolution should be forwarded to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons urging upon them the advisability 
of keeping a Register of practices for sale, assistants 
wanting situations, and also vacancies for assistants, 
whereby those members returning to civil life from the 
Army may have the opportunity of being placed in suit¬ 
able employment. Ana that a small charge be made to 
cover expenses.” 

Mr. Coleman seconded. 

Mr. Vkrney quite agreed that there should be some 
new blood in the Council. 

Mr. Hancock said he could not say he had been very 
much struck with what his friends had told him with 
reference to the doings of the Council. They seemed to 
be divided into two camps, so to speak. That was not 
recently, but formerly there appeared to be a House of 
Lords and a House of Commons, and what the House of 
Lords suggested the Commons adopted. 

He liked what the President suggested as to the list 
of practices that required assistants and the practices 
that might be for disposal. It was a capital idea. They 
had to consider not only the chaps who had been prac 
tising, but a lot of graduates who were coming back and 
anxious to settle down. He took it that the essence of 
success with regard to a practitioner in the country was 
to put himself geographically in the right place. He 
suggested that the Councii should put up a list that 
would be a guide to those young fellows not so start in 
the wrong place. Otherwise some of them would be 
committing suicide professionally. If some of them did 
what they proposed they would have such a fall that 
they would never recover from it. He heartily endorsed 
all the President had said with regard to the desirability 
of new blood on the Council. Every public body like 
that should be replenished with fresh blood as often as 
possible. If people would come forward with views 
that ought to be pushed forward they would receive the 
hearty support of the members generally. 

Mr. Male : If the position is as the President de¬ 
scribes it, and the inefficient, through some cause or 
other, have to be liberated first— 

The President : I am only suggesting that in the 
course of human nature the Army will let them go first. 
I have no authority to say so. 

Mr. Male thought that if that was the case it was 
very bad luck indeed. Many of the best men had single 
handed practices which they had left at the beginning 
of the war and joined the Yeomanry and Territorials. 
If they were repatriated last it was very hard lnck on 
them. It was a matter that the Council should go into 
with the Army Veterinary Corps, so that those men 
who had single-handed practices, and who had to leave 
them all in a hurry to go into the Yeomanry, should be 
repatriated first. In other walks of life single-handed 
business men were going to be liberated first, and so it 
ought to be in the veterinary profession. 

If there was any doubt about the question it should 
be a matter for the Council to look into and act in the 
interests of men with single-handed practices. He had 
recently tried to get someone back, and he had a letter 
saying he did not see there was much chance. He did 
not know how they were going to judge as to who should 
come back and who should not. In any case they wanted 
to know definitely when they were coming back, whether 
this year or next, so that they would know what arrange¬ 
ments to make. Some definite statement should be 
made by the Army Veterinary Corps as to the system 
they were adopting with regard to the repatriation of 
these men. Il there was no system they should formu¬ 
late one. 


With regard to anomalies in war time practice that, 
as the President said, would be a very difficult problem 
indeed. One could only look at it from a point of 
honour. The men who had been away should oe given 
every facility to get back their clients. If the clients 
refused to go back it would be very awkward. He 
heartily agreed with the President on the resolution. 
It was an excellent idea. With regard to the men who 
had been in the ranks of the A.V.C during the war, he 
was very much afraid they would have a large number 
of ex-A.V.C. sergeants dumped down all over the 
country. He had a letter in which the writer said, “am 
seeking suitable employment either as a locum or in 
some large stables. I am forty years of age and accus¬ 
tomed to horses, with a slight knowledge of other ani¬ 
mals. I was a sergeant in the A.V.C. in France, and 
passed their vet.’s examinations . . . .” Another ser¬ 
geant in the A.V.C. wrote, asking if he knew of any job 
as assistant veterinary inspector under the Contagious 
Diseases of Animals Act. 

The President said had had two similar applications. 

Mr. Male said that it was a great pity the men were 
put into the position they were, because very often they 
did as much as the veterinary officer himself: they pre¬ 
scribed, treated the cases, and almost the whole thing 
was left in their hands. If these men came back ana 
competed with Army Veterinary Officers when in civil 
life they only had themselves to blame. 

The President : 1 think you can trust the Council 
in their new Bill to scrap that. 

Mr. Coleman said he would like to say a few words 
with regard to the Council. The position of the Council 
was caused entirely by the lethargy of the members of 
their own profession. The difficulty that any new blood 
had on that Council to bring forward fresh ideas was 
greater than words could express. They were shut up 
in a moment. What Mr. Willett said was perfectly true. 
Some men had done excellent work, but there were a 
few who ruled the roost entirely. He had fought very 
hard on two occasions to have the Committees elected 
individually, each name to be put up and voted upon. 
Once lie succeeded by forming a little caucus around 
him. At this time he was on the Library and Regis¬ 
tration Committees only. The following year he ob¬ 
jected that the Library Committee meetings were 
over in about a moment and that nothing much was 
done. Last year he again raised the objection, and they 
placed him on four or five Committees. On two or 
three occasions he brought forward matters concerning 
the A.V.C., and at last they shut his mouth by putting 
him on the War Emergency Committee. He would 
certainly very much like to see a reconstruction of the 
Council. At the present time the majority of the 
Council followed the lead of and supported about four 
men, whatever they said. As to the representation of 
Schools, he endorsed what Mr. Willett said : it was 
necessary thar, the Schools should be represented on the 
Council, but not by so many members ; it was tanta¬ 
mount to this—that the Schools ruled the profession. 
Anything that a School representative brought forward 
was almost sure to go dowm, and obtain support of the 
majority of the Council. The whole profession must 
cast aside its lethargy The majority, as soon as they 
obtained their diploma, took very little further interest 
in the politics of their profession, but he believed they 
were waking up a little. He could not say too em¬ 
phatically that the condition of the Council would not 
be altered until they had fresh blood in it and the pro¬ 
fession generally takes more interest in their work. So 
far as he could see the Council did not interest them 
selves in the welfare of the profession itself beyond 
what he might call the legal administrative part. They 
did not seem to interest themselves in the things nearest 
the heart of the general practitioner. The Council 
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should interest themselves in everything in which the 
profession was interested and give them the lead. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting and 
unanimously passed. 

Linseed Poisoning in Calves. 

Mr. Male said that his attention was drawn to 
linseed poisoning in calves by the sudden death of five 
calves from about one to five months old. Three were 
found dead in the morning and two were still alive but 
very weak. The stomach was distended, there was 
diarrhuea, clay coloured faeces but no temperature. The 
membranes were of a blush tinge. One of the calves 
died later. A post-mortem examination showed slight 
congestion of the fourth stomach and of the lungs ; 
otherwise the organs were healthy. It seemed very 
strange, and he made inquiries as to the feeding of the 
calves. He found they had had some linseed cake. He 
had a look at the cake ; it was from a very good make 
and in good order and they had only been fed with it 
recently or about 24 hours, when the illnesses commenced. 
It was stirred up with water and milk and given in a 
sort of emulsion. It was not boiled. He sent a sample 
to University College, Reading, who forwarded it to 
Dr. H. J. Lloyd for analysis. He reported that the 
fermentation test produced a very strong aroma of 
mustard and he was of opinion that this was the cause of 
the troubles. He also said “ It is not improbable that the 
enzyme in the mustard might evolve hydrocyanic acid 
from the linseed. But I have not tested this, and know 
of no evidence.” It seemed to him (Mr. Male) very 
strange that that mustard should cause the symptoms 
he said ; and he was not satisfied. It looked more like 
prussic acid poisoning especially considering the quick¬ 
ness with which the calves died. 

Mr. Verney : Was there any fulness and rigidity ] 

Mr. Male: Yes. He thought it over a lot, and 
consulted the authorities about mustard poisoning, but 
could not get any help Then he happened to see an 
article from the Board of Agriculture which seemed to 
solve the whole problem. The article was as follows 

“ From time to time the attention of the Board is 
directed to cases of illness, or even death, of calves 
resulting from the use of linseed or linseed cake. In 
view of the widespread popularity of these foods for 
calf-rearing, it is obvious that such cases of trouble must 
be comparatively rare , but they serve to direct attention 
to the fact that a certain amount of care is necessary in 
the feeding of linseed or linseed cake to young stock. 
The risk is neglible with adult animals, and in the case 
of young animals only arises when the linseed meal or 
linseed cake has been treated with water some little time 
before feeding . It is due to the fact that linseed con¬ 
tains two substances which in presence of water tend to 
interact and produce small quantities of the deadly 
poison, prussic acid. This does not prevent linseed and 
linseed cake being very good and safe foods whsn 
properly used. All that is necessary is that if the linseed 
[s treated with water at all it must be kept for a little 
time at practically boiling temperature. The safest 
plan is actually to boil the linseed with the water. If 
this cannot be done conveniently, and “scalding” is 
resorted to, it is necessary that the water should be 
absolutely boiling as it is poured on the meal, using at 
least ten times as much water as meal (1 gallon water to 
1 lb. meall and stirring carefully until quite free from 
lumps. If this procedure is followed closely the mixture 
should be quite safe to feed, especially if prepared not 
long before feeding time. 

As a rule home-grown linseed offers less risk of 
poisoning than linseed imported from hotter climates, 
but there is no linseed meal (or cake) which cannot be 
rendered quite harmless if properly prepared for feeding 
j n the manner indicated.” 


He brought the matter forward because he had never 
come across a case of poisoning in calves in that way. 
But evidently it had occurred before. As it was very 
fatal he thought it would interest the members. He 
would like to hear if any of them had found any similar 
caseB. 

Mr. Verney : I always advise that the linseed should 
be well boiled before giving it to young stock, but have 
had no cases of poisoning. 

Mr. Coleman : I should like to thank Mr. Male for 
bringing the matter forward. I have never thought of 
anything of the sort before. 

Calf Diphtheria. 

Mr. Male : During the last two or three years I came 
across a number of outbreaks of calf diphtheria, and as 
there was not much literature on it and the cases were 
rather interesting, I thought a description of them mjght 
be useful. Other names for the disease are contagious 
and ulcerative stomatitis. 

The disease is due to the necrosis bacillus, and it 
affects the young calf soon after weaning up to two or 
three months of age. Sometimes the outbreak is very 
virulent and a lot of calves die. At other times it seems 
to run more of a chronic course, and the calves recover. 
In one farm no less than 50 calves had died in the 
course of a year before I was called in. They could not 
wean any calves, and were in great trouble about it. I 
have usually found it where calves were kept in too 
great numbers in one shed, where the hygienic con¬ 
ditions were bad, where there was not enough sunlight, 
especially, too, when the food is poor. I have found 
one of the best means of treatment is to feed them well 
and give them plenty of milk. In the acute cases the 
calves are very ill. They lay dowm, are weak, have 
swollen glands, and all round the throat is very much 
enlarged. There are ulcers on the nose, on the lips, 
tongue and inside the mouth. When the mouth is 
opened they would see a white necrotic material on the 
side of the mouth and at the back of the throat. He 
supposed that was why it was called diphtheria. The 
calves dribble at the mouth, have a high temperature 
and are affected with diarrhoea. They will not eat, 
and breathe with difficulty with mouths open. They die 
very rapidly. I have seen as many as six and eight in 
one place dead with it. In other cases the disease 
seemed to be less acute ; the calves look bad, do not 
thrive, and have necrotic ulcers in the nose, etc. A post¬ 
mortem examination shows great congestion of all the 
organs, especially the lungs and liver. All the glands 
are inflamed and congested, especially round the throat. 
There is also a good deal of inflammation of the bowels. 
As to treatment I find that putting them under the best 
hygienic conditions, getting them in the sun, separating 
them in several lots, the worst cases in one lot, those 
that are recovering in another lot, and the healthy 
calves in anot her lot; and then feeding them with plenty 
of milk. [Mr. Verney : That is what they don’t get.] 

I find that in the way of treatment it was extra¬ 
ordinary how they picked up with Permanganate of 
potash and Potassium chlorate. In the way of preven¬ 
tive treatment I advise the isolation of the affected 
calves. I do not allow a man to suckle the calves, be¬ 
cause if they licked his fingers and he went from one to 
the other the disease would Despread in that way. I make 
them drink out of a bucket or a bowl, and disinfect it 
after each calf has drunk : or have a separate bucket for 
each calf. I also isolate tne attendant, and do not allow 
him to milk, or, if he does, to do that before he attends 
to the calves, otherwise the organism would get into the 
milk and infect the healthy ones. I advise cleaning 
them out very frequently and sprinkling slaked lime 
over the bed of straw. When these measures are carried 
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out there seems to be no difficulty, and they soon get 
rid of the disease. 

Mr. Coleman wished to again thank Mr. Male for his 
remarks, which were exceedingly interesting. He did 
not remember having come across such cases. 

Mr. V erney said he had not had similar cases. 

Mr. Parker : I have never had any. 

Mr. Male : My experience seems to be unique, 

The President thanked the members for the support 
they had given him during the three years that he had 
occupied tne chair, and he was to be congratulated that 
at the last meeting, though it was small in numbers, it 
was most prolific in discussion. He thought they had 
moved in the right direction in getting a few remarks 
on the Council, and the work they had to look forward 
to with regard to repatriated men. They had also had 
two very interesting cases from Mr. Male, which showed 
them what difficulties the profession often had to face. 

The Hon. Sec. proposed a very hearty vote of thanks 
to the President for his splendid services during the 
past three years. No one knew the difficulties he had 
nad to contend with during the war but he had stuck to 
his post and attended every possible meeting ; and had 
helped the Association in more ways than one. He had 
induced a lot of new members to join, had brought his 
friends down, and had been simply splendid. (Applause.) 

He was very pleased to propose that they give him 
their best thanks for all he nad done. 

Mr. Coleman : I shall be very pleased to second that. 

Mr. Verney : I support it in every way. He has 
kept the society going under very adverse circumstances. 

The vote was very cordially passed. 

The President said his heart was in the work, and 
he had only been too pleased to do all he could. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Dec. 20. 

The following dispatch has been received by the Secre¬ 
tary of State for War :— 

General Headquarters, Nov. 8, 1918. 
My Lord.—I have the honour to submit a list of 
names of tnose officers, serving, or who have served, 
under my command during the period February 25,1918, 
to midnight, September 16-17,1918, whose distinguished 
and gallant services and devotion to duty I consider 
deserving of special mention. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship’s 
obedient servant, 

D. Haig, 

Field -Marshal, Commanding-in-Chief, 
The British Armies in France. 

Commands and Staff. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) W. Ascott, r.a.v.c. (t.f.) ; Capt. (temp. 
Maj,) J. S. Bowden, r.a.v.c. (t.f.) ; Lt.-Col. (actg. Col.) 
R. L. Cranford, f.r.c.v.8., r.a.v.c. ; Maj. P. W. Dayer- 
Smitb, r.a.v.c. (t.f.) ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) R. A. Goode- 
ridge, R.A.V.C.; Capt. (actg. Maj.) E. Hearne, r.a v.c. ; 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) S. E. Holmes, r.a.v.c., (s.r.) ; Capt. 
(temp. Maj.)T.Lishman, r.a.v.c. : Maj. L. MacDonald, 
R.A.V.C.; Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) J. A. B. MacGowan, 
B.A.V.C.; Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) A. W. Mason, r.a.v.c. 
(t.f.); Col.and hon. Maj.-Gen. J. Moore, c.b., f.r.c.v.8. 
(late r-a.v.c.) ; Maj. W. W. R. Neale, r.a.v.c. ; Capt. 
(temp. Maj.) C. E. Neill, r.a.v.c. (t.f.); Maj. (temp. 
Lt.-Col.) W. A. Pallin, D.s.o., F.R.C.V.S., r.a.v.c.; Capt. 
(actg. Lt.-Col.) E. W. Parks, r a v.c. (t.f.); Capt. 
(actg. Maj.) J. F. Rankio. r.a.v.c. (t.f.); Temp. Capt, 
(actg. Maj.) C. VV. B. Sikes, r.a.v.c. ; Capt. (actg. Maj.) 
F. B. Sneyd, b.a.v.c. (s.r.) ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) W. H. 
Taylor, r.at,c. 


The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing promotions and appointments for valuable ser¬ 
vices rendered in connexion with the war in India 
(dated June 3, 1918). 

O.B.E. 

Lt.-Col. George Kemp Walker, c.i.e., f.r.c.v.8., Ind. 
Civil Vety Dept. 

War Office, Dec. 19. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of War for valuable service ren¬ 
dered within the Union of South Africa in connexion 
with the Campaign in German South-West Africa and 
German East Africa 

Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) J. G. Bush, a. a. v.c.; Maj. A. 
Goodall, s.a.v.c. ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) S. I. Johnston, 
s. a. v.c. 


Buckingham Palace, Dec. 19. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of the 
Palace at 10.30 o’clock this morning. 

The following Officers were severally introduced into 
the presence of The King, when His Majesty invested 
them with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted : - 

The Most Distinguished Order of 
St. Michael and St. George. 

Lieut.-Colonel Frank Baldrey, r a.v.c. 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

Major Percy Simpson, r.a.v.c. 


Buckingham Palace, Dec. 21. 
His Majesty held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 10.30 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of His Majesty, when The King invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 

The Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael 
and St. George and the Distinguished Service 
Order. 

Companion— Col William Smith, r.a.v.c. 


Extracts from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Dec. 19. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Capt. to be actg. Maj. T. L. Sbea (Oct. 8, 1917). 

Dec. 21. 

Temp. Qrmrs. and Lieuts , r.a.v.c., to be Capts., under 
Art. 330, R. Wt. for pay and promotion : —J. Daunt 
(Nov. 2); H. Barrs (Nov. 9). 


DEMOBILIZATION.—NO PRESENT BEL EASE. 

The War Office desires it to be known that officers 
and men cannot at present be demobilized from the fol¬ 
lowing corps, which are essential to the work of demobil¬ 
izing the Army:—Royal Army Servi.-e C<>rp<, Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps, Royai Army Veterinary Corps, 
Remount Corps, Diiectorate of Military Railways 
(France), and Army Pay Corps. 

Applications from members of these corps cannot be 
considered at present, even on the production of approved 
offers of employment from pre-war employers, but the 
fact that employment awaits an individual is to be 
recorded with a view to bis being demobilized at as 
early a date as possible. 
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SWINE FEVER ADMINISTRATION. 

The Editor , The Veterinary Record.” 

Sir, 

lam very pleased to see letter in to-day's Record 
on this matter, as I have also considered as to whether 
one ought not to ventilate one ’3 views on the point ! 
It is most humiliating and unfair for an old established 
petitioner in a well known practice to be called in by 
is clients and to be forced to tell them that he cannot 
proceed further, and then to hear later that a young 
practitioner some miles away has attended ; and in at 
least one case known to the writer the M.R.C.V.S. 
acting* for the B. of A. is well under military age ! 

It is scarcely the way to make one very loyal to the 
Veterinary department of the B of A. ; and in addition, 
as your correspondent states, the distance involved is 
often great —so much for economy in petrol as practised 
by a government department. 

21/12/18 Yours etc., Fed rp. 


Dear Sir, 

I have read “ Fairplay’s letter with great interest 
and consider he has faithfully represented the views of 
the country practitioner on the swine fever business. 
So far I have failed to see why veterinaries should be 
sent long distances to take over work which could be 
just as well —and m some instances more expeditiously— 
carried out by the man on the spot. 

I prefer to remain “ incognito ” so will subscribe myself 
your “New Correspondent.” 


Sir, 

I have read “ Playfair’s letter re administration of 
Veterinary Department of Board of Agricultnre, *and 
consider it savours very strongly of jealousv. His 
modus operandi. of supplying all Veterinary Surgeons 
with forms is impracticable ; one might just as well say 
that every doctor should be a M.O.H. 

If the duties of the Board’s Veterinary Officer are so 
onerous, and limited to killing pigs and forwarding 
viscera to London, as Playfair states, then I should 
suggest the appointment of all butchers as f ally qualified 
for the position. 

I should have thought that with “ Playfair’s ” extensive 
practice among prize stock he would not have wanted 
to stoop to the killing of pigs and forwarding of viscera 
to the Board of Agriculture. 

Yours etc., Country Practitioner. 


Linseed Poisoning. 

The following letter appeared in a recent issue of The 
North British Agriculturist and The Scottish Farmer. 
The official leaflet states distinctly that cases of this 
poisoning occur sporadically, and this experience en¬ 
dorses the statement. It also demonstrates that the 
causal trouble is still unknown whether of soil, of 
ripeness, or of storage 

“I have, for upwards of twenty year*, invariably fed 
my calves on some form of linseed linseed oil cake 
me&l, etc., and though preparing these meals in the very 
way to encourage poisoning (according to the article 
referred to), I never saw any bad results. In fact I 
have had each year about the best c;iIves to be seen in 
the district. I would like to hear what others have to 
say on the subject. I first mix the meal in sufficient 
cold water to form a smooth paste, then allow it to 
stand for twelve hours. An equal amount of hot water 


is added before feeding, the whole being mixed with 
skim milk. 

Mixing oilcake meal with boiling water is impossible 
as it forms into lumps which cannot be broken up. 
Mixing with cold water and then bringing to the boil 
works well, but I am afraid most farmers would consider 
this too much trouble.” 


OBITUARY. 

Guillaume Francois Marais, b.a, b.sc., m.r.c.v.b. 
Volksrust, Transvaal. 

Graduated, Lond: Dec. 1913. 

Death of Mr. Q. P. Marais. 

Volksrust, Saturday.—The death of Mr. Guillaume 
Francois Marais, Government Veterinary Surgeon at 
Volksrust, has deeply moved the community. When 
the epidemic assumed alarming proportions, the com¬ 
mittee in charge of relief measures sent to the Govern¬ 
ment an urgent appeal to release for the time being 
Mr. Marais from Government duties that he might 
assist in fighting the plague. This being granted, the 
deceased officer threw himself with energy into the 
work, toiling day and night. His duties took him to 
the Railway Compound, where he ministered to the 
stricken families, and in this notorious region contracted 
the 'disease which cost him his life. A well-known 
Pretoria doctor, a friend of deceased in his student days 
who, on learning of the illness of his friend at Volksrust, 
came down specially to help him, has written a mem. 
orium eulogy, in which he condemns the compound, 
After Mr. Marais’ death, will the Railway Administra¬ 
tion, it is asked, now rise to its responsibilities and pro¬ 
vide decent sanitary dwellings for its white workers - 
Deceased, who was 33 years of age, was transferred to] 
Volksrust from Pretoria. He had endeared himself to 
the community, and was unusually esteemed. At the 
the coffin was covered with floral wreaths.— Rand Daily 
Mail. 

[The date of death is not given. The correspondent 
who sends us the cutting dates from the Veterinary 
Research Laboratory, Onderstepoort, Nov. 14, and we 
may conclude from that that Mr. Marais’death occurred 
about a week previously.] 

Robert Elliott, late Major r.a.v.c. Putney, 

London, S.W. N. Edin.: Dec., 1902. 

Major Elliott, who had been in ill-health for some 
time past, died on Friday, 20th inst. 


Mr. Lawrence 0. Tipper, of Messrs. B. 0. Tipper & 
Son, Birmingham, received a pressing invitation to come 
forward as a non-party candidate for the Mosley 
Division of Birmingham After considering all the 
circumstance*, he decided not to seek election. Mr. 
Tipper has worked for years to secure allotments and 
small holdings, but he considers it illusory and foolish 
to suggest their creation on the gigantic scale fore¬ 
shadowed. He believes in placing suitable men on the 
land in suitable places. Along with this it must be 
provided that the agriculturists get a satisfactory re¬ 
compense for their labour as the artisan. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the namea and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communications for the Editors to be addressed 

20 Fulham Road, London, S.TV 3. 
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An Accompaniment to Demobilisation. 

At the meeting of the Royal Counties V.A., 
reported last week, the probability that we may 
have 4i a large number of ex-A.V.C. sergeants 
dumped down ail over the country ” in quest of 
veterinary employment was referred to by Mr. 
Male, and several instances in point were mentioned. 
There is no doubt that this is a very real and serious 
danger ; and we should be prepared to face it with¬ 
out any illusions. 

The ex-N.C.O. who has gained some Army 
veterinary experience has long been familiar to us. 
Long before the Army Veterinary Service possessed 
a subordinate staff of its own, ex-farrier sergeants 
and the like were accustomed to advertise them¬ 
selves as being capable of taking “ complete veteri¬ 
nary charge” of studs. Some of them were by no 
means ignorant, and succeeded in obtaining much 
work that ought to have been performed by our 
profession. The present N.C.Os. of the R.A.V.C. 
are much more dangerous than these men, because 
generally more efficient. They have been trained 
by and have worked under veterinary officers, and 
many of them have now had considerable experi¬ 
ence in equine disease^ and injuries of almost every 
description. Many, also, in these days of universal 
service, are much better educated than were most 
iLC.Os. of the old voluntary Army. The best of 
them are probably far superior to the bulk of the 
now rapidly disappearing Registered Practitioners ; 
aud they may prove the most formidable unqualified 
opponents we have ever had to face. 

A good deal of this opposition seems practically 
inevitable. The Council can deal with men who 
infringe our Act; but it is not in the least likely 
that any additional legislation against unqualified 
practice can be obtained. Thus it will be possible 
for these men to compete a good deal with us on an 
unqualified footing; and we must see to it that 
their hands are not made stronger than they already 
are. 

One immediate precaution may do something to 
lessen the evil. Veterinary officers can exercise the 
greatest care in the wording of any testimonials or 
recommendations to men who have served under 
them in the R.A.V.C. This does not mean that 
deserving subordinates should not be well recom¬ 
mended ; it simply means that all such recommend¬ 
ations sbould be framed to exclude the idea of any¬ 
thing like complete veterinary knowledge and 
efficiency on the part of their possessors. With 
care, this can be done without injustice. A little 
carelessness, on the other hand, may produce a 
testimonial which may be used as a glowing 
advertisement. 


Our Representative Constitution. 

In an article entitled “ Medical Schisms,” the 
Medical Correspondent of The Times discusses 
(Dec. 80) the present situation of domestic politics 
in the medical profession. The recently-formed 
Medico-Political Union has been steadily gaining 
ground on its rival, the much older organisation 
“ The British Medical Association.” The latter is 
making strenuous efforts to become the represent¬ 
ative professional body, though its future prospects 
are somewhat dubious. 

“There is no body, indeed, which can claim to speak 
for all the doctors in the country except the General 
Medical Council, and the claim of that body has scarcely 
been advanced seriously. The extent of this misfortune 
is far greater than generally recognised, and will increase 
as time passes. It is in the nature of things that states¬ 
men should wish to have medical advice on matters of 
medical policy. Whom are they to consult ?” 

The Royal College of Physicians, nor the Royal 
College of Surgeons, nor the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion can be called representative, and the suggestion 
is made that the time has come to remedy this defect 
by setting up a central medical representative body. 

“Every registered medical practitioner should have 
as many votes as there may be places on this body and 
voting should be by post. Elections should take place 
once a year. The new body should thus be represent¬ 
ative of the profession as a whole, and could deal in the 
name of the profession with »ny minister.” 

And the public would have the advantage of 
considered medical advice on the great health 
questions about to be dealt with. 

The organisation here proposed as an ideal for 
the medical profession follows exactly the lines of 
the constitution of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. While the Royal College 
of Surgeons still deprives its members who are not 
Fellows of the right to vote, the veterinary pro¬ 
fession vigorously repudiated this anomaly in those 
lively days preceding the 1892 Charter, and it was 
then and there abolished. Something has been 
said recently on the question of the constitution of 
the Council, and the need for “ new blood ” but it 
is obviously not the system which is at fault. If 
the Council is not what it should be the remedy lies 
easy to hand. The Council is elected by the 
suffrages of the profession, and if it is alleged that it 
is not representative of the profession, the blame is 
on the profession and not on the Council. If the 
profession can find candidates for election to the 
Council, who will do better than any of the present 
members, now is the time to nominate them. 
The voting papers for the next election will be sent 
out to members outside the United Kingdom at the 
end of January, 





2l8 


THE VETERINARY RECORD January 4,1919 


There is one reservation as to the selection of 
couneilmen which should not be lost sight of, 
especially in so small a body. A member is elected 
for a term of four years, and in most cases this 
term is considerably increased by re-election. In 
an emergency, such as, for instance, the Charter of 
1892, it may become advisable to elect men who 
have strong opinions on a particular question : but 
unless the men so elected are men of known 
capacity, this procedure may result in burdening 
the Council with a group of nonentities for years 
afterwards. 


TRIORCHIDY IN THE HORSE. 

In the spring of 1918 you published several com¬ 
munications anent a case of castration which ended 
in an unfortunate manner to the operator and also 
to the profession. According to the published evi¬ 
dence on both sides I came to the conclusion that 
the practitioner, against whom the case went, was 
speaking the truth—that he did remove two tes¬ 
ticles. I intended at the time to offer some remarks 
on the case, but, unfortunately, something occurred 
to rttract my attention elsewhere and so forgot the 
incident. 

Personally, I think the case was one of triorchidy 
—one in which the animal was the carrier of three 
testicles, of which only two were apparent at the 

Sometimes the third testicle may be apparent at 
the time of the removal of the other two, but mostly 
this descends at a later date, even us late as a year 
after the first operation. 

There are many such cases recorded in our 
annals, and it has also been described by several 
masters of veterinary surgery. 

It is a pity the victim in the law case did not 
proceed for a new trial and call expert evidence to 
clear not only his own good reputation, but also to 
safeguard the profession against a further charge of 
unskilfulness—which it amounted to. 

Scrutator. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 

[National V.M. A.— Southern Branch.] 

An ordinary general meeting was held on Thursday, 
December 5th, at 10 Red Lion Square, London W.C., 
the President, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, occupied the 
chair. 

The following signed the attendance book Messrs. 
N. Almond, J. B. Buxton, W. R. Davie, H. Grav; Maj. 
F. Hobday, R.A.v.c. ; Messrs. Herbert King, W. S. King, 
J. W. McIntosh, H. G. Parkin, W. Perryman, R. A. 
Philp, J. Rowe, F. G. Samson, C. Sheather, F. H. 
Stain ton, W. N. Thompson, and Hugh H. MacCormack, 
Hon. Sec. 

Minutes. On the motion of Mr. Davis, supported by 
Mr. Almond, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read. 

Correspondence. The Secretary announced that he 
had received postcards from Mr. Woolston and Mr. J. 
Willett regretting their their inability to attend, and 
also a letter from Mr. Stroud, intimating that he was 
a victim of influenza. 

It would be remembered that, at the last meeting of 
the Society, he (Mr. MacCormack) had been requested 


to communicate with Mr. Whitlamsmith with regard to 
that gentleman’s resignation. He, had made this com¬ 
munication, and had received the following reply :— 

“Thanks very much for your letter and many thanks 
to the Fellows. I have been going to resign for years, 
as I never seem able to get to the meetings. 1 shall be 
pleased if you will now accept my resignation. Kindest 
regards.” 

The President : As Mr. Whitlamsmith adheres to 
his resolution to resign, we have no alternative but to 
suggest that the resignation be accepted. Mr. Rowe 
proposed, and Mr. Samson seconded a motion to that 
effect, which was accordingly carried. 

The Secretary further announced that he had received 
Bulletin No. 77 from the Agricultural Research Institute, 
on the subject of Camel Feeding Experiments, by Mr. 
H. E. Cross. 

The President said that the articles by Mr. Cross 
on the suhject named were good articles, and he thought 
the thanks of the Society were due to Mr. Cross for the 
Bulletin he had sent. A letter of thanks from the 
Society would be sent to Mr. Cross. 

Re election of Prof. J. Macqueen. 

Prof. Wooldridge recalled the fact that about a year 
ago Prof. Macqueen had expressed the ouinion that in 
existing circumstances the Society would do well ts 
adjourn its meetings, and, consistently therewith, had 
wit hdrawn from the Society, in spite of the request that 
he should retain his membership. Prof. Macqueen had, 
however, intimated that when hostilities ceased he 
would doubtless rejoin the Society. Also he had told 
the speaker, before the signing of tne armistice, that he 
intended to proceed to re election, as he felt the war was 
drawing to its end. Meantime, the Professor had sent 
in his request to the Secretary, and the matter bad been 
put on the agenda. [The President therefore called for 
a ballot, which, being taken, showed that Prof. Macqueen 
had been unanimously re-elected.] 

COCCIDIOSIS IN THE RABBIT. 

J. B. Buxton, f.r.c.v.8., d.v.h. 

The increasing value of the rabbit as an article of food 
during the last few years has proportionately increased 
the significance of epizooties to which these animals are 
susceptible. The prevalence of coccidiosis is undoubt¬ 
edly far more extensive than is generally supposed, and 
is of considerable economic importance. 

The predisposing causes of the disease are primarily, 
of course, the introduction into the rabbitry of infected 
stock, insanitary conditions of housing, ana general un- 
hygenic principles of feeding, etc. 

The causal agent is the Coccidivm oviforme (C. cuni- 
culi or Eimeria stiedae). 

The Coccidiidea are sporozoaof the sub-division Telo- 
sporidia, in the life-cycle of which the re-productue 
phase is distinct from the trophic. 

The Coccidia are small oval bodies with granular pro¬ 
toplasm and a nucleus. 

Reproduction is both sexual (Sporogony), and asexual 
(Shizogony). The form of parasite most commonly ob¬ 
served consists of an oval cell 20-40 u by 15-20 u with a 
well-marked wall or cell envelope surrounding a mass of 
granular protoplasm which frequently only partially fills 
the cell, and has a more or less centrally placed nucleus. 
Such forms represent the final stage of the life history 
of the parasite in the animal body; they are called 
OocyBts. 

The life cycle of the parasite is somewhat complicated, 
but in order that the spread of the disease may be satis¬ 
factorily limited some knowledge of the manner of re¬ 
production and of its various phases is essential to the 
clinician. The oocysts are expelled from the body with 
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the fasces, and under favourable conditions of warmth 
and moisture the cell contents divide into two, and then 
into tour spherical bodies called Sporoblasts. These 
sporoblasts elongate and become sporocysts, each of 
which later divides into two crescentic bodies—falci¬ 
form corpuscles or sporozooites. 

The mother cyst, that is the cyst containing the 
origin.-'1 sporocysts is very resistant to adverse con¬ 
ditions and retains its vitality for very considerable 
periods, probably longer in dry than in moist sur¬ 
roundings. 

If a rabbit ingests such a cyst, the wall becomes 
dissolved and the sporocysts are liberated. These in 
turn, mpture and set free the sporozooites or falciform 
corpuscles. These are actively motile bodies which 
penetrate, by means of their sharp anterior extremities, 
into the interior of the epithelial cells of the small 
intestine or bile ducts, lose tbeir motility and become 
Hctiizoni s. 

Sr/tt jMjony (Asexual reform faction). The schizont is a 
sphericl, non-encapsulated body which contains a 
nucleus and several vacuoles ; and it grows at the 
expeii-c of the epithelial cell. The nucleus soon divides 
into a number of daughter nucleu each of which 
becomes surrounded by a mass of the cell protoplasm 
which assumes a crescentic form, so that the bodies 
resemble the quarters of an orange, these are called 
merozmies. The epithelial cell ruptures and the 
merMZf 'ites are set free, many die, but others penetrate 
fresh epithelial cells where they (a) lose their motility, 
and again become schiznuts, so repeating the process, 
which is extremely rapid, and accounts for the very 
quick spread of the disease in the infected animals, or 
(h) become converted into male or female elements— 
microgametes or macrogainetes. 

SjKfT(»jony (Sexual reproduction). Cells which are 
destined to become inacrogametes increase slowly in size 
and develope numerous chromatin granules. The 
macrogamete by means of contractile movements reaches 
the surface of the epithelial cell where it becomes 
spherical, non motile, and exhibits a well marked nucleus 
and ah enveloping membrane with a break in its con¬ 
tinuity at one point, the micropyle. 

Cells which are about to become microgametes grow 
rapidly, s he nucleus breaks up into numerous fragments, 
which become arranged round the periphery of the 
micrngaiuetoblast, and each nucleus then becomes 
surroum **d by a mass of protoplasm. The nucleii 
become elongated and comma shaped, and two flagella 
appear towards the anterior extremity. These are the 
microgametes which on account of their flagella are 
motile, and soon become free of the microgametoblast 
and closely resemble the spermatozoa of the higher 
animals. 

The microgametes are attracted by the macrogametes, 
a single male element penetrates the female cell at the 
micropyle which then closes. The microgamete fuses 
with the nucleus of the macrogamete so forming the 
rx^cyst or zygote and the cycle is completed. 

Lesions, 

There are two types of lesions—the hepatic and the 
intestinal. The former may be called the chronic form 
of t he disease when it occurs alone, and the intestinal or 
the coexistence of the two types constitute the acute 
form of the disease. 

The hepatic type is the more frequently observed, 
l>ecause it is the less fatal and the more obvious on 
post-mortem examinatian. It is characterised by the 
formation of abscesses which originate in the epithelium 
of the bile ducts and have a ramified appearance. These 
abcessps may be few in number and appear as small 
whitish areas in the liver substance, or tney may be so 
numerous as to give the organ a distorted, lumpy, 


appearance. The disease may resolve spontaneously, in 
which case, upon post-mortem examination, one only 
sees cic. tricial scars upon the surface or in the substauoe 
of the liver. 

In young rabbits the disease frequeutly runs a very 
rapid pourse, in which case the hepatic lesions are more 
generalised, the bile ducts are dilated and white streaks 
resembling the roots of a tree, produced by these dilated 
duct8, are seen radiating in all directions. 

The process begins by the invasion of the epithelium 
of the bile ducts by the coccidia which result in the 
destruction of the cells. Later there is a marked 
hyperplasia of the epithelia and a papillary proliferation 
of the bile ducts so that they become much branched 
cavities instead of simple canals. The connective tissue 
becomes hypertrophied, producing at first a venous con¬ 
gestion and later atrophy of the gland. 

The internal organs are pale in colour, while the blood 
appears to be watery and there is an absence of fat in 
the abdominal cavity. 

A section of the liver, upon microscopic examination 
shows that the abcesses are formed by greatly distended 
bile ducts, partly fused together and separated from 
the hepatic tissue by fibrous tissue, these contain 
immense numbers of coccidia in the epithelial cells 
lining the ducts. 

In the intestinal form, which is most frequently 
brought under one’s observation in the case of young 
rabbits, the lesions are most marked in the first few 
inches of the small intestine. There is a general redness 
and some thickening of the mucous membrane, with 
small areas of a more intense colour which later 
develope into minute nodules. Occasionally the area 
of congestion involves the stomach also, in which case 
the organ contains a small quantity of watery mucus, 
but no food. 

Microscopically a scraping of the mucous membrane 
reveals numbers of the coccidia. A section of such an 
intestine shows large numbers of the parasites in the 
epithelium of the tubular glands. 

Symptoms. 

When one’s attention is called to an outbreak of the 
disease in a colony, the adult animals, although suffering 
from the chronic hepatic fonn of the disease may show 
no symptoms. Young rabbits however appear to be 
generally unthrifty, their coats are staring, the mucous 
membranes are pale and they are badly nourished and 
obviously “pot bellied.” Diarrhoea is often present, 
but the fieces are seldom blood stained. There is loss 
of appetite, the emaciation gradually progresses, the 
animal becomes slowly weaker and finally dies. 

In other cases the animal is “pot bellied” and 
generally unthrifty, but, the appetite remains fairly 
good, and death takes place suddenly as a result of an 
obvious intoxication. 

Diagnosis. 

During life the condition may be diagnosed by the 
microscopic examination of watery suspensions of the 
! fivees. The oocysts appear as oval bodies closely re¬ 
sembling the ova of nematode worms. In some in¬ 
stances parasites are seen in which the protoplasmic 
contents show changes associated with the earlier stages 
of reproduction. In chronic cases it is usually necessary 
to make many examinations of the faeces at frequent 
intervals, since the expulsion of the oocysts is not con¬ 
tinuous, but depends upon the periodic breakdown of 
old lesions. 

Treatment. 

Preventive measures. When the disease makes its 
appearance in the rabbitry the animals which show no 
symptoms should be removed to clean and hygienic 
quarters and should be strictly isolated, All obviously 
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infected animals should be killed off, but when this 
is not possible they should be segregated into small 
groups. 

The tame rabbit is by nature a cleanly animal, and 
invariably selects a certain area of its habitation for the 
deposit of excreta. Cleanliness is essential, alj faeces 
should be burnt and the hutches scrubbed thoroughly 
with a hot solution of Lysol or other reliable disinfect¬ 
ant. Foodstuffs which may by any chance have become 
contaminated should be used only for animals which 
are known to be infected. Since the parasite is trans¬ 
mitted from animal to animal by means of the fieces or 
food contaminated by them, any ground upon which in¬ 
fected animals have been should be dressed with lime 
and, when possible, dug over. 

Curative treatment. It is better not to attempt cura¬ 
tive measures. If, however, it is decided to do so, tonics 
should be given, especially sulphate of iron and, because 
the animals eat it so readily in their food, gentian. In 
the intestinal form and in the early stages of the dis¬ 
ease, disinfectants, such as Chloramine T. may be given 
by the mouth in small gelatine capsules. The food 
should consist of dry concentrated material and wet 
greenstuff. Roots and bran should be avoided. Clean 
cold water should be available at all times. 

Meat Inspection. 

From this point of view the flesh of infected rabbits 
cannot be considered as dangerous to health. In the 
acute type of the disease its value is, of course, im¬ 
paired owing to the serious disturbance of health, and 
in severe cases in which there is marked emaciation the 
flesh would be considered unfit for human consumption. 

COCCIDIOSIS IN OTHER ANIMALS. 

C. oviforme is considered by Guillebeau as the causal 
agent in red dysentry of cattle (dyRenteria lHemorrhagica 
coccidiosa) frequently seen in parts of Switzerland, and 
occasionally in other European countries. The parasite 
may be demonstrated in the blood-stained faeces and in 
the mucous membrane of the colon of infected animals. 
It is from 20 to 25 u by 15 n. Infection experiments 
have reproduced the disease. 

A coccidiosis of sheep has been observed in the United 
Stated of America and in Europe. The lesions are 
usually confined to the intestinal mucosa and especially 
that of the small bowel, but may also be seen occasion¬ 
ally in the fourth stomach. The mucous surface be¬ 
comes studded with small nodules from j to .1 of an inch 
in height. The coccidia are found in the epithelium of 
the tubular glands associated with the conical out¬ 
growths. 

In birds, C. avium or TeneUenm , which is probably 
identical wuth C. oviforme, is responsible for several 
pathological conditions. Blackhead or enterohepatitis 
of turkeys, some forms of white diarrhoea of chicks and 
of young artificially-reared pheasants, and possibly some 
forms of roup in fowls have been shown to be caused by 
coccidia. 

The coccidium described as C. per fora m or C. hominis 
and found in the epithelial cells of the intestine of man 
and of rabbits has been shown by Rivolta and Metzner 
to be the same species as C. cuniculi. 

Cubler and Silcocks have described the occurrence of 
purulent cysts in the human liver in which coccidia, 
identical with those of the rabbit, were found to be 
actively multiplying. 

C. biyeminum is responsible for a h;einorrhagic enter¬ 
itis of dogs and cats, and is probably the same parasite 
as that found by Kjellburg in the intestinal villi of a 
man and should be classified with the diplospora—a 
enus closely related to the coccidia, and characterised 
y the fact that the oocyst produces two sporocysts each 
of which gives rise to four sporozooites. 


C.fmcum was considered by Olt to be responsible 
fora granular eruption on the pig’s skin. As a result 
of the examination of serial sections of such skin he 
found that the pathological process arose in the sweat 
glands, in the epithelia of which coccidia of a somewhat 
brownish colour were multiplying. 

The genus coccidium comprises about forty species 
which are parasitic in mammals, birds, reptiles, fisn and 
insects. 

Discussion. 

Mr. Gray opened the discussion. Personally, he 
thanked Mr. Buxton for his interesting paper, because 
he felt that the subject, which came within the province 
of veterinary medicine, was one which should be venti¬ 
lated by the veterinary profession, instead of being left 
to outsiders to bring before the public. Having been a 
rabbit keeper all his life, he knew something of the dis¬ 
ease under discussion. He noted, however, that Mr. 
Buxton appeared to overlook the fact the fact that, in 
this country, coccidiosis had been observed, in cattle 
and sheep, by sevtral members of the profession, from 
Sir John M‘Fadyean downwards. Probably it was 
much more prevalent than the majority suspected. Mr. 
Buxton had stated that the parasite, which caused the 
disease in rabbits » as the same as that which occasioned 
it in birds. Anent. this he would say that Dr. Fantbam, 
the distinguished zoologist, of the School of Tropical 
Medicine, Liverpool, had investigated the disease in 
birds more considerably than anyone else in the country, 
and had concluded that the coccidium of the rabbit 
and that of the bird were different. This view agrees 
with that held by most of the eminent zoologists who 
have given it attention on the Continent of Europe. 

Mr. Buxton had remarked, further, that the disease 
was common in wild rabbits, a remark supported by Dr. 
Sheridan L)el4pine, of Manchester, who, many years ago, 
asserted that the disease occurred in 92 percent.of wild 
rabbits. Certainly in some years it was common. The 
speaker recalled his own experience in endeavouring to 
“pot” rabbits in the outskirts of woods during summer 
evenings, and had found that the animals he succeeded 
in “potting” were generally affected by coccidiosis. He 
assumed that those that were alert in not allowing him 
to get within range of them were the more healthy 
rabbits. 

With regard to tame rabbits, he was of opinion that 
infestation in country districts was mostly caused by 
owners collecting food from plantations and other places 
where wild rabbits existed. He had sent from London 
tame rabbits, perfectly healthy, to his place in tho 
| country, and they had contracted coccidiosis in, as he 
believed, the manner he had just described, and they 
had died of it. His experience was that young rabbits 
did not always die from the intestinal form, but some¬ 
times from the hepatic form of coccidiosis. He had ex¬ 
perience with young rabbits—seven or eight months old 
—sent up from Somerset in an apparently healthy con¬ 
dition. which had died within a couple of weeks of 
arrival in London. The post-mortem revealed rigid and 
friable intestinal walls, dotted all over with small white 
spots, and lined by a mucous membrane that resembled 
sand-paper. The symytoms were profuse diarrhoea 
and a total loss of appetite. The livers were perfectly 
sound. 

With regard to the danger of coccidiosis to man, he 
thought that if there were any risk the disease should 
be very common ; but he did not credit infestation in 
man, nor in cattle— from rabbits ; on the contrary, he 
believed that the parasites were peculiar to the host 
species, and were not identical. He noticed that this 
year there had been few wild rabbits about. Was it 
due to the fact that in consequence of the high price 
obtained for them last winter farmers were inauced to 
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kill them down I Or was it due to coccidiosis ? When 
in Essex last spring he had seen numbers of dead rabbits 
lying about, and, although he had not made a post¬ 
mortem, he suspected that in these cases death was due 
to coccidiosis. In conclusion, he attain thanked Mr. 
Buxton, who, he hoped, would settle tlie question of 
whether coccidiosis in the bird and in the rabbit was 
intercommunicable. Mr. Buxton had not referred to 
haemorrhagic enteritis, where the intestines were filled 
with blood. The speaker had seen that both in the 
rabbit and the bird, and the oocytes were generally very 
numerous ; this occurred not only in young chickens, 
but also in adult cage birds—not excluding the shrike. 

Mr. Thompson who spoke next, observed that he 
attended the meeting, though late, because he felt that 
he had been instrumental in getting Mr. Buxton to 
read the paper. He could not say much on the subject 
of coccidiosis, as a breeder of fancy rabbits and as a 
veterinary surgeon, he occasionally had carcases sent to 
him for his opinion as to the cause of death. He had 
had several cases in which he had been able to de 
monstrate, from the yellow pin heads in the liver, the 
presence of coccidia. In the majority of the cases the 
outbreak had been very severe, as many as 30 animals 
being affected, all dying. The symptoms had been a 
semi-fluid condition of the bowels, and everything 
pointing to general debility. The age of the rabbits 
was from one month to ten weeks, but he had not 
observed the disease in any case where the rabbit was 
above ten weeks old. The liver showed small yellow 
patches. A muco enteritis was present, but he had not 
seen hemorrhagic enteritis. Until the last season he 
had seen practically nothing of the disease. I hiring 
the last four weeks, his son had lost three valuable 
cavies which were apparently in a normal healthy con¬ 
dition and found death in about six hours. Post mortem 
revealed muco enteritis ; no other lesions presented. He 
was at a loss to account for the enteritis. They were 
in different pens, and their companions were not affected. 
The results of microscopic examinations from scrapings 
of the bowels and freces were negative. He would ask 
Mr. Buxton whether coccidiosis of the rabbit was 
pathogenetic to the cavy. The speaker felt, with Mr. 
Gray, that the question raised by the paper needed 
thrashing out, especially in view of the present high 
value of fancy stock, £80 having recently been refused 
for a rabbit. 

Major Hobday pointed out that the rabbit had 
assumed considerable importance, small animal as it 
was, during the war. Large rabbitries had been main 
t&ined in connection with all the bigger hospitals 
abroad, and, if only as a change from the good old roast 
beef of England, the rabbit had proved of the utmost 
value, indeed rabbit-keeping had become an industry. 
Some 100 to 150 rabbits provided a change of food in 
all large hospitals, containing, perhaps, 500 to 600 men, 
and were much appreciated. With regard to coccidiosis 
every care was taken in introducing new stock, either 
French or Italian, to subject them to examination and 
keep them under observation for ten days to three 
weeks before placing them in communication with other 
rabbits. Abroad the people were fully alive to the 
danger of infection, but, so far as the speaker was 
concerned, he had not met with coccidiosis. Had they 
noticed it, it would, of course meant the killing off of 
the entire stock and making a fresh start. Mr. Buxton’s 

g iper wouid be of great value abroad as well as in 
ngland. 

Mr. Samson said that many years ago he was con¬ 
sulted respecting Banstead Park, where a large number 
of rabbits were dying off. He had made post-mortems 
at intervals of a week or fortnight, and the trouble 
continued for about three months, lie had concluded 
that tuberculosis was the cause of death, but he did not 
then know better. The liver was spotted with what he 


regarded as tubercular cysts, and he advised killing all 
the rabbits. They were shot down as closely as possible 
and quicklime was spread round the coverts and in the 
warren, which was then shut up for twelve months. He 
had not heard that the rabbits were afterwards infected. 
In (Jarshalton Park the same thing occured two years 
later, and the same treatment was adopted, and the 
place kept closed for two years. Mr. Coleman was living 
there at the time and, in order effectually to get rid of 
the mischief, used many tons of lime and shut the place 
up for two years. There had been no outbreak since. 

Mr. H. A. MacOokmack had met coccidiosis mostly 
in wild rabbits. Like Mr. Samson, he had confused the 
disease with tuberculosis until M r. Gray opened his eyes 
to the fact that it was coccidiosis. He considered the 
treatment adopted by Mr. Samson to be the best, and 
lie had always taken that course when consulted re¬ 
specting infected rabbits. He had seen several cases of 
what might be called the epidemic form, and his earlier 
experience had been chiefly with liver cases—little 
white spots covering the whole of the liver, varying in 
size from a pin’s point to half a pea. Mr. Buxton had 
said that the hepatic was the chronic form and that the 
animals did not die so rapidly as with the intestinal 
form ; that the hepatic was chiefly met with in the 
older animals and the intestinal form in the younger 
rabbits. In the latter case the course of the malady 
was very quick and the mortality great. Being inter¬ 
ested in the treatment, he noted that Mr. Buxton fell 
back upon an old remedy, sulphate of iron. He believed, 
however, that the rabbit would take carbonate of iron 
more readily than the sulphate—in the form of powder. 
In conclusion he thanked Mr. Buxton for his very 
interesting paper. 

Mr. Davis followed previous speakers in thanking 
Mr. Buxton for bringing his subject forward. 

The speaker had only a limited experience of intestinal 
coccidiosis. He had met the disease many times in the 
older wild rabbits, but, until recently, only in the hepatic 
form He had during the past few months, however, 
seen several outbreaks in young rabbits. One he had 
sent to Prof. Wooldridge, who suggested coccidiosis, and 
the speaker had found it was so. He had been struck 
by the fact that the cases of intestinal coccidiosis with 
which he was acquainted were all of young rabbits, 
under ten weeks old, and had, further, been impressed 
by the suddenness with which death supervened. A 
rabbit owner had told him that he was able to indicate 
particular rabbits that were going to die, though 
apparently healthy. Surely enough, animals all right 
in the morning were dead by night. He did not place 
faith in treatment, believing that the only thing to do 
was to clear them out, and after disinfection leave the 
place vacant a long while. 

Mr. McIntosh stated that he had very little experience 
of the disease. Some years ago, when acting as Inspector 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act, he had seen 
quite a number of cases in the sheep. The symptoraB in 
that animal corresponded closely with those so well de¬ 
scribed by Mr. Buxton in relation to the rabbit—a 
gradual loss of appetite, yellow membranes, pendulous 
belly, swelling underneath the jaw, frequently diarrhceA 
and rapid weakness—in fact, symptoms very similar to 
those seen in the same animal in “fluke” disease. The 
speaker had seen the liver of sheep so extensively cov¬ 
ered with little nodules that its substance was scarcely 
visible. He had been asked to advise as to treatment, 
but had never achieved success in the treatment of in¬ 
fected animals. He thought, however, it was possible 
to stamp out the disease by attention to pastures.— 
where tnat was practicable. He believed in a dressing 
of salt ©r lime, and the fencing off of the infected area 
for six or, better, twelve months. 

From the standpoint of the life history of the pirasite 
he regarded the paper as exceedingly interesting. 
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The President added his quota of thanks for Mr. 
Buxton’s paper. There were one or two points he would 
raise by way of supplementing the paper. He would 
refer, especially, to tne existence of diarrhcea in young 
rabbits affected with coccidiosis, regarded by Mr. 
Buxton as a constant symptom. Mr. Buxton bad not, 
however, referred to the frequency with which there 
was no diarrhoea—in which the droppings were quite 
firm, well formed, and distinctly mucus-coated ; a little 
shred of firm mucus, looking as if it were actually a 
shred of membrane, could, in some instances, be seen. 
That, of course, was not common ; most frequently the 
condition of the excreta was soft. 

Another notable point was the extreme emaciation, 
and the fact that, m actually handling the rabbit, the 
transverse processes of the vertebne very nearly pierced 
the skin. Practically nothing was to be felt in the abdo 
men; although bulky, there were no ingesta. This year 
he had seen more coccidiosis than he had ever seen 
before—due, perhaps, to more intensive cultivation of 
rabbits—and had Deen struck by the relative infre¬ 
quency of the hepatic form, and the greater prevalence 
of the intestinal form, formerly overlooked. In the 
older books only the hepatic form would be found 
described. With regard to the lesions, he had not seen 
one per cent, in the cases of hepatic coccidiosis; and, as 
had been pointed out by many speakers, the intestinal 
form had occurred principally in the younger rabbit*. 
Mr. Buxton had emphasised a point of great importance 
in connection with the periodic examination of the 
qjecta for coccidiidia, for the reason that, while it was 
assumed that microscopic examination would be certain 
to reveal coccidiidia if any were present, in certain faeces 
it might be necessary to make several different examin¬ 
ations before it was certain that coccidiidia were present, 
even when, from a clinical examination, there seemed 
no doubt at all. Among the precautions put forward by 
Mr. Buxton was one to the effect that contaminated 
foods should be used only for rabbits known to be 
affected. The speaker felt, however, that Mr. Buxton’s 
sense of economy had run away with him. Where was 
the advantage of giving an infected rabbit an increased 
dose of infection? If the object was to assist the killing, 
why not kill the rabbit in the first instance, and not 
waste more food ? If, however, the food were positively 
known to be contaminated, why not use it for other and 
less susceptible species of animals, if it should be used 
at all ? Positively contaminated food would be small in 
quantity, and its destruction would be no great loss. 
Certainly it should not be used for young rabbits, in 
which coccidiosis was much more virulent than in the 
adult animal. In relation to the circumstance that 
young rabbits contracted the disease from the doe, 
while the latter showed no symptoms of it, this was due 
to the greater resistance in the adult, and would account 
for the headway made by the disease at the present 
time. An apparently healthy doe was bred from, and it 
was not until the disease had developed in the litter 
that its existence in the doe was realised. It had then 
to be decided whether to kill the does or attempt to rear 
a fresh litter. The decision should rest on the actual 
value of the doe, which, if not intrinsically valuable, 
should at once be killed. If of great intrinsic value, 
particular care should be exercised in regard to drop¬ 
pings ; the hutch should be visited frequently during 
the day, and any faeces at once removed, the food both 
of the doe and the young being placed where it could 
not possibly be contaminated by the doe’s droppings. 
Even so, there was danger from the udder; the teats 
would sometimes be soiled by the doe’s excreta. Still, 
in this way the danger would be at least reduced. 

Like Mr. Buxton, Prof. Wooldridge recommended sul¬ 
phate of iron for treatment, although it was absolutely 
useless in the case of young rabbits that had begun to 
show symptoms. If it was to be of any service at all, it 


should be used directly coccidiosis made its appearance 
in the hutches, and be given to all the rabbits, whether 
showing symptoms or not. Only in that way would the 
disease be kept in check. When clinical symptoms be¬ 
came apparent, treatment was useless. 

Turning to wild rabbits, coccidiosis was met with to a 
far greater extent than in the lame ones, until recently. 
It was well known that the disease would exterminate 
whole warrens. Overstocking of rabbit warrens was 
the most prolific source of the disease, just as overstock¬ 
ing a farm with sheep and lambs was a prolific source of 
verminous troubles in that species. When coccidiosis 
was found in a rabbit-warren the lines laid down by Mr. 
Samson for the extermination of his suspected tubercu¬ 
losis could not be improved upon. The length of time 
that such a warren should be closed down was a matter 
which Mr. Buxton might aid in determining ; it would 
be interesting to know' actually how long, under natural 
conditions, the coccidium could retain its vitality. The 
problem was perhaps a difficult one ; it was one which 
had not so far been properly worked out. If the coc- 
eidmrn could only retain its vitality for one season, 
closing the warren for one season would suffice to get 
rid of it. If it could keep its vitality for two seasons— 
and some of the phases of the coccidium were intensely 
resistant—closing down for one season would be insuffi¬ 
cient, but might serve to reduce the disease, especially 
if accompanied with the free use of quicklime or salt, 
or both. 

Another point of interest was Mr. Buxton’s statement 
that blackhead in turkeys had been proved to be coc¬ 
cidiosis. Of that the speaker had been unaware, and 
was doubtful whether it had now been positively ascer¬ 
tained. He would ask Mr. Buxtou if he had met the 
condition of blackhead in guinea-fowls, and, if so, 
whether coccidiia had been found? He specifically 
raised that question, as sometime since he had had 
guinea-fowls sent to him which presented all the indi¬ 
cations of blackhead, such as that known in turkeys. 
He confessed ignorance as to the cause, and was not, 
meantime, convinced that blackhead in either species 
was due to coccidiosis. He had been interested to hear 
of coccidiosis in cattle setting up red dysentery, due to 
the same coccidium (the coccidium zurni). [Mr. Buxton 
here remarked that about four years ago they were said 
to be the same.] There had, Prof. Wooldridge said, 
been described certain differences between these coc- 
cidia which may have justified a separation. Subse¬ 
quent investigations may, however, have proved their 
identity. The disease was a matter of great interest to 
the speaker, and he would conclude by again thanking 
Mr. Buxton for bringing up the question. 

Reply. 

Mr. J. B. Buxton said : He very much appreciated Mr. 
Gray’s remarks, in particular his jocular reference apropos 
of wild rabbits—that he had discovered that all the wild 
rabbits he had shot were infected with coccidiosis, for 
which reason he has assumed that they had been unable 
to get away.as quickly as the otheis. Mr. Buxton would 
contend that all the rabbits in the wood were infected, 
and the survival of some of them was a question of selec¬ 
tion ; these were probably those in which the disease was 
chronic. It was frequently found that practically every 
rabbit coming from a particular area would on examin- 
tion show the spots to which he had referred in his paper. 
It was the intestinal form which was more fatal. With 
regard to dysentery in rabbits, he had found hemorrhagic 
faeces to be very uncommon, and Mr. Thompson would 
bear out that statement. The speaker had rather hoped 
that Mr. Thompson would have referred to a similar 
pathological picture in the guinea-pig to that which was 
seen in the rabbit. In these cases however there was 
enteritis, and the small nodules were found in the liver 
and sometimes in the spleen, the disease was prodnoed 
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by B. enteritidis gaertner. So far as the speaker knew, 
the guinea-pig was not very prone to coccidiosis, at any 
rate, during recent years, when dealing with outbreaks 
of coccidiosis among rabbits, he had found that guinea- 
pigs in close contact with the rabbits, and feeding on 
the same floor, did' not show any trace of coccidiosis 
when killed and examined, not even in scrapings from 
the intestines. [Mr. Thompson here observed that 
probably his cases had been true enteritis, but the cases 
were not very definite; there was one case out of each of 
three pens, all the others being all right.] Mr. Buxton 
appreciated Mr. McIntosh’s remarks, although he had 
not considered the case of coccidiosis in the sheep. 
Prof. Wooldridge had, apparently, found enteritis, but 
not hemorrhagic enteritis, but the interesting point that 
there was frequently no diarrhiea in the intestinal form 
of the disease was outside the speakers experience. lie 
had not studied the mat ter closely. 

With respect to the feeding of infected animals, he 
would put the case that adjacent to the affected rabbits 
there might be a shed containing, say, a sack or two of 
meal. While he would not suggest thatjthe meal should 
be given to healthy stock, he would be very loath to 
burn it. Again, the contamination might be only slight, 
so that there was justification in running a small risk 
if the intention was to feed the stuff to animals already 
infected. He could not endorse Prof. Wooldridge’s view 
that the adult rabbit possesed great resistance to the 
disease. The fact that an adult rabbit showed hepatic 
lesions of a chronic nature merely indicated that it had 
been lucky enough to get through, having had a little 
more resistance than others, in the earlier stages of the 
malady. He had found, experimenting with a colony of 
rabbits infected with the disease, that adult rabbits 
would die off rapidly if infected. He concurred with 
Prof. Wooldridge’s views as to the use of sulphate of iron ; 
personally, he administered it immediately he perceived 
anjr symptoms of coccidiosis in a rabbi try. He would 
incidentally observe that he had little experience of 
outside conditions; he had worked within the limitations 
of a laboratory. 

As to blackhead in turkeys, the experiments carried 
out in this relation were reported in the Report of the 
Maine Agricultural Experimental Station, in America. 
He would gladly submit the data to Prof Wooldridge. 

With regard to coccidiosis in cattle, several years ago 
there was a tendency to think that C. perforans was 
responsible for the intestinal coccidiosis of rabbits and 
also for the bovine disease. The chief difference 
between this parasite and C. oviforme was that in the 
division of the protoplasm to form the four sporozoites 
a portion remained, forming the “ residual corpuscle.” 
This however does not appear to be sufficiently constant 
to warrant such a distinction being made. 

The President made a brief reference to the satis¬ 
faction manifested at the return of Major Hobday, and 
expressed the hope that the Society would in the near 
future benefit by some communication from the major 
in connection with his experiences during his peregri¬ 
nations in Europe. 

Resumption of Meetings. 

Prof. Wooldridge next observed that since hostilities 
had ceased, with little probability of being resumed 
the meeting should decide whether the ordinary meetings 
should be bi-monthly or monthly. Personally he had 
no strong views ; but it would be well if fellows would 
give expression to their opinions. Owing to the stress of 
things, attendances had become small, and bi-monthly 
meetings had been adopted. Notwithstanding that 
conditions were not likely to be easier for some time, 
there was a feeling of relaxation, and the fellows might 
think they could afford the time for monthly meetings. 
The decision to hold bi-monthly meetings had been 


thrashed out, he believed, without any previous notice 
being given, and perhaps the same course might now be 
taken with regard to the adoption, or otherwise, of the 
monthly meetings. 

The discussion at this point became informal, the fol¬ 
lowing gentlemen expressing their opinions briefly. 
Mr. Buxton suggested that the bi-monthly meetings 
should continue until the return of Fellows now out of 
England. Mr. Davis did not think there should be a 
meeting in the early days of January, but meetings 
might be held in February, March, and April He also 
raised the question of a dinner. Mr. McIntosh felt that 
the Society should resume the monthly meetings at as 
early a date as possible. Many important matters con¬ 
cerning’the profession needed consideration, and monthly 
meetings would largely a.-sist in arranging such matters. 
With the improbability of ihe war breaking out again, 
he thought the profession should be active and watchful. 
He would suggest that monthly meetings should be re¬ 
sumed with the beginning of the new year. Mr. MacCor- 
mack agreed with the last speaker, but the beginning of 
January is too early, in view of the difficulty of getting 
papers. The present meeting was a good one, but only 
three or four of the Fellows were not constant attend¬ 
ants. The others had been turning up month after 
month during the war, and much honour was due to 
them for so doing- He thought, the monthly meetings 
should be resumed when peace was declared, when from 
all parts of the Dominions the men would have returned 
from active service. The President, referring to Mr. 
Davis’ suggestion for a dinner, recalled that Mr. Almond 
had suggested at an earlier meeting that a dinner would 
not be out of place, and since it was necessary to eat 
there could be no objection to adding social intercourse. 
Perhaps the adoption of a double principle would com¬ 
mend itself, nam 2 ly, commencing with a dinner to set 
the ball rolling again, and proceeding subsequently 
with monthly meetings. 

Further discussion ensuing, some members were in 
favour of the earliest possible date, others thought 
February next a suitable date. Finally, Mr. Almond 
proposed that the Fellows should have a dinner iu 
February, 1919, and that the monthly meetings should 
afterwards be resumed. Mr. Davis seconded the pro¬ 
posal, which was carried by a large majority. The 
general arrangements and the question whether ladies 
should be invited to the dinuer were left to the Dinner 
Committee. 

The Secretary proposed that the Dinner Committee 
should consist of the President, the Treasurer, Mr. 
McIntosh, Mr. Jack Willett, and himself. 

The proposal having been duly seconded and put to 
the meeting was unanimously carried. 

A general discussion followed regarding the position 
of veterinary students serving in the army, and the 
desirability of urging their early release. 

Mr. McIntosh pointed out that the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons already had the matter under con¬ 
sideration. 

The President believed that the teaching colleges 
and also the Council of the Royal College were, in fact, 
pushing the matter with all vigour, but no harm could 
result from submitting a resolution to the Royal College 
if they thought it worth while. 

Mr. Sheathee proposed, Mr. Buxton seconded, and 
Mr. Almond supported the following resolution, which 
was carried unanimously :— 

“That the Central Veterinary Society intimates to 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons that it wishes 
to support and press the application that is being made 
for the release of students on active service, in order 
that they may resume their studies at the earliest 
possible date.” 

The proceedings terminated with the passing of a vote 
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of thanks to Mr. J. B. Buxton for the paper he had read* 
Mr. Gray, who supported the vote, remarked that he 
hoped Mr. Buxton would, on some future occasion, pre¬ 
sent the Society with a paper on Coccidiosis in Poultry, 
of which there was less known than in the case of 
rabbits. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


THE ROYAL COUNTIES V M.A. AND 
THE COUNCIL R.C.V.S. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—At the discussion on the Council by the Royal 
Counties V.M.A., the following views were expressed :— 

1. New and vigorous blood and broadened minds are 
wanted on the Council. 2. Some members of Council 
only attend one or two meetings a year. 3. Some of the 
present members are head and shoulders above the 
others, and these few lead the remainder—which does 
not tend to efficiency. 4. When a member of Council 
objects that nothing much is done at a Committee meet¬ 
ing, or brings forward special matters for attention, he 
is put on such-and such Committees to “shut his 
mouth.” 5. The schools are over-represented, and rule 
the profession. 6. No interest of the Council in things 
nearest to the heart of the general practitioner. 7. The 
Council seemed to be divided into two camps—not 
recently, but formerly. 

I am a newcomer on the Council, after years of resi¬ 
dence abroad, so perhaps my views are less biassed in 
consequence. Taking the above paragraphs by numbers, 
it seems to me that:— 

1 and 2. New blood is undoubtedly wanted to replace 
those members who only attend one or two meetings a 
year, and also those who, when they do attend, never 
get up and say anything original, much less try to do 
anything, and finally grumble at everything that is 
done. 

3. Some of the present members are head and 
shoulders above the others, and these few lead the 
remainder, but the loss of efficiency, if any, might 
reasonably be considered the fault of “ the remainder." 

4. A member is not put on a Committee to “shut his 
mouth,’ but to encourage him to do something. 

5 . There are 32 members of Council, of whom 5 only 
are connected with the schools. This is hardly over- 
representation. An Examination Committee composed 
of members of Council with no school representative on 
it would have a stiff time, say, in revising our curricu¬ 
lum, a matter which must shortly be taken up. 

6. The remedy is to get new members, general practi¬ 
tioners or otherwise, who will take the place of the 
many inert members now on the Council. 

The Associations, for the coming elections, are quite 
entitled to put forward capable men as their official 
candidates, and vote for them, and when they get in 
give them a programme to carry through. 

Such would be a constitutional method, but long- 
range “ sniping ” of the above description will not make 
for the good of the profession. 

Let us have unity and progress—Yours, etc. 

S. H. Gaigkr, F.R.C.V.S. 


The report of the Royal Counties V.M.A. in your 
last issue of The Veterinary Record must be of very 
great interest to the profession at the present time, as a 
very fair criticism was given of the present Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The President of the Royal Counties V.M.A. said: 
“ Hew blood was necessary, that men who had gone out 
and done their bit, who nave seen things and had their 


minds broadened, are the men we want on the Council 
if we are to have vigorous treatment in the profession.” 

“ Eight retire each year and are usually nominated by 
their noble selves.” 

Now with the above remarks I agree in their entirety, 
for the simple and obvious reason that if one judges a 
body by the results they have achieved the most of the 
present members on the Council of the R.C.V.S. might 
with advantage to the profession retire of their own 
accord, and make room for younger and more energetic 
men who are so badly needed. 

Preferential treatment in electing new blood ought to 
be accorded to men who have served their country; but 
intermingle with them a few energetic practitioners who 
know the n^eds of the profession, and who have only 
the interests of their profession at heart. 

Hitherto the profession has been run by the schools, 
and with what results] Take, for instance, the position 
of practitioners under the Military Service Acts, and 
compare them with the medical or dental professions. 
The former always had its own tribunal, the latter ob¬ 
tained its tribunal long before we did, and we would 
never have had a Veterinary Tribunal if it had not been 
for the energies of one man on the Council, and he is 
not a representative of the schools ; but he recognised 
the necessity of equivalent treatment being given to ail 
members of the profession, because he was practical in 
his views—as distinct from the ultra scientist who may 
be a good man in delivering lectures, buf totally incap¬ 
able of guiding the destinies of the clinician. 

As a further example of the administrative capabilities 
of the ultra scientist take the recent examinations, pub¬ 
lished in The Veteidnary Record , Dec. 28, 1918. We 
find : 

5 men got qualified in London. 

2 „ „ „ Liverpool. 

1 man „ „ Glasgow. 

4 men „ „ Dublin. 

Total 12 men ; yet I understand that Examiners have 
had to travel to these places of decentralisation. Why ? 
The only answer I can give is, The schools decide these 
things, and obviously do so for their own convenience, 
instead of studying the funds of the R.C.V.S., which we 
all know are sadly depleted. If all the students had 
been centralised for the examinations in December last 
just think what the R.C.V.S. would save in expenses. 

The election of the Council has been conducted year 
after year on the same old lines. Men whose names 
have been a household word in the profession have been 
put up and, in the ordinary course, elected ; once there, 
they appear to get grooved with their brethren, and the 
next thing they are taught to do, is to become subserv¬ 
ient in the execution of their ideas to older members. 

The remarks made by Mr. Coleman, a member of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S., at the Royal Counties V.M.A.: 
“ At the present time the majority of the Council fol¬ 
lowed the lead and supported about four men, whatever 
they said.” Well, I have been of that opinion for some 
time, and it only convinces me of the weakness of these 
men, many of whom I know personally. 

The time has now arrived when the profession must 
cast aside its lethargy, as many difficulties will arise in 
the future which will be overcome only by successful 
practical men : the ultra scientist has given us his best 
and convinced us that he has been a failure in running 
the profesion, whose wants he obviously knows nothing 
about. 

My experience of the profession is that most of the 
successful members have preferred to abstain from 
entering into its politics. Problematical as this may 
appear, it is capable of solution, a busy life and no time 
to spare is most probably the cause. Nevertheless it is 
highly regrettable, as these are men who are needed and 
who understand the wants of the practitioners, who 
after all comprise the greater part of the profession. 
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By all means let us have the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps and the Board of Agriculture represented on the 
Council, and, say, two schools, whose representatives 
ought to retire annually to allow two members from 
other schools to be elected. Under these circumstances 
the schools would be adequately represented and we 
might possibly obtain a chance of seeing the profession 
running a successful course, more especially if young, 
energetic, and enthusiastic men were prevailed upon to 
stand for election, to complete the remaining numbers 
of members on the Council. 

We have had far too much legal administration from 
the present body, who apparently seem totally ignorant 
of the things nearest the neart of the general practition¬ 
er, in fact I will go further, and say that the present 
Council seem to have no interest in the profession 
whatever except in the administration mentioned. 

A lead is undoubtedly necessary from the council in 
interesting themselves in matters which appeal to the 
profession, then, and not until then, shall we obtain the 
enthusiastic support of the men best fitted for the 
council, namely the successful practitioners, as we have 
already had enough proof to convince us that the ultra 
scientist is a failure in this respect. 

I therefore appeal to all members when voting to 
support only practitioners who have no axes to grind, 
and whose interests are entirely professional ; and to 
eliminate from your minds, once and for all, those who 
study personalities prior to professional interests. If 
you carry this in your mind when the next election 
takes place, and remember it at future elections, we 
shall, I hope, have the proper representatives on the 


council in the future, many of whom at the present time 
are, might I say almost “ unknown ” and “unseen.” 
Remembering the quotation. 

“ Full many a Howeris born to blush unseen, 

And waste its sweetness on the desert air.” 

Yours faithfully, Reform. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Replies to The Secretary. Whitehall Place, 

Quote No .— A. 3163/1917. LONDON, S.W. 1. 

Telegraphic Address— 

Agriti -Westrand London. 30th Dec., 1918. 

Sir,—In view of the probability of some dogs being 
smuggled into this country during the period of De¬ 
mobilisation of the various Expeditionary Forces 
with a consequent risk of the spread of rabies, I 
am directed by the President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries to ask your assistance in suggesting to 
veterinary practitioners the desirability of beiring this 
in inind in the course of their practices. 

The Board are receiving so large a number of appli¬ 
cations for licences to land dogs that available accom¬ 
modation for quarantining dogs will in the near future 
be insufficient; any veterinary practitioner in the 
position to quarantine one or more dogs might therefore 
communicate with the Board.—I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

W. H. Chamberlain, 
for Secretary. 

The Editor “ Veterinary Record.” 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Dec. 30. 

The following is a continuation of Sir 1). Haig’s Dis¬ 
patch of the 8th November, 1918, submitting names 
deserving of special mention : — 

Maj. and Bt Lt.-Col. (actg. Lt.-Col.) J ..J. Aitken, d.so. ; 
Capt. D. Blyth (s.r.), attd. 8th d.a.c., r.f.a. ; Temp. 
Capt. F. L. Clunes, Corndg. 18th Vet. Evac. iStn.; 
Temp. Qrmr. and Capt. C. Cooke, 9ih Vet. Hosp. ; 
Hon. Lt. hemp. Maj.) II. A, Crowe ; Temp. Capt. L. A. 
Donovan ; Temp. Cant. J. Dunn ; Temp. Capt. A. 
Gofton, f.r.c.v.s., 19th Vet. Hosp.; Capt. D. C. Greene; 
Temp. Capt . R. W. Had Held, 33rd Mob. Vet. Sec. ; 
Temp. Capt. J E. Hanna, m.c. ; Temp. Capt. R. L. L. 
Hart (E. Afr. Vet. Corps.); Temp Capt. J. Hill, attd. 
38rh Army Bde., r.f.a. ; Temp. Cipt. S. Hirst, attd. 
117th B le , r.f.a. ; Capt. P. Howard (s.r.), Comdg 15th 
Vet. Evac. Stn.; Temp. Capt. C. A. Hutton, 1st Vet. 
Evac. Stn. ; Capt. J. J. G. Keppel (s.r.). attd. 29th 
Mob. Vet. Sec.; Temp. Capt. J. MacFarlane, 49th 
Mob. Vet. Sec. ; Temp. Capt. C. (). Machonarhie, M.C.; 
Temp. Capt. If. E. McGee, Comdg. 23rd Mob. Vet. 
Sec ; Temp. Capt. B A McGuire; Temp. Capt. 
H. V. M. Metivier, 40th Mob. Vet. Sec. ; Temp. Capt. 
J. C. Miller; Temp. Capt. H. K. Roberts; Capt. 
C. J. C. Ryan, 13th Mob Vet. Sec. ; T. Capt, A. R. 
Smythe, 31st Mob. Vet. Sec. ; Capt. P. S. Thierry, 
attd. 317th Bde. r.f.a. (t.f.) ; Capt, P. .T. Turner, attd. 
5th d.a.c.. R.F.A.; Temp. Cipt, J. B. Walker ; Temp. 
Capt. J. H. Yates, 28th Mob. Vet. Sec. 

R.A.V.C. (T.F.) 

Capt. R. Bickerton, 2/1 st N. Mid. Mob. Vet. Sec., Capt. 
A. C. Burton, 14rh Vet, Hosp.; Capt. D. R. Crabb, 
2/1 st W. Rid. Mob. Vet. Sec. ; Cant. (actg. Lt.-Col.) 
H. C. Jagger ; Capt. E. E. C. Mac Lachlan, l/lst Low 
Mob. Vet, Sec.; Cant. J. Martin ; Capt. (actg. Lt.-Col.) 
J. McArthur, 14th Vet. Hosp.; Capt, F. J. Richmond. 

Canadian A.V.C. 

Capt. N. Beaver, attd. 8th Can. Inf. Bde.; Capt. (actg 
Maj.) S. C. Richards, Can. Vet. Hosp. ; ("apt. W. A. 
Robertson, attd. 12th Can. Inf. Bde. ; Vet, Sgt. W* 
Kennedy, 320865. 

Australian A.V.C. 

Maj. T. H. Tdankin ; Capt. J. Legs, 3rd Mob. Vet. Sec. ; 
Capt. W. S. T. Morgan, attd. 4th A ust. Div. Train. 


Maj.) R. A. Gooderidge; Temp. Capt. J. Hill'; Capt. 
(actg. Maj.) S. E. Holmes (s.r.) ; Capt. (actg. Lt.-Col.) 
H. C. Jagger (t.f.) ; Capt. (actg. Lt.-Col.) J. McArthur 
(t.f.) ; Temp. Capt. B. A. McGuire; Maj. (temp. 
Lt.-Col.) A. W. Mason, (retd, t.f.); Maj. W. W. K. 
Neale ; Temp. Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) E. W. Parks (t.f.) : 
Temp. Capt. J. B. Walker. 

Canadian A.V.C. 

Capt, (actg. Maj.) S. C. Richards ; Capt. W. Robertson- 
Australian A.V.C. 

Maj. R. M. Hore. 


Promotions and Other Rewards. 

War Office, Jan. 1. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the follow¬ 
ing rewards for distinguished service in connexion with 
military operations in France and Flanders. Dated 
Jan. 1, 1919 :— 

To be Brevet Major. 

Capt. (actg. Maj. F. B. Sneyd (s.r) ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) 
W. H. Taylor. 


^xirnets from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Dec. 30 . 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Maj. R. C. Thompson (late Maj., Yorks Dgns ) reverts to 
ret. list, on attaining age limit (Dec. 31). 

Capt. G. E. Henson to be actg. Maj. while empld. as 
D.A.D.V.S. (Oct. 4). 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeon8 begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 

W. F. Barrett, Brockley, S.E. £110 

R. J. Hickes, Market Weighton 110 

J J . J. L. Kelland, Bd. of Agriculture 110 
M. Twomey, Macroom, Co. Cork 1 ] o 

Previously acknowledged 1124 6 11 


£1128 10 11 


The Order of St. Michael and St. George. 

Tbe King has been pleased to give directions for the ] 
following promotions in, and appointments to, the Most j 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, 
for services rendered in connexion with military opera ! 
in France and Flanders. Dated January 1, 1919 :— j 

C.M.CL 

* * * * 

Maj.-Gen. J. Moore, c.b., f.r.c.v.s 

Order of the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing promotions in, and appointments to, the Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire, for valuable 
services rendered in connexion with military operations 
in France and Flanders :— 

O B E. (Military Division). 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) W. Ascott (t.f.) ; Capt. (actg. Maj.. 
S. Bowden (t.f.) ; Temp. Lt. (temp. Maj.) H. A' 
:>we ; Maj. P. VV. Dayer-Smith (t.f.); Capt. (actg- 


J. S. 
Crowe 


Prosecution under the V. S. Act. 

Henry John Smith (50), ostler, Llanhilletb, was sum¬ 
moned at the local court on Tuesday 31st ult. for 
unlawfully describing himself as a veterinary surgeon. 

The evidence for the prosecution was that the 
defendant, at the request of several people in the dis¬ 
trict, examined a number of pigs, and said they were 
suffering from influenza. He prescribed for them and was 
paid for it. He supplied powders arnnnd which he had 
used labels on which was printed “Smith, veterinary 
surgeon, Usk.” The labels it transpired, belonged to 
his late father, who had resided in Usk. 

Defendant said he had worked at a colliery for four 
years, and had never made himself out to be a vet. He 
had told people he was not a qualified man. 

The Chairman (Dr. E Ryan) said the magistratea 
thought he had been sailing very near the wind, but 
there was no proof that he had made himself out to be a 
veterinary surgeon.^ The case, therefore, would be 
dismissed.— South Wales Echo. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Rabies. 
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[ Anthrax 
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and-Mouth 
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Mange. J 
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Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

w 

Ani¬ 

mals. 
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Out¬ 

breaks 

(6) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

00 

00 

o 

Q 

I J2 

lg s 

•5 c 

o< 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(5) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 
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24 
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Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Dec. 28 
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5 
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1 
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4 1 
13 

9 

6 

21 

9 



’1 
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41 

54 

210 

80 

92 

22 
36 1 

19 • 

23 

49 

81 

5 

26 

248 

Total for 52 weeks, 1918 

C °~r^ n fn Dg ( 

period in j 1915 

| 98 

6 

| 245 

| 262 

3 

14 

1 34 

98 

4463 

j 

8377 

351 

1407 

562 



421 

551 
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480 
063 
' 641 

1 

! -6 

1 
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! 702 
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46 
49 

63 
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85 

2614 

2104 

{933 

4873 

4614 

{1995 

543 

381 

257 

2104 

4288 

3994 

870 

9145 
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, . r P /M W fc ? d ^ K l! n . w “ 6U8 PP Dd ^ from 6th August, i»i*, to iytn Marcn, 1915, inclusive 

( 1 ) Confirmed (6) Reported by Local Authorities ♦ Counties affected, animals attacked :-Essex 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 31, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses 


IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 28 

f 1917 ... 

Corresponding Week in -[ 1916 ... 

( 1915 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


Outbreaks 
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8 

... 
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H 

m 
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3 

10 
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10 

Total for 52 weeks, 1918 
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98 
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3 

3 

2 

5 

7 

2 
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i 

3 

45 

61 

71 
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OBITUARY. 

Herbert Springett, m.r.c.v.s., Sydendam, S.E.26. 

Graduated, Lond: May, 1863. 
Mr. Springett died Dec. 28th, 1918. 


Personal. 

Townson.— On 29th Oct., 1918, at Darwin Harbour, 
Falkland Islands, the wife of Vet.-Lieut. H. W. Townson 
—a son. 

Mr. F. E. Place, m.r.c.v.s., Government Veterinary 
Lecturer, Adelaide, S. Australia, met with a serious 
accident at the Roseworthy Station recently. He was 
alighting from a trap when a passing motor cycle startled 
the horses, which moved forward and caused him to fall 
heavily on the ground. So soon as possible Mr Place 
was conveyed to Adelaide, and taken to the Kent Town 
Private Hospital. An X-ray examination revealed that 
he had broken a hip in two places. In the circumstances 
some months will probably elapse before he can resume 
his duties, a fact which, together with his unfortunate 
mishap, will be keenly regretted by the farming com¬ 
munity. The greater part of his time during the last 
few vears has been devoted to lecturing and demonstrat¬ 
ing before members of the many branches of the Agri¬ 
cultural Bureau, by whom he is held in the highest 
esteem, and acknowledged to be one of the most popular 
and practical lecturers ever associated with the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture. 

[The date of the accident does not appear, as only a 
fragment of the newspaper reached us; but the envelope 
bears post mark Adelaide, Nov. 21.] 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 

Border Counties V.M.8. 

Pret : Mr. H. Barrow, m.r.c.v.s., Ireby, Carlisle 
Hon. Sec : Mr. R. Craig Robinson, m.r.c.v.s.. Carlisle 
Meetings , Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 

Glasgow V.M.8. 

Hon. See. Mr. John S. Keane, 11 Falkland Mansions, 

Kelvinside 

Royal Veterinary College V.M.A. 

Pret. Capt. J. T. Edwards, b.bc., m.r.c.v.s. 

Treat: E. S. Shave, Esq., f.r.c.v.b., m.r.c.s. 

See : Mr. B. Gorton, m.r.c.v.s. Ant. Sec. C. W. Heane. 

National Association of Veterinary Inspectors 
Pres: Major J. Abson, f.r.c.v.b., Sheffield 
Hon. Sec : Mr. Trevor Spencer, m.r.c.v.s., Kettering 

Association of Veterinary Officers of Health 
Pret . Mr. T. Douglas, m.r.c.v.s., Kilmarnock 
Hon , Sec. & Treat. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.r.c.v.s., 

Moore 8treet, Abattoir, Glasgow 

Munster Veterinary Inspectors’ Association 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Barry, m.r.c.v.s., Mallow 
Hon. Sec : Mr. J. F. Mahony, m.r.c.v.s., Caroline St., C. rk 

National Veterinary Benevolent & Mutual 
Defence Society. 

Pret : Mr. W. A. Taylor, f.r.c.v.b., Brick-st, Manchester 
Hon. See: db Treat : Mr. G. H. Locke, m.r.c.v.s. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Pret. Mr. S. H. Rlocock, f.r.c.v.b., Montague Rd, Hounslow 
Hon. Secs. Mr. P. J. Kelland, m.r.c.v.s. 

Mr. Fred Bullock, f.c.i.s. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 

Will Secretaries please intimate alterations. 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

President: Mr. Frank W. Garnett, m.r.c.v.8., j.p. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr.J. Mcl. McCall, m.b., c.m.,me.o.v.s 
J. McKinna, f.r.c.v.s. 

Secretary and Rtgistrar : Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President; Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll., Edin. 
See: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, u b.c.v.s. (on Service ), 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. Sec : Mr. W. L. Harrison, f.r.c.v.b. (on Service ), 

11 Anchor Terrace, Southwark Bridge, S.E. 
Tredt : Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, f.r.c.v.b. ( Acting Hon. Sec), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll.. Camden Town n.w. 

Northern Branch: 

Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. W. No61 Pillera, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Looke, m.b.o.v.b., 

Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Hon. Sec . Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.b.o.v.b., 

Town Hall, Manchester 
Bon% Trees: Mr. b. H. Stent, m.r.c.v.b., Preston-at, Hnlme 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 

Livbrpool University V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. J. P. Heyes, f.r.c.v.b., Wigan 

Hon. Sec :■ Mr. A. Walker, f.r.c.v.b., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological Sec : Mr. D. C. Matheson, f.r.c.v.b. 

Meetings, May, July, October, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Malcolm, f.r.c.v.b., Birmingham 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, f.r.c.v.s., 

Camden Bouse, High-st., West Bromwich 
Hon . Treat. Mr. J. J. Burchnall, m.b.c v b , Barrow-on-Soar 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday* Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North or England V.M.A. 

Pres: 

Bon. See: T. T. Jaok, m.b.o.v.b., 3 Elmwood-st, Snnderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Ang. and Nov. 

North Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collinson, m.r.c.v.b., Auston, Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.s., Sheffield 
North Wales V.M.A. 

Prts: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.r.c.v.b., Ty Crops 
it o' . Sec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.b c.v.s., Carnarvon 
^.tetings. First Tuesday, March and September 

South Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. M. Walker, f.r.c.v.s., Hartlepool 
Hon. Sec. dk Treat : Mr. F. H. Sanderson, m.b.o.v.b. 

Victoria Road, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., Jnr.e, Sept, and Deo. 

Yorkshire Vet. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r. c.v.s., Hillsboro’, Sheffield 
Mon. Sec: Mr.J ClarkBon, m.r.c.v.b., Garfortb, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas : Mr. A. McCarmick, m.b.o.v.b., 

Kirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 'Whitehall Place, S.W. 
Sec. 

Central V.S. 

Pres. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, m.r. c.v.s., R.V. Coll, London 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.r.c.v.b., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetings (pro. tem.), First Thursday in October and alter¬ 
nate months, except August, 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. T. E. Barcham, m.r.c.v.b., Paston, Norfolk 
Hon Sec. A Treas : Mr.A.C, Holl, m.r.c.v.b.. New BnckeDham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and District V.M.S. 
p r«. Mr. C. W. Townsend, r.R.o.v.s., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
1 ion. See : dk Treas : Mr. Tom Hicks, m.b.o.v.s., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings , Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G.P. Male, m.b.o.v.b.,F riar Street, Reading 
Hon. See. Mr. J. C. Coleman, m.b.o.v.s.. Swindon 
Hon. Treas: Mr.J.|Willett, m.b.o.v.s., 6 Harley £tyoe, W. 1 
Meetings. Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.S. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.r.c.v.b., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. 8ec : Mr. J. T. Angwiu, m.b.o.v.b., Arundel (on Service 
Hon. Treas ; Mr. E. W. Baker, m.b.o.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.b.o.v.s., Margate 
Hon. See. dk Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.r.c.v.b., 

3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. W. Roach, f.r.c.v.s., York Rd., Exeter 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.b.o.v.s., (on Service) 

Mr. C. E. Tucker, 7 Greville St., Bideford (proton.) 
Hon. Treas : Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.o.v.b., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 

Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
Sec.. Mr. P.D.Reavy, Leafield, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Central V,A. of Ireland. 

Pres: 

Hon. Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, f r.clv.s., Queen-st., Limerick 
Treas ; Mr. J. F. Healy, m.r.c.v.b., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton* m.r.c.v.b., B&llina 

Hon. Sec , dk Treat. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.r.c.v.b., Galway 

Vet. Med. Abbn. of Ireland. 

Pres : Prof. J.J. O’Connor, m.b.o.v.b., R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Hon. Sec : Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 

Hon. Treas : Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a., m.b.o.v.b., 

R.V. Coll., Dublin 
North of Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.o.v.s., Belfast t 
Hon. Sec; Mr. P. Walsh, m.r.c.v.b., Magherafelt 
Hon. Treat; Mr. Howard McConnell, m.r.c.v.b., Armagh 

The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pm: Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r.c.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGuinness, b.a., m.b.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.b. 

Scottish Branch: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. G of ton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 

(on Service) 

North of Scotland V.M.S." 

Pres : Mr. W. Brown, m.r.c.v.b., Mariscbal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. Sec. dk Treas : Mr. G. Howie, m.r.c.v.b. Alford* Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres : Mr. Reid, m.b.o.v.s., Auchtermuohty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. J. Riddoch, m.r.c.v.b., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. dk Treat : Mr. Jae. Henderson, m.r.o.v.8., 

Public Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
West of Scotland V.M.A. 

Pres : Prof. John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.b., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

(on Service. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.b.c. v.s., 

19 Bank Street, Billhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treas : Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.r c.v.s., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings , Seoond Wednesday, May, Got. and January 
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Scheduled Disease in 1918. 

With the report of December 28th, the Board of 
Agriculture completed its returns of scheduled dis¬ 
ease for 1918; and we can review a year’s work 
which, despite all difficulties, has been largely suc¬ 
cessful and highly creditable. 

Three diseases show considerable decline. An¬ 
thrax has 245 outbreaks against 421 in 1917, swine 
fever 1407 against 2104, and sheep scab 351 against 
543. The improvement in sheep scab becomes 
more marked from the fact that 244 of the 351 out¬ 
breaks occurred in the first six months of the year. 
We seem to have done so well against these three 
diseases as we could even have hoped. 

Only three outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease, 
involving 14 animals, occurred during the year; 
and all were close together. The first was late in 
September, the other two in October. It seems 
that these occasional visitations oannot be avoided 
at present; the great point is that we are able to 
subdue each as it comes, We are doing as well 
against this disease as could reasonably be expected. 

Other diseases show the inevitable results of war 
conditions. By far the most serious position is 
with regard to rabies, Over a hundred cases have 
occurred since the beginning of September, and 
fresh ones are still being reported every week. So 
far, the disease has been successfully confined 
within the area in whioh it first appeared; and 
there is no doubt that the Board will be able to 
deal with the existing amount of it in time, if only 
fresh importations can be prevented all over the 
country. We all know how it originated, and 
recognise the only means of avoiding further heavy 
infection of the kingdom. The most pressing need 
just now is to teach the public the danger of im¬ 
porting dogs, which the Board of Agriculture is 
trying hard to do; and many veterinary surgeons 
are in a position to give valuable help in this 
direction. 

(Banders, for the first time for many years, has 
increased a little; parasitic mange baB increased a 
great deal. The cause in both cased is war condi¬ 
tions ; and in both we may expect further increases 
next vear. 

* 1 


This leads to the last and most important con¬ 
sideration. We are now commencing a time which 
will be more dangerous, so far as the spread of 
contagious disease is concernsd, than the period of 
actual fighting. The danger will be materially 
increased by the chaotic conditions which now 
1 prevail over so large a part of Europe; and no one 
can say how long those will continue. But, even 
if order is restored upon the Continent much more 
I quickly than at present seems likely, the dangers 
, of importing disease will be greater than they ever 
1 were during the war. It is fortunate for us that 
the Board’s veterinary staff is efficient and well led; 
for it will need all its resources, and all the assist¬ 
ance that the profession can give, in the time that 
lies ahead. 

OBSERVATIONS ON NEW RABBIT DISEASE 
AND ITS RELATION TO COCCIDIOSIS. 

By E. R. Smythe, m.r.c.v.b., Falmouth. 

Since utility rabbit keeping has become popular¬ 
ised in this country, attention has been drawn to 
the very high rate of mortality occurring among 
young rabbits. The subject has of late received a 
considerable amount of attention from veterinary 
surgeons and others, and the losses have been uni¬ 
versally attributed to the effects of coccidia, present 
in the intestinal walls and the liver. 

It is the intention of the writer to show in this 
article that coccidia alone are but rarely responsible 
for death, that these protozoan parasites are com¬ 
mon to almost every rabbit, and that the actual 
cause of the disease is the presence of a specific 
organism in the blood or in various organs, being 
deposited therein by the blood-stream. 

The prevalence of Coccidia among Rabbits 

AND OTHER ANIMALS. 

Seeing that coccidiosis has been blamed for the 
wholesale destruction of warrens and pedigree 
studs, it has been inferred that there existed rabbits 
which were free from coccidia as well as others 
infested hy them. Moreover, it has been urged chat 
an infested doe is incapable of rearing healthy 
youngsters, and that such an animal introduced 
into a warren would ueoessarily lead to disease and 
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mortality among the previously healthy stock. It 
has even been advised in the press that the faeces 
of all newly purchased animals should be examined 
microscopically, and that all does, even when ap¬ 
parently healthy, in which coccidia were demon¬ 
strable, should be rejected. 

We have examined the faeces of probably hun¬ 
dreds of rabbits of all ages, kept under varying 
conditions of domestication or living wild in the 
natural state. Some of these tame rabbits were 
from so-called “ infected ” stock; others were 
apparently perfectly healthy. In no case have we 
failed to detect coccidia upon mioroscopical exam¬ 
ination. 

In some instances, the parasites were present in 
far greater numbers than in others, but their rela¬ 
tive frequency had apparently no bearing upon the 
rate of mortality; in fact, we have frequently de¬ 
monstrated the presence of enormous numbers of 
coccidia in “ healthy ” young rabbits from studs in 
which there was no mortality or history of such; 
whereas in warrens or hutches, where 95 % of the 
young rabbits invariably died, frequently very few 
coccidia could be detected. 

The earliest age at which we have found coccidia 
in the feces is one week. 

From our investigations we conclude that practi¬ 
cally, if not absolutely, every rabbit harbours coc¬ 
cidia, and that they are natural parasites. Although 
they produce characteristic lesions in the intestine 
and liver, and sometimes in the respiratory tract, 
these are very rarely sufficiently grave to cause 
marked illness or death. 

In all probability the same remarks regarding 
the presence of these parasites apply to the great 
majority of herbivorous animals. They can be 
detected in the feces of nearly all, if not all, rumi¬ 
nants. In bovine faeces they are plentiful, and 
although they have been credited with causing 
dysentery in calves, it is more probable that they 
render the intestinal wall less resistant to the 
attack of other organisms. 

Although we have made no investigation, it is 
also possible that “ white diarrhcBa ” of chickens 
and young turkeys may be dependent upon similar 
oauses, although in our experience coccidia can but 
seldom be detected in the faeces of healthy birds. 

Symptoms. For the sake of clearness we will 
now briefly describe the symptoms occurring in 
young rabbits affected with the disease which has 
up to the present been confounded with coccidiosis. 
The disease may assume an acute, subacute, or 
chronic form. It may appear in rabbits a fortnight 
old, more frequently it developes at the age of five 
or six weeks, and but seldom after ten weeks. 

The acute form is most common in rabbits during 
the first six weeks of their lives. As a rule one or 
more are found dead in the morning without having 
exhibited signs of previous illness. Death is in 
nearly all cases preceded by convulsions lasting 
from a few minutes to several hours. 

Subacute and chronic types. Here the animals 
are lethargic, and sit huddled up, with the eyelids 
half closed, and exhibit a staring, “open” coat. 
The appetite diminishes and rapid emaciation sets 


in. Diarrhoea may or may not be present; some¬ 
times it is profuse and watery. In the majority of 
subacute cases death occurs suddenly after a con¬ 
vulsion. In those instances in which the chronic 
form appears, the abdomen enlarges whilst the 
loins waste, so that a characteristic “ pot-bellied M 
appearance results. Recovery is very rare. 

It is interesting to note that in certain districts 
where calves suffer from “coccidiosis,” they fre¬ 
quently develop convulsions which precede death, 
and it is possible that the same causes may operate 
in these animals as in the rabbit. 

Post-mortem appearances. Acute form. 
Usually nil. When coccidia are present in large 
numbers the characteristic liver lesions may be 
observed, but, in our experience, these may be met 
with in nearly all rabbits. Lesions due to invasion 
of the bile ducts by worm embryos are almost 
equally common. 

Apart from lesions due to these causes, careful 
examination will usually detect one or more pale 
areas in the liver tissue. These will be discussed 
later, In addition, in a few cases one meets with 
a diphtheritic deposit upon the mucous membrane 
of the large intestine. 

Subacute cases. The bowel, when washed and 
held to the light shows numerous pits or ulcers, filled 
with a gritty or cheesy substance. The appearance 
may be as though the bowel were sprinkled with 
fine sand. 

Chronic form , The bowel wall, liver, and par¬ 
ticularly the spleen, and in a few cases the pleura 
and peritoneum, show numerous nodules, somewhat 
resembling those of glanders. 

Etiology. As stated before, we have formed the 
opinion that the mortality in young rabbits is not 
due to the presence of coccidia alone, but is brought 
about by a specific organism. 

The bacillus, which is always in evidence in these 
cases, ranges from 2 to 5 microns in length and is 
about 1 to 5 microns in breadth, including its en¬ 
velope, which is well-marked and comparatively 
thick. In appearance it somewhat resembles the 
anthrax bacillus. The ends are square-cut and it 
commonly occurs in pairs or in threes. It stains 
readily with methylene blue, but not by Gram’s 
method. It is to be found in great numbers in the 
ulcers in the walls of the large intestine, and although 
innumerable organisms are present in the intestine, 
by washing the bowel and subsequently scraping 
the surface of an ulcer the bacilli are obtained in 
great numbers, almost free from adventitious bac¬ 
teria. The diphtheritic membrane, when present on 
the surface of the intestine contains, besides coccidia, 
innumerable organisms of the type described. 

During the convulsions which characterise the 
acute form of the disease, a condition of septicemia 
may be demonstrated by microscopical examina¬ 
tion of blood films. The bacilli are in some cases 
very plentiful but usually when viewed with a 
1/12 in. oil immersion lens, from one to three may 
be observed to each field of the microscope. They 
may also be found in the substance of the spleen, 
but, are more plentiful in the one or more localised 
light-coloured patches, before mentioned as occur- 
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ing in the liver. The largest number of bacilli are 
to be fonnd in the brain substance, when this organ 
has been removed directly after death. This 
applies only to those cases in which convulsions 
have occurred. 

In the few instances in which by careful nursing, 
life has been prolonged for a few weeks, we have 
found that the nodules, before mentioned have 
developed throughout the abdominal organs. The 
lungs themselves do not appear to have become 
infected, although the pleura frequently shows 
evidence of it. The whole appearance has suggest¬ 
ed either tuberculosis or glanders. The nodules 
however showed no true caseation, but were com¬ 
posed of a centre of creamy pus surrounded by an 
inspissated layer. The pus, upon microscopical 
examination, appeared to he a pure culture of the 
bacillus described. 

The disease therefore appears to correspond with 
the pseudo-tuderculosis of rabbits described by 
Pfeiffer, but assumes an acute septicemic type. It 
is apparently introduced into the system by means 
of infected foodstuff. Immunity appears to be 
uired with adult age. 

t appeara probable that bacilli gain admission 
to the blood stream through the liver, which they 
reach via the bile ducts, possibly in company with 
coccidia.; or that they enter the vessels or lympha¬ 
tics through the intestinal walls. A very distended 
condition of these vessels associated with swelling 
of the neighbouring glands, occasionally met with 
on post-mortem examination, points to the lympha¬ 
tic system as being the principal channel of infection. 
Coccidia may assist the bacteria to penetrate the 
bowel wall, but the typical ulceration present in 
many cases appears to bs due to tbe action of the 
bacilli. 

The actual cause of death in acute cases is in all 
probability embolism or haemorrhage occurring in the 
brain or its membranes. The post-mortem appear 
ances usually point to one of those conditions. Coc¬ 
cidia apparently have little effect on the health of 
rabbits unless they are present in sufficient numbers 
to almost totally destroy the functions of the liver. 
They seldom cause death, but may be responsible 
for a condition of chronic emaciation in adult or 
half-grown rabbits. 

Breeding and Feeding Experiments. 

To obtain further proof of the minor part which 
coccidia play in producing mortality in young 
rabbits, the writer conducted the following experi¬ 
ments. Ten does, each showing numerous coccidia 
in the fieces, were bred from. The does throughout, 
and the young when sufficiently advanced, were 
fed on bran and leaves of cabbage and other green 
stuff from one particular source. The average 
mortality among the young stock was 95 per cent. 
The cases were all of an acute type, death being 
preceded by convulsions, at ages varying from three 
to six weeks. A few of the same does and the sur¬ 
viving young does were removed to other premises 
and bred from. Coccidia were still as numerous in 
the faeces. The food now consisted of bran and 
grass or other hedge plants. Those does which 


had formerly lost practically the whole of their 
youngsters, and the surviving young does bore litters 
which in their turn harboured coccidia, but the 
mortality from disease was now reduced to nil. 

These experiments indicate that the disease is 
conveyed by infected greenstuff or that certain 
premises harbour the organism, which is apparent¬ 
ly pathogenic only to young animals It is also 
interesting to note that a definite period usually 
elapses in acute caees between ingestion of infected 
greenstuff and the occurence of symptoms. Several 
rabbits sf the same litter invariably developed con¬ 
vulsions on the same day, and in nearly every case 
on the third or fourth day after receiving the 
infected leaves. 

Prophylaxis. 

The essential factor is the avoidance of leaves 
and fodder from certain infected sources. Hedge- 
plants are to be preferred to vegetable leaves. 
Cleanliness and the isolation or destruction of in¬ 
fected youngstors is imperative. 

We have seen satisfactory results follow the daily 
administration of Sodium sulphf>carbolate, dissolved 
in milk, grs. ii to each young rabbit. 

Treatment. 

Destruction is to he advised. Outbreaks of 
diarrhoea can be controlled by administration of 
Creosote h minim, for a rabbit of six weeks, combin¬ 
ed with a little catechu. 

Fossihly, were the investigation carried further, 
an immunising serum might bo propared for use in 
valuable stock. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

Polyvalent Serum of Lect^inche and Vallkk 
IN THE TREATMENT OF .CANINE DISTEMPER. 

Bresson gives an account of this in the Revue 
cffau'rale tie Medccine lerinairc for 1917. Ilis view 
of distemper is as fohows. In veterinary pathology, 
distemper is perhrps the type of infections in which 
the secondary action of common microbial agents 
exceeds in gravity the primary action of the specific 
agents. The filtering virus of Carr6, the causal 
agent of dis" mper, appears, when alone, to be easily 
tolerated b/ the animal. The clinical signs, the 
serious symptoms, and the mortal lesions observed 
in this disease are caused by the ordinary microbes 
of suppuration (Streptococci, staphylococci, etc.), 
which discharge their pathogenic role secondarily, 
by favour of the effects of the filtering virus. For 
this reason, leaving on one side all symptomatic 
treatment, the management of distemper is reduced 
to combating and preventing the secondary action 
of pyr genic microbes. 

Starting upon this basis, and proceeding solely 
upon the principle of the great importance which 
secondary pyogenic infection possesses in distemper, 
the author, upon the advice of Leclainche and 
Vallce, has used the polyvalent serum prepared by 
these workers. All his distemper cases were treated 
systematically for five days with a daily subcutan- 
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sous injection of from 40 c.c. to 50 c.c. of polyvalent 
serum. Two dogs were treated with intravenous 
injections of 30 c.c. without any particular result. 
At the end of five days the dose was reduced to 
15 c.c. every two days. The injections were made 
at different sites (neck, shoulder, flank), and with¬ 
out special antiseptic precautions. 

In addition to the serum the author employed 
the following symptomic treatment. Upon the 
entry of the dogs into the infirmary he gave an 
emetic of Syrup of ipecac, and followed this up 
with tonic injections of caffeine, a milky diet, rice 
water, powdered carbon, and alcohol. 

From his experiences the author concludes that 
the polyvalent serum, used in massive doses from 
the time of the appearance of the first symptoms, 
has preserved the animals from pyogenic complica¬ 
tions, and that, used upon animals hearing mani¬ 
fest secondary lesions, it combated the infection by 
the pyogenic agents causing these lesions, and en¬ 
abled a large number of such animals to be saved. 

W. R. C. 

# 

Vesicular‘Stomatitis in Cattle. 

Adolph Eichhorn.— Amcr. Jl. Vet. Med.. 1917. 

The United States Bureau of Animal Industry 
received rather alarming reports from Kansas and 
neighbouring parts that a disease exist ed among the 
livestock, particularly among cattle and horses, 
closely resembling foot-and-mouth disease. On 
arriving at the scene of the outbreak Eichhorn ob¬ 
served that the buccal lesions resembled those of 
foot-and-mouth disease so closely that a differentia¬ 
tion was almost impossible. In early cases typical 
vesicular formations with an accumulation of lymph 
were found. These vesicles ruptured readily, leav¬ 
ing a surface similar to that seen in foot-and-mouth 
disease. The lesions were not confined to any part 
of the mouth, the tongue was affected in about 
50 per cent, of the cases, the dental pad was rather 
more frequently affected; the other parts of the 
buccal mucous membrane showed lesions varying 
in frequency. The regenerative process progressed 
very rapidly, the only difference from foot-and- 
mouth disease being that in some oases the eroded 
parts were covered with a thick gelatinous pseudo¬ 
membrane. 

Inoculation tests.—Three calves were inoculated 
by scarification and five others, kept in another 
isolated pen, were inoculated intravenously with 
material from the lesions. The scarified calves de¬ 
veloped lesions on the dental pad in 48 hoars, but 
these were not quite typical in appearance. The 
calves inoculated intravenously remained unaffected. 
Interdigital inoculation of five pigs gave negative 
results. Likewise horsos inoculated by rubbing in¬ 
fected material on the tongue showed no lesions on 
the third day and so the tongue was re inoculated 
by scarification. “ One of the horses on the third 
day developed a vesicle on the dorsum of the tongue 
and, as in the successful transmission to horses in 
Washington, on the following day an expansion of 
the disease was observed affecting almost the) entire 
surface of the tongue.” / 

/ 


The disease differed from foot-and-mouth disease 
in the following respects:—(1) the transmissibility 
of the disease to horses from cattle and the failure 
to infect pigs, (2) the absence of foot lesions in in¬ 
fected and exposed cattle, (3) the appearance of 
newly-formed vesicles after the commencement of 
the healing process in some cases, (4) the immunity 
of a large proportion (up to 60 per cent.) of exposed 
animals in some centres, and (5) the temperature 
was not observed to rise over 103° F. 

A treatment of Epizootic Lymphangitis. 

Bringard, Bull. Soc. Cent. Mtd. VU ., 1917. 

In this article the author describes a method of 
treatment adopted by him with successful results 
over thirty years ago in Algeria, His observations 
j led him to conclude that the appropriate treatment 
consisted in the surgical extirpation of the swollen 
lymphatic vessel, or its destruction by means of 
some procedure acting directly on the interior of 
its lumen. The drugs employed failed to give 
satisfactory results. The removal of the lymphatics 
by means of a bistoury is attended with grave 
risks on account of the damage done to the sur¬ 
rounding tissues, and of secondary infection. 

The instruments thus used by the author consisted 
of iron rods about 18 inches long and about the 
thickness of a lead pencil, provided with a wooden 
handle at one end. These rods heated white hot 
served to cauterise the whole of the interior of the 
lymphatic. The operation is easily performed; the 
horse is cast so as to expose the affected lymphatics. 
If the lymphatic is no more than about 9 inches 
long one excises the bud on the side away from the 
lymphatic gland and then inserts the heated rod 
into the exposed orifice and passes it along the 
interior of the channel up towards the centre of the 
lymphatic gland. When the affected lymphatic is 
longer the process is repeated two or three times 
by passing the rod each time from a distal bud to 
another situated more centrally. The rods may 
be curved in order to follow tortuous lymphatics. 
Cases where the buds are not connected by means 
of apparent lymphatics are inoperable by this 
method, but such cases are very rare, and do not 
exceed 5 per cent. During the first week after the 
operation an abundant suppuration takes place 
leading to the shedding of the cord and glandular 
congestion. 

A 10 per cent, solution of tincture of iodine is 
afterwards injected into the channel. It is claimed 
that cures can be affected in four to five weeks in 
cases of horses refractory to all other methods of 
treatment. 

Details are given of eight cases occuring in the 
French army; on these the author had the oppor¬ 
tunity of again testing his method of treatment. 
The results again proved its efficacy as all the 
horses were cured in a comparatively short time.— 
Trop. Vet. Bullet ., Sept., 1917. 

An Italian method of Anti-Rabic treatment. 

Claudio Fermi, Ann. d’lgiene. 1916. 

The method of rabies vaccination evolved by 
Fgrmi at Sassari, Sardinia, is briefly as follows. 
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The vacoine consists of a 5 per cent, emulsion of 
a potent fixed virus, carbolised 1 per cent., direct 
from the rabbit or dog. The brain instead of the 
cord is used, as the former was shown to be more 
active. The anti-rabic serum is obtained by hy¬ 
perimmunising horses, using the above vaccine as 
antigen. The sero-vaccine consists of 1 part of 
serum and 2 of vaccine, carbolised 1 per cent. The 
method of treatment consists in the administration 
of sero-vaccine for the first 5 to 10 days followed by 
the injection of the vaccine alone up to the 25th 
day, The mortality from rabies following this 
treatment was calculated to be lower than that 
following treatment according to the methods 
employed by Hogyes, Bernstein, and Remlinger. 
Advantages claimed for the vaccine and sero-vaccine 
are that they can be preserved for long periods 
sterile and potent in sealed tubes, can be transported 
over any distance for use, do not inconvenience the 
patient, and set up an immunity immediately in the 
case of severely bitten patients. 

The new Italian method is stated to have been 
substituted in British India for a number of years 
for the Pasteur and Hogyes methods on account of 
the superior results obtained.— Trop. Vet. Bullet. 
Sept. 1917. 

MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch.1 

The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Thursday, November 28th, 1918, the 
President, Mr. John Malcolm, occupied the chair. There 
were also present: Messrs. VV. H. Brooke, J. VV.Conchie, 
J. L. Cormack, F. L. Gooch, T. Slipper, F. B. O. Taylor, 
R. C. Trigger, S. M. Woodward, H. Yeomans, J. Young, 
and thee Hon. Sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes. 

Apologies for unavoidable absenee were received from 
Messrs. E. Ringer, J. J. Burchnall, L. W. Heelis, R. L. 
Phillips, T. J. Brain, E. O’Neill, C. F. Parsons, J. R. 
Carless, J. Martin, W. Trigger, H. S. Reynolds, R. 
Hughes, and others. 

The Dawn of Peace. 

The President said they could scarcely pass on to 
the business of the meeting without referring to the 
great change that had taken place since their last 
assembly. No one would then have predicted that we 
should have peace so soon, but fortunately the unex¬ 
pected had happened and they met in better spirits in 
consequence. They of the Midland Association had 
tried to keep the ball rolling during the past four years, 
and, taking all things into consideration, he thought 
they had succeeded. He hoped at their next meeting 
they would be able to welcome back their absent mem¬ 
bers who had left their practices at their country’s call 
and helped to bring about such a splendid result. 

The question of Fees. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read. The Hon. Bee. mentioned that the full report of 
the discussion on the proposed increase in the scale of 
professional charges was not published in the press, but 
a copy of it had been entered on the minutes. A copy 
of it had also been forwarded to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and to the National Veterinary 
Association. lie had received the following letter in 
reply:- 


Dear Mr. Dawes, 

I brought your letter and the accompanying copy of 
discussion at a recent meeting of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association before the Partia- 
mentarv Committee at its meetiug on Thursday last. 
The Committee passed a resolution of agreement with 
the opinion expressed by your Association, and this 
was formally adopted at a meeting of the Council 
held on Friday.—Yonrs faithfully, 

Fred Bullock, Secretary. 

Xonti wit ions for Memherahip. Mr. Cormack nomin¬ 
ated the following members of the profession for mem¬ 
bership of the Association :—Mr. C. S. Hunting, Lough¬ 
borough, and Mr. Jones, Gloucester. 

CONTAGIOUS ABORTION IN CATTLE. 

J. L. Cormack, m.r.c.v.s., Coventry. 

Mr. Cormack said : In choosing a subject for dis¬ 
cussion to-day, l have been guided mainly in deciding 
upon Contagious Abortion in Cattle by the following 
factors : the very great prevalence of the disease ; the 
enormous loss which it causes to agriculture and to the 
State ; the rapid strides which have been made in recent 
years in a knowledge of it ; and the necessity for fur¬ 
ther investigation of some of its aspects, so that we might 
be better able to deal with it. 

It is a disease with which most of us come into con¬ 
tact almost daily, and upon which it is -possible, even 
probable, that different individuals hold different opin¬ 
ions regarding some of its aspects. I trust that each 
member will to day express his opinion on the subject, 
and give his experiences of the disease in any connec¬ 
tion, and more particularly if they are calculated to 
throw further light on our knowledge, especially in re¬ 
ference to getting rid of the diseasee or otherwise 
diminishing the losses caused by it. 

Contagious abortion may be described as a specific 
catarrh of the uterus, caused by the bacillus of Bang, 
and commonly followed by the expulsion of the feetus. 
The expulsion may take place at any period of preg¬ 
nancy, but most frequently from the fifth to the seventh 
month. Some recent writers suggest that this disease 
ought to be known by another name, such as “ Bang’s 
Disease,” and one can quite understand that when he 
recognises than an animal may be infected with the 
disease without showing any evidence of abortion. I 
believe that such animals are capable of doing much 
harm in the way <>f spreading the disease. 

Bang’s bacillus is small, even smaller than the tubercle 
bacillus, non-motile, does not form spores, but is capable 
of liviog a non-parasitic life and retaining its virulence 
for months. It has been found to be capable of growth 
after as long as nine months. In a susceptible animal, 
it finds its most suitable place in the uterus, and especi¬ 
ally in the pregnant uterus, which appears to be its seat 
of choice ; but it is frequently found in the udder. It 
koes not appear to remain long in the blood stream ; 
but one would like to know whether this bacillus re¬ 
mains for any length of time in the alimentary tract, 
and if so, whether it can multiply in that position. 

Infection is believed to occur most frequently by in¬ 
gestion, through contamination of the food and water, 
and most particularly from grazing In younger ani¬ 
mals it is possible that infection is conveyed by the 
milk either through the presence of bacilli in the udder 
—which method is not regarded as serious or through 
contamination of the teats by discharge which finds its 
wav down the hind quarters of an infected animal and 
so become swallowed by a calf, or into the milk from the 
milkers’ hands. 

When infection takes place by way of the mouth, it 
appears to reach the uterus by way of the blood stream 
and so becomes deposited there, but as to how all this 
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comes about we have no definite knowledge. Several 
theories have been advanced as to possible modes of en¬ 
trance into the uterus, but at present we must be con¬ 
tent to accept the fact that the bacilli do, by some 
means or another, find their way into the uterine cavity. 
Infection per wvjinam may occur duiing copulation or, 
as has been suggested, it may be possible that bacilli 
passed out in the fences may be deposited on the vulva 
and find their way along the vagina and into the uterus. 

With regard to the importance of the bull as a factor 
in carrying infection, there appears to be a difference of 
opinion, but the weight of evidence would show that 
while he is not so dangerous in this respect as was for¬ 
merly believed, he is, nevertheless, capable of infeeting 
cows. The bull can and does become infected with the 
abortion bacillus, but it is believed that in his system 
the bacilli do not find a suitable medium for growth, 
become attenuated, and soon disdppear, so that one 
cannot attach much importance to the risk of infected 
semen It is much more possible that the part played 
bv the bull is purely mechanical, and that he is capable 
of infecting a cow only by serving a clean one wiihin a 
comparatively short time of having served a recent 
aborter. 

I may say Prof. Williams, of New York State College, 
has been investigating this subject, particularly in re¬ 
gard to the mode of entry of the bacillus into the uterus, 
and he, of course, accepts the belief that the chief infec¬ 
tion takes place through ingestion, and that somehow 
or other the bacilli find their way into the blood and 
ultimately into tne uterus. He points out that there 
are three great seats of the disease, or {joints of infec¬ 
tion, in the uterus -the first and most important being 
the internal os uteri, and the apices of the two horns. 
I do not see that there is much to be gained from the 
practical point of view from that knowledge at the pre¬ 
sent time, but such knowledge may come in useful 
later on. 

Symptoms of the disease are lacktng unless and until 
some cow or heifer shows signs of slipping her calf, evi¬ 
dence of which may be seen a day or two, or only an 
hour or two before the act, and in cases occurring very 
early in pregnancy, the only signs may be the recurrence 
of oestrum alter the animal is considered to have settled 
to the bull. In those cases which occur later, a dis¬ 
charge, frequently blood-stained at first, but later yel¬ 
lowish, may be noticed, accompanied by relaxation of 
the ligament, and to a greater or less degree, springing 
of the udder. It is from now that the animal becomes 
most dangerous, and begins to spread disease by dis¬ 
semination of the highly infective discharge. In a large 
number of the later cases the placenta is retained, evi¬ 
dently as a result of the changes which are produced in 
the cotyledons by the catarrh. The cotyledons have a 
distinct yellow colour. 

As to diagnosis, while one has usually some idea 
whether he is dealing with a case of contagious abor¬ 
tion, a definite diagnosis can only be established by the 
application of one of the following methods :— 

(1) Microscopical examination of the exudate or dis¬ 
charge, which can best be procured from the fresh fcetal 
membranes, and perhaps most readily from the coty¬ 
ledons ; 

(2) The agglutination test. This is the most useful 
method and the one relied upon by most experts. It 
can be applied at any time, and is very delicate and re¬ 
liable. This test may be applied with either of the fol¬ 
lowing as the agglutinating media—exudate, milk (or 
better, whey), and blood serum. Blood serum is the 
most suitable, and is the medium almost invariably 
used. 

(3) Complement fixation method. This is very deli¬ 
cate, and I believe very reliable, but is too complicated 
for general use. 


(4) The abortion test; rarely, if ever applied now, and 
similar to the tuberculin test in its application. 

Prevention is very difficult. It is almost impossible 
to keep a herd free from the disease in some districts— 
it is so prevalent and insidious. It will occur on farms 
which appear to be almost isolated, and to which there 
is seldom a fresh animal brought. In such cases the 
only explanation would appear to be that some agent 
acts as a carrier. It may be a man’s boots, a dog, or 
other means of indirect contact. But much might be 
done in preventing the most serious source of spread by 
applying the agglutination test to all fresh cows before 
bringing them on to the premises. This could readily 
be done in the case of valuable herds, but it is not quite 
so practicable at present, where cattle are bought iu the 
open market and while the disease is so commou. It 
may be possible to do so one day, if we should be able 
to reduce the prevalence of the disease. Once the dis¬ 
ease has appeared on a farm, the aborting animal should 
be immediately isolated and the most rigid sanitary 
measures adopted. Isolation of the cow should be main¬ 
tained for several weeks, and certainly so long as there 
is any evidence of discharge. If remaining, remove the 
placenta, disinfect frequently the uterus and hind parts, 
including the tail and udder. Burn or bury deeply the 
calf and membranes. Thoroughly disinfect the premises, 
burn all litter, and disinfect utensils, men’s boots, etc. 
Test all other members of the herd, and re-test them in 
six or more weeks, and should the case be an isolated 
one either have her removed to an infected farm or stall- 
feed her. 

In badly infected farms, one would adopt vaccination 
in an endeavour to cut the outbreak short, and certainly 
to bring about a great saving both in milk and calf life. 

It is pretty generally accepted that contagious abor¬ 
tion has a great tendeucy to wear itself out, and that 
many animals which have had an attack of the disease 
acquire a degree of immunity from it. Most animals 
acquire immunity after one attack, but many abort a 
second time, and some even a third time. To explain 
this may be difficult, but it seems feasible that many 
naturally infected animals will not have had a suffi¬ 
ciently large dose to provide complete immunity, and 
others may not be capable, for some unknown reason, of 
producing the immunising material in sufficient quan¬ 
tity. To hasten this immunity, the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture decided to experiment with animals by inoculating 
them with a large dose of bacilli. The experiments were 
successful ; so also have been the extensive field experi¬ 
ments carried out in different counties, where the per¬ 
centages of abortion have been reduced from sometimes 
as much as 70 per cent to about 5 per cent., and even 
less. 


The Hon. Sec., before the discussion continued, read 
to the meeting some notes on the subject recently issued 
by the Board of Agriculture for the benefit of breeders 
and veterinarians generally. 

Mr. Triqger said the profession generally realised 
that this was one of the most difficult subjects they had 
to deal with at the present time. The less which was 
sustained by stock owners was very serious, as it was to 
the public generally. The disease was allowed to run 
rampant through the country without any serious 
attempt to deal with it, until late years. It might be 
difficult, as the essayist said, to ascertain how the dis¬ 
ease made its appearance at a certain farm, but he 
thought it was very wicked that a man, when he found 
that his cows began to abort, should at once send them 
to auction. He had heard farmers say they could pick 
these animals out before they aborted, and they soon 
got rid of them. These animals entered the market, 
their exacuations were there, and farmers got it on their 
boots and so took the disease home to their own farms. 
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There should have been legislation on this subject years 
ago. Every man should be compelled to give notice of 
abortion on his farm, and cattle from that farm should 
not be allowed in any auction at all. The Board of 
Agriculture and the younger members of the veterinary 
rofession were to be congratulated on what they had 
one so far, because he thought inoculation wth vaccine 
had been attended with very good results. He was of 
opinion that vaccination should be compulsory on farms 
where abortion existed. He recognised that there was 
a difficulty, especially in a herd of 60 or 80 cattle, but 
they could be done in groups. There was no doubt that 
the animal that was doing most mischief was the one 
that showed no signs of disease. He thought it was 
rather a stretch of the imagination to Bay that infection 
took place while calves were sucking. WereXtbey to 
believe that the bacilli remained in the calf until it was 
old enough to go to the bull 1 

Mr. Gooch said he attended a meeting at Norwich 
two years ago, when Sir Stewart Stockman addressed 
the Norfolk Agricultural Association on this very sub¬ 
ject. One of Sir Stewart’s great points was that fanners 
should retain all aborted animals if they wished to get 
rid of the scourge. Farmers seemed to think it necessary 
to immediately get rid of an aborting animal from their 
herds, but Sir Stewart Stockman suggested that it 
would be better to keep them and breed from them 
again after using vaccine. He (Mr. Gooch) had had 
good results from retention and natural immunising. 

Mr. Taylor said the subject was of great interest to 
the country practitioner. His own little experiments 
with the vaccine treatment had bad good results. At 
one farm he vaccinated 24 heifers, according to the 
Board’s regulations, and every one carried her calf. At 
another farm, three or four had slipped their calves, but 
they were vaccinated, and they now carried their calves 
right through. It would be interesting to know long 
this vaccine carried immunity. After vaccination, he 
had had some cattle fall off in condition, but he could 
not say whether it was a common occurrence. 

Mr. Yeomans said his experience of the subject was 
limited, but he thought that in future milk production 
was going to be such a very important branch of agri¬ 
culture that there would be plenty of work for veter¬ 
inary surgeons in the use of this vaccine test. If the 
results are satisfactory, which they promise to be, it 
would give them an opportunity of demonstrating to 
agriculturists the value of the veterinary profession, 
which would be a good asset to the general practitioner. 

He would like to hear whether any member had had 
any experience of an outbreak of abortion in mares. 
Although dairy cows were very valuable, Shire mares 
were more so. 

The Hon. Sec. said he must first of all thahk Mr. 
Cormack for his readiness in acceding to the reauest 
made to him for a paper. It was an example which he 
would like to see followed by other members. It seemed 
to him that this question of contagious abortion in 
cattle was much more difficult than it appeared to be. 
If a cow that has aborted has a calf nut with it and 
is sent into the market it is a difficult thing to tell 
that it is an aborted animal. There may be nothing to 
guide you in the matter. Until something more definite 
was obtainable in a diagnostic sense, it was a disease 
that would take a lot of reckoning with. Again, a 
farmer was told that if his cow aborts he must take it 
into another building, but how many farms are there 
where that could be done 1 The farmer did not like 
turning a sick animal out of a warm shed. Another 
difficulty was that knowledge of the outbreak did not 
come to the veterinary surgeon first hand. The trouble 
had probably been going on for some time before the 
farmer mentioned it, and it had probably assumed 
extensive proportions before the veterinary surgeon 


knew anything about it. Reverting to the question of 
the difficulty in telling aborted animals, he expressed 
the opinion that the State should take this matter up 
and submit all dairy animals to the test to find out 
whether they were affected. It would no doubt be a 
big undertaking, but it would help to get rid of the 
disease. 

The President added his thanks to those of previous 
speakers for the very interesting discussion which Mr. 
Cormack had opened. Abortion in mares was a very 
serious matter, considering the value of a foal, but he 
did not think it was so widely spread and in such 
general epizootic form as in cattle. He understood that 
the casual organism was different in mares from what 
in cattle, and still different in the case of sheep. One 
point in the discussion seemed a little strange to him, 
and that was the effect upon calves. It was suggested 
that calves were infected with the abortion bacillus 
either through drinking milk from infected udders— 
not an uncommon seat of infection—or through sucking 
teats that have beome infected by a discharge coming 
down the mother’s hind quarters. He had some hesita¬ 
tion in accepting that, considering the length of time 
that must elapse before the calf became infected in that 
way and its having a calf of its own. If they could 
vaccinate cows that were non-pregnant with the abortion 
bacillus and two or three months afterwards safely put 
them to the bull, he could scarcely conceive that a cow 
infected years before would be likely to abort. The 
methods of infection were not altogether clear. As 
there was no direct opening in the womb through which 
the infective discharge might enter, they must look to 
the blood stream as the source of contagion. Mr. 
Cormack told them that the abortion bacillus was non- 
motile, so that it was difficult to understand how it 
entered the womb except through the blood stream. 

With regard to prevention, where a farmer has no 
abortion, and he decides to keep his breeding at home, 
he will continue for a long period without a case on his 
premises. There was direct experience on that point io 
testing for tuberculosis ; and by inducing a farmer to 
do his breeding at home, they had helped to stave off 
three of the most virulent diseases of the present day— 
Tuberculosis, Abortion, Johne’s disease. He would like 
to impress upon every member the importance of per¬ 
suading farmers to take every step that was possible in 
the eradication of those three diseases. If it was taken 
up properly, it was not an expensive matter to the 
farmer, and incidentally it was remunerative to the 
veterinary surgeon. With regard to the eagerness of 
the farmer to sell an animal that was likely to abort* 
he did not think the farmer really meant to do his 
neighbour an injury, but he only looked at the question 
from his own point of view. The only thing for the 
veterinary surgeon to do, and for the State to do, was 
to educate the farmer, who, if he knew he was going to 
financially injure his neighbour by selling him an 
aborting animal might be a little more careful. As to 
putting another calf to an animal that had aborted as a 
better means of selling it, that of course, was a very 
reprehensible practice. From what he could gather, 
both Sir John M’Fadyean and Sir Stewart Stockman 
were against compulsory legislation in the matter, but 
personally, he thought that any farmer who took a 
recently aWted cow out of his herd and sent her to 
the public market was guilty, of an offence which ought 
to be punishable. 

As to the retention of aborted animals* raised by Mr. 
Gooch, he thought everyone with practical experience 
would agree that it was the right thing to do. In ever 
so many herds, contagious abortion had gradually died 
out in the ordinary way. Unless any new cows were 
brought on to the farm, it generally died out in two or 
three years, so that when a cow had aborted it seemed 
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to be the right thing to keep it in the herd. Whether 
it was still capable of spreading abortion was another 
matter. 

It would be interesting to know whether it was 
possible for infected milk to transmit the disease to the 
human being. He believed that some recent experi¬ 
ments had shown that it was not possible. 

Mr. Brooke said he would like to ask a question. As 
the alimentary tract seemed to be recognised as a fre¬ 
quent means of infection, he would like to know on 
what grounds that opinion was formed. 

Reply. 

Mr. Cormack said there seemed to be very few 
diseases m the country that *ere more important from 
a national point of view than contagious abortion in 
cattle. The loss spread over the British Isles in a year 
must amount to an enormous sum of money. Some 
years ago the loss estimated to occur from animals that 
aborted was £7-10-0 per head, so he did not know what 
the loss could be reckoned at to-day, with the price of 
cattle and milk so much higher than it was. As to 
sending an aborting cow to market with a normal calf, 
he Bhould say it was a very shady practice which ought 
to be covered by some form of legislation. 

Mr. Trigger : I should think it is a fraud, if you 
could prove it. 

Mr. Cormack said bethought Sir John M‘Faydean 
and Sir Stewart Stockman were disinclined to suggest 
any form of legislation in regard to notification of the 
disease. Sir Stewart Stockman in one of his papers, 
said it would be too expensive for any particular district 
to take up. It would have to be administered all over 
the country from headquarters, and there would be very 
great difficulty in carrying out, which would probably 
amount to the paralysing of the cattle industry. With 
regard to the possibility of infection in the calf while 
sucking, he did not suggest that-a heifer calf was going 
to carry the bacillus in her system until she was old 
enough to calve herself. But one could not get away 
from the possibility of the calf swallowing large numbers 
of bacilli from the milk and spreading them. He had 
not seen anywhere any remarks regarding the possibility 
of the spread of the disease by means of the faeces. 
Was it to be supposed, when infection took place by 
means of the mouth, that every single bacillus that got 
into the alimentary tract found its way into the blood 
stream, or must they conclude that large numbers of the 
bacilli were passed out in the faeces 1 The mouth was be¬ 
lieved to be the main source of contagion, both experi¬ 
mentally and clinically, and practically all the evidence 
went to show that infection, certainly in the case of the 
uterus, was conveyed by the blood stream. If so, one must 
eliminate to a very great extent the question of 
infection by the vagina. When the disease was 
generally found in prescribed areas and in remote 
parts of the uterus, one must conclude that it 
arrived there by the blood supply. He did net 
see how they could get infection of the uterus 
through the vagina, unless it was through the agency 
of the bull. A great many heifers aborted at grass, so 
that the grass became highly infected and the disease 
was spread in that way. It is possible that an animal 
which has been vaccinated could spread infection by 
means of the bowels, and if she happened to abort she 
would certainly spread it by means of the discharge. 

Mr. Brooke : Vaccination would have no effect on the 
bowels 1 

Mr. Cormack : I Bhould think it might, because you 
can’t get any part of the body that is not supplied with 
blood. 

Mr. Brooke : Except that the alimentary canal is 
outside the blood. 

Mr. Cormack, continuing, said that the retention of 
aborting animals was the only wise thing to do in cases 


where the disease was present to any great extent. If 
there was only an isolated case, he advised testing the 
other animals, and re-testing in a few weeks time. If 
there were no reactors, he thought it would be foolish 
to retain that animal on the farm. 

Mr. Gooch : If natural immunisation takes place, 
why get rid of it! 

Mr. Cormack : Natural immunity does not always 
occur; you get disease a second, and even a third time. 
The results of vaccination have been exceptionally good, 
but he would not say that all the results were due to 
vaccination. He had not noticed any cases of loss of 
condition, referred to by one of the speakers, and he had 
not received any complaints about loss of milk through 
vaccination. He had no knowledge of the length of 
time infection might last in the alimentary canal. 

He had seen some mares that slipped their foal, but 
he did not know that it was due to contagious abortion. 
It could be produced in a mare experimentally by 
means of Bang’s bacillus, but the mare was not liable 
to contract this disease naturally. Abortion in sheep 
was also a distinct disease. There have been cases of 
cattle in which the causal agent was the vibrio which 
causes abortion in sheep, but such cases were rare. 
Abortion is not so prevalent in mares, and a point to 
note in this connection is that mares generally foal at 
one particular time of the year, whereas cattle calve at 
all times of the year, and as the pregnant uterus was 
the chief habitat of the bacillus it was kept vigorous all 
the year round. He thought the chief risk of infection 
through the vagina was that the bull might carry the 
infection from another cow, or he might inoculate the 
uterus with germs which he might take in from the lips 
of the vulva of the particular cow he was serving. He 
agreed that there was great need for the further educa¬ 
tion of the farmer in these matters as a means of check¬ 
ing the spread of the disease. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Gooch, a vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Cormack for 
his address, both gentlemen agreeing that the whole 
discussion had been very informative. 

The company adjourned for tea before separating. 

H. J. Dawes, f.r.c.v.8., Hon. Sec. 


COCCIDIOSIS IN THE RABBIT. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—The last issue of The Veterinary Record , (4th 
January), contains a report of a meeting of the Central 
Veterinary Society, at which a paper on Coccidiosis in 
the Rabbit was read by Mr. J. B. Buxton, f.r.c.v.s.,d.v.h. 
In the debate which followed apparently nearly every 
statement made in this paper was accepted as correct, or 
at least allowed to pass without challenge, and one 
member went so far as to say that “ Mr. Buxton’s paper 
would be of great value abroad as well as in England. I 
venture to say that that opinion is not likely to be 
shared by anyone who is well acquainted with the 
disease in question. 

It appears to me to be much more likely that, if the 
erroneous statements made in the paper are allowed to 
pass uncontiadicted, readers abroad may infer that the 
study of coccidiosis of the rabbit has been sadly neglect¬ 
ed in this country, and it is the fear of that result which 
impels me to take upon myself a very uncongenial task. 

Premising that “some knowledge of the manner 
of reproduction of the parasites is essential to the 
clinician in order that the spread of the disease 
may be satisfactorily limited,” Mr. Buxton goes on to 
give a description of the life cycle of the parasite which 
is replete with errors :— 

(1). Mr. Buxton savs : “ The oocysts are expelled from 
the body with the faeces, and under favourable con- 
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ditions of warmth and moisture the cell contents divide 
into two and then into four spherical bodies, called 
Sporoblasts.” 

This is an inaccurate account of sporoblast formation, 
and no one who has followed the process could have 
fallen into the error. I challenge Mr. Buxton to pro¬ 
duce a preparation showing an oocyst containing two 
sporoblasts. 

(2) . Continuing the account of the oocysts, Mr. 
Buxton says : “ If a rabbit ingests such a cyst, the wall 
becomes dissolved and the sporocysts are liberated. 
These in turn rupture and set free the sporozooites 
or falciform corpuscles.” 

Each of the sentences here quoted contains a mis¬ 
statement. Since the publication of Metzner’s obser¬ 
vations it has been known that the wall of the oocyst 
does not become dissolved, that the sporocysts do not 
burst, and that the liberation of the sporozooites takes 
place without either of these things happening. 

(3) . Professing to describe the formation of micro¬ 
gametes, Mr. Buxton says : “ The nuclei become elongat¬ 
ed and comma-shaped, and two flagella appear towards 
the anterior extremity.” He also gives a figure of a 
microgamete in support of this statement, but it bears 
only a most distant resemblance to the microgamete of 
the rabbit coccidium, and only serves to show that he 
had never seen the object he was describing. 

What has iust been said also applies to the figure 
which is labelled “ Macrogamete” and shows an indent¬ 
ation marked “ micropyle,” Mr. Buxton evidently does 
not know that macrogametes do not possess a micropyle, 
the thing so named being seen only in the oocyst. But 
in point of fact the figure does not bear the most distant 
resemblance to either a macrogamete or an oocyst ; and, 
if it is accurate, one can confidently assert that the 
object from which Mr. Buxton made the drawing was 
not a coccidium at any of its stages 

(4) . With regard to the fertilisation of the macroga¬ 
metes, Mr. Buxton states that “A single male element 
penetrates the female cell at the micropyle, which then 
closes.” 

This l believe to be a most unwarranted statement 
unless Mr. Buxton is prepared to vouch for the facts 
from his own observations, or to give the name of an 
authority who does. 

(6). Mr. Buxton’s description of the lesions is equally 
inaccurate. Abscesses are never formed in the liver in 
cases of coccidiosis in the rabbit, or, if they are, coccidia 
have nothing to do with their formation. 

The bile ducts do not become more branched, and the 
connective tissue does not become hypertrophied, nor 
does it produce either venous congestion or atrophy. 

Two courses are now open to Mr. Buxton. (1). He 
may vouch for the accuracy of the statements which I 
have criticised, but in that case he ought in justice to 
previous authors to have given his reasons for dissent¬ 
ing from them. (2). He may say that he was not pro¬ 
fessing to describe what he had himself observed, but 
merely quoting for the instruction of the Central Vet¬ 
erinary Society from the writings of others. Unfortun¬ 
ately he has made that line of defence very difficult, for 
the part of his paper which deals with the disease in 
the rabbit does not contain a single reference to any 
authority on the subject. The whole tenor of his paper 
conveyed the impression that he was giving the Society 
the benefit of his own observations, and, without demur, 
he accepted the compliments whicn appear to have 
been paid to him on that understanding. 

It is also not open to Mr. Buxton to excuse himself 
on the ground that the errors whUh he committed were 
trivial or practically unimportant, for he told the “ Cli¬ 
nicians” who he was addressing that a knowledge of the 
facts was essential“ ir order that the spread of the disease 
may be satisfactorily limited.” He is therefore bound 
either to maintain the accuracy of his statements, or to 


apologise to the members of the Central Veterinary 
Society for having misled them.—Your obedient servant, 

J. M‘Fadyean. 

Ryl. Vety. Coll. 7th January. 


THE R.C.V.M.A. AND THE COUNCIL R.C.V.S. 

Dear Sir,—Isn’t “ Reform ” a little illogical when he 
asked, in your last issue, for us to eliminate from our 
minds “ those who study personalities prior to profess¬ 
ional interests ” after he himself indulged freely in them ? 

The bulk of the members of Council are represen¬ 
tative practitioners and should know the requirements 
of the majority of the profession. Tf they being tame 
sheep, were to be replaced by others of improved 
capacity should we fare better? Why blame the few 
schoolmen for a greater number of the Council, who has 
the wisdom of the speechless parrot? It seems to me 
the few have more forcible characters than the majority. 

I quite agree with Prof. Gaiger’s remarks. The tame 
sheep representing the bulk of the profession are on the 
Council at the will of the majority of the profession. 
Please, fellow practitioners, don’t talk, think, and 
grumble. Let us act. The ultra scientists have done 
more for the profession than the majoritv of practition¬ 
ers, who have the wisdom of the ants. Judging by the 
lattera’ contribution to the sum total of veterinary 
knowledge and progress, it is with them “ take all, and 
give nothing.” 

“Action not Talk.” 

Dear Sir,—I have read with considerable interest the 
“After War problems,” reported in The Veterinary 
Record of 28th December last, and feel that our grateful 
thanks are due to the President of the Royal Counties 
V.M.A. for giving expression to the thought which has 
occupied many of our minds for some time past—that 
things were not altogether well with us. 

There is no doubt that the profession is suffering from 
an amemia of a very pernicious nature—an amemia due 
in a great measure to the apathy of a goodly number of 
its members. 

If steps are not immediately taken to infuse new 
blood into the ranks of our governing body the pro¬ 
fession’s parlous condition will become one of utter 
hopelessness. 

The forthcoming election gives each one of us an 
opportunity to put our house in order. The veter¬ 
inarians who have served their country well, and upheld 
the dignity of the veterinary profession in every sphere 
of military operations, will not, I opine, be prepared to 
return home to the old regime ; and I appeal to them to 
support with their votes only those who will maintain 
the status we have gained during the war, and who will 
take reasonable interest in our destiny. 

Many of the present Council have been vouchsafed 
long terms of service at the Council Board, and in the 
interests of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
their retirement would now prove advantageous. 

It is certainly time that we should free our governing 
body from the domination of those who, in the midst of 
weakness, have assumed autocratic rule, or whose only 
power is that conferred by virtue of official position. 

Let us place on our Council men with broad views, 
sound judgement, and without the proverbial axe to 
grind—men who will use every endeavour to raise our 
profession to that position among the arts and sciences 
which its nobility and importance dictates. 

I agree with Mr. Gaiger, that “long range sniping” 
does not make for good—one so often misses the mark, 
or hits the wrong one. To clear the trench which bolds 
up our advance is strategically sound, and with this 
object in view, I subscribe myself, 

Bomber. 
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TRIORCHIDY—CASTRATION. 

“Scrutator,” in your last issue, wrote:—“that the 
practitioner, against whom the case went, was speaking 
the truth—that he did remove two testicles.” 

I never said or did anything of the kind. What I did 
was to remove a testicle and a tumour in the spring of 
1916, and remove a tumour in the spring of 1917, ?.<?., 
only one testicle and two tumours. When the tumour 
dropped off some farm hands said it was a testicle, 
whicn I consider to be “ bunkum.” 

It is not my opinion that it was a case of triorchidy. 

“Scrutator” further writes : “It is a pity I did not 
proceed for a new trial, etc, so as to safeguard the pro¬ 
fession against a further charge of unskilfulness—which 
it amounted to.” “Scrutator” might have put it in 
another way—the profession ought to have proceeded 
to a higher court, to clear my reputation and safeguard 
the profession, etc. Many years ago, however, I put 
down the profession collectively as a dead letter. 

“Scrutator” is also wrong as to “unskilfulness.” The 
Judge found negligence in that I removed a healthy 
testicle, cut the scrotum open for removal of second 
testicle, that I found a healthy testicle and simply left 
it there, .... 

If “Scrutator” had as much work in hand at the time 
of the trial as I had he would think twice before pro¬ 
ceeding for a new trial. Personally, it would not be 
worth while as far as I was concerned. What I did was 
to put the country-side ablaze with copies of my letter 
as it appeared in Recoi'd : so much so, that at a subse 
quent Redhill Market I had quite an ovation—meta¬ 
phorically speaking, carried shoulder high—and the 
defendant, and V.S. who supported him, were called 
unmentionable names. 

In conclusion, had I realised so’much before the trial 
as I did afterwards the case would not have come up at 
all. I would simply have written the defendant to stick 
my fee in a rather peculiar part of his anatomy, and 
added a rider to the effect that he was not to send for 
me again.—Yours, etc. 

The Gables, Reigate. Chas. A. Squair. 
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H. T. Hughes, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

H. King, London, S.E. 11 1 

W. S. King, London, E. 1 

R. G. J. Lake, Ashby-de-la-Zouch 1 

G. C. Lancaster, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

W. L. Little, Lieut, r.a.v.c. 1 

G. C. Lowe, Bermondsey, S.E. 1 

T. Ludlow, Mansfield l 

C. W. Mackinson, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

J. Malcolm, Birmingham 1 

A. Malvisi, Hornsey, N. 1 

S. J. Marriott, Northampton 1 

E. Marrison, Derby . 1 

H. Mason, Maj. r.a.v.c. 1 

J. H. McCree, Londonderry 1 

J. McKinna, Huddersfield 1 

W. R. McKinna, „ Lt. r.a.v.c. 1 
J. J. Meyrick, Salterton 1 

W. J. Moore, London, S.W. 1 

J W. Morrow, Coleraine 1 

W. S. Mulvey, Maj., Chelmsford 1 

R. Murray, Rugeley 1 

A. Over, Rugby 1 

R. H. H. Over, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

E W. Parks, Lt.-Ck)l. r.a.v.c. 1 

F. W. Pawlett, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

W. S. Petrie, Brechin 1 

J. H. Poles, Whittlesea 1 

H. J. R. Pope, London, W. 11 l 

T. F. Quirke, Lahore, India 1 

J. G. Reynard, Perth 1 

W. Lister Richardson, Wadebridge 1 

A. Robb, Glasgow l 

A. Robb, jun , Capt. r.a.v.c. . 1 

W. Robb, Glasgow 1 

E. Sayer, Newport 1 

R. Srott, Hawick \ 

C Sheather, London, N.W. 1 2 

A. W. Shilston, Muktesar, India 1 

F. M. Skues, Capt. s.a.v.c. 1 

J. Smith, Capt. r.a. vc. 1 

A. Snodgrass, Strabane 1 

J. Soulsby, Cockermouth 1 

J. Spreull, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

W. S. Stevens, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

D. Sutherland, Thurso 1 

G. Sutton, Maj. r.a.v c. 1 

F. W. Taylor, Wexford 1 

R. C. C. Thwaytes, Maj. r.a v.c. 1 

F. Ware, Epping 1 

S. Wharam, Leeds 1 

G. Whitehead, Batley 1 

E. E. Wood, Manchester 1 

G. Yates, Harrow 1 
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£91 5 0 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


The Military Cross. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the follow¬ 
ing awards for distinguished service in connexion with 
military operations in France and Flanders. Dated 
Jan. 1, 1919 

* * * * 

Capt. R. J. Vickers, Can. a. v.c., 2nd Can. M.v.s. 
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Order op the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing appointments to the Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire, for valuable services rendered in 
connexion with military operations in various Fields 
(Dated Jan. 1, 1919) 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

Italy —Temp. Maj.T. Bone,M.c.; Temp.Capt. D. Starkey; 
Capt. (actg. Mfig.) W. Stothert (t.f.). 

C.B.E. (Military Division). 

Egypt —Maj. (Temp. Col.) A. G. Todd, d.s.o. 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) V. A. Bartrum (t.f.) ; Capt. (actg. 
Lt.-Col.) W. J. Dale ; Bt. Maj. G. E. Tillyard ; Maj. 
(temp. Lt-Col.) J. Kendall, Aust. a.v.c. 

Salonika —Maj. W. L. Harrison, f.r.c.v.s. (t.f.) ; Temp- 
Capt G. Moir. 


Most Honourable Order of the Bath. 

The King has been pleased to give directions for the 
following promotions in, and appointments to, the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, for valuable services 
rendered in connexion with military operations in 
Salonika (dated January 1,1919) 

C.B. (Military Division). 

Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) Fitzpatrick Eassie, c.m.g., d.s.o. 


Promotions and Other Rewards. 

War Office, Jan. 1. 

The King has been pelased to approve of the following 
rewards for distinguished service in connexion with 
Milirary Operations in Egypt (dated Jan. 1, 1919) 

The Military Cross. 

Egypt —Capt. G. C. Page, Aust. a.v.c., attd. 1st Sig. 
Sqdn., Aust. Engrs. 

To be Brevet Lieut.-Colonel. 

Salonika —Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) W. A. Jelbart. 

To be Brevet Major. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) C. A. Murray. 


Home Services. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing promotions in, and appointments to, the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, for services in connexion 
with the War (dated Jan. 1, 1919):— 

C.B. (Military Division). 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. '(s&tg. Lt.-Col.) Arthur Olver, 

C.M.O., F.R.O.V.8. 

Order of St. Michael and St. George. 
C.M.G. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col .(actg. Col.) Wm. Samuel Anthony; 
Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. John James Aitkin, d.s.o. ; 
Capt. and Bt. Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) Alfred Searle Head, 

F.R.C.V.S., R. of o. 


Order of the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing promotions in. and appointments to, the Most 
Excellent Order of tne British Empire, for valuable 
services rendered in connexion with the War 


M.B.E. (Military Division). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Capt. C. Budd ; Hon. temp. Lieut. G. 
Hetherington ; Temp. Qrmr. and Capt. R. Owen. 

Officers (Civil Division). 

Lieut.-Col. Francis Dillon Hunt, Ahmednagar, Bombay. 


Promotions and Other Rewards. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the follow¬ 
ing rewards for valuable services rendered in connexion 
with the War (dated Jan. 1, 1919:— 

To be Brevet Lieut.-Colonel—M aj. G. C. O. Fowler, 
Ret. pay (r.a.v.c.) 

To be Brevet Major— Capt. A. F. Castle, f.r.c.v.8. 
(t.f.); Capt. (temp. Maj.) J. Tagg (t.f.). 

To be Major— Qrmr. and Capt. T. E. Campey, m.b.e. 


The King has be pleased to give orders for the follow¬ 
ing appointments for valuable services rendered in con¬ 
nexion with Military Operations in North Russia (dated 
Jan 1, 1919) 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

North Russia —Temp. Capt. (actg. Maj.) F. Chambers. 


War Office, Jan. 6. 

In a dispatch received by the Secretary of State for 
War from Gen F. R., Earl of Cavan, k.p., k.c.b., m.v.o., 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Force in Italy, the 
following names of those officers whom he considered 
deserving of special mention were submitted:— 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) T. J. Faithfull; Maj/(temp. Lt.-Col.) 
H. S. Mosley, d.s.o. ; Capt. (actg. Maj.) W. Stothert 
(t.fJ ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) T. Bone, m.c. ; Temp. Capt. 
D. Starkey. 


Extracts from London Gazette % 

War Office, Whitehall, Jan. 3. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps- 

Maj. W. Jowett, S. Afr. Vety. Corps, to be temp. Maj. 
(Apl. 9,1918, seny. Dec. 1, 1914) (substituted for noti¬ 
fication in Gazette of Apl. 27 and May 30, 1918). 

Jan. 4. 

Maj. C. M. B. Harris, d.s.o., f.r.c.v.9., to be Lieut.-Col. 
(Dec. 15, 1915, but not to carry pay or allowances of 
that rank prior to July 1, 1917, unless holding temp, 
or actg. higher rank with pay and allowances). 

Jan. 6. 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. 
(Jan. 7), and retain rank of Capt.On account of ill- 
health—J W. Bennett, T. A. Hubandj W. Bugg; 
on account of ill-health contracted on active service— 
R. W. Glaister. 

Jan 7. 

To be temp. Lts.:—H. L. Dixon (Oct. 18, 1918); J. S. 

Shepherason (Oct. 24, 1918). 

The following temp. Lts. relinquish their commns. :— 
H. L. Dixon (Dec. 5. 1918.); J. S. Shepberdson (Dec. 
7, 1918). 

Jan. 8 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt.G. C. Lawrence (Dec. 14, 
1918). 


OBITUARY. 

Wm. Clatir Wilkinson, m.r.c.v.8., Hill Side House, 
Hemswell. Graduated, Lond: July, 1906’ 
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Successful Ballot at Belfast. 

A sum of about £1,000 has been raised for the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps Comforts Fund as a result of a 
ballot organised by Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, Veterinary 
Officer in charge of the Remount Department at 
Balmoral, Belfast ; and Mr. F. W. Brittain. These 
gentlemen not only promoted the ballot, but carried out 
the whole of the arrangements, and the success achieved 
isa striking tribute to the energy and thoroughness 
with which they performed their praiseworthy work. 
There were 25 prizes, the first being a thoroughbred 
mare, the second a fat bullock, the third a sheep, the 
fourth a pig, and the fifth two tons of house coal. The 
draw took place in the Imperial Picture House on the 
afternoon of December 20th. The counterfoils of the 
tickets which had been sold were placed in a large 
churn, and the winning numbers were drawn by the 
Honourable Mrs. Herbert Dixon. Amongst those pre¬ 
sent were the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress (Sir 
James and Lady Johnston). A telegram was received 
from Colonel R. H. Holmes, C.M.G., D.D.V.S., Dublin, 
expressing regret for his unavoidable absence. 

The Lord Mayor, speaking previous to the draw, said 
Mr. Johnston and Mr. Brittain had been indefatigable 
in bringing the claims of the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps under the notice of the public, and they were 
entitled to the utmost, praise for the efforts they had 
made to help the Comforts Fund. The officers and 
men of the Corprwould realise that they had net been 
forgotten by the people of Belfast, and they would 
certainly appreciate the very handsome contribution 
which the promoters of the ballot were able to make to 
the fund for providing them with comforts during the 
festive season. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. Ewing Johnston said the Royal Army Veter¬ 
inary Corps Comforts Fund had supplied large quantities 
of warm clothing, stationery, books, magazines, pipes, 
tobacco, cigarettes, and brushes to units serving in 
France, Eygpt, Salonica Mesopotamia, Gallipoli, Italy, 
Russia, and Servia. It had also provided two V.A.D. 
hospitals, working in connection with the veterinary 
and remount camps in France. Many of the senior 
officers had written to the honorary secretary testifying 
to the men’s appreciation of the gifts. The subscriptions 
from Belfast had only amounted to about £400, but the 
contribution of £1,000 from the ballot was tbe largest 
donation tbe fund had received from any source. The 


I thanks of the promoters were due to the dorUors of the 
I prizes, and especially to the members of the Dixon 
I famity, who were always in the forefront in any effort 
on behalf of war charities. Sir Thomas Dixon gave a 
handsome donation, the first prize was presented by 
Major Daniel Dixon, and through Captain Herbert 
' Dixon they had been able to defray all the incidental 
, expenses. (Applause.) Thanks was also due to those 
who had sold tickets, and to the directors of the 
Imperial Picture House for allowing them to hold their 
draw in their premises (Applause.) 

The draw was then made by Mrs. Dixon. It was 
decided that the first prize should go to the holder of 
the thirteenth ticket drawn, and the winner was Miss 
Thompson, Glastonbury Avenue, Belfast. I he second 

S rize went to Mr. E. Hetheringtoo, Upper Newtownarde 
Load, Belfast: and the third to Miss Macbeth, Carlisle 
Road, Londonderry. 

On behalf of the promoters and a few friends. Miss 
Einilie Johnston, daughter of Mr. J. E. Johnston, pre¬ 
sented Mrs. Dixon with a beautiful hunting refreshment 
case. 

The Honourable Mrs. Dixon, in reply, said she 
regarded it as a great privilege to have been entrusted 
with the responsibility of drawing the winning tickets. 
The men to whom comforts were to be sent by means 
of this fund had devoted their efforts to the alleviation 
of the suffering of army horses. Those animals had 
experienced the horrors of the war just as much as the 
men engaged in it, and she hoped the people who had 
failed to win prizes would remember that fact. 
(Applause.) 

Tne Lord Mayor said Mrs Dixon had endeared her¬ 
self to all of them by the work she had done during the 
war, and the same remark applied to every member of 
the Dixon family. They were ever ready to give their 
help in furthering any scheme for the benefit of our 
fighting men, and their generosity was unbounded. 
(Applause.) 

On the motion of Mr. J. M. Hatnill, seconded by Mr. 
J. A Jordan, a vote of thanks was accorded the Lord 
Mayor for presiding, and the proceedings then ter¬ 
minated.— The Belfast News-Letter. 

[Owing to pressure of other matter on our present 
limited space, the foregoing has unavoidably been held 
over.] 
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The Council Meeting. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy, and certainly the 
most pleasant incident at last week's Council meet¬ 
ing, was the presentation to the veteran Treasurer 
which commenced the proceedings. Such a compli¬ 
ment in the Council Chamber is a very exceptional 
event; but the services which evoked it are equally 
exceptional. Thirty-four years of hard and con¬ 
tinuous Council work have placed us under a debt 
which can never be repaid; but this little offering i 
was a graceful recognition of it. The President, in 
making the presentation, expressed himself very 
happily; and his words will be endorsed by the 
whole profession. 

The financial report was rather worse than usual, 
mainly from the few students presenting themselves 
at the Christmas examinations, partly from the in¬ 
evitable falling off of voluntary subscribing at the 
end of the year. We all know the one way of re¬ 
trieving the position before the April meeting, 

All members will wish well to the Mettam peti¬ 
tion, and some may be able to help it forward. 
The President especially asked Councilmen in a 
position to obtain influential signatures to do so; 
and not a fow outside members may find themselves 
able to do the same thing. Those who can should 
lose no time in communicating with the Secretary. 

* Some other subjects dealt with were important, 
hut none seem to require much comment at present. 
Some were briskly discussed ; but in almost, if not 
quite every instance the discussion was more or less 
superfluous. Still, those who read the roport care¬ 
fully will discover some points of interest. Veter¬ 
inary demobilisation is impossible at present; hut 
the progress already made with the schemes for the 
re settlement of veterinary surgeons in civil life and 
for financially assisting would-be veterinary students 
augurs well for the future prospects of the pro¬ 
fession. Our Bill is to be re introduced in Parlia¬ 
ment, and an attempt is to be made to get it 
adopted as a Government measure; and we all 
understand how much depends upon whether that 
can he accomplished. A little correspondence item 
regarding the supply of linseed oil will be cheerful 
reading to many practitioners, especially to the 
country men. Lastly, it is pleasant to congratulate 
President and Council on having, at the first meeting 
after the cessation of hostilities, secured an attend¬ 
ance large enough to act upon Registration Com¬ 
mittee reports. It was not done easily, but it was 
accomplished ; and we may hope that it marks the 
end of the most serious cause of complaint that tho 
profession has had against the Councils work 
during the war. 


! ACTINOMYCOSIS IN A MARE, TREATED 
WITH AUTO-VACCINO-THERAPY.— 
RECOVERY. 

By Wm. Scott, f.r.c.v.s. f.r.m.s., Bridgwater. 

Subject. A six-year-year-old light draught cart 
mare. 

History. On the 15th Feb., of this year, I was 
asked to prescribe for this patient, the owner com¬ 
plaining of her being “ tight in her coat.” A course of 
Arsenic, Ferri sulph. and Sodii chlor. was supplied. 
The mare becoming worse and losing in condition, 
1 was asked to see her on the 10th April, 

Symptoms. The patient walked very stiffly, drag¬ 
ging her hind legs, which were kept widely apart; 
when turned, the whole trunk appeared rigid, giving 
the animal the appearance of suffering frm tetanus. 
The left mamma was considerably swollen, hard, 
and fibrous to the touch, exoept at a point close to 
the base of the teat, which was fluctuating, suggest¬ 
ing the pointing of an abscess. The right mamma 
appeared perfectly normal. The functions of tbe 
panniculus carnosus were entirely obliterated, the 
skin was fixed and rigid, save in those areas cover¬ 
ing the upper two thirds of the neck, on the head, 
on the inter-maxillary space, on the lower and lateral 
areas of the abdomen save that of 12 or 15 inches 
in front of the mamma. Over the regions of the 
back, loins and chest the skin was absolutely fixed, 
in fact the animal felt as if she .might have been 
subcutaneously encased in a thick sheet of lead. 
Over the fore-arm and scapula, under the line of 
the trachea, and extending about 18 inches in front 
of the mamma along the abdomen, could be felt 
distinct cords with equi-distant nodules. If the 
hair was wetted with oil or water these areas could 
be soen to stand out prominently. There were no 
indications of suppuration or ulceration in these 
parts. It is reasonable, however, to anticipate that 
such developments would have taken place had the 
case been allowed to run its course. In any case a 
“ cold ” abscess had formed in the udder. 

Clinical diagnosis. A malignant neoplasm having 
its origin probably in tbe udder, from which exten¬ 
sion had taken place through the lymphatic net¬ 
work to the subcutaneous structures. 

My previous experience of a parallel case ooourred 
in the year 1910, which was treated on general lines 
with negative results and the animal had to be 
destroyed. No post-mortem examination was made 
and I did not suspect actinomycosis, nor did I in 
the case under discussion up to this point. 

Bacteriological diagnosis. (a) Microscopical.— 
The skin of the mamma covering the pointing 
abscess was scrubbed with lysol, dried with cotton- 
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wool, painted with iodised petrol, and lanced with 
a sterile lancet. About 50 c.o. of pus was evacuated, 
thelast few drops being collected in a sterile tube 
(marked No. 1) and plugged. A further collection 
was made by inserting a sterile curette and lightly 
scraping the abscess cavity wall. This was placed 
in another sterile tube (No. 2 ). 

The pus was very viscid and glairy. A drop from 
No. 1 tube was place on a clean slide, and another 
slide applied to it and pressed firmly, they were 
then parted, the smears fixed and stainod by Gram’s 
method and examined under the microscope. Save 
for the usual pus elements, minus bacteria, nothing 
positive was noted. A drop of pus from tube No. 2 , 
similarly treated, revealed in addition several star 
shaped colonies, the central portion consisting of 
principally a mass of cells densely packed, and 
radiating from this mass a network of entangled 
threads on the outer zone of which a* few well- 
defined club-shaped elements were noted. These 
were flask-shaped, the neck portion being joined to 
the thread. Several giant cells were also seen in 
this field. 

(b) Biological.—Nutrient agar (plain), Litmus 
agar, glycerine agar, and blood agar tubes were 
inoculated from the pus contained in tube No. 2, 
and incubated at 37° C. On the seventh day of 
incubation in the glycerine tube, small, pale, almost 
transparent, bead-like colonies were not^d. Three 
days later fully developed rich, white porcelain¬ 
looking colonies with slightly crenated edges had 
formed, giving the whole surface of the tube the 
appearance of a network of fin<%roses, such as is 
seen in old Valenciennes lace. These colonies had 
roots firmly embedded in the media, and if the surface 
was removed by a platinum loop, or even scraped 
with a fine sterile lancet fresh growths would 
rapidly recur; the cultures were pure throughout, 
and subsequent sub-cultures grew rapidly and easily 
on plain agar in 24 to 30 hours. From these I 
obtained my vaccines. With a sterile loop a remov¬ 
able portion of a colony was picked up, mixed with 
a drop of distilled water previously placed on a 
grease free slide, dried and stained : the following 
elements were noted. Somewhat dense tufts of 
mycelia, usually irregularly arranged, some, how¬ 
ever, showed a faint semblance to radiation, many 
of the threads were branched, and a few at their 
distal ends carried clubs. The threads took the 
aniline stains well. Numerous cocci-like elements 
were also seen in the field. 

Treatment, (a) General.—The animal was run¬ 
ning at grass, and was allowed to do so with the 
exception that she was brought indoors at night till 
late in the spring. The abscess cavity in the udder 
was irrigated three times with a solution of pro¬ 
flavine and sodium cit., and the following pre¬ 
scribed :— 

It Sodii citratis 

Sodii chloridi aa 5 j. 

M. Ft. pulv. mitte xii. 

Sig. !Pulv. Bis in d. 

(b) Special.—As soon as I was able to isolate 
what appeared to be the specific organism I de¬ 
cided to test the efficacy of vaccination, for which 


purpose this case, to my mind, lends itself most ad¬ 
mirably, for here we had a distinct and visible set 
of progressive pathological phenomena in evidence. 
As this was the first case of equine actinomycosis 
which I had treated by vaccination the degree 
of dosage was largely experimental, and I had to 
fall back on my observations made in the treatment 
of nine cases in cattle of lingual, parotideal, sub¬ 
lingual, buccal actinomycosis. In nearly all those 
cases the dose was standardised by weight. In this 
case I decided upon a numerical count. The cul¬ 
tures were scraped off the surface of the media with 
a small spoon-shaped curette, a small portion of 
the medium being removed in the process. This 
was allowed to macerate for a few hours in distilled 
water, being shaken at intervals. Ten or a dozen 
beads were then added and vigorous shaking 
applied, the object being to break down the my¬ 
celia in short segments, to permit counting in the 
usual way, t e., against the corpuscles obtained from 
one’s own blood. The following standard of doses 


was then administered every seven or nine days:— 

Day. 

Dosage (millions). 

Local reaction. 

1st 

750 sterile ) 

Small swelling disappears 

2nd 

1000 sterile I 

in 4 or 5 days. 

3rd 

1000 (v) attenuated 

Slight swelling. 

4 th 

*2000 (s) attenuated 

Same. 

5th 

3000 attenuated 

Same, somewhat painful. 

6th 

500 virulent 

•Considerable swell’g. hot, 
painful; abscess form’d 

7th 

750 

•Same. 

8th 

1000 

Swelling, no abscess. 

9th 

1500 

Same. 

10th 

1750 

Same. 

11th 

2000 

Very slight swelling, no 

abscess. 

12th 

2500 

Same. 


* * In the pus from abscesses developed after injections 
a few Mycelia were detected under the microscope, bu% 
I was unable to obtain cultures therefrom. 


On the second day after the sixth injection, in 
addition to the local, there was considerable general 
reaction. The animal was off feed, moved some¬ 
what stiffly, and the temperature was raised two 
degrees. This negative phase lasted about 36 hours. 
After the seventh and subsequent injections no fur¬ 
ther reactive general phenomena were noticed. 

Observations , At the outset the tenseness of the 
skin limited one’s opportunities of inserting the 
hypodermic needle to those areas in which the dis¬ 
ease had not spread and which have been previously 
mentioned. A fine hypodermic needle could be in¬ 
serted into the diseased subcutis with much diffi¬ 
culty, hut it was physically impossible to infiltrate 
even lc.c. of fluid, showing how intimately bound 
up the cutaneous and subcutaneous elements were. 
After the third injection the stiffness w T as consider¬ 
ably less, and the animal even attempted to trot. 
After the fifth injection the skin covering the ribs, 
shoulders, and the loins was beginning to relax, and 
one could discern in places slight panniculus car- 
nosus twitchings. The hypodermic needle eould 
now be inserted wherever one chose; the most 
extensively diseased areas were, from this date, 
selected as the seats for inoculation, and I was 
much struck with the fact that radiating from 
these inoculation centres, the diseased areas pro- 
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gressively disappeared, clearly proving the specific 
local reactive power of the antigen used. It is also 
interesting to note the powerful influence exerted 
by the virulent antigen over the almost non- 
virulent one when the quantum used was six of 
the latter to one of the former—even in a patient 
where by reason of the previous injections a certain 
degree of hyper-immunity had been reached, 

I may here add that our patients, especially the 
larger ones, lend themselves admirably to immuni¬ 
sation by active antigens as against sterile antigens 
in many chronic diseased conditions, with few ex¬ 
ceptions. The reason being, the reproductive pro¬ 
cesses going on in the active antigenetic elements 
phagocytosis becomes more forceful and prolonged. 

The patient was seen by me a few days ago, she 
had been put to work, and the only trace of the dis¬ 
ease was to be found in a slight corded swelling* 
extending under a third of the trachea, and a similar j 
swelling* about four inches long immediately under 
the skin at the posterior border of the infra-spinatus 
muscle on the left side. In every other area the 
infiltrate bad completely disappeared ; the subcutis 
had regained its normal consistence, the skin its 
elasticity, and locomotion became normal. 

The excellent responses obtained by auto-vaccin¬ 
ation in this case gives encouragement for future 
effort along those lines, particularly in those obsti¬ 
nate cases where the iodine treatment has failed to 
give results. There are several records in human 
pathology of the application of vaccine therapy, 
but in comparative pathology it appears to have 
been entirely ignored. I record this case as an 
incentive to others te adopt its tenets and publish 
their results, thereby adding to our fund of know¬ 
ledge in their treatment of this important disease. 

• * I look upon those two swellings as post-fibrous deposits 
rather than centres of future infection, for they appear to be 
isolated and encased. 


■Koval College of 
IDeterinarv Surgeons. 

QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Quarterly meeting of Council was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square. London, W.C., on Friday, 10th January. 

Mr. Frank W. Garnett. c.b.e., j.p., President, 
occupied the chair, and the following were present:— 
Maj. J. Ahsop, n.s o.; Messrs G. A. Banham, W. F. 
Barrett ; Maj. Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, d.s.o. ; Dr. O. C. 
Bradley ; Lt.-Col. J W. Brittlebank. c M.G.; Messrs. J. H. 
Carter, J C. Coleman ; Prof. S. H. Gaiger ; Mr. A. 
Lawson; Sir John M‘Fadyean; Messrs. J. McKinna,W.J. 
Mulvey, W. Packman, T. S. Price,; Prof. J. Share-Jones; 
Mr. S. H. Slocock ; Sir Stewart Stockman ; Messrs. H. 
Sumner, R. C. Trigger, S. Wharam ; Mr. Geo. Thatcher, 
Solicitor ; Mr. Fred Bullock, Secretary. 

Minute*. The minutes of the last meeting, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read, 
and confirmed. 

Presentation to Mr. W. J. Mulvey. 

The President : Gentlemen, before proceeding to the 
ordinary business of the Council I have a proposition to 
put before you, namely, that we record on our minutes 


the services of one of our members—Mr. W. J. Mulvey. 
(Hear, hear). He has been a member of this College for 
a longer consecutive period than anyone in the history 
of the College. He was first elected in 1885, and there 
are very many memorable landmarks connected with his 
long period of office. The very year in which he was 
elected saw the building of our present establishment, 
which in itself was one of the first landmarks in our 
history. Then he was one of those who took a very 
prominent part in regard to the Charter of 1876. He 
was elected President in the year 1892-3, which is also 
another very important landmark in the history of the 
College, because in that year we established the four 
years course instead of the three years course. I have 
not gone through all the records, but I have not the 
slightest doubt that Mr. Mulvey was one of the pioneers 
of that, because he had been a member of the Examina¬ 
tion Committee since 1887. He has been the Chairman 
of the Examination Cammittee with, I believe, but one 
single break since 1894 ;. He has been a member of the 
Finance Committee since 1887, and on the death of Mr. 
Wragg he was unanimously elected Treasurer, a position 
which he still holds, and holds, as you know, to the entire 
satisfaction of the whole profession. (Cheers), No words 
of mine can convey to Mr. Mulvey the value the Council 
and the profession attach to his services. Every one of 
the letters that have been received from the members 
of the Council in tegard to this token of appreciation to 
him, contain words as to the value of his services, not 
only to the Council, but to the profession throughout 
the country ; and I feel sure that 1 am voicing, not only 
the opinion of the Council but of the profession gener¬ 
ally, when I say that it is recognised by all that no one 
has rendered greater service to us than Mr. Mulvey. 
(Cheers). On your behalf I ask him to accpt this small 
token of appreciation, and to express the hope that he 
may be spared to give us his valuable services and wise 
counsels for many years to come. (Cheers). 

The President then presented to Mr. Mulvey the very 
handsome solid silver tea service, in the Queen Anne 
period, consisting of a tray, a teapot, sugar basin, and 
cream jug, all of which bore Mr. Mulvey’s monogram, 
while the tray bore the the following inscription:— 

“Presented to W. J. Mulvey, j.p., f.r.c.v.s., by mem¬ 
bers of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in appreciation of his services to the Counou 
and profession during the period of 34 years. January 
10th, 1919.” 

Mr. Mulvey, who was very heartily cheered on rising 
to respond, and who spoke under considerable emotion, 

said :— 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—It is very difficult for 
me to reply to the exceedingly eloquent words that you 
have used in regard to the small services that I may 
have been able to render to this Council and to the 
profession. Believe me that I appreciate them very 
highly. As you say, sir, I have been a member of the 
Council for a considerable number of years, and it has 
occurred to me from time to time that I ought, as has 
been suggested, to retire and make room for a younger 
man. (Loud cries of “ No, no”). But 1 feel young yet. 
(Cheers). It is not always a question of how long a man 
has lived, if he keeps his heart young and he feels that 
he is able and willing to carry out the duties that he has 
not only taken upon himself but which have been im¬ 
posed upon him. (Cheers). With me this work has 
always been a labour of love. From ray earliest days in 
the profession I have loved it, and I have done all in 
my power to promote its best interests. (Cheers). Look¬ 
ing round this room I regret to say there is not a single 
niember left with us who was here when I first entered 
it. When I first joined the Council our meetings were 
held at a house across the road, while these premises 



244 


THE VETERINARY RECORD January i8, 1919 


were being rebuilt. I was here in this room at the first 
meeting held in it, Mr. John Roalfe Cox then being 
President, and that meeting was followed by a lunch in 
this room. That is a few years ago. From time to time, 
by the good will of the profession, I have been elected, 
and I am still here. (Hear, hear). Really, I think I 
have still a little more work left in me, and until I am 
turned out I am going to stay. (Laughter and cheers). 
For this very handsome present 1 return you my sincere 
and hearty tb&nkB. Believe me, I appreciate it, and 
shall do in the fature. (Cheers). 

Apologies for absence. The Secretary announced 
that apologies, regretting their inability to attend the 
meeting, had been received from Mr. Clarkson, Mr. John 
Dunstan, Maj. Gofton, Mr. P. J. Howard, and Maj. John 
Thomson. 

Obituary. The Secretary read the obituary list. 

Admissions to membership. The Secretary announced 
that since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
had been admitted to membership 


London — 

Mr. H. W. Brekke 
I. R. R. Coleman 
L. N. Devenish 
C. P. King 
H. Thornton 

Liverpool — 

Mr. H. Salusbury 
A. Williams 


Glasgow — 

Mr. C. Macpherson 

Dublin 

Mr. M. A. O’Connor 
J. J. O’Donovan 
M. G. West 
W. White 


CotTesftondcnce. The Secretary announced that the 
only correspondence received was a card containing best 
wishes from Frederick Hobday, No. 22 Veterinary Hos¬ 
pital, B.E.F., Italy, Christmas, 1918. 


Finance Committee. 

Mr. Lawson read the report of a meeting held on 
January 10th :— 

The Treasurer submitted his financial .statement for 
the quarter, showing a balance in hand of £'392 15s. -id. 
and liabilities amounting to £592 18s. 9d. 

It was resolved : That the Treasurer’s statement be 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay cheques for 
monthly salaries, petty cash, electric light, Fidelity In¬ 
surance, and subscriptions for foreign journals, required 
during the ensuing quarter. 

The President reported that during the Secretary’s 
illness a large amount of extra work had been imposed 
upon Miss Blake. 

It was resolved : That a bonus of £5 be paid to Miss 
Blake, and that she be thanked for her extra services. 

An application was received from Mr. W. A. Benham, 
who had been in the army since May, 1917, for re-engage¬ 
ment on demobilisation. 

It was resolved to recommend : That Mr. Benham be 
informed that the Committee is prepared to re-engage 
him at a salary £120 per annum. 

Mr. Trigger : I move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Price : I second that. 

The President : Probably the Treasurer has some¬ 
thing to say on the report of the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Mulvey : I am afraid, sir, it is only the old tale, 
that the balance is on the wrong side. If it bad not 
been for the fact that we were able to draw £200 from 
the deposit account I do not know how we should have 
got on. As you will notice, our deficit is very large this 
time. The number of students has been so small, and 
the expenses do not get any less. The only thing I can 
do is to entreat the members of the profession to keep 
up their subscriptions, and to ask those who have not 
already snbscribed to make up their minds to do so. 
(Hear, hear). 

The resolution of the adoption of the report was then 
carried unanimously. 


Registration Committee. 

The Secretary read the minutes of a meeting held 
on 9th January, from which it appeared that 15 cases 
were considered by the Committee. In the case of 
J. Akehurst, non-member, the Solicitor reported that 
a conviction had been obtained, and a fine of £5 and 
costs imposed. 

Two cases were ordered to be struck out; it was re¬ 
solved in one instance that there was no case ; it was 
resolved in two cases that prosecutions should be insti¬ 
tuted, and also in another case, subject to the Solicitor 
obtaining satisfactory evidence ; in another case he was 
instructed to send a notice of warning ; two cases were 
ordered to stand over for further enquiry ; and the 
Solicitor reported that the prosecution instituted against 
H Smith, non-member, had been dismissed. One other 
case was withdrawn by the complainant. 

A member was charged with drunkenness on active 
service, and conduct to the prejudice of good order and 
military discipline when in His Majesty’s service, and 
was convicted thereof at a General Court-Martial and 
cashiered. He appeared before the Committee, accom¬ 
panied by his legal advisers. The College Solicitor put 
in a certified precis of the charge and conviction before 
the Court-Martial, and also read the evidence before the 
Court-Martial as contained in a certified copy of the 
proceedings, in which Capt. Crosbie said he had known 
this member for a number of years ; that he had a high 
reputation as a veterinary surgeon, and that he had 
never known him to be drunk nor heard of his being 
drunk before the occasion in question. The sentence 
that he be cashiered was confirmed by Field Marshal 
Haig. The member gave evidence before the Committee 
and denied drunkenness. Dr. Blair said that the man 
was in bad health, suffering from palpitation. He tried 
to get him to go to hospital or a rest camp without suc¬ 
cess. Mr. O’Malley, Counsel, addressed the Committee 
on behalf of the member. 

It was resolved : That the Committee find the charges 
proved. 

Application for Restoration. An application was re¬ 
ceived from Mr. A. E. Webber for the restoration of his 
name to the Kegisier, it having been removed by the 
Registrar under Section 5 Sub-section 4 of the Act. It 
was resolved : That the Registrar be authorised to re¬ 
store the name of Mr. A. E. Webber to the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Trigger : I move the reception and adoption of 
the report. 

Mr. McKinna : I second that. 

Mr. Lawson moved, Mr. Packman seconded, and it 
was resolved : That the Seal of the College be attached 
to the prosecutions recommended in the report. 

The President : There is not a quorum of members 
present yet, so that we must defer till a later period of 
of the meeting the question of whether or not the names 
of the two members shall be erased from the Register. 

Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee. 

Dr. Bradley read the report of a meeting held on 
January 9lh, 1919, and moved its reception and 
adoption:— 

Mettnm Appeal. The sub-committee appointed to 
consider this matter met on December 6 th, when the 
solicitor submitted a draft of a petition to the First 
Commissioner of His Majesty’s Treasury, praying for 
the grant of a Civil List Pension to the widow of the 
late Professor Mettam. The draft petition was settled 
as amended, and the Solicitor was instructed to have 
prints prepared in time for the next meeting of Council. 

The Solicitor submitted prints of the appeal, which 
had been circulated. 
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It was resolved to recommend the following resolution 
be included in the Petition. 

“That in the opinion of this Council the late Professor 
Mettam, by the arduous devotion of his life to teaching 
and research in connection with Veterinary Science, 
rendered great service to the nation, and especially to 
the interests of agriculture ; that owing to his death at 
a comparatively early age, and the inadequacy of the 
salary attached to the appointments which he held, his 
widow and family have been left in straitened circum¬ 
stances ; and that the Council should therefore support 
by every means in their power a petition to H.M. 
Treasury for a pension to be granted to Mrs. Mettam.” 
Lt. Col. Brittlebank seconded the motion. 

The President : With regard to the petition for a 
civil pension for Mrs. Mettam, I hope every member of 
Council will take as many copies as he can and get them 
signed by as large a number of influential people as 
possible in their respective districts, particularly people 
who have influence in Government quarters—Lord 
Derby, for instance, if somebody could put his signa¬ 
ture, and the heads of Universities, and members of 
Parliament who are in touch with the Prime Minister. 
These will have a very great effect, and it is hoped that 
the petition which is being lodged and is being, repeated 
by the Irish Department of Agriculture will, with this 
backing, be successful. We want, to make the backing 
as strong as possible. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was then 
put, and t arried unanimously. 

Production and Distribution of Milk. The Secretary 
submitted a copy of the Third Interim Report of the 
Committee on the Production and Distribution of Milk, 
together with forms issued by the Local Government 
Board giving conditions for licenses for the purchase 
and sale of milk of special quality. 

It was resolved to recommend that a Special sub¬ 
committee he appointed, consisting of Dr. Bradley, Lt. 
Col. Brittlebank, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Mr. T. S. Price, 
and Mr. S. H. Slocock, to consider this question and to 
report to the next meeting. 

Linsesd Oil. A letter was received from the Linseed 
Oil Consumers Association, stating that it was not now 
necessary to proceed with the scheme for the distribu¬ 
tion of Linseed Oil reported at the previous meeting of 
the Committee. 

Examination Committee. 

Mr. Mim.yey read the reports of meetings held on 
12th December, 1918, and 9th January, 1919 :— 

Assistance to Veterinary Student*. The following 
letter was received from the Board of Agriculture :— 

1.5562/1918. 9th December, 1918. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 3rd 
December, I am directed by the President of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to enquire whether 
the Council of the Koyal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons can estimate what proportion of the sum of 
£7,500 suggested for scholarships for students whose 
studies have been interrupted, would be required for 
scholarships to be held by such students at Colleges 
in England. 

2 I am further to enquire whether the College 
can form any estimate of the number of discharged 
officers and men who would wish to enter the veterinary 
profession, but whose means are insufficient to enable 
to undertake the course required for qualification ; and 
-of the number of such students for whom accommoda¬ 
tion and instruction can be provided at the existing 
veterinary colleges in England during the next four 
years. Mr. Prothero presumes that in the view of the 
College ihe demand for qualified practitioners in the 
veterinary profession is likely to be such that at the 
end of their course of training discharged officers and 


men would find no difficulty in making a reasonable 

livelihood.—I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

H. E. Dale. 

It was resolved that a reply be sent t a the following 

effect :— 

(1.) The total number of students whose studies have 
been interrupted by military service is 178 of whom 82 
were studying in England, 72 in Scotland, 24 in Ireland-. 
It is recommended that the sum of £7,500 be allotted 
to the three countries in a proportion corresponding 
with these figures. 

(2.) The committee is unable to estimate with any 
pretence to accuracy what number of discharged officers 
and men may wish to enter the profession, but the in¬ 
formation of the committee is to the effect that a con¬ 
siderable number of applications have recently been 
addressed to the different veterinary schools by officers 
and men requesting information as to the conditions 
under which they can qualify as Veterinary Surgeons. 

The number of such students for whom accommoda¬ 
tion and instruction can be provided would depend upon 
the number of new students other than discharged 
officers and men. It is calculated however that accom¬ 
modation could be found at the four Colleges in Great 
Britain for at least 100 discharged officers and men per 
annum during the next four years, in addition to the 
number of students included in paragraph 1. 

So far as the Committee is able to estimate the pros¬ 
pects of veterinary graduates in the near future, it has 
no hesitation in saying the prospects are likely to he 
excellent.. There is no doubt whatever that they will 
without difficulty he able to make a good livelihood. 

ISsuinytion of Studies by Demobilised Students. A 
letter 5 12/1918 from the Ministry of Labour, Appoint¬ 
ments Department, was communicated by Prof. Gaiger, 
in which the question was raised as to the possibility of 
making arrangements whereby demobilised students 
should lose the minimum of time in resuming their 
studies. 

It was resolved that the matter be deferred pending 
the receipt of a direct communication on the matter 
from the Ministry addressed to the Council. 

Applications for Exemption from Preliminary 
Examinations. 

J. R. Pope. A Lieutenant in the army who enlisted 
at 16 years of age, recently invalided after three years 
service A recornendation from the Head Master of 
St. Paul’s School was submitted. 

It was resolved that Lieut. J. R. Pope be exempted 
from the Preliminary Educational Examination. 

J. Jackson, o.t.c. An application for exemption 
from completing his preliminary educational certificate. 

lt was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 

G A. Bell. Application, accompanied by testimo¬ 
nials from the Head Master of Boroughmuir School, 
Edinburgh, and the Rev. R. G. Strang, of the Edinburgh 
School. 

It was resolved that Lieut. G. A. Bell’s certificate be 
accepted as qualifying him in respect of general educa¬ 
tion to enter a veterinary college. 

W. Maitland. Private in the array since 1914, 
accompanied by certificate. 

It was resolved that the application benotacceded to. 

N. Dodson. Sergeant r.a.M.c. Application accom¬ 
panied by testimonials. 

It was resolved that Mr. Dobson be exempted from 
the Preliminary Educational Evamination. 

P. J. Neenan. Bailiff to the Besford Court Farm 
Colony. 

It was resolved that as the applicant has not served 
in one ot H.M. Forces, application cannot be acceded to. 

D. Tklfek. Discharged soldier. Application to be 
allowed to take his preliminary educational examination 
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at any time before taking the first professional ex¬ 
amination. 

It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 
Applications from the following were deferred for 
furtner information :— 

C. B. F. Parkinson. J. A. Craft. H. F. Hoffmann. 

Exemptions prom the First Professional 
Examination. 

T. J. Richardson. Rejected in Anatomy only at 
Class A Examination, July 1917. Served with forces 
since that date. 

It was resolved that Mr. T. J. Richardson be allowed 
to proceed to the second years course on the understand¬ 
ing that he will be required to take whole subject of 
anatomy at the Class B examination. 

T. W. M. Cameron, Capt. ila.f. In army since 
August 1914. Application for exemption from Class A 
examination. Second year Medical and Science Stu¬ 
dent. Certificates in Chemistry, Nat. Philosophy, 
Zoology, Mathematics. 

It was resolved that Mr. Cameron be informed that, 
under exisisting Bye laws his request cannot be acceded 
to; but an alteration of Bye law is comtemplated which 
would render him eligible for exemption from the Class 
A examination. 

C. Macaulay, Sergeant. M. A. Glasgow. First year 
B. Sc. Course. No examinations taken. 

It was resolved that Mr. Macaulay be exempted from 
the first professional examination provided he passes 
the qualifying examinations in the subjects required by 
Byelaw 62a. 

Demobilisation of Veterinary Surgeons. A letter 
5/12/1918 was received from the Board of Agriculture 
asking to be informed of the steps taken by the College 
to secure the demobilisation of Veterinary Surgeons at 
an early date. 

It was resolved to recommend that a special Sub-Com¬ 
mittee consisting of the Chairman of the Examination 
Committee and the President be appointed to deal with 
applications for priority of demobilisation of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

The following resolution was received from the Royal 
Counties V.M.A :— 

“ That the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association agree that a resolution should be for¬ 
warded to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
urging upon them the advisability of keepings Regis¬ 
ter of practices for sale, assistants wanting occupations 
and also vacancies for assistants whereby those mem¬ 
bers returning to civil life from the army may have 
the opportunity of being placed in suitable employ¬ 
ment, and that a small chsrge be made to cover 
expenses.” 

It was resolved that the Secretary be authorised to 
announce in the Veterinary Press that during the period 
of demobilisation he will be willing to receive informa¬ 
tion from—Members of the profession who require 
qualified assistants. Members who desire appointments 
M assistants. Members who wish to dispose of, or to 
purchase a practice. Members requiring partners, and 
those seeking partnership. 

9th January, 1919. 

Reports on December Examinations. The Secretary 
submitted reports from the Chairmen of the Board of 
Examiners and local Secretaries on the December 
examinations. 

The Secretary reported that the following special ap¬ 
pointments of Examiners bad been made :— 

Class A .— Biology. Capt. B. Butler was appointed 
Examiner in Zoology in Dublin, and Mr. R. W. H. Row, 
B.8C., in London, in place of Mr. Ainsworth Davis. 

Class B —Histology . Dr. P. Lamb was appointed in 
place of Sir W. Henry Thompson. 


Class C.—Pathology. Dr. Bulloch was appointed in 
London, in place of Dr. McWeeney, who was unable to 
travel to London. 

Class D.—Surgery. Mr. J. Malcolm was appointed 
to examine in place Major W. S. Mulvey, unable to act 
on account of illness. 

It was resolved : That the appointments be approved. 
That the usual letter of thanks be addressed to those 
persons and institutions who have assisted in the conduct 
of the examinations. 

Educational Certificates numbered 1722 to 1732 were 
submitted and approved. 

Applications for exemption from Preliminary Educa¬ 
tional Examination were received from the following 
ex service officers and men, in each case accompanied by 
school certificates:— 

1733. Bretherton, R., Lt. r.o.a. 

1734. Peirron, W., Private r.a.m.c. 

1735. Craft, J. A., Flight Cadet, qualified for 

Commission. 

1737. Langford, E. O., Sergt. r.a.v.c. 

1738. McEwen, A. D., Lt. r.f.a. 

1739. Parkinron, C. B. E., Lt. r.f.a 

1740. Welsh, W. C, Lt. r.f.a. 

1743. Walpole, b.o.e., Lt. r.f.a. (subject to the 

production of a school certificate to be 

approved by the Secretary). 

1744. Armstrong, H. J., (Certificate approved 

jrro tanto , 8th April, 1918). 

1745. Humphries, H. D., Lt. R.A.F. 

1746. Weston, —., Coll, of Preceptors Certificates. 

It was resolved : That the applications be acceded to. 

Exemption from part of A examination. Applica¬ 
tions were received from Lt. D. Coady and Lt. T. Treacy 
for exemption from the first professional examination in 
addition to the preliminary educational examination. 
Certificates were submitted as to examinations passed in 
Chemistry and Physics and Biology. 

It was'resolved : That the applications be acceded to 
on condition that the candidates take the whole subject 
of Anatomy at the second year’s examination. 

Special cases. Application was received from a Class 
A student rejected in Zoology at the December examin¬ 
ation, for permission to pass to Class B, and to sit for 
Biology alone in July, 1919. 

It was resolved : That the application be not acceded 
to. 

An application was received from a Class B student 
reiected for the third time at the December examination, 
1918, for permission to pass to Class C, and to take 
Stable Management with the Class C examination. 

It was resolved : That the application be not acceded 
to. 

An application from a Class C student, rejected for 
the fifth time, at the December examination, 1918, for 
permission to be excused the subject of Pathology at the 
examination in July, 1919. 

It was resolved : That the application be not acceded 
to. 

An application was received from a Class B student, 
who was prevented by illness from taking his examina¬ 
tion after the completion of a session, for permission to 
transfer to another College and to take the Class B 
examination in July, 1919. 

It was resolved : That the application be acceded to. 

A. B. Kerr, Class B Student, failed in Anatomy, July, 
1914. Applies to be allowed, after demobilisation, to 
proceed to Class C, subject to passing in Anatomy, 
Class B, before proceeding to the Class C examination. 

It was resolved : That the application be acceded to. 

A. Alexander, Lt. b a.f., Class B student, now de¬ 
mobilised. Applies to be allowed to sit for Class B ex¬ 
amination in July, 1919. 
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It was resolved : That the application be acceded to. 

R. E. Glover, Lt. r.f.a., Class B student, now demobil¬ 
ised. Similar application. 

It was resolved : That the application be acceded to. 

R. Smith, Class B student. No military service. Now 
resuming studies. Similar application. 

it was resolved : That the application be not acceded 
to. 

R. O. B. Walpole, Lt. r.f.a. Medical student. Applies 
(a) to be allowed to sit for Class A examination in July, 
1919; (b) Alternatively, to be exempt from the first 
year's course if successful in passing the first Medical 
examination. 

It was resolved : That application (a) be agreed to ; 
That (b) be agreed on the understanding that the whole 
subject of Anatomy be taken at the Class. B examination. 

Scholarships for Veterinary Students. 

The President reported that the following letter had 
been addressed to the Board of Agriculture. 

15562/1918. 2lst December, 1918. 

Sir,—In further reference to your letter of the 9th 
instant, I am directed by the President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to lay before you the 
following recommendations as to the award of Scholar¬ 
ships to ex service candidates who may desire to begin 
or resume Veterinary training, but whose means are in¬ 
sufficient for them to do so :— 

That an Advisory Committee be appointed, to consist 
of: One representative of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries ; One representative of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland ; One 
representative of the Scottish Board of Agriculture; 
Five members of the Council of the Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons, not connected with the Schools: 
and & Chairman to be nominated by the Ministry of 
Labour. 

That the awards should be made on the recommenda¬ 
tion of this Committee, if possible without the definite 
allocation of any particular sum to each of the three 
countries. 

It is estimated that 125 ex-service officers and men, in 
addition to those who are already registered as Veter¬ 
inary Students, could be accommodated at the five 
teaching schools. Assuming that 60 such students were 
in need of financial assistance to an average amount of 
£50 per annum for four years, the total sum required 
for Scholarships would be £12,000.—Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Fred Bullock, Secretary. 
(H. E. Dale, Esq., 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries). 

A letter was received from the Controller General 
Demobilisation and Re-settlement, stating that a Dis¬ 
trict Selective Committee was being established at the 
Headquarters Office in each District Directorate of the 
Appointments Department of the Ministry of Labour, 
with the power to set up such Boards as may be neces¬ 
sary for interviewing and advising Candidates and for 
recommending maintenance and training grants. To 
insure that the interests of the Veterinary Profession are 
adequately represented, the Council is asked to nominate 
eleven members of the Profession, one for each Home 
District, to serve on these Committees. 

It was resolved to recommend : That the following be 
nominated to serve on the respective Committees 

Headqtrs. 

1 . Perth W. Brown, m.r.c.v.s. 

Reserve —G. Howie, m.r.c.v.s. 

2. Edinburgh Dr. O. C. Bradley, m.r.c.v.8. 

3. Manchester H. Sumner, m.r.c.v.s. 

4. Cardiff Dr. J. Share-Jones, f.r.c.v.s. 

5. Leeds J. McKinna, f.r.c.v.b. 


6. Nottingham C. Taylor, m.r.c.v.8. 

Reserve —Trevor Spencer, m.r.c.v.8. 

7. Birmingham J. Malcolm, f.r.c.v.s. 

Reserve — H. J. Dawes, f.r.c.v.s. 

8. Exeter J. Dunstan, m.r.c.v.8. 

Reserve —W. H. Bloye, f.r.c.v.s, 

9. Cambridge G. A. Banham, F.R.c.v.8. 

10. London Sir John M‘Fadyean, m.r.c.v.8. 

11. Dublin Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a., m.r.c v.s. 

Reserve —P. J. Howard, F.R.c.v.8. 

Demobilisation. The President reported that the 
Board of Agriculture were prepared to submit a claim 
for the immediate release of 100 Veterinary Surgeons 
over 41 years of age and required for urgent purposes. 
A list was therefore being prepared in the office of the 
names of Veterinary Surgeons for whose release urgent 
applications had been received, and in due course this 
would be forwarded to the Board at 72 Victoria Street, 
S.W.l. The President added that since this information 
had been supplied to him a public announcement had 
been made by the Army Council that Officers of the 
R.A.V.C. could not at present be released. 

It was resolved that Sir J. M‘Fadyean and Mr. S. H. 
Slocock be added to the Sub Committee to deal with 
questions of demobilisation. 

Recognition of Irish Welsh and Gaelic. Communica- 
cations were submitted from the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, and 
from the General Medical Council with regard to the 
recognition of Irish, Welsh, and Gaelic as approved 
modern languages for the purpose of preliminary educa¬ 
tional certificates. 

It was resolved to recommend that Paragraph VI 
Sub-Paragraph IV of the Minutes of the Committee on 
the 4th October 1917, be rescinded. 

Educational Certificates Nos. 1748-1766, submitted 
from the Dublin College were approved. 

Appointment of Examiners. The Secretary was 
instructed to advertise the Appointment of Examiners 
for one year to be made at the next meeting of Council. 

An Application was received from the War Office for 
the recognition of the Special Army Certificate as 
qualifying for admission to a Veterinary College. 

It was resolved that the Army Educational Certificate 
be recognised, subject to the Committee’s approval of 
the optional subjects taken. 

Award of Prizes. The Solicitor reported that as 
instructed he had communicated with the Privy Council 
with regard to the possibility of varying the Trusts of 
the FitzWygram, Walley, and Williams prizes, in order 
that the award of these prizes might be withheld during 
the period of the war. The Privy Council had expressed 
the view that it was undesirable to seek any such 
powers at the present time. 

Major Gen. Blenkinsop : I rise to ask who dele¬ 
gated to the Examination Committee the question of 
the demobilisation of officers? What that has to do 
with the Examination Committee I fail to see. 

Ihe President : I can explain that very easily. At 
the July Council the whole question of demobilisation 
was discussed. It arose on the question of scholarships, 
and has the question has developsd it is eminently one 
for the Examination Committee far more than any other 
Committee that we have. It has to deal with the 
training of these meD, both students in the colleges. 

Major Gen. Blenkinsop : I am afraid, sir, you have 
mistaken my question. 

The President : Excuse me, General, I am making 
my explanation, if you do not mind. The question was 
specially delegated by this Council to the Examination 
Committee, and so it has continued. 

Mr. Mulvey : You allude, I presume, to the state¬ 
ment made in the Report. 
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Major Gen. Blenkinsop : I allude to qualified men 
who have passed examinations. I maintain they have 
nothing whatever to do with the Examination Com¬ 
mittee. What was before the Council, as far as I 
remember, was the question of scholarships and assist¬ 
ance to be given to students and men who wished to 
come into the profession. 1 do n >t know if I am right 
or if I am in order, but I would like that to be verified. 

The President : I have given my decision. Every¬ 
thing is quite in order with regard to what was referred 
to the Examination Committee on the authority of the. 
Council last July. The report is now open to genera 1 
discussion. You will see that there has been a tremen¬ 
dous amount of work done. It involves the granting of 
all the facilities we can to the men who have served in 
the army, not only to students but to officers who now 
wish to join the profession. 

Mr. Trigger : I move the adoption of the reports. 

Major Abson I second that. 

Mr. Barrett : There is one word I would like to say 
with regard to the very leugthy reports that have just 
been read. One appreciates that the work has been 
very considerable and very extensive, but I hope that 
very great care has been shown in the excusing of these 

entlemen from their various examinations. I should 

ave thought it would havebeeu wiser and safer perhaps 
to have insisted that whatever certificates a man might 
possess, provided they are not pass certificates, it would 
have been better to submit this man to some exam¬ 
ination, as lenient as you please. I am not on the 
Examination Committee, nor was I here yesterday, but 
I understand that several of these students have been 
excused from the preliminary examinations, more partic¬ 
ularly upon the advice of their headmasters and so 
forth. I can only hope that the Examination Commit¬ 
tee has acted with very great care and with wise dis¬ 
cretion, because it opens up a very big field. For many 
years we have been maintaining that the preliminary 
examinations should, if anything, be enhanced in value, 
and while I do not say that, the Examination Committee 
is wrong in admitting all these men, I think it raises a 
very serious question. No doubt these are exceptional 
times, but I should have thought myself it would have 
been wiser, better, and safer to have said : “ Whatever 
certificates you present to us, we will submit you to 
some test in order that we may ascertain at any rate 
that you possess the rudiments of education.” 

Mr. Mulvey : I may inform Mr. Barrett that the 
whole of the cases dealt with comprise those men who 
have served their country overseas, and it is in those 
cases onlv that any exemptions from preliminary exam¬ 
inations have been given. In every case all the particu¬ 
lars were investigated. They had to produce evidence 
of having received a liberal education. When that was 
so, and the Committee were satisfied that the evidence 
was sufficient for them, they granted exemption as set 
forth in the report of the Committee. 

Sir John MvFadyean : It is very easy, 1 think, for 
the profession outside this Council to acquire absolutely 
erroneous notions as to what is transacted here as a 
result of a discussion which amounts, on occasion, 
merely to a question and an answer, and it is in order 
to prevent any chance of misapprehension with regard 
to the matter which has just been raised that I now 
wish to say a few words. I do not know whether Mr 
Barrett was aware, when he rose to make his remarks, 
that all the concessions to which he took exception 
applied to men who, as the Chairman of the Committee 
has just said, had been serving their country. Most of 
them, as a matter of fact, had been serving for four or 
three years • many of them had been wounded or 
invalided. Does Mr. Barrett suggest that in the case of 
these who were on the point of presenting themselves 
for a preliminary examination in 1914, and who patriot¬ 


ically joined His Majesty’s forces, that we should now 
if, on the evidence submitted to us, we are satisfied that 
the men in question had receive ! a fairly good general 
education, nevertheless insist upon them passing the 
examination prescribed by us ? We leave the profession 
outside to judge. I want it to be put beyond the possi¬ 
bility of misunderstanding that the Council is making 
no concession with regard to preliminary education 
except in the cases of men who have been arduously 
serving their country. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution for the adoption of the reports of the 
Examination Committee was then put and carried 
unanimously. 

Registration Committee. 

There is now a quorum present, and it is possible for 
us to deal with the cases that have come before the 
Rsgistration Committee. First of all I will ask Mr. 
Bullock to read the resolution which was adopted by 
the Council at its October meeting. 

The Secretary : The following is section 3 of the 
report of the Registration Committee on October 3rd, 
1918 : “Mr. O. N. Tomlinson, member of College, was 
summoned to appear on a charge of conduct disgraceful 
in a professional respect, namely, drunkenness when in 
H.M. Service, and that he was convicted of drunkenness 
by a general Court Martial, and in consequence dis¬ 
missed the service. The Solicitor stated that Mr. 
Tomlinson had written that he did not intend to enter 
any defence or to attend the meeting. The Solicitor 
read the official record of the Court Martial held 3rd 
April, 1917, from which it appeared that he was charged 
with (1) Drunkenness, (2) Drunkennness, (3) An act to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline, and 
pleaded guilty to (1) and (2), but not guilty to (3). The 
fiuding was not guilty to (3), and the sentence to be 
dismissed from H.M. Service. The Committee find the 
charges proved.” 

The President : That report was passed at the last 
Council meeting in October, and consequent on it I now 
move “ That the name of Mr. George N. Tomlinson be 
removed from the register of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was then 
put and declared by the President to be carried. 

The President : You have adopted the minutes of 
the meeting of the Registration Committee held yester¬ 
day, and consequent on that I now move: “That the 
name of a member in question be removed from the 
register of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Mr. Trigger : I beg to second that. 

The President : The motion is carried, ID voting for 
and 2 against. 

The Secretary : The Charter says: “ It shall be 
lawful for any meeting of the Council, at which not less 
than two-thirds of'the members shall be present, and 
with the consent of three-fourths of the members so 
present, but not otherwise, to remove the name of any 
member from the Register of Members of the College.” 
Twenty-two members of Council are present, so that 
17 must vote for the motion, otherwise it is not three- 
fourths of the members present. 

Mr. Thatciiek : The words are very clear. Three- 
fourths of the members present must vote in favour of 
the resolution. 

A Member : I think the vote should be taken again 
because there seems to be some doubt about it. I think 
some hands that were held up were not seen. 

The President : I will take the vote again. Those 
in favour of the resolution, that, the name be removed 
from the register of Veterinary Surgeons, please signify. 

The resolution was then put, when 15 members voted 
for and 4 against. 

The President : The resolution is not carried. 
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Prof. Gaiger : Are we to take this vote without any 
discussion on the matter 1 Some of the members here 
to-day were not present at the meeting of the Registra¬ 
tion Committee, aud did not hear the case at all. 

The President : That is their fault; we cannot drag 
them here. 

Prof. Gaiger : I do not see how they can vote if they 
were not present at the meeting of the Registration 
Committee. 

The Solicitor . If you will look at the Act you will 
see that the Council proceeds upon the report of the 
Committee, and that report has been presented. 

Prof. Gaiger : But the report did not suggest that 
his name should be taken off: it merely reported that 
they found the charges proved. 

The Solicitor : They have no power to do so. 

The President : The Committee cannot do that. It 
is only the Council that can do that. The Committee 
found the charges proved. 

I have now to move that the name of Mr. A. E. 
Webber be restored to the register of Veterinary 
Surgeons 

Mr. McKinna seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Sir John M'Fadykan : May I add a word about the 
report of the Registration Committee before we proceed 
to the next business ? I should like to call the attention 
of the Council to the enormous importance as a pre¬ 
cedent of what has just happened. The name of one 
member convicted of conduct disgraceful in a profess 
ional respect has been struck off the roll, and the name 
of another member convicted of what, on the face of it, 
was a more severe crime, has not been struck off. I do 
not know w’hat the other members of the Council may 
feel, but my feeling now is that the Council has ceased 
to recognise drunkenness on duty as a crime, and that 
we can never in future strike members off the roll for 
that offence. I do not want to review the case, but I 
think the gravity of what has just happened ought to be 
pointed out. 

Major-General Blenkinsop : With regard to what 
Sir John M’Fadyean has just said, I would like to make 
this explanation with regard to the two cases which are 
before you. 

The President : I do not think you can go into that. 
If you like to say something about the action of the 
Council, well and good. 

Major-General Blknkinsop : It is in connection with 
the action that has taken place at this meeting that I 
desire to make a few remarks. Sir John M’Fadyean 
lias been allowed to make a statement on the very point 
on which I wish to make a statement. If there is any 
difference between us, and if you will not allow 7 me to 
make a statement, I will sit down. 

The President ; Yes, I will allow you to make a 
statement on that point, on the action of the Council, 
but not to review the case. 

Major-General Blenkinsop : I was not reviewing 
the case. The whole point is this. In these two cases 

you have one that is a very serious case- 

Mr. Barrett : I rise to a point of order. I submit 
that the whole of this discussion is irregular and ought 
not to be permitted. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I think I am in order in 
moving that the names of the voters one way or the 
other be recorded. 

Mr. Trigger : I second that. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I suggest that that cannot be done. 
The President : I think this is irregular. I decide 
in favour of Mr. Barrett’s point of order, and accord 
ingly we will proceed to the next business. 

Annual Fee Committee. 

Sir John M’Fadyean read the following reports of 
the Annual Fee Committee, held on December 5th, 1918 
and the 9th of January, 1919. 1 


December 6th, 1918. 
It was resolved that Sir J. MT'adyean be appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

P.*S. Art Amendment lull. The Amendment Bill 
was considered and the following alterations were 
approved :— 

I ke fourth clause of the preamble to stand first. 
Section 2 to be renumbered 3 and Section 3 to be 
renumbered to 2. 

Clauses (1) and (2) of Section 3 to be altered to read 
as follows : - 

3(1.) An annual fee of one guinea shall be payable 
on the first day of April in each year or such other date 
as the Council may from time to time determine by 
every member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons save as excepted in Sub-section (4) hereof, such 
fee to be paid to the Registrar of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons on or before the thirtieth day of 
April in each year, or such other date as the Council 
may from time to time determine. The Registrar shall 
cause a copy of the Register of Veterinary Surgeons to 
be posted to each .member whose name and address 
appear in such Register free of all cost. 

(2.) If the annual fee of any member shall not have 
been paid on or before the thirtieth day of April in any 
year or such other date as may have been fixed by the 
Council as aforesaid, the Registrar shall send to snch 
member by post at the address given in the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeone for the time being, or to any other 
address of which w'ritten notice shall have been given 
by such member to the Registrar, a notice requiring 
payment, and if such payment shall not be made within 
one month from posting such notice a final notice shall 
be sent to such member by registered post. 

Memorandum. The following memorandum to be 
prefixed to the Bill was approved. 

Veterinary Surgeons Act ( 1881 ) Amendment';Bill 
Memorandum. 

This Bill, which was introduced in 1911, 1912, 1913 
1914, and 1915, is for the purpose of empowering the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to impose a fee 
of £1 l 0 on all members of the College (with certain 
exceptions). 

The present income of the College is not sufficient to 
| enable it to carry out the duties imposed upon it by the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) and its various Charters. 

Since the outbreak ot the war subscriptions of a 
guinea a year have been paid voluntarily by a large 
number of members in order to enable the College to 
carry on its work uutil such time as the Bill can be 
passed into law. At the present time over 1100 members 
out of 3300 on the Register are thus voluntarily sub¬ 
scribing to the funds of the College. 

The measure is necessary in order to place the College 
on a satisfactory financial basis and to enable it to meet 
the new demands which will be made on it during the 
period of reconstruction. 

The Bill has been submitted to, and approved by, the 
Privy Council, and is supported by the general body of 
the profession. 

In the recent Report of the Departmental Committee 
on the Public Veteriuary Services [Cd. 6576, (1913)] the 
following statement is made :— 

“ The laek of funds seriously hampers the work of 
the college. With a view to improve its financial 

C osition the College is seeking power in a Bill now 
efore Parliament to charge an annual fee of one guinea 
on each of its members and fellows. This Bill we 
understand has the support of the great majority of the 
profession, but so far little progress has been made with 
its consideration. We are of opinion that the College 
is performing work of great national importance, and 
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that its efforts to maintain a high standard of veterinary 
education in this country are worthy of every en¬ 
couragement.” 

Section 4 is desired for the purpose of putting p, stop 
to quackery by Companies registered under the Com¬ 
panies’ Acts and who cannot now be punished. Section 
19 of the Interpretation Act 1889 which is to the same 
effeet as the Clause asked for is not retrospective. 

It was resolved that the Bill as amended be approved 
and submitted to Privy Council. 

That every endeavour be made to have the Bill in¬ 
troduced in the new Session of Parliament as a 
Government measure. 

Amendment Bill. Copies of the Bill as revised at the 
previous meeting were submitted, and it. was resolved 

That the last Clause of Paragraph 2 (1) be altered 
to read as follows—“ On receipt of such fee the Regis¬ 
trar shall cause to be posted to the member paying the 
same a copy of the Register of Veterinary Surgeons free 
of all cost.” 

The Solicitor reported that he had received the 
formal approval of the Privy Council to the Bill in its 
present form. 

It was resolved that the Chairman be authorised to 
take such action as may appear to him necessary in 
order to secure the adoption of the Bill as a goverment 
measure. 

That a special Sub-Committee be appointed, consist¬ 
ing of Sir John M'Fadyean, Sir Stewart Stockman, Mr. 
W. F. Barrett, Mr. T. S. Price, Mr. S. Slocock, with 
executive powers to deal with any matter arising during 
the progress of the Bill through Parliament. 

Sir John M‘Fadykan : I move that the two reports 
be received and adopted. i 

Major Abson seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Honours and Prizes Committee. 

Mr. Banham read the following report of a meeting 
of the Honours and Prizes Committee, held on January 
9th, 1919. 

Williams Memorial Prize. The report of the Audi¬ 
tors was submitted showing Mr. C. A. Ewing of the 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. Dublin, secured 
the highest number of marks, namely 126, in Class D 
Examinations in 1918. 

It was resolved to recommend that the Williams 
Memorial Prize for 1918 be awarded to Mr. C. A. Ewing. 

Walley Memorial Prise. The report of the Auditors 
was received showing that Mr. W. G. Jones, and Mr. C. 
P. Neser, of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, 
Dublin, were bracketed first, with the highest number 
of marks, 113, in the Written Examinations in Path¬ 
ology, Materia Medica and Hygiene, in December 1917 
ana July 1918. 

It was resolved that the Walley Memorial Prize for 
1918 be divided equally between Mr. W. G. Jones, and 
Mr. C. P. Neser. 

On the ;motion of Mr. Banham, seconded by Mr. 
Packman, the report was received and adopted. 

Publication, Library, and Museum Committee. 

Mr. Share-Jones read the following report of a 
meeting held on 10th January :— 

Presentations to Library. The Secretary reported 
that since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
presentations had been made to the Library. i 

Bulletin of the Institute for Infectious Diseases of 
Animals, Japan, No. 1, 1913. Uber das Askaron, einen 
toxischen Bestandteil der Helminthen besonders der 
Askariden und seine bioiogische Wirkung (mittellung I, 
T. Shimamura u. H. Fnjii, July, 1917. On the Toxic 
Constituents in the bark of Robinia pseudac&cia L., 
Report 1., B. Tasaki and U. Tanaka, May, 1918. Uber 


die Serodiagnose der Schwangerschaft bei Pferden und 
Kuhen, mittelst des Abderhalden’schen Dialysierfahrene 
T. Shimamura u. S. Matsuba, June, 1917. Uber die pro- 
agglutinoidahnliche Reaktion durch Haemoglobinlo- 
sung, von K. Tagawa, May, 1918. bber die Bedeutung 
des Salzes bei der Agglutination, von K. Tagawa, May, 
1918. Weiters Studien uber die Bedutung des Salzes bei 
der Agglutination und ihre Anwendung zur Serodiag- 
nostik des Rotzes von K. Tagawa, May, 1918 (The last 
six reprints from the Journal of the College of Agricul¬ 
ture, Imperial University of Tokyo). 

Delabere Pritchett Blaine, Outlines of the Veterinary 
Art; 2 vols, 1802 (first edition), presented by the 
Secretary. 

First 10 vols. of Journal of Comparative Pathology 
and Therapeutics^ presented by S. Beeson. 

Annual fie/torts: C.V.D., Bihar and Orissa, 1917-18; 
C.V.D., Madras, 1917-18 ; V. Dept., Rangoon, 1917-18 ; 
Vet. Director General of Canada, 1916-17 ; C.V.O. Board 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 1917; New York State V. Col¬ 
lege, 1916-17 ; Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine. 

Calendars: University of Edinburgh, 1918-19; Uni¬ 
versity of Liverpool, 1918-19 ; Royal Coll, of Surgeons 
of England, 1918; Ontario V. College, 1918-19; Indiana 
V. College, 1918-19. 

Periodicals: The Journal of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries ; The Scottish Journal of Agriculture ; 
The Journal u) Comp. Path, and Therapeutics : Revue 
de Pathologic Compares ; Journal of Physiology (per 
Sir F. Smith); The Vet. Review ; The Vet. Journal ; The 
Vet. Record’, The Vet. News ; The Rhodesia Agric. 
Journal; New Zealand Journal of Agric .; Journal of 
De/Kirtment of Agric., Melbourne , Australia ; Bloodstock 
Breeders’ Review ; British Medical Journal (per Dr. 
Bradley); Medical Journal of Australia ; Educational 
Times ’. N.Y. University Veterinary Bulletin ; N.Y. 
State Vet. College Alumni News. 

It was resolved: That a vote of thanks be accorded to 
the respective donors. 

Register , 1919. The Secretary was empowered to 
approve the form of advertisements for the new edition 
of the Register. 

Dr. Shark- Jones : One very interesting presentation 
is Delabere Pritchett Blaine’s “ Outlines of the Veter¬ 
inary Art.” Our Secretary evidently has been ferreting 
around, and has succeeded in discovering two volumes 
of the original edition of this work which was published 
in 1802, and he has presented the two volumes to the 
Library. I move that the Report be received and 
adopted. 

Mr. McKinna seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

Immediately following the quarterly meeting,a Special 
Meeting of Council was held at which the President, 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, took the chair, and the same 
members were present as at the quarterly meeting. 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Addition to Bye-law 61 . 

The President : I beg to move “ that the following 
addition be made to Bye-law 61 .—After the first clause 
to add the words : “ together with a copy of his birth 
certificate.” 

Major Abson seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Additional Bye-law. 

The President : I beg to move the adoption of the 
ollowing additional bye-law to precede Bye-law 61 :_ 
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“ In any special circumstances arising in connection with 
the war, exemptions or other concessions may be granted 
by the Council on the recommendation of the Exam¬ 
ination Committee to any person who has served in His 
Majesty’s Forces since the 3rd day of August, 1914.” 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Alteration to Bye-law 63. 

Prof. Gaiger : I beg to move the following alteration 
to Bye-law 63 .-—Paragraph a to read “ Pathology. 
A course of not less than 80 lectures on the pathology, 
bacteriology and protozoology of the domesticated 
animals.” Paragraph b to read : —“ Practical pathology. 
A practical course extending to not less than 40 hours’ 
instruction on the pathology, bacteriology and proto¬ 
zoology of the domesticated animals.” The object of 
that is merely to bring the wording more up to date. 

Mr. Banham : 1 second that. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : 1 should be glad if Prof. 
Gaiger will explain to those of us who are asked to 
support him—what is the real motive for effecting this 
alteration 1 

Prof. Gaiger : The real motive occurred to me before 
I saw that any alteration had been made to a similar 
purport in another part of the register. That had 
already been altered under the heading of Examinations, 
Examination C. You will there notice exactly the 
wording that I have given here, although it had pre¬ 
viously occurred to me that this would be very much 
better than the antiquated words of “ morbid anatomy,” 
which is practically a repetition of “ pathology.” The 
old wording is a repetition, the two words meaning 
practically the same thing. 

The President : The old wording is 14 morbid anatomy 
and pathology : a course of not less than 80hours lectures 
on the morbid anatomy and pathology (including bacteri¬ 
ology and protozoology) of the domesticated animals.” 

Prof. Gaiger : The alteration has already been made 
on page 78 of the Register at a previous Council meet¬ 
ing, and I take it that the intention was the same as 
mine, to make the wording more accurate. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : But 1 am not prepared to 
admit that it is more accurate. My contention is that 
pathology covers bacteriology and protozoology, and 
that this is not superior to the original term, morbid 
anatomy and morbid pathology, and that there is an 
actual danger in amplifying and extending the word 
“pathology ” as if bacteriology were not pathology. It 
is perfectly clear that it is only the effects of bacteria in 
inducing disease that the examiners are entitled to ask 
any Questions about in connection with the examination 
in Class C, that is to say, it is only the pathological 
effects of bacteria, and similarly with regard to protozoa. 
One practical effect that is likely to follow, I am afraid, 
is that we shall have one of the examiners devoting 
himself entirely to questions of bacteriology and proto 
zoology, and this may lead to students being expected to j 
have a knowledge of bacteriology and protozoology that 
is not quite reasonable. I personally should like it 
simply left as “pathology,” but I do not think the 
matter is of great importance, and I do not think the 
reason assigned by Prof. Gaiger is a good one for alter¬ 
ing it. Besides, I may point out to him that he has 
introduced the word “ bacteriology ” himself. 

Prof. Gaiger : Where do yon mean ? 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Does this mean that there is 
to be a special course in bacteriology by a special 
teacher ? 

Prof. Gaiger : As it stands at present, they are being 
examined in *»ne thing, and another thing is laid down in 
the bye-law. In Bye-law 63 a certain thing is laid down, 
and on page 78 they are being examined in another 
thing, according to what you have just stated. 


Sir Stewart Stockman : I think that is so, but is 
not the proper course to adopt to change back to the 
other thing 1 ! I feel exactly what Sir M‘Fadyean has 
expressed, that when you talk of protozoology and 
bacteriology it is quite a misnomer in medicine unless 
you are talking of pathology, or the bearing of these on 
pathology. It would be quite ridiculous to expect our 
students, or to assume that our students, can be taught 
protozoology or bacteriology in the time. What they 
are taught is medical or veterinary bacteriology, or 
veterinary protozoology in relation to pathology. It is 
really pathology they are taught. I do not think there 
is any great difference of opinion between us, but I 
think what Prof. Gaiger means is the pathology of 
protozoal diseases and the pathology of bacteriological 
diseases. Am I right ? 

Sir John M‘Fa dye an : That is not quite correct. I 
find that in Bye-law 63, which it is sought to amend, the 
words are different, and I should raise no objection to 
them. But in Bye-law 63 the only subjects mentioned 
are morbid anatomy and pathology, and then in paren¬ 
thesis or brackets “including bacteriology and proto¬ 
zoology,” specifying that those parts of pathology are 
not to be omitted. 

Prof. Gaiger : Surely pathology includes morbid 
anatomy ! Why nse the words “ morbid anatomy ” 
at all? 

Sir John M‘Fadyban : I ask another question in 
reply to that: Why introduce the word “ bacteriology ” 
and take it out of the brackets ? 

Mr. Sumner : May we know why the subject is 
referred to in different terms in the curriculum from 
what it is in the examination ? 

The President : It should be the same in both cases. 

Dr. Share Jones : Looking at it from the point of 
view of an outsider, 1 may say there was a time when 
pathology was regarded as being a term which included 
the whole lot, and there was one chair which covered all 
the subjects. But as these mbjects have developed, we 
find that chairs in bacteriology alone hove been insti¬ 
tuted, and latterly, within our time, chairs of proto¬ 
zoology alone have been instituted. So that there is 
something to be said for the attitude which Prof. Gaiger 
has taken up. 

The President : I will now put it to the vote. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : If w r e vote against it, we 
cannot modify it as set out in the notice of motion i 

The President : No. 

Mr. McKinna : This is really a matter for the 
experts. I think they sh-nld make up their minds what 
they want, and then the Council will agree with them. 

Prof. Gaiger’s motion was then put and lost, 6 voting 
for and 8 against. 

Alteration to Bye law 62 a. 

The President : The next item on the agenda is an 
alteration to Bye-law 62 a, which will be moved by Mr. 
Mulvey. This bye-law has taken a great deal of draft¬ 
ing. It has been discussed by the Council on two or 
three 'occasions. We have had legal advice and done 
everything we can to try to incorporate our meaning in¬ 
to it. 

Mr. Mulvey : I beg to move that Bye-law 62a be 
altered to read as follows: (1) A student who has 

obtained a degree in Arts, Science or Medicine, or a 
degree or diploma in Agriculture granted by a Univ¬ 
ersity situate within the United Kingdom, or by any 
other body whose degree or diploma in Agriculture is 
approved for the time being by the Council on ihe 
recommendation of the Examination Committee, *«r the 
diploma of Licentiate of one of the Royal Colleges 
of Surgeons, or of one of the Royal Colleges of Physic¬ 
ians, and who in procuring any such degree or diploma 
passed an examination in Chemistry and also in Biology, 
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Zoology or Botany, shall be exempted from his A or first 
professional examination, and the bye-laws and regula¬ 
tions in respect thereof, and shall be entitled in all 
respects to the rights and privileges which the passing 
of such examination ordirarily confers, provided always 
that such student so exempted shall be examined in the 
whole subject of Anatomy in the Class B examination. 
(2) A student possessing i degree or diploma of a like 
import or denomination to one of those enumerated in 
paragraph (i) hereof, but granted by a University or 
other examining or licensing authority other than those 
mentioned in paragraph (i) shall, if the Council declare 
its sufficiency for exemption, thereupon become entitled 
in all respects to such exemptions, rights aud privileges 
as are defined in paragraph (i) of this bye-law. 55 

Lieut.-Col. Brittlkbank : I second that. 

Dr. Share Jones : I have an amendment here which 
I have drafted, but gather from your ruling on the last 
occasion that you will not accept an amendment ? 

The President : I am afraid 1 cannot. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Then I intend to vote against the 
resolution. I am very sorry, after the pleasant ceremony 
which has occurred this afternoon, but I shall have to 
vote against the Chairman of the Examination Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Mulvey : Don’t mention it. (Laughter). 

Dr. Share Jones : You. will understand that I am 
voting against the motion, and not against him. (Hear, 
hear). We are up against a serious proposition this 
time, whatever the previous one may have been. There 
is no one round this table keener than Mr. Mulvey for 
a high standard of education. He has stood by it all 
along, and I cannot, for myself, come to any other con¬ 
clusion than that he has drafted this most comprehen¬ 
sive regulation, quite the most comprehensive that I 
have ever seen in any set of regulations anywhere, with¬ 
out informing himself sufficiently as to the standard of 
education required in the various qualifications laid 
down here. There are qualifications mentioned here 
which ar^ undoubtedly excellent qualifications, but 
there are others of a very low standard indeed. There 
are others, again, which I will defy anybody to define 
the standard of at all. 1 think Mr. Mulvey has attacked 
this very difficult problem in tlm wrong way altogether. 
What he should have done was this : he should have 
classified these various qualifications, and given us two 
or three sub-clauses. For instance, there is the question 
of preliminary education which Mr. Mulvey, above 
everyone, is keen about. Surely there is one type of 
qualification he should have dealt with at once, and that 
is the question of the degree. He should have said that 
be would have given exemption to a candidate for a 
degree who had passed in certain requisite subjects in the 
examination for that degree, and that would me >il that 
we should know and be sure that the man had passed a 
matriculation examination. There is no question about 
it that that man would have had a higher standard of 
preliminary education than we demand, and that value 
would be carried by the ce-tificate of matriculation 
itself. 

Then there is another thing. We grant exemption to 
candidates -and I am very pleased we do—on the ground 
that they have a certain knowledge in certain subjects 
which we require a man to know. That refers to the 
subjects of the first year chemistry, elementary phy¬ 
sics, botany, zoology, and junior anatomy. And yet we 
have the astonishing feature of this regulation that it is 
roposed to grant exemption to candidates who may not 
ave done anything at botany and at physics. I think 
it grossly unfair to the men who take the four subjects 
—to grant exemption to any candidate who takes only 
two. L T nder these circmmtances I have no other option 
but to vote absolutely against the motion. 

Mr. Mulvey : Then you will vote absolutely against 
what you said you would support at the last meeting. 


Dr. Share-Jones : Not at all. It has never been put 
to the vote. 

Mr. Mulvey : I am perfectly aware of that; but you 
and I talked this over at the last meeting, and you saw 
this at the last meeting. 

Mr. Share Jones : I saw it, but it has never been be¬ 
fore us to vote upon it. 

Mr. Mulvey : All right, never mind. (Laughter). I 
contend that your statement is not correct. First of all, 
it is for students who have obtained a degree in arts, 
science or medicine, or a degree or diploma in agricul¬ 
ture. You stated just now that there was nothing 
shown here, or there was no evidence given that a de¬ 
gree had been obtained. 

Mr. Share-Jones : But you are compelling a student 
to go on to his degree before you give him exemption. 
You will not exempt a good student when he has passed 
in the subjects, and I claim that you are driving that 
student out of the profession rather than encouraging 
him to come in. That is what you are doing. A student 
starts on a degree that takes six years to get: he takes 
these subjects that we require in the first year ; he will 
never touch them again, and, according to your regula¬ 
tion, you will not exempt that man until five years 
after he has passed. Is that encouraging him to come 
in ? 

Mr. Mulvey : I do not agree with you in your in¬ 
terpretation of the wording of the clause. 

Mr. Share-Jones : We might go so far, speaking in 
jest, but I took the way in which it was put by yourself 
as distinctly personal. 

The Presipeft : He must obtain a degree. 

Mr. Share Jones . Yes, he must obtain his degree. 

The President : May I clear up the point that is at 
issue ? Dr. Share-Jones maintains that a man who has 
passed his first examination in arts, science, medicine or 
the diploma or degree of agriculture by a university 
should be granted the same exemption by this Council 
for his first examination. On the other hand, Mr. Mul¬ 
vey says that he must have proceeded to his degree be¬ 
fore he can be granted exemption, and that is what this 
body has always carried out up to the present time. 

Mr. Sumner : This matter was put before us some 
years ago. 

Dr. Share Jones : With regard to the point that has 
been raised, a man with a degree might not have taken 
any physics, and he might not have taken any zoology, 
and still you exempt him. You push the man who has 
taken chemistry, physics, botany and zoology up to the 
degree standard, and the only standard which he will be 
required to attain, and if you pursue that, is five years 7 
further study 

Mr. Barrett : You are wrong. 

Dr. Share Jones : I should like, if I may, to read 
the amendment I intended to propose, but which the 
President rules is impossible: “That candidates who 
have passed in chemistry and physics, together with 
biology or botany and zoology, at one of the examina¬ 
tions fnr a degree in a British university shall be exempt 
from the courses of study in these subjects and from 
the A examination, bnt such candidates shall be required 
to present themselves in the whoD of anatomy at the 
Class B examination. 55 It was my intention to move 
that, but I cannot do so. That is what I would like 
to substitufe for this clause. 

Sir John M‘Faydean : I would like to recall to the 
Council what I believe was the original motive which 
led to the framing of bye-law 62a, It was that an 
attempt should be made to induce as large a number as 
possible of university graduates, particularly those who 
held degrees in science, io become members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. I think 1 am right in 
saying that. 
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Dr. Shark-Jones : And you were recommended also 
by that same Committee to deal with men who had 
attained an intermediate stage. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Recommended by whom ? 

Dr. Share-Jones : By that Committee whose report 
led up to this. 

Sir John MTadyean : Nothing of the kind. 

Dr. Share-Jones : It arose directly out of that 
Committee’s report. 

Sir John M'Fadykan : No, indeed it did not. I can 
only say I have no recollection of it. 

Dr. Share Jones : I have. 

Sir John M ‘Fad ye an : At any rate, that was the 
reason. Somebody may have suggested—I think very 
likely if you were on the Committee you may have 
suggested- an entirely different question. I do not 
know, but I should think probably the view that you 
are now putting forward is one that you have held con¬ 
sistently all along. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Yes. 

Sir John M‘Fai>yean : But I hold it to be an abso¬ 
lutely separate point of view. It is that the students 
who are studying arts, or science, or medicine, but have 
not qualified in anything at all, are to be granted exemp¬ 
tion by us in particular subjects because they have 
t>assed these examinations. 

Dr. Share-Jones : In those subjects. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : In those subjects, but have 
not qualified. 

Dr. Share Jones : Iu those subjects they are qualified. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : They are not qualified in the 
sense in which we are using the word. 

Dr. Share Jones: They will never qualify any fur¬ 
ther in those subjects 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : I decline to be drawn into a 
quibble of that sort, because it is absolutely a quibble. 

Dr. Share-Jones : It is not. 

Sir John M‘Fadykan : You are using the word 
“ qualification ” in one sense, and I am using it in the 
ordinary sense, the sense in which we say a student is 
qualified here, that is to say he bas taken the diploma 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Perhaps 
a good deal could be said for deciding in favour of the 
view put forward by Dr. Share-Jones, but I hold it is 
a perfectly distinct issne, and I think Dr. Share-Jones 
quite wrong in supposing that all the arguments with 
regard to that are on his side. I do not admit it. But 
the question here is, what concession shall be made to 
those who have taken a degree or diploma, and not 
what concession is to be made to those who are only in 
the position of students. I should like to deal especially 
with one of the points made by Dr. Share-Jones. lie 
asks us to believe that if a student—a medical student 
for instance, has passed in the subjects of chemistry, 
physics and biology, that he is as much entitled to a 
concession from us with regard to those subjects as if 
he had proceeded with his studies and qualified in 
medicine. I dispute that altogether. There is no com- 
parision at all between a fully qualified medical man 
and a man who has only passed his first professional 
examination in medicine. I merely mention that to 
show that the two cases are not really absolutely 
parallel—that one might support the one and refuse to 
support the other. I do not want to occupy the time 
of the Council, but I should like to ask Dr. fehare-Jones 
to specify to us what aie the diplomas or degrees 
referred to in this amendment of tne bye law that he 
places in such an exceedingly low category. 

Dr. Share-Jones: In regard to that point I must 
decline to do what you ask, but I have a letter in my 
pocket, which is confidential to me, where there is no 
preliminary examination at all asked for. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : A University. 

Dr. Shark* J @nhb : Yes; a University. 


Sir John M‘Fadyean : The remedy far that is 
that Dr. Share-Jones should bring the facts to the 
knowledge of the Council, and we will, I venture to say, 
amend the bye-law again so as to exclude that particular 
University diploma. 

Dr. Share-Jon es : I suggest that that should go down 
lower in this regulation, which would entitle the Com¬ 
mittee to do what you say. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean: That, I thought, was what 
you meant. What Dr. Share-Jones meant, apparently, 
was that we might have an application with regard to 
certain diplomas. 

Dr. Sii are-Jones : Exactly. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Which he holds are of a low 
category ; but 1 call your attention to the fact that, ex¬ 
cept in the case of University qualifications, the bye- 
la w is only permissive. The Committee has to approve 
of them. 

Dr. Share-Jones : If you put diplomas down a little 
lower, among the permissive set, you are perfectly safe, 
and you could then deal with any one that came up, 
but a diploma and a degree are different things alto¬ 
gether. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : My point is this, that we are 
not really in any danger of accepting any of these quali¬ 
fications of such a disgracefully low character, because 
they have each to be examined, and the decision will be 
on its merits. No doubt the Committee will enquire 
into the subject and find out what is really the case. I 
do not hold any very strong views on the subject, be¬ 
cause 1 do not think we are ever likely to induce or ex¬ 
clude graduates in science by this alteration. In my 
opinion the Council will do no harm in passing it. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Even if a man has not taken two 
out of the four subjects. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : You have mentioned some¬ 
thing about a Committee. I take it you meant the 
Committee on the Veterinary Services? 

Dr. Share-Jones : I did. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I have had a great deal to 
do with that in the way of carrying into effect the re¬ 
commendations made by it, and 1 assure you that what 
you stated was quite incorrect. What the Committee 
said was this- 

Dr. Share Jones : I challenge you yourself—Will 
you put those Minutes on this table to discuss at the 
next meeting? 

Sir Stewart Stockman : We will get the Report, if 
you like, but at present I am entitled to say that the 
recommendation was that they should have scholarships 
to offer to distinguished graduates in science, and 
graduates in other suitable degrees, to encourage them, 
particularly honours graduates, to enter the veterinary 
profession after they have qualified at the university, 
and, vice versa, that there should be scholarships for 
men who had qualified at the veterinary schools to take 
degrees in science. That was the recommendation. 

Dr. Share-Jones : That was ono. But was there not 
a further one ? 

Mr. Barrett: There is no doubt that when this 
question came before the Examination Committee it 
decided, after careful deliberation, that the students 
should take a degree before having any of these ex¬ 
emptions granted to them. There can be no harm, 
therefore, in our passing this bye-law to-day. But I 
must say I am forcibly struck with Dr. Share Jones’s 
contention, namely, that a student who has passed, say, 
at the London University, the preliminary scientific 
examination, who may have equipped himself thorough¬ 
ly in chemistry, botany, zoology, or any of these 
subjects, should be entitled to exemption by us and be 
admitted a student by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. If that were agreed by the Council, we could 
easily pass this bye-law to-day, and then within a period 
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of three or six months Dr. Share Jones could draft an 
amending bye-law which the Council might be inclined 
to accept. 

Mr. Banham : May I ask, if a gentleman took his 
Bachelor of Arts in anything but science, would you be 
prepared to let him go on to the second year’s course ! 

Mr. Barrett : He gets exemption provided he has 
passed in those subjects. 

The President : I think it would have prevented all 
this discussion if 1 had pointed out that this only applies 
to exemptions that we propose to give to holders of a 
decree- Dr. Share-Jones is quite at liberty to bring 
forward any other resolution as an addition to it. 

The resolution was then put and carried, one member, 
Dr. Share-Jones, voting against. 

Confirmatory Meeting. 

It was unanimously agreed that the confirmatory 
meeting should be held on Friday, the 24th Jannary, at 
4 o’clock. 

Vote of thanks to the President. On the motion of 
Mr. Packman, seconded by Mr. Barrett, a very hearty 
vote of thanks was accorded to the President for his 
conduct in the chair, which the President briefly acknow¬ 
ledged, and the meeting terminated. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 

We are specially requested to intimate that on 
Thursday February 6th, after the monthly meeting 
of the Society, a dinner will be held at The Hoi born 
Restaurant, Duke’s Room, at 7 p.m. Members of 
the profession on military service wishing to attend 
will be cordially welcomed. 

Tickets 7/6 exclusive of wines. 

Those intending to be present should intimate the 
fact to the Hon. Sec. Mr. Hugh A. MacCormack, 122 St. 
George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 7, not later than 
January 31st, in order that adequate arrangements may 
be made. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Order of the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing appointments to the Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire, for valuable services rendered in 
connexion with military operations in various Fields 
(Dated Jan. 1, 1919) 

Members (Civil Division). 

* * * * 

John Ewing Johnston, Esq., Veterinary Officer in 
Charge, Remount Depot, Belfast. 

The Military Cross. 

War Office, Jan. 11. 

The King has been pleased to approve of the award of 
the Military Cross to the following in recognition of his 
gallantry and devotion to duty in the Field :— 

Capt. L. E. L. Taylor, 3rd Mob. Vet. Sec., Can. a.v.c.— 
During an attack he at great personal risk from shell 
fire superintended the removal of all sick and wounded 
animals from the lines of his section to a more pro¬ 
tected area. He was wounded while doing so, still he 
remained on duty, repeating his endeavours to scatter 
his animals so as to lessen the risk of casualties. The 
result was that no casualties occurred within his unit, 
though a number of men and animals were killed and 
wounded in close proximity. A great deal of first-aid 
work was accomplished by him in the forward areas. 


Extracts from London Oautte y 

War Office, Whitehall, Jan. 11. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 
Capt. to be actg. Maj.:—R. W. Mellard, d.s.o. (Nov. 20, 
1918). 

Jan. 13. 

Capt. R. M. Bamford is seed, for duty with Egyptian 
Army (Oct. 27, 1918). 

J an. 16. 

Temp. Capt. N. B. Green resigns his commn. (Jan. 17), 
and retains the rauk of Capt. 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

Jan. 14. 

Capt. C. R. Roche to take rank and prec. in his Corps 
and in the Army as if his appt. as Capt. bore date 
July 17, 1916. 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Jan. 15. 

Maj. C. H. Golledge is retired, having attained the age 
limit (Jan. 16), and retains the rank of Maj., with per¬ 
mission to wear the prescribed uniform. 

COCCIDI08I8 IN THE RABBIT. 

To the Editor of the “ Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—My attention has been directed to a letter 
appearing in your issue of Jan. 11th from Sir John 
M'Fadyean criticising my communication to the Central 
Veterinary Society on “ Cuccidiosis in the Rabbit ” In 
view of the tone of that letter, I absolutely refuse to be 
drawn into any discussion on the subject in the press, at 
the direction of the writer. The agenda of the meeting 
in question was published, and since Sir John was so 
keenly interested in the subject and held such pro¬ 
nounced views thereon, it is a matter for regret by the 
whole of the profession that he was prevented from 
attending and making those views public in the proper 
manner. Discussions are welcomed at such meetings as 
that at which the paper was read, especially from such 
authorities as Sir John, and one regrets that the 
members were deprived of such an intellectual feast. 
Sir John has at any rate the satisfaction of knowing 
that his timely intervention will save the reputation of 
British veterinary research, and will prevent readers 
abroad inferring that “ the study of coccidiosis of the 
rabbit has been sadly neglected in this country.” I have 
no intention whatever of entering into what must 
necessarily be a lengthy controversy in order that Sir 
John may have an opportunity of making his views 
known by other than the usual channels of publication. 
I make Sir John a present of any satisfaction which he 
may obtain from my refusal to discuss the matter 
further at present and under these conditions. I abso¬ 
lutely refuse to have any line of action dictated to me 
by Sir John, and I can only regard the courses which he 
suggests as open to me, and his self-appointed repre¬ 
sentation of the Central Society, as unwarrantable pre¬ 
sumption. 

One awaits with impatience the publication of the 
results of Sir John’s researches with regard to the 
disease in question.—Yours faithfully, 

J. B. Buxton. 

Hognose, 

Wrotham, Kent, Jan. 14,1919. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE R.C.V.S. 

Sir, —One remark in the letter of %< Reform,” in your 
issue of January 4th, may lead to misunderstanding 
unless immediately corrected. He quotes the published 
results of the Final Examination of students from 
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London, Liverpool, Glasgow, and Dublin (omitting all 
reference to the other three classes), and says “ I 
understand that examiners bad to travel to these places 
of decentralisation. Why 1 The only answer I can give 
is : the Schools decide these things.” 

The fact is, the decision as to where the examinations 
are to be held is not in the hands of the schools. Indeed, 
whenever they have been asked to do so in recent years, 
the schools have arranged to send their students to any 
centre where an examination was being held, thus 
saving considerable expense to the I1C.V S. 

Neither is it in the power of the Council altogether to 
decide as to the number of centres of examination. The 
matter is settled by the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. 
Section 4 reads:—“The R.C.VS. shall he hound to 
make provision, in the manner oermitted by their 
Charters, for the examination in England . . . and in 
Scotland . . . and in Ireland . . etc. 

It is thus obvious that the R C.V.S. is compelled by 
law to arrange for at least three centres of examination. 

Yours faithfully, 

Frank W. Garnett, President. 

R.C.V.S., 

10 Red Lion Sq., W.C., Jan. 13, 1919. 


Sir,—To be contributions of any value to the pro¬ 
fession the correspondence occupying your columns 
recently should contain something more than mere abuse. 

Accusations levelled at gentleman of recognised pro 
bity and integrity need to be supported with something 
more than “envy, hatred, malice, and uncharitableness.” 
To suggest “axes to grind ” and speak of “ take all and 
give nothing” shows a total ignorance of the position 
and work of couucillors who can have nothing to gain 
but the satisfaction of having served the profession they 
love, and must invariably be out of pocket, in time and 
in hard cash, in leaving their own affairs and travelling 
—often long distances—to give their best efforts on the 
Council. 

A councillor’s value is not to be measured by his 
oratory in the chamber of the R.C.V.S. or in other 
and greater assemblies, but by the conscientious labour 
be puts in at Committees, where the work is laborious, 
often tedious, and devoid of glory, and unseen by the 
electors. The so called silent men find their tongues on 
Committees and demonstrate how “a still tongue 
makes a wise head.” They have been good listeners 
in the general assembly, and having digested the sub¬ 
ject, bring their strong common sense and practical 
knowledge to bear when it is most wanted and most 
likely to have effect. 

There have been other occasions in the past when a 
bright meteoric star has come into the veterinary firma¬ 
ment and dazzled the voter with promises of cleansing 
the Augean stable ; but contact with the realities, and 
the discovery of his own ignorance of Acts and Charters, 
has usually made him seek a back sent after one splendid 
effulgence by way of justifying his election. Now and 
again a sensible man, believing that an infusion of new 
blood is essential to the preserve ion of the body politic, 
has employed extravagant language in his new-found 
zeal, has honestly regretted his fulminations against 
tried and trusty Councillors, and has become a useful 
member. 

Just as “every country has the government it de¬ 
serves,’ 7 so does a profession ; and it is in the hands of 
the members to elect a different, if not a better, hody of 
men to represent them on the Council. Better the pre¬ 
sent abuse than the apathy which has too long been dis¬ 
played by the majority of tlm veterinary profession. 

Audi alteram partem. 


Dear Sir,—I have read the letters appearing in your 
journal during the last week or two respecting toe short¬ 
comings of the Council. I think it is deeply to be re¬ 
gretted that the language of the respective contributors 
has not taken a more moderate and less abusive tone. 
To say that its members have “ axes to grind,” “ take all 
and give nothing,” etc., are accusations that are, in my 
opinion, both unjust and untruthful. The Council is 
representative of the profession and the bodies associ¬ 
ated with it. The schools are represented, and justly 
so ; the Board of Agriculture and the Army have also 
their representatives, each to look after the respective 
interests, in addition to the general welfare of the pro¬ 
fession. Then there are the general practitioners—men 
who give their time and money willingly, and endeavour 
to carry out their dnties with fairness and consideration. 
Will those who are so ready with their abuse of the 
Council be a little more constructive in their criticisms, 
and plainly state where the Council has failed? Not 
one vrord has been said on this point. It is so easy to 
generalise and abuse. 

The writers complain that the majority are what is 
usually termed “ silent members.” For my part I think 
this is as well. If all were great talkers little work would 
be got through ; indeed, I have often noticed what a lot 
of talk centres round a very small point. Again, wher¬ 
ever bodies meet it always has been—and always will 
be to the end—certain men will lead, be it in the House 
of Commons or anywhere else. But it by no means fol¬ 
lows that the silent men are useless. Frequently the 
latier are the most useful men in committees —and, after 
all, the principal work is done there. When the different 
Chairmen of Committees read their reports to the 
Council it is only a precis of the conclusions come to, 
and has probably taken hours to arrive at. 

I have, through a long period of years, noted men of 
the agitating order, who have entered Council to re¬ 
volutionise everything and everybody, become as silent 
after their very first meeting as those to whom allusion 
has so often been made. ‘ Council work is not learnt 
in five minutes—let there be no misunderstanding on 
that point. It requires an apprenticeship to understand 
bye-laws. Get your Register out and read through those 
and the Charters, and see where you stand. 

If the profession requires fresh representatives by all 
means have them—the matter is a simple one. I dare 
say a goodly number of those now representing us would 
willingly stand aside if asked to do so. But do drop 
abuse of men who are actuated by the best of motives, 
and who have been chosen a* representatives by our¬ 
selves. Do play a clean game, and not besmirch the 
characters of honest men who have done their best. 
The chaDge, if desirable, could surely be brought about 
by different methods. 

Fairplay. 


Sterilisation of Iodoform 

“Piace lOgms. of iodoform in a yellow glass bottle of 
the capacity of 120 c.c., and a Id m it fiOc.c. of a 1 : 1000 
solution of mercuric chloride. Shake together thoroughly 
so as to sterilise the iodoform, and add 3 gms. of olive 
oil, previously sterilised by heat. Again shake up until 
the iodoform forms a homogenous mass with the nil. 
Allow to separate, decant, and reject the aqueous por¬ 
tion, thoroughly draining out the last trace of water, 
then add 87 gms. of sterile olive oil.” 

Iodoform may also be sterilise! by shaking one put 
with two parts of 10 per cent, solution of formaldehyde, 
or it may be treated for three days with a 5 per cent, 
solution of carbolic acid containing 1 in 2000 of mercuric 
chloride.— Pharm Jrnl, 
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Cruelty prosecution at Sheffield— 
successful appeal. 

Henry Cranfield, blacksmith, Oughtibridge, was fined 
£5 by the Sheffield magistrates, on Novemoer 8th last, 
for cruelly ill-treating a pony belonging to William C. 
Fairweather, Hill Top, Oughtibridge. 

On , at the General Quarter Sessions, for the 

West Riding of Yorkshire, at Sheffield, before Sir Samuel 
Roberts, m.p. (presiding), Mr. G. H. Norton, Mr. C. 
Wright, and Mr. E. Rose, the conviction was successfully 
appealed against. 

Mr. Valentine Ball and Mr. Courtney Sandford were 
for the respondent, and Mr. T. E Ellison and Mr. H. R. 
Bramley, instructed by Mr. .T. E. Wing, for appellant. 

Mr. Valentine Ball said Fairweather took the pony to 
be shod at Cranfield’s. A twitch was used. The black 
smith struck the pony several times with the hammer 
and hammer shaft, the pony reared up, fell backwards, 
and fell down dpad. 

William C. Fairweather said when the pony pulled 
its hind foot away the blacksmith struck it five or six 
simes on the ribs, and after the twitch was put on struck 
it on the head and neck. It reared up, and came down 
dead. 

In reply to Mr. Ellison, witness said the blows were 
heavy. He wanted compensation for his pony. The 
prosecution was taken by the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

The cause of death of the pony was rupture of the 
aorta, said Mr. Herbert Reginald Laycock, M.R.C.v.s. 
In his opinion the pony dropped dead from fright 
through the blows administered. The exertion in trying 
to get out of the way of the blows occasioned the rup¬ 
ture. There were no traces of bruises on the carcase. 


Mr. Ellison contended that the whole case had been 
grossly exaggerated, and that the death of the pony was 
occasioned by plaintiff’s own act in putting on the 
twitch. 

The pony was a very awkw’ard one, and “kicked like 
a steam engine,” said Cranfield. Fairweather put on 
the twitch, and the pony struggled and died. 

After hearing the evidence of Capt. Francis Summers, 
m.r.c.v.s , and Mr. Stephen Ernest Sampson, m.r.c.v.s, 

The Chairman said they were not satisfied that the 
pony died absolutely from cruelty. The evidence was 
conflicting, and the probability was that the pony 
dropped down dead from fright, not caused directly by 
cruelty. The conviction would be quashed. 

[We are obliged to our unidentified correspondent for 
this “cutting,” but we much prefer to have the date, and 
and the name of the paper—both of which are given if 
page containing the matter is sent intact— postage Ad.] 


Margarine from Coal.— Prof. George Knox, Prin¬ 
cipal of the South Wales and Monmouthshire School of 
Mines, lecturing at the Wigan Mining College recently, 
stated that during the war margarine had actually been 
made from coal. Unfortunately, however, like all other 
fatty bodies derived from coal, the product was of little 
vnlue as a fat former, but it helped to make bread more 
palatable. If only they could recover all the by-products 
formed by its destructive distillation, coal would have 
three times its present value. 

Great Britain has only 2 6 per cent, of the coal re¬ 
serves of the world, so that it is about time active 
measures were taken to obviate the enormous waste of 
coal and its by-products now taking place. 
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1 The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 14, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical nstruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 13, 1919 
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Nominations for election to Council. 


Equine digestive disorders. 


The following nominations have been made. The last 
day for nomination of candidates is Friday next, 31st 
inst, and the “ foreign ” voting papers, to members who 
are at a distance, will be issued a few days later. 


Candidate. 

A. Lawson 
S. Stockman 
Q. H. Gaiger . 
O. C. Bradley . 
G. P. Male 
D. Hamilton 


Nominated by 

Messrs. Garnett, Brittlebank 
Trigger, Garnett 
Stockman, Wilson 
Abson, Sumner 
Banham, Coleman 
Bradley, Wilson 


Of these, the first four are for re-election, and three of 
them hold positions which make their presence on the 
Council justifiable—and desirable. Of the two new 
men, M r. G. P. Male is best known at this end of Eng¬ 
land as a capable, up-to-date practitioner, who has 
steadily upheld the status of the practitioner by both 
precept and practice, and has put in years of good work 
m the Royal Counties Society, of which he is this year 
President ; and to whom, with a few other men, belongs 
the credit of keeping the Society going through the 
recent troublous years. 

Mr. D. Hamilton is less well known, but with two 
good sponsors we must conclude that he is a worthy 
candidate. 

As in previous years, our columns are open to candi¬ 
dates to state their views at any reasonable length— 
always remembering that paper is not yet plentiful, and 
space is therefore still a consideration. 


A departure in education. 

An experiment has been initiated at the University of 
Columbia, U.S.A., which, as outlined in a note quoted 
on page 263, promises to materially assist the selection 
of men for professional life. 

It has for years past been a subject of regret amongst 
the more thoughtful members of the medical profession 
that many men who are unsuitable are admitted to the 
profession on educational qualification—in other words 
the examination test alone will not indicate the man 
who will make a skilful and reputable practitioner. 
That some finer protective network is required is sug¬ 
gested by the passage in the recent report of our Ex¬ 
amination Committee which states that applications 
were received for concessions in the examinations by a 
B student rejected three times, and a C student rejected 
five times. It is one of the penalties of poverty that 
our schools should need to keep such men on their 
books : but until the Officers of the State understand 
and acknowledge the value of our work to the nation, 
and find the means to keep the Colleges in a healthy 
financial position, we can scarcely hope for improve¬ 
ment. It is a scandal; parallelled by the ignorant 
neglect of our agriculture as a national asset. 


Comparatively little has been written upon this 
subject recently. This is not because it has become 
less important to practitioners than before; for the 
reverse is the case. The horse is a more important 
veterinary patient than he was five years ago; and 
the particular diseases have gained in importance 
for that general reason and for other special ones. 
Such prime causative factors of equine digestive 
troubles as overwork and improper or irregular 
feeding have been more active during the war. 
Their results have been manifest in both civil and 
military practfbe; but very little has been written 
upon the subject. 

This is all the more regrettable from the fact that, 
in the years immediately preceding 1914, there 
was good reason to believe that the study of the 
subject in England was entering upon a new phase. 
Clinicians generally were studying the causes and 
differential diagnoses of these diseases more closely 
than ever before; post-mortem examinations were 
more frequent and more careful, and treatment had 
undergone considerable modifications within the pre¬ 
vious decade. Take the common and exceedingly 
difficult question of the differentiation of the equine 
colics. The publication by Gofton in 1912 of the first 
English observations of obstruction of the csBOum 
was one characteristic sign of the times. Another 
was the increased attention then being paid to dis¬ 
placements, not necessarily considerable or irreduc¬ 
ible, of the large colon—a subject which, though 
some practitioners may still be inclined to regard it 
as “theoretical” is nevertheless exceedingly praotioal, 
and may yet assume the same importance here as 
it has on the Continent. English clinicians, at 
that time, were begining to follow the lead of their 
Continental brethren with respect to equine di¬ 
gestive disorders, though in many cases they were 
doing so quite independently. Their work was 
already showing considerable results, and seemed 
likely to show more. That hopeful period seems 
to have terminated for the present; for little has 
since been published upon the subject. 

iet in the meantime the whole subject has 
actually gained in importance, as most practitioners 
know. Old causes of these diseases are still at 
work, accentuated by war conditions; and some 
new causes have arisen. Practitioners are daily 
dealing with all as best they can—and saying 
nothing of their results. We seem to be on the 
eve of a temporary revival in horse practice; but 
as a profession we are hardly going the right way 
to equip ourselves for it. 
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CLINICAL CASES (DOGS.) 

The following oases are recorded as illustrating 
the natural powers of resistance and repair of the 
tissues in the dog. 

Case I. A small mongrel fox-terrier bitch was 
brought in from a farm for treatment, having been 
trodden on by a cart horse. 

On examination, a, dirty blood stained mass was 
seen protruding from the abdominal cavity, in the 
right inguinal region. This mass was seven inches 
in length and two and-a-half inches in diameter. 
At the point of exit it was constricted by the small 
opening in the abdominal wall to a diameter of 
three-quarters of an inch. The animal was pros 
trate, the mucous membrane of the mouth pallid, 
the pulse weak, and the body surface cold.- 

The animal was chloroformed, and the protruding 
tissues, after being cleansed, were found to consist 
chiefly of a portion of the mesentery, with its 
vessels engorged, and there was also a small portion 
of intestine in the upper portion of the mass, in the 
part nearest to the point of exit from the abdominal 
cavity. 

A silk ligature was applied to thq mesentery as 
near the point of exit as possible, and the stump 
returned with the loop of intestine to the cavity of 
the abdomen. The breach in the abdominal mus¬ 
cles was closed with interrupted sutures of Rhea 
fibre, the opening in the skin, which was slightly 
enlarged to admit of better drainage, being left 
patent. 

After five days the sutures in the abdominal mus¬ 
cles were removed and the dressing of 1:1000 
Ghinosol, which had been used throughout, was 
continued twice daily for another five days, the 
animal being then returned to the ownor. The case 
gave no further trouble, made a complete recovery, 
which extended to the writers knowledge up to two 
years after the operation. 

Case II. The subject was an Irish terrier, 10 

ears of age, whose only previous history of having 

een treated, except for wounds, had been for an 
attack of Biliary fever, due to infection by Piro- 
plasma canis. 

When first brought for treatment the history 
was 11 he had been dull for several days, and then a 
couple of days previously a slight swelling had been I 
noticed in the right flank. He was constipated 
aud when given castor or milk vomited.” 

On examination, the temperature was 103 2 F, 
pulse hard, tongue furred, and the animal in a de¬ 
pressed condition. A deep seated abscess appear¬ 
ed to he forming in the right flank, about an 
inch posterior to the middle third of the last rib. 

Treatment the first day was confined to giving an 
enema of Olive oil, and painting the skin over the 
swelling with Tr. Iodi. 

The following morning, as there appeared to be 
no relief of the symptons, it was decided to operate. 
The animal was anaesthetised with chloroform, an 
incision made through the skin over the swelling 
and then through the external muscular layer, 
which exposed a cavity contains a dirty grey fluid 
with necrotio debris of muscle. On.the latter being 


removed, a sharp solid body could be felt which, 
after a slight dissection, was removed with the for¬ 
ceps and proved to be a portion of the scapula of a 
fowl, a triangular flattened piece of bone 1J inches 
in length which had made its way from the in¬ 
testine. Owing to the danger of extending the 
localised peritonitis at the point of exit of this 
foreign body, the operation was confined to remov¬ 
ing necrotic debris, swabbing out the wound with 
a solution of Lysol, and inserting a gauze plug as a 
drain. 

During the next few days there was an improve¬ 
ment in the animal’s condition, liquid food was 
retained but the faeces were liquid, and only passed 
in small quantities. On the fifth day after the 
operation, the site of the operation wound which 
had commenced to heal, again became swollen, and 
a further operation resulted in a smaller piece of 
bone being removed. 

After tho latter operation there was a rapid im¬ 
provement in the animal’s health. He was kept 
on a fluid diet for a week and then gradually brought 
on to his normal diet of boiled rice and fowl (with¬ 
out the bones this time.) During the remaining 
three-and-a-balf years of this animal’s life up to 
the time he was destroyed on account of becoming 
deaf and blind, there was not any trouble to show 
that any adhesions that may have formed were inter¬ 
fering with the normal action of the intestine. 

•J. A, Griffiths, m.r.c.v.s. 
Rinderpest Commission, New Langenburg (G.E.A.) 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Askaron, a toxic constituent of Helminths, 

ESPECIALLY OF ASCARTDES : ITS BIOLOGICAL ACTION. 

Sbimamure Torai and Fujh Hajime have published 
an article upon this subject (Boll. 1st. hit. d’Agr.). 
From ascaradian mesenteric liquid and from dried 
and pulverised ascarides (A. lumbricoides of man and 
the pig, and A. megalocpphala) they have isolated a 
highly toxic albumose-peptone, for which they pro¬ 
pose the name of “ Askaron.” This substance pro¬ 
vokes all the symptoms of intoxication which are 
observed in ascariasis, and in consequence of injec¬ 
tions of the mesenteric liquid or aqueous extract of 
Ascaris. It is fairly well diffused among other hel¬ 
minths. The authors have demonstrated its pre¬ 
sence, with identical toxicity, in Filaria immitis , 
Gastrophilus larvae, Sclerostomum vulgare , Oxyuris 
curvula , and Tricoccphalus depressiusculus. 

Etheric and alcoholic extracts of dried and pul¬ 
verised ascarides, even in strong doses, are atoxie ; 
but they have a haemolytic action. The latter, 
however, is absent from askaron. 

The horse is the most sensitive experimental 
animal; and next come the guinea-pig, dog, and 
rabbit. The rat and mouse are refractory. 

The principal symptoms of intoxication produced 
by askaron are difficulty of respiration, dilatation 
of the peripheral blood-vessels, intensification of 
the secretions and excretions, nervous disturbances, 
and depression of the temperature and blood pres- 
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sure. The post-mortem findings are dilatation of 
the lungs (in the guinea-pig), hyperaemia and 
haemorrhagic exudate in the gastro-enterie tube, 
endocardium, and internal organs (especially in the 
lungs), and incomplete coagulation of the blood. 
The mortal dose of crude askaron per kilogramme 
of live weight, by intravenous injection, is 0 004 
milligrammes for the horse, 0 8 for the guinea-pig, 
2 0 for the dog, and 5 0 for the rabbit. 

In the horse, ocular instillations of even very 
dilute solutions of crude askaron always provoke 
severe lachrymation; this is attributed to the vola¬ 
tile substances of the ascarides. With repeated in¬ 
stillations the reaction always becomes more feeble, 
but never disappears. 

After a first intoxication with askaron, a strong 
resistance developes very rapidly. Samples of 
askaron proceeding from different species of hel¬ 
minths are reciprocally protective in equal grades. 

Askaron is primarily toxic to a high degree; the 
serum of the normal horse does not contain anti¬ 
bodies against it. the horse may be actively im¬ 
munised against a dose of askaron 400 times greater 
than the lethal one; and this high immunity should 
be ascribed to cellular resistance. 

In the worms themselves, askaron may be re¬ 
garded as a product of metabolism .—(La Clinica 
Veterinaria.) 

W. R. C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.Y.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

In each case the amount subscribed is £1 Is., except 


(*) £2 2s., (f) £4 4s. 

E. F. Angler, Capt. 

Q. Atkinson, Capt. 

T. S. Atkinson, Douglas 
W. Awde, Major 

E. A. Batt, London 
T. G. Batt, London 
J. H. Bennett, Romford 

R. Bennett, Capt. 

H. Bibbey, Winsford 

C. Blackhurst, Broughton, 
nr. Prestop 

W. E. Blackwell, Capt. 

T. le Q. Blampied, Capt. 

S. J. Blanchard, Salisbury 

E. W. Bovett, Bridgwater 
*J. W. Brittlebank, c.m.q. 

Lt.-Col. (1918, T9 
A. Broad, St. John’s Wood 
A. S. Brooksbanks, 

Withington 

R. Bryden, Capt. 

J. Buscomb, Stroud, Glos. 
W. Bushnell, Capt. 

J. B. Buxton, Herne Hill 
J. R. Carless, Shrewsbury 

F. L. Carter, London 
J. H. Carter, Burnley 
H. W. Caton, London 

T. W. Cave, Wye, Ashford 
J. C. Coleman, Swindon 
J. Cameron, jun., Capt. 


T. D. Condell, Kilkenny 
W. Crawford, Leeds 
J. A. Cunningham, 

Guildford 

E. H. Curbishley, Alderley 

Edge 

W. Dale, Coventry 
W. G. Darling, Capt. 

J. Davidson, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne 

H. W. Dawes, M.C., Capt. 
J. Dixon, Blaydon-on-Tyne 

F. Edwards, Chester 
J. T. Edwards, Capt. 

W. B. Edwards, Lt. Col. 
W. P. S. Edwards, Capt. 

C. W. Elam, Liverpool 

R. J. Foreman, Tottenham 
W. J. Foreman, Leadgate 
A. B. Forsyth, Cannock 

G. H. Gihbings, Tavistock 

G. E. Gibson, Oakham 

F. C. Gillard, Capt. 

P. Gillespie, Salford 

H. C. D. Grtlledge, B. of A. 

H. Gray, London 

T. S. Green, CaDt. 

J. A. Griffiths, Nyaaaland 

G. S. Harris, Hailsham 
G. J. Harvey, Lieut. 

J. Hatch, Hampstead 


W. C. Hazelton, 

Buckingham 
F. E. Heath, Major 
L. W. Heelis, Capt. 

H. B. Hiles, Woicester 

B. Hoad ley, W. Hartlepool 

F. T. G. Hobday, c.m.g., Maj. 

T. Hogg, Capt. 

C Holland, M.C., Capt. 

P. S. Howard, Capt. 

R. Hudson, Retford 
W. Hughes, Caerwys 

C. S. Hunting, sen., i 

Sunderland 
R. Hughes, Oswestry 
H. E. A. L. Irwin, Capt. 

W. E. Ison, Atherstone 
J. J. R. Jackson, B. of A. 

H. D. Jones, Peckham 
T. Eaton Jones, Liverpool 
W. N. Jorgenson, Major 
W. Kirk, London 
W. H. Kirk, Capt. 

A. Lawson, Manchester 
J. Lawson, Timperley 

R. N. Lewis, Capt. 

G. H. Locke, Manchester 
+ W. Logan, Inverness 
J. Loughran, Augnacloy 
J. Macfarlane, Capt. 

W. H. Macfarlane, Capt. 

E. E. MacLachlvn, Capt. 

J. Maguire, Liverpool 
James Martin, sen., 

Wellington, Salop 

S. G. Masterman, Hunts 
C. Masson, Torquay 
A. S. Mathias, Capt. 

T. M. Mitchell, Capt. 

R. E. Murison, Capt. 

W. Noar, Bury 
W. T. Olver, Capt., 

Tamworth 
C. F. Parsons, Cheltenham 

Previously acknowledged 


Jan 22. 

A. S. Adams, Dursley 

H. Begg, Lanark 
H. W. Billinghurst, 

Alresford 

J. Brown, Invergordon 
A. P. Burgon, Haverhill 
O. A. Ducksbury, Lancaster 

E. R Edwards, B. of A. 

F. W. Garnett, c.b.e., 

Windermere 
M. T. Giblin, Rochdale 
J. Gibson, Dundee 
W. W. Goldsmith, Hitchin 
*W. Harris, lc.v d. (T8-T9) 
*R. C. G. Hancock, Capt. 

R.A V.C. (8.R.) 

T. F. Hog ben, Canterbury 
A. P. Logan, Ballyclare 

D. MacGregor, Preston 
W. F. Maynard, Romsey 

C. Morgan, N^ningtoo, 

Dover 

*J. J. O’Brien, Claremorris 
(1918 19) 

J. Peddie, Auchterhouse 


P. Perkins, Hastings 
J. F. Player, Capt. 

T. S. Price, London 
J. M. Richard son, m.o m Maj. 
J. R. Rider, Lieut. 

J. W. Rider, Beamish* 

E. Ringer, Leamington Spa 
M. Robinson, Barnsley 

A. J. Sewell, London 
W. L Sheffield, Capt. 

J. H Shepherd, Guildford 

F. Smith, K.C.M.B., G.B.. 

Maj. Geo. 
P. W. Dayer Smith, M^j. 
J. Sommerville, Capt. 

A. Spreull, d. 8.0 , Maj. 

C. H. Spurgeon, Petworth 
W. P. Stableforth, Honiton 
W. P. Stokes, Capt. 

J. C. Storie, Capt. 

M. C. Tail by, Birmingham 

F. J. Taylor, Major 
J. L. Taylor, Capt. 

H. C. Taylor, Capt. 

F. Thompson, Morecambe 
H. A. Thorne, Capt. 

F. T. Trewin, Watford 

R. C. Trigger, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 

W. Trigger, „ 

J. B. Tutt, Winchester 
J. Varuey, Winslow 
W. J. Wagstaffe, Macclesf’d 
F. M. Wallis, Halstead 
W. D. Wallis, Barnet 

D. Weir, Capt. 

E. A. West, London 
J. Willett, London 

S. A. Winkup, Montgom’y 
J. S. Wood, Capt. 

J. Woodger, Chiswick 
J. M. Whyte, Capt. 

T. W. W. Wright, Capt. 

T. D. Young, O.B.X., Lt.-Col. 

149 2 0 
91 5 0 


£240 7 0 

J. L. Perry, Cardiff 
R. L. Phillips, Loughb’gh 
H. C. Reeks, Spalding 
A. Renfrew, B’dway, Wore. 

F. J. Richmond. Oldham 
C. Roberts, Tunb’dge Wells 
H. H. Roberts, Leatherh'd 
J. B. Rooertson, Lancaster 
F. G. Samson, Mitcham 
T. E. Smith, Market Kasen 
M. E. White, Petersfield 
B Wooster, H. Wycombe 
P. Wilson, Lanark 

£37 16 0 


The following Officers of 
r.a.v.c., each £1 Is. 

J. J. Aitken, d.s.o., Lt-CoL 
R. G. Anderson, Maj. 

Wm. Anderson, Capt. 

J. O. Andrews, D.8.O., Maj. 
W. J. Bam bridge, Capt. 

A. Barr, Capt. 

D. J. Barry, Major 

E. B. Bartlett, Lt.-CoL 
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G. H. Bennett, Capt. 

R. F. Bett, Major 

Q. W. Bloxsome, Capt. 

D. Blythe, Capt. 

D. Bolton, A/Col. 

H. Bone, m.c., A/Maj» 

A. Bostock, Major 

J. A. Brew, Capt. 

E. H. Brogan, Capt. 

E. Brown, d.s.o., Lt.-Col. 

G. T. F. Budge, Capt. 

E. J. Burndred, M.c., Capt. 
J. Conner, Capt. 

H. Cooper, Capt. 

J. M. Culhane, Capt. 

G. W. Davidson, Capt. 

D. G. Davies, Capt. 

J. M. Dawson, m.c., Capt. 

H. C. Dibben, Lt-Col. 

W. A. Dickinson, Capt. 

A. F Dykes, Capt. 

F. Eassie, c.m.g.. d.s.o., Col. 
J. Edgar, Capt. 

F. Fail, Major 
T. J. Faithfull, Major 
T. A. M. Finch, Capt. 

O. S. Fisher, Lt.-Col. 

W. L. Flanagan, Capt. 

R. J. Forrest, Capt. 

H. Fraser, Capt. 

J. G. E. Gallie, Capt. 

H. Gamble, Lt.-Col. 

F. C. Gavin, d.s.o., Major | 

J. C. Gaunt, Capt. | 

H. E. Gibbs, d.s.o., Major 

E. S. Gillett, c.i.B., Major 
J. Going, Capt. 

R. A. Gooderidge, Major 

G. Gordon, Capt. 

J. K. Grainger, Major 

D. C. Greene. Capt. 

H. Green fiela, Major 

J. J. Griffith, d.s.o., Lt.-Col. 
W. Halstead, Capt. 

W. Harley, Capt. 

C. B. M. Harris, d.s.o., 

Lt.-Col. 

W. H. Heaney, Capt. 

E. P. Hearne, Major 

R. H. C. Higgins, Major 

S. E. Hill, Capt. 

F. Hogg, Capt. 

J. J. Hilliard, Mqor 

R. H. Holmes, c.m.g Lt.-C. 

R. P. Holmes,! Capt. 

H. J. Holness, D.8.O., Major 

A. L. Horner, m c., Major 

F. F. Horton, Capt. 

P. Howard, Capt 
W. B. Howe, Capt. 

S. Hunter, Capt. 

P. D. Huston, Capt. 

W. H. James, d.s.o., Major 

B. A. Jarvis, Capt 
W. A. Jelbart, Lt. Col. 

J. H. G. Jerrom, Capt. 

C. H. H. Jolliffe, Major 

T. H. Kellett, Capt 
L. J. Kelly, Capt. 

J. J. G. Keppel, Capt. 

H. Kirby, d.s.o., Major 
R. H. Knowles, Capt. 

A. G. E. Lalor, Capt 
E. W. Lardner, Col. 


A. S. Lawrie, Major 

T. J. Lewis, Capt. 

R. S. Little, Capt. 

C. K. Lomas, Capt. 

H. J. Lowe, Capt. 

W. C. Lowe, Major 

D. Macdonald, Major 

J. A. B. McGowan, Lt-Col. 
W J. E. Mackenzie, m.c., 
Capt. 

S. W. Marriott, Capt. 

E. E. Martin, c.m.g., Col. 
R. C. Matthews, d.so., Mnj. 
F W. Melhuish, Major 

R. W. Mellard, d.s.o., Maj 
H. V. M. Metivier, Capt. 

R. W. M. Mettam, Lieut. 

F. C. Minett, Capt. 

W. M. Mitchell, m.c., Capt. 

G. Moir, Capt. 

A. Monro, Capt. 

J. Moore, c.b., c.m.g., 

Maj.-Gen. 

R. C. Moore, Capt. 

A. D. Morgan, Capt. 

W. F. Morton, Capt. 

C. A. Murray, Major 
W. R. Neale, Major 

A. C. Newsom, c.m.g., Col. 

A. V. Nicholas, Capt. 

B. J. W. Nicholas, Capt. 

E. Nicholson, Capt. 

W. H. Nicol, Lt.-Col. 

C. S. Northcott, Capt. 

J. O’Carroll, Capt. 

T. O’Connor, Capt. 

A. Olver, c.m.g., Col. 

A. O’Neill, Capt. 

F. C. O’Rorke, c.m.g., Maj. 

D. E Orr, Capt. 

S. F. G. Tallin, d.s.o., Lt.-Cl. 
W. A. Tallin, d.s.o., Col. 

E. S. W. Teatt, Capt. 

C. W. Terrin, Capt. 

J. J. Tlunkett, Capt. 

J. E. Torrett, Capt. 

R. Torteous, Major 
R. K. Torteous, Capt. 

F. S. Trobyn, Major 

A. A. Fryer, d.s.o , Mayor 
J. W. Rainey, o.b.e., Lt.-Cl, 

R. W. Raymond, Lt-Col. 

G. Rees-Mogg, Major 
J. Richardson, Capt. 

S. R. Rippon, Capt. 

G. A. Roberts, Capt 

H. C. Rockett, Capt 

T. W. Rudd, Col. 

C. Rutherford, c.b., c.m.g., 
C. J. .C Ryan, Capt. [Col. 
H. T. Ryan, d.s.o., Major 
W. E. Schofield, Lt.-Col. 
Richard Scott, Capt 
A. J. Sellers, Capt. 

E. J. B. Sewell, Capt. 

L. D. D. Sewell, Capt. 

G. K. Shaw, Capt. 

C. F. Shawcrose, Capt. 

T. L. Shea, Major 
W. Shipley, Capt. 

A. Smith, i.c.v.d., Lt. Col. 
J. M. Smith, Capt. 

W. D. Smith, c.m.g., d.s.o., 
A/Col. 


J. J. M. Soutar, Capt 
C. E. Steel, Lt.-Col. 

L. L. Steel, Capt. 

J. R. Steevenson, d.s.o., 

C. M. Stewart, Capt. [Maj. 

H. A. Stewart, Major 
R. J. Stow, Capt.) 

A. N. M. Swanston, Major 
J. J. B. Tapley, d.s.o., 

T.,T. Taylor, Capt. [Lt.-Cl. 
W. H. Taylor, Major 

H. Thomson, c.b., Maj.-Gl. 

G. Tillyard, Major 
R. Tindle, Major 


A. G. Todd, D.8.0., Lt-Col. 

C. H. S. Townsend, m.c., 

F. J. Turner, Capt. [Capt. 
F. R. Turner, Capt. 

L. M. Verney, d.s.o., Major 
W. H. Walker, d.s.o., Maj. 

E. Wallace, Capt. 

W. S. Walker, Capt. 

M. F. Walsh, Major 

F. J. Weir, Capt. 

A. J. Williams, Lt.-Col. 

D. R. Williamson, Msyor 

G. Williamson, Major 


J. E. Young, Capt 

£189 0 O 
Brt. down 37 16 O 

Previously acknowledged 240 7 O 
£467 3 0 


DERBYSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

The quarterly meeting of the Association was held at 
Derby, on Tuesday, January 14. The President Mr. A. 
Levie, Derby, occupied the chair, and there were also 
present: Messrs. J. T. Abell, Derby; G. Howe, Buxton ; 
E. Marrison, Bakewell: T. H. L. Duckworth, Ash¬ 
bourne : J. C. DeVille, Uttoxeter; C. Barnes, Cheadle ; 
and F. T. Prince, Ashbourne, Hon. Secretary. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

Mr. A. Levib. 

The President, in his opening address, said he very 
much appreciated the honour of being elected the first 
President of the Association. He looked upon the 
duties as onerous, because they were faced with an im¬ 
portant programme from which they hoped good would 
result not only to the members individually, but to the 
profession as a whole. In the period of reconstruction 
upon which the country was entering, it behoved the 
veterinary surgeon to look after his own interests and 
see that he was not left behind in the race for social and 
economic betterment. Their efforts must be directed to 
progress through reform, and if they were to attain 
their ideals and raise the social status of their pro¬ 
fession they must take a united stand on all matters in 
which their interests were challenged or involved. They 
must in word and in deed act up to their famous motto, 
“Strengthened by unity.” To do this, they must set aside 
all petty professional jealousies which might exist. They 
must discuss more freely their professional affairs, in¬ 
terest themselves in public administrative work, secure 
representation on local bodies, and there voice the claims 
of the profession to official recognition whenever oppor¬ 
tunity occurred. Especially must they be watchful of 
the medical profession, or at least that branch of it that 
was devoted to public health. Medical Officers were no 
friends of the veterinary profession, or they would not 
allow important offices, in which a veterinary training 
was essential, to be filled by laymen. In the department 
of Public Health, doctors endeavoured to thwart the 
upward movement of the veterinary profession by 
throwing obstacles in the way. Medical officers must 
be taught to mind their own business and to understand 
that veterinary surgeons, with a long College training, 
were quite capable of dealing with their own affairs 
without outside interference. Therefore they must see 
that veterinary appointments under Corporations and 
County Councils were held by duly qualified veterinary 
surgeons who would not be required to play second 
fiddle to the medical officer of health, but who would 
have full control of their own department. If they were 


January 25, 1919 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


261 


all united, he was quite satisfied that they could obtain 
that object. That was the line of progress which the 
Derbyshire Association intended to follow, and he ap¬ 
pealed to the profession as a whole to support them in 
their endeavour to secure the recognition to which he 
believed they were entitled. 

Fees for Examination. 

Several members referred to the questi n of a uniform 
fee for the examination of horses for soundness, and 
expressed the view that united action was necessary in 
their mutual interest 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Duck¬ 
worth, seconded by Mr. Marrison, and carried unani¬ 
mously : “ That the minimum fee for examination as to 
soundness, with or without a certificate, should be one 
guinea, and that mileage should be charged extra .” 

Practitioners’ Accounts. 

The President said it would-be a good thing if prac¬ 
titioners would notify each other of persons who ran up 
accounts that they never intended to pay. Some un¬ 
scrupulous people got into one man’s debt and then 
changed to another veterinary surgeon. He thought a 
central bureau where information on that point could 
be obtained would be a very good thing. Practitioners 
were generally disposed to help the really poor man, 
whose only horse, on which he depended for his living, 
needed attention, but that was very different from the 
case of a man who was well able to pay but who pre¬ 
ferred to get into debt. 

With regard to the sending out of accounts, it had 
been the practice of some of them in the past to send 
them out in detail, whilst others had simply charged a 
lump sum. He invited members who adopted the 
latter course to give the meeting the benefit of their 
experience. 

Mr. Duckworth said he now sent out his bills, “To 
professional attendance from such a date to such a date.” 
“Professional attendance and medicine” was his usual 
formula, and only once this last year had he been asked 
for details. He then supplied the details, but without 
mentioning any prices. 

Mr. Deville said his experience was equally satis¬ 
factory. 

Mr. Abell said he charged his clients a lump sum and 
had never had any complaint. 

Mr. Marrison said that except in one or two special 
cases he had never given details in his accounts for 
sixteen years. 

Agricultural Shows and Medicine Vendors. 

Mr. Duckworth raised the question of veterinary 
surgeons accepting honorary appointments at local agri¬ 
cultural shows where quack medicine vendors were 
allowed to pitch their stands. He considered it was an 
insult to ask a veterinary surgeon to give his time at a 
show at which patent medicines, which undercut the 
profession, were freely sold. 

Other members shared Mr. Duckworth’s views, and 
the suggestion was made that in such cases veterinary 
surgeons should insist on charging a fee. 

Mr. Deville thought it would be difficult to take 
such a stand in a very small town, where practically all 
the local exhibitors were one’s own clients. 

The President said this was a point on which they 
could only hope to succeed by unity of action. He be¬ 
lieved that if veterinary surgeons everywhere were 
agreed they would carry the day. 

On the motion of Mr. Duckworth, seconded by Mr. 
Howe, the following resolution was unanimously car¬ 
ried : “ That at forthcoming shows veterinaiy surgeons 
refuse to act in an honorary capacity if medicine vendors 
are allowed to have stands, and that in such cases a 


reasonable fee be charged.” It was further resolved to 
send a copy of this resolution to other Veterinary 
Associations throughout the country. 

Dates of meetings. It was agreed that the meetings 
of the Association be held on the first Tuesday in the 
months of January, April, July, and October, at the St. 
James’ Hotel, Derby, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 

F. T. Prince, Hon. Sec. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 

A meeting of the Council of the Fund was held at 10 
Red Lion Souare, London, W.C., on Thursday, Jan. 9th., 
when the following members were in attendance :—Mr. 
S. H. Slocock, President, in the Chair ; Messrs. E. W. 
Baker, G. A. Banham, T. S. Price, R. C. Trigger, E. A. 
West, G. H. Wooldridge, J. Willett, and P. J. L. Kelland. 
Hon. Secretary. Apologies for absence were received 
from Messrs. Dunstan, Gooch, McIntosh, and Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read, and confirmed. 

Hon. Secretaries’ Report. 

Since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
new Subscriptions and Donations have wen received:— 



£ 

s. 

d. 

G. H. Broad 


10 

6 

L. J. Blenkinsop, Maj.-Gen. 

1 

0 

0 

H. Burrell, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

C. J. Clibborn, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

C. H. Cordy, Capt. 

2 

2 

0 

J. Davidson 

1 

1 

0 

W. P. S. Edwards, Capt. 

1 

0 

0 

F. Eassie, Col 


10 

6 

H. Gamble, Lt.-Col. 

1 

0 

0 

C. E. Huston, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

J. Harrison, Maj. 

1 

1 

0 

T. Hodgins, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

R. C. J. Hancock, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

C. Holland, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

H. H. Lord, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

J. M. Lund, Capt. 


10 

6 

J. A. B. McGowan, Lt.-Col. 


10 

0 

W. H. McDougall, Lt.-Col. 

1 

0 

0 

L. H. Macqueen, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

J. Nicholas, Lt.-Col. 

1 

1 

0 

J. W. Nolan 

1 

1 

0 

North Midland V.M.A. 

2 

2 

0 

J. J. O’Carroll, Capt. 

2 

0 

0 

W. H. Priston, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

S. C. Rowbotham, Capt. 


10 

6 

J. C. Storie, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

T. H. Sherlock, Capt. 


10 

6 

F. J. Taylor, Maj. 


10 

6 

R. F. Wall, Capt. 

1 

1 

0 

Donations. 

Boltons Cinema 

11 

7 

6 

C. E. HuBton, Capt. 

4 

4 

0 

L. J. Blenkinsop, Maj.-Gen. 

P. J. O’Brien, Capt. 

4 

0 

0 

& 

0 

0 

Dublin Veterinary Students 

6 

0 

0 


Collecting Boxes. 


E. Whitley Baker 

12 

6 

A. M. Munro 

5 15 

2 

G. A. Banham 

10 

6 

J. H. Kelland 

10 

0 

W. F. Barrett 

1 

2 

F. L. Gooch 

10 

0 

J. L. Cormack 1 

10 

0 

S. H. Slocock 

10 

0 

J. W. Conchie 1 

14 

0 

J. <fc H. Sumuer 

1 0 

0 

E. R. Edwards 

7 

0 

J. Willett 

1 8 

0 

F. W. Garnett 

10 

0 

S. M. Woodward 

15 

0 
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The total number of new subscribers gained during 
the year is 66. The total amount received from collect- 
boxes is £20. 

Acting on the instructions of the Council at the Octo¬ 
ber meeting, the President and Treasurer increased the 
grants in twelve cases, involving a monthly increase in 
all of £9 4s. 2d. In case 41, a grant of 10/- per month 
was paid for three months, but a cheque has now been 
received from the recipient in repayment of the grant 
made, relief being no longer required. 

Following the example set by other Benevolent Socie¬ 
ties, the President and Treasurer decided to send out to 
each recipient on the books a Special Victory Bonus of 
£1. This was distributed before Christmas, and has 
been acknowledged in every case by the recipients with 
much gratitude. It is hoped that the Council will 
approve the action taken. 


On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Price, 
it was resolved : That the report be adopted, and that 
the action taken by the President and Treasurer be 
approved. 

Mr. Willett drew attention to the very gratifying 
result of the provision of collectng boxes, and expressed 
the hope that boxes would be taken by a larger number 
of members. 

Stephenson Request. The Solicitor reported the pro¬ 
gress made with the incorporation of the Society ? and 
he was requested to inform the Honorary Secretaries as 
soon as the incorporation was complete, in order that a 
special meeting should be called for the purpose of 
obtaining the necessary signatures to the Memorandum 
and Articles of Association, and for deciding as to 
investment of funds. 

Cases /or consideration. No. 7.—Application for 
grant towards son’s outfit. On the proposition of Prof. 
Wooldridge, seconded by Mr. Price, it was resolved: 
That a grant of £25 be made in this case, and that the 
sum of 5/- weekly, previously paid, be withdrawn. 

No. 43. On the proposition of Mr. Willett, seconded 
by Mr. West, it was resolved : That the applicant be 
informed that the Council cannot see their way to 
render assistance, in view of the fact that they have 
many more urgent cases on the books. 

No. 42. On the proposition of Mr. West, seconded by 
Prof. Wooldridge, it was resolved : That the applicant 
be informed that in view of more urgent calls on the 
funds, the Council is unable to accede to her request. 

P. J. L. Kelland, 1 
Fred Bullock, / 


Hon Secs. 


The R.A.V.O. Comforts Fund. 

Dear Sir,—The Committee, R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund, 
wishes to convey its grateful thanks to Mr. J. Ewing 
Johnston, M.B.E., and to Mr. F. W. Brittain for the mag¬ 
nificent cheque of £1000 sent in as a Christmas gift to 
the Fund. 

This is Belfast’s splendid reply to an appeal made by 
Col. R. H. Holmes, c.m.g., d.d.v.8 ., Ireland, on behalf of 
the Royal Army Veterinary Corps Comforts Fund. 

The Corps can hardly be sufficiently grateful to Mr. 
Ewing Johnston and Mr. Brittain for the wonderful 
organisation which has resulted in the production of 
this large sum. 

Substantial financial help has come from many pro¬ 
fessional men who were already up to the hilt in work 
—yet they have found both time and energy to produce 
the very excellent results which have at different times 
been announced in The Record . 

It is hoped to continue the Fund until demobilisation 
is complete.—Yours faithfully, 

E. A. Blenktnsop. 

29/7 Bramham Gardens, S.W. 

14th January. 


Subscriptions received since list published 
in “ The Veterinary Record ” Nov. 23rd, 1918. 


Mrs. Dibben, Blackheath 2 

Mrs. McGowan, Hove 1 

per M^j. Lornie,|R.A.v.c., No. 16 V. Hosp., 

from Regt. Fund 10 

David Wyllie, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

perCapt. D. Wyllie, r. a. v.c., from N.C.Os. 
and men of 1st Lond. Div. V. Hosp., 

Tunbridge Wells 2 

Mrs. Cochrane 1 

E. C. Orton, Maj. r.a v.c. 1 

G. Mayall, Esq (m) Bolton 

“ A Peace offering ” 1 

David Greene, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

S. Dawkins, Maj. r.a.v.c. 1 

A. W. Mason, Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. 1 

F. Airey, Capt. r.a.v.c. 

per Capt. Airey, r.a.v.c. : 320th Bde, r.f.a. 

Sgt. Anderson, r.a.v.c. 2/6 

» Sibley, „ 2/6 

„ Clark, „ 2/6 

„ Faulkner „ 2/6- 

per Capt. Airey, r.a.v.c. : 321st Bde. R.F.A. 

Sgt. Allsop, r.a v.c. 2/6 

„ Ford, „ 2/6 

„ Watson, „ 2/6 

„ Riches, „ 2/6- 

per Mrs. McKinna, from the Highfield 

Congl. Sewing Party, Huddersfield 1 

H. Greenfield, Maj. b.a.v.c. 1 

per Maj. H. Greenfield, r.a.v.c. : 

Capt. E. Sewell, r.a.v.c. £110 

„ J. J. Evans, „ 110 

„ F. D. Neal, „ 110—3 

H. G. Allen, Maj. r.a.v.c. 2 

Mrs. Dibben 

H. Jewell, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

D. V. Reed, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

per Lt.-Col. Walker, r.a.v.c., from Canteen 
Fund, No. 4 V. Hosp., B.E.F., France 10 
C. W. Townsend; Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 

H. D. Sparrow, Capt. r.a.v.c., O/C No. 6 

V.E.S., B.E.F. 1 


10 0 
1 O 

0 0 
1 0 


5 O 
1 O 
1 O 

0 O 
1 O 
1 O 
1 O 
10 6 


10 O 


10 O 

1 O 
1 0 


3 O 
0 0 
10 0 
1 O 
1 0 

0 0 
1 0 

0 0 


Parcels received since November 28rd. 

Mrs. Cowan : 20 mufflers, 10 pr. mitts. 

Mrs. Lawrie: 2 pr. gloves, 1 muffler, 1 helmet 
Mrs. Porteous : 1 mufflers. Mrs. Villar 1 muffler 
Mrs. Harris, St. Alban’s Work Party : 22 mufflers, 4 pr. 
Mrs. Prichard : 7 mufflers, 1 pr. mitts, [mitts, 1 pr. cuffs 
Mrs. Garnett: 17 mufflers, 20 pr. socks, 2 pr. gloves' 

Mrs. Mosley : 1 muffler, 1 pr. gloves 

Mrs. Malcolm Gordon : 13 mufflers, 3 pr. mitts. 

Mrs. Kirby : 4 mufflers. Mrs. Kay Lees: 18 pks. cards 
Mrs. Perry : 12 pks. cards. Mrs. Cockrane : 5 pks. cards 
Mrs. McGowan : 2 pks. cards, 2 games 
Mrs. Blenkinsop : 10 pks. cards 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 

A Meeting of the Governors of the Glasgow Veter¬ 
inary College was held within the Secretary’s office. 106 
Saint Vincent St., Glasgow, on Wednesday, 15th lnst^, 
at 3 p.m., Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart, Bart, c.b. in the 
Chair. 

The following appointments to the Board of Governors 
were reported:— 

(1) By the County Council of Dumbarton— 

Capt. Alan Burns. 
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(2) By the Connty Council of Renfrew— 

Messrs. Matthew Bowie, William Marshall, 
A. A. Hagart Spiers of Elderslie, John 
Stewart, and John Wilkinson. 

(3) By the School Board of Glasgow— 

Mr. Thomas O’Hare, b.l. 

(4) By the Glasgow Agricultural Society— 

Mr. William Strang. 

Mr. Hugh Duncan, the Secretary, intimated that the 
contributions received by him to date to the Sheep 
Diseases Investigation Fund amounted to £487 5s. Id., 
and that Prof. Geiger was assiduously devoting himself 
to Research Work in connection the matter. 

It was further reported that a number of former 
students had already been demobilised from the Army, 
and that it was expected there would be a large increase 
in the number of students in a short time. 


COCCIDIOSIS IN THE RABBIT. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—The letter from Mr. J. B. Buxton which appears 
in The Vetkin nary Record of the 18th inst., in reply to 
mine in the previous issue, calls for a short rejoinder. 

Mr. Buxton apparently wishes your readers to believe 
that the statements which he made at the meeting of 
the Central Veterinary Society conflict only with pecu¬ 
liar views held by myself, and that he has a good 
defence for what he said if he only cared to make it. 
That attitude, however, is not consistent with honesty 
and a knowledge of the subject. 

I have not put forward any peculiar or special views 
concerning coccidiosis in the rabbit, either as regards 
the life history of the parasite or the lesions which it 
causes. The mis-statements made by Mr. Buxton related 
to matters about which there is no difference of opinion 
among protozoologists and pathologists at the present 
day. I am, Sir, 

Ryl. Vet. Coll., Your obedient servant, 

21st January. J. M‘Fadyean. 


Test for mentally inert at the 
University of Columbia, U.S.A. 

A selective draft system for eliminating the mentally 
inert from entrance into Columbia University has been 
decided upon by the University Faculty. Hereafter, 
psychological tests based on the Binet formula, modified 
by tests of the American War Department, will be en¬ 
forced upon all applicants for matriculation, thus pro¬ 
viding room for other students who have the intellectual 
right to a university career. 

This experiment is a development of the excellent re¬ 
sults obtained by the American Army in applying psy¬ 
chological tests in officers’ training schools to determine 
whether applicants with book learning also had the 
mental qualities necessary for occupying commanding 
positions. Prof. Jones, head of the department of ad¬ 
missions to Columbia, explains : 

44 Examinations will be held as formerly, but in the 
opinion of the Faculty, many who can comply with the 
traditional requirements of admission do not make good 
university material, and such applicants we hope to ex¬ 
clude. It has been found that many students in the 
preparatory schools could be coached to pass university 
entrance examinations, but some of them had not the 
mental capacity for further profitable education It. is 
better for th^nri and for the University that they should 
•tay out and get into a more suitable environment, where 
they can make something of themselves.”— The Times. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Qautte % 

War Office, Whitehall, Jan. 17. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 

Temp. Capt E. Armstrong relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health contracted on active service (Jan. 18), 
and retains the rank of Capt. 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Jan. 18. 

Temp. Capt. T. G. Heatley to be actg. Maj. while comdg. 
a Vety. Hosp. (Dec. 14, 1918). 

4 Jan. 22. 

The initials of Lt.-Col. C. B. M. Harris, d.s.o., f.r.c.v.s., 
are as now described, and not as in Gazette of Jan. 4. 

Capt. J. C. S. Powell relinquishes his commn. on acct. of 
ill-health contracted on active service (Jan. 23), and 
retains the rank of Capt. 


Diseased Army Horses. 

Mr. Hawk called attention to the fact that a larere 
number of army horses were being brought into th* 
county (Cornwall) carrying with them sundry diseases, 
including mange of the very worst type and glanders. 
Precautions had been taken in the county under the 
direction of the Army Veterinary Department by spray¬ 
ing horses at a very great cost, and it waR hoped in that 
way to prevent the spread of the diseases. But they 
had no guarantee with regard to 44 cast” horses, and even 
if they had, he believed it was admitted they must 
bring some disease with them. It could therefore be 
seen the county was in great danger, and, indeed, the 
country, of the spread of the diseases to home horses. 
What steps could be taken by the committee ? The 
best sanitary measures should be employed at hostelries 
and other places where horses congregated. He feared 
a serious outbreak in the county, aud they must take 
time by the forelock. 

The Chairman : Someone would be liable for bringing 
diseased horses into the county. The best thing is to 
prevent such animals coming in. 

Mr. Hawk said that as far as he could ascertain no 
precautions were taken, but even if they were, and the 
disease suppressed for a time, the most astute veterinary 
might be unable to detect it while it was suppressed, 
and yet it broke out again. So if they had a guarantee, 
which they had not, it would not guard against the 
danger they were faced with. 

Mr. Ban field said if the disease was properly cured 
it did not come on again. 

Mr. Hawk said they saw these horses marked a, b, c, 
or d, and those marked 44 d ” were to be destroyed for 
food. If anything was to be done in Cornwall theirs 
was the committee to do it. 

Mr. A. Cox thought the only step would be to 
examine horses before they were sold, to treat them if 
they required treatment, and not to sell them until they 
were fit. Surely that authority could refuse to allow 
horses to be sold if a veterinary certified them to be 
suffering from disease. 

It was stated that the committee had no power to 
prevent diseased animals being sold, and the clerk (Mr. 
Cowlard) said the Army authorities sold the horses 
just as they were, under no guarantee. If anyone was 
buying a horse he shonld have it examined by a veter¬ 
inary before purchase. 

Mr. Hawk was empowered to take any suitable steps 
in the matter, and to act with Mr. Banfield in an 
expenditure up to £50. 

Mr. Cox suggested that the Board of Agriculture 
should be asked to communicate with the Army 
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authorities to prevent diseased animals being sent out, 
but this was not adopted. It was, however, agreed to 
distribute among farmers and dealers copies of a Board 
of Agriculture circular dealing with the treatment of 
disease.— Western Morning News , January 16. 


OBITUARY. 

P. Woodroffe Hill, m.r.c.v.s., St. Leonards. 

Graduated, Lond : May, 1894. 

Mr. Hill died at Southend-on-Sea, on January 6th, 
aged 46. 

James Cleveland, m.r.c.v.s., Bungay, Suffolk. 

Lond : March, 1874. 

Death occurred 18th Jan., at the age of 66. 

William Little, m.r.c.v.s., Wainfleet, Lines 

Edin : April, 1866. 
Mr. Little passed away January 13, at 72 years of age 

W. R. Owen Williams, m.r.c.v.s., G.V.O. Salisbury. 
Rhodesia. L’pool: July, 1910, 

Died 16th December, 1918, from pneumonia following 
Influenza. 

Dear Sir,—It is with the greatest regret that I have 
to advise the death, at the early age of 32, of Mr. W. R. 
O. Williams, m.r c.v.s. of the Rhodesia Veterinary Staff. 

Mr. Williams died on the 16th inst., from Pneumonia 
and heart failure resulting from an attack of Spanish 
Influenza. He was a son of Prof. Owen Williams, 
Veterinary School, Liverpool University, and a grand¬ 
son of Principal Williams, New Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh. 

I enclose a cutting from the Rhodesia Herald to 
which it is unnecessary to add except to say that he is a 
great loss to the profession and to Rhodesia. 

Yours faithfully, 

Salisbury, G. M. Sinclair, 

21st November, 1918. Chief Veterinary Surgeon. 


“It will be recalled that Mr. Williams left Salisbury 
on October 31st for the purpose of inoculating railway 
employees on the Salisbury-Livingstone section of the 
B. and M. and Rhodesia Railways and was taken ill at 
Gwelo. For several Jays past the news concerning Mr. 
Williams has been to the effect that he was seriously ill, 
and doubts were entertained as to his recovery. It was 
hoped on Friday, that he would have strength to resist 
the malady, owing to his robust constitution, despite a 


message that only the slightest hopes were entertained 
of his life. 

The late Mr. Williams was the District Veterinary 
Surgeon, Salisbury, having joined the Department of 
Agriculture in December, 1910. He was a brilliant 
member of his profession and was exceedingly popular, 
both among his confreres, and among the farming com¬ 
munity ; he never spared himself when engaged in the 
arduous work connected with his office. In Salisbury 
he was a well-known figure and won the esteem of all 
who knew him by many kindly acts and sound advice 
on all matters upon which he was consulted. When the 
recent influenza epidemic broke out in Salisbury he was 
among the first to offer his services, and performed 
yeoman work at the Drill Hall in the first sad days. 
Afterwards he volunteered to assist in the work under¬ 
taken by other devoted citizens at the lazaretto, and in 
company with the late Mr. Ferguson-Mackeown, he 
knew no fatigue in his endeavours to alleviate the 
sufferings of the unfortunate natives stricken with 
pneumonia. At the end of Ocfober, with an improved 
position at the lazaretto, he willingly accepted this 
mission to tour the Salisbury-Livingstone section of the 
railways to inoculate the employees against the dread 
pneumonia. When he left Salisbury he was not in the 
best of health, but with his usual bright and hopeful 
temperament he ignored the signs concerning his own 
health, being only too ready to suffer himself if he could 
ensure the health of others. So he reached Gwelo, 
when he was taken ill and was obliged to enter hospital. 
He died on Saturday, 16th November. As was said of 
the late Mr. Mackeown, so it can be said of Mr. 
Williams, that he laid down his life as the result of 
unselfish devotion to the natives of Salisbury. With 
his passing Salisbury is the poorer, but the work he 
rendered will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Williams leaves a widow and two young children 
to mourn his loss. Mrs. Williams, we understand was 
called to Gwelo some days previously. We tender to 
the widow and her little ones, and to the deceased’s 
mother who is in Salisbury, as well as to his relatives 
generally, our heartfelt sympathy, and express the hope 
that they will gain some little consolation in their great 
trouble from the knowledge that he died from the 
malady contracted during his patient and devoted 
labours administering to the wants of others. 

May he rest in peace.— The * Rhodesia. Herald , Salis¬ 
bury, Monday, November 18th. 
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Teachers as Councilmen. 

From time to time members show a tendency to 
indulge in general disparagement of its Council; 
and signs of this vagary have appeared lately. In 
these outbursts we nearly always find strong ex¬ 
ception taken to the “ over representation ” of tbe 
schools upon the Council, accompanied by much 
derogatory criticism of tbe teacher-legislator. This 
sort of thing has never yet succeeded in removing 
the school element from the Council and it will not 
be to the benefit of the profession if it ever does. 

Even were it true—which it certainly is nofc- 
that teachers on the Council care for nothing beyond 
school and examination questions, they would still 
be indispensable. Matters which profoundly affect 
the future of the profession are quite as important 
as anything concerning its present; and the most 
aggressively “ energetic ” practitioner can hardly 
daim that he and his kind are so well fitted to deal 
with them as schoolmen. Again, the interests of 
different schools occasionally clash ; and it is there¬ 
fore desirable that each should have at least one 
representative. These reasons alone render a good 
school representation imperative; and schoolmen 
are of value to the Council on quite other grounds. 

Supposing that a teacher take a broad view of 
his responsibilities on the Council and a genuine 
interest in all branches of veterinary activity, what 
chance has he of estimating the necessities of the 
profession ? His detractors say “ He knows nothing 
about practitioners and their needs ” ; but who has 
greater opportunities of obtaining such knowledge 
than be ? He works in a large city, where be may 
meet many more veterinary surgeons than are to be 
met in any country district. Often his work— 
especially if he be a pathologist or a clinician, brings 
him into contact with veterinarians much farther 
afield. Often, also, he keeps in touch with many of 
his old students ; and this in time greatly extends 
his professional acquaintance. The truth is that 
hardly any man is so well able to gain a wide and 
intimate knowledge of the conditions and require¬ 
ments of the profession as a teacher, especially if 
in a large school. Compared with his opportunities, 
those possessed by the great majority of practition¬ 
ers are insignificant. Add to this the fact that 
teachers are usually men of more than average 
natural ability; and it is easy to understand their 
potency in the Council chamber. 

Even those who concern themselves only with 
their special subjects may do useful work in a 
restricted but important field. Those who think 
mors broadly—and most do, are among the most 
vatoable men on tbe Council. 


The Nominations. 

On page 269 is given the list of nominations to 
date, which includes the names of three!fresh can¬ 
didates—Messrs. J. Hill, W. Logan, J. Willett—all 
of whom may be classed as general practioners, and 
each best known in bis own locality. Both Capt. 
Hill and Major Logan are at present in khaki, but 
both hope to be at home again by the time of the 
election or very shortly after. 


A NOTE ON PIROPLASMOSIS OF 
THE DONKEY. 

Piroplasmosis of the donkey has been recorded as 
a disease which occurs in various parts of the 
world. In German East Africa it was recorded by 
“ Schellhase,” in 1914 (i). 

My experience of the disease has been confined 
to outbreaks dealt with in the North Nyasa district 
of Nyasaland and in the Neu Langenburg and 
Iringa districts of German East Afrioa. 

The disease appears to affect more severely the 
white “ Zanzibar ” donkey (the local descendant of 
Muscat donkey) and crosses of this breed with the 
native grey donkey. The latter breed shows a high 
degree of natural resistance, or at least a greater 
power of natural resistance, the immunity being 
aoquired after a natural infection. This resistance 
is probably due to the breed being more hardy in 
every way and better able to withstand the rough 
conditions of both food and climate met with in 
this country. 

In its most common form the disease runs a 
chronic course, and parasites are not plentiful in 
the peripheral blood. 

The parasites vary considerably in shape—anxr- 
boid, round, ring, and match like forms being noted 
at different times during the course of an acute 
attack. Pear shape parasites were rare. Occasion¬ 
ally parasites were seen in pairs, these being either 
leaf-shaped or match like forms. In several cases, 
where the parasites were joined at the extremity 
away from nucleus, a small granule of chromatin 
was seen at the point of junction. 

Tbe nucleus of the parasite, which is usually to¬ 
wards the periphery in the amoeboid, round, and 
ring forms is in these cases much smaller than in 
the pear and match-like varieties of parasite, where 
it consists of a darkly stained, irregularly rounded 
mass at one end of the parasite. In all the forms 
mentioned above, the cytoplasm has a reticulate 
structure. 

No cross forms have been noted in any of the 
smears taken during tbe course of any of tbe above. 
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mentioned outbreaks. In three cases of acute in- 
feotion free parasites were seen in the plasma, these 
being amoeboid and round forms. 

The number of parasites varies daily in smears 
taken in the peripheral blood, and often, even during 
the course of an acute attack, they may be absent. 
The heaviest infection noted was 4 p.c., this is, 
however, exceptionally high. The extent of the in- 
febtion has no relation to the gravity of the symp¬ 
toms. In the chronic cases the parasites are often 
difficult to find, there being, perhaps, not more than 
half a dozen in a smear. 

The smaller round forms of the parasite have the 
appearanos of cocci, it being difficult to differentiate 
the nuoleus from the cytoplasm. These forms are 
almost invariably placed towards the periphery of 
the blood corpuscles. 

In a number of cases the match-like forms with 
the darkly stained rounded nucleus at one end, 
were seen in various stages of longitudinal division, 
there being a portion of the nucleus in each seg¬ 
ment. A common variation of the match-like form 
is a parasite whose cytoplasm is splaved out in a 
fan-like manner from the nucleus. A few curved 
rod-like forms, that have been observed applied to 
the periphery of the corpuscle, also appear to be a 
variation of the match-like form. 

In one lot of eleven donkeys—one j n .ck and ten 
females, eight were found to be suffering from 
the disease and had parasites in the peripheral 
blood. All these animals were very emaciated, and 
one died from a secondary infection which resulted 
in death from pyemia. 

In another lot of eighty odd animals, a mixed 
troop of breeding animals and their off spring, up 
to two and three years olds, the disease in combina¬ 
tion with cyclostome infection caused a mortality of 
25 p.c. during the course of an observed period of 
two years. This outbreak was in a low-lving dis¬ 
trict near the shores of Lake Nvasa, where the 
greater part of the grazing area was marshy for six 
months of the year. 

Clinically the infected animals, in the cbrcnic 
form of the disease, show the symptoms of anaemia. 
The animal is dull, and loses all interest in its sur¬ 
roundings, the mucous membranes are pale, and 
there is gradual emaciation with progressive weak¬ 
ness. There is no febrile reaction ; a high tempera¬ 
ture in this form of the disease usually indicates 
some secondary disease. 

During an acute attack the mucous membranes 
may be at first slightly icteric, later petechiae be¬ 
come visible, and there is always a rise of tempera¬ 
ture to 104 or 105° F. with a quickened pulse. The 
The common complication is broncho-pneumonia, 
but others, such as pvaemia or septicemia mav follow 
minor injuries; and pregnant animals often abort. 

Piroplasmosis of itself appears rarclv to be an 
actual cause of death, but may reduce the victim’s 
power of resistance to such an extent that it suc¬ 
cumbs to any secondary infection. 

The period of convalescence is always very pro¬ 
longed in cases that have once become emaciated, 
and a great deal of attention to feeding and general 
hygiene is necess .iy if the animal is to have a fair 


chance to regain its former health. Many animals 
remain in poor condition, and one is unable to 
detect any other sign of ill-health. In such cases 
parasites may be found in the blood but not con¬ 
stantly, and when present there are so few that 
thev are not easily found. 

The best results in treatment have teen obtained 
by moving the animals to fresh grazing areas, pre¬ 
ferably to another district. Tick infection is, how¬ 
ever, the main point to consider in the prevention 
of the disease, and this can be dealt with by atten¬ 
tion to grooming and the application of dressings by 
hand. A number of the above-mentioned cases 
were treated by intravenous injections of “ Trypan- 
blau ”—a 2 p.c. solution in normal saline, without 
any apparent beneficial result, in doses up to 60 o,c. 

*J. A. Griffiths. 

Reference. —(i) Schellhase, W., “Ein Beitgag zur 
E>nntnis dor Piroplasmosi der Schafe und Esel.*’ 
Reitsch, “ Infectionskrank, parasit, Krank u. Hyg. 
d. Haust,” 1914, Fob., Vol. 15, No. 1 (Extracts by 
“Tropical Vety. Bulletin,” June, 1914). 


A PLEA FOR THE RE-INTRODUCTION 
OF THE TUBERCULOSIS ORDER. 

To those who are interested in the prevention of 
consumption or tuberculosis, an earnest desire is 
expressed that they will use all their powers to 
impress on those in authority, and particularly to 
approach their respective Members of Parliament 
of this Order as a by no means negligible effort 
in the prevention of the disease in mankind, and a 
step in the prevention of its spread among dairy 
cattle. 

Dr, Noel Bads worth, at the National Federation 
of Employees Approved Societies, spoke of the 
prevalence of tuberculosis, stating that more than 
any other form of illness this disease took its toll 
of workers in the prime of life. Some idea of the 
extent of the tuberculosis problem was conveyed by 
the fact that every year 60,000 deaths occurred from 
this disease, a number equal to the whole popula¬ 
tion of Oxford. At this moment there were com¬ 
puted to be a quarter of a million consumptives in 
the country, the larger proportion of whom were 
to be found among the working classes. Among 
the contributory causes of tuberculosis were mal¬ 
nutrition, sweated labour, impure milk, bad hous¬ 
ing, overcrowding, and ill-ventilated workshops and 
workrooms. 

Again, Dr. Mitchell, of Edinburgh, cites 72 con¬ 
secutive cases of tubercular cervical glands in child¬ 
ren, and of these 65 (90 p.c.) the organism isolated 
was of bovine origin, and in 7 (10 p.c.) the human 
tuberculosis bacillus. In all the oases of bovine 
tuberculosis the children were fed upon u'nsterilised 
cows’ milk. 

Dr. W. Savage, County M.O.H., Somerset, says 
that at least 10 p.c. of the market milk contains 
active, virulent tuberculosis, and that the percentage 
of tuberculosis in children due to milk is 20 p.c. 

This serious condition of affairs is quite com- 
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prehensible when one reads in the report of the 
Chief Veterinary Officer of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture for the year 1914, that from 1st May, 191:1, 
to 30th June, 1814, the returns show 5599 cases in 
England and Wales of tuberculosis with emaciation 
in all: this large number of wasters is a great loss 
to the agriculturists, and, of course, to the State. 
£\A further 1072 cases weie diagnosed in life to be 
giving tubercle-infected milk. On post-mortem 
examination tuberculosis of the udder whs found 
in 1000 cases. After a period of four aud a half 
years there must again he a number of animals 
that are daily giving off tubercle bacilli in their 
milk, infecting a certain proportion of children, 
whose chief article of diet is cows’ milk, and every 
endeavour should be made to place this food above 
suspicion. 

St. Albans. G. Elmes, f.r.c.v.s 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Pseudo-Tuberculosis of the Pig (Caseous 

Adenitis) and Visceral Pseudo-Tubercles. 

Caseous glandular lesions in the form of nodules 
or more rarely of visceral tubercles, which it is diffi¬ 
cult to distinguish from tuberculosis, are frequently 
found in the pig. Cbauss6e, in La llecueil cle 
Midecine V&tennaire of last year, published tiie fol¬ 
lowing account of these conditions. 

The author relates five cases of this nature, in 
which inoculation into guinea-pigs proved that the 
lesions were not bacillary, while the naked-eye ex¬ 
amination could give no certainty on the point. 
These observations enabled him to gain a more 
exact knowledge of the differential naked-eye char¬ 
acters of the two classes of lesions. 

One of these five observations is here given. A 
pig of fifteen months old, in excellent condition, had 
both the maxillary glands very slightly hypertro 
phied. In each of these glands, some fifty caseous 
points were found. They were hard, had no fibrous 
envelopes, were of a yellowish cream colour and 
from one to seven millimetres in thickness. The 
intermediary glandular tissue was grey, clearly dis¬ 
tinct from the lesions, in full vitality, and apparently 
normal. There were no other visceral lesions. 
When one of the “ pseudo-tubercles ” was crushed 
and microscopically examined, no tubercle bacilli 
were discovered. The inoculation of guinea pigs 
oonfirmed the non-tubercular nature of the con¬ 
dition. 

This example and the other cases reported by the 
author show that nodular caseous non-tubercular 
lesions of the lymphatic glands exist fairly fre¬ 
quently in the pig. Their differentiation from 
tuberculosis is not always easy, and is based upon 
the following characters. 

The non tubercular nodules are not regularly 
spherical, and have no fibrous envelope. Their 
caseation is complete and uniform, dry, and with 
calcification. Their colour is that of gum, or 
greenish. 

1a the lesions due to Koch's bacillus the nodular 


form is rare in the glands of the pig. Glandular 
tuberculosis is generally of the hypertrophic type, 
with complete or incomplete degeneration in the 
form of masses extended over the whole of the 
major part of the gland. If these tuberculous 
lesions are of some months standing, the viscera 
are usually affected hv generalisation; while in 
“pseudo-tuberculosis” they are generally intact. 
In one of the author’s ca^es of “ pseudo-tubercu- 
losis,” however, tubercles were found in the lung 
and the liver; but these were much harder and 
moie calcified than lesions due to the tubercle 
Bacillus. In casts in which tuberculosis and 
“pseudo-tuberculosis” co-exist the double diagnosis 
may be difficult; but to recognise the presence of 
tuberculosis is sufficient. 

The lesions of this “pseudo-tuberculosis” are 
easy to distinguish from parasitic tubercles of the 
liver—echinococci, and cysticerci. 

Not having been able to make the necessary 
cultivations and inoculation, the author has not 
investigated the cause of this porcine “pseudo¬ 
tuberculosis.” He regards the lesions as probably 
caseous sequestra, due to a previous benign infection 
of the digestive apparatus. His sole object in pub¬ 
lishing his article is to show that it is necessary in 
practice to know that these lesions exist, and to 
distinguish th< m from tuberculosis due to Koch's 
bacillus.—( Iievista die Iligiency Samdad Pecuarias). 

Fibroma of the Testicle in Domestic Animals* 

R. Galli, in II Nuovo Ercoluni of 1913, published 
an article on this subject which is of some interest 
from the great rarity of fibromata of the testicle in 
animals, and from the fact that it records three 
characteristic cases. 

The fibromata are benign tumours. They vary 
in size from that of a pea to a man’s fist, and pre¬ 
sent a small lobulated surface. They are movable 
and hard; and sometimes they are not uniform. 
Sections show a shining aspect, a compact texture, 
a white or yellowish colour, and a periphery whioh 
is rounded or has more or less pronounced excres¬ 
cences. There may he calcified or ossified zones in 
which the sectioning knife encounters great resist- 
eDce. On account of the compression caused by 
these tumours, the tissues constituting the scrotal 
diverticula tend to excoriation and ulceration. 
Fibromata grow slowly, and attain a great size. 
They sometimes undergo sarcomatous transforma¬ 
tion, and may then grow rapidly. 

Of the author’s three cases, the first was in an 
old ass, the second in a young ass, and the third in 
an old horse. Very clear and demonstrative micro¬ 
scopic preparations were obtained by staining sec¬ 
tions by Van Geissen’s method. In all the oases, 
the typical texture of the fibroma was observed.— 

(Revista de Higicne y samdad Pecuarias ). 


Broad—Norwood. On Tuesday, January 14th, at the 
Comsbrough Par^h Church, Dorothy Mary Norwood, elder 
daughter of Mr. W. Norwood, ii.R c.v.s., and Mrs. Norwood, 
of High Street, Coniebrough, was married to Capt. Gerald 
Herbert Broad, m.r.c.v s., r.a.v.c., elder son of Mr. Alfred 
Broad, r.a.c.v s., and Mrs. Broad, of Bt. John’s Wood, 
London. 
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Hopal College of 
tPeterinarp Surgeons. 

SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Special Meeting of Council was held at 10 lied Lion 
Square, London, W.C. 1, on Friday, January 24th, when 
the following members were present-.—Messrs. G. A. 
Banham, W. F. Barrett; Sir John M‘Fadyean ; Messrs. 
J. McKinna, T. S. Price; Prof. E. S. Shave ; Mr. S. H. 
Slocock. 

In the absence of the President, Mr. J. McKinna, 
Vice- President, was appointed to the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been pub¬ 
lished, were taken as read, and confirmed. 

Letters of apology for absence were received from 
Messrs. F. W. Garnett, W. J. Mulvey, Abson, Bradley, 
Gaiger, Lawson, Packman, Thomson, and Wilson. 

Bye-Laws. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Sir John 
M'ffadyean, It was resolved: That the following addi- 
fiosi to Bye-law 61, passed at the Special Meeting of 
Council on the 10th January, be confirmed : 

After the first clause to add the words, “together 
with a copy of his birth certificate.” 

“In any special circumstances arising in connection 
with the war. exemptions or other concessions may be 

S anted by tne Council en the recommendation of the 
xamination Committee to any person who has served 
in His Majesty’s Forces since the 3rd day of August, 
1914 ." 

On the proposition of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Prof. 
Shave, it wee resolved: That the following alteration to 
Bye-law 62a, passed at the Special Meeting of Council 
hud on January 10th, be confirmed: 

(l) A student who has obtained a degree in Arts, 
Science, or Medicine, or a degree or diploma in Agricul¬ 
ture nan ted by a University situate within the United 
Kingac m. or by any other body whose degree or diploma 
in Agriculture is approved for the time being by the 
Council, on the recommendation of the Examination 
Committee, or the Diploma of Licentiate of one of the 
Royal Colleges of Surgeons, or of one of the Royal Col¬ 
leges of Physicians, and who in procuring such degree 
or diploma passed an examination in Chemistry and also 
ia Biology, Zoology, or Botany, shall be exempted from 
the A or first professional examination, and the bye-laws 
and regulations in respect thereof, and shall be entitled 
In all respects to the rights and privileges which the 
passing of such examination ordinarily confers, provided 
always that such student so exempted shall be examined 
in the whole subject of Anatomy in the Class B exam¬ 
ination. 

(2) A student possessing a degree or diploma of a like 
import or denomination to one of those enumerated in 
paragraph (1) hereof, but granted by a University or 
other examining or licensing authority other than those 
mentioned in paragraph (1) shall, if the Council declare 
its sufficiency for exemption, thereupon become entitled 
is ail inspects to such exemptions, rights and privileges 
as are defined in paragraph (1) of this bye-law. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Mr. Price, 
it was resolved: That the Seal of the College be attached 
the above alterations to Bye-laws. 

Report of Examination Committee. 

The following report of the Examination Committee 
held earlier in the day was received and adopted 


Chairman. In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. 
Slocock was appointed to the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
approved by the Council, were taken as read, and 
confirmed. 

Preliminary Examinations. The following applica¬ 
tions for exemptions were received :— 

1767. H. Davies. Private, Agricultural Coy., 2 years’ 
service. College of Preceptors Junior, Sept., 1916— 
English, Maths., Welsh ; June, 1916—Geography, Latin. 

1768. W. H. W. Baird. Lieutenant, years’ ser¬ 
vice, Scottish Leaving Certificate (except Latin). Tes¬ 
timonial from Headmaster. 

1769. E. J. Mullane. Pilot, R.A.F., l£ years’ ser¬ 
vice. Testimonial from Headmaster. 

1770. J. R. Morison. Sergt. a.o.f., l£ years’ service. 
Mentioned in Orders. Discharged unfit Testimonial 
from Headmaster. 

1772. E. E. Scott. Lieut. (Hon.) r.a.v.c m 4 years’ 
service. Testimonials from Col. Rainey, Capt. Metton, 
and Headmaster. 

1773. G. Frazer. Private, 2j years’ service. Scotch 
Educ. Dept. Intermediate (English, Maths., French, 
Science, Drawing). Testimonial from Headmaster. 

1774. E. Hazelton. Trooper, 5th Reserve Cavalry, 
2i years’ service. 

1778. D. J. Anthony. Lieut. Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 
3 years’ service. 

1779. O. C. Rogers. Bombardier, r.g.a., 3j years’ 
service. 

It was resolved to recommend: That the applications 
be acceded to; but that in cases 1774, 1778, 1779, the 
exemption be conditional upon the production of a satis¬ 
factory testimonial as to general edneation. 

Special Cases. 

1776. R. M. C. Gunn. Staff Farrier Sergt. R.iuS.c., 
3 years’ service. B.Sc. Agriculture (Sydney), applies for 
exemption from Prelim, and part of First years’ course. 

1777. A. F. Flood. Sergt a.a.v.c., 4 years’ service. 
Diploma in Agriculture, Dookie Agric Coll., Australia. 
Testimonial from Headmaster of Westminster City 
School. Applies for exemption from Prelim, and also 
from part of First year’s course. 

It was resolved to recommeud : That Mr. R. M. C. 
Gomm and Mr. A. F. Flood be exempted from the Pre¬ 
liminary examination, and also from the first professional 
examination, on the understanding that the whole sub¬ 
ject of Anatomy be taken at the Class B examination. 

Applications from demobilised Veterinary Students . 

I A. Houston. Class B student. Passed A Dec., 1916, 
without Anatomy. Applies to take Class B in July, 

1 1919, together with Junior Anatomy. 

EL D. Sewell. Lieut. W. Yorks Regt., 4j years’ 
service. Failed D for fourth time, Dec., 1908. Applies 
to be allowed to return and take D examination in July, 
19t9. 

A. A. Evans. Class C student. Applies to take C, 
July, 1919. 

The above applications were acceded to. 

Class B Students. Applications were received from 
several students in Class B, who bad been recently de¬ 
mobilised, for permission to take the Class B examina¬ 
tion in July, 1919. 

It was resolved to recommend : That the applications 
be acceded to. 

Women Students. An application was submitted from 
Miss E. G. Knight (Diploma in Agriculture Beaming), 
for admission to the examinations for the Diploma of 
M.R.C.V.S. 

It was resolved : That the Secretary be instructed to 
inform the applicant that the College does not pomes 
the power to admit women to the examinations for the 
diploma of Membership. 
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Colonial Graduate . An application was received from 
Capt. J. B. Leitcb, for exemption from Classes A, B and 
C, and to be admitted to the Final examination after 
attendance for one session at an affiliated Veterinary 
College. Capt. Leitch holds a Diploma of Bachelor in 
Veterinary Science of the University of Melbourne, and 
served as veterinary Officer in the South African War, 
1900-1902, and again in the European War, 1915-19. 

It was resolved to recommend : That the application 
be acceded to. 


Parliamentary Bills. j 

The Secretary was authorised to enter into a contractI 
with Messrs. Wyman and Son for a supply of all public 
Bills submitted to Parliament at an annual cost of 
£4 10s., and also to make arrangements with Messrs. 
Sherwood for the inspection of all private Bills, and the 
report to this College of any matters of interest to the 
profession. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the Vice President, 
and the meeting terminated. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow* 
ing subscriptions for 1919 

(In each case the amount subscribed is £1 Is., except 
where otherwise indicated). 

W. Ackroyd, Halifax (£1) C. St J. F. Macartney, 

N. Almond, Kingston-on* Capt b.a.v.c. 

Thames F. Marks, Capt r.a.v.c. 

W. Ascott, Major r.a.v.c. R. Mason, Helmsley 
R.M. Bam ford, C’n r.a.v.c. H. Morphew, Loxwood 
J. Barr, Acle, nr. Norwich H. J. Parkin, East Ham 
P. G. Bond, Plymouth J. G. Parr, Leicester 
W. H. Bloye, Plymouth J. Paton, Stevenage 

M. Bray, King’s Lynn W. Pauer, Black water 

N. Brear, Capt r.a.v.c. E.M. Perry, Lt-Col r.a.v.c. 

W. Brown, Aberdeen H. Pollard, Wakefield 

H. Buckingham, Norwich J. W. Froctor, C’n r.a.v.c. 
J. Clarkson, Garforth W. D. Rees, Trealan 
W. A. Clifford, H. A. Reid, Lt-Col r.a.v.c. 

St. Leonards-on-Sea T.O. Richardson, Tarporl’y 
R. Cockburn, Eastwood, H. K. Roberts, C’n r.a.v.c. 

Notts. E. A. Rucker, Esher 
A. Cornish Bowden, G. C Sharpe, M.c., 

Beckenham Capt. r.a.v.c. 

W. R. Davis, Enfield, N. C. W. B. Sikes, Maj r.a.v.c, 
H. J. Dawes, W. Bromw’h S. L. Slocock, M.c., 

G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderl’d Capt r.a.v.c. 

J. Dunstan, Liskeard E. T. Stanley, London, S.E. 
Prof. S. H. Gaiger, Glas. H. P. Standley, Norwich 
G. H. Golding, Eastbourne J. W. Sugden, Southmins’r 
W. Hill, Capt r.a.v.c. P. Vincent., Romford 
J. T. Holmes, Bourne H. H. Whitlamsmith, 

F. Kerr, Dublin London, S.E. 

C. J. R. Lawrence, A. E. Willett, Capt r.a.v.0, 

Capt B..A.V.C. W. Woods, Wigan 

G. Lockwood, Peterboro’ W. R. Wright, Sidmouth 

1 J. B. Young, Braintree 

56 13 0 

Previously acknowledged 467 3 0 


£523 16 0 


An Army Council instruction just issued states that 
the landing of dogs in Ireland from Great Britain and 
the Cbaonel Islands has been totally prohibited until 
further notice. 


Nominations for election to Council, June, 1919. 

Eight Vvacancies. 

Candidates. Proposers. 

Bradley, O. C., Edinburgh J. Abson, H. Sumner 
Gaiger, S. H., Glasgow S. Stockman, P. Wilson 
Hamilton, D., Hamilton O. C. Bradley, P. Wilson 
Hill, J., Llanelly 1 ). G. Davies, J. F. Rees 

Lawson, A., Manch’r F. W. Garnett, J.W. Brittlebank 
Logan, W., Inverness R. H. Stordy, L. L. Dixson 
Male, G. P., Reading G. A. Banham, J. C. Coleman 
Stockman, S., London F. W. Garnett, R. C. Trigger 
Whar.iM, S., Leeds S. E. Sampson, J. Clarkson 
Willett, J., London J. T. Share-Jones, H. Sumner 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 

A special meeting of the Council of the Fund was 
held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, 
24th January, 1919, when the following members were 
present:— Mr. S. H. Slocock, President, in the Chair, 
Messrs G. A. Banham, W. F. Barrett, F. L. Gooch, T. S. 
Price, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Mr. 
W. Jackson Young, Mr. G. Thatcher, Solicitor, and 
Messrs P. J. L. Kelland, and F. Bullock, Honorary 
Secretaries. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Apologies for absence were received from D. Bradley, 
Mr. H. J. Dawes, Mr. E. A. West. 

Incorporation. The Solicitor reported that the Board 
of Trade had signified that no objection would be raised 
to the incorporation of the Fund, with the omission of 
the word “ Limited ” from the title. It was thereupon 
agreed that all members present should sign the Mem¬ 
orandum and Articles of Association, and this was done, 
the signatures being witnessed by the Solicitor. 

The Solicitor reported that the Executors of the late 
Dr. Stephenson had decided to take the opinion'of the 
court whether the Armstrong College is entitled to 
participate in the residue of the estate, and that they 
bad asxed that the Fund should be appointed to watch 
the interests of the other residuary legatees (including 
itself), the costs to come out of the residuary estate. 

On the proposition of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Sir J. 
M‘Fadyean, it was resolved that full authority be given 
to Mr. Thatcher to act for the Fund in the matter, with 
instructions to consult Connsel if necessary, it Deing 
understood that the litigation involved no expense to the 
Benevolent Fund. 

Investment of Funds. On the proposition of Mr. 
Price, seconded by Mr. Young, it was resolved that the 
whole of the money received m respect of the Stephen¬ 
son Bequest be invested in 5% War Loan, 1929 47. 

Office Equipment. On the proposition of Mr. Barrett, 
seconded by Mr. Banham, it was resolved that a Cara 
Index be purchased at a cost net to exceed seven 
guineas. Authority was also given to obtain a Roll-top 
Desk at a cost not to exceed ten guineas. 


A lady of Godstone, Surrey, has recovered be* wed¬ 
ding ring which disappeared five or six years ago while 
she was feeding a calf. It was thought the animal had 
swallowed the ring, and, as it could not be found, the 
calf became known as “ The Golden Cow.” A few days 
ago the cow was purchased by an Oxted butcher, who 
remembering the lost ring, made a search, and discover¬ 
ed it embedded in an internal organ .—Daily Telegraph, 
January 20th. 
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The R.A.V.O. Comforts Fund. 

Dear Sir,—The Committee, R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund, 
once more ask you to be good enough to publish the 
enclosed list of subscriptions to the Fund. 

The total collection of £132 15s. 6d. is entirely due 
to Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, c m.g., who has found 
time to raise this very satisfactory and substantial sum 
during the past few months in the Western Command, 
aad the thanks of the Corps are due to him and to all 
those who have so kindly and helpfully responded to 
his appeal.—Yours faithfully, 

E. A. Blenkin80p. 

29/7 Bramham Gardens, »S.W. 

27th January. 


Collected by Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, c.m.g., d.d.v.s., 
Western Command , Chester. 

M^j. Bogue, r.a.v.c. £2 2 0 

per Maj. Bogne, No. 7 Reserve 

Vety. Hosp. H’qtrs £1 10 6 
“A” Subdivision 2 5 0 
“B” 1 18 3 


Capt. Gryspeerdt, r.a.v.c. 

per Capt. Gryspeerdt, H.C. Div. V. Hpl. 

Capt. Sherriff, r.a v.c. 

per Capt. Sherriff— 

Belfast Steam Ship Co., Ltd. 110 
Dundalk and Newry Steam 

Steam Packet Co., Ltd. 3 3 0 
Leyland Line 5 0 0 

Capt. Berry, a. a. v.c. 
per Capt. Berry— 

R. H. Berry, Esq. 10 0 

F. B. Hodgkinson, Esq. 10 0 

Capts. r.a.v.c.— 

E. Patrick 

F. C. Golden 
M. Cunningham 
F. E. Jones 

S. Robson 

A. C. Piesse 

B. J. Rees 
R. Hayes 

Lieuts. r.a.v.c.— 

R. W. Down 


6 

0 

3 

0 

5 * 

0 

3J-10 13 
2 2 


R. J. Mortimer 

5 

0 

Mrs. Richards 

2 

6 

J. Key worth. 

10 

6 

Bradley 

2 

0 

W. Newhood 

2 

0 

W. Needham 

1 

0 

Mrs. Evans 

2 

6 

P G. Phillip 

5 

0 

T. W. Johnson 

10 

0 

J. Davenport 

10 

0 

J. T. Williams 

10 

0 

J. Goliah 

5 

0 

Miss Ibb 

10 

0 

A. Sevinge 

2 

0 

A. Marlow 

2 

6 

J. Downing 

2 

6 

J. Gregory 

1 

0 

A. Moore 

2 

0 

Miss Everill 

2 

6 

G. Newhood 

1 

6 

Mrs. Curbet 

1 0 

0 

V. Hirst 

1 0 

0 

Sgt. H. Lee, r.a v.c. 

2 

6 

Sgt. O’Leary, r.a.v.c. 

2 

0— 


Capt. Cosgrove, r.a.v.c. 
per Capt. Cosgrove, Kinmel Pk. Camp— 
53rd Cheshire Regt. 1 10 0 

16th Officer Cadet Battn. 2 5 0 

53rd Manchester Regt. 2 2 0 

490th Co., A.S.C. 1 0 0 

RAR., RE., Beaumaris, 

r r Lt. Hennings 3 10 0 

2 0 0 

53rd Welsh Regt. 10 0 

Capt. W. F. Comewall 10 0 

„ Long Price 5 0 

„ W. Gage 5 0 

„ H. A. Houghton 3 0 

„ R. G. Rees 5 0 

„ R. W. Gossage 10 0 

Lieut. T. F. Wood 5 0 

„ R. R. Nicholas 2 6 

Anonymous 10 0 

Sgt. E. Hope, r.a.v.0. 5 0- 

H. G. Hewetsou, Southport 
H. G. Rogers, Bootle, Liverpool 
per H. G. Rogers—J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. 
Edward L. Butters, Liverpool 
W. L. Cock burn, Liverpool 
R. Craig Robinson, Carlisle 
Edward H. Curbishley, Alderley Edge 
Chas. Blackhurst, Preston 


L. W. Wynn Lloyd, Carnarvon 10 6 

Capt. P. M. Evershed, r.a.v.c. 1 0 0 

I>er Capt. Evershed— 


Frank Bibby, Esq. 

2 

0 

0 

Col. Hunt 


10 

0 

C. H. Knill, Esq. 

1 

0 

0 

W. Phillips, Esq. 

2 

2 

0 

Lieut. W. Phillips 

1 

1 

0 

Miss Phillips 

1 

1 

0 

P. Phillips 


10 

0 

R. H. Simpson 


10 

0 

R. Jarvis 


5 

0 

Anonymous 


3 

6 

Bowdler 


2 

0 

Anonymous 


12 

6 

J. Smith 


5 

0 

C. Evans 


l 

0 

R. W. Parry 


5 

0 

E Powell 


2 

0 

R. H. Castle 


5 

0 

R. S. Castle 


5 

0 


Richard Hughes, Oswestry 
Peter Gillespie, Salford 
Peter Taylor <fc Son, Manchester 
Robert Ward, Manchester 
Edward F. Wood, Hooton 
W. Noar, Bury 
F. G. Edwards, Chester 
Thomas Wilson, Nantwich 
John R. Carless, Shrewsbury 
Fred W. Watchorn, Newtown 
A. M. Michaelis, Stockport 
Alex Lawson, j.p., Manchester 
Wm. Woods, Wigan 
O. A. Ducksbury, Lancaster 
John Holroyd, Blackburn 
James Storrar, Chester 
Tedbar Hopkin, Manchester 
J. <fc H. Sumner & Sons Liverpool 
J. W. Bate, Sutton Weaver 

T. O. Richardson, Tarporley 
W. J. Fletcher, Wrexham 


17 14 0 

1 1 O 


16 7 6 
110 
2 2 0 
5 5 0 

1 1 O 

2 2 0 
2 2 0 

10 6 
1 1 O 
1 1 O 
1 1 O 

1 1 O 

1 1 O 
1 1 0 

10 6 

2 2 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 O 

1 1 O 
1 1 0 

2 2 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
5 0 0 

10 6 
1 1 0 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



Babies. 1 

| Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders.f 

Parasitic 
Mange. J 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(ft) 

Swine Fever 

Cases 

Confrmdj 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 







Period. 

CC 

to 

o 

1 

Other 

Anmls 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

| Out¬ 
breaks 

1 (6) 

1 Ani- 
! mala. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh - 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Jan. 25 

Corresponding f MJJ® 
week in i 1916 

S 


1 

1 

4 

27 


! 167 

378 

20 

17 

8 



9 

9 1 
12 

10 

10 

12 



1 

l 

1 1 173 

2 88 

1 98 

327 

178 

265 

25 

40 

18 

15 

36 

81 

17 

313 

Total for 4 weeks, 1919 

Corresponding f 

period in j 19 „. 

1 14 

2 

17 

17 

12 

70 


i 

719 

1588 

81 

72 

30 



30 

56 

56 

34 

CO 

58 



2 

3 

4 

1 3 

3 

13 

611 

333 

♦389 

1247 

708 

♦1085 

94 

141 

87 

71 

159 

314 

24 

63 

1044 


1 The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed. ( b) Reoorted by Local Authorities t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 28, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended Jan. 18 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Outbreaks 

l 

16 

1 


f 1918 ... 







3 

Mm 

m 

1 

Corresponding Week in 4 1917 ... 


. 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Kfl 


7 

{ 1916 ... 

... 

I 

... 

1 ... 

... 

... 

1 

£9 


... 

Total for 3 weeks, 1918 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

| 

7 

H 

H 

13 

f 1918 ... 







11 

43 

1 

1 

Corresponding period in -[ 1917 ... 

] 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

54 

9 

48 

( 1916 ... 

1 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

44 

11 

29 


Department of Agriculture and Technical nstruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 20, 1919 
Not*. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 


IR INLAND. 

Week ended Jan 26 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Outbreaks 

2 

15 

] 


Corresponding 

Week in 

1919 ... 

1917 ... 

1916 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

3 

4 

7 

13 

21 

3 

2 

18 

7 

Total for 4 weeks, 1919 

| 

P 

P 


m 

H 


57 

5 

13 

( orreaponding 
period in 

1918 

1917 ... 

1916 .. 

1 



1 

H 

kn 

50 

67 

65 

1 

12 

13 

1 

66 

36 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 27. 1919 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Inquiry on Anthrax. 

The work of the Departmental Committee on Anthrax 
is being extended to au inquiry into the subject of horse 
hair and anthrax. They have been ins ructed to make 
experiments in disinfecting main and tail hair. The 
Secretary of the Committee, Mr. A. E. Duckering, with 
Dr. Eurich and Mr. Wm. Mackinder have been appointed 
a sub-committee to conduct the experiments and to 
report to the Committee. The purpose of the Committee 
will be to discover whether the process of disinfection 
can be applied mechanically and on c< mmercial lines. 
Certain firms in the Bradford district are to be ap¬ 
proached with the view to their giving permission for 
the carrrying out of the experiments. 

According to a report presented to the Committee 
observation extending over a period of nine months 
showed that 19 cases of anthrax were due to infection 
by horse hair, and these were not the w hole of the cases 
arising out of the manipulation of this material. The 
chief place of origin of anthrax-infected horse hair is 
China, where there appears to be no attempt at disin¬ 
fection— Bradford Daily Argus. 


Parasitic Mange Prosecution. 

At B «w Stree t Police Court on 29th inst, Frederick 
B yes, of Plough Yard, Curtain Road, Shoreditch, was 
oruered to pay fines and costs amounting to £34 for 
failing to notify the police that he had in his possession 
a horse suffering from parasitic mange, for causing it to 
be driven on a public highway, and for causing it to be 
worked while in an unfit state. 


Sir Stewart Stockman, Chief Veterinary Officer to 
the B >ard of Agriculture, says “ Horse owners ought 
to treat their horses for the prevention and cure of 
external parasitism as farmers treat their sheep, and do 
it of their own accord. They should feel it a disgrace 
to their horsemanship to have parasitized horses.” 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 
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Contagious Disease. 

Id last week’s issae a plea was advanced by 
Mr. G. Elmos for fche re-introduction of the Tubercu¬ 
losis Order. Doubtless this is urgently needed ; but 
whether it is practicable is a more open question. 
Just now the whole island is grievously underman¬ 
ed with veterinary surgeons, especially in country 
districts. In addition, veterinary responsibilities 
are increasing, and will continue to increase for 
some time. 

We know that a considerable rise in equine con¬ 
tagious disease in consequence of demobilisation is 
practically certain. That alone may overstrain an 
already hard-worked profession. Moreover, rabies 
and foot-and-mouth disease are threatening us 
daily; and at any time may become widely dispersed. 
Foot-and mouth disease in particular might find 
too few veterinary surgeons in the country to deal 
with it effectively. 

No doubt the Board will re-impose the Tubercu¬ 
losis Order the moment they believe it can be satis¬ 
factorily worked. We have never been threatened 
with such an amount and variety of contagious dis¬ 
ease; and just now' ws are certainly numerically 
insufficient to deal with its possibilities. The con¬ 
ditions of the country as a whole and its veterinary 
resources are probably well understood at the 
Board; and we may expect energetic action to be 
taken as soon as possible. There is an immense 
amount of work waiting to be done against tuber¬ 
culosis and several other diseases ; but it is doubt¬ 
ful whether much more than we are doing already 
can he attempted until the veterinary forces of the 
Kingdom are brought back into line for civil work. 

The Nominations. 

Since the list appeared in our pages last week, the 
names of two fresh candidates, and of two others 
for re-election have been added, so that there are 
now fourteen candidates for eight vacancies. Of 
the two new men, the best known probably is Prof. 
Craig, of Dublin. As a skilled anatomist he is 
known throughout the profession, and for years 
past he lias taken an active part in the large and 
influential association, the V.M. A. of Ireland, which 
includes the leading practitioners of Dublin and 
neighbouring counties. Mr. J. B. Tutt is a practi¬ 
tioner of standing who is well-known in the South 
of England, and has frequently given his support as 
a practitioner in questions of professional interest. 

The list to date will be found on another page. 


The Biological Cycle of the Ascabxs 
Lumbricoideb and allied forms. 

B. H. Bamson and W. D. Foster have published 
an article upon this subject (Bull. 1st. Inst. d’Agr), 
The biological oyole of the A. lumbricoides , the 
common intestinal round-worm of man, and of A. 
suuni' or A. suilla , very common in the intestine of 
the pig, has recently been studied by F. H. Stewart 
of the Indian Medical Servioe. Despite their 
different names, these worms are the same parasite, 
or else are so closely alike that they cannot be dis¬ 
tinguished morphologically. The general opinion 
is that the infection of man or of the pig with 
Amiris results from ingestion of the eggs of the 
parasite, but Stewart’s researches led him to the 
conclusion that it is necessary that the eggs should 
first be ingested by rats or mice, that in these hosts 
the embryos issue from the eggs, and undergo aome 
migrations and transformations inherent to their 
development, till, passing into the fasces or saliva 
of the mice or rats, they contaminate fodder or 
other material eventually ingested by man or by 
the pig, which constitute the final hosts. Bamson 
and Foster have reviewed the repeated experiments 
of Stewart, and from them, from those of other 
workers, and from their own, they reach the follow¬ 
ing conclusions:— 

The development of A. lumbricoides and forma 
closely related to it is direct, and does not necessi¬ 
tate an intermediate host. The eggs, when ingested, 
open in the gastro-intestinal tube; the embryos, 
however, do not at once take up a residence in the 
intestine, but migrate to various other organs, 
among which are the liver, spleen, and lungs. In 
the ease of the ascaris of the .pig, the migratory 
larvae may be found in the lungs within a week, 
and'mean while have undergone considerable devel¬ 
opment and growth. From the lungs the larva 
migrate into the trachea, and thence into the ®8Q- 
phafjus by way of the pharynx, This migration into 
the trachea may be verified in pigs, as also in arti¬ 
ficially infected mice and rats, only a week after in¬ 
fection. Reaching the intestine a second time after 
their passage through the lungs, the larvae, if in a 
host adapted to them, presumably settle in the in¬ 
testine and complete their development until ma¬ 
turity is reached. If in a host not adapted to 
them, such as the mouse or rat, they quickly pass 
out of the host with the faeces. 

Serious invasions of the lungs by Ascaris larvae 
produce grave pneumonias, which often have fatal 
results in mice and rats. This cause appears to 
have induced death in a sucking-pig one week after 
being made to ingest many Ascarts eggs. It is not 
improbable that pulmonary diseases in babies, suek- 
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ing pigs and other young animals, may often be 
attributable to ascarides. The fact that the larvae 
invade the lungs, as also other organs, in addition j 
to the gastro-intestinal tube, and may cause a 
serious and even fatal pneumonia, indicates that 
these parasites have a greater pathogenic capacity 
than has hitherto been supposed. 

Age is a very important factor in determining the 
susceptibility to infestation by ascarides; and the 
susceptibility diminishes greatly as the age of the 
host advances. This accords with the well known 
.fact that infection by Ascaris is especially common 
in babies and sucking animals, while it is compara¬ 
tively rare in men and in adult swine.— (La Clinica 
Veterinaria). 

THE WORK OF THE BRITISH ARMY 
VETERINARY CORPS AT THE FRONTS. 

By Maj.-Gen. Sir Fredk. Smith, k c m.o., c.bf r.c v.s. 

( Reprinted from the Journal of the Royal Society of Arts) 

When invited to deliver an address on the Veterinary 
Service in War, I doubted the necessity for so doing, for 
the subject had already been dealt with bv Capt. F*ir- 
holme in 1915, by L*. (M. Rainey of the Army Veter¬ 
inary Service in 1917, and by Capt. Gil trey of the 
Remount Service in 1918. To Capra. Kairhoirne and 
Galtrey my Corps is indebted for their anpreciatory 
criticisms, while the public is under the obligation of 
receiving from their pens a picture of the veterinary 
care of animals in war which must have come as a 
revelation in humanity and organisation. 

The popular conception of the Veterinary Service in 
war, prior to 1914, was not very creditable to human 
intelligence. I well remember a scientific friend ex¬ 
pressing surprise that any organisation f«*r the care of 
sick and wounded animals in w’ar was necessary or prac¬ 
ticable ; he had a notion that somethin? might be done 
for them during peace, but in the complexity of events 
associated with war nothin? of a praetical nature was 
possible, and the animals must be left to chance. Per¬ 
haps there wfre others of equal mental ability who 
thought the same, while it is certain that to the public 
generally the idea of any special organisation for the 
veterinary care of animals in war was altogether un¬ 
known. One of the objects of this paper is to show’ 
that the cohspi vatinn of animal life in war is of para¬ 
mount importance. It has not always been so regarded ; 
UP to and including the war in South Africa the history 
of the veterinary care of A r mv animals is sad reading, a 
story of suffering, rivalry and lo^s which can onlv fit¬ 
tingly be described as appalling. Humanitarian, and per¬ 
haps also financial, considerations are resit-rnsihle for the 
change which hag been wrought during the past sixteen 
years. I should not like it to be thought that the Veter¬ 
inary Service was in anv way responsible for this in¬ 
difference. The veterinary reports furnished after every 
campaign for generations pas* - dwelt upon the absence 
of all arrangement'* for the care of the sick, and the 
wastage resulting therefrom. They made suggest'ons 
for the future, and indicate! tin* nece-s *rv organistinn, 
but as a n tion we are naturally slow to adopt new 
ideas, and intensely conservative ; yet it is well known 
that disease and death are always more costly than 
health and efficiency. 

We have, I am sure, to thank the factor of public 
opinion for the great change which has been brought 
about. For the best part, of a century the same powerful 
lever has been working in the interest of the soldier, 
whose conditions of life have changed beyond all recog¬ 


nition. If we wish to learn the lot of the’soldier in^war 
during the past and preceding centuries we have only to 
turn to the pages of Fortescues “ History of the British 
rrmy.” How any men ever survived the absence of all 
organisation for their preservation and subsistence in 
little short of a wonder. Army animals have now 
had applied to them similar measures to those which 
have been found so successful and economical with 
men. 

I have little doubt that there are many people who 
date the origin of the veterinary art from late in the 
nineteenth century, whereas, as a matter of fact, it is as 
remote in the history of the world as the beginning of 
historic times. I propose, very briefly, to take you over 
the ground, not only with the object of showing the 
antiquity ot the veterinary art, but also of indicating 
the important part played in its development., during 
the early centuries of the Christian era, by veterinarians 
who were associated with the Army. 

The earliest extant works on the diseases and injuries 
of horses belong to the fourth century of our era, and 
were written by army veterinarians of the Byzantine or 
Eastern Roman Empire, the chief of whom w’as one 
Apsyrtiis, veterinarian in the army of Constantine the 
Great. The fourth century Was not, however, the real 
starting-point ot veterinary knowledge ; there is ample 
evidence to show that there were skilled men in the 
times of Ancient Greece. Xenophon had written on the 
rare and management of cavalry hor*$* 800 years earlier 
than the time of Apsyrtus, and we know that his views, 
though twenty-three centuries old, are true to-day. 
Aristotle, who was contemporary with Xenophon, de¬ 
voted the eighth book of his history of animals to a 
Coii»ideration of veterinary medicine ; he wrote, of 
course, as a layman. The Romans, on the other hand, 
were not skilled in medicine or surgery ; in fact, for five 
centuries the medical art was nuknown in Rome, until 
they borrowed from Greece. If this was the condition 
of afftirs in human practice, it is easy to understand the 
position of veterinary medicine. Yarro, a soldier, who 
wrote in 36 fl C., and who appears to have explored 
every branen ot human knowledge, refers to the ancient 
Greek veterinarians as “ H ippiatroi.” He was evidently 
familiar with their works, ot which, unfortunately, 

I nothing remains. He himself wrote on the diseases of 
1 animals, and it is doubtless due to such men that the 
R nun Army, in the s-coud century of our era, possessed 
an infirmary for sick animals known as a “ Veterinarium." 
But Columella spoke of the “ Vcterinarins,” or animal 
i physician, in 42 B.c. Tin.* irritating word veterinary is 
therefore ex'trcnndy old ; it disappeared with the final 
collapse of the Western Roman Empire, and is not met 
with again until the year 15*28, though it does not appear 
in Engl md until the closing days of the eighteenth 
century. 

Among the contemporaries of Apsyrtus was one 
Chir<»n, whmr work on veterinary medicine has come to 
light only in recent years. Shortly after Apryrtus there 
lived a lawyer and gif ed veterinarian, by name H lerocles, 
fragments of whose letters survive, and of whose works 
on dise ases I have been fortunate enough enough to find 
j two previously unidentified manuscripts in the British 
i Museum. 

| Inspired by these gifted men, Vegetius, the Western 
R mian General, who flourished about the middle of the 
; fifth century, wrote his remark ible treatise on “The 
Veterinary Art.” He was not only a soldier, but a man 
of letteis. Vegetius stands out in bold rel ef in the 
Western Roman Empire; deploring the low state of the 
veterinary art in Italy, he tells ns :h it the study of ani¬ 
mal diseases was regarded as a mean and contemptible 
occupation. Th< ugh 1500 years have passed since that 
w*as written, public opinion on this question has under¬ 
gone very little change. The work of Vegetius may be 
read with interest to-day; he is very modern in some of 
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his views, such, for instance, as the absurdity of regard¬ 
ing outbreaks of disease as being evidence of Divine 
wrath. He urges the public in these cases to place their 
faith in medical aid, rather than in incantations and 

charms. 

It is fortunate that, amid the disruptive influences of 
the following 10<X) years, the work of Vejeiius \va> 
spared. It was among the earliest books printed in 
Europe, King published in 152b. Two years later, what 
was left of the MSS. Byzantine veterinary writers, i.e., 
Apsyrttis, Hierocies, and their many correspondents, 
was published in Paris, under the orders of Francis I., 
the title then given to the Collection being “ Tbe Hip 
iatrica' 5 How these manuscripts got to Paris is un 
nown ; probably, with many others, they were brought 
from Constantinople to Italy by the Greek scholars who 
tied at the fall of the Eistern Empire, and thence Carrie*i 
to France as loot during the Fianco-Iralian wars. It i> 
interesting to note that a copy of the fragmentary manu¬ 
scripts of these early Byzantine veterinary authorities is 
regarded as one of the literary treasures of the world. 

This rapid, and necessarily very incompi te, outline 
will help to show you that the foundations of the veter¬ 
inary art are not of recent laying, but. belong to the 
history of the ancient world. As mkht be expected, 
army requirements stimulated interest in the matter. 
It was precisely during this period of the Hippiatrica, 
i.e., the fourth century, that masses of cavalry \ver» 
coming into existence, and largely replacing infantry m 
the line of battle. The growth of the cavalry arm, ami 
the development of veterinary medicine and surgery, 
were not a mere coincidence. 

I must not occupy your time by giving an account of 
the veterinary art from the Renaissance to the present 
day; but one important epoch in its history in this 
country cannot be passed be passed over. In the Iasi 
days of the eighteemh century—to be precise. 1791—a 
French refugee established a veterinary school in 
London, cn the model of those then existing in France. 
Thus, for the first time in England, properly trainer! 
men w’ere supplied for the veterinary care of horses. 
The opening of this school was welcomed by officers 
commanding mounted branches of the army. Tioop 
horses had been decimated by contagious diseases, and 
the sole advisers were the ignorant farriers. Within 
five years of the opening of the London school, com¬ 
missions in the army were given to its graduates. This 
was the beginning of the Army Veterinaiy S rvice, the 
development of which must occupy our attention for a 
few minutes, in order that its position at the present diy 
may be understood. 

At the end of the eighteenth century, and for many 
years afterwards, regiments were practically the private 
property of their colonels. It was they who engaged 
the necessary technical staff, such as surgeons and veter¬ 
inary surgeons, aud these officials, it is interesting to 
note, were actually remunerated by certain stoppages 
from the soldiers’ pay. The Government of those days 
starved the army in every way, and insisted on its being 
self supporting. 

The method of caring for the sick animals of regi 
meots on service was very simple. If they were not too 
ill to walk they were led along with the baggage ; if too 
ill they were left behind to look after themselves. Nor 
need we be surprised at this primitive arrangement, 
when much the same system was employed in ihe case 
of the men. The long years of peace which followed 
Waterloo were not calculated to develop ei her the 
medical or veterinary branches of the army. Peace 
routine was simple : every regiment had its own separ¬ 
ate accommodation for sick men and horses, and its 
own doctors and veterinary surgeons. The nurses in 
both cases were the untrained soldiers of the regiment. 
The Crimean campaign revealed the impossibility of 


attempting the regimental treatment of the sick and 
injured. The lesson had to be learned that sick men 
and horses are of no fighting value, a clog on mobility, 
and that the sooner they are moved into hospitals away 
frmi their regiments, the better for both regiments ana 
patients. 

For years after the Crimean War, thinking men in 
ihe medical service of the army were ever pressing for¬ 
ward a scheme by which the medical officers of the army 
were to be drawn from regiments, and converted into ft 
homogenous body with subordinate technical staff under 
their own control, and hospitals under their own man* 
tgement and administration. Bitter and prolonged was 
>he opposition to refonns of such obvious utility and 
humanity, but gradually each point was conceded until 
he At my Medieal Corps was born. I need not refer to 
its magnificent work, nor the extraordinary manner in 
which it lias controlled disease. It has recently been 
■diown that in previous wars, from ten to fifteen men 
have died of disease to one who has died at the bands 
of the enemy ; in »he piesent war, one man has died of 
disease to every ten whose death was caused in the 
fiehl. 

It is self-evident that a scheme suitable for sick and 
wounded soldiers w*s capable of being adapted to the 
requirements of sick army animals. The Veterinary 
Service urged that its .scattered and impotent compo¬ 
nents should be formed into a single body under its own 
• Akers, and given facilities for dealing with disease and 
injury on an organised basis. This scheme has taken 
nearly forty years to accomplish, and the only qualifica¬ 
tion I possess tor appearing before you to-day is that I 
am the one survivor at piesent in active employment— 
though as a "dug out”— who has witnessed the entire 
transformation, and, further, 1 have been privileged to 
assist in its construction. 

It is a remarkable fact that the people who ftre most 
anxious for the suppression of disease are those whose 
financial interests would appear to suffer seriously by 
its obliteration. More than two thousand years ago, 
Piato wrote that mediciue was the science of health. 
File present position of preventive medicine in this 
country is due solely to the persistent hammering by the 
medical profession, which has resulted in the enormous 
improvement in the health of the nation, but much 
remains to be done. It may not be known to you that 
statistics have recently been published, wffiich show that 
only one man out of every three in the prime of life ia 
capable of being passed fit for service in the frontline ! 
Tins national reproach is far more difficult to deal with 
than unsound r. ess in horses, but even there, whete the 
matter is under the direct control of the individual 
breeder, little but indifference has, in the past, been 
shown to the laws of heredity, so far as the affect the 
question of disea.se or tiansmissibility of unsoundness. 
The serious prevalence of consumption among our dairy 
stock is another reproach, of the removal of which &t 
present there is no indication. Yet such is possible. 

The fact is that the public bo not appear to be seri¬ 
ously interested in the prevention of disease. Far other¬ 
wise is it in the question of treatment; they love medi¬ 
cine, especially nostrums, for which they are cheerfully 
prepared to pay the Exchequer £200,000 a year in 
stamp duty alone ! Similarly, the entire function of 
the veterinary profession, according to the public view, 
is the treatment of disease. I am anxious to remove 
this erroneous conception, and to impress upon you that 
its great office is pr vention. Fr*»m the date of the first 
Army Veterinary Service in 1796, the campaign against 
disease has been going on. As we have seen, it was the 
appalling losses due to contagious diseases among troop 
I horses which created the Service, and within a few ye&ra 
! of its formation matters had improved beyond recog¬ 
nition. 
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Every step is the fight against disease has to be based 
upon precise scientific knowledge. Very occasionally a 
truth is obtained by accident, a«, for example, the pro¬ 
tection afforded against smallpox by inoculation vrith 
eowpox, but accidental discoveries are rare. It was the 
patient study of the mosquito, flea, louse, and bed-bug 
which showed their connection with malaria, plague, 
trench fever, and typhus. It was the study of certain 
species of blood sucking flies and ticks which revealed 
the true nature and origin of a series of plagues which 
still remain incurable, and are capable of destroying the 
whole human and animal life of a sub-continent. 

I am endeavouring to show that the importance of 
veterinary hygiene and veterinary preventive medicine 
has been overlooked by the public. These play the 
largest part in the work of the Army Veterinary Service, 
for the chief losses amoog animals in war are not due 
to battle casualties, but to disease and injury. Con- 
tftgioas diseases have to be guarded against by the care¬ 
ful inspection of all animals, their intioduction tnto the 
Service has, if possible, to be prevented, and should they 
gain admission, their early detection and obliteration is 
of paramount importance. In times of peace this is not 
difficult, but in war it is otherwise, for not only are the 
risks of infection much greater, but the facilities for 
proper inspection are infinitely less perfect. Moreover, 
there is a daily risk of fresh infectious material being 
introduced by the constant influx of new jnumals to 
replace wastage. 

Injuries are controlled by a precise knowledge of how 
they are produced. Let me illustrate this point, which 
otherwise would appear to be a mere platitude. Sore 
backs, vore shoulders, head-rope g-ills, and kicks from 
other animals, are among the prolific sources of injury 
in the field. The trained eye can recognise at a glance 
an ill fitting saddle or collar ; it can recognise a head- 
rope so fastened that it is bound to cause injury, and 
can prescribe means of restraint for kicking horses which 
considerably limit their activities. Knowledge of this 
kind is designated “horsemastership,” and the man who 
possesses it ts a valuable asset to the State. He must 
also understand how horses should be fed, acquire an 
acquaintance with the various foods employed, and the 
elementary principles of nutrition. He must always be 
learning, for these questions are not. so simple as might 
appear, and the knowledge cannot be acquired by read¬ 
ing. An apprenticeship of five years under a good 
horsemaster is necessary, in order to gain a working 
acquaintance with the subject. Two thousand three 
hundred years ago Xenophon wrote that ihe eye of the 
master makes the horse fat. This is an axiom in horse- 
mastership, for there is nothing capable of taking the 
place of constant supervision. We must remember that 
when animals are tied up they cannot look after them¬ 
selves. {To be continued.) 


NORTH MIDLAND 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

(National V.M.A.— Northern Branch). 

A meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Leopold 
Street, Sheffield, on Tuesday, December 17tb. 

Prior to the meeting the members present were enter¬ 
tained to tea by the Sheffield Members of the Associa¬ 
tion. 

The following were present:—Messrs. W. Collinson, 
President, T. C. Fletcher, M. Robinson, and F. L. 
Somerset, Past Presidents, R. Hudson, Vice-President, 
J. S. Lloyd, Honorary Secretary, H. Thompson, Honor¬ 
ary Treasurer, and T. Bowett, G. J. Furness S. E. 
Sampson, and C. S. Smith. Mr. J. Malcolm Armfield 
was present as a visitor. 

Before beginning the business of the meeting, the 
President proposed a vote of condolence with the Hon¬ 


orary Secretary in the loss he bad sustained by the 
death of his daughter, which was carried in silence by 
the members standing. Mr. Lloyd thanked the members 
for their vote. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been printed 
and published, were taken as read, and on the vote of 
Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Robinson, were adopted. 
The report of t he Couucil Meeting held on October 15th, 
was read by the Honorary Secretary and signed by the 
President. 

Apologies for inability to be present were received 
from Messrs. Ludlow, Murgatroyd, Nixon, and Wheat- 
croft. 

Election of Officers. 

Mr. F. L. Somerset proposed and Mr/Smith seconded 
that the retiring President, Mr. W. Collinson, be re¬ 
elected. This was carried unanimously, and Mr. 
Collinson thanked the members for his re-election. 

Mr. Furness proposed and Mr. Robinson seconded 
that the other Officers be elected en bloc t as suggested 
in the Minutes of the Council, and this was carried. 

In effect the Officers for the year 1919 will be as 
follows :— 

President : Mr. W. COLLINSON. 

Past President : Mr. T. C. Fletcher. 

Vice Presidents : Messrs. R. Hudson and S. H. Nixon. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. J. S. Lloyd. 

If on. Treasurer : Mr. H. Thompson. , 

A udiU/rs : Messrs. S. E. Sampson and W. Murgatroyd. 

Council \ Officers Ex-Officio, and Messrs. Bowett, 
Furness, Marrison, Robinson, Smith, and Somerset. 

Veterinary Fees. 

After some discussion it was agreed that the fees 
decided upon at the last meeting should stand. Thia 
practically amounts to an increase of 50% upon pre-war 
charges. 

Regarding fees paid by Insurance Companies, it was 
unanimously agreed that the lowest fee to be accepted 
should be 5/-: mileage to be charged extra if the distance 
travelled is over three miles, it being understood more¬ 
over, that special visits should not be made in connection 
with these cases, but that the examination should be 
made when the practitioner was in the neighbourhood. 

Notes on Cases. 

In the absence through illness of Mr. S. H. Nixon* 
who had promised some “ Notes on Interesting Cases w , 
it was decided to proceed with the subject, and the 
President called upon members generally to carry on the 

discussion. 

The President related the facts of an interesting case 
of Tetanus. He injected ant- tetanic serum into the 
near jugular vein and this caused the animal consider¬ 
able uneasiness, sweating, etc., which in a short time 
passed off. The next morning he fouud the opposite 
fore leg considerably swollen, as if the animal had an 
attack of Lymphangitis. The mare recovered from the 
Tetanus, but the leg continued swollen and she only 
moved with difficulty. The animal was forced to use 
the leg and ultimately did well. 

He also gave an account of a Skye terrier which was 
brought to his premises for board and left three weeks, 
whilst in his possession being exercised only on the 
chain. The animal was sent home and also exercised 
from there on the chain but soon developed symptoms 
like Strychnine poisoning. It was ascertained that the 
animal had been fed on the flesh of a cow that had been 
treated with Nux Vomica. The dog died but no analysis 
waB made. He wondered whether the symptoms were 
due to the Nux Vomica. 

Messsrs. Furness and Somerset remarked that they 
thought dogs were very susceptible to Strychnine. 

Mr. Somerset also mentioned the case of a Persian 
cat which had stoppage of the bowels, and in which he 
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attempted to give an enema but found he could not 
insert the syringe. There was a history of a foreign body, 
and under the X Rays a needle was discovered. It was 
not possible to remove the needle, and the cat had to be 
destroyed. 

Mr. Armfield mentioned a case of vomiting in the 
horse through the nose and mouth. 

The Honorary Secretary stated that he had seen 
a case of vomition in the horse caused by eating 
young clover. The only treatment given was cnlorodine 
and bi-carbonate of soda, and when he visited the 
animal the next morning he found it quite healthy* 

Mr. R. Hudson had seen a case due to feeding on 
mangolds, but in this case the animal died. A post¬ 
mortem examination was made and it was found that 
there was no rupture of the stomach, but its contents 
were of a very fluid nature. 

The President mentioned Lang’s treatment by the 
stomach tube and the administration of sodium chloride 
solution, and stated that he had passed a cattle probang 
in a case of distended stomach with good results. 

Mr. Thompson related the history of several horses 
which had been u tubed ” in which he had seen quanti¬ 
ties of water passing down ths trachea into the lungs 
whilst drinking. No evil results seemed to follow. 

Mr. Hudson had treated suppressed abscess through 
the tracheotomy tube with gooa results. 

Lymphangitis. 

Mr. Fletcher initiated a discussion, and wished to 
know if anyone had used common salt for treating such 
cnees, and particularly where the leg remained consider¬ 
ably swollen after the acute symptoms had passed off 

Mr. Somerset stated that he had good results in such 
oases with sulphate of soda. 

Mr. Thompson and Mr. Furness thought work or 
forced exercise was wanting. 

The Hon. Secretary stated that he had good results 
from two drachm doses of Aloes every other day, but 
considered nothing would decrease a thiek leg once 
fibrous tissue had been formed. 

The treatment adopted by Mr. Furness was to give a 
dose of physic (aloes) followed by doses of Iodide of 
potass twice daily. 

Mr. Sampson did not like big. doses of aloes in old 
old horses ; his experience being that they often proved 
fatal. He generally gave Hyposulphite of soda. 

The President, on the other hand, stated that he 
gave a first dose of five drachms of Aloes, and repeated 
it in 48 hours. As soon as the action of the Aloes had 
passed off he put the animals to work. 

It was generally agreed amongst the members present 
that lymphangitis is not now so common as before the 
war. and some of them thought this was probably due 
to the absence of beans in horse-food mixtures. 

Mr. Thompson stated he had lymphangitis in batches 
owing to the horse having been fed upon carrots. 

Mr. Somerset mentioned a case of an ambulance 
horse that had had lymphangitis about six times. He 
was afterwards sold to a grocer who kept him in poor 
oondition and gave him hard work, with the result that 
he was now free from the disease. While doing the 
ambulance work he had a first attack of lymphangitis 
which was treated with six drams of aloes followed by 
nitrate of potass, and put to work. The next week, or 
in a short time after, another fore leg was attacked and 
was successfully treated in the same way. Repeated 
attacks, however, left a thick leg behind. He thought 
lymphangitis was something like gout. 

Mr. Armfield mentioned a case where fibrous tissue 
developed to such an extent as to interfere with the 
nation of the flexor tendons, causing the animal to have 
an over-shot fetlock. 

Mr. Fletcher wanted to know is anyone had seen 
lymphangitis of tha bowels. 


Mr. Hudson thought a probable cause of lymphangitis 
was plugging of the iliac arteries. 

The Hon. Secretary considered that the symptoms 
of lymphangitis as shown by pain and sweating of the 
leg was due to inflammatory action in the lymphatic 
vessels, and considered that the swelling afterwards was 
due to inability of the lymphatics to carry away the 
exudations. 

Interesting Specimens. 

Mr. Sampson showed the superior inaxilla and pad of 
a three-year old bull affected with actinomycosis in the 
upper palate. He administered 20 grains of Bin-iodide 
daily, and painted the mass with carbolised phenol. The 
growth increased, and involved the nostrils, and in con¬ 
sequence the bull had to be slaughtered. A post mortem 
examination revealed the animal to be also affected with 
advanced tuberculosis. [iSmce the date of the meeting, 
the specimen from the bull has been submitted to Sir 
John M‘Fadyeau for his examination, and he has re¬ 
ported that tbe disease was undoubtedly actinomycosis. 
The animal was thus suffering from two diseases at the 
same time.] He had been bought for stock purposes in 
the North of England, and he wondered whether he had 
been a tuberculin “reactor.” He had known several 
good bulls which had been bought cheaply and after¬ 
wards found to be tuberculous. In his opinion it pointed 
to the fact that these hulls had been tested probably for 
overseas trade, but having failed to pass the test, were 
sold in this country for stock purposes. 

Mr. Sampson also continued his remarks from a pre- 
! vious meeting regarding the case of a bull with one 
| testicle. Attempts had been made to get the seller to 
return part of the purchase money, but he declined to do 
anything as the condition was not hereditary. He 
thought it would interest the members to know that 
this bull was now serving cows with scccess. 

A vote of thanks to tbe President concluded an 
interesting meeting. 

J. S. Lloyd, Hon. Sec. 


TEACHERS AS COUNC1LMEN. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Dear Sir,—The Editorial in your issue of the 1st inst. 
appears to be a combination of two efforts—to stifle 
criticism of the Council of the R.C.V.S., and to laud and 
magnify the qualifications and abilities of teachers, or, 
as you call them, “Schoolmen,” as Councillors. If I may 
be allowed your hospitality, I wish to state most can¬ 
didly, that I do not think that the opinions which yon 
advance and espouse so emphatically, are supported by 
the majority of the profession. 

A correspondent, who is obviously only expounding his 
own views, expects, and is allowed considerable latitude 
therein, as it is not of great consequence, whether he is 
voicing the collective views of his fraternity, or merely 
playing a solo ; but in the editorial of a professional 
paper one expects an expression of opinions, which, 
although probably conservative, are also unbiassed ana 
tolerant; qualities that are not conspicuous iu the 
article I refer to. 

To speak of criticism of the Council as, “ Indulging in 
general disparagement,” and as a “ Vagary,” and <T Dero- 
gatory,” savours more of the ponderous and theatrical 
magnificence of the Petty Sessions, than of the editorial 
sanctum, and it will indeed be a sad day for the pro¬ 
fession if we must withhold our views, lest we incur the 
chastisement of the editorial rebuke. 

What you also term with magnificent scorn, “this 
sort of thing,” appears to be that zoological curio, popu¬ 
larly known as a mare’s nest, which, although seldom 
seen, is hardly worthy of the editorial thunder. You 
proceed to repudiate a view, which I am not aware has 
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been seriously advanced, that “ teachers of the Council 
care for nothing beyond school and examination ques¬ 
tions;” although I am prepared to admit unreservedly 
that they may be as interested in the general policy of 
the Council as much as any other class,it would indeed 
be passing strange, if they did not consider these ques¬ 
tions, in whieh they are presumably well versed and 
highly interested, of piramount importance, and who 
shall say, that from their point of view, they are not 
right] This much may be granted, but that, “they 
would still be indispensable,” requires some swallowing. 

Word values change with the times, and the most 
striking contemporary instances of such change, may be 
found in the recently ubiquitous words, “contemptible,” 
and “indispensable,” the former, used as a noun to 
imply a character almost beautified in its modere mean¬ 
ing, and in its pro-1914 sense, as a fitting adjective to 
qualify the latter in its “tribunal” usage. I should be 
loath to apply the latter meaning to the teacher Coun¬ 
cillors, but, with no ill-will, submit that it is as accurate 
as your description, and equally ridiculous. 

Your next statement, “Mat.ers which profoundly 
affect the future of the profession, are quite as im¬ 
portant as anything concerning its present; and the 
most aggressively “energetic,” practitioner can hardly 
claim that he and his kiudare so well fitted to deal with 
them as school men,” is to point, with a vengeance. 

Had you here had the benefit of au interlocutor, to 
cry forth that classic aphorism, “ That’s the stuff to gi’e 
’em,” I do not thiuk that even the most brazen of those 
ignorant nonentities, the aggressively energetic practi 
turners, would have dared to speak again on the subject, 
unless perhaps, with great humility, to recent his for¬ 
mer absurd, aud heretical opinions. As I make no pre¬ 
tentions to be either aggressive or energetic, may I ask 
you to substantiate this new dogma ? 

By what process of second sight, occultism, necro¬ 
mancy, or alchemy are the “schoolmen ’’—(like Council- 
men, a strange and cumbrous union, savouring of the 
Hun principle of compounding words)—enabled to see 
into the future, any farther than other practitioners, 
aggressive or otherwise ? And why are “he and his 
kind” less fitted to deal with such matters than the 
teachers 1 

With lavish hand, in the best demagogic manner, you 
propose to distribute what is not yours to dispose of, 
the seats on the Council, when you state, “ the 
interests of different schools occasionally clash, and it 
is therefore desirable that each should have at least one 
representative.” One is grateful that you should have 
limited the number, for if your argument is sound it 
it might seem only reasonable that the schools should 
have two, or three, or more representatives each. 

It is well that you have previously given the knock- i 
out blow to the aggressively energetic practitioner, 
otherwise he, with that crude coarseness typical of “ he 
and his kind,” might ask what on earth the clashing of 
different school interests has got to do with the Council. 
Or even suggest that the floor of the National Sporting 
Club is a more suitable arena for the settlement of these 
squabbles. 

The statement that, “These reasons alone render a 
good school representation imperative,” is rendered nu¬ 
gatory by the fact that few people will accept them as 
reasons, bnt only as a grossly biassed and pragmatic 
expression of opinion, unsupported by facts. 

The query, “ but who has greater opportunities of ob¬ 
taining such knowledge (of the necessities of the pro¬ 
fession) than he” (the teacher)? is answered to your 
own satisfaction by your statements, that:— 

(a) “He works in a large city where he may meet 
many more Veterinary Surgeons than are to be met 
with in any country district.” 

This is truism, and is equally applicable to all hiB fellow 
citizens in the profession. 


(6) “ Often his work.—especially if he is a patholo¬ 

gist or clinician, brings nim into contact with veterin¬ 
arians much farther afield,” 

The bringing into contact may be conceded, but, that 
the necessities of the profession are the chief subjects 
of discussion may be queried : it is much more likely 
that wh?n the subject of consultation is settled, that 
politics, racing, or vintages, are the topics discoursed 
on. Readers of Shakespeare will have observrd, that 
when two or three men are gathered together, the con¬ 
versation generally turns upon the fair sex : may 1 with 
great timidity and all humility, (if my query is not so 
irreverent as to verge on the profane)—ask, if it is not 
just possible, that on t he occasion of these meetings our 
intellectual giants do not sometimes also revert to type, 
and exchange a few pleasantries on, “ The Ladies, God 
bless them.” 

(c) “ Often also, he keeps in touch with many of his 
old students ; and this in time, greatly extends his pro¬ 
fessional acquaintance.” 

This also is true, but like the former point, does not 
imply any widening of knowledge of professional needs, 
and if indeed in both cases, such needs are the only 
topics of conversation, the knowledge acquired is only 
second hand, and is merely the crumbs which fall from 
the table of knowledge, »>t the general practitioner. 

(d) “The truth is that hardly any man is so well 
able to gain a wide and intimate knowledge of the con¬ 
dition and requirements of the profession as a teacher, 
especially if in a large school.” 

Having thus given the coup-de (jidee to the smaller 
schools and their representatives the field is somewhat 
clearer ; it would however have been simpler to limit 
your advocacy in the first case solely to a large repre¬ 
sentation of teachers from the largest Rchool, whichever 
that may be, and to let the smaller fry disappear into 
oblivion, along with aggressive and energetic practition¬ 
ers, and those from the country, who are denied the 
mental sustenance and enrichment, which are appar¬ 
ently only to be found in large cities. 

( e) “ Compared with his opportunties, those possess¬ 
ed by the great majority of practitioners are insignifi¬ 
cant.” 

This is highly debatable, but even if correct it must 
be stated, that is not the number of opportunities given, 
but the manner in which they are made use of that 
counts, and unless evidence is produced to enable us to 
judge on this point, many, like myself, will consider 
your statement of doubtful value. 

(/) “ Add to this the tact that teachers are usually 

men of more than average natural ability ; and it is easy 
to understand their potency in the Council chamber.” 

This is sufficient to finally choke off anyone with a hide 
less pachydermatous than that of Lord Haldane, but as 
it is well known that fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread, I propose to have a rush. 

If you mean that teachers, like other veterinary sur¬ 
geons, are of more than the average ability of men out¬ 
side the profession, I heartily auree, but if you wish to 
assert, that teachers are of a higher ability than their 
professional brethren, your views are only spared from 
being dedicated as an insult to the profession, by their 
crude absurdity. 

Your final paragraph is so ingenuous, and so very 
definitely non-committal, as to be worthy of ranking 
with Counsel’s opinion. 

I wish to emphasise that I have nothing but the best 
of good feelings towards the teachers in our schools : in 
great part their devoted services are not performed in 
the lime light, and probably their great work for the 
welfare of the profession is apt to be overlooked, especi¬ 
ally those whose names are seldom brought to our notice. 
I feel sure that maDy teachers must possess qualities 
which render them peculiarly well fitted as Councillors, 
not because, but rather, one might say, in spite of, the 
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fact that they are teachers. Had you limited your 
advocacy to that point, I should not have venture 1 to 
emerge from my obscurity, but, that teaching is a prime 
qualification for a seat on our Council, is a doctrine 
which I cannot subscribe to. 

It has been stated of lawyers, that, “they see too 
much of life in one way, too little in another, to make 
them safe guides in practical matters. Their experience 
of human affairs is made up of an infinite number of 
scraps cut out of other peoples lives.” These words 
may with equal truth be applied to teachers. 

Mankind has frequently been divided into classes : in 
the early days of the Christian era, the dividing line 
parted the sheep from the goats. p. G. Wood house 
classsfies mankind as men who can stop dog fights and 
men who can not do so. 

Rudyard Kipling's division is, Human Beings and 
Germans, but apparently your cleavage is the separation 
of science from brute force, when you divide the pro¬ 
fession into “ teachers,” and “ the great majority of 
practitioners.” 

It is with the greatest reluctance that I assume the 
office of press correspondent, for which I possess neither 
inclination nor aptitude, but as I regard your attack on 
the great majority of the profession, and yonr unfavour¬ 
able comparison of their abilities with those of the 
teachers, as being in the most questionable taste, I feel 
impelled to euter tht lists, in defei.ee of myself and my 
non teaching colleagues, at whom you have so contemp¬ 
tuously, thrown down the stage. 

It was, 1 believe, Disraeli, wh > delivered the delight¬ 
ful dictum, that, “The worst of great thinkers is that 
they always think wrong,” and it would be charitable to 
assume, that the wrongness of your views is solely due to 
the greatness of your thoughts.—1 am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

A. B. Mattinson, Major, R.A.V.C., 
Commandant School of Farriery. 
Woolwich, S.E. 18. 5/2/19. 

[We print the foregoing as a contribution to the 
argument; it is amusing, but it occupies much space, 
and it does little to elucidate the main question, upon 
which there is a distinct difference of opinion—Is it 
desirable that the teaching colleges should be repre¬ 
sented at our Council board ] J 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

War Office, Jan. 30 

The following dispatch has been received hy the Secre¬ 
tary of State for War :— 

General Headquarters, Salonika, Nov. 1, 1918. 

My Lord,—I have the honour to submit here a list of 
the names of the Officers whose services I desire to 
bring to your Lordship's notice for gallant conduct and 
distinguished services rendered during the period from 
March 1, to October 1, 1918. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

G. F. Milne, Lt.-Gen., 
Commanding-in-Chief, British Salonika Force 

Col. (temp. Brig.-Ge.n.) F. Eassie, C.B., c.M.r;., d.s.o. ; 
Temp. Capt. (actg. Lt. Col.) I). O. Turnbull, d.s o. ; 
Temp. Capt. T B. Harries ; Maj W. L. Harrison, o.b.e., 
F.R.c.V.8. (t.f.) ; Temp. Cant. A. A. Higgins (died); 
Temp. Capt. G. N. J all; Temp. Capt. H. B. Kauntze ; 
Temp. Capt. G. Moir, o.b.e., f kc.v.s ; Capt. R. H. 
Penhale (t.f ): Temp. Cqe. J. Richardson; Capt. 
(actg. Maj.) P. R A. Thrale (t.f.). 


War Office, January 31. 

The following dispatch has been received by the Secre¬ 
tary of State for War — 

General Headquarters, Sept. 30, 1918. 
My Lord,—I desire to record my appreciation of the 
excellent services rendered by the Officers included in 
the list I am forwarding with this Dispatch, during the 
period from December 1, 1917, to July 31st, 1918. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s obedient servant, 

J. L. Van Deventer, General-Commanding-in-Chief, 

East African Force. 

Staff—T emp. Capt. F. J. McCall, M.c., e.a.v.c. 

| Capt. A. M. Howie, s.a.v.c. 


* \ tracts from 1.on ion Gazette , 

Wak Office, Whitehall, Jan. 30. 

Regular Font es Royal Army Veterinary Corps 

Capt. F. W. C. Drink water (t.f), to be actg. Maj. whilst 
holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Nov. 1, 1918). 

Temp. Lts. to he temp. Capts. :—S. H. Pettifer, J. J. 
Clune, G. P. Kennedy, J. P. A. Morris (Jan. 15). 

J an . 31 • 

Temp. Capt. T. A. Huband, f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes his 
c unmn. (Jan. 7,) and retains the rank of Capt. (Sub¬ 
stituted for notification in Gazette , Jan. 6. 

Feb. 3. 

Maj. and Bt, Lt.-Col. W. A. Wood relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.D.V.S. 
(Nov. 22, 1918). 

Maj. and Bt. Lt. Col. P. J. Harris to be actg. Col. while 
holding the appt. of D.D.V.S. (Nov. 22, 1918). 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) A. Spreull D.s.o. (t.f.), to be actg. 
Lt.-Col. while holding the appt. of A.D.V.S- (Dec. 3, 
1918). 

Capt. P. T. Lindsay, Spec. Res., to be actg. Maj. 
while holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Dec. 7, 1918), 

Feb. 4. 

Capt. L. A. Auehterlonie relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to comd. a Vety. Hosp. (Jan. 20). 

Feb. 6. 

Temp. Capt. W. H. James, d.s.o. relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A D.V.S. 
(Nov. 11, 1918). 

Capt. J. H. Thomson (t.f.), to be actg Maj. while hold¬ 
ing the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Nov. 11, 1918). 

The following temp. Capts. relinquishe their commns. on 
appt. to the Anst Imp. Force :—J. J. Bourke (Dec. 7, 
1918) ; Br. Maj. S. L. Symonds (Dec. 18, 1918). 

I). S. Rabagliati to be temp. Capt. without pay or al¬ 
lowances (Feb. 5, 1916). 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

Jan. 31. 

L'eut. to be Capt. : -.T. D. Haywood (Jan. 16). 

Feb. 1. 

Capt, R. Moore is placed on the retired list on acct. of 
ill health caused by wounds (Feb. 2). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Jan. 29. 

Major W. L. Harrison, o.b.e. F.K.c.v.s., to be actg. Lt.- 
j Col., whilst A D.V.S. (Jan. 21). 

I Bt, Maj. (temp. Maj.) G. W. Godwin relinquishes 
| the temp, rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. as 
1 D.A.D.V.S. (Kept. 29, 1918). 

Temp. Capt, 11. Leeney is retired, having attained the 
age limit (Feb. 5), and retains the rank of Capt. 
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Nominations fok election to Council, June, 1919. 

Eight Vacancies. 

Candidates. Proposers. 

Bradley, O. C., Edinburgh J. Abson, H. Sumner 
Craig, J. F., Dublin D. S. Prentice, T. H. Griffin 
Dunstan, J., Liskeard O. C. Bradley, S. Stockman 
Gaiger, S. H., Glasgow S. Stockman, P. Wilson 
Gofton, A., Edinburgh F. W. Garnett, A. L. Wilson 
Hamilton, D., Hamilton O. C. Bradley, P. Wilson 
Hill, J., Llanelly D. G. Davies, J. F. Rees 

Lawson. A., Manch’r F.W. Garnett, J.W. Brittlebank 
Logan, W., Inverness R. J. Stordy, L. L. Dixson 
Male, G. P., Reading G. A. Banham, J. C. Cowman 
Stockman, S., London F.W. Garnett, R. C. Trigger 
Tutt, J. B., Winchester E. W. Baker, T. B. Goodall 
Whar*m, S., Leeds S. E. Sampson, J. Clarkson 
Willett, J., London J. T. Share-Jones, H. Sn mner 


Subscriptions to R.C. V.S. are unavoidably htld over. 


Personal. •» • - 

Howie—Hannay. At the Grand Hotel, Charing 
Cross, Glasgow, on the 4th inst., by the Rev. James 
Hutchison, m a., Cambuslang, assisted by true.-Rev. 
William Baxter, m.a., P>arrhead, Adrian Morrison 
Howie, m.r.c.v.s, Capt r.a.v.c. (late South African 
Veterinary Corps), only surviving son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas J. Howie, “ Auchinblae,” Kirkburn Avenue, 
Cambuslang, to Agnes McCall Ney (Nancy), eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Hannay, “San 
Remo,” Stewarton Drive, Cambuslang. 


OBITUARY. 

Patrick Desmond English, m.r.c.v.s., Queenstown, 
Ireland. Graduated, Dublin: July, 1911. 

Mr. English died 28th Nov., 1918, Aged 30. 

E. Granville Haskell, m.r.c.v.s., Bury St. Edmunds. 

Lond : Dec. 1904. 

Death occurred 26th January, at the age of 44. 
Arthur GoutJ., G.V.S., Pretoria. 

Lond : April, 1871. 
The loss is reported of Mr. Arthur G<»ule^ torpedoed 
on “Galway Castle,” en route to South Africa, on Sept. 
12th, 1918. 

Alfred Maller, Hove, Brighton, 

“Existing Practitioner.” 

A correspondent writes:—“Mr. Maller died here 
(Hove), on Saturday last, Feb. 1st ; he was in his 88th 
year, and was engaged in his practice until about six 
weeks ago. He had been in practice heie for over 60 
years.” He was always well spoken of by members 
who came in contact with him professionally. 

Henry Pulman, Nelson, Lancs. 

“Existing Practitioner.” 

Death of Mr. Pulman took place on 31st January. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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\ The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
(a) Confirmed, (ft) Reported bv Local Authorities t Counties affected, animals attaoked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb.. 4, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical nstruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 3, 1919 
Notb.— The figures for the Current Year sre approximate only. • As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Election Proposals. 

Two old proposals are to-day revived in an elec -1 
tion address. The first is that, when the passage 
of the Bill affords the necessary funds, the 11 out- 
of-pocket expenses ” of members of Council shall 
be paid. Probably most men will agree with this 
in principle, at least to some extent. There is much 
to be said against remunerating Councilmen for 
their services, for one having the interests of the 
profession at heart would not grudge the few days 
each year which Council work demands; but the 
payment of expenses is another matter. “ Actual 
out-of-pocket expenses” is a somewhat elastic 
term ; but the railway expenses of all Councilmen 
living fairly out of London ought certainly to be met 
by the College as soon as our funds allow; though 
even that will amount to no small annual disburse¬ 
ment. 

The second proposal—of splitting up the pro¬ 
fession into electoral divisions on the Parliamentary 
plan, is an older one. It has appeared before at 
times when the profession felt vaguely dissatisfied 
with the Council; and has died away before long, 
as it probably will again. Plausible as it may 
appear at first sight, it will not bear close examin¬ 
ation. Our present system is that the candidate 
appeals to the whole profession, promises to work 
for its interests as a whole, and is elected by votes 
coming from all over the Kingdom, and beyond it. 
That is the widest possible basis for the election; 
and any narrowing down of it would be injurious. 
The long-established practice of the Professional 
Societies nominating candidates for Council elec¬ 
tions has not done much good to the Council itself. 
Such candidates have been elected, often largely 
and sometimes wholly through the influence of their 
Societies. Some have been good men; but, speak¬ 
ing very generally, a great many have not been 
legislators of the broadest views. A system under 
which every candidate is not merely nominated but 
actually elected by a small section of the profession 
would tend to produce Councilmen of still narrower 
type. Under our present system, a Councilman at 
least knows that the whole profession placed him in 
his seat and can remove him from it, and will prob¬ 
ably take something like an all-round interest in tbe 
profession. Under the local plan, he may ignore all 
interests save those of his “ constituency.” More¬ 
over, though there are many questions which 
concern some sections of the profession more than 
others, there are few in which the interests of 
different sections directly clash ; and this nullifies 
the chief apparent reason for a division of the 
electorate. There are no grounds for supposing 
that division would improve the Council in anyj 


direction ; there are solid grounds for believing that 
it would do the reverse. 

Our voting system, under Which the members 
choose a quarter of the Council every year, is as 
perfect a method of enabling the whole profession 
to constantly influence its governing body as could 
be devised. Doubtless ft often returns the wrong 
man to the Council; but it does so not from any 
faults in the system, but from errors in the judge¬ 
ment of the very human electorate. 

| Matriculation Exemptions. 

A correspondent criticises the recent exemption 
from matriculation of three prospective veterinary 
students, subject to “ satisfactory testimonials as to 
general education” being received. The present 
conditions are unprecedented and there can be 
little harm in the few exemptions that have been 
made, always providing that good evidence of a 
liberal education is forthcoming. 

Schoolmasters’ testimonials, which are also in a 
sense certificates of work done, and are net necess¬ 
arily given with reference to any one profession or 
calling, supply this. The Examination Committee 
judge each case ou its merits, and there is no reason 
to think that each is not scrutinised keenly. That 
such scrutiny should also be sympathetic goes with¬ 
out saying; for, if ever men did deserve special 
consideration, these do. 


GOING THE WRONG WAY. 

In the report of the proceedings of the N.M.VJL, 
in the current issue of The Record , February 8th, 
there is a note by Mr. Thompson regarding some 
horses which had been “ tubed,” and in which he 
had seen quantities of water passing down the 
trachea into the lungs whilst drinking, and that no 
evil results followed. It is to be regretted that 
more particulars of these oases were not given, as 
the question is an interesting one. Some yearn 
ago there was a note in one of our weeklies of a 
similar oocurence, and here also no barm seems to 
have resulted. 

We “ tubed ” a mare in 1914 within a few hours 
of the apparent onset of a very severe attack of 
strangles. For the next two days tbe patient took 
nothing, and from tbe third to the sixth day only 
fluids—mainly milk. After each effort at swallow¬ 
ing, a little stream of milk would come through the 
opening in the trachea, and doubtless more passed 
down. The mare never coughed or seemed to be 
inconvenienced in any way irom tbe presenoeof 
these fluids in the trachea. When an abscess form¬ 
ed and the pus was evacuated, liquids ceased to come 
through. At this date, 1919, tbe mare is quite well. 
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The history of these eases seem to suggest that 
the passage of fluids into the traohea during efforts 
to swallow, in severe sore throat in horses, is com¬ 
moner than is generally supposed ; and also that it 
ooours in many other cases where medicines in a 
liquid state are forcibly administered, especially 
with horses. The question whether “ pneumonia " 
follows in any of these instances would appear to 
depend on the nature of the fluid passing down 
rather than upon the quantity; so that in pre¬ 
scribing we should always have in view the possi¬ 
bility that a part of our drench may " go wrong ” 
and accordingly avoid irritating substances or 
giving concentrated solutions. 

It is a veritable catastrophe of medicine to see an 
animal recover from an acute attack of a given 
disease, and then to have to stand by and see the 
patient “ pass out ” from some pulmonary trouble 
induced during efforts to relieve the original condi¬ 
tion. We saw some time since two horses die in 
one stable within a few weeks of each other from 
this cause. The attendants raised the head by 
means of a small pulley ; and of course the horses 
were quite unable to get their heads down until the 
drenohing had finished. The draught contained 
ammonia, and in our experience this is one of the 
worst agents to go the wrong way. Capsicum* in | 
even small quantities, is also most injurious. Mag- 
sulph. in strong solution induces pneumonia in 
oows, but in dilute solution does little harm ; and 
salt seems to occupy a similar position. 

In one instance we know of ten young bullocks 
were eaoh given half-a-pint of linseed oil, with the 
result that two died almost immediately. The oil 
must have entered the trachea in bulk, and no 
doubt it suffocated the animals. It was purely a 
oase of carelessness in drenching. 

We have seen more drench catastrophes in the 
horse in oases of acute gastric disease than in other 
conditions; here the animal sometimes obstinately 
refuses to swallow, and the medicines used are often 
of a strongly irritative character and, as a rule, given 
in rather a concentrated form, so that on entering 
the trachea they are very likely to induce trouble. 
The extended use of medicines in capsule form 
seams desirable in horse practice. 

Contrary to what might be expected, an animal 
may notgive an immediate indication that something 
has gone wrong. A rigor may be first symptom ; 
then follow cold sweats and dyspnoea. The ab¬ 
sence of cough in some instances is noticeable, and 
is apt to mislead. The facial expression is charac¬ 
teristic; in an hour or two the animal looks years 
older. No food is taken, and the animal remains 
in one position, or moves with a grunt. The tem¬ 
perature is at first unreliable in forming a prognosis, 
but it usually remains high as the case develops. 
If the animal is not well at the end of twenty-four 
hours the prognosis is often grave. In estimating 
the chances of recovery one must know something 
of the character of the agent swallowed, for it seems 
clear from the evidence that the mere entrance 
of a bland unirritating fluid into the trachea in 
moderate amount is a matter of little importance. 

F. T. Harvey, f.r.c.v.s. 


DROPSY OF THE UTERUS IN A EWE. 

Subject. A valuable Lincoln ewe. 

History. Died the night previous, attempting to 
give birth to three lambs. 

Pnst-mortem. Revealed womb greatly extended, 
containing in addition to three fine lambs, ready for 
birth, about five gallons of clear, slightly green, 
practically odourless fluid. 

Liver showed fairly extensive fatty degeneration, 
and pitted on pressure, Kidneys rather large and 
flabby, otherwise normal. 

The carcase was normal in other respects. 

1 have heard that this condition is sometimes 
produced by excessive feeding on turnips, but do 
not know that this was the case in this subject. 

We sometimes find a similar condition in cows 
sent to the Sheffield slaughter-houses. 

It would be interesting to hear if other veter¬ 
inarians have observed this condition, and to have 
their opinions concerning the same — preven¬ 
tion, etc. 

J. Malcolm Armfield, 

Town Hall, Sheffield. Assist. Vety. Insp. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


The Etiology and Pathogeny or Rachitism. 

De "Biagi Fernando contributed an interesting 
article upon this subject to the Revista Medica for 
1917. There is a theory that rachitism depends 
upon a disturbance in the function of the glands of 
internal secretion, and especially of the thymus, 
supra-renal capsules, and thyroid glands. So far 
back as 1858, Fredebleu sought to establish a con¬ 
nection between the function of the thymus and 
the development of the osseous system ; but it may 
be said that the true origin of the thymic theory of 
rachitism is due to Basch. He observed that in 
rabbits and dogs, four or five weeks after the abla¬ 
tion of the thymus there were alterations in the 
general development, and in the case of fracture of 
bone disturbances in the formation of the callus. 
From this he concluded that the thymus gland 
throws into the circulation a substance which may 
exercise an important function during the period of 
growth. But the administration of fresh calf 
thymus to rachitic patients gave no results to 
Stolzner and to Lissauer; and later experiences 
demonstrate that, though disturbances of the thy¬ 
mus may have influence upon the general growth 
and upon the calcification, we cannot certainly 
find any co relation between these disturbances 
and rachitism. 

At a later date, importance was attached to in¬ 
sufficiency of the 9upra-renal capsules, the offioe of 
which seemed to be to regulate organic changes 
and the metabolism of the various tissues and 
animal organs. 

Stolzner was the first to treat raohitism with 
extracts of supra-renal capsules, and obtained satis¬ 
factory results. He observed improvement of the 
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craniotabes, eruption of the teeth, and subsequent 
diminution of the fontanelle, of the thoracic deform¬ 
ities, and of the alterations of the epiphyses. 

Prof. Bossi, of Genoa, having in repeated experi¬ 
ments upon sheep constantly observed that the 
ablation of one supra renal capsule provoked a true 
osteo-porosis, treated several cases of osteo malacia 
with extract of supra renal gland, and obtained not 
only improvement, but true clinical recovery. These 
results suggested the use of supra-renal extract to 
avoid osseous deformities, especially of the pelvis, 
which are observed in infancy from rachitism ; and 
this treatment was observed to give favourable 
results. Other workers afterwards took it up with 
success. Jovaue and Pace, in Naples, and Mauro 
Greco, in Jemma, came to the conclusion that 
supra-renal treatment improved the nutrition of 
rachitic patients, stopped the osseous pains and the 
gastro-enteric disturbances, caused the disappear 
ance of the softening of the tissues, and favoured 
walking. Luzzatti, in Concetti, also administered 
tabloids of supra-renal extract, and was satisfied 
with the result. 

According to another theory, rachitism depends 
upon insufficiency of the thyroid gland. The sub¬ 
stance elaborated by this gland may have a stimu¬ 
lant action upon growth in general, and particularly 
Upon the growth of the bones. In congenital 
myxoedema, there is an arrest in the development 
of these, and ossification remains stationary. Hof- 
meister has demonstrated that the same thing 
olso occurs in young animals in consequence of 
extirpation of the thyroids. Quite the contrary 
occurs in hyper-thyroidism, where the growth of 
the skeleton is accelerated. On the other hand, 
Hertoghe reports good results from the thyroid 
treatment of rachitism. But other observations 
have proved that this treatment is of use only when 
the rachitism is associated with hypo-thyroidism ; 
in these cases the general nutrition improves and 
growth rcommences. 

Others have suspected a relation between the 
pituitary gland and rachitism. The physiological 
importance of the pituitary gland has been much 
studied, first by physiologist, then by clinicians. 
Extirpation of the pituitary gland, especially in 
young animals, causes arrest of development and 
disturbances of dentition, the osseous system, and 
metabolism, It appears that the action of pituitary 
extract consists in improving the utilisation of the 
mineral salts which reinforce the organism, and in 
diminishing their elimination. Pituitary extract 
may stimulate these processes in rachitic patients, 
granting that hypo-function of the pituitary gland 
exists in them. 

All the organs of internal secretion represent so 
many forces linked together in a long and intricate 
chain which governs the formative and protective 
rythm of the organism. Thus it may be believed 
that rachitism has a polyglandular pathogeny.— 
(La Clinica Veterinana). 

W. R. C. 


THE WORK OF THE BRITISH ARMY 
VETERINARY CORPS AT THE FRONTS. 

By Maj. Gen. Sir Fredk. Smith, k.c m.o., o b, f.b.0 vjb. 
(Reprinted from the Journal of the Royal Society of Arts), 
( Continued from p. 276). 

It will be evident to you that horse mastership in the 
present war has left much to be desired, through the 
pardonable ignorance of those in charge. Officers and 
men without the most elementary acquaintance with 
horses in civil life, have found themselves responsible 
for the care and management of a strange and capricious 
tniiiul. Among the many difficulties uf the new army 
(here was none that it h d to face great r than this ; it 
is a subject in which information could n t be obtained 
hv any other means than that of practical experience. 
Nearly all tile painful and frequently fatal diseases of 
he digestive system of the horse are due to errors in 
watering, feeding and wo> k.„ The principles gove ning 
nealth and efficiency are hard and fast, there is no com- 
pomiise, though under the conditions of active service 
much may h-ive to be done which we know to be wroog 
in practice, but military necessity knows no law. 

We must, however, Rave the questions of the preven- 
* ion of disease and injury, and of the promotion of 

ahh and efficiency in order to outline the methods of 
dealing with sick animals in war. 

I am now about to tell you how 1300 officers* and 
•27,000 soldiers, exclusive of 6000 colouied men, ure em¬ 
ployed as a coi ps in the various thea res of war in look- 
ng after questions of health and disease as affecting all 
daises of army auimals. Let me remind you that the 
fmrse is not the only animal in the service. Though the 
public thinks in terms of horses, we must not forget 
that the mule is largely employed, while thousands of 
oxen and camels are employed in African, Egyptian, 
and Arabian theatres of wa». All these different aui¬ 
mals come under the care of the Veterinary Service. 

We will begin our stu y of the question by taking the 
smallest complete unit of all arms, t.e., the Division. 

Every division of our artny is provided with a staffs 
consisting of officers, non commissioned officers and 
men of the Roy*l Army Veterinary Corps. E*ch veter¬ 
inary < fficer of the divisiou has charge of a certain num¬ 
ber of animals, and for the carrying out of his duties he 
is responsible to a senior officer, known as a Deputy 
Assistant Diiectomf Veterinaiy Services. This latter 
■ fficer is in turn responsible to the Assistant Director of 
Veterinary Services of the corps of which the division 
forms a pm, while the corps officer is tesponsihle to the 
Deputy Director of Veterin rySeivicesof the army to 
which it belongs The Deputy Directors of arm *s are, 
in turn, subordinate to the Director of Veteiin ry Ser¬ 
vices *t General Headquarters. This is the chain of ad¬ 
ministrative responsibility b> which the whole veterinary 
machinery works, and uy which its efforts are directed 
and co-ordinated. It is the mechanism by which the 
humblest animal in the force receives veterinary atten¬ 
tion from the moment of its being ill or injurea, which 
directs its steps to hospital, and finally returns it to 
duty. No distinction is made in the matter of solici¬ 
tude or care between the transport mule and the officer’s 
charger. 

Every division possesses a special veterinary organisa¬ 
tion known as a Mobile Veterinary Section, the function 
of which is to form a combined collecting station for the 
sick, and a field veterinary hospital. It is composed of 
an offi pr, non-commissioners and men of the^ Ryal 
Army Veterinary Corps, and is provided with its own 

* Practitioners from every quarter of the Empire volun¬ 
teered their services. 
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transport fon stores and equipment. Wherever the 
division goes, its mobile veterinary section accompanies 
it. The advantage of bringing tne sick of a division 
together for treatment is obvious, for not only is a sick 
animal a clog on the mobility of the battery or regiment 
to which it belongs, but there is no one look after it 
without depleting the fighting strength. 

The cases sent to a mobile veterinary section are 
broadly of two kinds : those which will be fit again in a 
few da^s and those requiring prolonged treatment. The 
(governing principle in working a mobile section is that 
it must evacuate its serious or prolonged cases, in 
order to continue to perform its function as a collecting 
station in the field. The location of the mobile section 
IS known throughout the division, it flies a distinguish- 
flag* and at night distinctive coloured lanterns are dis¬ 
played* In stationary warfare it is connected up by 
telephone with the headquarters of the division, and 
care is token in selecting its site that suitable accommo¬ 
dation. is provided. For example, it is no use locating a 
mobile veterinary section some distance from a water- 
supply, or away from a main road. 

in mobile warfare the section, in addition to receiving 
sick, has also to collect any animals abandoned by the 
division. There are always some whhh at the last 
moment are found unable to accompany their units, and 
these are left behind with the full knowledge that they 
will not be neglected. When a division is moving, its 
rpobile. veterinary section is the last to march off, and 
Urns is thus given to collect waifs and strays, and to 
make a final evacuation of those animals intended for 
hospital. 

Every animal sent to a field veterinary section is 
accompanied by a form, which gives the name of the 
unit to which it belongs, the disease from which it is 
8ni&rin$ and a description of the animal for the pur¬ 
pose of identification. On admission this is cheesed, 
and the diagnosis verified, and a serial number allotted, 
which ie placed on a label tied to the head-collar. A 
special coloured label is also tied on, summarising the 
ascertained facts regarding the cause of inefficiency, a 
white label being used for medical cases, green for sur- 
mcah ted for contagious, and blue for casting. In ad¬ 
aption each animal bears a stencil mark in paint on the 
quarter, showing the number of the mobile veterinary 
section to which it belongs. 

A careful examination of all patients received by a 
veterinary section, is of the utmost importance, for it is 
hare that cases of contagious diseases may be caught in 
their earliest stages. If the system described is follow¬ 
ed out, it is known at once to which unit of the division 
the animal belongs, and. notification of the existence of 
oontagious disease is sent it as a warning. 

No* more important dnty exists than the early and 
tksoueh examination of the sick, otherwise cases of in* 
curable and. highly infectious disease, such as glanders, 
will be sent back to the base, and mixed up on the way 
with, unaffected horses. Great judgement is also re¬ 
quired in- deciding which of the ordinary cases may with 
advantage be retained for treatment, and which should 
go>back to base hospitals. Every animal sent back un¬ 
necessarily is a loss to the division, and a source of 
expense to the State. 

What I have just described to you is the first pro¬ 
cedure-in. dealing with sick animals in the front line. 
The second step la as follows. 

When a mobile veterinary section clears out its sick, 
they are handed over to a formation known as a Veter¬ 
inary Evammttnq Station. This is not a divisional unit, 
but oolongs to tne corps of which the division forms 
park FuLT-h c.nrjM has one evacuating station, charged 
week the doty of neeeiving. the sick from all the mobile 


veterinary sections, and transmitting them to the base 
veterinary hospitals. These evacuating stations are 
fixtures, located near to corps railhead, close to a water- 
supply and main road, and, if possible, shelter is pro- 
videa by tents or in billets. The stations Hy the usual 
distinguishing flag, while notice-boards and nnger-posts 
at cross-roads indicate their locality ; their position is 
also published in corps orders. 

Every animal forwarded to an evacuating station 
appears on a roll furnished by the mobile section ; this 
gives the information contained on the coloured label 
previously spoken of. Labels get lost, and are very 
often eaten by neighbouring animals; in fact, the 
problem of field marking for the purpose of identification 
is not entirely solved at the present time, though more 
or less ingenious devices have been employed. 

The sick in the evacuating stations are capable of 
being more thoroughly and deliberately inspected than 
is often possible in a mobile veterinary section. The 
diagnosis is again checked, and a rigid search is made 
for contagious and infectious diseases, as it is most 
important that they should not escape undetected from 
an army area. So important is this that a certificate 
has to be rendered to corps headquarters specifying that 
each animal admitted to the evacuating station has been 
inspected, and stating the result. This inspection ie a 
part of the sifting which began in the mobile section 
and which terminates, as we shall see, only when the 
animal is again fit for duty. It is the essence of veter¬ 
inary supervision, and nothing can replace it. Every 
case passing through an evacuating station, together 
with its disposal, is entered in a book, and from thi^ 
totals are supplied at the end of the week to the corpB 
headquarters concerned. 

The sick are sent to the base by the evacuating stations 
two or three times a week, empty supply trains being 
utilised, or a special sick horse train made up. A train 
load is usually 280 horses, carried in thirty-five trnckB. 
On no account is the evacuating station allowed* to 
become congested, otherwise its functions are impaired, 
and above all there is a delay in getting the more serious 
cases under treatment. In some places evacuation rnwy 
be carried out by water transport, and if the distance n 
not considerable suitable cases may march by road. 
Prior to evacuation all surgical cases are dressed, and 
first-aid dressings accompany the party. The surgical 
and medical cases travel in their groups, and the con¬ 
tagious cases travel in trucks on whicn is marked the 
instruction “ To be disinfected.” One attendant is told 
off to every two trucks; forage and a good supply of 
drinking water go with the animals ; every evacuating 
station holds on charge large water bags for this purpose. 
Petrol tins and cartridge containers were at one time 
employed on these trains, and vere fonnd most useful 
for carrying water. Each evacuating station possesses 
a motor ambulance, the majority of these being gifts. 
From all sides one hears of the enormous value or the 
ambulance service in the present war, especially in 
France, where it has received its full development. 
Some hundreds of ambulances are employed in the Vet¬ 
erinary Service, many being motor ambulances, each 
capable of taking two horses. 

The evacuating station having entrained its sick ibr 
the base, the operations of the second piece of machinery 
in the scheme come to an end, and the third takes up 
the work. These are the hospitals found at. or in. the 
locality of, the various bases established for tne armies, 
each group being told off for a definite portion of the 
fighting line. A group consists of two, tnree or more 
hospitals, viz., a Reception Hospital , a General Hospital , 
and a Mange Hospital. 

(To be concluded.) 
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ANGLO-FRANCO-BELGTAN 
VETERINARY RELIEF FUND. 

British Committee. 

A meeting of the British Committee of the Fund was 
heH at 10 Red Lion Square, London, on Friday, 10th 
January, when the following members were present:— 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, c.b e., in the chair ; Maj. J. Abson, 
D.a.Ak; Mr. G. A. Banh&m; Prof. S. H. Gaiger; Messrs. 
A. Lawson, W. J. Mulvey, T. Salusbury Price, W. Pack¬ 
man, & H. Slocock ; Sir John M‘Fadye&n ; Mr. R. C. 
Trigger; with Sir Stewart Stockman and Mr. Fred 
Bullock, Hon. Secretaries. 

The minutes of previous meeting, on 22nd Oct., 1915, 
were read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Secretaries reported that, as instructed at 
the previous meeting, an appeal was drawn up and 
issued early in 1916 to all Veterinary Associations, and 
to ever y member of the profession. Subscriptions as 
received were acknowledged, and a list was published in 
the veterinary press from time to time, until the end of 
1916, when it was thought advisable not to make any 
further appeal at that time. 

The total amount received to date in subscriptions is 
£278 8s. lid., bank interest £27—total £303 8s. lid* 
Incidental expenses amount to about £3. 

following translation of a letter from M. Vallee* 
President of the French Committee, was then read :— 

Comite Anglo-Americain-Franco Belge 
de Secours Vethrinairk. 

Alfort, 23 December, 1918. 

Dear Sir,—It will be with feelings of emotion that our 
Committee will learn of the generous proposals of the 
British Committee with regard to our common object! 
Every French Veterinary Surgeon will see therein a new 
peculiarly touching manifestation of that hearty and 
active co-operation for which France is so much indebted 
to your great country. In return we can offer to the 
British Nation only our assurance of undying gratitude 
and attachment. 

Our Committee is at present preparing a new appeal 
to all French Veterinary Surgeons for financial assist¬ 
ance. We are also asking, on behalf of our unfortunate 
■aambecs, for books and instruments,, and for informa¬ 
tion as to vacant posts where our poor comrades may 
fas'able to support themselves by their work. 

At the same time we are inviting those Veterinary 
Sttfgeonfr who are victims of the war to send in their 
names and to make known their precise needs. 

Our assistance must be given forthwith. Germany 
will obviously have to pay for the devastations due to 
her hordes, and our own country, too* will give some 
Assistance. But such reparation can only be tardy, and 
it is now that our help is required. 

We have in band £1200, four hundred pounds having 
already been expended. Our American; confreres are 
placing at our disposal about £480 With this sura of 
£1680 we have to help more than 300 members. These 
figures will suffice to show you what inestimable assist¬ 
ance the generous intervention of your Committee will 
mean to us. We can never sufficiently express to you 
our gratitude, and we are deeply touched by your kind 
intention, which you have communicated to me, of 
handing over your funds to u» for distribution. 

Will you kindly accept and convey to the members of 
the British Committee the assurance of our cordial 
devotion. H. Valles. 

It was thereupon resolved : “ That? in view of the 
pressing needs of the Ftrad, the sum of £200 be trans¬ 
mitted immediately to the Central Committee for dis- 
tKifeutfuai, mmP that steps be taken* ter* issue at ones- an 


urgent appeal to British Veterinary Surgeons and Veter¬ 
inary Medical Associations, asking for further contri¬ 
butions.” 

The form of the appeal was left in the hands of the 
Honorary Secretaries. 


Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 

A Fund for the relief of Veterinary Surgeons and 
their families who have suffered through the invasion of 
Belgium and Northern France, has been established by 
the French Society of Practical Veterinary Medicine, 
and a Central Committee has been formed, consisting of 
representative Veterinary Surgeons in Belgium, France, 
and England. 

There is an Executive Committee of 25 members, of 
which the President is M H. Vailoe ; Vice Presidents, 
MM. Dechambre and Lavedan ; General Secretary , 
M. H. Rossignol ; Assistant Secretary, M. P. Savary ; 
and MM. Asselin and Houzeau, Place de l’^cole de 
Medecine, Paris, Honorary Treasurers. 

The French Committee is making an urgent appeal 
for funds, and information as to vacant posts where 
victims of the war whose homes have been devasted 
may be able to support themselves by their work. 

The British Committee appeals for contributions from 
British Veterinary Surgeons. More than 300 French 
and Belgian Veterinary Surgeons are in urgent need. 
They have lost all—house and goods, and livelihood. 
All contributions will be handed over to the Central 
Committee to be distributed by them. 

It is earnestly hoped that not only individual mem¬ 
bers of the profession in this country, but also every 
Veterinary Society will send donations to the Fund. 

Remittances should be made payable to the “ Veter¬ 
inary Relief Fund,” and sent to the Hon. Secretaries, 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen,—Having been nominated for the next 
election, as a candidate for the Royal College of VetJw- 
inary Surgeons, I place myself before the Profession, as 
an exponent of the policy stated below. Having nothing 
to gain, with no axe to grind, votes and support are 
solicited for the programme laid down. 

My statement of policy does not pretend to cover the 
whole ground, but enough, it is hoped, will be given to 
clearly indicate the general procedure sought to be 
followed. 

Our profession has never had an opportunity like the 
present. The nation stands on the threshold of a new 
era, and the work of reconstruction involved, will throw 
upon us, and particularly the Council as our governing 
body, many obligations. These will require us to ask, 
and insist on our being given a full leyal status , and 
adequate remuneration for all work undertaken. We 
cannot further accept the position of being non-ercvnttve 
and non-admmistrative, and we must renounce for all 
time the subordinate position we are at present placed 
in, to medical officers of health, sanitary inspectors and 
policemen. 

As a profession we are asked to stand together and 
through the College, as our mouthpiece, to state to 
Government Departments and local authorities the fees 
at which we are prepared to carry out our duties. No 
longer must local men be left on their own to fight and 
struggle with these strong bodies, wrangling over the 
pittance of fees, which have been doled out, in the past, 
as remuneration for professional services. 

Ita like manner, such obligatory tests, as the“maltora” 
for all animals before going iatwriliWiss, ought 1 tor be 
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rigidly controlled by the Profession as a whole and the 
remuneration for same. 

Our Council has never contained a fair representation 
of country practitioners per se : nor has the districts 
into which the country can be divided, been adequately 
represented. Why should not the Council contain men 
returned on the following plan :— 

R.A.V.C., one; Boards or Depts. of Agriculture, four; 
London, two. One each : Areas —Liverpool and Man¬ 
chester, Birmingham, Derby and Nottingham, Durham, 
Sunderland, and Hartlepools, Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Belfast, Dublin, Cork ; Counties — England—Northern, 
Eastern, Western, Southern ; Scotland—Northern, 
Western, Eastern, Southern • Wales—North, Mid, 
South ; Ireland—North, Mid, East, West, South. 

This will give a fair representation to every interest 
in the profession ; will supply men who are in touch 
with local conditions, aud anything arising in an area 
will be capable of being dealt with by the local repre¬ 
sentative, whose views and statement o*f the facts will 
be of great assistance to the Council. 

Our own Bill will, it is hoped, be shortly before Par¬ 
liament, and probably soon be made law. Its progress 
through the Houses, especially in Committee, will re¬ 
quire very careful watching and handling. If we get 
the finance portion through, we will be in possession of 
much needed funds. Our position, from being bankrupt, 
will be fairly sound and if a strong reserve fund is 
created will, in a few years be absolutely “Al at 
Lloyds.” 

Being strong financially the Council will be enabled 
to extend the scope of its work and take up functions 
too long in abeyance, such as “Lobbying” in Parliament 
on all Bills or subjects touching on veterinary work: 
lobbying at all Breed Societies, Milk Associations, and 
Meat Trade interests ; Government Departments both 
Home, Colonial, and Dependencies ; Local Authorities, 
etc. 

Our Council ought to allocate funds for “Research/ 
so that men adapted for such work would be enabled to 
carry it on. 

Moreover, the payment of actual out-of-pocket ex¬ 
penses of all members of Council attending Council 
duties is a democratic measure of the first order thereby 
enabling many capable men to be put up as candidates 
who are at present debarred on account of the double 
loss. The present Charter requires revising, and the 
principle of holding Council meetings in places other 
than London extended. Although the Council for some 
inscrutable reason, does not avail itself of the permission 
to meet once every three years in Edinburgh and Dublin, 
it would be of great advantage if the Council were com 
pelled to travel about a bit. 

The Council’s relations to the teaching schools is 
limited to laying down the curriculum and the holding 
of the examinations while the questions as to what 
manner of men are permitted to enter the schools ; what 
facilities for properly educating them when there ; the 
educational qualifications of the men who are there as 
teachers ; and the general facilities for educating men 
in the higher ethics of life are totally ignored. How can 
the profession advance and keep its proper place in our 
social organisation under these conditions? It is easy 
to see why “ Vis uuita fortior ” is more honoured in the 
breach. 

Such are the views and lines on which I ask for your 
support. They are framed for the profession, the whole 
profession and nothing but the profession. Cliques and 
cabals stand outside my scope and if elected I hope to be 
able to put enough enthusiasm and time at the work that 
will stir up the dry bones of Red Lion Square and give 
the whole of you a real live Council serving your inter 
ests. Tou are teething with discontent. Go where one 


will one finds men everywhere grumbling but you are as 
men without a voice. You are not heard. You are all 
keenly alive to the many disadvantages under which we 
labour and you are hazy as to the means and ways of 
removing the grievances and disabilities under which 
we are placed. Very many of our grievances and dis¬ 
abilities arise from within ourselves, we have been con¬ 
tent to do as we were told ; we were disunited, and we 
have never had a policy laid down from onr governing 
body round whbh we could have rallied and marched 
to victory. You know that there are many subjects 
which at present are better not touched on in print, but 
which cannot be permitted to continue. 

You have the matter in your own hands and if the 
views expressed above commend themselves to you you 
will best support them at the ballot by plumping solidly 
for a pure country practitioner totally unknown person¬ 
ally to the bulk of you but prepared to support policy 
on the lines laid down.—I have the honour to be, 
Yours, etc., 

Llanelly. John Hill. 


“ACTINOMYCOSIS IN A MARE, TREATED 
WITH AUTO-VACCINO-THERAPY.” 

The article on the above by Mr. Scott, Bridgwater, in 
The Record of January 18th, is very interesting indeed, 
and I shall be glad if Mr. Scott would supplement it 
with the following information (1) Length of time 
under treatment; (2) Number of injections given. 

The article not being dated, the only guide to these 
points is that the injections were “administered every 
seven or nine days, and that after “the seventh and 
subsequent injections,” etc. Taking the intervals to 
average eight days, and the number of injections to have 
been ten, the time would appear to have been eighty 
days. 

Bideford, Devon. Wm. Ascott, m.r.c.v.8. 

Feb. 3rd. 


THE DEARTH (?) OF PRACTITIONERS. 

Dear Sir,—Your leading article headed Contagions 
Disease r in The Veterinary Record of February 8th. 

The statement that it is doubtful whether it is practic¬ 
able at the present time, owing to the shortage of Vet¬ 
erinary Surgeons, to carry out properly the Tuberculosis 
Order if it were re-introduced, or to deal effectually 
with other contagious diseases which are now likely to 
crop up, will, I think, come as a surprise to some country 
practitioners. I don’t know whether my district, (agri¬ 
cultural) is exceptional, but within a radius of 20 miles of 
me there are I believe more than a score of Veterinary 
Surgeons, all in practice, and all good reliable men, with 
good practices. 

Now if there is such a shortage of practitioners in 
other parts of the country this ought not to be ; for there 
is no doubt we down here travel the same roads as one 
another daily, and so, in a way, waste a lot of time. 
However patriotic one might be, one cannot just leave 
an established practice and go and start all over again 
in another district which may be without a Veterinary 
Surgeon. The only remedy to me seems some sort of 
State control similar to the panel doctor. 

I was discussing your article with a neighbouring 
practitioner yesterday. He had just been to see, as an 
inspector, a case of Mange reported by a neighbour, and 
as he said, the other practitioner treats the case and he 
(the inspector) will call occasionally to see how it is 
doing—more waste, as he agreed. 

Again, I know another veterinary inspector whose 
duty it is to input fairs held right outside the door of 
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another veterinary inspector five miles away. And so 
it will be, I suppose, under the Milk Act, unless the 
local nuisance Inspector does a Veterinary Inspector’s 
duty. Yet we are short of Veterinary Surgeons ! If 
this is so, there are at any rate some unqualified ones 
coming along. A short time ago a former client of mine 
showed me a letter from his son, a R.A. V.C. sergeant, in 
which the writer says he now knows the use and doses 
of all the drugs; has supplied himself with knives, 
suture needles, hypodermic syringe, trocar, seton 
needles, £craseur, etc., and thinks he has got all he will 
want when he returns to the farm, which he expects to 
do shortly. 

Again, I called recently to see the new tenants of a 
farm at which I have always attended. I found this 
new man to be a demobilised R.A.V.C. sergeant. He 
had a small pharmacy fitted up, and began writing pre¬ 
scriptions which he assured me were specifie for certain 
complaints. 

The above two instances in my little circle may give 
R.A.V.C. Officers who intend to return to country 
practice food for thought, and make them consider 
whether it will not be wise for Veterinary Surgeons in 
the future to be few and far between. Then quack 
medicine vendors—but I mustn’t go on. 

One other thing, sir, if you take the practitioners in 
the 20 miles radius mentioned above, and then look for 
those same names in the list of the annual subscribers 
to the R C.V.S., you will, I think, find them nearly all 
missing in the latter. If I hadn’t written so much I 
should have liked to have given, in my opinion, one or 
two reasons why.—Yours faithfully, 

10th February. Country Practitioner. 


THE PRELIMINARY EXAMS. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—As there has recently been shown so much base 
ingratitute to the members of the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
—certain members of the profession making them the 
object of a criticism as unkind and uncalled for as it is 
unjust and untrue, one feels a not inconsiderable amount 
of hesitation in putting pen to paper to express even 
the slightest disapproval of any action that this body is 
taking. 

However, as nothing but good can come out of honest 
criticism, and as I feel that there must be many mem¬ 
bers of the profession holding the same opinion on the 
question of ex-officers, N.C.Os., and men, who have 
served in the war, being granted total exemption from 
the Preliminary Educational Examination, I write to 
protest against a step which may possibly have no less 
ill-effect than making still more marked the already 
existing educational inferiority of the profession, as a 
whole, when its members are taken en bloc and com¬ 
pared with those of any of the learned professions. 

One really despairs of ever seeing the profession of 
Veterinary Science with any other than its present 
status—socially and intellectually. For many years we 
have had the “Existing Practitioners,” but it would 
certainly have been within the lifetime of many of the 
present members of the R.C.V.S. that it could have 
been said that no one was on the Register who had not 
passed some sort of an educational test. Now, with one 
retrogressive sweep by our Council, any such expecta¬ 
tions are at once demolished, and we are condemned to 
continue with names on the Register without any edu¬ 
cational guarantee belrnd them. 

At their meeting on the 24th ult., the Council accepted 
three names on the strength of testimonials from school¬ 
masters, but I ask, knowing'the popular opinion as to 
how much education is necessary to make a “ Vet.” can 


these testimonials be anything more than mere personal 
opinions? 

And, even those who are employed as teachers at 
Veterinary Colleges sometimes place a very low estimate 
on the amount of knowledge necessary to make a Veter¬ 
inary Surgeon ! I remember that just before a Class B 
examination at one of the Colleges a few keen students 
approached the Professor of Physiology, and represented 
that he had omitted to include in his lectures anything 
on the physiology of the spinal cord. Imagine their 
surprise when he replitd, “ Veterinary surgeons don’t 
require to bother about that! ” 

If this is the view held by an eminent medical man, 
one can easily forgive an old lady who wrote to a mili¬ 
tary friend of mine, and requested that he should use 
his influence to get a job as a “Vet. in the Army” for 
her coachman, who had just been called up under the 
Military Service Act! 

When taking a personal opinion as to whether an 
intending student has received sufficient educational 
training to make it likely that he will eventually make 
an efficient veterinary surgeon, one must not ignore the 
prevailing opinion of the general public. What this 
opinion really is was very well expressed by Maj.-Gen. 
Sir Frederick Smith, in a piper read last December 
before the Koyal Society of Arts. He mentioned that a 
certain Roman General, deploring the state of veter¬ 
inary knowledge in Italy, wrote that the treatment of 
animal diseases in that country appeared to be regarded 
as a mean and contemptible occupation. Sir Frederick 
Smith then proceeded to say that although 1500 years 
bad elapsed since that was written, public opinion had 
undergone very little change in this respect. I think 
that these references should suffice to show how dan¬ 
gerous it must be to allow schoolmasters’ certificates to 
be taken as sufficient evidence that certain intending 
students may be regarded as having sufficient educa¬ 
tional knowledge to entitle them to exemption from any 
form of educational test prior to their presenting them¬ 
selves for their professional examination. 

Although those applicants for exemption have certain 
claims on their country, I do not think that these should 
be met at the expense of any profession. 

I, myself, returned from the Boer War to find that I 
had to recommence Latin, French, Algebra, Euclid, etc., 
to gain admission to a College, but I managed to pass 
the examination in some four or five months, and cer¬ 
tainly did not think that in having to do this I was 
being unfairly treated by an ungrateful country. 

In taking this step it appears to me that the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. has shown more sentiment than reason ; 
and if I were asked for a definition of sentiment, I should 
say: Sentiment is that emotion which sometimes guides, 
and even appears to justify, thoughts and actions agdnst 
better judgment. 

One can only regret that at the same Council meeting 
an application for admission to the examinations for 
the diploma of M.R.C.v.8., made by a lady who could 
probably produce most satisfactory educational qualifi¬ 
cations, was refused on the ground that the College does 
not possess the power to admit women to the examina 
tions for membership. 

If it has the power to sweep away the entrance exam¬ 
ination, the sooner it acquires to itself this other, more 
desirable power, the better it will be for the profession. 

Some day the veterinary profession will take its place 
on an equal plane with the learned professions, but tint 
will not be until forty years have elapsed after the insti¬ 
tution of a preliminary educational ex tmit a»ion of the 
same standard as those required by the learned pro¬ 
fessions, followed by a College course of five years, 
instead of the present four. 

Yes, this reform will come in response to the unani¬ 
mous call of the whole profession, as soon as it realises 
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that herein lies the remedy for that state of affairs 
whereby a Medical Officer of Health has a salary of 
£800 a year, and the Veterinary Officer is placed under 
his supervision and given a mere £200 for his whole¬ 
time services. 

And, that this is the remedy, is because it strikes 
right at the very root of the cause— inferior education. 

Yours faithfully, 

with B.E.F. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Order of the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing appointments to the Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire, for valuable services rendered in 
connexion with Military Operations in East Africa, 
dated Jan. 1, 1919 :— 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

* * * * 

Capt. A. M. Howie, S. African Vety. Corps. 

Extracts from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Feb. 7. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. W. Sherriff to be actg. Maj. whilst holding 
the appt, of D.A.D.V.S. (July 28, 1918). 


Feb. 8. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—W. F. Aston (Jan. 8); 
L. P. Weidenbach (Jan. 26). 

Feb. ia 

Temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. (Feb. I1X and 
retain the rank of Capt.:—R. J. Hall, on acct. of ill- 
health ; J. Gosling, on acct. of ill-health contracted on 
active service. 


Feb. 11. 

Temp. Capt. G. S. Walker relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health (Feb. 12), and retains the rank of 
Capt. 

Temp. Lt. to be Capt. :—C. J. Peach (Jan. 25). 


Feb. 12. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts:—J. Craig (Nov. 12, 1918); 
C. E. McCrea (Jan. 15). 


To be temp. Lt.C. Macpherson, late temp. Lt r.a.s.c. 
(Jan. 27). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. W. G. Thornton, r.a.v.c., to be 
Capt., under Art. 320, R Wt., for pay and promotion 
(July 29, 1918). 


OBITUARY. 

William Beal, Thrapst.one, Northamptonshire. 

“ Existing Practitioner.” 

Mr. Beal died 13th Jan., Aged 64. 


Several communications are unavoidably held oner. 
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Two Imported Diseases. 

The Board of Agriculture has recently issued to 
the practising veterinarians of Great Britain two 
circulars, dealing respectively with rabies and foot- 
and-mouth disease. Both emphasise the greatly 
increased danger of importing disease in which the 
country now r stands, and ask practitioners to be 
constantly on the watch for cases that are even 
suggestive. This is especially urgently worded as 
regards foot-and-mouth disease ; for we are asked 
“ to notify every case that is in the slightest degree 
suspicious, should you find yourself unable to say 
definitely that disease does not exist.” This may 
lead to false alarms, which the Board evidently 
accept —for the sake of lessening the risks. 

The procedure on the part of the Board is not 
usual, but the whole profession will see the justice 
of this call for co-operation. At any moment the 
question of whether disease does or does not obtain 
a formidable start may depend upon the alertness 
of a single practitioner. One clinical error may 
cost the country thousands of pounds in the case of 
the one disease, or human life in the case of the 
other. Remembering this, we cannot be too care 
ful; and our errors should all be on the side of 
excess of caution. 

“ Going the wrong way.” 

Attention has again been drawn to this subject, 
the importance of which even to-day is perhaps not 
sufficiently recognised. A generation ago, compar¬ 
atively few clinicians realised the danger of fluids 
passing into the trachea; to-day, it is much better 
understood. In many respiratory troubles the 
accident is so frequent that it should contra-indicate 
the use of draughts in such oases; in other condi¬ 
tions, also, it is probably more common than is 
generally supposed. The degree of danger aris¬ 
ing from it is more debatable, and certainly de¬ 
pends a good deal upon circumstances. It is 
known that the healthy respiratory passages can 
absorb quantities of water very rapidly, and are 
also remarkably tolerant of at least some irritants. 
There is still much to learn as to how T far these 
attributes may be modified by disease, what irritants 
are the most dangerous, and what non-respiratory 
affections most predispose to the accident. Mr. 
Harvey’s remarks on the last two points are of 
value ; and, though the subject must cause uncom¬ 
fortable reflections to many old practitioners, it 
deserves more discussion than it has yet received. 


The share of Supba-renalb in the action 
of the Pneumogastric upon the Heart. 

H. Roger contributed an article upon this 
subject to the Journal de Physiologic et d$ Patho¬ 
logic gfoUrale for 1917. It is known that two 
antagonistic nerves, the sympathetic and the pneu¬ 
mogastric, act upon the cardiac muscle. The func¬ 
tion of the sympathetic being conditioned by the 
supra-renals. Roger has thought it advisable to 
study the action of the vagus nerves upon the 
hearts of animals deprived of their supra-renals. 
The experiments were performed upon rabbits, and 
their supra-renals were removed by the abdominal 
route. Half-an-hour after the termination of the 
operation, which lasted ten minutes, the carotids of 
these animals were connected with a mercury man¬ 
ometer. Afterwards, first one and then the other 
pneumogastric was isolated and divided; or else 
both were left intaot, In this manner a variety of 
experiments were performed, which led Roger to 
to the following conclusions:— 

In animals which have been “ deoapsulated ” 
(deprived of their supra-renal capsules) section of 
both vagi produces a slight and transient descent of 
the arterial pressure; but’ as the normal excitant 
action of the sympathetic is not present, a secondary 
elevation of the pressure is not produced. 

When the peripheral end of a pneumogastric of 
a decapsulated animal is faradised, cardiac para¬ 
lyses are obtained which are longer at each suc¬ 
cessive stimulation, and which may reaoh a dura¬ 
tion of thirty-seven seconds. 

In the normal animal, successive excitations of 
the vagus produce diastolic depressions, each feebler 
and shorter than the last. These modifications of 
force and duration do not appear to be due to an 
exhaustion of the nerve. They probably depend 
upon an intervention of the supra-renals; because, 
if a dilute solution of adrenalin is injected into the 
veins of a decapsulated rabbit, it is found that the 
cardiac reactions recover the normal type, and, as 
the injection is prelonged, the influence of the 
pneumogastric is lessened till it almost disappears. 

The intervention of the supra-renals also explains 
why successive excitations of the pneumogastric 
are followed by a secondary elevation of blood pres¬ 
sure in intaot animals, ana by a descent in decap¬ 
sulated ones. 

In the course of experiments upon decapsulated 
animals it is frequently seen that excitations of the 
pneumogastric, after having produced extremely 
long paralytic periods of the heart, cause others of 
no more than the usual duration. This return to 
the normal is especially observed when the animal 
has been left for some minutes to recover. It may 
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perhaps be attributable to a functional modification 
of the myocardium, or perhaps to a vicarious inter¬ 
vention of the diverse paraganglia. 

In decapsulated animals, both pneumogastrics of 
which have been cut, the excitation of the peri¬ 
pheral end of one of the cut nerves determines, at 
the Same time as the paralysis of the heart, a 
definite paralysis of the respiration. These animals 
may be restored to life by successively injecting 
adrenalin intravenously and practising artificial 
respiration .—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pec - 
uarias.) 

W. R. C. 


THE WORK OF THE BRITISH ARMY 
VETERINARY CORPS AT THE FRONTS. 

By Maj.-Gen. Sir Fredk. Smith, k.c.m.g., c.b , f.r.c.v.s. 
(Reprinted from the Journal of the Royal Society of Arts), 
( Continued from p. ). 

When the train arrives at the Reception Hospital the 
cases are taken to the admission section, where the serial 
numbers, descriptions, and diseases are verified. Here 
they are marked for retention, transfer, or disposal, 
after being grouped into surgical, medical, contagious 
diseases, mange, etc. The reception hospitals retain 
nothing except very serious or slight cases the former 
being unfit to be moved, and the latter likely to be so 
short a time under treatment that it is economical to 
hold them. These reception hospitals have to be pre¬ 
pared to deal with two or three days’ admissions, and 
are generally for 500 to 750 cases. During their stay in 
reception hospital, the animals are tested by what is 
known as the mallein test, to ascertain whether they are 
free from glanders, so that forty-eight hours are spent 
here ; this time is occupied in grouping the sick and 
attending to their immediate requirements. All animals 
that pass the test for glanders can now be disposed of 
by transfer to the other branches of the base hospital 
System. This is carried out by the Transfer section of 
tne reception hospital, which t*kes over the various sur¬ 
gical, medical and mange groups. From these groups 
cases are drafted to the general and mange hospitals m 
any number desired, the available accommodation at 
each hospital being previously known. 

The Disposal section of the reception hospital deals 
with the cases for destruction or sale, the latter being 
handed over to the Remount Department. 

A ‘‘treatment card” for eaeh patient accompanies it 
wherever it goes, so that any change in diagnosis, or the 
development of a new disease may be noted. The card 
explains what the patient i9 unable to express, and is 
also a complete record of the animal while under treat¬ 
ment ; further, it indicates how long any case has been 
in hospital, for there is a time limit, generally placed at 
three months, beyond which it is not economical to 
retain an animal. 

We must now look at the General Hospital. 

These are designed for 2000 cases, and are generally 
divided into eight sections or sub divisions, each being 
told off for a certain class of case—for example, lameness, 
surgical foot cases, other surgical cases, pneumonia and 
catarrh, debility, contagious diseases other than mange, 
etc. No case of mange is admitted to a general hospital; 
should one occur, it is transferred to a mange hospital. 
On arrival at a general hospital the cases are verified 
from their treatment cards, and posted to their proper 
wards. It is evident that the experience gained by 
officers in their special class of case is unique, and their 
expert opinion of the utmost value to the patient. 


As an animal in any of the hospital wards becomes 
convalescent, it is told off to a definite portion of its own 
ward for special feeding and exercise, with the object of 
getting it fit for work, and twice a week the cured cases 
in each ward are sent to the Discharge section of the 
hospital. Here the animal receives an increase in food 
and exercise, and when quite tit for work is again tested 
for glanders ; if passed free it is transferred to the near¬ 
est remount depot for issue to the troops. 

Cases of debility take a long time to recover, and for 
these special Convalescent depots exist, where the 
animals are at liberty in the open during the day, and 
housed at night. Some of these convalescent depots 
occupy a large tract of country ; one of nearly 3,000 
acres, was the first chosen, and held 4,000 animals. The 
large majority of these during the summer are left out 
day and night, only the weaker animals being housed. 
During the winter the numbers in a depot are reduced, 
and all the animals housed. The principle of construc¬ 
tion employed in these depots is to have a series of well- 
fenced enclosures, each with its own buildings and water- 
supply, with facilities for inspection, exercise, watering 
and feeding ; each group has its own exercising ground. 
The object of this system of separation is to prevent 
extension of contagious diseases should any appear, and, 
to make doubly sure, each group is subdivided into 
smaller groups of fifty horses, This not only gives 
additional isolation but secures individual attention. 
It is very easy to overlook a case in a mob of 1,000 
animals ; it is practically impossible when the group is 
reduced to fifty. 

You may, perhaps, be surprised at the care which is 
paid to the isolation of the horses into small groups, but 
you will remember that the animals in these convales¬ 
cent depots are allowed their freedom, and in conse¬ 
quence mix with each other. The horse is the most 
sociable of animals when with his fellows ; be has his 
friends whom he nibbles and rubs against, and also his 
enemies whom, if he is the weaker, he avoids. In spite 
of the systematic inspections which have been carried 
out before he gains admission to a convalescent depot, 
he may nevertheless, be harbouring infectious disease in 
a hidden form, which later becoming developed will 
certainly infect the other animals in the group. Should 
such a case occur, the risk of infection is reduced to 
relatively unimportant numbers by the system of small 
groups. In this way infection of convalescent depots is 
prevented or controlled. The rule, however, for pre¬ 
venting infection is that no animals are sent there except 
those requiring a rest owing to debility and exhaustion ; 
no case of disease, and nothing requiring active treat¬ 
ment is ever knowingly admitted. 

On arrival at a convalesent depot each animal is care¬ 
fully examined in order to see that it fulfils the required 
conditions ; those refused admission are returned to 
their hospitals. The serial numbers are verified, hind 
shoes removed to prevent damage from kicking, and the 
whole party remains in isolation for fourteen days, 
during which time it is given the full benefit of the 
depot system of nursing. At the end of this period the 
animals are passed out of the isolation block, and classi¬ 
fied accrding to condition and strength ; the weaker 
ones being kept together. This not only ensures the 
necessary quietude and rest, but a better distribution of 
food, for the strong horse will always rob the weak. 
Horses are very human in some of their characteristics. 
The diet is most carefully regulated, because an ex¬ 
hausted horse cannot digest whole or raw grain. 

As the animals improve in condition they are gradually 
promoted to the block dealing with those being got 
ready for discharge ; here the feeding is more lioeral, 
and the exercise increased From this group animals are 
selected once or twice a week for issue to remount depots, 
all being tested for glanders before being sent away. 
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These convalescent depots are organised on the 
principle that horses at liberty can do a great deal for 
themselves where proper arrangements exist ; for 
instauee, the exercise is carried ont on a large semi 
circular track which communicates with each enclosure, 
so that the fifty horses are exercised together, not by 
being ridden, but by trotting or cantering around with 
no weight on their backs, as you will presently see on 
the screen. The pace is regulated by one or two 
mounted men. Having completed their exercise, the 
fifty are returned to their own enclosure, and the next 
batch taken out. It wili be obvious to you what a 
saving in labour is elfected by such a system. 

There is no part of the method of restoring war-worn 
animals which more requires a thorough and perfect 
system than a convalescent depot. Non-recognition of 
this in previous campaigns has been productive of 
enormous losses by the spread of disease. Not the 
least of the triumphs of the Veterinary Service in war 
has been its organisation and management of conva¬ 
lescent depots. 

Mange Hospital*, as their name implies, are distinct 
institutions for the treatment of the nighly contagious 
disease known as mange. It may or may not be known 
to you that mange is due to a special variety of insect 
or mite, of which there are two serious types in the 
horse. One lives on the surface, the other in the depth 
of the skin. The disease caused by the latter is infinite¬ 
ly more difficult to cure. 

In the organisation of a mange hospital the group 
system is, as usual, adopted. The animals on admission 
are first classified according to whether they are suffer¬ 
ing from the ravages of the surface parasite, or those of 
the deep-seated one. They are next grouped according 
to severity, all cases of equal intensity being kept 
together. 

The first important point to decide on admission is 
the type of disease. This is settled by the use of the 
microscope. Every case has to go through this routine, 
and as diagnosed it is sent to its proper ward. If, in 
addition to mange, the animal is suffering from surgical 
trouble or other form of disease, it is grouped according¬ 
ly, so that the two distinct conditions may be simul¬ 
taneously dealt with. 

The routine treatment of mange may interest you. 
The cases are first clipped, either by hand or power- 
driven clippers. The body is then washed to get rid of dirt 
and such like, and finally the animal enters a swimming 
bath containing an agent which kills the parasite. The 
bath may strike you as a difficult measure to adopt, but 
it is far otherwise. A bath is made by digging a narrow 
trench to a certain depth, rendering its sides and bottom 
water-tight with cement, and arranging it so that the 
animals enter at one end, are completely immersed, and 
swim the length of the bath to the outlet, which is pro¬ 
vided with a ramp, up which they walk to a dripping 
pen. Here the surplus material is removed, and the 
patients walk about until dry. Two, three or more 
baths may be needed to ensure cure, for though the 
iusects may be killed, the eggs they lay are very resist 
ent, and will hatch out later and re-infect the host. We 
know that a few days suffices for the hatching out, so 
that the bath is repeated until the skin is no longer 
itchy, and the new coat is seen to be growing on the 
bare surface. 

The bath is not the only method employed in treating 
cises of mange ; sulphur fumigations are used, and the 
French authorities have largely adopted this method. 
It requires the construction of special stabling, for the 
animate must be so placed that tliey do not breathe the 
gas. The head of each projects from the fumigating 
chamber, and a padding around the head prevents the 
leakage of gas. The whole surface of the body is exposed 
to the fumigation for half an hour. 


Vapour baths are also employed, not only with the 
object of getting the animal's body clean, but also to 
facilitate the penetration of the subsequent dressing. 
Incidentally it may be mentioned that the boiler fur¬ 
nishing the vapour bath also supplies steam to the swim¬ 
ming bath, so that in winter the animals entei warm 
instead of cold water. 

We have previously seen the system of grouping 
mange cases according to their nature and seventy ; 
they are also grouped in the ward according to the pro¬ 
gress of the case. Beginning at the bottom of the 
stable, they gradually work up as they improve, until 
they reach the top, by which time it is hoped they are 
cured. Here they remain fourteen days under observa¬ 
tion, any showing signs of itchiness being sent back for 
further treatment. Those showing no further signs of 
being itchy are drafted to the discharge section of the 
hospital, where they remain under further observation 
until considered safe for issue. During the whole time 
they are under treatment the patients are liberally fed, 
without which recovery would be greatly delayed ; they 
are also exercised daily on the automatic system. 

Mange is the chief animal plague of active service ; it 
was not always so. Glanders at one time held the pre¬ 
dominant position, but applied science has reduced the 
ravages of this disease to almost a negligible quantity, 
and we are no longer harrassed by its existence and per¬ 
sistent spread. Far otherwise with mange ; we do not 
know the life-history of the insect apart from the host. 
We know how the disease spreads, and that in three 
months a pair of insects can give rise to one and a half 
million descendants, but we do not know how it is that 
animals sent into the field, absolutely free from mange 
and never during their service having been in contact 
with the disease, may contract it under the conditions 
of war. The same remarks apply to lice, both in animals 
and man. No amount of dirt by itself can lead to the 
production of a living insect, or any other living matter ; 
life can only spring from pre existing life. 

I must, however, leave the subject of mange to con¬ 
clude the account of veterinary hospitals. 

The public conception of these would probably be 
represented by groups of tumble-down buildings, repos¬ 
ing in winter in a sea of mud, and surrounded by foetid 
manure heaps, the sick being overcrowded in dark stuffy 
htables, unventilated and undrained, such as the majority 
of the working animals in civil life in this country have 
to endure. The real picture is very different, and shows 
well laid out blocks of stabling, comfortable, ventilated 
and drained. There is no sign of a manure heap, for in 
this place the highest degree of sanitation is observed. 

Well-made roads intersect the buildings, grass lawns 
exist between the blocks, flower gardens ase encouraged, 
the whole place giving the impression of comfort and 
civilisation. 

These hospitals are the pink of neatness and scrupu¬ 
lous cleanliness, of order, system and method. The 
watering and feeding arrangements are as perfect *s 
modern science can render them, the whole of the food 
being prepared by machinery. A system of competition 
and healthy rivalry is encouraged between the various 
hospitals to ensure that the highest possible standard is 
obtained. There are always original and progressive 
men to be found in every large community, and specially 
selected veterinary officers are placed in command of 
our hospitals with a free hand to improve, and instruc¬ 
tions never to think that finality has been reached. In 
one hospital in France the very chains which tie up the 
horses shine like silver ; none of it is hand labour ; the 
chains go into a rotating vessel every day and polish 
themselves, and the motive power which cuts the chaff 
and crushes the corn burnishes the chains. In another 
hospital advantage has been taken of a supply of marsh 
g&s from a large disused manure-pit; pipes are driven 
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deeply down into the vegetable mass, and the gas led to 
the hospital, where it is lighted and boils the food for 
the sick, which thus costs not a penny for fuel. If the 
animals are so weir looked after, you can imagine the 
care taken of the men, and the comfortable conditions 
in which they live. They have their flower and veget¬ 
able gardens, recreation-rooms and library , and at least 
one hospital has a band, Far better work is obtained 
from men when they are well cared for. 

Wherever we look in the 'various theatres of war— 
France^Italy, Egypt, Salon ica, Mesopotamia, or East or 
South-West Africa, the veterinarv hospitals are on a 
sure foundation. They are modified to meet local con¬ 
ditions and requirements, also climatic needs, but the 
same principles are observed—system, organisation, and 
whole-hearted devotion being the watchwords. 

(To be concluded.) 


F. Bazley, Devizes. 

D. A. E. Cabot, Board of 
Agriculture, S.W. 1. 
J. F. Craig, Dublin. 
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P. Snaith, Durham. 

J. Spreull, 

Cape Colony, S.A. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

(In each case the amount subscribed is £1 Is., except 
where otherwise indicated). 


E. J. Bolton, Athlone 
W. A. Campbell, 

Boroughbridge 

D. Clerk, Stonehaven, 

(1918-1919) £2 2s. 
W. Dotchin, 

Ne wcas tle-on-Tyne 
T. A. Douglas, Kilmarnock 
K. J. S. Dowland, 

Capt r.a.v.c. 
J. A. Edwards, Cn r.a.v.c. 
T. C. Garry, 

London, S.W. 18 
H. Gillmor, Ayr 
Henry Holroyd, Blackb’n 
John Holroyd, „ 

E. E. Jelbart, m.c., 

Capt r.a.v.c. 
G. H. Jelbart, 

Stow-on-the-Wold 


Feb. .5 

P. T. Lindsay, Maj. r.a.v.c. 
W. A. Macgregor, 

Capt. R.A.v.c. 
D. Marshal], CaptR.A.v.c. 
G. T. Matthews, Bd. of A. 
W, Packman, Bury 
W. Perryman, 

London, S.W. 8 
G. R. Simpson, 

Great Driffield 
J. H. Stewart, Swansea 
J. F. Taylor, Capt r.a.v.c. 
J. Taylor, 

Cathkin-by-Rutherglen 
J. H. Taylor, m.c., 

Maj. r.a.v.c. 

J. H. Walker. 

Kirfcby-Lonsdale 
A. Wilson, Maj. r.a.v.c. 
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A. H. Andrew, C’n r.a.v.c. 
G. A. Banham, Cambridge 
G. E. Bowman, Leeds 
O. C. Bradley, Edinburgh 
G. A. Bushman, Islington 

F. Chambers, Maj r.a.v.c. 

S. B. Clode, Pontypridd 

G. Garnett, Hove 
W. L. Gascoyne, 

Lutterworth 
A. Gofton, Maj r.a.v.c. 

W. W. Golding, Hertfbrd 
C. S. Hunting, jun., 

Loughborough 

T. M. Inglis, Maj, Forfar 
E. H. Leach, Newmarket 
E. G. Lepper, Maj, 

Aylesbury 

T. W. Lepper, „ 
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Feb. IS. 

T. Lishman, Maj r.a.v.c. 
H. H. Lord, CaptR.A.v.c. 
Duncan MacLeod, Gl’sg’w 
J. E. Miller, Harwich 
E. H. Pratt, Northallerton 
E. Brayley Reynolds, 

Maj r.a.v.c. 
H. Taylor, Haywards H’th 
E. J. Thorburn, Crewk’ne 
E. Veitch, Weston-s.-Mare 
R. C. Wheeler, C’n r.a.v.c. 
T. Wilson, Nantwich 

(1918-1919) £2 2s. 
E. F. Wood, Little Sutton 
H. S. Wright, H. Wycombe 
(1918-1919) £2 2s, 
H. Dyer, Blackheath 

(Donation £1 Is.) 

33 12 0 

acknowledged 552 3 0 


£585 15 0 


Recent Nominations for Council, R.C.V.S 
Candaidtaa. Proposers. 

Locke G. H., Manch’r. J. W. Brittlebank, H. Sumner 
Squair C. A., Reigate. R. C. Irving 


THE CONTROL OF CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 
OF ANIMALS. 

Sir,—I think that perhaps your article on the diffi¬ 
culties attending the carrying-out of the provisions of 
the Acts relative to the Contagious Diseases of Animals 
would have been more convincing if ? besides your refer¬ 
ence to the present paucity of veterinary surgeons as a 
main cause of those difficulties, you had alluded to 
letters which have recently appeared in The Record call¬ 
ing attendion to the little use that the authorities make 
of the veterinary surgeons who are still in practice. 

If a client living a couple of miles from my house 
calls me, say, to a sick pig, and after examination I 
advise him that he ought to communicate with the 
police, a veterinary surgeon arrives from Sawbridge- 
worth (14 miles away) to do the necessary selection and 
forwarding of the “innards.” If the practitioner has 
on the same day a similar call 14 miles in the other 
direction, and has his private practice to attend to as 
well, he will be kept busy. 

I will give an example of how this sort of thing 
works. Some years ago, I received a wire to go to a 
farm, and some time after I had started another tele¬ 
gram was delivered instructing me not to come, as the 
cow was dead. When I got to the farm I was shown the 
carcase of a cow, just dead, lying in a shed beside the 
highway. The owner had gone to market, but the fore¬ 
man told me that a butcher had been sent for to dress 
the carcase. The case suggested anthrax, and I told the 
foreman that the butcher must not interfere with the 
carcase until my return ; and taking an ear from the 
animal I went home, and on examining the blood found 
that the cow had died from anthrax. I immediately 
returned and ordered the case to be reported to the 
police. Next day the authorities arrived, specimens 
were taken and sent to London for examination, and it 
was not until the third, or I believe fourth, day after 
the animal’s death that the carcase was removed from 
the shed, dragged along the road to a field, and buried. 
Severe restrictions were of course put on the place for 
some time, and as one may imagine, the farmer was 
greatly indebted to me for my interference and for my 
promptitude in responding to his telegram. Had I 
delayed a little and got his second wire the probabilities 
are that the butcher would have noticed that there was 
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something wrong and refused to dress the carcase, and 
it would have gone to the knacker the same day ; and, 
to the farmer at any rate, this appeared to be quite as 
safe a procedure as the one adopted.—Your truly, 

Enfield. W. R. Davis, m.r.c v.s. 

PS. May I remark that all who write to you on this 
subject refuse to sign their names. Why 1 


IMPORTANT TO THE PROFESSION. 

Sir.—Recently I made application to the several 
Committees of our Town Council—Watch, Sanitary, 
Highways—for an increase of pay, pointing out the 
high cost of living, etc. Result—Salary for Inspector¬ 
ship doubled ; inspection of cows o0% rise; contract 
witn horses 50% rise. I trust all Inspectors will do, or 
are doing, likewise. It has been said that we are a 
modest profession (a very fine virtue) in the sense, I 
take it, tnat we do not press things enough—hide our 
light under bushels—and I fear there is something in 
it. Members of Urban Councils taking all in all hardly 
know what modesty means, altho’ the majority are a 
fair and reasonable lot of men. But things must be 
explained to them.—Yours etc., 

The Gables, Reigate, Chas. A. Squair. 

Feb. 18th. 


Sir,—I am very pleased to see Capt. J. Hill’s spirited 
address in to-day’s Record, Under present conditions 
the profession must of necessity be teeming with dis¬ 
content—Unity is absent, and as a result we are forced 
to act in a most humiliating way and it is extraordinary 
how practitioners manage to live on present fees at all. 

As an example I may quote the remuneration!!) 
allowed by one local authority in this district—mileage 
1/6 per mile after first 2 miles (one way only.) Inspec¬ 
tion of flock of sheep re sheep scab—microscopical exam, 
reports to Board of Agriculture, etc 5/-! One can imagine 
what the miner and others would do if offered such a 
fee, and any other profession would of course absolutely 
refuse to act in ours : one protests in vain. With the 
return of the Tuberculosis Order and the advent of the 
Milk and Dairies Bill it really is essential that some¬ 
thing should be done to put us on a fair footing. The 
medical profession is in reality one of the strongest 
Trade Unions in existence—why cannot we take 
similar action. 

With regard to private practice—it is hopeless for 
members to charge proper professional fees m accord¬ 
ance with present conditions if more uniformity does 
not exist—why cannot a scale of fess be drawn up as in 
the case of Solicitors. At present it is chaos. 

Yours etc., 

16/2/19. Practitioner. 

[What the practitioners in Kent achieved in the 
matter of C.C. fees is not yet ancient history ; and the 
action of the men in Derbyshire is only a few weeks old. 
On the'next—possibly on the same page, we print the 
note of Mr. C. A. Squair on the same subject—in a very 
different tone. It looks as though this correspondent 
lacks “guts,” as they put it in the R.A.F.], 


DEARTH OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

Dear Sir,—Your editorial article in The Veterinary 
Record, of February 8th. in which you state that it is 
impossible to treat with the Tuberculosis Order and 
other contagious diseases at the present time owing to 
the shortage of Veterinary Surgeons. I fear that you 


have been sadly misled. I quite agree with Country 
Practitioner’s letter in this week’s Veterinary Record . 
He states, that within a radius of 20 miles there are a 
score of Veterinary Surgeons—all in practice. 1 have a 
country practice, and within a radius of 9 miles we have 
3 Veterinary Surgeons—capable men ; but we have 
never been approached by ihe Board of Agriculture to 
do any work for them. What is the reason] They 
must think we are a lot of children and they can do 
what they like with us. The time has arrived when a 
stop must be put to this treatment, otherwise it will be 
the ruin of the veterinary profession. 

Mr. Editor—do you think it fair that the Board of 
Agriculture should have the power to appoint a certain 
Veterinary Surgeon in a certain district—to carry out 
the Contagious Diseases Act when other Veterinary 
Surgeons are in practice ? W r ben one has a good practice, 
and the clients have every confidence in him, should a 
contagious disease break out you have no alternative 
but your opponent is called in and carries out the 
business, and you have no say in the matter. It is not 
the remuneration, but it is the unprofessional, degrading 
and humiliation of it. i 

At a veterinary medical meeting reported in The 
Veterinary Record of August 26th, 1911, this question 
was brought up by Mr. Gold, who said it was a great 
hardship to a local practitioner for a man to be appoint¬ 
ed as Veterinary Inspector to operate in the same dis¬ 
trict covered by another man’s practice. 

Mr. Stockman (as he was then) said he might not like 
it himself, but surely someone must be responsible, and 
unless they were prepared to adopt the only alternative 
—to appoint e\ery man an inspector in his own practice 
—the present system of appointing certain men for 
certain districts must continue ; and he did not think 
it practicable to appoint every man an inspector in his 
practice (this is wnat is done in the medical profession. 
Why not in the veterinary profession ?) because how¬ 
ever anxious a man might be to do his duty, when the 
interest of the public clashed with the interest of your 
clients there was just the probability that the public 
interest might suffer. I fail to see this argument. I 
am of opinion that it is the other way about—the inspec¬ 
tor who is your opponent conies to your client and makes 
himself most agreeable, and might strain a point or two 
in his favour with the object of getting his work. I have 
heard of it being done. We must be on the same footing 
as the medical profession—when a doctor has a patient 
with a contagious or infectious disease. The Medical 
Officer of Health does not step in and take the"case out 
of his hands, or even go to see the patient. J should 
like to hear the opinion of some of the gentlemen who 
are putting up for the Council of the R.C.V.S. 

A Non-Slbscriber 

to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


TEACHERS AS COUNCILMEN. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Dear Sir,—Your footnote to my former letter stating 
that, “it does little to elucidate the main question, upon 
which there is a distinct difference of opinion—Is it 
desirable that the teaching colleges should be repre¬ 
sented on our Council Board ?” compels me to again ask 
the hospitality of your columns. 

The whole object of my letter was to deprecate what 
I held to be, the wholly pernicious and schismatic doc¬ 
trine, that teachers are more highly qualified to hold 
office in our Council than other practitioners. 

It is beyond question that a number of the profession 
are not satisfied with the Council; the general opinion 
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is that it is not so mueh that they have done things 
which they ought not, as that they have left undone 
things which they ought to have done. 

I have never heard a word of criticism against the in¬ 
dividual members of the Council, but as a corporate 
body the Council is adversely criticised, and in the words 
of Macaulay, “ Surely the uniformity of the phenomenon 
indicates a corresponding uniformity in the cause.” 

Anyone glancing at the composition of the Council 
for this cause, is immediately struck by the large num¬ 
ber of teachers thereon, and naturally the following 
questions suggest themselves 

(1) Are the teaching schools over-represented 1 A 
simple sum in proportion, having for its terms the num¬ 
ber of teachers in the profession and in the Council 
compared with the total strength of the profession 
shows that they are overwhelmingly so. 

(2) Should the schools be represented on the Council t 
This is very debatable, but as the schools are now, or 
should be component parts of the Universities, and not 
the private property of colleagues whose “practice” 
takes the form of owning a school, there is not the same 
powerful case for their representation as formerly. The 
Council, as a Council, should be able to look after the 
interests of the teachers and students as a whole, and 
without bias regarding any one particular school. 

(3) Are teachers more highly qualified as Councillors 
than other members of the profession] As a general 
question the answer to this cannot be definitely given 
Yes or No, without leading to interminable and profit¬ 
less argument. The only proof of qualification is per¬ 
formance, and he who renders greatest service on the 
Council is obviously best qualified, whether he be 
teacher or otherwise. 

(4) Does the Council govern the schools, or do the 
school representatives govern the Council 1 That is a 
question which 1 leave your readers to answer for 
themselves. 

The popular belief in the profession is, that the 
Council (like the profession at large), suffers under the 
incubus of apathy, and that its most discernable policy 
is that of “ wait and see.” 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

A. B. Mattinson, Major r.a.v.c. 
Woolwich, S.E. 18. 12/2/19. 

[We suggest the following reflections anent our corres¬ 
pondent’s four questions. (1) Calculations of the num¬ 
bers of teachers in the Council and in the profession 
are of value only if we adopt the view that teachers 
come upon the Council as school representatives and 
nothing more. (2) Universities, whatever powers they 
may gain over teachers and schools, have no control 
whatever over the R.C.V.S. curriculum and examina¬ 
tions. (3) We agree that this question might lead to 
“ interminable and profitless argument,” and also that 
“ the only proof of qualification is performance.” We 
simply said, and still maintain, that a fairly broad¬ 
minded teacher has much better opportunities of fitting 
himself for Council service than most practitioners 
(4) Those who answer this question by saying that* 
teachers rule the Council must face the fact that they 
never have anything like a majority upon it, with the 
unavoidable inference that teachers generally make the 
most effective Councilman.—Ed.] 


CUMBERLAND PRACTITIONERS 
AND THEIR FEES. 

For some time past a movement has been on foot to 
combine the veterinary surgeons in Cumberland and to 
revise and make more uniform their professional 
charges. The proposal has been to include in this 
scheme the areas of Carlisle, Brampton, Alston, Penrith, 


Wigton, Abbey Town, Aspatria, Ireby, Keswick, Cocker- 
mouth, Brigham, Workington, Whitehaven, and Millom, 
each of which in normal times carries one or more practi¬ 
tioners. 

A meeting, having this object, was held at Aspatria, 
convened by the following circular :— 

“Dear Sir,—As the proposals for standardising and 
equalising the professional fees charged throughout the 
county, drafted and sent round by Mr. Thompson, did 
not prove acceptable, and were generally thought not to 
go far enough, a revised scheme has been prepared on an 
extended scale and more in the spirit of the replies 
received. It is now proposed to submit this revised 
scheme to a meeting of the county practitioners at the 
“Sun Hotel,” Aspatria, on Friday, January 31st inst., 
at 3 p.m. sharp, at which your presence is requested. 

In the event of your inability or disinclination to be 
present, you are asked to signify the same, either to Mr. 
Thompson, Aspatria, or to the Convener of this meet¬ 
ing. in the absence of any reply from you, it will be 
taken to mean that you do not acquiesce in the move¬ 
ment and do not wish to associate yourself with it in 
any way. 

The following gentlemen have already, provisionally, 
approved the scheme, and it is confidently anticipated 
that a large majority, if not ail the county practitioners, 
will hereafter fall into line :— 

J. Soulsby, Cockermouth, W. Litt, Whitehaven. 

H. Barrow, Ireby, H. Thompson, Aspatria, 

James Bell, Carlisle, F. Ashley, Dalston, 

and J. Donald, Wigton (Convener of the meeting ). 

J. Donald, Wigton.” 

The following gentlemen attended : J. Soulsby, 
Cockermouth • H. Thompson, Aspatria; F. Ashley, 
Dalston ; J. G. Bell, Carlisle ; J. Troughear, Working- 
ton ; H. Barrow, Ireby, and J. Donald, Wigton. Apolo¬ 
gies for non-attendance and expressing sympathy with 
the objects of the meeting were received from Messrs. 
Craig Robinson, Carlisle ; T. W. Ilewetson, Brampton ; 
Wm. Litt, Whitehaven. No reply was received from 
Messrs. Steel, Wigton; Little, Alston; Hewson, Carlisle, 
or Hodgson, Brigham, and by the terms of the circular 
it was concluded that they did not wish or intend join¬ 
ing the scheme. 

Mr. Thompson, who was voted to the chair, said that 
almost every section of the community were now com¬ 
bined together to protect their own particular interests. 
The farmers had their Union to look after their interests 
and he thought it was time the veterinary profession 
did something in that line also. Is was everywhere 
acknowledged that the veterinary surgeon was very in¬ 
adequately paid for some of his services, and it was 
worthy of note that those veterinary surgeons in the 
county who run shoeing forges along with their practice 
had some time ago combined with the farriers to raise 
their prices. 

The object of this movement was not intended as a 
war-time expedient, but is an attempt to federate the 
members and adopt measures that will secure for us fair 
treatment and what may be considered reasonable re¬ 
muneration for our services and charges for the drugs, 
etc., supplied under normal and settled conditions of 
practice. We are out to bury the past and redeem the 
future, and what is most needed is some plan for equal¬ 
ising the charges in the different county areas, as also of 
adjoining practices—some system of protecting us 
against ourselves, if he might so put it. 

The adherence of 9 out of the 13 qualified practi¬ 
tioners at present in the county is, he considered, a very 
satisfactory start, which, combined with the measure of 
support promised by those members who are now 
serving with His Majesty’s Forces on their return home, 
augured well for the ultimate success of the scheme. 
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He would ask Mr. Donald to give an outline of the 
proposals which it was intended to submit to the con¬ 
sideration of the meeting as a basis for discussion : 

J set of Rules tor regulating the conduct of practi¬ 
tioners to one another, etc., who become members of 
this proposed Federation. 

Under this head the following code of ethics was 
unanimously agreed to :— 

1. No solicitation of other people’s clients permissible. 

•2. No undercutting below the scale adopted. 

3. When a new client presents himself that is either 
known, or is reasonably suspected to be the client of 
another federated member, the reason for the change is 
to be ascertained, and the preceding practitioner shall 
be notified by the client that his services are no longer 
required before the succeeding practitioner takes over 
the case. The succeeding practitioner will further be 
expected to privately notify his brother member that he 
has been requested to attend there, and that he has 
undertaken the duty or consented on above under¬ 
standing. 

Where another member is in attendance no such case 
shall be taken on except as a consultation, unless this 
rule of notification has first been observed. 

4. In the event of an emergency call to another’s 
client the case to be handed over to the regular attend¬ 
ant as soon as he is available, and the costs of such at¬ 
tendance to be sent through the regular attendant. 

5. Every neighbouring practitioner shall be expected 
to render all reasonable assistance in case of illness or 
unavoidable absence. 

6. Consultations. Consultants will be expected to 
first explain their views to the attendant practitioner, 
and to agree with him how the position is to be put 
before the client. 

7. Subscribers to this scheme are to be held to bind 
their assistants to a strict observance of its conditions. 

8. Each subscriber to this scheme must agree that in 
the event of any complaint against his conduct, the 
matter shall be submitted for adjudication to a neutral 
referee elected by the other members, and that he will 
abide by the decision of such tribunal. 

Note. These rules are only to operate as between 
subscribers to this scheme. Freedom of actum and 
practice are allowed in dealing with competitors w T ho 
are not, or have not joined in this combine. 

The Food Production Department's Panel System. 
At this stage the meeting had before it the panel system 
of the F.P.D. for the employment of Veterinary services. 
It was unanimously agreed that (notwithstanding the 
official intimation that 90 per cent. of the veterinary 
surgeons to whom these appointments had been offered 
had accepted them without demur), the members have 
nothing to do with their scheme, feeling that the terms 
and conditions offered were little less than an insult to 
the profession. It was decided that no one holding this 
appointment shall be admitted a member of this 
Federation. 

It was incidentally mentioned that the Penrith branch 
of the Agricultural Union had already been employing 
& layman to do some veterinary work for them, and it 
might reasonably be expected that the local branch* s 
would next be approaching veterinary surgeons to do 
the work of their members on the basis of the F.P.I). 
Panel system, or some similar scale. 

The adoption of a general scale of visiting charges on 
the basis of the mileage one wag. 

After discussion of the subject from various points of 
view and a fr< e exchange < f oj iuion, it was decided the 
best course was to fix a minimum scale, below which no 
member would need to go in any case, and under which 
it would not pay non-federated members to try to under¬ 


cut : leaving members free to charge anything above that 
scale that they might feel themRelve entitled to, or their 
circumstances warrant. A scale of fees was drawn up 
on these lines and adopted. 

The adoption of a scale of jees adaptable to the re' 
quirements of general practice that are considered as 
fair between clients and ourselves for the services rendered. 

Under this head a schedule of fees was fixed for : — 
examinations as to soundness : operations (detailed list) : 
consultations : castration (all species and ages): partu¬ 
rition and the various conditions arising in obstetrical 
practice : treatment—by inoculation, by fumigation, by 
injection, etc. Sanitary, County Council, and Hoard of 
Agriculture work : application of the tuberculin test, 
and the use of tuberculin, mullein, etc., for diagnostic 
purposes. Post-mortems. A scale recommended to be 
charged for prescribed medicines : hypodermic medica¬ 
tion . use of apparatus on loan : proprietary and stock 
medicines, etc. 

The relation which federated members should take up 
towards non-federated men was discussed, but no reso¬ 
lution was at present come to. It was decided to send 
a report of the proceedings to the Journals with the 
Ethical Rules ; but that the scale of fees and prices be 
only supplied to members. 

Votes of thanks to the Chairman for presiding, and to 
Mr. Donald for the part he had in calling the meeting 
and the trouble he had taken in arranging the scales, 
concluded the meeting. 


Rabies in Paris. 

The Paris correspondent of The Lancet writes “The 
increase of rabies among dogs in Paris has now become 
alarming, and M. Martel, chief veterinary surgeon to the 
Prefecture of the Seine, has pointed out to the Academy 
the grave danger which threatens. In the Paris area 
411 cases of rabies were reported in 1918, and fit during 
the first 2f> days of the month of January just past ; 
compare this with the 3 or 4 cases per annum with which 
we had to reckon in 1913 and 1914. 350 bitten people 

have attended the Pasteur Institute, and several deaths 
have occurred three of which are recent. Stray dogs 
without leash or muzzle are numerous in Paris. The 
disease is thought to have been carried by dogs aband¬ 
oned by their masters in the war zone, and by others 
which have escaped from the camps established near 
Paris to test the effect of the new asphyxiating gas*** 
M. Martel demands the application of strict police 
measures ; all dogs should be nutnl ered, registered, and 
obliged to wear a collar with a medal attached certifying 
that the tax has been paid by their owners ; in addition 
they should all be muzzled. Stray docs should be ruth¬ 
lessly collected by police agents and brought to the 
special depot (La Fouricre) to be destroyed if rmi 
claimed within a week.” 


In the House of Commons, Wednesday, Feb. 19. 

Rabies in Devon and Cornwall. 

Colonel Sir Arthur Griffith-Boscawen, Pailia- 
mentary Secretary, Board of Agriculture, answering 
Mr. Carew, said :—At present the outbreak of rabies in 
Devon and Cornwall cannot in any sense be said to be 
stanqted out. The disease m *y show itself at any time 
within six months from its inception. The last c^se w;<.s 
confirmed on the 11th inst., and, in addition, there is 
still a number of suspected cases unner investigation by 
the Board’s veterinary department. The total number 
of cases confirmed by the veterinary officers of the 
B>ard to date is 118—Devon 94, Cornwall 24. The 
Board have reason to think that the responsible local 
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authorities are carrying out their duty as efficiently as 
their staff permits. I am informed that to date 18 
civilians, two soldiers, and one sailor have been bitten 
and undergone the Pasteur treatment for hydrophobia. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, Jan 1. 

His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to 
approve of the undermentioned reward for distinguished 
service in connection with Military Operations in 
France and Flanders :— 

* * * * 

Awarded TnE Military Cross. 

T. Capt. John Edgar Young, R.A.V.C., attd. H.Q., 
34th Bde., R.F.A. 

Feb. 13. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. A. Hart relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-heath contracted on active service (Feb. 
14), and retains the rank of Capt. 

Feb. 15. 

Temp. Capt. R. L. L. Hart to be acting Major while 
employed as D.A.D.V.S. (Jan. 5th). 

Feb. 17. 

Temp. Lt. P. McLaughlin to be temp. Capt. (Jan. 22). 


Feb. 18. 

Temp. Capt. (actg. Maj.) A. de R. Gordon, d.s.o. to be 
actg. Lt.-Col. while holding the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(Feb. 25, 1918); Temp. Capt. A. de R. Gordon, d.s.o. 
from Gen. List to be temp. Capt. (April 19th, 1915) ; 
Temp. Capt. A. de R. Gordon d.s.o., to be actg. Maj. 
(July 1st, 1916) The follg. relinquish their commns. 
(Feb. 19th):—Temp. Capt. E. A. Phipps, on account 
of ill health contracted on active service, and retains 
the rank of Capt; Temp. Lt. G. J. Harvey, on 
account of ill-health, and retains the rank of Lt. 

Feb. 19. 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. G. E. Tillyard relinquishes actg. 
rank ot Maj. on ceasing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(Feb 10); Temp. Lieut. W. E. Barry to be temp. Capt. 
(Feb. 1st). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Feb. 17. 

Capt. W. K. Townson relinquishes his commn. on acet. 
of ill health contracted on active service (Oct. 11,1918), 
and retains the rank of Capt. (substituted for that 
which appeared in Gazette, Oct. 10). 


OBITUARY. 

Walter Seymour Adams, Col., late A.V.C., Roslin 
Road, Bournemouth. 

Graduated Lond: April, 1866. 
Died 15th February, Aged 74. 

Thomas Augustine O’Brien, T. Lt., A.V.C., Limerick. 
Died on Active Service, 6th October, 1918. 
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Oub Councilman. 

A contributor, commenting upon some recent 
effusions composed mainly of loose talk on the 
alleged but undefined misdeeds of our Council, offers 
a bet at tempting odds that none of these writers 
who are spilling ink under a nom-de-phime , and a 
large proportion of members Who have not written 
hut who ars described as 44 seething with dis¬ 
content ” and “ every where grumbling," could name 
the men who at present compose our legislative 
body. On consideration one does not quite see that 
they can be expected to do so. The only oomplete 
list published to the profession appears on the 
voting papers issued at the end of their year of 
office—just before the next election. It did appear 
in the Register, which is issued early in the year, 
not less than eight months after the elections; and 
A list of election results—the names of 8 of the 32 
members—appears in tbe professional journals 
directly after the elections. The Annual Report 
ootttains no list, indeed, as issued at the same time 
as the voting paper it would appear superfluous. 
Thus, to preserve a record, it is necessary to retain 
the half of the voting paper, and correot it from the 
list published in the professional journals in June. 

TnC hiatus would be avoided—when the new Bill 
becomes law and each member gets his copy of the 
Register—if the Register were published after the 
elections, say in July, after the July exams., instead 
of tbe December ones: and further, might show 
who were defaulters in respect of the Annual Fee. 

^s there is a more intelligent interest in the 
doming election than is usually expressed, And as 
not a little injustice has been exhibited against a 
body of men who have served the profession for the 
last four years probably better than any since the 
signatories to the original Charter of 1844, a list of 
the present Counoilmen is appended. 

J. AbSon, H. Summer, L. J. Blenkinsop, 
G. A. Ban ham, J. W. Brittlebank, J. C. Coleman, 
A. W. Mason, P. J. Howard. 


S. H. Slocook, W. J. Mulvey, E. 8. Shave, 
J. H. Carter, T. S. Price, J. MoKinna, 

J. Mcl. McCall, P, Wilson. 


J. M’Fadyean, F. W. Garnett, R. 0. Trigger, 
W. Packman, J. Clarkson, J. T. Share-Jones, 
H. Thomson, W. Burt. 


S. Stockman, S. H. Gaiger, W. F. Barrett, 
A. Lawson, A. Gofton, 0. C. Bradley, J. Duns tan, 
8. WhSram. 


The work of the R.A.V.C. at the Fbonts. 

This week we oonolude the luoid exposition of 
Major-Gen. Sir F. Smith, C.B., on the organisation 
of the Veterinary Service. Much of the informa¬ 
tion is already known to many of our readers: but 
the address is primarily intended for lay readers— 
an endeavour to inform the public, and to plaoo tbe 
professional work in its proper perspective—and for 
that reason we have printed it m full. In the pages 
of the Journal of the Royal Society of Arts it will 
reach the eyes—possibly arrest the attention, of a 
group of intelligent readers. So far as the audience 
is concerned, it comprised membersof the profession, 
members of the Society of Arts, and friends of tbe 

R. S.P.C.A., which has contributed largely in the 
matter of supplies to the success of the R.A.V.C. 

It may be asked if it is not possible to widen the 
scope of the information by a further use of the now 
popular kinema. The views of the hospitals and 
rest camps would be entirely new to the general 
public; one, of a horse hospital under oanvas is 
unique: so is one of horse lines under palms. Our 
old acquaintances, the mange parasites, is hot so 
fresh, but another, of a group of African ticks, 
alive and in aotive movement, is particularly tell¬ 
ing. The film of horses at exercise, on the plan 
suggested by Major, now Colonel, F. Eassie, in 

S. Africa in 1900, is also very telling. The horse 
ambulances, hospital operation, and equipment, are 
all informative, and with judicious additions and 
inclusion of a few figures would make a short and 
interesting 44 turn.” 

It is useless to blame the general public for in¬ 
difference to matters of which they are ignorant , 

This text has been urged in these oolumns for 
years past: and is slowly coming to notice. Ih 
respect to farmers, it is embodied in the address by 
Mr. G. P. Male, which appears on another page. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN A HOR8E: ENORMOUS 
ENLARGEMENT OF LIVER. 

By Captain J. F. D. Tutt, m.b.c.v.s., f.r.m.s., 
Winchester. 

Subject: Seven-year-old cart gelding. 

History ; The animal was bred upon the owner’s 
farm ; it had never received cow's milk when a foal. 

Beyond an operation for hernia when a foal, the 
animal had never had a day’s illness, nor appeared 
unfit, until early in 1915, when one evening the 
owner gave it a 44 Cupiss ” ball. From that day he 
refused to eat corn, but would eat hay in any 
quantity. 
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The patient was seen a few day’s later, as the 
owner thought that “ either the teeth required 
rasping, or that the throat had been punctured with 
a spar, with which the hall had been administered. 

Examination revealed neither of these conditions, 
and at this time the animal was in good condition 
and was working daily. Faeces were quite normal. 

The animal continued working until Jan. 21, 
1915, when advice was again asked for, as he was 
now losing condition and still refused corn, but 
would eat hay with avidity. 

Beyond a little yellowish discolouration of the 
mucous membranes, nothing was observable. There 
was a suggestion that he had had worms some time 
previously, and at the owner’s express regret the 
usual vermifuge drench (01. terebinth jii; 01. lini Oj), 
was given. 

This acted freely, the horse scoured for a few 
days. A few oxyurdae were passed. From this 
time, the faeces never again returned to a consist¬ 
ency firmer than those from a cow. 

He was then put on a course of Infusion of 
gentian and Sodii bicarbonate : and Extract of malt 
was given in each meal, Jii doses. 

No improvement followed, so it was decided to 
test for Tuberculosis. 

This was done subcutaneously on Jan. 2oth, and 
the following is the record of the temperatures : — 

Initial temp. 9 krs. 12 hrs. 15 hr*. 20 hrs 24 hr*. 

101-4 102 2 102-4 102 6 102 8 103 3 

The temperature reaction, though not high, was 
regarded as very suggestive of the existence of 
tuberculosis. 

■ The ophthalmic test was quite negative. 

Ehrlich’s test was applied to the urine, and a 
positive result was indicated by the port wine 
colour of the fluid and redness of the froth. 

The animal continued to lose condition, and on 
Feb. 5th commenced purging, and from that date 
rapidly lost condition. 

Feb. 9th. Appeared very itchv, and rubbed him¬ 
self raw in several places. No parasites were 
detected. 

Feb. 11th. Slaughter was advised, and was 
carried out the following day. 

Post-mortem examination. .Heart and lungs were 
sound. Liver enormously enlarged and cirrhotic : 
it weighed 102 lb. Mesenteric, lymphatic glands 
were tuberculous. The spleen and kidneys were 
normal. 


THE WORK OF THE BRITISH ARMY 
VETERINARY CORPS AT THE FRONTS. 

By Maj.-Gen. Sir Fredk. Smith, k.c.m.o., cb, f.r.c.v.s. 
(Reprinted from the Journal of the Royal Society of Arts), 
( Concluded from p. 292). 

The Diseases and Injuries of active service can only 
be very briefly dealt with. You will have gathered 
from the few remarks already made what a big subject 
it is, representing nearly the whole of animal inefficiency 
in war. A visit to a veterinary hospital in any theatre 
would reveal very few cases due to battle casualties, not 
for the reason that these do not occur, for the horse is a 


far larger target than a man, but because such cases are 
usually dealt with on the field by destruction, only those 
being reserved for treatment which offer a prospect of 
complete recovery. Nothing short of complete recovery 
is of the least value where animals are concerned. In 
the matter of treatment, modern methods are adopted, 
and I may tell you that surgery has made many advances 
during the present war. Injuries and poisoning from 
gas attacks have been frequent, and it may be known to 
yon that horses in the front line wear gas-masks. I 
will show you presently on the screen the destructive 
effect of gas on tne surface of the body ; the pictures are 
unique, and the artist a non-commissioned officer in the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Of mange I have already told you sufficient, and you 
will be able to visualise the insects at work when I 
come to the lantern demonstration. Of the pest Lice 
I have not previously spoken, though the subject is full 
of human interest: men are more easily affected than 
h 'irses, and in days long gone by the infestation in peace 
time of people of position was not regarded as disgrace¬ 
ful, whilst among the poor not only was the presence of 
lice looked upon as an indication of good health, bnt the 
wanderings of these disgusting parasites on the head 
gave early warning of a change in the weather ! In the 
days of Queen Anne we have it left on record that 
hunger and lousiness were two distempers which affect¬ 
ed the soldier in war. The louse insect is not difficult 
to kill, but the egg is veiy resistent, and so causes 
repeated infection. Ringworm, another troublesome 
affection, is due to vegetable fungus, of which I will show 
you a picture. Glanders you have already heard a little 
about, and a picture of the organism which produces 
this loathsome affection will he shown to you. Perhaps 
1 may here explain that the reason why this disease v in 
any army has lost its terror is the advance of scientific 
knowledge. 

A Russian veterinary surgeon discovered the fact that 
if the organism of glanders were grown in broth, and 
subsequently the whole mixture killed by prolonged 
heat and then filtered, the filtrate, known as mallein, if 
injected into a normal animal prod wed no effect, where¬ 
as if the ho se were glandered a painful swelling arose 
at the seat of inoculation. This constitutes the maflein 
tes* - to which I have so frequently referred. It was the 
greatest veterinary discovery of the nineteenth century, 
for it has enabled us to detect the presence of the disease 
at a stage when the animal cannot communicate it to 
others, and in this way to obliterate the pestilence. It 
is sad to relate that the discoverer subsequently died 
from vlanders contracted during his investigations.' 

Stiangles is a highly infectious disease common 
among young horses, and exists to an extraordinary 
extent among the animals collected on mobilisation. Its 
cause is a very small organism capable of being seen 
only under a high power of the microscope. It was the 
most serious pest we had to deal with at the beginning 
of the war. It frequently leaves behind it permanent 
inefficiency. 

Contagious Pneumonia of the horse has led to an 
enormous monetary loss. During the early months of 
the war an average of thirty deaths a week for several 
months were occuring in one hospital in this country 
front this cause alone. The fat and young were the 
chief victims. Pneumonia is also the chief cause of loss 
among animals on board ship. Horses are not the only 
victims of contagious pneumonia ; cattle are affected, 
and our transport oxen employed in the African c&m- 
I paigns have suffered seriously from this disease. 

This reference to German South-West and German 
East Africa suggests the desirability of mentioning the 
other animal plagues existing in that continent, which 
have been responsible for enormous losses among mili¬ 
tary animals. 


March i, igig 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


299 


No more terrible pest exists than Cattle Plague , 
which is capable of killing off nearly the whole stock of 
a country. It has been a serious trouble iu German 
East Africa, military operations having spread it far and 
wide. Fortunately it is possible, by inoculation, to 
protect animals against the disease. 

The ravages of the Tsetse Fly you may have heard of. 
The part played by the fly is that it is the carrier of the 
disease, which is due to a large and peculiar organism 
in the blood, of which I will show you a picture. The 
fly is a blood-sucker, inhabiting well-defined zones of 
country, through which no animals cm pass without 
becoming infected. The disease simply sweeps away 
the animal population, nor are its ravages confined to 
animals. A fly of the same species inoculates man with 
sleeping sickness. There are no less than ten clearly 
defined animal plagues due to different species of this 
organism. AH of these plagues are not found in Africa : 
one affects India, another {South America, and no cure 
is known for any of them. 

East Coast Fever is an African disease of ca'.tle, slow 
in action, but capable of inflating dreadful losses. It 
also is due to an organism in the blood, but one of very 
small size. The disease is transmitted solely by the bite 
of an infected species of cattle tick, of which I will show 
you a picture, and you will also see on the screen how the 
ticks on animals are destroyed by arsenical baths. 

The last African plague I will mention is commonly 
known as Horse Sickness. The organism which pro¬ 
duces this is so minute that it has never been seen, 
and it readily passes through the pores of a porcelain 
filter. The disease is seasonal, and probably transmitted 
by a species of mosquito. It is a plague of terrible 
intensity; in a few hours hundreds of animals may 
succumb. 

Less alarming than the African plagues I have men¬ 
tioned, but still very serious, is Anthrax , a disease 
widely spread over the world, affecting almost ail 
animals, including man, but especially horses aud cattle. 
There have been heavy visitations of anthrax among our 
troops operating in Palestine. 

There is a curious group of diseases which exhibits 
itself by Ulcers on the limbs and surfaces of the body. 
Two members of the group are highly contagious, one is 
due to a peculiar vegetable organism circulating in the 
lymph vessels, of which I will show you a picture. 

Should a trace of the discharge from one of the many 
ulcers gain access to a wound in a healthy animal it sets 
up the disease. You can picture what it means if a case 
finds its way into the surgical section of a hospital. 
The affection lasts for months; it has given consid¬ 
erable trouble in Italy, but less in France, among our 
forces, though the French Army has suffered severely. 

When large bodies of animals occupy the same camp 
for any length of time, especially in bad weather, the 
ground becomes foul to an extraordinary degree. This 
produces inflammation of the legs and parts above the 
toof, the skin becomes gangrenous, and the hoof nmy 
even rot off. You will understand how difficult it 
is to combat such conditions, when military necessity 
demands that animals shall remain in a foul and con 
t&minated locality ; the disease can be controlled only 
by clean camping grounds and dry weather. 

I must now make reference to the very large group of 
cases due to Exhaustion ,, the result of over-work. For¬ 
tunately there has been no insufficiency of food in the 
present campaign, owing to it being mainly a war of 
position; but when war is mobile it is impossible to carry 
bulky material like hay in anything like sufficient 
quantities, and grazing has to be resorted to if time per¬ 
mits. Even an abundance of food is no compensation 
for over-work and strain.. The condition of the ground 
in France, and especially in Flanders, is common know¬ 
ledge. Two and three teams of horses have had to be 


employed to do the work of one, and when animal 
labour has absolutely failed, the guns and waggons have 
had to be man-handled. Age is another potent factor 
in the production of exhaustion ; an old horse may easily 
be killed by one day of over work. The exhausted war 
horse is a pitiable sight, and many never recover. A cold 
or wet night kills off scores. Nursing, rest, shelter, and 
proper diet are the only remedies, and I have given you 
a detailed account of how this treatment is carried out 
in convalescent depots. 

Saddle and Harness Galls are the bane of active 
service. It would require a special series of papers to 
give you any real insight into the many causes operating 
in their production, and it needs several years’ experi¬ 
ence to learn practically how they may be prevented. 
Saddles and collars which fit horses in good condition 
do not fit them when the parts become smaller through 
loss of flesh nor will the most perfectly fitting saddle 
maintain a back free from injury when men have to 
remain mounted hour after hour. Under these con¬ 
ditions the skin actually dies through continuous 
pressure. I have briefly mentioned tUese two causes of 
sore back as giving you some notion of the magnitude of 
the difficulties of prevention, but there aie many other 
causes iu operation which are theoretically preventable, 
though in practice not always so. It is a common error 
to compare the shoe of a horse to the boot of a man— 
they both protect the feet, but there the analogy ends. 
The saddle of the horse may aptly be compared to the 
boot; both must fit, neither must be too large nor too 
small; a wrinkle in the sock or a knot in a lace may 
inflict considerable injury, for the reason that the boot 
must be free from all irregularities. You can imagine 
what it means to a back when the saddle blamcet 
wrinkles, or a cake of mud exists between it and the 
skin, or a loose end of a strap finds its way under the 
saddle. Yet aoy of these things may readily occur when 
animals are saddled up in the dark. Such causes, how¬ 
ever, caDnot compare with the injury resulting from the 
arches of the saddle resting on the spine. The 
condition of back arising from this cause has to.be seen 
to be realised. 

I have yet to mention a serious disease among 
horses known as Lock jaw. It is invariably the result 
of injury, and the ctnet seat of such injury is the foot. 
I cannot tell you how many thousands of animals in 
France have suffered from penetrating wounds of the 
feet due to nails picked up on the road. Fortunately, 
all such cases do not terminate in lock-jaw, but the 
inefficiency resulting from this class of injury has bean 
so great that iu France public notices have been erected 
urging that nails should not be thrown about. Many 
contrivances have been adapted to the feet, with more 
or less success, to prevent injury when a nail is troddep 
upon, and a form of electric road-sweeper has been 
devised which will pick up nails, on the principle of the 
magnet. 

Lock-jaw frequently follows gun-shot wounds ; espec¬ 
ially has this been the case during the present campaign 
in France. The infection comes from the soil, partic¬ 
ularly that which has been highly manured. An animal 
may be protected against this disease if a special 
antidote—prepared from the organism which produce* 
the disease—be injected under the skin verv early after 
the infliction of the mjury, and tens of thousands of 
these doses have been given to horses during the present 
war. 

A peculiar but well known eruption on the tongue, 
and mouth has proved at times a serious source of ineffi¬ 
ciency during the campaign. The disease has a long 
name, which I will not infict on you. A far more 
important matter is the extreme contagiousness of the 
disorder, and the great loss in “condition” which it 
occasions through the animal being unable to eat 
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The lest disease I shall refer to is a peculiar form of 
Ophthalmia affecting horses in France, which has 
resulted in very many cases of blindness. Towards the 
end of the campaign in South Africa the same disease 
was present, and occasioned a vast amount of inefficiency. 
It is no new disorder ; its great terror in the field is its 
incurability and the extraordinary number of animals 
affected. 

I have made no mention of the commoner troubles 
which fill a veterinary hospital, such as lameness, foot 
injuries and diseases, kicks, injuries of the organs 
of digestion and such like, but have focussed your 
attention on the larger and more serious groups, in order 
to give you a notion of the kinds of disorders with which 
veterinary hospitals have to deal in war. 

Side by side with improved methods of treating 
disea&, there have been going on during the whole 
campaign inquiries into the nature of diseases, and the 
stuay of their prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 
There are Bacteriological Laboratories in each theatre 
of operations, which have done valuable work. The 
subordinate staff of the laboratory in France are nearly 
all ladies. I trust that one outcome of the war will be 
the entry of ladies into the veterinary profession, for the 
smaller animals are especially suited to their care. 

The whole of the Mullein employed throughout the 
Service is made in an army veterinary laboratory, 
hundreds of thousands of doses being sent out in the 
course of a year. 

I must say a few words regarding the Equipment used 
in the field. Every veterinary officer is provided with a 
chest, containing, medically and surgically, all 1 hat he 
can possibly require, and up to date in every respect. 
MoBt of the drugs are in tablet form, so that no weigh¬ 
ing is required; and the instruments, bandages and 
dressings are of the most approved type. This officers * 1 
chest is the outcome of many years experience and trial, 
and has proved a great success. When the officer is 
mounted he is provided with a leather wallet attached 
to the saddle, containing an emergency surgical outfit 
and drugs, all of the latter being hypodermic. Apart 
from the personal equiqment of the veterinary officer, 
every unit has one or more chests containing dressings 
and emergency medicines, while the subordinate staff 
are furnished with a leather wallet containing simple 
remedies. Hospitals are provided with a complete 
medical and surgical outfit. I will show you these 
equipments on the screen. 

Veterinary equipment is supplied in the field from an 
advanced depot of veterinary stores, where all replenish¬ 
ments can be effected ; the advanced depots are supplied 
from base depots, while the base depots are supplied 
from this country. These operations are on an immense 
icale. and it is gratifying to add that the supply of stores 
for overseas has never once failed. 

I wish time had permitted me to tell you something 
of the revolution the Veterinary Service has effected in 
the Transport of Animals by Sea . The horse is a bad 
sailor, but under skilled management the mortality has 
been reduced beyond belief. Large numbers of animals 
bave been lost by enemy action at sea, and in this con¬ 
nection I cannot help referring to the captain of the s. s. 
“Canadian,” who refused to leave his sinking vessel as 
he could not find his dog. He was last seen on the 
bridge standing at the salute ! 

I feel the responsibility I have incurred in attempting 
to present to you so large a subject within the limits of a 
single paper. I have had to discuss highly important 
questions in a few words, and through lack of time have 
omitted mnch I should have liked to say. I have only 
attempted to give a bird’s eye view of the subject, and 
trust 1 have succeeded in showing that veterinary science 


—“ the Cinderella of the sciences,” as it has been aptly 
described — has done something during the present war 
to justify its existence. 

In conclusion, I would draw attention to the fact that 
that the comforts of war would not have been available 
for Army animals, had it not been for the generosity of 
the British public. I am sure that all of the 1,317,000 
patients which passed through the various hospitals 
during the war, would tender their grateful thanks if 
they could. 1 am feebly endeavouring to do so for them e 

[The lecture was given on Dec. 11th, His Grace the 
Duke of Portland K.G., G.C.V.O., in the chair. At its 
close, Maj. Genl. L. J. Blenkinsop, D.S.O. gave a brief 
resume of the difficulties the Corps had encountered in 
the various Fields; and on b«half of the A.V.C. thanked 
the R.S.P.C.A. for all they had done during the war. 
They had been the means of saving a vast amount of 
animals suffering. A vote of thanks to Sir F. Smith 
was proposed by the chairman; and a similar vote to the 
chairman followed. 

We regret that restriction of space compelled us to 
print in four sections instead of two, as we had hoped. 
Also that it has not appeared earlier. Galley proofs were 
available on the evening of the lecture— with the usual 
proviso, that they were not to be used before publication 
I in their Journal. By the time that appeared our limited 
space was filled with more urgent professional matter.] 


ROYAL COUNTIES 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Beano#.] 
Address by Mr. G. P. Male, f.e.c.v.8. 

According to the rules of this Association the President 
is required to give what is called “ A Presidential 
address,” but owing to great pressure of work 1 fear that 
the remarks I am about to make will fall short of the 
high standard set by former Presidents: at the same 
time I should like to take this opportunity of bringing 
to your notice and serious consideration matters which 

I have had in my mind for some considerable time which 
perhaps may be of some benefit to our profession, ip 
whose welfare I take such a keen interest. 

First, however, I should like to express my apprecia¬ 
tion of the honour conferred upon me by your electing 
me to the chair of this association, in this year above aO 
others. I feel that there were others who would have 
filled it better, but I yield to none in my wishfulness to 
advance its interests. We have had four long years of 
war, and we all feel tired. It has been strenuous work 
to carry on with depleted staffs, difficulties in transports 
and hindrances from every quarter, and we should afl 
like a rest and a holiday. There are yet fresh difficul¬ 
ties to face with the coming of peace: labour troubles 
are in the air, a reconstruction has to take place—the 
world is to be remade, and unless the veterinary pro¬ 
fession is fully alive to its own interests, it will find 
itself left out m the cold, and instead of improved con¬ 
ditions there will be the reverse. 

Now is the time for far seeing members of ourprofession 
to seize the opportunities offered. We have been con¬ 
tent to jog along, each one busy with his daily routine 
of work, without thought to the benefit of the profession 
as a whole. Very little interest is taken with the doings 
of the Council, very few vote, and not many even read 
the reports of council meetings, so that we must not 
blame the Conncil if it is not all that can be desire^^ 
we must blame ourselves for our lethargy. 

As an outsider open to correction, it does seem some¬ 
times that a great deal of time is taken up by arguments 
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as to points of order and precedence and one sometimes 
wishes that some of the energy wasted on destructive 
criticism could be turned into something more helpful, 
more inspiring, and shall I say more ideal. 

We as a profession seem to be shut, off from all inter¬ 
course with the outside world. We harbour our old 
petty jealousies and forget that to improve our pro¬ 
fession : we must go out into the world, especially the 
agricultural world, and show there that we are of use to 
agriculture, to science, and to mankind. Our finances 
are in a deplorable condition, and they get worse, Why 1 
when this country is one of the finest agricultural 
countries in the world, and our stock is sought for by 
all the nations. 

The fault is fully our own. How many agricultur¬ 
ists have even realised that their interests are very 
closely bound up with our own, and that if we as a pro¬ 
fession advance m knowledge and position it is they that 
will benefit accordingly. I was talkiog to a noted stock 
breeder not long ago and he found it most difficult to 
believe that our finances were in such a deplorable 
condition, and he expressed the view that if it could 
only be brought to the knowledge of Breed Societies, 
Agricultural Organ isations, and tar mere generally that 
we could have not only their sympathy but their active 
support in reorganising them. Now is the time to do 
this. The government are desirous of assisting agricul 
tore. Financially farmers are better off than ever 
before, and in helping us they will be helping themselves 
more than they know. Are we doing, as a profession, 
all we can to help stoek owners by research work in 
animal diseases and in other improved methods of 
treatment 1 

With the exception of a few institutions, such as the 
Research Department at the Royal Veterinary College 
ided over by Sir J. M‘Fadyean, who I might say 
has done more than any other man in this country 
to investigate animal diseases ; and the Veterinary 
Department of the Board of Agriculture with Sir S. 
Stockman at its head, there are few places equipped to 
properly carry out research; and even at these insti 
tutions there must be numerous difficulties both with 
regard to funds and facilities. Are all the schools alive 
to the necessity of improved educational facilities and 
veterinaiy research, and are they doing their best to 
forward it 1 I fear not. I am afraid their enthusiasm 
has waned under the difficulties presented. But why 
the difficulties ? They chiefly resolve themselves into a 
want of funds, because the stock-owners have never 
been taught to realise the advantages of research, and so 
there has been no agitation for funds to be expended in 
this way, except by one or two enlightened Societies 
like the Royal Agricultural Society of England. 

Also owing to the jealousy of the medical profession 
who, whenever there have bten funds available for 
research, have used their gre*t influence, I regret to say, 
for their own ends—to the detriment of the veterinary 
profession. 

A good example of this occurred just before the war, 
when £200,000, called the Development Grant, had been 
allocated for research in connection with agriculture. 
An agitation was set on foot by a small number of pig 
breeders to alter the procedure in relation to swine 
fever. The medical pathologists took the opportunity 
to foster it. and at a meeting in Reading attended by 
nearly all the leading pathologists in England the veter¬ 
inary profession was insulted by their proposing that an 
investigation should be carried out by their own pro¬ 
fession, as we had failed. They afterwards, as a result, 
practically got the control of research work into their 
own hands, and, had not the war intervened, there is 
little doubt that our institutions would have received 
little or none of the money available. As I pointed out 
at the meeting, there were dozens of diseases which were 


devastating the manhood of our country needing solu¬ 
tion, e.g ., cancer, venereal diseases, cerebro • spinal 
meningitis, contagious diseases of children, such as 
measles, whooping cough, etc., and yet these pathologists 
wished to investigate swine fever, which, at that very 
time was being worked at with so much success by Sir 
S. Stockman at the Board of Agriculture laboratories. 
I regret very much to have to make these remarks, as I 
have s) many good friends in the medical profession, 
but believe me they are, unfortunately, true, and unless 
more active steps are taken by our Council, and by the 
profession generally, we shall be left out again in any 
distribution of funds for research in animal diseases, 
and without funds it is impossible to carry out the 
lengthy and expensive investigation required. 

The staffs must be paid adequately. Some of our 
leading veterinarians have told me that they cannot do 
this research because they havn’t the staff. My answer 
is that, provide me with the money and 1 will obtain the 
staff very quickly, Why is it that a laboratory worker 
should be paid worse than a navvy? This must be 
altered ; otherwise you will never get men to under¬ 
take it. 

Our professors and lecturers, with few exceptions, 
are overworked and underpaid, so have little time and no 
funds to devote to experimental work ; also no assist¬ 
ants to help them in the routine of the laboratory. Our 
colleges are lacking in the requisite laboratories and 
experimental field stations, whereas in other countries 
the State helps them in funds and encourages them in 
every possible way. 

There are signs now that State aid is to be given for 
scientific purposes, but I have not yet heard of any move 
being made by those who should look after our interests 
to influence the State or public opinion as to our needs. 

A Ministry of Public Health will shortly be formed in 
this country, but as far as I know no veterinary surgeon 
or veterinary pathologist has been asked to assist or 
advise, yet the relation between human and animal 
diseases is most intimate, and the collaboration of 
medical and veterinary pathologists could not fail to be of 
the greatest benefit to the country and the public health. 

Human pathology owes much to the veterinarian. 
Griffith Evans, a veterinary surgeon, made in 1880 the 
momentous discovery of the trypanosome as a cause of 
disease in animals and man, and was the means of saving 
tens of thousands of human lives. He is but one 
example : numerous others could be quoted. 

Again, there is a great demand by the public for a 
clean milk supply, and very shortly a new Milk Bill will 
be brought before Parliament which may seriously 
affect the veterinary profession. The last Milk Bill 
was never passed, owing partly to the outbreak of war, 
but the position of the veterinarian in that Bill was not 
a very enviable one. Are our interests being looked 
after and safeguarded in the draft of the new Bill? or 
are the medical profession to get the control of our 
services and our experience. We, as a profession, would 
probably not have been utilised at all, except for the 
inevitable protests of owners of live stock to the inter¬ 
ference of men who have no practical knowledge of 
animal diseases. While the Council discuss matters of 
precedence and rules of debate, vastly more important 
matters are being settled without our being adequately 
represented as a profession. 

If the Council nave done all they can in these matters, 
and it is necessary for the rank and file of the profession 
to help, let them indicate in what way we can be of 
assistance, and if it is necessary let us return a member 
of our own to Parliament to look after our interests. 
This would require funds, but when the new Bill is passed 
it is to be hoped the necessary funds will be obtained, 
so that the Royal College will be able to pay its way 
and devote the surplus to some such object. 
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Speaking of the new bill, are all the steps necessary to 
get this bill through the House of Commons being 
taken ? I am quite sure that there would be no difficul¬ 
ty in passing any well thought out scheme for the 
benefit of the profession if individual members approach¬ 
ed their Members of Parliament; but we are in the dark 
as to what is required of us. 

The veterinary profession have deserved well of this 
country. 

Th jse who have had the privilege of entering the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps have done splendid work, 
and I should like to quote the words of General 
Birkbeck, the Director of Remounts. 

He says “our army had produced an unexampled vet¬ 
erinary service and their preventive hygiene nad been 
beyond all criticism.” 

Sir J. Cowans Quartern ibter General in his announce¬ 
ment that the King had been graciously pleased to raise 
the A.V.C. to the status of a Royal Corps said “ The 
corps by its initiative and scientific methods has placed 
military veterinary organisation on a higher plane. The 
high standard which it has miintained at home and 
throughout all the theatres has resulted in a reduction 
of animal wastage, an increased mobility of mounted 
units and a mit igation of animal suffering unapproached 
in any previous military operations.” 

Those who have stayed at home, owing to ill health, 
age, or some other good reason, have carried on with 
great fortitude without honour or glory, and have done 
their best under great difficultities to preserve the live 
stock of the country, to prevent contagious diseases 
which at one time looked like devastating the country, 
and to assist the decrepit and underfed horses remain¬ 
ing on this side of the water to do their work. 

Others have done yeoman service as civilian veterinary 
officers in various army units and hospitals; especially 
was this the case at the beginning of the war, when the 
personnel of the A.V.C. was so small, and when officers 
with no experience of horses were in charge of animals 
newly arrived from Remounts, probably suffering from 
mauge, ringworm, strangles, influenza, or pneumonia, 
with no farriers, dressers, or organised staff, and prob¬ 
ably no shelter from wind and weather. The civilian 
veterinary surgeon then saved the situation. 

In other spheres the veterinarian is looked upon as 
the friend and adviser of the farmer and stock owner. 
His opinion is constantly sought as to the soundness of 
horses, and when a contagious disease affects the animal 
population he is called in to eradicate it, or to lessen its 
depredations. 

Individually he is looked up to as a scientific mao, 
practical withal, but collectively veterinarians are neither 
properly recognised by scientific bodies nor by the State, 
ana even agricultural organisations have not realised 
how much they owe them. 

The Board of Agriculture is pre-eminently the body 
that should look after our welfare. Is it doing it? I 
fear not. It is only recently that a laboratory worthy 
of the name was established for the investigation of 
animal diseases. 

The Local Government Board looks after the interests 
of the medical profession, who are well represented there, 
in fact a medical man Dr. Addison is now at the head 
of the department. The Board of Agriculture must look 
after the veterinary profession in the same way, not for 
our sakes but in the interests of Agriculture which it 
should represent. 

Agriculturists owe a great deal to the veterinary 
Staff of the Board, though I fear the department in its 
modesty has not advertised the fact. Only recently a 
vaccine has been prepared for the prevention of abortion 
in cattle which is proving most successful. 

A serum is now in use for the protection of pigs 
against swine fever. Other diseases e.g. joint ill in foals, 


are being investigated; pamphlets are written on the 
management and diseases of live stock, and in all sorts 
of ways the veterinary staff are assisting agriculture. 

I should like to see a greater sympathy between the 
veterinary department and the owner of live stock, and 
also between the Board of Agriculture and the veterin¬ 
ary profession. ' 

if individual agriculturists consult the veterinary 
surgeon on all matters concerning the health and 
management of their stock, surely the Board of Agri¬ 
culture should look after their interests, provide funds 
for research, aud not allow our colleges to be bankrupt, 
depending for money on the fees of their students. 

I trust that in the coming year sufficient funds and 
facilities lor research may be provided, so that many 
diseases of live stock may be investigated, and especially 
those which are communicable to man, and perhaps those 
diseases which are common to both, such as cancer 
tuberculosis, influenza and pneumonia, may be dealt 
with. Up to the present the medical profession have 
made comparatively little headway. Cancer research 
is almost stationary although huge sums have been 
spent, the deaths from influenza and pneumonia have 
been estimated to total 6,(XX),000 persons in 12 weeks, 
being five’ times more neaoly than war. With 
regard to tuberculosis 150,000 persons are disabled every 
year— and yet the leading medical pathologists beg to be 
allowed to investigate swine fever! Influenza and pneu¬ 
monia epidemics were common among horses at the 
beginning of the war, but I am glad to say owing to the 
preventive measures taken, and with proper treatment, 
the losses were reduced to a minimum. 

The experience and assistance of veterinary surgeons 
in investigations into these and other diseases should 
be of the greatest benefit to the medical pathologist, and 
to the State, but it is noteworthy that the veterinarian is 
not called in to assist. 

We are a small profession and an isolated one, but the 
time must come when we shall have proper recognition. 
We must educate public opinion— that is the only 
possible way to get things done; and if 1 have done 
nothing more this afternoon than indicate some of the 
ways in which thiscan be accomplished I shall be satisfied 

I trust the Council will do their utmost to advance 
our interests. I care not whether the Council is com¬ 
posed of all the teachers from all the Colleges, or wholly 
of practitioners. It matters not what clique or party 
pulls the strings so long as they look ahead to safeguard 
the interests of this noble profession, which I have so 
much at heart. If I have said anything to wound their 
susceptibilities I make that my excuse, and plead for¬ 
giveness, but I am firmly convinced that energetic mea¬ 
sures are required at once to convince public opinion 
that State aid must be given to our colleges, and that 
veterinary research must be encouraged, and supported 
by requisite funds. 

Veterinary Surgeons must take more interest in 
public bodies, and especially scientific institutions. 

Agriculturists must realise the close intimacy be¬ 
tween onr interests and their own. 

Members of Parliament should be approached, their 
aid sought, and if necessary one of our own members 
should be returned to the House of Commons. 

If these things are done now, I am sure that the men 
coming back to their practices after the horrors of war 
will find that we have not been idle while they have 
been away and that the status of the profession has been 
raised, and intead of being a bankrupt profession we 
shall have sufficient funds to pay our lecturers and our 
scientists adequately, to equip our colleges, to provide 
research stations worthy of our calling, and tnat we 
shall be enabled to devote our energies to the elucidation 
and treatment of disease for the benefit of agriculture, 
and the good of the whole State. 
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“ACTINOMYCOSIS IN A MARE TREATED 
WITH AUTO-VACCINO THERAPY.” 

Sir,— Replying to Major Ascott’s letter in your issue 
of the 15th, inst I have much pleasure in stating the 
mare had her first injection on April 20th 1918, and the 
dates of the subsequent injections are as follows— 
April 27th, May 5tb, 14th, 21st, 29th June 7th, 15th, 
23rd, 30th, July 8th, and 17th. It will be seen the 
period covered by the vaccine treatment was 89 days, 
and as already stated in my article the number of injec¬ 
tions given were twelve in all. I had hoped others would 
discuss the points raised, for I am sure there must be 
several debatable ones—perhaps there are many. 
Healthy constructive criticism does everyone good, and 
that'is one important reason why one should record his 
observations in the professional journals but I do not 
mean the criticism of those curmudgeous met with, 
unfortunately, in every walk of life, whose main object 
appears to be to black ball every opinion or observation 
honestly put forward, save those found in the idols of 
their own production.— Yours etc. 

Friarn House W. Scott. 

Bridgwater. 


THE IMPORTED DISEASES. 

Sir,—In a leading article in your issue of February 
22nd. 

I was one of those who a week or so ago received two 
of the circulars from the Board of Agriculture to which 
you refer and I think that all practitioners agree that 
the step taken by the Board is a wise one and should 
have their entire support if only it could be carried 
out without too much red tape. 

I know a veterinary surgeon who some while ago had 
an unusual case in a dog. The animal died and the 
veterinary surgeon made a post-mortem examination 
expecting to find something to account for its death and 
previous behaviour. All organs were found to be hen 1 thy 
and the cause of death not ascertained ; at the sune 
time something was found which, with the dog’s history, 
raised a certain suspicion, with the result that the 
animal's head was sent to the Board and a letter s*»nt 
giving full particulars of the case and asking that the 
brain might be examined. The veterinary surgeon 
informed nis client that the post-mortem was unsatis¬ 
factory, and suggested the further examination which 
was agreed to. The following day a wire was received 
from the Board telling the veterinary surgeon to report 
the case to the police. Result—a constable visits the 
owner, orders a pet house dog which had never been in 
contact to be shut up in a small outhouse until the Board 
was heard from (njpvement of this dog to a proper 
kennel for quarantine being refused, to the owner’s 
indignation) which was not for three weeks, the animal 
being meanwhile under the inspection of the police and 
of the local veterinary inspector. The veterinary sur¬ 
geon concerned received no further communication what¬ 
ever from the Board beyond the telegram mentioned. 

This is rather long winded, but my point is this—Ts 
not such action conducive to what you aptly term in 
your article “ clinical error’’and opposed to the object 
of the circulars. For what practitioner could stand 
many such rackets in his practice ] Surely the veterin¬ 
ary surgeon—if all this was necessary—-might at least 
have held the live dog in quarantine during the Board’s 
pleasure, and so saved his client all the inconvenience 
and annoyance—Yours truly, 

24/2/10. Once Bitten.’ 


THE PHARISEES. 

' Sir,—May a middle-aged practitioner in a big city 
miles away from Cumberland, who has never seen that 
county or known a single veterinary surgeon in it, offer 
some comment upon the lengthy report under the head¬ 
ing “Cumberland practitioners and their fees ” in the 
Current Record / So far as 1 can judge fom the report, 
the proceedings seem open to criticism ; and certainly, 
the method of reporting them leaves much to be desired. 

lonlydiscuss the actual business transacted. First 
an “ethical code ” was adopted, concerning which I in¬ 
dicate one point. A good proportion of it consists of 
rules which most of us agree should always be observed 
between all members ; and I may add that infringement 
of one of those rules (that against soliciting) has been 
followed by removal from the register. Yet w r e are told 
that these rules are “only to operate as between sub¬ 
scribers to this scheme,” who are allowed “freidcnn of 
action and practice” in dealing with competitors outside. 
This alone is somewhat ominous ; and there is more to 
follow. 

The next decision reported concerns the “F.P.D. 
Panel System,” I, and I fancy many other practitioners, 
know nothing about this ; and some explanation and 
discussion of its provisions might have been useful to 
many. Nothing of the sort is given. All we are told is 
that the Cumberland union will have nothing todovrith 
a scheme which seems to have been generally acceptable 
to other veterinary surgeons, on the ground that its terms 
and conditions are “ little less than an insult to the pro¬ 
fession.” No indication of what the objectionable feat¬ 
ures are is given : but it is added that nobody holding one 
of these appointments shall be admitted into the Cumber¬ 
land combine— another* significant pointer. 

Next comes the most important business- the fees 
and charges. Why are we told so little about these ] A 
mileage scale, apparently an absolute minimum, has 
been fixed. A scale of fees has been fixed and charges 
“ recommended”; but all these scales are only to be 
supplied to members. They would certainly have been 
useful to practitioners outside; and some other questions 
suggest themselves. Are these scales obligatory upon 
the members, or merely “ r< commended ” to them ! Will 
an outsider desiring to join the combine be expected to 
accept the scales blindfold '! If the fees demanded for 
official work (Board of Agriculture, etc.,) excee d those 
usually given, how is it pr posed to obtain them? [f so 
much essential information was to be withheld, what 
was the use of publishing the pi no edings at all. 

Asa final fillip to our cuibsitv, we read that “ The 
relation which federated members should take up to¬ 
wards non-federated men was discussed, but no resolu¬ 
tion was at present come to.” Does not this suggest 
that these non-federated men are in danger of profession¬ 
al .ostracism ? I may be wrong; but that is the 
impression which the whole report has left on my mind, 
and it is not a pleasant one. So far, the federation only 
numbers about two-thirds of the m**n now practising in 
Cumberland ; and, if these deride to treat the remaining 
third as pariahs unless they j >in the combine, what, kind 
of professional brotherhood is likely to prevail in the 
county 1 

Perhaps some other mdookers will give their opinions, 
or someone with knowledge may enlighten me. Let me 
add that I firmly believe in the value of combination : 
but there are right ways and wrong ways of setting 
about it, and at present it looks to me very much as if 
these Cumberland practitioners had chosen the ltUer. 

Yours truly, “Townsman.” 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Feb. 21. 

The Secretary of State for War ha9 received the 
• following dispatch :— 

General Headquarters, 
Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force, 
November 11, 1918. 

Sir,—With reference to paragraph 29 of my dispatch | 
dated October 1, 1918, I have thehonour to submit here¬ 
with a list of names o! those officers serving or who have 
served under my command, whose distinguished and 
gallant services and devotion to duty I consider deserving 
of special mention I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. K. Marshall, Lt.-Gen)., 
Commander in Chief, 
Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force. 

* * * * 

T. Capt. J. J. M. Barry, T. Capt. W. T. Ferguson, 
T. Capt. J. R. Hewer, T. Capt J. Robertson, Capt. 
(T. Major) T. L. Shea, Capt. (A Major) G. Williamson. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Feb. 21. 

Major J. R. Steevenson, d.s.o., to be actg. Lt.-Col. 

whilst holding the appt. of A.D.V S. (Dec. 21, 1918). 
Capt. F. W. Rawlett, T.F., relinquishes the temp, rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to hoi 1 the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(Jan. 31). 


Capt. J. G. MacGregor, T.F., relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(Dec. 17, 1918). 

Temp. Capts. to be actg. Majs. whilst holding the appt. 
D.A.D.V.S.W. P. B. Beal (Dec. 5, 1918); J. N. 
Glass (Dec. 18,1918). 

Temp. Lts. to be Temp. Capts. :—H. Cooper (Jan. 8); 
A. D. Sanderson (Jan. 11). 

Feb. 22. 

Temp. Capt. D. G. Davies relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill health (Feb. 23), and retains the rank of 
Capt. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Capt. A. T. Youles relinquishes his 
commn. on account of ill-health contracted on active 
service, and retains his rank (Feb. 20). 

Feb. 24. 

Capt. and Bt Maj. G. Williamson relinquishes actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to comd. a Vety. Hospital 
(Nov. 20, 1918). 

To be actg. M»js.:—Temp. Capt. E. B. Reynolds (Dec. 6, 
1918). While holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. :— 
Capt. C. R. Chadwick. T.F. (Dec. 2, 1918)- Capt. 
U. W. F. Walker, M.C. (Dec. 7.1918); Capt. H. E. A.L. 
Irwin (Dec. 20, 1918). 

Feb. 25. 

The War Office announces the following casualty :— 
Died : Major W. H. Taylor. 


OBITUARY. 

W. H. Taylor, Major, R.A.V.C. 

Graduated Lond: July, 1905. 
Albert Wil ie Oxenham, Mountain Ash, Glam. 

Edin.: Dec. 1894. 
Mr. Oxenbam’s death occurred on Feb. 10, at the age 
of 46. 
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The Animals (Notification of Disease) Order 
of 1919. 

This Order, which came into force on the last 
day of February, differs little at first sight, but 
nevertheless materially, from the Order of 1910 
which it supersedes. The important alterations 
are that dogs and cats are now included among the 
animals in which veterinary surgeons are required 
to notify scheduled disease, and that rabies becomes 
one of the diseases the existence or suspected 
existence of which is to he reported to the M.O.H. 
by the local inspector. There are one or two minor 
changes. In the section requiring the local 
inspector to transmit reports to the Local Author¬ 
ity and M.O.H., the words “ Sanitary district in 
which the animal or carcase is” are followed by 
“or was at the time of its death.” This casts 
an additional obligation on local inspectors in some 
oases. Sarcoptio and psoroptic mange are now 
formally inoluded in the Order, although exoepted 
from the diseases which the practitioner is required 
to notify to the polioe. 

Practically the Order is an amendment of the 
imperfections of the old one, especially with regard 
to rabies. The 1910 Order took no cognisance of 
rabies in dogs and oats; the present one removes 
that flaw, and leaves no loophole for any prac¬ 
titioner who may be inclined to evade his duty. 

“Our Own Member.” 

More than once in the last generation the idea of 
having a Veterinary M.P. to represent our interests 
in the House has been discussed; and recently it 
has again been mentioned. The last time it was 
before us was some thirteen years ago, when, after 
causing much discussion, it was quietly dropped. 
Several reasons accounted for this. The difficulties 
in the way of carrying out the plan became clear 
upon close examination; while no concrete pro¬ 
posals for surmounting them were put forward. It 
was recognised, too, that considerable influence 
could be exerted upon the government in other 
ways ; and there was a certain doubt whether a 
single Veterinary M.P. would be more effective. 

Except that the payment of M.P. has lessened 
the possible financial difficulties, the position to-day 
is much the same as in 1906. How to get a veter¬ 
inary surgeon into Parliament at all remains a 
problem; though circumstances might arise to 
simplify it. It is still doubtful whether a veterin¬ 
arian in Parliament could exercise more influence 
upon the Government than can be done by the Par¬ 
liament of our own profession; and it is certain we 
have other good methods of pressing our claims in 


the House. Much can be done by individual veter¬ 
inarians getting in touch with and informing their 
local M.P.; and probably this line has never yet 
been sufficiently worked by the profession generally. 
Any member of the House with a genuine interest 
in our affairs might do nearly as muoh good as one 
of our own profession; though professional know¬ 
ledge should render a veterinarian preferable, if he 
were suitable in other respects. 

A further consideration is that a veterinary M.P. 
—one voice in more than 700, speaking for one of 
the smallest professions in the kingdom—would 
have an uphill task; and the chances of success 
would depend very largely upon the quality of the 
man. Our present President, for instance, who 
unites intimate knowledge of our needs, and long 
experience in close touch with Government Depart¬ 
ments, with a level head, and a gift of lucid express¬ 
ion, might attain our ends, and would certainly do 
us good in some directions. One asking impossi¬ 
bilities, one lacking in tact, or one unduly given to 
verbosity, are only a few specimens of several 
possible representatives who could only do us harm. 
Since 1906 we bave made good progress without a 
member, and might continue to do so. It would 
be better to remain unrepresented than have a 
representative of the wrong sort.* 


A PECULIAR CASE OF 
SHOULDER LAMENESS. 

By Captain G. E. Oxspring, r.a.v.c., Khartoum. 

The subject of this report was a Cyprian mole 
gelding, 15 hands, aged 12 years, belonging to an 
Artillery Unit, He had three years service, during 
which time no lameness was recorded against him. 

The animal was admitted to Hospital for lame¬ 
ness in the near fore limb. The shoulder muscles 
were at this time slightly atrophied, when walked 
or trotted the shoulder joint was not properly 
extended, and the limb was carried in the way 
which is typical of shoulder lameness. Manual 
examination revealed nothing as to the actual cause. 

Treatment at first, was hot fomentation and 
massage to the muscles, and rest. After two weeks, 
there was no improvement, so it was decided to 
blister an area including the shoulder joint and 
part of the scapula muscles. Two months rest was 
allowed, and as the case was worse than ever, and 
the muscles were greatly atrophied,it was considered 
to be incurable, and therefore destroyed. 

At the Post Mortem examination, a bony growth 
was found on tbe cartilage of prolongation, near 
tbc cervical angle of the scapula. The enlargement 
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was nearly eironlar in outline with a diameter of 3 
inches, and it extended through the depth of the 
cartilage, the remainder of the latter was quite 
normal. 

From the dorsal surface of the growth, a large 
part of the supraspinatus muscle took origin, the 
ribres of which appeared to pass into its substance. 

As there was no sign of external injury in this 
region, nor any knowledge of one having occured, 
it seems probable that the condition started as the 
result of a sprain or rupture of the supraspinatus 
muscle at its origin. 


EPITHELIOMA OF THE PENIS IN A PONY. 

By Captain J. F. D. Tutt, m.r.c.v.s., f.r.m.s., 
Winchester. 

The subjeot was an aged pony, used for occasion¬ 
al short journeys into town. 

History: The owner came to me on September 
3rd, 1915, and requested me to see the animal, as 
it had great difficulty in urinating, and the sheath 
wa9 very much swollen. It was also rapidly losing 
condition. As it was an old favourite he desired to 
have it remedied if possible. 

On arrival at the stable, I examined the sheath, 
and endeavoured to withdraw the penis, but was 
unable to do so on aocount of the swelling. I was 
able to feel that the tip of the penis was rough, and 
that a growth was present, and I accordingly ad¬ 
vised surgical measures. 

An operation was carried out on Sept. 7th. The 
animal was oast and ansBsthetised, and when well 
under the influence of the ansQsthetio, the penis was 
withdrawn, but only with the greatest difficulty, 
and when secured with a piece of tape, was found to 
be covered with cauliflower-like excrescences on the 
end, and for a length of five inches was greatly en¬ 
larged and hardened. 

The urethral opening was practically obliterated, 
and it was impossible to insert a catheter, even when 
the oanal was slit open for a length of 3—4 inches. 
The healthy portion of the penis was secured by a 
piecjof tape, the ends of which were held by an assis¬ 
tant. 

The diseased portion was then carefully removed, 
and the slit portions of the urethra were sutured to 
the end of the stump in such a manner as to dimin¬ 
ish the risk of stricture. 

The patient made a good recovery and was able to 
urinate quite freely until its recent destruction on 
acoount of age, etc. 

Prior to the operation just described, a previous 
operator had removed some papillomata (according 
to the owner) some two years before. 

Microscopical Examination of Growth. A paraffin 
seotion was obtained in the usual way, out and suit¬ 
ably stained. 

The penis was found to be infiltrated by an 
extensive malignant growth, having the structure of 
a squamous epithelioma. It was composed of in¬ 
growing epithelial columns with cell nests and 
keratinoid changes— exactly like the same growth 
in man. 


j (10013.) 

ORDER OF THE BOARD OF 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES. 
(Dated 24th February 1919.) 

ANIMALS (NOTIFICATION OF 
DISEASE) ORDER OF 1919. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, by virtue 
and in exercise of the powers vested in them under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914, and of every 
other power enabling them in this behalf, do order, and 
it is herely ordered, as follows 

Application of Order. 

1. The diseases to which this Order applies are cattle 
plague, contagious pleuro-pneumonia of cattle, foot-and 
mouth disease, sheep-pox, sheep-scab, swine-fever, 
anthrax, epizootic lymphangitis, rabies, glanders and 
farcy, and sarcoptic and psoroptic mange of horses, asses, 
or mules, and the definitions of “disease ” and “diseased” 
in the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, are extended for 
the purpose of this Order accordingly. 

Notification of Disease. 

2. —(1.) A veterinary surgeon or veterinary practition¬ 
er who in his private practice is employed to examine 
any head of cattle, or any sheep, goat, swine, horse, ass. 
mule, dog, or cat, or the carcase of any such animal, ana 
is of opinion that the animal is diseased, or was diseased 
when it died or was slaughtered, or suspects the ex¬ 
istence of disease therein, shall with all practicable 
speed give notice of the existence or suspected existence 
of disease to an Inspector of the Local Authority, and 
also, except where the disease is anthrax, sheep-scab, 
glanders or farcy or sarcoptic or psoroptic mange of 
horses, asses, or mules, to a constable of the police force 
for the police area in which the animal or carcase, is, or 
was at the time of its death, who shall transmit the 
information to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
by telegram addressed “Agrifi London.” 

(2.) An Inspector of the Local Authority on receipt 
of notice under this Order shall forthwith report the 
existence or suspected existence of disease to the Local 
Authority, and if the disease is anthrax, glanders or 
farcy, or rabies, also to the Medical Officer of Health of 
the Sanitary District in which the animal or carcase is, 
or was at the time of its death. 

(3.) The notification of disease hereby prescribed shall 
be in addition to any notification prescribed by any 
other Order relating to the disease. 

Communication of Information of Disease by one Local 
Authority to another*'. 

3. Where a Local Authority receives under this Order 
or otherwise information of the existence or suspected 
existence of disease in relation to a carcase of any of the 
above-mentiond animals that has died or been slaught¬ 
ered in the District of another Local Authority, the 
Local Authority shall forthwith transmit the informa¬ 
tion to the other Local Authority. 

Fee for Notification. 

4. -—(1.) A veterinary surgeon or veterinary practition¬ 
er who under and in accordance with this Order gives 
notice of the existence or suspected existence of disease 
to an Inspector of the Local Authority shall be entitled 
to receive from the Local Authority a fee of two shillings 
and sixpence for each notification. 

(2.) Where two or more animals or carcases are exam¬ 
ined by a veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner 
on the same premises and at the same time and are found 
to be diseased, or are suspected of being diseased, one 
fee only shall be payable to him in respect of the notifi- 
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cation of the existence or suspected existence of disease 
in such animals or carcases. 

Revocation. 

5. The Animals (Notification of Disease) Order of 
1910 is hereby revoked. 

Commencement. 

6. This order shall come into operation on the twenty- 
eighth day of February, nineteen hundred and nineteen. 

Short Title. 

7. This Order may be cited as the Animals (Notifi¬ 
cation of Disease) Order of 1919. 

In witness whereof the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries have hereunto set their Official Seal 

L.S. this twenty fourth day of February, nineteen 
hundred and nineteen, 

A. W. Anstruther, 

Assistant Secretary. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

(In each case the amount subscribed is £1 Is., except 
where otherwise indicated). 

Feb. 25. 


W. F. Aston, Capt. r.a.v c. 
R. E. Bond, Lt. r.a.v.c. 

C. W. Cartwright, 

Capt. R.A.V.C. 
Chas. Crowhurst, Bodmin 
M. Cunningham, 

Capt r.a.v.c. 
F. Hopkin, Maj. r.a.v.c. 

T. Hopkin, Strangeways, 
Manchester 
J. R. A. Jones, Gloucester 
J. E. Johnston, Belfast 
H. E. Keylock, Swindon 
H. Leggett, Middlesboro,’ 
0918-1919) £2 2s. 
L, W. Wynn Lloyd, 

Carnarvon 


H. McIntyre, Leek 
T. Parker, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne 
R. T. Smith, Capt r.a.v.c. 

A. Spicer, New Oxted 
J. M. Tate, Pretoria, 

South Africa 
R. C. Tennant, 

Maj. r.a.v.c. 
W. Turtill, Wickham Mkt. 

B. M. R. West, 

Capt. r.a.v.c. 
B. Whittara, Capt r.a.v.c. 
F. W. Willett, Staines 
P. F.Woodland,C’n r.a.v.c. 
(1918-1919) £2 2s. 

26 5 0 


Previously acknowledged 601 10 0 


D. A. D. Aitchison, 

Madras, India 
W. J. Cade, Capt r.a.v.c. 
H. S. Cockburn, 

Capt. r.a.v.c. 
W. Collinaon, Sneffield 

(1917-1919) £2 2s. 
W. A. Elder, Swaziland, 

S. Africa 

J. Facer, Capt. r.a.v.c. 

(1918-1919) £2 2s. 

VV. W. Grasby, Daventry 
T. H. Greatbatch, 

Stoke-on-Trent 
G. O. R. Grey, Cn r.a.v.c. 

(1918-19) £4 
J. F. Healy, Midleton, 

Co. Cork 

W. Ledger, Lt. r.a.v.c. 

A. W. Mason, t.d. 

Lt. Col. R.A.V.C. 


£627 15 0 
Mar. Jt. 

F. W. Medlock,C’n r.a.v.c. 
B. H. Mellon, Capt.R.A.v.c. 

£1 

E. Morgan, d.v.h., 

Venezuela, S. America 
W. J. Mulvey, j.p., 

London, S.W. 3 

G. E. Oxspring, 

Capt. r.a.v.c 

R. B. Palmer, m.c. 

Capt. r.a.v.c. 

S. W. Pratt, Shanghai, 

China 

H. S. Reynolds, Daventry 
H. L. Roberts, Ipswich 

S. H. Slocock, Hounslow 

F. B. O. Taylor, 

Stratford-on-Avon 
A. Weighton, Hull 


30 4 0 

Previously acknowledged 627 15 0 
£657 19 0 


ROYAL COUNTIES 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

(National y.M.A. —Southern Branch). 

The Annual General Meeting and Dinner was held at 
the Great Western Hotel, Reading, on Friday, February 
14th, when the President, Mr. G. P. Male, presided, and 
there were also present the following:—Vice-Presidents: 
Messrs. J. Willett, Hon. Treasurer, London; J. H. 
Parker, Faringdon ; and R. J. Verney, Hon. Auditor, 
Oxford ; also J. C. Coleman, Hon. Secretary, Swindon ; 
J. B. Buxton, London ; E. Brown, London ; J. R. Baxter, 
Lechlade ; T. W. Lepper, Aylesbury; H. A. MacCor- 
mack, London ; W. Pauer, Blackwater : S. H. Slocock, 
Hounslow; and Mr. F. W. Willett, Staines. Major 
F. J. Taylor was present as a visitor. 

The Hon. Secretary announced apologies from 
Sir J. M‘Fadyein, Sir Stewart Stockman, Messrs. 
Trewin, G. E. King, T. B. Goodall, J. Varney, F. W. 
Cundell, J. East, J. McIntosh, J. McKerlie, S. Penning¬ 
ton, W. T. D. Broad, F. Bazlev, W. C. Hazelton, Major 
P. J. Simpson, and Professor Wooldridge. 

A letter was read from Mr. Adams asking that the 
R.C.V.M.A. would send a representative to meet the 
Insurance Companies, re examination fees for horses 
and cattle. 

The Secretary explained that the Insurance Com¬ 
panies were having a meeting to discuss the fees paid to 
veterinary surgeons for examinations. 

The President thought Mr. Adams had written to 
the Insurance Companies and they had said they were 
willing to meet him. He then wrote to Prof. Wool¬ 
dridge, Secretary of the National, asking him if he 
would go on behalf of that society. The meeting was 
then postponed and Mr. Adams asked the Royal Coun¬ 
ties to send a representative at very short notice. Mr. 
Willett was going to represent at that meeting which 
was postponed. They could now either elect a repre¬ 
sentative, or ask Mr. Willett if he would be good enough 
to represent them at the meeting to be held in London. 

Mr. Willett said that a little while ago he Baid that 
he would not examine animals under a certain fee. He 
was told there was a meeting of Insurance Companies 
with a view to coming to some arrangement with regard 
to the fees paid. As he only acted as a referee at special 
fees, he would prefer that some other member should be 
their delegate, one who was more conversant with the 
procedure. 

The President pointed out that some years ago the 
National went into the matter. A sub-Committee was 
formed and they met the representatives of the Insur¬ 
ance Companies. But neither party agreed, and the 
matter was left in abeyance. That was before the war. 

The President then proposed that Mr. F. W. Willett 
be their representative. He was handy to London. The 
Secretary seconded and the proposal was agreed to. 

Mr. Paler asked if it would not be well to know Mr. 
Willett’s views. Possibly he was in favour of half-a - 
crown fee. 

Mr. Willett replied emphatically that he was not. 
It ought not to be done under half-a-guinea. There 
ou$ht to be a sliding scale according to the number of 
animals. 

The Secretary : That is so under scale A. I believe 
that at present there are two scales adopted generally 
all over the country, one where you get a fixed sum of 
5/-, and the other where you get 3/- if more than one, 
and mileage for over three miles. Then there is scale A 
in which you are paid a much higher fee and no mileage. 

I always go under scale A which is a sliding scale 
according to the value of the animal. 

Mr. Pauer : You are referring to only one particular 
Insurance Company 1 
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Mr. Coleman : No. This is the scale of the whole 
amalgamated Insurance Companies. They have a sort 
of union who fix their fees. 

Mr. Pauer : I have never yet seen these fees. 

Mr. Coleman : They have them, but if you don’t ask 
for scale A fees you won’t get them. If you demand 
them they will pay you The scale is agreed to by all 
the Insurance Companies. 

A letter was read from Sir Stewart Stockman in 
which he said that if the Royal Counties liked to have 
a meeting in the Board of Agricuture laboratory, Ad- 
dlestone, during the year he would be pleased to receive 
them ; and he would give a demonstration on any par¬ 
ticular matter of interest provided it was something in 
connection with which there was abundant material. 

The President said he was sure they were grateful 
to Sir Stewart for inviting them. On several occasions 
they had most instructive meetings there. If it was 
their wish a letter would be written to Sir Stewart 
thanking him very much for the kind invitation and 
asking whether the April meeting would suit him. / 
Mr. J. Willett proposed that the next meeting be 
held at the B.O.A., laboratory, failing that at Reading. 
The meeting unanimously approvea of the suggestion. 

Report of Sub Committee re Veterinary Fees. 
The President said they would remember that at 
their last meeting a sub-Committee was formed to draw 
up a scale of suggested minimum fees for that Associa¬ 
tion. There were on that sub-Committee Messrs. Cole¬ 
man, Parker, F. W. Willett, Hancock, and himself. 
Some other members were not able to come, but Mr. 
Coleman, Mr. Willett, and himself went into the matter 
very fully, spending three or four hours over it. Mr. 
Coleman would read the recommendations they made. 

Minimum Fees Recommended. 

Town visits 3/6. Mileage 1/3 per mile. It is also 
recommended that an additional fee be charged for each 
additional animal examined. 

Foaling or Calving 1 to 2 gns; Removing placenta 
10/6 mare, 7/6 cow; Inflation of udder, Milk-fever 5/- 
Medidnes. Draughts, cows and horses 2/6 ; Drenches, 
cows, cleansing etc. 2/-; Lotions 8oz 2/6 ; Liniment 
8oz 2/6 ; Blister 2/6 to 5/- according to size ; Powders, 
horses and cows, 8/- per doz; Balls 1/6 each; 
Pessaries 1/- to 2/- each. 

Dog Medicines. Pills 1/6 per doz ; Medicine 2oz 1/6 
6oz 2/6 ; Powders 2/6 per doz ; Worm capsules 1/- 
each; Whelping 10/6 to 21/-; Castration with 
Chloroform 21/-; Board and Treatment at Infirmary 
2/- per diem. 

Operations. Horses etc.— 

Castration horses, Single 21/-, Two 15/-, Three or more 
10/6 each ; Docking 5/-. 

Castration calves 2/6 each; bulls 1 year and over 
10/6 each. 

Ringing Bull 5/- (ring extra.) 

Intratracheal injection 5 3/6 each, up to 10 2/6 each, 
above 10 2/• each. 

Anti-abortion, 1 to 5, 5/- each ; up to 10 2/6; above 
10 2/- each. 

Tuberculin test Single 21/-; Next two 10/6 each ; 

After first three, 5/- each. 

Anti-Tetanin Injection 7/6 each. 

Raising and slinging horse 10/6; Hire of slings 2/6 
per week. 

. It is to be especially noted that the above are 
minimum fees. 

The President thought the fees were fair charges, 
and in reply to a question said that the 25% would be in 
addition. The War Office and the County Council paid 
7Jd. per mile each way 

Mr. J. Willett : Have you any information from the 
National with reference to these fees ? 


The President : No. 

Mr. Willett said he was present at the last National 
meeting when he called attention to the fact that they 
were discussing the question of fees at the Royal 
Counties, that they considered the matter urgent, and 
that the National should again take the matter up, and 
get from the different societies their recommendation. 

Mr. F. W. Willett asked if any scale of fees could be 
considered in regard to examining cows for councils, and 
so on, any figure for the examination of udder and signs 
of tuberculosis. Under special circumstances they got 
a stated sum for that, but it did not come under the 
Tuberculosis Order. He was an inspector for three 
councils, and before the war, if they found a tuberculous 
udder it had to be reported to the inspector of the local 
authority. 

The President : I think the Tuberculosis Order will 
very soon come into force again. 

Mr. F. W. Willett continuing, said that the Inspector 
of the Board of Agriculture, or the County Council 
Inspector then took the matter out of their hands. He 
would like to know what should be the charge, and con¬ 
sidered it ought to be a shilling per cow. 

Mr. Coleman (hon. sec.) said the County Council 
allowed a shilling per cow. When he had a case reported 
to him he used his discretion as to examining the other 
cows. They allowed a shilling for each cow examined 
beyond the one or two reported. 

Mr. F. W. Willett : We are supposed to examine 
them once or more quarterly. 

Mr. Pauer : I have been having about 1/6 a cow for 
quarterly inspection. 

The President drew attention to the fact that a lot of 
these inspections were by unqualified men, inspectors of 
nuisances, etc. He considered that a matter which should 
be gone into. 

A Member : Doctors examine in some cases. A 
farmer told me that a doctor came down to inspect his 
cattle in the summer time. He was jjust going to market, 
so he said : “you go out and look at' the cows, I shall be 
down directly.” The doctor went out into the field and 
came back very pleased. He said “ you have a ripping 
lot of cows. They look in a very healthy condition, I 
never saw them look better.” He had inspected the store 
stock and didn’t see the milk cows at all! (Laughter) 

Major Taylor : Do you propose to make extra charge 
for night visits 1 

The President : We discussed that last time and sent 
a notice to each member saying that double fees would 
be charged for night work. It has already been agreed 
upon. 

Mr. J. Willett: That should be embodied in any 
report we make. There is the question of time, summer 
or winter, and after 6 o’clock was the agreed time for 
winter and after 8 o’clock in summer. 

The President: Then we agreed to change 25% 
increase, calling it a war increase. Then Mr. Willett 
the late President, thought we should go into each 
individual fee and draw up a minimum scale, so that 
practitioners should have some idea what to charge— 
some basis on which to werk. 

Mr. Lepper: You can’t force those who are not 
members of the Association to charge these fees. The 
man who is not a member can charge what he likes. 

The President: I think most practitioners are 
members. 

Mr. J. Willett: The thing is to point out the fact to 
non members that we are dealing with fees, and that it 
is to their benefit t# join the Association. 

Mr. Coleman proposed that a circular should be sent 
to M.R.C.V.S., advising them of the decision already 
arrived at, and pointing out the benefit to be derived 
from associating with members of the Association. 

Mr. J. Willett supported Mr. Coleman’s proposition 
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and considered that the circular should be sent to all 
members of the profession in their area. 

Major Taylor : A thing like this ought to be controlled 
by the R.C.V.S. for the whole of the practitioners in the 
kingdom. It is a thing the Royal College ought to take 
in hand for it affects the whole profession. 

Mr. J. Willett : It devolves on the National in a way. 

Major Taylor : It ought not to. I was President of 
the Master Farriers’ Association in the Midlands. 
Thev drew up an elaborate scale ol fixed fees. It 
worked for a short time but eventually fizzled out 
because so many men charged what they liked. 

The President: I am President of the Master 
Farriers' Association round here. We have put up the 
fees four times and have had no trouble. 

The meeting unanimously agreed to have copies of 
these fees sent to the M.R.C.V.S. in Berks., Bucks., 
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Hampshire. 
It was also decided to send a copy to the National 
V.M.A. 

The meeting passed a resolution to the effect that an 
additional fee be charged for each animal examined and 
also for consultations by letter or telephone. 

Resolution re Milk Bill. 

On the proposition of the President the followingreso- 
lution was agreed to: That the members of the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association pray that the 
Council of the R.C. V.S. take steps to protect the interests 
of veterinary practitioners in any appointments made 
under Bills that may be brought forward relating to 
milk, dairies and the inspection of cows, and so prevent 
such appointments passing into the hands of men who 
are not members of the R.C.V.S. 

The following three representatives were elected to 
the Council of National Veterinary Aasosiation : The 
President, Mr. Pauer, Mr. Hancock and Mr. Coleman. 

Election of Members. The following gentlemen were 
elected members of the Royal Counties Veterinary 
Association : Mr. P. Lloyd, proposed by the President ; 
Mr. W. S. Kino, proposed by Mr. J. Willett; and Mr. 
R. R. I. Coleman, proposed by hon. secretary. 

Balance Sheet. Mr. J. Willett, hon. Treasurer, prese* 
nted the balance sheet and said they have not so much 
balance in the bank as last vear. Many members were 
still absent and he would liked to have brought the past 
subscription up to date. But the President thought the 
matter might be left for a time. 

The Treasurer was requested to write to two gentle¬ 
men who had not paid their entrance fees nor their 
subscription, pointing out to them that if these were not 
paid within six months the Association would be obliged 
to delete their names. 

The financial statement was then adopted. 

The Secretary regretted that in the list of names he 
omitted to give those of Major Simpson, Maidenhead : 
Mr. A. W. Hancock, Uxbridge; and Mr. F. H. W. 
Cundell, Swindon. 

S 'he President's address appeared last week, p. 300] 
r. J. Willett proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the President for the able manner in which he had dealt 
with the different problems connected with the pro¬ 
fession. He thought they were all in cordial agreement 
with the views he had voiced. (The vote of thanks was 
seconded and carried with great cordiality.) 

In acknowledgement the President said the only vote 
of thanks he wanted was for them to do all in their 
power to farther the interests of the profession. 

Dinner. 

After the meeting the company sat down to dinner 
- and were joined by a number of guests, including the 
Mayor, Alderman S. Hayward; Mr. E. M. Sturges, 

S ion. Sea of Garth Hunt); Col. Baldrey, c.M.o.: 
ea an. J. Lousley, (Chairman of Berks., Bucks, and 


Oxon Dairy Farmers' Assoc.); T. Chettle l O. Dixon. 
W. J. Cumber (Central Chamber of Agriculture and 
Milk Producers’ Council), and Major Taylor. 

It was regretted that the following were unavoidably 

S revented from attending:—Mr. W. A. Mount, M.P., 
Ir. Cecil Aldin, M.F.H. and Prof. J. Penberthy who 
was indisposed. 

The President, Mr. G. P. Male, was in the Chair. 
The toast of the King having been proposed by the 
Chairman, Mr. Coleman gave the toast of the “imperial 
Forces" and referred to the allied service's magnificent 
efforts in protecting the country in her hour of peril. 
Col. Baldrey, R.A.V.C., responded. 

Mr. Job Lousley proposed the toast of “The Vet¬ 
erinary Profession," which, he said, stood higher today 
than ever before. He saw no frar of the motor tractor 
ever superseding horses. A great deal has yet to be 
done in the direction of increased research in veterinary 
work, and facilities should be granted and money found 
by the government, to carry out thiB research. He 
wished the profession every pot>sible success, and 
concluded by coupling the toast with the name of Mr. 
Slocock. 

Mr. Slocock said he thought they should be given 
more cbauces in the scientific world than they had been 
given in the past. He pointed out how they wert 
ridding the country of pleuro-pneumonia and rabies. 
Their profession had to be viewed from two different 
standpoints, the point from which others saw them and 
the point from which they saw themselves. He was, to 
some extent, responding for the Council of the R.C.V.S., 
and he referred to the vast amount of beneficial work 
carried through at the meetings of that Council, who 
were working for the good of the profession. But the 
Council was not what it should be. It did what it 
ought to do, and it did its best, but it ought to be 
composed of representatives of the whole profession* 
That rested—not with the members of the Council, bat 
with the men who sent the members there. He 
mentioned that the profession numbered rather over 
3000 members, but a member could be returned to the 
Council by 200 votes, and this fact showed that 90% of 
the profession viewed the election with apathy. It was 
the profession that wanted waking up. 

Mr. E. M. St urges in a humourous speech proposed 
“The Royal Counties Veterinary Association." He 
considered that the veterinary profession Was never 
better represented throughout the length and breadth 
of the land than it was today. 

Responding to the toast, the Chairman said that if 
everybody realised what the veterinary profession had 
done and were trying to do as much as Mr. Sturges and 
Mr. Lousley do, they would get more help from the 
State and Loc.l authorities. The veterinary profession 
is bankrupt. They had to sell consols to raise funds to 
examine their students ; and the Colleges were depend¬ 
ing absolutely on the fees paid by the students for their 
education. During the war, the number of students had 
been very small, so that the Colleges were in a most de¬ 
plorable condition. And this in a country which boasts 
the finest stock in the world ! * It had only to be 
brought to the notice of agriculturists for them to 
realise that the veterinary profession was bound up very 
closely with agriculture, and that if they increased the 
efficiency of the veterinarv profession it was all to the 
benefit of agriculture. Therefore, anything they could 
do to help forward education or experimental research 
work was for the common good. He hoped Agricultur¬ 
ists would use their influence in trying to get State aid 

* Sines thiB was said, a two-year-old pedigree ball was 
sold at Penrith for 4750 gns. ( and one at Perth for 4000 
gns. Others for 3300, and 2600 gns. Twe pedigree bull 
calves £4000 and 4750 gns. 
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for the veterinary colleges—as every other country did. 
In this period of reconstruction he hoped some of the 
money would go into the coffers of the veterinary 
profession. 

Mr. T. W. Lepper proposed the toast of the Mayor 
and Corporation of Reading, and said he looked upon 
Reading as the home of their Association, where they 
held their annual meetings. 

The Mayor in acknowledgement, said he was not 
quite such a stranger to their profession as they might 
imagine, having worked under his father, who was a 
chemist Anything the Corporation could do to help 
the profession they would be only too delighted to do, 
for they had the greatest confidence in their veterinary 
surgeons. 

Mr. J. Willett in a felicitous speech proposed The 
Guests. He said the Association was honoured by the 
presence of so many distinguished guests who represent¬ 
ed all branches of agriculture. He hoped that when the 
Milk Bill was framed the Veterinary Surgeon would be 
given his rightful position. 

He coupled with the toast the names of Mr. W. J. 
Cumber, who was on most of the Committees dealing 
with this milk question, and was also on the Council 01 
the Shire Horse Society, and of Mr. T. Chettle, a noted 
breeder of Berkshire Pigs and Secretary of the Dairy 
Farmers Association. 

Mr. W. J. Cumber responding, said the authorities 
who demanded pure milk should be very careful in their 
actions, and should not drive the milk entirely off the 
market. The authorities should send round to the 
farmers men in whom they could place confidence ; 
otherwise they would seriously curtail the production of 
milk in the country. If the veterinary profession had 
not the necessary financial means for developing research 
work in the future, it was the duty of the government 
to provide that money, and thus ensure the pure milk 
supply for the consuming public. No one was more 
keen than he to see the tuberculous cow removed from 
the field of milk production, but there was such a preva¬ 
lence of tuberculous cows that it was a matter which 
called for great care. These cows were not to be ruled 
out wholesale, as some members of the medical profession 
advocated, otherwise there would not be nearly sufficient 
milk for the public. He hoped the day was not far 
distant when instead of many of their cows re-acting to 
the test, as they do to-day, it would be a rare occurrence. 
That could only be brought about as a result of very 
careful work between the veterinary surgeons and the 
farmers. They must be very careful in future not to be 
led into very dangerous paths by men who were faddists. 

Mr. T. Chettle, who also responded, said that the 
Dairy and Cow Shed Order gave a good deal of power 
to the medical Officer of Health. He thought the 
Medical Officer of health went out of his sphere when 
he touched animals. The legislature should give to the 
veterinaay surgeon more influence over the management 
of the dairy herds, in the way of cow sheds and so forth 
People had gone mad in regard to the proportion of 
butter fat, but he believed in clean milk from a healthy 
animal, irrespective of the proportion of butter fat. 
Many a farmer had been condemned, fined and branded 
as a criminal in this connection, irrespective of the fact 
that there were plenty of cows giving milk^ below the 
standard named. 

As agriculturists they were mush indebted to the 
veterinary profession, who often saved them from serious 
losses. 

An excellent musical programme was provided. 

J. C. Coleman, Hon. Sec. 


DERBYSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch.] 

A Special Meeting was held at Derby on Friday 
Februaay 21st. The President Mr. A. Levie occupied 
the chair, and there were also present: Messrs. Howe, 
Wirksworth ; White, Castle Donnington ; Marrison, 
Bake well; H. Fairer, Derby ; T. Abell, Derby ; Heather, 
Sandiacre ; Aulton, Tutbury; T. H. L. Duckworth, 
Ashbourne ; Hawksworth, Etwall; and F. Prince, Hon. 
Sec., Ashbourne. 

The President said he hoped they would excuse him 
calling a special meeting at such a busy season, but 
there were matters to be dealt with which ought not to be 
deferred, and he thought they might employ their time 
as profitably as by attending to their ordinary business 
They were now, like other professions and trades, pass¬ 
ing through a very serious crisis, and it was up to them 
to grasp the opportunity that now presented itself if they 
were to move forward as they hoped to do. If the 
opportunity were neglected, it might never conie their 
way again. The agenda contained several items of 
importance and he intended to refer to them briefly and 
then invite the meeting to come to a decision upon them. 
He trusted that they would be unanimous, because 
unity of purpose was all important at this juncture, and 
unless they were all of one mind, the goal before them 
would never be reached. 

The first question was the presence at agricultural 
shows of vendors of veterinary medicines and surgical 
appliances. It was discussed at their last meeting, but 
he was not satisfied with what was done on that occasion. 
He suggested that after coming to a unanimous agree¬ 
ment among themselves they should take the matter up 
with the Secretaries of the various agricultural shows in 
Derbyshire and the adjoining counties, making it clear 
to them that unless they were prepared to cease letting 
stalls or stands to quacks, members of the veterinary 
profession would withdraw their services. He further 
asked his fellow practitioners, in case agricultural 
societies failed to satisfy them in that respect, to resign 
all connection with such societies by way of protest. 
Let them all resign en bloc and he believed their pro¬ 
test would then be effective. 

The next item related to veterinary surgeons attend¬ 
ing agricultural shpws professionally. He asked the 
meeting to support him in the suggestion that they 
should endeavour to persuade the whole of the pro¬ 
fession not to accept any office, even if they were paid, 
under any agricultural society that allowed quacks to 
have stands at their shows. He thought they had the 
matter entirely in their own hands, but they must all be 
united in their determination to carry their point. The 
vendor of quack medicines was the most destructive 
agent they had to fight. A quack firm often sold as 
much medicine in a few hours at a show as a veterinary 
surgeon sold in a whole week, and it was not fair either 
to them as a profession or to their clients. 

Often when a veterinary surgeon was called in to a 
case he found that some quack remedy had been applied 
in vain, and he was handicapped by not knowing what 
that particular medicine was which had to be counter¬ 
acted. It was a national question, and that was why he 
thought they had a right to expect assistance in their 
crusade from veterinary surgeons all over the couniry. 
They were strong enough in Derbyshire to form the 
nucleus of a body of veterinary Burgeons quite capable of 
dealing a staggering blow to the vendors of quack 
medicines. 

The next question was that of local authorities and 
mileage, which was one of great importance to them. 
As veterinary surgeons, they were not recognised by 
local authorities as they ought to be. and they were often 
asked to do work at a lower rate than was paid to the 
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ordinary tradesman, and he put that down to the fact 
that thev were too frequently divided in their counsels 

Item No. 4 related to the fees allowed to veterinary 
surgeons by Insurance Companies. Some companies 
were prepared to pay the 10/6 which veterinary surgeons 
asked for an examination, but others would not do so if 
they could help it. In proof of that, he mentioned a 
recent experience, when he was asked to travel six or 
seven miles to examine a horse by a company whose 
maximum fee was 4/-. Was it reasonable to expect a 
professional man to put his other work aside and go that 
distance for a paltry 4/-? He wrote to the company 
saying he should require the full fee, and a few days 
later they replied that they would not need his services, 
as they had made other arrangements for the examinat¬ 
ion of this horse. He would leave the meeting to form 
their own conclusions as to what must have happened. 

The fifth item was, “ Petrol for veterinary surgeons at 
cost price.” They were large consumers of petrol, many 
of them as much as 600 gallons a year and even more, 
and they used it in the pursuit of a noble profession. 
Yet, whilst their next door neighbour, if he happened to 
be a grocer or a draper, got his petrol at cost price, vet¬ 
erinary surgeons were not allowed that privilege. He 
suggested that they should approach the Government 
department responsible for the control of the petrol 
supply and get that altered. A tradesman could buy 
his petrol today at 2/10iper gallon whilst a veterinary 
surgeon had to pay 3/3£“ Why should a veterinary surg¬ 
eon be compelled to pay 5d. a gallon more than other 
people? It was most unjust, and ought to be remedied, 
but that again could only be done by the whole profess¬ 
ion showing a united front. 

Item No. 6. was perhaps the crux of the whole situa¬ 
tion, and it was, “The advisability of forming a union 
to strengthen our position as practitioners in relation to 
representation on pubiic bodies.” That was where want 
of unity had done them most harm. It was no use 
blaming local authorities for anything that happened ; 
it was the veterinary surgeons own fault for not being 
represented on those bodies in order to see that the 
profession secured proper recognition. He urged them 
to unite with other veterinary societies in achieving 
their object, and thus gain their rights whilst the country 
was being re-constructed. Thev had no representation 
in parliament, which was scarcely creditable to a body 
of professional men three thousand strong. Surely they 
were entitled to some voice in the making of the laws, 
and it was because they had been left in the cold in the 
past that they were obliged to suffer so many injustices 
to-day. 

He attributed most of their troubles as a profession 
to the fact that they were not properly represented on 
public bodies, and the blame for that lay very largely at 
their own doors. He looked to Derbyshire to take the 
lead in this matter and throw its tentacles out until 
they caught all the other societies in their grasp. When 
every other society in the kingdom came to Derbyshire’s 
way of thinking the profession would be able to move 
forward with irresistable force. 

Discussion followed, and eventually the following 
resolutions were carried unanimously:— 

(1) Proposed by Mr. Heather and seconded by Mr. 
Abell, “That veterinary surgeons refuse to act in a pro¬ 
fessional capacity at Live Stock shows where vendors of 
animal medicines and surgical appliances are allowed to 
have stands for the purpose of exhibiting or offering 
snch articles for sale”; 

(2) Proposed by Mr. Aulton and seconded by Mr. 
Duckworth, “That veterinary surgeons attending 
officially at shows shall receive a fee”; 

(3) Proposed by Mr. Marrison and seconded by Mr. 
Duckworth, “That this Society approach Local Author¬ 
ities with a view to their increasing the present fee to a 


minimum of 10/6 for an inspection and 9d.- for every 
mile actually travelled”; 

(4) Proposed by Mr. Heather and seconded by Mr. 
Fairer, “That the Secretary be instructed to write to the 
Petrol Control Committee requesting that veterinary 
surgeons be supplied with petrol at the same rate as 
that charged to the trade”; 

(5) Proposed by Mr. Duckworth and seconded by Mr. 
Heather, “That this Society considers advisable the 
formation of a Union to strengthen our position as 
practitioners by securing representation in Parliament 
and upon County Councils, Town Councils and other 
local administrative bodies : and also to ensure that we 
are suitably represented on the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons”. 

The meeting concluded with the usual votes of thanks. 

F. T. Prince, Hon. Sec. 


Veterinary and Comparative Ophthalmology. By Dr. 

Eugene Nicolas. Translated, edited and enlarged by 

Henry Gray, m.r.c.v.b. Cr. 8vo., pp. xvi. -f 598, in¬ 
cluding 20 p. Index, 225 figures in the text. 15s. net. 

Postage 6d. H. & W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, 

London, S.W. 3. 

Mr. Henry Gray, m.r.c.v.s., deserves the gratitude and 
congratulations of the veterinary profession in the 
English speaking world for having translated, edited, 
and largely amplified the excellent work of Dr. Eugene 
Nicolas, a French veterinarian, on veterinary and com¬ 
parative ophthalmology, in the form of a neat and handy 
volume of 600 pages. 

The treatise supplies a long felt want, as it is the first 
one in the English language dealing exhaustively with 
the affections of the eye and its appendages from a vet¬ 
erinary and comparative point of view. 

It includes all the up-to-date knowledge on veterinary 
and human ophthalmology and is arranged in chapters 
as follows:— 

General remarks on the anAtomy of the eye: The eye 
from an optical point of view : Method of examination 
of the eye : Ophthalmoscopic examination of a normal 
eye: The conjunctiva : The sclera and cornea : The 
uveal tract : The retina and optic nerve : The crystal¬ 
line lens : The vitreous humour : Glaucomatous affec¬ 
tions : The orbit: The eyelids : The lacrimal appara¬ 
tus : Motor apparatus: Ocular therapeutics and for¬ 
mulary. 

The French regulations concerning the affections of 
the eye in connection with returnable vices are also given. 

The anatomy of each part of the eye is fully described 
before referring to its lesions, thus avoiding the weari¬ 
some revision of the anatomy of the eye en bloc, and 
keeping the structure of the part clearly Wore the mind 
at the required moment. 

The sections dealing with the examination of the eye, 
cataracts, opacities of the cornea, and affections of the 
uveal tract, including a long article on recurrent oph¬ 
thalmia ; will be particularly welcomed by clinicians, as 
they contain more than is commonly known on these 
practical subjects. 

A knowledge of optics is necessary to appreciate the 
chapter on the “ Eye from an optical point of view.” 

Tile chapter on therapeutics and formulary contains 
the latest therapeutic agents and formulae recommended 
for the various diseases of the eye. All the ophthalmic 
surgical operations are described in detail. The large 
number of references and quotations in the text reveal 
great industry and painstaking on the part of the 
translator. 

The work is profusely illustrated with diagrams and 
drawings but the coloured plates printed in France and 
intended for insertion had to be omitted owing to the 
outbreak of the war. 
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The captious critic could doubtless find faults in the 
book, but they are so insignificant compared with its 
praiseworthy features that they may be ignored. There 
are several slight errata which are pointed out in a list 
at the end of the volume. 

It is pleasing to note that the work is dedicated to the 
memory of the late Mr. William Hun ting who took such a 
keen interest in clinical veterinary practice, and endeared 
himself so much to his confreres by his many admirable 
qualities 

J. J. 0’C. 


THE COUNCIL OF THE R.C.V.S AND THE 
COMING ELECTION. 

To the Editor of 44 The Veterinary Record.” 

Dear Sir.— I am today in receipt of your issue under 
date of 28th, Dec, containing report of the meeting of 
Royal Counties V.M.A. with its discussions on 44 After- 
War Problems ” in which is embodied a criticism of the 
present council of the R.C.V.S. 

I feel confident this is a matter which will evoke wide¬ 
spread interest amongst the members of our profession 
aod we owe the President of the R.C.V.M.A. a vote of 
thanks for his timely pert, and pointed remarks on a 
subject which must have been on the thoughts of many 
who have been following the happenings at 10, Red Lion 
Square during the past four years. 

Take the conduct of the members who constitute the 
Registration Committee. What right had they as our 
representatives to absent themselves from the meetings 
and neglect the proper conduct of our affairs 1 There 
were but two occasions a quorum present out of fourteen 
meetings, a downright scandal, and amounted to pure 
persecution of those members involved in the cases that 
came up for their consideration. If any member of the 
Registration Committee was granted a tempory commi¬ 
ssion in the A. V.C. why did he not r Aign his seat on the 
Council “ for duration ” 1 The profession would have 
thought none the less of him if he had, seeing one of the 
oonditions of his Army appointment was that he devote 
the whole of his attention to the duties of his office. 
Again, the “ stay-at-homes ” pleaded over-work. More 
the reason they should have resigned also, than be a 
non-effective member of a body and hinder the admin¬ 
istration of its work. Amongst some of the views 
expressed at the discussion were:— 

1 Some members of Council are head and shoulders 
above others. 

2 New and vigorous blood is wanted on the Council. 

3 The Schools are over represented, and rule the 
profession. 

4 The Council has no interest in things nearest to 
heart of the general practitioner. 

Taking these paragraphs in rotation ; my views are 
that : - 

1 Some members are head and shoulders above others 
and all credit to them, pity that we had not a few more 
such gifted men on the Council. I bow to no member, 
in my admiration for the untiring energy, zeal and dev¬ 
otion to duty of our present President and his few 
worthy compatriots. The loss of efficiency is not theirs 
but rests with the inert 44 remainder.” 

2 New and vigorous blood is decidedly required on the 
Council. Let the members wake up and take more 
interest in the elections of the council, review the work 
done by the present councilman, and the attendance-roll 
statistics, and let the various associations for the coming 
election put forward a candidate, and if successful at 
the election, provide him with a list of their grievances 
for his information and necessary action. I can enumer¬ 
ate half-a-dozen capable men north of the Tweed who 


would be new and mg or oils blood and at whose handsall 
matters pertaining to the welfare of the profession 
would be safe; at any rate they could be trusted to help, 
not hinder, the members who are u head and shoulders 
above the others.” 

3 That the schools are over represented ; I don’t agree. 
There are only five members of the present councU con¬ 
nected with the schools, and with the many new difficul¬ 
ties that lie in front of our “ budding ” veterinarians and 
their course of training, the call is for better represent¬ 
ation of the schools on our council. 

4 The members of the profession generally have the 
remedy in their own hands, and if the association adopt 
the procedure I indicate in my answer to second para— 
nominate a general practitioner or veterinary inspectors 
who by dint of sheer ability, hard work and business 
acumen as private practitioners knew what it was to 
“ paddle their own canoe ” to their higher state of 
officialdom, they may take the place of the many “ dud ” 
members now on the council. 

In conclusion, we must have the Royal Army Veterin¬ 
ary Corps and the Board of Agriculture represented on 
the council, and for these representatives we have not 
far to look. 

With reference to men who have been in A.V.C. ranks 
during the war, and the probability of many ex-A.V.C. 
sergeants being dumped down throughout the country 
upon general demobilisation, it is to be sincerely hoped 
that the Council will make ample provision for dealing 
with them in their gratuitous advice on ailments and 
administration of their “ pet ” stock remedies. 

I may say, that amongst the many subjects placed on 
the curriculum for instruction of N.C.O.’s and men. 
awaiting demobilization here, is veterinary science. But 
I hold out no fear from the opposition of any scholars in 
this class, with the knowledge imparted to them by the 
lecturer. On the other hand, it is God help the stock 
owners who are tempted to trust the value of their 
patients in the hands of such 41 wise acres” demobilized. 

I would repeat. Let the members of the profession 
wake up :—see to reconstruction of the council and their 
better representation. Let us drop the 44 duds,” and those 
who never show any initiative in the proceedings, but 
when a lead is given them they have always much 
grumbling and “playing to the gallery”—all to no 
purpose.—I am, Sir, Yours faithfully, 

With the W. Gardner, m.r.c.v.8. 

Egyptian E. Forces, Jan. 27th. 

[The Registration Committee is the whole Council. 
This is a safeguard to the individual member, but makes 
the necessary quorum two thirds of the members— 
twenty-two : and at least three-fourths—(seventeen) of 
these must vote on the question.] 


THE CONTROL OF 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS. 

Sir,—Mr. Davis’s letter, and that of “non subscriber” 
in your issue of Feby. 22nd., refer very much to the 
same subject—the question of Veterinary Inspectors. 

Evqry practitioner knows that under its present 
system the Board of Agriculture has not the full-nearted 
support from the bulk of practitioners that it should 
have. The present system of local Inspectorship is not 
getting the results it should, and never will be effectual. 
What you refer to as 44 clinical errors” and what may be 
described as such, abound. 

I agree with 44 non-subscriber”—that each practitioner 
should be an Inspector for his own practice: or failing 
this, that whole-time Inspectors should be appointed, 
each Inspector being allotted a certain area, in which he 
should carry out all Inspections: and I believe if 
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after. The cause of death was the same in each case, 
basic slag impacted into a lump in the intestines, and 
acute innamation resulting therefrom.—Tours, etc., 

Stradbally, Qaeen’s Co. John W. Young. 

[We should prefer to call this the danger of an open 
gate.] 


The Army Mare Scheme. 

Before some Cheshire farmers, recently, a circular 
letter from the Board of Agriculture was read regarding 
the demobilisation of Army horses, and offering to lend 
them to farmers to encourage tho breeding of horses of 
artillery type. A mare will be placed out for breeding 
purposes with a custodian at an annual rental of £2, and 
she will be allowed to remain in his possession so long 
as the prescribed conditions are observed. The rent is 
to be payable in advance, and the first payment is due 
on the day on which the mare is received by the 
custodian and shall be paid within fourteen days of that 
date. In subsequent years, the rent shall be payable on 
April 1st. 

A mare must at all times be properly cared for by the 
custodian, used only for reasonable work and kept in 
his possession. The Board and the War Office have a 
lieu on the progeny of a mare when three years old at 
£50, and no progeny can be sold without the permission 
of the Board until October 1st in the year in which it is 
a three-year-old. A custodian may, however, at any 
time, claim exemption from this condition on payment 
to the Board of a forfeit of £10. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, Mar. 1. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of the 
Palace, when the following Officers were severally intro¬ 
duced into the presence of the King. His Majesty then 
invested them with the Insignia of the respective 
Divisions of the Orders into which they have been 
admitted:— 

# * * * 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

Major Hugh Gibbs, r.a.v.c. 

Order op the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing appointments to the Most Excellent Order of 
the Britisn Empire, for valuable services rendered in 
connection with military operations in Mesopotamia. 
The appointments to date from January 1 :— 

* * * * 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

Temp. Capt. J. R. Hewer. 


Extracts from London Ornette, 

War Offioi, Whitehall, Feb. 28. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. L*. A. H. Morris to be temp. Capt. (Feb. 1). 

Mar. 4. 

Maj. W. C. Lowe, f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes actg. rank of 
Lt.-Col. (Feb. 13). 

The following relinquish their commns. :—Temp. Capt. 
R. P. Johns, acct. of ill-health (Mar. 5), and retains 
rank of Capt.; temp. Hon. Capt. F. Armstrong, on 
ceasing to be empld. (Feb. 8), and retains hon. rank of 
Capt. 


The War Office announces the following casualty 

Capt. J. Bradley, r.a.v.c., attd. r.f.a. 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Feb. 28. 

Capt. (temp. Maj., actg. Lt.-Col.), E. W. Parks, o.b.e., to 
be Msg., and to retain actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (Jan. 12). 

Mar. 1. 

Maj. J. Abson, u.s.o., f.r.c.v.s., is retired, having attain¬ 
ed the age limit (Mar. 2), and retains rank of Maj., 
with permission to weir the prescribed uniform. 


Erratum. In our issue of Feb. 1, p. 271, Capt. R. P. 
Jones, attd. S.A.F.A., was inadvertently pi iced under 
heading N.Z.V.C. 


OBITUARY. 

W. J. Foreman, Leadgate, Co. Durham. 

Graduated Lond: Dec, 1894. 

Mr. Foreman’s death occurred on Feb. 18th, at the 
age of 46. 

“ We understand that Mr.Foreman caught cold nearly 
three weeks since, influenza developed about a week 
*go, followed by pneumonia, and despite the devoted 
attention and medical skill, the patient succumbed. In 
Leadgate especially the sad news called forth expressions 
of sincere sorrow, for no man was more honoured and 
esteemed. His genial and kindly disposition and his 
winning personality endeared him to his numerous 
friends. In the home circle, the loss is irreparable, 
as Mr. Foreman was a devoted husband and a loving 
father who was idolised by his children. 

Councillor Foreman was one of the oldest members 
of the Leadgate U.D.C., first elected 21 ago, when the 
late Mr. Thos. Foreman retired from the Council, and 
his son—then a very young man—was induced to come 
forward, with the result that he headed the poll. In 
due course he was called to the chair—just at the time 
that the new Council premises were opened—and in 
honour of the occasion he and Mrs. Foreman entertained 
the members of the Council, the officials etc. Councillor 
Foreman occupied the chair for three years with every 
satisfaction to those concerned, and also took his seat 
upon the bench. He was elected Chairman of the 
Leadgate Tribunal, and discharged the responsible duties 
with tact and impartiality. He took keen interest in 
and acted as treasurer to the local War Savings Asso¬ 
ciation. He was a staunch Churchman, and a Conser¬ 
vative in politics. A few years since he was chosen to 
follow his late respected father as people’s warden at St. 
Ives Church, Leadgate—a position which he filled with 
conspicuous ability. In fact in everything Mr. Foreman 
took in hand he was thorough and conscientious. A 
man of sterling and upright character, whose word was 
his bond, he was rightly looked upon as possessing all 
the attributes that go to make up a typical English 
gentleman. 

In his younger days Mr. Foreman was a keen athlete. 
He captained the Leadgate Park football team at a time 
when a very strong side achieved some notable victories. 
The defence of Councillor Foreman and his brother 
Frank, at back, was a feature in those days. Later on 
he became president of the club. He was also a great 
lover of tennis. He was the first president of the Black- 
hill and District Institutes Billiard Tournament. His 
was a busy, well-spent life which has ended all too 
quickly. In addition to keeping his large practice 
going he found time to serve nis fellow men in many 
valuable ways, and this he did cheerfully and willingly.” 
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CONCERNING A BYE-LAW. 

To the Editor oj “ The Veterinary Record” 

Dear Sir,—I send you the following case for the 
information of the profession. 

Mr. X satisfactorily attended the various classes in 
the Dublin College in 1918 for the Class B examination 
with the exception of four weeks during which he was 
absent on account ef illness prior to his examination, 
which he was unable to sit for. 

Private circumstances now compel Mr. X to attend 
the Glasgow College. He voluntarily rejoined College 
in January 1919 so as to get in 20 weeks more study for 
his B examination in July—a total of 46 weeks. 

At the last meeting of the Examination Committee of 
the Council (at which I was unable to be present) this 
student was refused permission to sit for his B examin¬ 
ation in July because lie does not fulfil the requirements 
of Bye-law 62 which says he must have satisfactorily 
attended “ for one session (30 weeks) at one of the affili¬ 
ated Veterinary Schools.” He will have put in 26 weeks 
in Dublin and 20 weeks in Glasgow yet he cannot sit 
for his examination because he has not put in 30 weeks 
at one College. 

My own view is that one is meant to take the spirit 
and not the letter of this Bye-law. 

Now, sir, I am not in sympathy at all with those who 
have recently been hurling abuse at members of Council, 
but a decision such as the above does make one think. 
It would be merely silly, if it were not such an injustice 
to the student. 


If some Members of Council take such narrow-poinded 
and petty views on details, how is the Council, as a 
whole, to deal with larger and more important matters, 
concerning the welfare of the profession, in the right 
spirit?—Yours faithfully, 

S. H. Gaioer, f.r.c.v.s. 
Glasgow Veterinary College, 5th March. 


Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 

At Halesworth (Suffolk) Petty Sessions, 27th Febru¬ 
ary, 1919, Charles M. Smith, of Wrentham, was sum¬ 
moned for unlawfully using the description “ veterinary 
surgeon.” 

Mr. Geoffrey Bracey, solicitor, on behalf of Messrs. 
Angell and Foward, solicitors, Beccles, appeared to pro¬ 
secute for the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Mr. Bracey stated that the offence consisted in signing 
the necessary document for the removal of three dogs 
from the infected rabies area of Cornwall and Devon, 
without legal authority. 

Mr. Ernest Cooper, solicitor, of South wold, appeared 
for the defendant, ana said he had served 12 years with 
the Yeomanry, and was discharged from the Army owing 
to his usefulness to the farmers of the neighbourhood. 
He had assisted his grandfather, who was a veterinary, 
for several years, and thereby had not the opportunity 
of passing through the necessary examination of King’s 
I College. The Bench imposed a fine of 40s., and costs £4. 
I East Anglian Daily Tunes. 
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An Anniyerbary: and a Retrospect. 

Probably few veterinarians will have noticed that 
last Saturday wa9 an important anniversary for us. 
Our first Charter is dated March 8th, 1844; so the 
profession attained its seventy-fifth birthday last 
week. This would be a noteworthy landmark 
under any conditions ; and it becomes more so from 
oecuring at such a singular and critical period of 
our history, and indeed of all history. 

Looking back over the three quarters of a cent¬ 
ury, we have much cause for satisfaction. Consid¬ 
ering what we were at the beginning, the difficulties 
that have confronted us, and the little outside help 
we have had, the wonder is that we have advanced 
o far in three generations. Our past progress 
gives us good hope for the future, however dubious 
the immediate present may appear. 

Just now we hear the profession described as 
“seething with discontent,” and so it is. So, prob¬ 
ably, is alnost every other section of the nation— if 
we except professional warriors and the numerous 
species classed generically as “ war profiteers.” 
The present unrest in the veterinary profession is 
very similar to that which is agitating the whole 
country, depending upon much the same causes, 
and developing along analogous lines. Old griev¬ 
ances have become more acute and some new ones 
arisen; and some parties unfortunately seem to 
think that all can, somehow, be remedied at once. 
Tendencies to insist upon individual claims without 
regarding communal ones, to blame leaders and 
governments for everything, and to fly to precipitate 
action, are more or less evident everywhere. We 
have entered upon a period of transition of which 
no one can yet either appreciate all the issues or 
foresee the end; and our profession, like probably 
•very other body, shows some unsteadiness in facing 
the new conditions. 

On the whole, we have a better chance of holding 
our own in the coming struggle than many other 
oallings. We have a firm legal status which is not 
likely to be weakened, while we may hope to 
strengthen it still further by judicious action. We 
are neither a mushroom industry developed under 
war conditions, nor a parasitic one dependent upon 
the luxuries of peace, but a profession with a long 
record of national service to prove our economic 
utility. Claims such as these, with good manage¬ 
ment on our part, should enable us to gain our just 
ends; while such errors as over-estimating our own 
strength and importance would be peculiarly 
dangerous in a profession so small as ours. The 
men whem we trust to guide our course today 
should be not only alert and energetic, but also 
prudent and level headed; and we all know that 
the two sets of qualities are not always found in 
the same individual. 


Fracture op the Navicular Bone. 

B6rrar, in the Deutsch Tieriirztlich Wochensch- 
rift for 1913, discusses this subject. Fractures of 
the navicular bone are usually effected in the trans¬ 
verse direction and situated m the neighbourhood 
of the medial crest. There are predisposing causes, 
such as prolonged restf, neurectomy, etc; while the 
exciting causes are concussions or traumatisms. 
The certain diagnosis can only be established by 
means of the Rontgen rays; for acute navicular 
disease and arthritis of the foot present the same 
symptoms as fracture of the navicular bone. 
Prognosis is always unfavourable; and the lame¬ 
ness persists even in cases where the fracture is 
consolidated by a callus. 

In twenty five horses destroyed on account of 
inourable affections of the organs situated in the 
interior of the hoof, B6rrar found, upon post mor¬ 
tem examination, four fractures of the navicular 
bone. 

The author advances interesting considerations 
concerning the genesis of these fraotures, basing 
his arguments upon the function of the bone. The 
bone is compressed between the second phalanx and 
and the perforans tendon ; and all its interior struc¬ 
ture is organised to support pressure. This structure 
resembles a collection of tubes or columns disposed 
perpendicularly to the two surfaces of pressure. 
The navicular bone is fixed at its two extremities by 
a rather complex ligamentous apparatus, and sup¬ 
ported by the perforans tendon. Fractures super¬ 
vene from excessive pressure transmitted by the 
second phalanx ; and the perforanB tendon, which is 
relaxed in certain positions of the limb , may not 
counteract such pressure sufficiently.— (Annates de 
Mid ec inc Ve ter via ire). 

Atoxyl in the Treatment op 
Malignant Catarrhal Fever. 

Wysmann, in Schweizer Archiv.fiir Tierheilkunde 
for May 1918, reports in detail fourteen oases of 
malignant catarrhal fever whioh he has treated 
with atoxyl, and also mentions the result whioh he 
has previously obtained with the same drug in 
other oases. The results he has observed have not 
been uniform. In some oases the atoxyl showed a 
very rapid curative aotion; in others, however it 
produced no benefit. 

It must not be forgotten that malignant catarrhal 
fever is capable of cure, even in grave cases, with 
other remedies. Wysmann, therefore, concludes by 
saying that atoxyl is not the ideal remedy in this 
disease, as its action is neither constant nor 
regular.— {La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W. R. C. 
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VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


(Incorporatbd) 

The First meeting of the Council of the Fund since its 
incorporation was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C., on Thursday March 6th, 1919, when the following 
members were present: 

Mr. S. H. Slocock (President), in the Chair, Mr. E. 
Whitley Baker, Mr. G. A, Banham, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. E. Alfred West, Mr. J. Willett, 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge. Mr. G. Thatcher, Solicitor, 
and Messrs. P. J. L. Kelland, and F. Bullock, Honor¬ 
ary Secretaries. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Barrett, Bradley, Dawes, Dunstan, Price, Johnstone, 
Trigger, and Sir Stewart Stockman. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

Inccn pwation. The Memorandum and Articles of 
Association were submitted, together with the certificate 
of Incorporation of which the following is a copy :— 

No. 153010 Certificate of Incorporation. I hereby 
certify that the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
(the word “ Limited ” being omitted by Licence of the 
Board of Trade) is this day Incorporated under the 
Companies Acts 1908 to 1917, and that the Company is 
Limited. Given under my hand at London, this sixth 
day of February, one thousand* nine hundred and 
nineteen. 

A. E. Taylor, 

Assistant Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 
Fees and Deed Stamps £22. 

Constitution of Council. 'Hie Solicitor reported that 
in order to complete the preliminaries of incorporation 
as quickly as possible he had sent in the consents to act 
as Member of Council from such members as had replied 
in time, and their names had been registered. It was 
now necessary formally to co-opt the remaining 
members of Council whose consents to act had been 
received since the date of Incorporation. This was 
authorised under Article 20. 

Mr. Banham thereupon proposed, Mr. West seconded, 
and it was unanimously carried, That the following be 
co-opted Members of Council: Messrs. E. Whitley 
Baker, F. W. Garnett F. L. Gooch, J. Ewing Johnstone, 
J. Mcl. McCall. W. J. Mnlvey, T. Salusbury Price, A. 
Spicer, R. C. Trigger and W. Jackson Young. 

A further point was raised as to the interpretation of 
Clause 18 of the Articles, and it was resolved, That an 
extraordinary meeting of the Members be called for 
April 10th, to alter the Articles of Association, so as to 
provide that any Veterinary Medical Association or 
Society which contributes annually to the Fund a sum 
of not less than two guineas shall be entitled to nominate 
a member of Council. 

Secretaryship. The President requested Mr. Bullock 
to withdraw during the consideration of this matter. 
In his absence the President said that in the new 
circumstances of the Fund as an Incorporated Associ¬ 
ation, it was in bis opinion necessary that a paid official 
should be appointed. There were certain important 
duties to be performed under the provisions of the 
Companies Acts which involved a large increase in the 
Secretarial work. The books and records of the Fund 
had to be kept in strict accordance with the law, and 
annual returns were required to be made under con¬ 
siderable penalties. Mr. Bullock had joined Mr. 
Kelland as Honorary Secretary two years ago, and he 
could not speak too highly of the excellent work he had 
done for the Fund. The number of subscribers had 
greatly increased, and the amouut paid out to recipients 
had alio augmented. The provision of the Stephenson 
Bequest would also add considerably to the Secretary’s 


work. He felt that there was no one who was so 
competent to carry out the duties of the Secretaryship 
and to see that all the requirements of the law were 
duly satisfied as Mr. Bullock. He therefore proposed 
that Mr. Bullock should be elected Secretary to the 
Fund at a remuneration. He suggested that the amount 
•hould be fifty guineas per annum, to include all 
necessary payments for clerical assistance. 

Mr. West seconded the proposition, stating that he 
associated himself with everything Mr. Slocock had said 
as to the excellent work Mr. Bullock had done for the 
Fund. 

Sir John M l Faydean supported the motion, and it 
was ultimately carried unanimously. 

Mr. Bullock was then recalled and informed of the 
decision. In thanking the Council for the appointment, 
Mr. Bullock said that the work he had done had been 
done with pleasure, and that he would have been quite 
willing to continue it without remuneration, as it was 
a work undertaken for the benefit of the profession he 
had the honour to serve. Since, however, the Council 
wished that the office of secretary should be a paid 
appointment, and had fixed so generous a remuneration, 
he promised that in accepting the appointment nothing 
should be lacking on his part to carry out the duties 
conscientiously, and he hoped, with increasing success. 

Awlitors. The question of the appointment of Audi¬ 
tors was considered and the secretary was instructed to 
communicate with Messrs Woodhouse and Wilkinson, 
the present Honorary Auditors, to ascertain whether 
they were willing to offer themselves for re-election and 
on what terms. 

Appointment of Banker's. Mr. West proposed, Mr. 
Bannam seconded, and it was resolved “ that Barclays 
Bank Ltd. be appointed the bankers of the Fund, and 
that they be authorised to honour all cheques signed on 
behalf of the fund by the President, Treasurer and 
Secretary.” 

Common Seal. A specimen of the Common Seal was 
submitted and on the motion of Sir J. M 4 Fadyean, 
seconded by Mr. Willett it was unanimously approved. 

It was ordered that the Seal be duly affixed to the 
contract for the purchase of War Loan from the 
Stephenson Bequest, and also to the necessary transfers 
of the Invested Funds from the names of the Trustees 
into that of the Fund. 

Clement Stephenson Bequest. The question of the 
management of the Clement Stephenson Fund was 
raised, and the Solicitor read the terms of the Bequest 
as follows:— 

“ The annual income is to be kept separate and dis¬ 
tinct from the ordinary income of the Institution and is 
to be called the “Clement Stephenson Fund,” from 
which the Council of the Fund is empowered to grant 
relief either in the form of gatuities or fixed periodical 
allowances to necessitous and deserving widows or fam¬ 
ilies of duly qualified Veterinary Surgeons in the United 
Kingdom.” 

The Solicitor pointed out that no provision seemed to 
be made for any expense of administration to be charged 
to the Stephenson Fund, and that no grant could be paid 
to a necessitous member out of that Fund. 

It was thereupon decided that all expenses of admin¬ 
istration be charged to the general Fund, and that any 
question of allocating certain of the present grants from 
the Stephenson Fund be deferred for the time being. 

First Genei'al Meeting. It was resolved on the prop¬ 
osition of Sir J. M‘Fadyean, seconded by Mr. Mclntosn, 
that the first General Meeting of the Fund in accordance 
with the Articles of Association be held on April 10th, 
at 6 p.m. 

Annual Report. The Secretaries submitted a draft of 
the Annual Report, which was duly approved for issue 
to the Members of the Fand before the Annual Meeting. 
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Relief. A further application was received from Mrs. 
B. Y. f for a grant towards the balance of the cost of her 
son’s equipment as a cadet in the mercancile marine. It 
was resolved—That a grant of fifteen guineas be made 
to Mrs. B. Y., from the Clement Stephenson Fund, being 
the balance required to complete the cost of her son’s 
outfit. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 

[National V.M.A.— Irish Branch.1 

A general meeting was held on Friday Nov. 29th, in 
the Gresham Hotel, Dublin. Prof. J. J. O’Conner, 
President, occupied the chair and other members present 
were Messrs. Healy, Wilkinson, J. Doyle, VV. W. 
Malone, F. C. Mason, L. M. Magee, Knight, C. M. 
Griffin, J. H. Norris, J. B.Dunlop, Capt. Winter, and 
Profs. Craig and Browne. 

Apologies were received from :—Messrs. Prentice, 
Kerr, Mahony, Howard and Holland. 

The minutes of the previous meeting which had been 
circulated were taken as read and signed. 

Correspondence. The following correspondence was 
read:—Yererinary Officers V.M.A. and North of Ireland 
V.M.A. 

Report op Council. 29th Nov. 

A special meeting of Council was held on 13th June 
1918 to consider the ad visibility of opening a subscription 
list for Mrs. Mettam. After some discussion it was 
decided to defer action in the matter and that Mr. 
Watson and Prof. O’Connor should interview a Govern¬ 
ment Official re a Government Grant. 

A meeting of Council was held on the 25th of July 
1918, at which it was decided to abandon the general 
meeting in August for this year. 

A meeting of Council was held on the 12th November 
1918 at which it was announced that Mr. C. A. Ewing 
had won the medal awarded to the student gaining the 
highest aggregate of marks in his Final professional 
examination, held in the Veterinary College in July 
1918. It was directed that two medals be struck and 
one awarded to this student. 

Printing account was passed for payment. 

It was directed that the question of defraying part of 
the expences of Mr. Howard incurred in attending the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons be 
brought up at the general meeting. In the meantime 
the various V.M.A. to be again written to for a definite 
reply to the letters sent them in the earlier part of the 
year. 

The general meeting to be held in the Gresham Hotel 
at 7 p. m. on the 29th of November, Paper on 44 Notes 
on Clinical cases ” by Mr. Magee to be printed and cir¬ 
culated with the notices convening the meeting. 
Reporter to be employed. 

Mr. Norris proposed, Mr. Wilkinson seconded and it 
was passed that if notes of the speakers at the general 
meeting, sent them for revision be not returned within 
14 dayB, the original notes be sent on to the printers 
for publication. 

Prof. Craig announced that the Solicitors to the late 
Mr. Jas. McKenny had written him that the Grant of 
Administration had been mislaid. Till this is produced 
nothing could be done with regard to the transfer of 
Trusteeship. 

The Chairman : Gentlemen—you have learned from 
the Report of the Council that Mr. Watson and myself 
were deputed to interview some representatives of the 
Government to ascertain whether their would be any 
objection to our approaching Irish M.P. with a view to j 
obtaining their influence in furthering the petition to | 


the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury for a Civil List 
pension for Mrs. Mettam. Prior to going holiday in 
August I tried twice to get Mr. Watson to accompany 
me but he was so busy he was not able to come. During 
my absence Prof. Craig, having learned that there would 
be no objection to such a course of action, made arrange¬ 
ments to have some M.P. including Sir E. Carson, Mr. 
Devlin, and others interviewed on the matter. Under 
these circumstances I trust I will be excused for not 
having the wishes of the Council officially carried out. 

Prof. Craig gave some information regarding the 
steps he had taken to interest some prominent Members 
of Parliament and others in the petition. 

The Chairman : We have now to deal with Mr. 
Howard’s expenses, incurred in travelling to London to 
attend the Council meetings of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. You Know that Mr. Howard has 
represented the Veterinary Profession in Ireland on the 
Council for some years. 

He went forward as a candidate at the request of the 
members of this Association—not on his own initiative. 
He demurred about accepting the honour because he 
thought the expense would be rather too much for him, 
but we said we would subscribe towards his expenses, 
and would not allow him to be too much out of pocket 
in the matter. Several years have passed now, and we 
have done nothing towards fulfilling this promise. Mr. 
Howard has attended most of the meetings during the 
war-time when the cost of travelling has been enormously 
increased. On more than one occasion he has expressed 
his willingness to retire in favour of some other member. 
When his first term of office expired he was not anxious 
to go forward again, but our association pressed him to 
do so, and nominated him for re-election, and he was 
successful at the poll. I doubt if there is another man 
in Ireland who would undertake the responsibility of 
this position, which undoubtedly entails great loss of 
time and great monetary expenditure, but Mr. Howard 
is very enthusiastic in veterinary matters, as we have 
had recent proof of in connection with the grievances of 
the Veterinary Inspectors. You know he was the first 
to take up their case and fight it without any prospect 
of self interest—but on the contrary, with a possible 
risk of injuring his own interests. It must be under¬ 
stood that we are not conferring any favour on Mr. 
Howard by contributing towards defraying his expenses; 
we are only discharging, in a rather belated fashion a 
debt of honour, and showing some appreciation of his 
able services on the Council. We should congratulate 
ourselves on having a man like Mr. Howard who is so 
popular across the Channel that he can command succ¬ 
ess at the poll. 

We ought not to lose any more time in dealing with 
the matter. 

Mr. Norris : I think this question of Mr. Howard's 
expenses is primarly a matter for this Association, but 
the other Associations in Ireland have also an interest 
ih it, and we have been endeavouring for some time past 
to get them to take a practical interest in it. We have 
heard the letters read from two of the Associations but 
there is nothing definate in them. I think the only 
thing we can do to-night is to postpone the matter until 
we hear definately from these Associations what they 
are going to do. In suggesting that, I dont mean that 
the matter should be allowed to drift very much longer. 

Capt. Winter : Mr. President—as secretary of one of 
these associations I owe you an apology. The first I 
heard of this matter was last Monday, as your letters 
did not reach me when I was away. I immediately got 
into communication with Mr. Healy and Mr. Mahony. 
Mr. Mahony unfortunately could not be here to-night, 
but he is quite willing to stand by anything we do. 
Our association has not much money, but I think we can 
get some together. We should not postpone this thing 
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altogether. We should have a discussion as to what 
Mr. Howard’s probable expenses were and what this 
Association can do ; then we will see what we can do. 

The Chairman : Capt. Winter need not apologise for 
we do not communicate officially with the Central 
Association on the subject, knowing that they were will¬ 
ing to subscribe. 

Mr. Dunlop : This matter has come up so often that 
I think we should decide something now. The question 
is, is this Association prepared to vote a certain sum or 
are we as individuals to subscribe*? 

Prof. Craig : I agree with Capt. Winter that this 
matter should be threshed out now. During the present 
year it was decided that a contribution should be made 
to the expenses incurred by Mr. Howard, and it was 
decided that from the funds of the Association a sum of 
£10 should be contributed, and that the rest of the 
money should be obtained partly from the other Assoc¬ 
iations and partly from the members. Up to the 
present the members of the other Associations have not 
come forward, therefore I think we will have to depend 
on members of this Association to contribute towards 
the fund. So far as the funds of this Association are 
concerned by the end of this year we will have exceeded 
our income by about £30. if we include the £10 contrib¬ 
ution to the expenses of Mr. Howard. I would propose 
that a subscription of 10/- be asked from the various 
members. 

Mr. Healy : I think if any member of our profession 
deserves credit it is Mr. Howard. He has done his duty 
like a man, and I think it behoves every member of the 
Association to assist in covering his expenses. We have 
in our small Association the sum of £8 which we will 
give over to the fund, but I think outside that every 
member of the profession in Ireland should give a subs¬ 
cription. I hope the voice of this meeting will go forth 
to the profession in the country, aud that they will 
assist in every way they possibly can. 

On the motion of Mr. Knight, seconded by Capt. 
Winter the following resolution was passed :— 44 That 
the members of this Association, also the members of 
the profession in Ireland, be asked to subscribe a sum of 
10/6 towards the expenses incurred by Mr. Howard, of 
Ennis, as the Irish representative on the council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary {Surgeons; since Mr. 
Howard only consented to act on tne council when a 
promise was given that a contribution would be made 
towards his expenses.” 

Mr. Magee : At the last Council meeting we calcula¬ 
ted that Mr. Howard’s out of pocket expenses alone 
during the year would come to about £60 for travelling 
to London, but that does not represent what his full 
expenses amounted to. 

Mr. Healy : Put us down for £10 from the Central 
Association. 

A number of subscriptions were then handed in. 

CLINICAL CASES. 

By L. M. Magee. 

(The paper had been printed and circulated to members.) 

For the shortcomings of this paper I shall try to 
console myself with the thought that our President, Pro¬ 
fessor O’Connor, is, to a certain extent, responsible. He 
gave me only a few days’ notice to get it ready, and as I 
am slow with the pen I must shift some of the blame on 
to his shoulders. 

The subject which I have chosen is always a popular 
one at veterinary medical meetings, and probably 
appeals to members more than any other. Accounts of 
unusual and interesting cases are expected, and a 
discussion on several subjects generally follows, from 
which information and knowledge are often gained. 


Amputation of Uterus—Sow. 

While away from home a telephone message came to 
attend a sow about twelve miles away. As it was late 
when I returned—and the message did not say that the 
case was urgent—I put off the visit till next morning. 
The owner, who was a poor woman, informed me that 
the sow had given birth to six live young the morning 
before, and shortly afterwards had put out the whole of 
her pig-bed. Attempts to return it bad failed. The 
patient lay prostrate and objected to getting up, but she 
was not blowing. Her ears and legs were rather cold, 
and she refused her food. It required but a short ex¬ 
amination to decide that the return of the uterus was 
out of the question, as it was dry. stiff and filthy, and 
that the only chance of saving tne sow’s life was to 
amputate the organ. 

On hearing this the owner seemed very pleased, and 
informed me that the night before, when some of her 
neighbours were m trying to “give her a hand,” she told 
them that when the vet. came he would probably cut it 
off; but they only laughed at her. She, therefore, told 
me to 44 fire away.’ Having sterilised a scapel and a few 
strips of calico by boiling, I tied the sow’s four legs 
together with a rope. The uterus was now pulled out 
as far as possible, and a strong calico ligature tied very 
tightly around the neck, close to the vulva. To make 
sure, another waB applied in front of this, and the organ 
was amputated about an inch behind the ligatures. 
The raw stump was then seared with a red-hot poker 
before allowing it to slip back into the vagina, and the 
sow was released. She stood the operation well. A few 
weeks afterwards I received a letter from the poor 
woman, in which she said : “ Half an hour after you left 
she took to her food, and being carefully fed, both her¬ 
self and bons are in excellent health.” 

Some of the members miw remember that about ten 
years ago, in a paper which 1 read before the Association, 
among other cases I recorded a successful one of the 
same kind which I had with a cow. I have also had 
failures with the operation, but I hope to refer to these 
in the course of the discussion, and to some pitfalls to 
be avoided. 

Where the return of the uterus is not possible, and 
where there is a reasonable chance of success, unless the 
animal is fat, I think we should never hesitate to 
perform amputation. 

Intussusception 

Three years ago I attended a valuable greyhound 
puppy, nine months old, apparently suffering from acute 
constipation. He showed no signs of pain, and there 
was no straining. A dose of castor oil was administered, 
and frequent enemas of warm soap solution. He was no 
better next day, and had developed very pronounced 
jaundice. He was now put on to medicinal parraffin, 
and the enemas were continued. No improvement 
occurred, and he died two days later. A post morteti i 
showed that the cause of death was intussusception of 
the small intestine, and I produce the specimen for 
inspection. 

Last year one of the Ward Union Stag Hunt pups 
was sent to me suffering from jaundice. He looked 
miserable; did not seem to be in pain ; did not strain, 
and there was constipation. I associated the jaundice 
with distemper. Forgetting my previous experience, 
and not suspecting intussusception, I did not examine 
the abdomen, and treated the pup on the same lines as 
the former case. He only lingered for a few days, a post¬ 
mortem revealed another splendid specimen of invagin¬ 
ation of the small bowel, which I also present. 

Of six authors whom 1 have consulted, Hobday is the 
only one who mentions jaundice as a possible symptom 
of the condition. 
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When my friend, Mr. Heney, who has a large dog 
practice, was once down with me in consultation, I 
showed him these two specimens, and told him the 
histories of the cases. He was very interested, and said 
he had had several fatal cases of jaundice in youn$ dogs, 
but, like myself, never suspected intussusception. 
Possibly it may be a commoner cause of jaundice than 
we think, especially in young dogs. 

“Doped. ” 

I had often heard stories of broken-winded horses 
being “set” by gipsies and low-class horse dealers so that 
they defied detection at sale, and sometimes remained 
apparently sound for some days after purchase. But I 
really didn’t believe that the practice commonly known 
amongst the fraternity as “setting a piper” was possible 
so that a veterinary surgeon could be deceived. Iu the 
summer of 1915 I bad a painful awakening to the fact 
that I was wrong. 

My brother-in-law was buying for the Army, and 
whenever I saw a horse likely to suit him I let him 
know. A few miles from Dunboyne there is a famous 
common known as the Moor of Meath, which is 
frequented by so-called gipsies and tinkers, who deal in 
screw-horses, donkeys, poultry, etc. I don’t think, 
however, that I have ever seen a genuine gipsy among 
them. While driving across the moor one afternoon 1 
noticed a caravan halted close to the road and three or 
four horses grazing about a quarter of a mile away. 
Thinking that possibly there might be a good one 
unongst them I got out and walked across, but found 
that they were all screws. As I came back to the road 
I saw the owner of the caravan coming towards me 
from the other side of the moor. He was a low-sized, 
butty man, with a face that was not prepossessing. 
With a pronounced cockney accent he asked me if I 
wanted a horse. Having told him what I was looking 
for. he pointed to a mare that was grazing away at the 
end of the moor which, he was sure, would suit, and if I 
was returning that way he would have her ready for me. 
Saying that I would be back in about an hour, I went 
on to my case. 

On my return he had the mare on the road. She was 
a nice, six year old bay mare, and having walked and 
jogged her I thought she looked like making a “gunner.” 
I told him I would telephone to my brother-in-law when 
I got home, and if possible be would see her that after¬ 
noon. A few hours afterwards we motored out and 
bought the mare for £30, subject to my passing her 
sound next morning ; the light was failing at the time. 
The following morning the mare was at my yard at the 
appointed hour, and I examined her carefully. Needless 
to say, I paid particular attention to her wind, but could 
notice nothing abnormal, except that after her gallop, 
which was a very severe one, she continued to breathe 
somewhat faster than usual for about an hour. To make 
sure that I was not being “ had ” I auscultated her lungs, 
coughed her, gave her hay and water, both of which she 
took, but still I could detect no unsoundness. I did not, 
however, examine her pupils. 

My brother-in-law came out in the afternoon, and I 
told him that in my opinion she was sound. He had 
said to me the night before that she looked too good a 
mare for such a man to have. Having pulled her out 
again, and carefully looked over her, he told me that he 
believed she was “set.” I stuck to my opinion, and said 
I had applied every test I knew, and could detect 
nothing wrong. Although he still “ haed his doots ” he 
took my advice, and paid for her. She was left with 
me for the night, and was to be sent on to Dublin next I 
day. When I went out to her next morning she was 
the worst case of broken wind I have ever seen—her 
nostrils dilating and her sides going “bellows to mend.” 
I forget exactly what my feelings were at the moment, 


but I remember that my sorrow was lessened by the 
thought that my client was a relation. 

Having communicated the sad news by telephone, my 
brother-in-law told me to do the best I could, and, if 
possible, to return the mare to the gipsy at a loss. I 
immediately advanced towards the moor, expecting to 
find that the enemy had broken up camp and retreated; 
but to my surprise I met him on the road driving in as 
gay as a lark. He was surprised to hear about the mare. 
Of course, he never doped her ; he wouldn’t know how ; 
all she got that morning was a flour drink; she was 
always a good, sound mare. To make a long story short, 
he took her back and returned £20. 

As regards the composition of the dope used for 
“setting pipers,” I have heard, amongst other things, of 
doses 01 snot and fat. Hutyra and Marek say that 
temporary relief is often brought about by horse dealers 
by the internal administration of leaves, roots or seeds 
of plants containing atropine (Atropa belladonna, 
Datura stramonium , Hyoscyamus niger), and that ex¬ 
periments made in the Budapest clinic have shown that 
these plants do not merely reduce the frequency of 
respiration, but also abolish the double period and the 
forced character of the respirations, so that it may 
appear perfectly normal even in advanced cases. The 
effect is produced in fifteen minutes, and lasts a whole 
day. 

It is only fair to mention that although my gipsy 
friend spoke with a cockney accent, I learned later that 
he answered to the distinctly Hibernian name of 
O’Gongan ; so I dont know whether I have another 
grievance against the Saxon, or whether I was let down 
by one of my owo. 

Rectal Concretions 

Newly-born foals sometimes suffer from acute con¬ 
stipation due to the presence in the rectum of very hard, 
thick bars of dark-coloured meconium—mostly con¬ 
centrated bile—which are actually too large to pass 
through the ring of the pelvis. By passing the finger 
into the rectum tfie end of thq mass can be felt at the 
inlet of the pelvis. It can pushed back, and when 
the foal forces, it returns to the same position ; but it 
cannot come through. 

In my experience repeated injections of warm soap 
solution and oil or tne use of a spoon always fail 
to evacuate the bowel. I have found that by employing 
Hobday’s bitch forceps, one of which is on the table, 
one can usually give relief in a very short time. 

I first give a good injection of ao emulsion of warm 
soap solution and oil, and finally one of oil alone. It 
will also help matters if, while the enemas are being 
given, the foal’s hind feet are held in the air so as to 
raise the hind-ouarters. This allows the oil to gravitate 
down the bowel and lubricate the contents. The closed 
forceps is then passed up the rectum till it meets the 
obstruction, when it is slowly opened as wide as possible 
and gently pushed forward till the handles touch the 
anus, and it is closed sufficiently to firmly grasp the 
mass. It is now slowly withdrawn, which sometimes 
requires some force, and the dung removed from the 
jaws. The process is repeated till the obstruction is 
completely removed, and another injection is generally 
followed by the passage of normal soft, yellow fajces. 

What one naturally dreads is grasping the bowel 
between the jaws of the forceps and the obstruction, 
but, as well as I could judge, this has never happened ; 
the shape of the forceps seems to prevent it. 

Since adopting this treatment I have had eight of 
these cases, all of which recovered, and in which I 
consider the use of the forceps was the principal (factor. 
If treated on any other lines I believe these foals would 
have succumbed, at least in my hands. 
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Undiagnosed : Uncertified. 

Every veterinary surgeon, unless he wilfully blinds 
himself, sooner or later meets cases which he is unable 
to diagnose. Personally, I must confess that during the 
past sixteen years I have met many such. Of these the 
two which I am about to report are probably the most 
mysterious, and I am very anxious that members will 
give me their opinions, and possibly solve what I believe 
to be a very difficult problem. The account will, I fear, 
be a rather long one, ds I wish to mention everything 
which can possibly assist in making a diagnosis, and 
there may, consequently, appear to be much unnecessary 
detail. 

The time was the month of October, 1916. The 
subjects were “ West Indian,” a three year old thorough¬ 
bred bay gelding, and “ Rodney StoDe,” a five year old 
thoroughbred chestnut gelding. 

History : West Indian had been in training till the 
previous June, when he was noticed not to be well and 
was sent home for a rest. The weather being very warm, 
he was turned out to grass at night, ana brought in 
during the day, when he received a feed of bruised oats 
and chopped hay. 

Rodney Stone became his companion in August, and 
received the same treatment. They were the only two 
horses in the paddock, along with some cattle. 

On October 21st both horses were brought in as Usual 
at seven o’clock in the morning, each looking in perfect 
health. About eleven o’clock the stud groom heard 
West Indian “kicking up a shindy” in his box, and on 
opening the door found the colt stretched prostrate on 
his side, sweating all over and pawing occasionally. 
Thinking it was a case of colic, he administered a draught, 
and as there was no improvement after an hour he gave 
another. This not having the desired effect, he wired for 
me. I was away on another case at the time, but the 
message was Bent on to me by telephone, and without 
returning homo I went straight to the place. 

I found the colt standing, looking very distressed, 
sweating profusely, and disinclined to move. All extre-< 
mities were cold, the membranes injected, the arteiy 
corded, and the pulse barely perceptible. No peristaltic I 
sounds could be heard at the flank ; he was not blowing, 
but he sighed at each respiration, and pawed now and 
then. At times he threw himself down and lay prostr¬ 
ate for ten minutes or so, but he never rolled. The tern 
perature was sub normal, 98.3 degrees. He had passed 
dung normal in quantity and appearance, but had not 
staled from the time he came in. On examination per 
rectum, the bladder was found to be considerably diste¬ 
nded, and as I had not a catheter with me I tried to 
empty it by pressure, but failed. Although extending 
my hand as far as possible into the abdominal cavity, I 
could not feel the pelvic flexure of the large bowel or any 
of the other intestines ‘ it seemed as if they were drawn 
out of their usual positions. I expressed the opinion 
that it was probably a case of twist of the large intest> 
ine, and I considered it hopeless. However, I tried to 
administer a pint of linseed oil and two ounces of turp¬ 
entine ; but he resisted so much that we had to abandon 
the attempt. He got about half of the draught. I 
ordered him to be well sheeted and bandaged. 

I went home for the catheter, etc. On my return, in 
about three hours’ time, I found, to my surprise, that 
the pulse was much improved. Sweating had ceased, 
the bowels rumbling, and the temperature almost norm¬ 
al. 1 began to hope that my diagnosis and prognosis 
were wrong. The bladder was now enormously distend¬ 
ed, and the passage of the catheter brought away a great 
quantity of urine, dark in colour, just like porter. 1 
now believed I was dealing with an unusual case of 
acute azoturia. This was about the last thing 1 expected, 
as the usual history associated with this disease was 
altogether absent, and the life the colt had led seemed 
most unlikely to bring on such an attack. I 


As the patient was lying I administered a pint and a 
half of linseed oil and three ounces of turpentine, and 
gave a hypodermic injection of one grain of arecoline 
and half a grain of pilocarpine. 

Strange to say, the latter had not the slightest effect, 
either as regards salivation or increased peristalsis. A 
week before I gave the same dose to a heavy draught 
horse suffering from stoppage, and he ran pints of saliva, 
and had three motions within one hour. The colt was 
also given an injection of several gallons of warm soap 
solution, and before leaving I ordered it to be repeated 
every two hours. 

I again visited late that night, but the improvement 
was not maintained, and I gave no hope of recovery. 
On returning next morning I received the unpleasant 
news that one was gone and the other was now bad 
This was Rodney Stone, West Indian’s companion. He 
was found stretched in the paddock that morning, and 
affected in just the same way as his pal. He was 
brought in a nd was well clothed and bandaged. On ex¬ 
amination I found the symptoms almost identical to 
those of the colt. The temperature was 98.4 degrees, 
and the passage of the catheter brought away porter- 
coloured urine, weich left no doubt as to the nature of 
the two cases being similar. The pulse being too weak 
to administer arecoline or eserine, I cave a five-dram 
physic ball, and had rugs wrung out of hot water frequ¬ 
ently laid across his loins. In view of the death of the 
colt, I said the betting was a hundred to one against 
him. 

I then proceeded to make a post-mortem on West 
Indian, but beyond porter-like urine in the bladder, and 
a moist, tar-like appearance of the spleen on section, 
there was nothing abnormal, as far as I could see. 

Rodney Stone’s attack took a similar course to that 
of his companion, and he died early the following 
morning. The jmt-mortem was a repetition of the other, 
except that the spleen was norpaal. 

The owner, who was in England, wired that every 
investigation should be made. My report on the two 
cases, and the viscera, including the stomachs and con¬ 
tents, were sent to the late Professor Mcttam ; but he 
considered it was a case for an analyst, and had them 
sent to Professor Ebrill, of the National University. 
Finally, Professor Ebrill reported that there was no 
evidence of malicious poisoning, and that in his opinion 
it was a case of either bacterial infection or fungus poi¬ 
soning. Various extracts of the visceral contents were 
given to animals, but in no case could new information 
be obtained, though the animals were kept under close 
observation. 

Subsequently, Professor Ebrill, in company with Mr. 
Doyle, Assistant Professor of Botany at the University, 
visited the stud farm, and inspected the paddock in 
which the two horses grazed. There was a portion of 
the paddock which was a recent addition, and the stud 
groom mentioned that this had been infested with fungus- 
growth, and even as late as their visit (which was in 
November) a few specimens were found by them. 

These were analysed, but results were negative, and 
extracts of these given to animals produced no toxic 
symptoms, and in no case caused death. But in view of 
the fact that there was no chemical poisoning, and the 
symptoms corresponded closely to those of muscarial 
poisoning, they inclined to the latter view. 

I may mention that the owner is an excellent emplo¬ 
yer, and very popular in the district. Probably there is 
no better managed stud farm in Ireland, and the stud 
groom is one of the best men of his class I have met. 

In conclusion, I do not believe that horses fed on good 
grass, hay, and oats would eat mushrooms, poisonuuBor 
otherwise. Personally, I do not believe in the muscarial 
poisoning hypothesis, though I must confess I have no 
alternative theory to affer. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Mar. //. 


1 1 
1 1 


1 

1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
l 1 


0 
0 
0 
1 n 


T. F. Arnold, Capt. k.a.v.c. (1918-19) ,£? 

J. W. Baxter, London, S.W. 1 
H G. Bowes, Lt.-Col., ravc. 

A. Broad, London, W. 

W. L. Cockburn, Liverpool 
A. D. Lalor, Sleaford, Lines. 

W. E. Litt, Shrewsbury 
R. Moore, Treorchy 

Previously acknowledged 657 19 0 


£607 8 0 


FEES ! 

Sir,—With reference to the arrangements now being 
made to raise our fees, is it not all rather futile unless 
it is cont rolled by the National society under the Council 
R.C.V.S. At present chaos exists—The Derbyshire 
Society enterprisingly draw up a minimum scale of fees; 
and subsequently tne Royal Counties Society draw up 
another differing in various points, and also add 25% to 
these fees! 

One finds that in a small radius V.S. are all charging 
differently—the one following the suggested scale un¬ 
fortunately being exceptional, although it is obvious 
that lower fees are quite inadequate, if not unpro 
fessional! 

Until the question is taken up and controlled, I fail to 
see what can be done, as local authorities still continue 
to fix their own allowances, and if one protests—as I 
have done, against making important inspections and 
microscopic exams : and reports on contagious diseases 
for a fee of 5/-: it is in vain. 

Personally, 1 fail to see why a complete fixed scale 
cannot be drawn up, as is done in the case of Solicitors, 
advertised in the Agricultural and other papers, and 
local authorities so notified, and except in exceptional 
circumstances, if these fees are not charged one should 
be liable to be reported to Council R.C.V S. and dealt 
with accordingly. 

Take the operation of castration ; how can one 
possibly travel, say, five miles (often more) on two 
successive days, perform a responsible operation in the 
standing position for a fee of less than one guinea? Yet 
10/6 is quite usually charged; and if one attempted to 
charge more than 15/- he would not be required very 
frequently, as Members are, I fear, not likely t» charge 
more than 15/- at the most in the majority of districts ! 

Personally I am charging more than most of my 
neighbours, considerably; and yet I am somewhat under 
the Royal Counties scale in some cases : but I am quite 
prepared to risk losing clients rather than accept un* 
remunerative and humiliating fees. In the case of local 
authorities one’s hands are tied, as one cannot refuse an 
Inspectorship in one’s own district. 

I think Major Taylor got at the crux of the problem 
when he raised the point of the whole matter being 
controlled by the Council. I regret I cannot give my 
name, in case of being considered personal, but I am 
forced to mention facts actually existing. Before the 
war one could carry on, but in the present revolutionised 
times, with prices 50/ to 100/ raised, it is high time that 
the Profession as a whole moved, otherwise those 
holding out for fair and proper fees are in a somewhat 
unenviable position. It is also important for the future 
of the Profession—inability to give proper education to 
one’s family will not help the already doubtful status 
held by the Veterinary Surgeon !—Yours etc., 

“ Worried” 


QUACK MEDICINES AT SHOWS. 

Sir,—Several questious occur to me on reading the 
report of that meeting at Derby in your current issue. 

Did the meeting ever seriously consider the possibility 
that the Agricultural Societies, when forced to lose either 
the rents they receive from medicine vendors for their 
stall, or the no longer honorary services of veterinary 
surgeons, may decide to lose the latter ! If they do so 
decide, what will the veterinary surgeons do then! Will 
they resign as they threaten, and risk permanent non- 
recognition at agricultural shows ; or will they shift their 
ground, and practically own themselves to have been 
merely bluffing ? And, whichever of these two courses 
they take, what will be the result for the profession? It 
seems to me that these Derbyshire practitioners are 
proposing a step, the consequences of which may be very 
different from those which they expect.—Yours truly, 

“Sceptic” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Mar. 8. 

The Secretary of the War Office announces, by 
direction of the Secretary of State for War, that the 
Cavalry Regiments and Infantry Battalions comprised 
in the Army of the Rhine are as follows :— 

* * * * 

Mobile' Vety. Sect., 13; Veterinary Hospitals, 3 ; 
R.A.V.C. Bact. Laboratory, 1 ; Vet. Evac. Station 5 ; 
Base Dep6t of Vety. Stores. 


Extracts from London Oatette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Mar. 5. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. H. G. Bowes, f.r.o.v.s., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (Feb. 8). 

Capt. C. Drabble, (t.f.) relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to comd. a Vety. Hosp. (Feb .24). 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. G. E. Tillyard to be actg. Maj. 
whilst comdg. a Vety. Hosp. (Feb. 24). 

Temp. Capt. E. S. Dixon relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service 
(March 6), and retains the rank of Capt. 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capts.W. Walsh (Feb. 1); 
D. G. Wishart (Feb. 8); G. F. Banham (Feb 10); 
W. L. Marshall (Feb 18). 

Mar. 6. 

Temp. Capt. S. J. Motton, f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes his 
commn. on account of ill-health (March 7), and retains 
the rank of Capt. 

Temp. Lt. W. W. Kerr to be temp. Capt. (Nov. 24, 1918). 

Mar. 7. 

Col. and Hon. Maj-Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, n.s.o., to be 
Maj.-Gen. (April 24, 1918), with seniority from Dec. 
1 , 1917 (substituted for notification in Uazetlt July 5, 
1918). 

Col. and Hon. Maj-Gen. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) J. Moore, 
o.b. ? f.r.c.v.s., to be Maj.-Gen. (April 24, 1918), with 
seniority from Jan. 1, 1918. 

Mar. 10. 

Temp Capt. T. H. Tranter relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (March 11), and retains the rank 
of Capt. 

Temp. Lt. M. G. Connolly to be temp. Capt. (Feb. 19). 
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Mar. 8. 

Oversea Forces.—Canada. 

No. 100823 Sgt. T. H. HungerfoH to be temp. Capt. 
(Aug. 6,1918) (substituted for Gazette notification Aug. 
20, 1918, incorrectly specifying the promotion of this 
Officer as temp. Lt.) 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Mar. 5. 

Capt. G. Dunlop-Martin relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health contracted on active service (Mar. 6), 
and retains rank of Capt. 

Mar. 11. 

• 

Capt. P. 8. Thierry relinquishes his commn.on acct. of 
ill-health contracted on active service (March 12), and 
retains the rank of Capt. 


Personal. 

Facer : Holding. —On the 22nd Feb. (by licence), 
at Christ Church, Luton, by ltevd. W. Morgan, Capt. J. 
Facer, r.a.v.c.. Luton, to Blanche (Peggie), daughter of 
Revd. W. Holding, formerly for many years Vicar of 
Moulton, North ants. 

OBITUARY. 

Ernest Reger, M.R.C.V.S. Bolton, Lancs. 

Graduated Edin: May, 1897. 

Kenneth Phin Rankin, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H.f Board 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Graduated New Edin : May, 1904. 
Mr. Rankin died at Plymouth on 7th March, from 
pneumonia. Aged 39. 

Girling. —On the 1st March, at 48 Casualty Clearing 
Station, of broncho-pneumonia, after service throughout 
the war. Captain Theodore Augustus Girling, Canadian 
Army Veterinary Corps, of Saskatoon, sixth son rf the 
late Revd. W. H. Girling and Mrs. Girling, of Lindley, 
Huddersfield, aged 42. Mentioned in dispatches. 

Foreman. —On the 5th inst., Cecilia, wife of R. J. 
Foreman, M.R.C.V.S., High Cross, Tottenham. 


Another injustice to the Profession. 

Description of the Crown Prince, taken from the new 
Almanach de Gotha {Timet, March 12). 

Prince William Victor August Ernest of Prussia, 
ci-devant Imperial Prince of the German Empire, Prince 
Royal of Prussia, Imperial Royal Highness, born at the 
Marble Palace, near Potsdam, on May 6th, 1882. Re¬ 
nounced his rights and succession to the Throne 
November 8th (December 1), 1918. Doctor in Law, 
University of Berlin ; Doctor in Engineering, Poly 
technic Schools, Berlin and Chariot ten burg ; Doctor in 
Veterinary Medicine , //igher Veterinary School , Berlin ; 
formerly General of Infantry, etc. 


Louping Ill. 

Several investigations have recently been carried out 
on this disease in sheep, but little progress. “In the 
last number of the Journal of Comparative Pathology 
and Therapeutics Sir Stewart Stockman, of the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, discusses the role played 
by ticks in the production of louping ill. Particulars 
are given of 101 experiments conducted by the Board 
with a view of throwing light upon the cause, nature, 
and course of the disease. Sir S. Stockman is not incl¬ 
ined to think that the complaint in sheep has any close 
relationship to poliomyelitis in human beings. The 
disease is definitely tick-borne, and the infecting agent 
is not a toxin. It is transmitted by larval ticks {Ixodus 
I'icinvs ) from females which have been feeding on the 
blood of infected sheep. It was also produced by adult 
ticks which had been fed as nymphs on infected animals 
and by inoculation of gland juice and blood from such 
animals. Arrangements are being made to test the 
practical value of protective inoculation in the case of 
adult sheep brought on to farms for the purpose of re¬ 
stocking, as well as in lambs bom on the farms. The 
eradication of the tick suggests itself as one way of 
preventing the disease, and an intensive study of the 
life-history of the parasite is obviously a preliminary to 
the framing of an appropriate campaign.”— The Lancet 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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J The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
a) Confirmed. (6) Reported by Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 11, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Veterinary Employment. 

As the situation becomes clearer, we are begin¬ 
ning to be able to form some forecast of the develop¬ 
ments of the near future, We can now see enough 
of some coming changes to consider their probable 
effect upon the profession. 

The military proposals render it certain that our 
army will remain much larger than it was a few 
years back. This will have two effects upon us. 
More veterinary surgeons will be required for the 
army than in the old times; thus a field of veteri¬ 
nary work which for many years has been one of 
the most attractive to our young graduates, will be 
permanently expanded; and its conditions are more 
likely to improve than to deteriorate in the near 
future. This will mean a consequent reduction in 
the number of veterinary surgeons immediately 
available for civil life, with less danger of unemploy¬ 
ment in that sphere. 

The new responsibilities we are to undertake in 
non-European countries will operate in similar 
directions, though perhaps not to so great an extent. 
More veterinary surgeons will be wanted for over¬ 
seas, with a corresponding decrease in the numbers 
left for home work. 

In this country, two conflicting factors will be 
in action. Those branches of our work whioh arise 
from the luxuries of clients have been greatly 
diminished, and will not speedily regain their former 
importance. On the other hand, the economically 
important side of veterinary work will maintain the 
position into which it has now been brought, so far 
as private practice is concerned, while the veterin¬ 
ary public services will continue the steady progress 
they have made during the last generation. Again 
the reduced strength of the profession must be 
taken into account. 

Broadly, there seems to be less danger of serious 
unemployment amongst us than in many other 
quarters. There must be some difficulties before 
tne country settles down; but for the next few 
years it will probably be found that the supply of 
young graduates is falling below rather than ex¬ 
ceeding the demand. This prospect was one of 
the reasons (and there were others) which justified 
the recent lenience of tbe Counoil with regard to 
some examination certificates. There is not likely 
to be any lack of veterinary work for a long time to 
come. There may be difficulty in obtaining an 
adequate regard for it; but so there is likely to he 
fn most other fields of work. 


BACTERIAL INFECTION OF WOUNDS 
IN FRANCE. 

In looking over a few old Records I have read 
with some interest two articles entitled “ Bacterial 
infection of wounds in France." These artioles are 
in the October and November issues and oonoern 
what is, in nearly all cases, a bite injury to 
commence with—practically every V. who has 
been in the army must be well acquainted with the 
condition. 

I must say I was considerably surprised at the 
views expressed—my own, and the experience I 
have had of these lesions, being much at variance 
with what is described. A third contribution on 
the subject may therefore do no harm. 

I have nothing to add as to origin. The fre¬ 
quency of these injuries here in Franoe can only be 
attributed to the enforced idleness of animals stand¬ 
ing on lines and unprotected from each other. 
Nearly all are caused by bites, and the location of 
the injury is almost always on the side of the neok 
in front of the shoulders. 

As a result of this bite swelling develops. This 
swelling may be large or small, but usually it U 
full of fluid, fluctuating, and only skin deep. Some¬ 
times there is considerable extravasation into the 
overlying skin, but commonly this is absent. More 
often than not there is no skin mark, or only some 
trifling abrasion, and incision in a fresh case (that 
is, of 24 hours or less) gives vent to a quantity of 
yellowish or reddish-yellow serous fluid containing 
deposited fibrinous matter. This, then, is the 
injury whioh constitutes the initial and starting 
point of the so-oalled “ fibrous or bacterial" neok 
tumour. 

Personally I have not witnessed the process of 
growth of one of these tumours, but have seen a 
fair number after they have been formed, and to 
my mind their growth can and should be avoided. 
In the first place, I have no hesitation in saying 
that primarily these “serous swellings" are not 
bacterial—and never should be, and that I cannot 
but regard the secondary unsightly fibroid callus as 
the result of either too timid treatment, or of treat¬ 
ment vastly over-zealous. 

The tiny opening for syringing and drainage 
purposes which becomes choked and olosed up 
between the times of dressing is about equal in its 
results to the curetting and paoking method. Both 
effectually prevent adhesions and healing when the 
parts first vasoularise or are about to do so, and 
both lead to an active and dense proliferation of the 
fascia lining the interior. With the best of inten¬ 
tions they effectively strangle Dame Nature in what 
I should term one of her beet moods, and the 
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fibrous tumour with its unhealed centre is neither 
more nor less than a natural outcome of retardation 
of her healing effort. 

I will give my reasons for so saying, and my 
theories, which are quite simple. To begin with, 
when a horse bites another one “ on the side of the 
neck ” he generally grabs and “ hangs on ’’—you 
hear his teeth snap as the victim springs clear and 
frees the pinched-up skin —skin only , be it remem* 
bered—at this region. What has happened? 
Injury and tearing of the delicate areolar tissue 
connecting the skin to the flesh, bruising and some¬ 
times laceration of minute blood vessels, especially 
veins. The lymphatics too should not be forgotten. 
Later there is natural inflammation of the injured 
part, natural effusion into the torn areolar spaces, 
and cons^uent separation of skin from the under¬ 
lying muscle. The size of swelling will vary with 
the extent of the injury, the most important factors 
being, I think, the amount of torn or separated 
areolar space, and the bruising or thrombosing of 
return vessels. A subcutaneous fluid swelling is 
tbe result. This is of small size, usually dis¬ 
appears in a few days if left alone, but larger ones 
on the contary tend to increase slowly but none the 
less surely, and may, as one of the writers observes, 
reach surprising proportions if not operated upon. 

One has often asked oneself the question “ Why 
does this fluid not absorb?” I am inclined to 
think that damaged venous or lymphatic return 
vessels offer the chief explanation of the phenomen¬ 
on, in addition, the skin attachment of tbe area 
here involved is loose in character, and separation 
being once started further separation will proceed 
most readily. Movement is free and frequent, and 
some pumping action doubtless occurs, especially 
with the neck movements towards the uninjured 
side. No doubt, too, lymphic deposit on the inner 
surfaces of the cavity plays quite a part in hinder¬ 
ing absorption and aiding the process of tumour 
enlargement. Be that as it may, what we get is a 
large and increasing swelling. Our aim and pur¬ 
pose is to get rid of this in the speediest possible 
way. 

Treatmbnt. 

Perhaps I have theorised a little unnecessarily in 
the preceding paragraphs, but I thought it essential 
to the proper understanding of my ideas and the 
methods I have followed. We have a fluid sub¬ 
cutaneous swelling bounded on the one side by the 
firm musculature with its covering of fascia, on the 
other side by the inner skin surface, also smooth, 
flense, and clothed with fascia. The skin is intact, 
the contents aseptic. 

If the swelling be small, leave it alone. As before 
said, it will absorb in a few days. But if it be of a 
larger size and not likely to disappear naturally 
within a reasonable time, open it. Nothing is to 
be gained—rather the reverse, by waiting for the 
swelling to become large, with further loss of valu¬ 
able skin attachment. Swab the part with Iodine 
and make a free inoision; as a general rule from the 
oentre of the swelling to its lowest point. Now 
press the skin flat down and remove any extruding 


fibrinous deposit, but on no aooount explore tbe 
wound in search for more. It is still aseptic; 
leave it so. 

The animal should be placed by himself, or along 
with quiet neighbours, and twice daily the skin on 
each side of and above the wound is gently pressed 
flat down and the lips swabbed with Tr. Iodine— 
the first to ensure that no discharge or fluid is by 
chance being retained; the second to delay or 
hinder outside infection. Plugging, syringing, or 
bathing is strictly tabooed, the area being kept aB 
nearly as may be immobile—that is—left alone. 
The only real essentials to success may be summar- 
sed now. They are :— 

1. That the preliminary inoision or incisions be 
so placed, and of such extent, that until the wound 
is dry and has ceased discharging, no fluid or dis¬ 
charge can at any time be retained. 

2. That the interior of the wound be not 
disturbed. 

Further than these, nothing really matters. 

One must remember in dealing with these cases, 
that both sides of the wound cavity are, to com¬ 
mence with, smooth and coated with fascia; blood 
and capillary vessels are lacking, and, compared 
with the usual flesh wound, conditions for natural 
healing are in consequence not so satisfactory. 
This disadvantage, however, is only temporary, the 
surfaces rapidly vascularise, and, providing the 
little attachments present, or forming, are left 
intact (and a few most valuable strands of tissue 
are nearly always there to begin with—if not 
thoughtlessly removed or broken down) healing 
follows on normal lines. Also, in our favour in 
dealing with these subcutaneous wounds, as com¬ 
pared with wounds generally, the wound cavity is, 
until we incise it, aseptic and the incision made is 
exactly where, and of the extent, we would have it. 
Drainage therefore is perfect and constant, and 
with perfect drainage how many wounds ever oause 
trouble ? Practically none. 

For the first two or three days discharge is fairty 
profuse, then it rapidly diminishes, and ceases in 
from about a week to a fortnight, depending on the 
size of tbe cavity. In its place is left a flat slightly 
raised swelling, showing the yet unhealed cut in its 
lower half. This swelling also in its turn 9000 
disappears. 

Outside germ contamination may or may not 
occur, hut when it does happen it is usually not 
until 2 or 3 days after opening up, and is invariably 
mild and confined to the lower parts of the wound. 
Indeed a little pus infection at this period does not 
appear to materially alter the progress or result. 

Following the above method I have had no trou¬ 
ble with these cases, and recovery has been invari¬ 
ably satisfactory. No blemish or thickening 
remains. In a few, crinkling of the skin persisted 
for 3 or 4 weeks, but this happened only in those 
where the undermining had been very extensive. 
Provided that harness does not interfere with the 
affected part, the animal may be used, if wanted, as 
soon as all discharge has ceased, but care should be 
taken not to return him too early to the lines— 
alongside the very horse, perhaps, that bit him in 
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the first instance. For a little while, the injnred 
part would readily yield to a second bite. 

In conclusion, I may say I have advocated this 
treatment to several V. O. I have met here in France; 
and to those who have not tried it, or who have 
trouble with these cases, I can only say that if 
they adopt this treatment they will have no after 
regrets, Indeed, I feel sure they will soon come to 
regard this injury, as I do, as one of only minor 
importance. 

John Robson, m.r.c,v.r. Capt. A.A.V.C. 

27th Feb. 1919. 

ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

Sudden Death in Thoracic Effusions. 

Sudden deaths in the course of thoracic effusions, 
which are sometimes reported in man, may also be 
seen in the domestic animals. Ducasse reported a 
case in a horse in 1908, and Petit two cases in dogs 
in 1913. Lasserre and LeBbouyries, in Revue 
VitArinaire for 1914, reported the two following 
oases in oats, which occurred within five months. 

The first animal, which presented clinioal symp¬ 
toms of pleurisy with effusion, died at the moment 
when the rectal temperature was being taken with 
a view to the tuberculin test. The animal, after 
struggling violently, died suddenly. Post mortem 
examination confirmed the diagnosis, revealing 
tuberculous pleurisy with pulmonary caverns. 

The second cat showed a bilateral dulness of the 
chest to percussion. While auscultation was being 
carried out, the animal suddenly fell into syncope 
and died. This cat was affected with pyo-pneumo- 
thorax of non-tuberculous nature; microscopic 
tests and the inoculation of the guinea-pig both 
gave negative results. 

In these two cases it seems that the syncope, 
which was facilitated by the abundance of the 
pleural effusion, had its origin in the verv acute 
agitation of the first subject at the moment when 
the temperature was taken; and in the manipul¬ 
ations of auscultation and percussion in the second 
subject. 

The practical conclusion to be drawn is that, in 
the case of any animal suspected of being affected 
with a pleural effusion (and the respiratory 
discordance should awaken the suspicion) the 
veterinarian should exercise extreme care in aus¬ 
cultating and percussing, and avoid either agitation 
of the animal, excessive pressure, or sudden changes 
in the different attitudes necessary for the ex¬ 
amination. 

A Belgian commentator adds the three following 
eases from his own reoent experience. The first 
was a dog affected with purulent pleurisy following 
upon distemper. One day this animal was placed 
upon his back, and was then attacked by a fatal 
syncope. The other two cases were in oats showing 
symptoms of pleurisy. Both died in the course of 
manipulations necessary for the examination of the 
chest; and both were found post mortem to be 
affected with tuberculosis. —(AnnnJes de MMccine 
ViUrinaire). W. R. C. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 

fN ational V.M.A.— Irish Branch. 1 

(Concluded, from p. 8??.) 

Specimens. 

The Chairman : Before you discuss Mr. Magee's 
paper I wish to put a few specimens on the table. Un¬ 
fortunately there are very few of these brought forward 
at our meetings. 

Natural repair of Fractured Femur. 

The first is the femur of a collie dog. Some years ago 
the dog was sent to me suffering from a fracture of the 
femur. Being of the opinion that there was very little 
chance of setting it properly in the ordinary way, I sug¬ 
gested to the owner to let me put the dog under chloro¬ 
form, cut down on the fracture and wire the broken ends 
together. He didn't like the idea and decided to let 
the patient take his chance. 

I was informed that a couple of years previously the 
animal had broken the same hone, and that it had unit¬ 
ed by itself. 

The owner, adopting the same treatment again, let the 
dog “ have his fling ” and, strange to say, union again 
took place spontaneously. I have seen the dog many 
times chasing up and down the village, and the only sign 
of his having had a fracture was a pronounced lameness. 
Last week he bit a child, and his master sent him to me 
to be destroyed, which I did with chloroform. By exa¬ 
mining the bone you can see that the unions after the 
fractures were bad, with the result that the bone seems 
to be twice as thick as its fellow of the other leg, and 
nearly an inch shorter. 

Urinart/ Calctdns in a Btdl. 

The next is portion of the penis of a bullock, showing 
a very good specimen of a calculus in situ. 1 asked 
the owner to let me operate, but as the animal was fairly 
fat he preferred to send him to the butcher. The usual 
symptoms of urethral calculus are loss of appetite, 
wasting, frequent urination—every half hour or so, 
kicking at the belly and switching the tail. There was, 
however, one symptom in connection with this case 
which I have never observed before, nor have I seen it 
mentioned in any text book. The bullock with his fore 
feet would sometimes scrape away the grass for about 
three or four feet and having made a shallow hole in the 
clay would lie down with his belly in the hole. 

Mr. Healy : He improvised a catheter. 

Mr. Magee : I think his idea was to try and cool the 
abdomen. 

Impaction in a Dog. 

The third specimen is one which I found in the intes¬ 
tine of a terrier that died from stoppage. When brought 
to me the dog was in extremis , and I told the owner 
that I could not really say what was wrong with him, 
but that there was no hope for him. He died a few 
hours later. I found a couple of feet of the small bowel 
packed with what at first seemed to be some new form 
of tape worm. It completely puzzled me. On exami¬ 
ning it closely I found it consisted of numerous thin, 
tape-like strips of rubber. A young lad who was help¬ 
ing me said tnat it was the inside of a golf ball. The 
owner afterwards told me that the terrier was very fond 
of taking up golf balls in his mouth and playing with 
them. 

A useful Instrument. 

This is an instrument called Mai loch's Dent wedge, 
which possibly some of the members may not have seen. 
I think it is one of the best, and cheapest mouth gags on 
the market. It is simple, and cannot go oat of order. 
It takes up very little room, and is equally serviceable 
for horses and cattle. Yesterday I used it m a bad case 
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of choking in a cow. The obstruction was a large raw 
potato which was firmly wedged in the commencement 
of the gullet. It was too large to push down with the 
probang, and 1 found it impossible to get a proper grip 
of it with my fingers to pull it back. Having tried 
various dodges for more than half an hour and failed, I 
finally succeeded by getting an assistant to press hard 
with his two closed fists on either side of the gullet 
beneath the obstruction and thus to gradually force it 
up a little. This enabled me to get my fingero around 
the potato and to pull it out, to the great delight of the 
poor woman who owned the cow. 

I have found this gag extremely useful on many 
occasions, and I think it is well worth bringing under 
the notice of the members. 

Mr. Healy : I have been using it for some time, and 
it is of great advantage in rasping horses 1 teeth. If you 
put it in on the near side while working on the off side 
you won’t have half the trouble. I got a tooth rasp 
made by Sharp and Smith of Chicago. They have two 
kinds—one that rotates and a fiat one. Often if you 
use the usual gag the horse will get cross. 

Mr. Magee : A young horse objects less to it than 
any other gag. 

Mr. Healy : It is also very useful if you get a snoring 
case. 

Blue Urine. 

Mr. Magee : The next specimen is, in my experience 
unique. It is blue coloured hair, which I have taken 
from the prepuce of a bullock. Standing a short 
distance from the beast and looking beneath, one got 
the impression that there was a blue, lelly-like substance 
hanging from the prepuce. The hairs, as you see, 
appear to be covered with a thin coating of lime salts, 
blue in colour. A short history of the case may be 
interesting. 

He was a two-year-old bullock. A short time after 
he was skulled he commenced to do badly. He kept 
away from his companions, and sometimes walked 
around in large circles. The owner said there was also 
a slight discharge from the butt of the right horn core. 
When 1 saw him the discharge had stopped, but the 
other symptoms could be observed. Suspecting sinus 
trouble I tested by tapping, but there was no difference 
in the sounds, and no signs of bulging or pain on pressure. 
Thinking that possibly there still might be trouble in 
the sinus, I decided to make, a few days later, an 
exploratory opening through the horn core and to pass 
down a long probe into the sinus. However, before I 
could do this I got an attack of the “ flu ” and was laid 
up for a month. It was during this time that the herd, 
a most trustworthy man, observed the bullock passing 
blue water. He said it was just the same as when his 
wife mixed Reckitt’s blue with water for washing. The 
beast passed the blue water for about a week ; it then 
became normal in colour again. 

We already have red water and. black water, but we 
must now add blue water to the list. Although I did 
not actually see the beast passing the blue water, I do 
not doubt the herd’s word for a moment—he could have 
no object in concocting such a story—and the blue 
colouration on the hairs of the prepuce are, I consider, a 
convincing proof of the truth of his statement. When 
I saw the bullock again he seemed to be picking up and 
showed no signs of head trouble, and although still poor 
in condition I advised the owner to “ let well enough 
alone”. 

Mr. Healy : If you can have blue milk you can have 
blue urine. I have seen blue milk from cows. 

Intussusception. 

Mr. Magee : This specimen here is one of the cases of 
intussesception I refer, to in my paper. I must apologise 
for not producing the second specimen of this condition. 
It has got mislaid. 


Forceps. 

This instrument is Hobday’s bitch forceps which has 
also been mentioned in one of the cases reported. 

Chairman : You have beard Mr. Magee’s account of 
these interesting specimens. We would like to hear 
some remarks upon them. 

Mr. Magee : Mr. Chairman, before any discussion 
takes place, with your permission 1 would like to say 
we have with us this evening a member we have not 
seen for a long time—Capt. Winter, and on behalf of all 
present I bid him “ welcome back.” During the last 
four years I am sure he has seen a good deal of life abroad 
and had many interesting experiences, and, time per¬ 
mitting, I would like him to tell us some of hia 
adventures in the veterinary world. 

Capt. Winter : It gives me great pleasure to be 
amongst you again. I am sorry that my absence has 
hurt the other association to which I belong, owing to 
my not having time to resign my position formally. But 
I hope to remedy that and get it into life again. I think 
friendly rivalry helps a good deal. 

As to these specimens, I think they are particularly 
interesting. I have lively recollections of a case of 
choking with a potato, but in my case the potato had 
been boiled. I could touch it with my finger, but 
nothing more. I could not get hold of it with a cork¬ 
screw nor put it down. Finally I got it away by getting 
the assistance of a man to push against me {until I got 
behind it. It was the hardest hour’s work I had in my 
life. Mr. Magee’s communications are very interesting, 
especially the case of intussusception in the dog. His 
case of a foreign body is also interesting. At first sight 
I thought it was a tapeworm, but it would be a long one. 

About the amputation of the sow’s organ, I had two 
or three cases like that with different animals, and I 
think it is the only thing to do when you get the uterus 
badly damaged. It is not a formidable operation and 
as a rule results satisfactorily. 1 have done it with a 
mare and a cow. The mare will kick and otherwise 
injure the part, and the smaller animals will walk on it. 
If you get rid of the whole thing from the neck and get 
a clean wound, and get it back into the vagina, tne 
result is generally favourable. The whole thing is to get 
it done in time. 

I had one or two experiences of horses heing “ set,’ 
and got them “put over” on me too. I knew intimately 
an old man who undoubtedly could set a roarer or a 
whistler and he tried me “ pretty high ” once or twice. 
He did me once, but I got him twice afterwards by 
turning up unexpectedly. These cases would be alright 
for about 24 hours. I have examined a horse at nis 

lace which I knew to be a whistler and had to pass him, 

ut two days afterwards he was a whistler again. There 
was nothing whatever that I could detect. I would give 
a good deal to know what he used, but he never told me 
nor anyone I know of. Of course if you see a horse 
“ dopey ” you are not always at liberty to put him back 
for a day until you communicate with your client. Un¬ 
doubtedly that practice is dying out in the country, but 
it used to be very common when I started practice. 

As to the newly born foals, there is no question that 
they are very liable to constipation, and in a good many 
stud farms it is customary to give a foal an injection of 
linseed or castor oil immediately after it is dropped, and 
with very good results. I prefer linseed myself. That 
generally obviates the trouble, a good many farmers used 
to pass a tallow candle into the rectum. 

Mr. Healy : A glycerine suppository beats that You 
can’t get tallow candles now. 

Capt Winter : There are a good lot of old customs 
practised amongst farmers which had a good deal in 
them. 
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The cases of these thoroughbred horses were rather 
peculiar. We come up against such cases now and again. 
I should think they were cases of poisoning of some 
sort—probably by the fungus suggested here. 

These cases are very common all over America, and 
the subject there has not been fully threshed out, owing 
to the districts being thinly populated and the difficulty 
of veterinary surgeons getting round the country. The 
profession however is progressing there. A good deal 
of that is due to the activity of associations, the member¬ 
ship of which is growing. I had the pleasure of attending 
two or three meetings of the American Veterinary 
Association and they were very interesting. The only 
objection I bad was that everywhere I went I was asked 
to give a “ talk ” and some of the remarks were very 
caustic. I introduced one or two things which I thought 
were good. One was the Rig operation, which I had 
done. Some of them were very sceptical, but they could 
not get a case to operate on. Howevar, they found me 
an old mare and I removed her ovaries in the same 
fashion, which was almost as satisfactory as taking out 
a testicle. One member said he had been doing abdom¬ 
inal operations for a great many years and never had a 
death. My observation on that was that in my country 
we would think that extremely lucky, (laughter). I do 
not think there is anything more interesting, and which 
promotes discussion amongst members more freely than 
notes on clinical cases, and the production of specimens 
like these. They are the result of every-day practical 
experience, and X think they are very interesting. Later 
on probably I may be able to relate some of my 
experiences on the other side of the water, when I get 
them together in a more concise form. 

Concerning the two horses, it struck me when I read 
these cases that it is quite possible it may have been 
sorrel poisoning, and if the place is any way near at hand, 
it might be worth Mr. Magee’s while to walk round ana 
see if he will find auy sorrel in the clumps. I think 
vegetable poisoning in both horses and cattle is much 
more common than is thought. 

Mr. Wilkinson : I have to thank Mr. Magee for his 
interesting and candid paper. We have had very few 
papers like this that admit deficiencies* As to the sow, 
I would like to ask did he put on one ligature only, and 
what became of the ligature eventually I [ Mr. Magee : 
Just bring it round and knot it, it sloughs away after¬ 
wards] I think that forceps for concretions in foals is 
a good suggestion. Like Mr. Healy, I have used glycerine 
with good results. It seems to be very powerful, and 
acts satisfactorily. 

I remember one case of obstruction in a dog, which I 
was told had not passed anything for a fortnight, at any 
rate the animal suffered considerable pain. I examined 
the rectum and found a piece of thread hanging out, and 
when I tried to draw it out it gave the dog excruciating 
pain. On putting my finger as far as I could reach I 
felt a needle embedded top and bottom. Finally I got 
rid of it after very considerable difficulty by introducing 
a scissors and cutting the needle in two. [ Mr. Magee: 
Had he swallowed a needle?] He must have. It was 
across the rectum, and you could not possibly pull it 
out. The thoroughbred cases seem to me to be narcotic 

E oisoning. You don’t mention if there were any other 
orses. [Mr. Magee : There were only two horses, but 
there were cattle on the land.] I have read some 
accounts in The Record of poisoning from ragwort. It 
just occurred to me there might have been some of that 
about. 

Mr. Magee : You must remember there was a botanist 
in the case. 

Mr. Healy : I have to thank Mr. Magee for the prac¬ 
tical paper we had from him and also for the specimens 
be has shown. I would only like to refer to the “ setting” 
of horses. I remember one case which occurred at the 


Dublin show. There was a big chestnut horse examined 
for its wind by the late Mr. John Freeman. It was sold 
for a long price to a member of the profession, Mr. 
Henry Withers, of London. Mr. Freeman who was 
examining the horse beckoned me over to him while 
galloping the horse for his wind. I got the aroma of 
choloroform from him, and drew Mr. Freeman’s attention 
to it. He adjourned his examination for two days; on 
the third day he was the worst roarer a man coula hear. 
That horse had been (( set” with spirits of choloroform. 
For the * ( setting ” of a broken winded horse, the old 
tinker treatment of shot and butter is one of the best. 
I remember seeing a case one time with Mr. Ashe of 
Cork, when coming from the fair of Bartlemy, a horse 
dead in a dyke. The man who had bought the horse 
hailed him, but Mr. Ashe said nothing could be done for 
the horse, and that he should be taken to the kennels. 
We went to the kennels the next morning and opened 
him, and found about 60 or 70 pellets of swan shot—old 
fashioned bullets like you would make for a catapult— 
and the stomach was badly ruptured. He had been 
examined by a practical dealer and passed sound of the 
wind. 

Mr. Wilkinson ; I had an instance which happened 
in my own practice within the last six weeks. I was 
asked to examine a very fine draught horse, and the man 
remarked to me afterwards “ If it is wrong in its wind, 
it is not your fault.” Three days later the horse came 
in to be shod : I was in the office, and I heard a most 
suggestive cough. I went out to see the horse and here 
was the lovely animal I had passed sound three days 
before. He had the characteristic heave and cough of a 
broken winded horse. The man said they had a week’s 
agreement, and the horse was sent back. I saw the 
horse about three days afterwards and he was perfectly 
well—no sign of any heave at all. I did not gallop him, 
but the thing was so patent before that an amateur 
would have noticed the difficulty in breathing. There 
was no suggestion that the horse had been “set” One 
of my friends told me he had met a case of it and he 
had attributed it to spasmodic asthma. 

Mr. Dunlop said: I am sure we are all much indebted 
to Mr. Magee for giving us a paper and producing, on 
short notice, such interesting and unique pathological 
specimens. He had always entertained the idea that 
broken wind was a chronic form of asthma, the result 
of continued congestion and thickening of the lining 
membrane of the minute bronchi. In aged or middle 
age horses very special care should be exercised in 
testing for broken wind. The cough, especially after 
galloping and a drink of water, is a good criterion, and 
he thought a few whiffs of sulphurous acid gas might be 
had recourse to in doubtful cases. He never could 
understand why shot should be used to set the wind. 
Shot is not only dangerous but the lead dissolves 
too slowly in the stomach to have any medicinal 
effect. He thought, for setting the wind, it would be 
hard to beat Professor Dick’s formula, a dram each of 
calomel, opium, and digitalis. He had on several 
occasions had his attention directed to the wonderful 
curative effects of a combination of some mercurial 
preparation with digitalis, squills, and certain salines as 
used in the human subject by some eminent physician. 
The effects were most marked in clearing out the smal¬ 
ler bronchi andasan absorbent in cases of schirrous liver 

So you see there is some simularity between Dick’s 
formula and up to date medical treatment Needless 
to say it is of primary importance in treating such cases 
to remove the cause, and to attend to dieting and scien¬ 
tific ventilation (not fresh air, which usually means 
draughts.) 

With reference to union of the fractured femur by 
overlapping, it is surprising what nature does sometimes. 
He had a dog brought to him by a lady. The dog had 
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a fracture of the neck of the scapula, the result of a kick 
from a horse. He first applied thin gelatine on the hair 
over the scapulas, then he applied a bandage in the 
figure of 8 fashion. He then used a suitable thin splint 
extending from near the top of the scapula to the elbow, 
Another figure of 8 bandage with gelatine was applied 
over all. The dog seemed quite comfortable after the 
bandaging and continued to hop about, until one day he 
went into the water for a swim and left bandages and 
splint behind. Ho evidently found they were no longer 
necessary. 

Mr. Lambert : I have great pleasure in complimen¬ 
ting Mr. Magee on his very excellent paper. I would 
like to make a remark about the golf ball. I came 
across a similar case in a dog. The core of a golf ball 
is very small and hard, and when it gets into the stom¬ 
ach opens very easily and gets just like the specimeu 
produced, once it comes in contact with any wet. As to 
the '* setting” of the wind I have come across several 
cases where men have bought horses and told me they 
had been driving them the day they bought them and 
they were perfectly alright, and the next morning they 
found them badly broken winded, and came to get a 
certificate so that they could return them. I never 
could make out how they were “ set,” they were so bad¬ 
ly broken winded. As to choking in cattle I would like 
to ask if he had ever tried arecohne in these cases. I 
always like to take my time over a case I cannot manage 
easily, and have always found arecoline very successful. 
As to the fracture of the bone, it is a very common 
occurrence, and I have seen fractures very similar to 
that one. I have held any amount of post mortems on 
dogs with jaundice and found intussusception but not 
in every case. I have seen hundreds of cases of puppies 
with intussusception without jaundice. I dont think it 
is necessary to have intussusception in jaundice at all. 

Prof. Craig : I have read with very great interest the 
paper which Mr. Magee has prepared for discussion at 
this meeting and I am glad he has brought forward these 
valuable specimens to demonstrate the conditions which 
he has met with. The cases he records are well worth 
discussion and in some of them there is no unanimity 
of opinion as to the cause of the condition. There are 
a few points which struck me in reading the paper and 
listening to the further clinical cases which he has 
described. 

As regards the two cases of jaundice with intussus¬ 
ception I cannot agree with his ideas of cause and effect. 
Cases of jaundice in dogs are not uncommon in this 
country, and their causation has not been ascertained. 
They nave been referred to as cases Malignant or 
Epizootic Jaundice. They have been seen in kennels 
where distemper is prevalent, but their connection with 
distemper is not apparent. 1 have examined a number 
of these cases. Tnere are no piroplasms in the blood. 
The jaundice is not due to catarrh or any pressure upon 
or obstruction to the bile ducts. The bile may be easily 
pressed at a post mortem examination from the bile 
ducts into the duodenum. The jaundice in this case is 
probably bacterial or toxic in origin. In some instances 
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bowel at an autopsy, but I think that the intussusception 
occurred during the last stages of the disease. Unless 
the telescoped newel involves the opening into the bile 
duct, it is unlikely that jaundice will follow. 1 therefore 
take it that the intussusception has followed upon the 
jaundice. Trasbot in some experiment ligatured the 
intestine, but the ligation was not succeeded by 
jaundice. 

With regard te the question of broken wind, I think 
our knowledge of the pathology of this disease is yet in 
a state of chaos. We speak very glibly about broken 
wind, but we don’t know exactly what is the cause of 
the Condition: It is usually referred to chronic vesicular 


emphysema of the lungs, but I question very much 
whether that condition accounts for the symptoms we 
associate with the disease. I have examined cases 
where the post mortem examination revealed very ex¬ 
tensive emphysema and yet these hoises had shown no 
symptoms of broken wind during life. On the other 
hand, 1 have examined the lungs of some horses which 
were broken winded and yet very little emphysema 
could be detected at all. Possibly there is more than 
one condition described under the heading of broken 
wind. Some of the cases probably are cases of bronchial 
asthma. No doubt we try to distinguish some of them 
by the cough but it is the temporary reappearance of 
the symptoms which is of tbe greatest diagnostic value. 
I have no doubt that it is these instances some people 
have been wrongly accused of doping. That the drugs 
which have already been referred to as well as others 
are of value in moderating the symptoms of broken wind 
or giving temporary relief rather indicate that there is 
something other than vesicular emphysema to account 
for the condition. 

With reterence to the case of West Indian and llodney 
Stone, I cannot offer any definite opinion as to the cause 
of the trouble. I think I have seen two cases of the 
kind, one in a donkey and one in a carthorse. The 
usual history which precede^ haemoglobinuria was not 
present. Both were in good condition and were fed in 
the house and in addition were recieving the same diet 
as some other animals. The urine of these two was like 
that of coffee and I thought they were affected with 
haemoglobinuria. Both animals died after a short 
illness. In neither case was there any nephritis and I 
could find no muscular lesions such as one expects to 
meet with in haemoglobinuria. 

Possibly the cases Mr. Magee describes were caused 
by some obscure form of vegetable poisoning. We do 
not yet know whether at certain times or under certain 
conditions some of the common plants may acquire 
poisonous principles. In view of recent investigations 
it is quite probable that this may occur, and an ordinary 
chemical analysis give no indication of the presence of 
the poison. It has been suggested that sorrel may 
account for the condition. I think that the poisonous 
action of sorrel has yet to be thoroughly investigated. 
We know that in France and Canada there is a hae- 
maturia of cattle in which the experimental evidenceroes 
to suggest that the cause is an excess of oxalic acid in 
the food, but the cases are chronic. They are not at all 
comparable with those that Mr. Doyle has spoken of or 
those described in the paper. I may say here that I have 
come across a few cases where the history and condition 
of the urine points to the occasional presence, in some 
parts of Iceland, of a disease in cattle similar to that 
described in France and Canada. 

I am glad to hear that Mr. Doyle has been so successful 
in his treatment of the affected animals, whether they 
were cases of sorrel poisoning or not. The specimen of 
white hairs which Mr. Magee removed from the opening 
of the prepuce in the ox I have examined and I note 
that the colour is due to the deposit of lime-salt upon 
the hairs, no doubt coming from the urine. 

Mr. Norris : I speak with considerable diffidence 
upon clinical matters, as it is now some years since I 
have been engaged in general practice. 1 am, however, 
greatly interested in the cases and specimens which Mr. 
Magee has so kindly provided for us. The case of the 
sow seems to be another illustration of the insuscepti¬ 
bility of the pig, to shock and septicaemia. As to “ wind 
setting” I have very little experience, but I am inclined 
to agree with Prof. Craig, that all such cases are not cases 
of Emphysema of Lungs. Some of them may be 
“Spasmodic Asthma”—whatever that may be. The 
deaths of the two horses are puzzling—but very inter¬ 
esting. Mr. Magee and other speakers are inclined to 
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attribute the deaths to some form of vegetable poisoning, 
and this view of the case I support. Sir. S. Stockman 
has shown that some plants,—commonly regarded as 
harmless, may by cumulative action cause death, and it 
is just possible something of the kind may have 
operated in these cases. The recent work on the subject 
of plant and forage poisoning shows there is a. great 
held for further research upon this subject, which, 
apparently, has been too long overlooked. 

Air. Cushnahan: I have to thank Mr. Magee for 
bringing before us such important subjects. I remem¬ 
ber some years ago a similar case of eversion of the 
uterus coming under my notice. The eversion had been 
in existence for some short time, and the uterus had 
become more or less tumefied ; I saw no course to adopt 
other than excision. I passed a double ligature through 
the neck of the tumour and removed the uterus. Of 
course, I was fairly satisfied that no abdominal viscera 
was included in the eversion. These cases are rare, and 
I have not seen any in recent years. 

Broken wind is a very important subject because it is 
really a veterinary legal matter -at the present time 
cases come into the courts where veterinary opinions are 
conflicting. Air. Wilkinson mentioned spasmodic asthma; 
l remember a short time ago a practitioner who has a 
large practice in the examination of horses told me that 
he had examined a horse and cast him for broken wind. 
Later, when he saw this horse he considered him sound. 
He had no doubt it was a case of spasmodic asthma. In 
my opinion broken wind may be due to spasmodic asth¬ 
ma or to emphysema: the latter is usually accompanied 
by hypertrophy of the heart When I examined horses 
years ago, I was pretty well satisfied with the character 
of the cough ; I never troubled much with “heaving” or 
“double Hank action.” I remember on one occasion 
having examined a horse, and after a stiff gallop I was 
almost satisfied he was right; but after coughing him 
I was convinced he was “broken winded.” Whether this 
horse was “ set” or not I could not say. Lead has been 
spoken of as the usual agent for this purpose. It may 
have a mechanical action, and cause relief for a time; or 
it may have a physiological one through the nerves. 

The death of two horses mentioned by Air. Magee 
interzsts me particularly. It has opened up a wide field 
so far as the diagnosis of intestinal trouble is concerned. 
I have seen many cases of death due to colic when the 
post-mortem did not help us out as to the cause of death; 
all the organs were perfectly normal, and we could not 
find even a trace of congestion in stomach or intestines, 
As to vegetable poisoning, a good deal has been written 
by experimentors in many countries. Sir Stewart 
Stockman must be regarded as the foremost experimen¬ 
ter in these countries. Whether death in all cases of 
vegetable poisoning is due to toxins is hard to say. Some 
may act by causing impaction; we all know that in a 
horse affected with stomach staggers the condition is 
due to toxin in rye grass at a particular period of “seed¬ 
ing”—I think it is an accepted theory that this con¬ 
dition is due to a toxin produced in the new hay imme¬ 
diately after it is cut. I have seen many cases, and the 
symptoms shown were undoubtedly toxic. I have also 
seen similar cases occur in cattle during dry seasons. 
These were usually attributed to indigestion, but I 
regarded them as toxic. Recently I have read a paper 
by Professor Graham of the department of Animal 
Pathology, University of Illinois. He, with others, has 
carried out experiments with regard to poisoning by 
certain cereals. At the Kentucky State Veterinary 
Department they found in oats a bacillus resembling in 
all respects the Bacillus Botulinus. Professor Craig says 
that probably the toxin may have been in the plant, but 
Professor Graham and his colleagues satisfied themselves 
that death invariably occurred in the oases experimented 
ob through feeding animals on organisms*recovered from 


the oats taken from the different farms. Horses and 
mules were used in the experiments, and feeding them 
with drinking water contaminated with these organisms 
produced death. Another interesting matter he men¬ 
tioned was that they treated ruminants from thesecul; 
tures and produced an anti toxin serum. This seems to 
open up a new field of research. It may have a good 
deal to say in the future in the treatment of colic and 
intestinal cases. 

These cases of vegetable poisoning are well worthy of 
consideration—whether the toxin is elaborated in the 
plant itself, or due to saprophytic organism on the plant. 
Seeing that valuable animals die from obscure causes I 
think that such deaths are worthy of investigation. 

Mr. Magee’s communications are always full of inter^ 
est, and I have to again thank him for bringing these 
forward for discussion. 

Prof. Mason : I have been experimenting with 
methylene blue through the whole of Ireland in the 
treatment of contagious abortion, and it is quite possible 
some person has been using it as a remedy for abortion 
and promiscuously used it on all his animals, and that 
would account for this blue hair. With regard to vege¬ 
table poisoning, when Mr. Doyle was ill some time ago 
he asked me to look after a few cases for him. His 
qualified assistant asked me to look at some cases which 
he took to be red-water. I knew Mr. Doyle was partic¬ 
ularly interested in this matter of vegetable poisoning, 
and I did not agree with his ideas. I treated these cases 
as being red-water and failed miserably. I think this is 
one of the things worth studying—vegetable poisoning 
as distinct from red-water. In these particular cases ! 
made no examination of the blood. These were cases 
such as I believe Mr. Doyle has previously treated 
successfully as vegetable poisoning in that neighbour¬ 
hood. 

There was one point as regards broken wind which 
nobody seemed to pay any particular attention to—the 
mechanical action of shot. We were taught in our young 
days to diagnose broken wind as a want of synchronising 
of the different respiratory parts—you know the double 
heave ; and we thought, whether rightly or wrongly, that 
by loading the stomach with shot we would just rotore 
the balance—and it succeeds. Whenever you suspect 
that the thing has been done give the animal a good 
drink of water and the dope has lost its power. 

The Chairman : Before asking Mr. Magee to reply 

1 must say how much I appreciated his paper. I was 
very interested in the cases ne described. I would have 
liked a little more information about the case of ampu¬ 
tation. He said that after applying two ligatures, he 
seared the stump with a hot iron. I wonder was there 
much haemorrhage; and if not, why did he use the actual 
cautery ? Was it for the purpose of destroying the stump 
and making it come away more easily, or to sterilise it ? 
The sow being in a collapsed condition and apparently 
at the point of death, did he give it any restorative or 
stimulant ? What after treatment did he adopt ? Jpid 
he order the vagina to be washed out periodically; or 

rescribe any medicine for the sow ? I would like to 

now if he had many cases of this kind, and what was 
his success with other cases. I remember reading an 
account by an Italian veterinarian of the remarkable 
successes he had with this operation in various animals. 
It would make one think that really he was not telling 
the whole truth. For example, he amputated the uterus 
in 86 cows with 77 recoveries, in 8 mares with 6 recover¬ 
ies, in 27 sows with 22 recoveries, in 9 bitches with 9 
recoveries, in 4 goats with 4 recoveries, in 3 sheep with 

2 recoveries, and in 3 cats with 3 recoveries. I have not 
had an operation of this kind myself, but I have had a 
few cases of hysterectoney through the abdominal wall 
with varied success. The most interesting case I had 
was that of a 14 yrs. old Chow bitch afflicted wth 
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hyBterocele. On opening the hernial sac I found that 
it contained portion of both uterine horns which were 
distended at intervals by swellings varying in size from 
a walnut to a hen’s egg, due to accumulations of pus. I 
proceeded to amputate the organ, and tried in vain to 
draw out the remaining parts of the cornua through the 
hernia) opening, the swellings therein prevented their 
exit. I was obliged to incise the hernial ring to enlarge 
it and even then I had difficulty in gettirg them out. 
On bringing ihe body of the uterus into view I applied 
ligatures in the usual way and removed the organ. I 
swabbed the stump with a solution of potassium per¬ 
manganate. and finished the operation as usual, ligating 
the nernial sac and suturing the hernial ring and the 
skin. The wound appeared unhealthy for 2 or 3 days, 
then commenced to granulate nicely, and the patient 
made a good recovery. I consider the case worth men¬ 
tioning on account of the combination of the two 
conditions—hysterocele and pyometra, and the complete 
recovery of the patient although 14 yrs. old. 

I met with a remarkable case of intussusception in a 
mare recently. A valuable 5 years old draught mare 
had difficulty in foaling and a layman, after prolonged 
interference, delivered the foal. The mare strained 
violently afterwards and caused about five feet of inva- 
ginated bowel to be prolapsed through the anus. 

I saw the mare about 16 hours after the accident with 
the prolapsed mass almost touching the ground and 
commencing to gangrene. 1 considered the case hope¬ 
less, but decided, in conjunction with another veterinary 
surgeon, to amputate the prolapse after cleaning it and 
drawing upon it to expose a healthy part. 

I brought the peritoneal surfaces of the invaginating 
and invaginated parts into apposition by Lembert sutures 
and cut off the bowel behind the line of sutures. The 
mare was already suffering from the effects of infection 
of the peritoneum, and died the following day. 

The case of obstruction in the foal and the use of the 
forceps in connection with it reminded me that 1 found 
Mr. Kenny’s bitch forceps very good in cases of obstruc¬ 
tion of the bowel in the dog, where you can barely reach 
it with the finger, one jaw of the instrument serving as 
a blunt curette to push between the bowel and the 
impacted mass to break down the latter. 

I have nothing to add to what has been said about 
the cases of the two thoroughbreds. 

I think I have never been at a meeting at which there 
was a better diseussion. It was a really good practical 
instructive discussion. We are indebted to Mr. Magee 
for having provided for it by his excellent paper and 
very interesting specimens. 

Reply. 

Mr. Magee : I am very glad that you have considered 
my short paper interesting. Regarding the remarks of 
Capt. Winter as to the length of time for which a broken 
‘winded horse can be set, I was inclined to think that 
the effects of the dope would only last 24 hours. My 
father-in-law, who was a horse dealer, told me that a 
horse he bought at a fair remained set for three days 
after bringing him home, and then broke. 

What Capt. Winter says as to the use of a tallow can¬ 
dle and iiyections of oil in the treatment of constipation 
in newly born foals may succeed in some cases, but 
with those I refer to I dout believe that any injections 
or suppositories would have the effect of dissolving the 
hard masses of meconium, the consistency of which I 
can only compare to hard putty, or, in some cases, 
almost concrete. 

Before 1 adopted this method I lost a foal affected in 
the way I have described. I administered oil by the 
mouth and repeated injections of oil and warm soap 
solution, and tried to break up the mass with a spoon, 
1 but it was useless. A great advantage of the forceps is 


that once you grasp the obstruction it cannot slip away, 
as it bulges somewhat through the perforated jaws of 
the forceps. When gentle traction is applied a piece of 
meconium several inches in length will sometimes come 
away. The outside edges of the jaws being convex 
seems to prevent the bowel being injured. 

In referring to the cases of the two thoroughbreds, 
Capt. Winter said that a good many of these occurred 
in America. I know myself from reading American 
veterinary magazines that they are very keen on the 
subject of forage poisoning, and I also think we have 
more of it over here than we realise. However, the rea¬ 
son I dont think that this was a case of forage poisoning 
is that they only received the oats and hay when they 
came in each morning. One got bad a few houis after 
coming in, and the other took ill in the paddock. That, 
I think, would point to their having obtained the poison, 
or whatever it was, sometime during the night. The 
oats and hay were above suspicion. As regards Mr. 
Doyle’s suggestion of sorrel poisoning, I don’t think it 
affordB an explanation, because there were also cattle in 
the paddock, and they would have become affected just 
as likely as tne horses. They were there from June to 
October. 

In cases of intussusception I think that where 
jaundice is caused by it the telescoping iB likely to be in 
the small bowel, because if it were far back in some of 
the large bowels the bile could pass along for a consid¬ 
erable distance, performing its functions, and would not 
be so likely to be absorbed into the system and cause 
the yellow discolouration of the skin and membranes. 

Mr. Healy spoke of a whistler being set. I did not 
know it was possible to temporarily prevent the noise 
made by a whistler or a roarer. I remember a farmer, 
who was evidently not afflicted with too much conscience, 
once telling me that he succeeded in getting a whistler 
passed by giving him a pint of glycerine some hours be¬ 
fore he was examined. This may be so, for glycerine is 
a wonderful thing in many wayB; but I can’t under¬ 
stand the mechanism of a dose of shot and butter or fat 
disguising the symptoms of broken wind so that it will 
last for 24 hours or more. Professor Mason said the 
test for that is to give water to the animal. But I gave 
this mare water and hay which she took, but it had no 
effect. So evidently shot was not the dope in my case. 

Since I wrote the paper, a horse dealer, who has the 
reputation of knowing most of the tricks of his trade, 
and who apparently has his own idea about “doing his 
bit,” told me that he passed a broken winded horse into 
the army by giving it two wine-glass-fulle of paraffin oil 
in a pint of linseed oil. 

Mr. Wilkinson referred to the difference between the 
symptoms of broken wind and asthma. Personally I 
believe I have only met two cases of genuine asthma, 
both of which recovered in a few weeks without treat¬ 
ment. 

In asthma the respirations have a typical wheezy, 
asthmatic sound which is not present in broken wind, 
although the respiratory movements are often very 
much alike. In some pronounced cases of broken wind 
you have the characteristic double movement and in 
others you have not—you have only the heaving. I 
don’t know what the explanation is. That all cases are 
not due to the same cause I am confident. I have com¬ 
pletely cured some with vergotinine, while on others it 
hadn’t the slightest effect. 

Mr. Lambert explained a point about the terrier 
swallowing the inside of the golf ball on which I was 
not clear. I thought he swallowed the ball and that 
the cover was digested in his stomach. [Mr. Lambert: 
He only swallowed the core.] Mr. Lambert asked me 
did I use arecoline in cases of choking. I did so once 
with success in a horse where the stoppage was between 
the lungs. I also gave a little linseed oiL I think 
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he had been nominated for election to Council, and 
desired the support of the Societies. 

The President said the Council of the Yorkshire V. 
M.A. had nominated as their official candidate Mr. S. 
Wharam, which action was confirmed by the meeting. 

Mr. WniTEHRAD proposed they should join with other 
Societies, as in former years, to secure the return of 
their official candidate. Mr. Crawford seconded, and 
was supported by Mr. P. Deighton, and Mr. McKinna. 
[Carried.] 

Election of Ojficers. Mr. McKinna proposed that 
the present officers be re-elected en bloc. He said they 
had not had their usual complement of meetings, and 
they hoped now to return to normal conditions. 
Seconded by Lieut-Col. Bowes, and supported by Capt. 
Somers. I Carried.] 

Mr. S. K. Sampson the retiring President returned 
thanks for his re-election. He had been persuaded by 
the Council to accept office again, and hoped their Sec¬ 
retary would have better health. There was a great 
amount of work to do, and he should like the meetings 
more regularly as now members were returning to civil 
life they could attend better and all help with recon¬ 
struction. 

The President introduced the question of insurance 
fees and read a letter, and asked for further discussion. 

North Midland Veterinary Association. 

Dear Sir,— At a meeting of the Council of this Assoc¬ 
iation held at Sheffield on February 18th, the question 
of insurance fees came up for further discussion, and I 
was instructed to inform von that the Cpuncil are 
recommending members of tne Association to charge the 
following fees for inspection of animals for insurance 
companies. 

A minimum of 5/- each animal up to £50 insured 
value, with a rise of 1/- per £10 up to £200. 6d. a mile 
one way extra to be charged if the distance travelled is 
aver 3 miles. 

i I was also instructed to ask all veterinary surgeons 
residing within the radius of the Association to give a 
written guarantee that they would not examine animals 
for insurance companies for fees less than the above. It 
is only by combination that the fees paid by insurance 
companies can be raised, and seeing that animals are 
now greatly increased in value, and that consequently 
the insurance companies are receiving greatly increasd 
premiums, the present seems the time to get such an in¬ 
crease. 

I shall be glad therefore if you will sign the guaran¬ 
tee at the foot of this letter and return it to me at your 
early convenience. If I do not receive such guarantee 
I shall take it that you are not in agreement with the 
proposed scale of figures.— Yours faithfully, 

J. S. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.s., Hon. Secretary. 
Town Hall, Sheffield, February 20th. 

Guarantee. 

r I hereby agree to accept the above scale of fees for 
veterinary inspection tor insurance companies, and 
undertake not to carry out any veterinary inspection for 
insurance companies at fees less than those mentioned 
in the scale. 

Signature. Address. Date. 

Mr. Holland said the Insurance Companies will pay 
more if requested. He had obtained increased fees in 
ipany instances in that way. 

Capt. Somers said it had been a scandal for years, and 
the fees should be raised, not only for examinations in 
insurance but in contracts. Some of the Railway Cora- 

f antes paid a ridiculously low contract price ; everyone 
new tne extra cost of every thing ; £1 was only worth 
about 9/-. The blacksmiths bad raised their prices. All 
the fcompanies were well able to pay more. 


Mr. McKinna : The charge per mile is not enough. 

I think 1/3 per mile one way, after the first two miles, 
and a minimum of 5/- would be reasonable. 

Mr. Barber : The minimum that I try to get is 7/6, 
with mileage in addition. 

Mr. Crawford thought 5/- minimum and extra for 
mileage, it could not be done under 9d. a mile. 

Mr. Wharam proposed the Association support the 
agitation for an increase in insurance fees paia to vet¬ 
erinary surgeons. Seconded by Mr. Deighton. (Carried.) 

The President said the recommendations would be 
sent to the Association of Insurance Companies, London, 
which included all Tariff offices. 

Resolved , on the suggestion of the President, to send 
a letter to the Secretary, hoping that he would soon be 
well again. 

Mr. Whitehead read a scale of fees recommended by 
a Veterinary Society. Resolved that the subject of vet¬ 
erinary fees and contracts be put on the agenda for next 
meeting ; in the meantime the Council of Yorkshire V. 
M.A. to prepare a scale of fees for all classes of veterin¬ 
ary services, and present for discussion. 

The President asked if there were any members wish¬ 
ful to report interesting cases. 

Mr. Pollard mentioned a case of gathered nail and 
open joint. After treatment had been proceeded with 
the discharge ceased, but lamenesR continued. The 
owner wrote Mr. Pollard to the effect that he had 
obtained a second opinion, but as the events were recent 
Mr. Pollard had not yet heard who the consultant was, 
but would report at the next meeting. 

Mr. Wharam recorded a case of simple fracture of the 
humerus. The animal, a 17 h.h. Shire mare, 5 yrs. old, 
bolted whilst the boy was throwing some manure off the 
cart, she went about 100 yards and fell over a low garden 
wall ; was walked home, and was not very lame. The 
accident was on Feb. 13th ; on Feb. 20th the mare was 
reported worse and the humerus was found to be frac¬ 
tured. There was no suspicion of a fracture when 
examined the day following the accident. The owner 
had exercised the mare, and said the lameness had im- 

roved. As the mare was slaughtered for the Belgians 

am unable to produce the bone. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his conduct in 
the chair concluded the meeting. The members present 
were entertained to tea by the Association. 


THE DERBYSHIRE RESOLUTION. 

Sir,—“ Sceptic ” has prescribed a useful affusion for 
application to the megacephalic assembly at Derby, in 
advising them to avoid suicide. How little can they 
know of their own value in the eyes of the show world— 
or indeed of the world of men and things, if they suppose 
that a business recognised as lawful, and with millions 
of capital behind it, can be suppressed by a fatuous 
attempt to upset agricultural exhibitions by Abstention 
from the work of. veterinary inspection. 

If members of the profession had the instinct for com¬ 
bination so highly developed in miners, still they could 
be done without. 

Disintegrating influences are at work, and no single 
act of our governing body has done so much to m(»e 
strife and ill will, and create spies, snobs, and sneaks, as 
the passing of a rule forbidding advertising. By that 
self-denying ordinance we have thrown away the sub¬ 
stance for the shadow. Where orders used to come in 
for draughts and drenches by dozens, and allowing good 
profit, we now dispose of nothing more than we prescribe 
for cases visited, because we have driven the “trade” into 
the hands of great firms with practically unlimited cap¬ 
ital, and as a rule with a M.R.C.V.S. on the directorate 
What rot it is to speak of quack medicines when our 
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grievance ia that we are not the sellers of it ourselves. 
Who will tell ns that he honestly believes that the vet¬ 
erinary medicines sold by reputable firms are not as well 
suited to owners needs as any we cap dispense for stock 
purposes, and not specially for individual cases. If there 
is one such reader, what does he think of our leading 
lights in the Army, having to fall back on a proprietary 
dip after killing many animals with unsuitable dressings, 
and failing to deal with sarcoptic mange successfully 
until the said preparation was employed. So too with 
lice. None of our preparations will kill nits, and we 
had finally to adopt another proprietary preparation 
which does answer the purpose, and is safe for all 
animals. If a finance act puts a stop to building, it 
should be amended. If we have passed a bye-law 
inimical to our welfare, we should rescind it. The 
attitude of our Derby friends reminds me of a hen with 
one chick which I saw trying to drive a bull out of a 
paddock. 

“Fra Diavolo.” 


A QUESTION OF PROCEDURE. 

To the Editor of the 44 Veterinai'y Record .” 

Dear Sir,—At the meeting of the Council on January 
10 th last, the President ruled that when the vote was 
taken on the report of the Registration Committee, the 
names of the voters one way or the other were not to be 
recorded. 

This means that members of the College are to be 
kept ignorant of how their representatives vote in 
important matters. Presumably the President was 
acting within his powers, but if he had any choice in the 
matter I cannot help thinking that he was ill advised. 

Most of us would like to know how our representatives 
vote, in order to assure ourselves that our confidence has 
not oeen misplaced and to guide our decisions at future 
elections.—Yours faithfully, 


Anolo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 

The following Donations are gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged 

J. Aitken, Dalkeith £1 10 

E. P. Barry, Lt. Col. 2nd Life Guards '1 0 0 
J. D. Bremmer, Valentia, Ireland 1 0 o 

T. E. Burridge, Lt. Col. r.a.v.c. 110 

G. A. Bushman, Islington 1 10 

H. W. Caton, Mile End, E. 1 10 

M. Clarkson, Satron, Richmond, Yorks l 1 0 
J. R. U. Dewar, Edinburgh 5 5 0 

Jno. A. W. Dollar, London, W. 10 10 0 
E. R. Edwards, Board of Agriculture 1 1 0 


A. L. Farrant, Hove 
W. J. Fletcher, Wrexham 
W. F. G amide, Capt. r.a.v.o. 

G. H. Gibbings, Tavistock 
G. A. Harrison, Pluckley 

G. H. Jelbart, Stow-on-the-Wold 
J. Judge, Lieut, r.a.v.c. 

L. W. Wynn Lloyd, Carnarvon 
R. A. Philp, Brentwood 

H. L. Roberts, Ipswich 
W. M. Scott, Bridgwater 
Sir F. Smith, k.c.m.g*., c.b. 

F. T. Stanley, Borough, S.E. 

O. Stinson, Marden 
J. Temple, Aberdare 
J. Wooager, Chiswick 
Midland Counties V.M.A. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Poona, India. G. K. Walker, Lt. Col. I.C.V.D. 

Feb. 2,1919. 


INSURANCE FEES. 

I had the assistant manager of one of the large 
Insurance Companies staying with me a short time ago, 
and we were discussing the matter of veterinary fees. 
He stated that it was not the Companies’ fault that the 
fees were so low, but our own fault, as he could produce 
a letter from a veterinary surgeon asking for their work 
at the present low fees; and that until veterinary 
surgeons combined so as to stop this writing for work 
at so low a fee we should never get better treatment, as 
the Companies were only willing to pay 10/-. 

H. Bibbey. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


Buckingham Palace, Mar. 15. 

His Majesty held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of His Majesty, when the King invested them' 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 

* * * * „ * ! 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

Lieut.-Col. Victor Leckie : Major Reginald Mallard. 

War Office, Mar. 13. 

The King has been pleased to confer the Territorial 
Decoration upon the following officers of the Territorial 
Force who have been duly recommended for the same 
under the terms of the Royal Warrant dated Aug.,. 17* 
1908, as modified by the Royal Warrant dated Nov. 11, 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 

Mar. 18 , 


H. W. Brekke, Hull. £1 1 0 

J. A. Connell, Major, r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

H. H. Hide, Lower Edmonton, 1 1 0 

T. Hodgins, Capt., r.a v.c. 1 l 0 

T. J. Kenny, Capt., r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

C. Pack. Lymington. 1 1 0 

R. A. Philp, Brentwood. 1 1 0 

J. Temple, Aberdare, Glam. 1 l 0 

J. H. Wynne, Denbigh. I 1 0 


J. Stow Young, Capt., m.c., r.a.v.c. 110 
Previously acknowledged 667 8 0 


£677 18 0 


1918 

* * * * 

Maj.(actg. Lt.-Col.)E. M. Perry, f.r.c.v.s., Maj. R. L. 
Green, Maj. F. J. Taylor. 


Extracts from London Oautte , 

Wak Office, Whitehall, Mar. 15. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps j 

Meg. J. J. Griffith, d.s.o.. retires on ret. pay (March 16), 
and is granted the rank of Lt-Col. 

Maj. J. J. Griffith, d.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Lt.-Col. (March 2). 

Temp. Capt. G. C. Harding relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service 
(March 16), and retains the rank of Capt. 







33 ® 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 22, 1919 


. / . ' Mar. 17. 

The grant of the temp, rank of Lt. Col. to Maj. A. J. 
Thompson, notified in Gazette Dec. 1 , 1917, is ante¬ 
dated' to Aug. 14, 1916. 

Mar. 19. 

Capt; C. Tracy is placed on ret list an account of ill- 
health caused by wounds (March *20). 

Territorial Force, Royat, Army Veterinary Corps. 

Mar. 13. 

Capt. F. VV. Pawlett to be actg. Maj. whilst holding the 
appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (March 1). 


The R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 

Subscriptions and gifts to the above Fund will not 
be received after March 31st. The Committee wish to 
thank all who have so generously assisted in making 
the Fund a success : and to express the thanks of the 
N.C.Os. and men of the Corps for the many comforts 
they have received. 

E. A. Blenkinsop, Hon. Sec. 

29/7 Bramham Gardens, S.W. 5. 


OBITUARY. 

Joseph Pears, Penrith. 

H. dr A. S. 1860. Graduated Edin: 22nd Nov., 1879. 

The death occurred at Wigton on Thursday, 13th 
March, of Mr. Joseph Pears, formerly of Penrith* one of 
the oldest and best-known veterinary surgeons in Cum¬ 
berland. Deceased, who was in his 91st year, obtained 
his certificate in 1860, and commenced practice in the 
Penrith district. At the time of the dread cattle plague 
(Rinderpest), which ravaged the country in 1866, he 
was one of the chief veterinary inspectors for Cumber¬ 
land and Westmorland ; he also took a prominent part 
in helping to stamp out outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease. He served a year as President of the Border 
Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association, and in 1889 
was appointed veterinary inspector for the Penrith 
Urban District. Some years ago he took into partner 
ship his son-in-law, Mr. T. Bowlas, Penrith, and 
practically retired from active professional work in 1907, 
Mr. Pears celebrated his golden wedding in 1911, and 
his wife died in January last. 
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Broken Wind. 

Some useful discussion of this subject took place 
at the recently reported meeting of the V.M.A. of 
Ireland. Not a little information was gained ; and 
the important truth that we have yet much to learn 
regarding broken wind itself, the methods of tem¬ 
porarily concealing its symptoms, and the still more 
imperfectly understood conditions which may occa¬ 
sionally be mistaken for it, was well brought out. 

There has always been much mystery about the 
raetiee of “ setting ” or ‘‘ stilling ” broken winded 
orses. Probably there are still some clinicians 
who doubt its possibility, and perhaps a few who 
even deny it. Most, however, are now agreed that 
the thing can be done; but many are more or less 
vague as to the methods of doing it. We have now 
more assured scientific information on the subject 
than we once had; but there is still much to be 
learned. 

Reitsitz’s experiments at Budapest have shown 
us one method of “setting” and given us some 
hints for its detection. We now know that the 
administration of leaves, roots, or seeds of plants 
containing atropine will effectively “ still ” broken- 
winded horses, reduce the frequency of respiration, 
and also abolish its double period and forced char¬ 
acter. The affect appears after fifteen minutes and 
lasts a whole day, after which the dyspnea returns 
with increased severity. Other effects of this 
method are that the horse shows dilatation of the 
pupils (and sometimes visual disturbances also), a 
considerable increase of the pulse-rate, and, in the 
first hours after the administration of the drug, 
great dryness of the buccal mnoous membrane. 
The mouth is usually rubbed with fat to mask the 
last symptom. These points are valuable for the 
detection of this particular method ; but we do not 
know whether it is as common in the United 
Kingdom as on the Continent. 

Numerous other agents are known or believed to 
be used for the same purpose, Shot, fat, laudanum 
antimony, and aconite are examples; and another, 
the combination of paraffin and linseed oil, mentioned 
atthe Irish meeting, is perhaps not so widely known. 
Some of these are probably more or less effective, 
and all may be; but it is doubtful whether any 
would be so easy to detect clinically as the atropine 
method. It is difficult to understand how some of 
them can produce whatever effects they have upon 
the condition ; and the difficulty is increased by our 
lack of knowledge as to the pathology of the disease 
and the mechanism of the production of its symp¬ 
toms. The commonly accepted view— an old one, 
regards tbe pathology as that of chronic pulmonary 
emphysema; but there is much evidence to make us 
doubt whether that explanation covers every case. 


Probably most clinicians who have thought much 
upon the subject agree with the opinion expressed 
at the Irish meeting— that more than one patho¬ 
logical condition may cause tbe characteristic symp¬ 
toms, and that these are commonly classed together 
as “ broken wind.” The question next arises 
whether all or any of the various “ setting ” methods 
are equally effective in all oases ; for that they are 
so is by means a certainty. Almost every point 
connected with broken wind requires further and 
systematic investigation. Some of the work could 
only be properly carried out by pathologists; but a 
great deal, including the most important practical 
question of the effect of drugs upon the symptoms,, 
could quite well be done by olinioians. 

This subject suggests amusing reflections to those, 
who remember the dogmatism of some practitioners 
of old days. As a rule, no case is easier of diagnosis, 
than a well developed one of broken wind ; and on that 
account many “ practical men” have been able to per¬ 
suade themselves that they know all about it. Yet, if we 
examine the extent of our present knowledge of this clas¬ 
sic disease, we find that in reality there are few animal 
ailments which are at once so widely recognised and so 
little understood. 


No^al College of 
iPetertnarp Surgeons. 


Examination Committee. 

A Special Meeting of the Examination Committee 
was held at 10, Red Lion Square, on Friday, March 21st, 
mainly for the purpose of dealing with applications from 
ex-service students and other matters. 

The President reported the arrangement which had 
been arrived at with the Ministry'of Labour with regard 
to the award of Maintenance and Training grants for 
Veterinary students. The Veterinary Profession has 
now been placed with other professions for which train¬ 
ing grants can be made in ail approved cases, without 
further reference as to the suitability of the Profession 
as a sphere of training. 

Applications from ex-service Officers and men, both 
those whose course of study has been interrupted, and 
those who desire to commence the course, must be made 
out on Army Form Z 15, which can be obtained from 
tbe District Directorates of the Ministry of Labour, 
Appointments Department. A space marked “ Training 
Requiredis provided on the back of the form, and the 
applicant must state here his claim for financial assis¬ 
tance, in order to enable him to complete the course fqr 
the diploma of M.R.C.V.S. The form must then be sent 
to the District Directorate for the applicant's home dis¬ 
trict, from where it will be transmitted to the Grants 
Committee, Ministry of Labour, and it is hoped that in 
urgent cases a decision will be arrived at without much 
delay. 

A full report of the meeting will be presented to the 
Council at the Quarterly Meeting in April. 
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THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
(National V.M.A.— Southirn Branch). 

A meeting was held at 10, Red Lion Square, W.C., on 
Thursday, March 6th, Prof. Wooldridge io»the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been con¬ 
firmed, Mr. J. B. Buxton asked permission to make a 
statement. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Willett seconded by Mr. 
Slocock, Mr. Buxton was allowed to make the following 
reference to; the criticism of Sir John M’Fadyean which 
bad appeared in the veterinary press with regard to his 
paper on “ Coccidiosis in the Rabbit ” read at the last 
meeting of the Society 

Mr. President and Gentlemen— I should like, with 
your permission, to make a brief reference to a criticism 
which h&8 appeared in the Veterinary Press of my 
communication to this society on “Coccidiosis in the 
Rabbit.” The criticism was furnished by Sir John 
M’Fadyean, who took upon himself “a very uncongenial 
task,” lest readers abroad should infer that “ the study 
of coccidiosis in this country has been sadly neglected.” 
It is not necessary or proper that I should inflict upon 
you my personal feelings with regard to the attitude 
which it has pleased Sir John to adopt, and I therefore 
confine myself to the mere mention and, if you wish, 
explanation of the various points which were raised. I 
owe this to you and also to myself. 

When I compiled these few notes my intention was to 
summarise well known facts, facts which were presum¬ 
ably known to many of you who were present, and 
moreover facts which could be verified by reference to 
almost any text book on bacteriology. 

This-applies to the life history of the parasite, an 
exhaustive description of the various phases of which, 
however, I did not profess to enter into, and hence my 
suggestion that “some knowledge of the manner of re¬ 
production was essential.” This summarising and also 
possibly a certain looseness of expression of which I may 
have been guilty, appear to have laid me open to criti¬ 
cism. It was however practically an impossibility for 
any man possessing such a knowledge of the subject, as 
Sir John undoubtedly does, to have innocently misread 
those, statements. The first impression which was cre¬ 
ated in my mind by Sir John’s letter was that the views 
he held concerning this disease differed from those 
Usually expressed and mentioned by me. 

In reply to my letter however Sir John accused me of 
dishonesty in forming this opinion and again of a lack 
of knowledge of the subject. If there has been any dis¬ 
honesty of action or thought— I submit that I certainly 
am not the guilty party. When I said that under cer¬ 
tain conditions “ the oocysts divide into two and then 
into four spherical bodies called sporoblasts,” I may 
have been guilty of Borne looseness of expression. Had 
I said that there was a double nuclear division and four 
extrusions of the cell protoplasm which later became 
four spherical bodies called sporoblasts, I should per¬ 
haps not have laid myself open to such a virulent attack 
on that particular point. 

‘Lest however, my original rendering should be consi¬ 
dered a criminal misrepresentation of the actual facts 
I would refer you to Prof. Hutchins statement (Practical 
Bacteriology, Microbiology and Serum Therapy p. 762.) 

“If a number of oocysts be placed in a few drops of 
sterile water in a Koch’s cell and kept at a temperature 
ofT5-18 *C their contents will be seen in the course of 
two to three days to divide into two and later into four 
email spheres or sporoblasts.” 

With regard to my statement that “if a rabbit ingests 
such a cyst the wall becomes dissolved and the sporo¬ 
cysts aie liberated, these in turn rupture and set free 
the sporozoites,” and Sir John’s criticism that “since the 
publication of Metzner’s observations it has been known 


that the wall of the oocysts does not become dissolved, 
that the sporocysts do not bursty and that the liberation 
of the sporozoites takes place without either of these 
things happening.” Since Sir John has definitely stated 
that his criticism is based upon accepted facts it is rn- 
necessary for me to mention differences of opinion which 
are held to-day by protozoologists regarding Metzner’s 
observations, and I will therefore confine myself ty the 
statements made m existing text books, and on this 
ground I contend that Sir John’s criticism is the merest 
quibble. 

Sir John has undoubtedly observed this phenomenon 
and he knows that as a result of the action of the 
duodenal juice, or even of commercial preparations of 
trypsin, upon the ripe cysts the sporozoites break and 
wriggle through the membrane covering the somewhat 
conical end of the sporocysts and leave the oocyst 
through the membrane at the flattened pole which has 
presumably been prepared by the action of the duodenal 
juice. 

The method of expressing this phenomenon varies but 
little. Hutyra u. Marek (Spizielle Pathologic und Ther- 
apie der Haustiere page 716) state that “After the 
ingestion of the oocyBts the outer case is dissolved 
(Aufgeloat) by the digestive juices more particularly the 
pancreatic juice.” 

HutchenB says (p. 762) “ the capsule is digested and 
the sporocysts are set free.” Buchanan (Veterinary 
Bicteriology) describes the formation of the sporozoites 
and their “liberation by a rupture of the cyst.” It 
appears to me therefore that it is quite unnecessary for 
Sir John to have laboured this point. Sir John cannot 
be reproached for his adverse ctiticism of my drawing, 
since my statement that it was a rough representation 
of the life cycle of a coccidium was not published. 

Sir John said further—“ Mr. Buxton evidently does 
not know that macrogametes do not possess a micropyle, 
the thing so named being only seen in the oocyst.” Tbia 
is a most unwarrantable assumption. It is strange in 
view of this statement that Prof. Hutchens (p. 763) 
describing the structure of the macrogametes says “ the 
granulations pass to the periohery, fuse and form an 
enveloping membrane, pierced at one end by an orifice, 
the micropyle.” I am perfectly well aware that the thin 
portion of the membrane covering the flattened pole of 
the oocyst is called a micropyle and I am also aware that 
a similar spot on the wall of the sporocyst receives the 
same name although Sir John fails to mention this fact 
and indeed says “ the thing so named (the micropyle) 
being only seen in the oocyst.” If he doubts my state¬ 
ment I would refer him to Kolle in Wassermann(Hand- 
buch dir Pathogenen Mikro-organismmen Bd 7 p. 716.) 

Sir John challenges the statement that “a single male 
element penetrates the female cell at the micropyle, 
which then closes.” I stated what I believe to be an 
accepted fact. I have not observed this fertilisation 
process myself, probably Sir John has been more 
fortunate. 

The following is a translation from Hutyra u. Marek 
(page 517.) “After the numerous microgametes become 
free they penetrate (eindringen) the macrogametes 
fertilise them” and the following translation is from 
Kolle and Wassermann (p.715). “A microgamete enters 
a macrogamete as in the case of E. Schubergi and the 
nucleii coalesce, while the penetration of the other 
microgametes is prevented by the excretion of a slimy 
substance,” (page 713) “ the microgametes swarm round 
macrogamete and one of them enters a protuberance for 
its reception after which a membrane forms upon the 
surface.” Hutchens states (p. 764) “the mature macro- 
gamete attracts the microgamete by cbemiotactic influ¬ 
ences, a single microgamete penetrates the female cell at 
the micropyle and as soon as it has passed into the 
macrogamete the micropyle closes behind.it.” .. 
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Further comment is unnecessary. Sir John contends 
thAt my description of the lesions is “equally in¬ 
accurate.” 

He asserts that “ Abscesses are never formed in the 
liver in cases of coccidiosis in the rabbit.” Such a 
quibble is unworthy of Sir John. These areas are com¬ 
monly referred to clinically as abscesses, although they 
might more properly be described as abscess-like cysts. 

Lastly, Sir John states that “ the bile ducts do not 
become more branched and the connective tissue does 
not become hypertrophied, nor does it produce either 
venous congestion or atropny.” 

I am still of the opinion that these changes may occur 
and in support of my contention 1 may quote Ostertag 
(Hand-book of Meat Inspection (p. 522.) “Later, a 
marked hyperplasia of the epithelia and a papillary pro¬ 
liferation of the bile ducts arise, so that these structures 
do not represent simple canals, but much-branched 
cavities.” Jordan, in his General Bacteriology (p. 461) 
says u in these animals (i.e. rabbits) it evokes cirrhotic 
changes and other chronic inflammatory processes.” 
Again, according to Wasielewski, quoted by Kolle and 
WassermanD, the liver becomes enlarged up to one-sixth 
of the body weight, instead of one-twentieth which is 
the average. Hutchens states (p. 760) “ The biliary 
canals are dilated and the connective tissue hyper¬ 
trophied, compressing the blood vessels and leading to 
atrophy of the liver substance.” Many pathologists of 
repute appear therefore to be of the opinion that such 
changes may occur. 

Gentlemen, that is all I have to say. I leave you to 
form your own opinion as to whether I have misled you, 
have been dishonest, or have shown a lack of knowledge 
of the subject—of all of which actions I have been 
accused—or whether £ have been wronged. It seems to 
me to be regrettable that Sir John should have consid¬ 
ered it necessary to employ a howitzer for the purpose 
of wounding a sparrow. 

Fellows Present. The .following Fellows signed the 
attendance book, Messrs G. P. Male, H. D. Jones, H. 
King, J. B. Buxton, H. J. Parkin, J'. W. McIntosh, J. 
Willett, F. W. Willett, S. H. Slocock, W. N. Thompson, 
G. Upton, W. Perryman, Prof. J. Macqueen, Capt. J. F. 
Macdonald, R.A.V.C., and Capt. J. T. Angwin, b.a.v.c. 
Visitors, Dr. R. T. Leiper, and Capt. Higgins. r.a.v.c. 

Correspondence. Letters were received from Messrs 
W. S. King, F. G. Samson, T. S. Price and N. Almond, 
regretting their inability to be present. 

Nominations . The following gentlemen were nomi¬ 
nated and will come up for election at the next meeting, 
Mr. Herbert Cyril Price King and Capt. Higgins r.a.v.c. 

Morbid Specimens. 

Dr. Leiper, who attended the meeting at the 
President’s invitation, produced specimens which he 
said he thought would be interesting to the members, 
particularly since the last discussion had concerned some 
of the diseases of the rabbit, He had noticed that in 
the discussion on Mr. Buxton’s paper at the last meeting 
one of the speakers had referred to a condition in the 
rabbit which was apparently not due to coccidiosis but 
which might be of bacterial origin. During the last 
year there nad been a great deal of public interest in the 
rabbit, and there had been a great mortality among rab¬ 
bits. During the summer a large number of rabbits es¬ 
pecially young ones, had been sent to him suffering from 
diseases of the liver which were supposed to be due to 
“globe” worms. He had found that a great number of 
these young rabbits had died of coccidiosis, but towards 
the end of September another condition began to appear. 
In older rabbits which were supposed to have died of 
coccidiosis, he could not find lesions of that disease. The 
—all intestine was intensely inflamed and congested— 

i 


so markedly so that at first he had written to one or two 
correspondents and had said that he did not know the 
cause of death. There were no worms and there were no 
coccidia, and he feared that perhaps the matter was due 
to bad feeding; and he had directed the people to con¬ 
sult local veterinary experts or the subject. He after¬ 
wards found that that intense inflamation of the intes¬ 
tine was in many cases associated with an extraordinary 
“pepper-and-salt” appearance in the liver and also in 
the spleen, that the lungs were sometimes consolidated, 
and that it was really a septicaemia, and the specimens 
when fresh showed the little abscesses and necrotic areas 
very plainly. This septicaemia of rabbits had practically 
displaced the coccidia as a rabbit disease since the be¬ 
ginning of the winter. The spleen was extraordinarily 
enlarged. In some cases the small intestine, instead of 
being congested, was actually necrotic and of a wash- 
leather colour. The disease also attacked old rabbits. 
Quite large healthy rabbits succumbed in a few days. 
He had received specimens from all parts of the country. 
The following symptoms had been described by a lady 
correspondent, who was a very good and accurate obser¬ 
ver, and who took a great interest *in bacteriological 
work. During the summer she had reared a lot of rab¬ 
bits for distribution, and had had big losses with coccid¬ 
iosis ; latterly she had noticed that the symptoms were 
not the same in all cases and had asked him to look into 
the matter. She wrote “ The symptoms are the same in 
each case—first an attack of violent diarrhoea, which 
goes off in a day or two, followed at varying intervals by 
loss of appetite, extreme dulness of appearance and 
behaviour. The victims of coccidiosis, on the other 
hand, have excellent appetites up to the last, and gen¬ 
erally die very suddenly, the only outward previous 
symptoms being more or less wasting, and in the case of 
youngsters retarded growth.” Professor Hewlett had 
kindly examined the preparations, and had reported 
that the lesions were due to “ one of the rabbit septi¬ 
caemias.” It was very similar to plague but there were 
some cultural differences. 

The specimens exhibited by Dr. Leiper consisted of 
portions of liver, spleen, and intestines of an affected 
rabbit, and also microscopic sections of the lesions. 

The President remarked that he did not remember 
having ever met with the condition, although he had 
seen quite a lot of diseased rabbits during the past year. 
He had had, however, very few submitted to him during 
the winter; he did not recall having bad one in the past 
three months. He thought Mr. Thompson had been 
responsible for bringing the matter forward. He thank¬ 
ed Dr. Leiper for having exhibited the specimens. 

Mr. Thompson said the cases which he had referred 
to were those which had occurred in cavies. In that 
instance, he could not find anything on post-mortem 
but enteritis, and he had since come to the conclusion 
that that had probably been due from bedding them on 
sawdust with cresote, because all those cases had arisen 
the day after they had been re-bedded with fresh saw- 
dust, or rather, with sawdust taken from wood which 
had been impregnated with cresote. The other organs 
were perfectly healthy, and the cavies showed no 
evidence at all of illness until 3 hours before they were 
dead. The deaths occured at different times, and there 
seemed to be no connection between the three occur¬ 
rences, and there had been only one affected on each 
occasion. 

Mr. Male remarked that the lesions rather resembled 
those of bacterial necrosis which affected a very large 
number of animals. 

Dr. Leiper said he personally could not pretend to 
give an expert view about the matter. If any fellow 
of the Society was interested in the matter he would be 
glad to hand over the material , 
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THE SITUATION OF VETERINARY POLITICS. 

By Mr. J. W. McIntosh, m.r.c.v.s., f.r.s.k. , * 

Mr. McIntosh said that having yielded to the philo¬ 
sophical persuasion of the Secretary, he found himself 
in the rather perilous position of opening the discussion 
on “ the situation of veterinary politics. There could 
be no question as to the importance of the political 
aspect of the veterinary profession. The war happily 
was ended, and although it had brought much material 
and mental suffering, it had aroused the world into a 
state of national activity. It had opened up fresh 
avenues of fresh thought and action, and it hehoved the 
veterinary profession and all organisations to see that 
they were in the van of progress. He would endeavour 
to put before the Society as far as time allowed a few 
points which, in his opinion, retarded progress and 
efficiency in a scientific sense and also those which raised 
or depressed the profession in popular esteem. Those 
of the members who had seen a little, thought a little, 
and felt more, must have observed the absence, in this 
country at any jate, of any tangible reward for purely 
scientific merit and scientific work. There was no ex¬ 
ternal inducement to real exertion. What was the 
reason 1 He would ask the members for the moment to 
lose sight of minor points, amiable weaknesses and 
individual peculiarities, and ask themselves the question, 
whence had they come and whither were they going ? 
Did they as a body occupy that position in the scientific 
and social world which they ought to occupy, and if not, 
why not 1 Were they content to run along on the old 
lines, and adopt a “ wait and see ” policy ? Surely not. 

He thought the first and perhaps the most important 
int was their position from the educational standpoint, 
as the public aware that veterinary education in this 
country was almost entirely a matter of private enter¬ 
prise, and did it fully realise the consequent insecurity 
of its foundation ? Practcally every department of 
education had been made matters of national concern, 
whilst the veterinary profession, which played such 
an important part in maintaining the life and wealth of 
the nation, was almost in a state of bankpuptcy. Surely 
the profession had established a claim on the public 
purse. Unless the veterinary colleges were properly 
subsidised there was a probability of a breakdown in 
the whole present scheme of teaching. The position 
was seriouB, and if something is not done to foster the 
the progress of veterinary education and veterinary re¬ 
search, the profession is bound to suffer, and as a result 
the country. 

The next point was the profession’s position so far as 
Government recognition and employment were con¬ 
cerned. Was the profession to remain as a graded 
division of agriculture 1 At present it found itself sub¬ 
servient to laymen and others who enjoyed privileges 
which undoubtedly the veterinary profession was en¬ 
titled to. Were they to submit to the dictum of other 
departments, lay or expert ? No other man, profession¬ 
al or lay, could possibly take the place of the trained 
expert m veterinary matters, and the profession and the 
public should see to it that he did not. It might be 
claimed that the duties of an inspector under the Con¬ 
tagious Diseases (Animals) Acts were inseparable from 
those of agriculture. But were they ? Who said so ? 
Not the profession, he thought. The only duties they 
had in common were those of watching over the interests 
of the stock owners and the welfare of the public. 
Circumstances would arise where consultations might 
be necessary, but each would have his duties to attend 
to. For an agricultural expert or any other expert to 
control or supervise the work of veterinary surgeons 
was injurious to the best interests of the country. The 
Chief Veterinary Officer ought to be the head of his 
department, and directly responsible for the work of his 
department to a Minister of the Crown. 


A word about the New Ministry of Health Bill. 
There was little doubt that if properly constituted and 
honestly administered it ought to be productive of the 
greatest good. Were the profession sufficiently alert and 
watchful with regard to their interests in that direction? 
It had to be noted that the sister profession was care¬ 
fully watching the progress of that Bill, but he was 
unaware of any action on the part of the veterinary pro¬ 
fession. It was possible that the Council might be 
doing something in the matter. If so it was a pity that 
more publicity was not given to their deliberations and 
findings. If the profession was to negotiate effectively 
with regard to State recognition and employment they 
must organise on a solid and democratic basis, and if 
they were to enforce their rights and independence they 
must take no subvervient position. They were quite 
entitled to enter into a compact for that purpose and to 
counsel all members of the profession to join together 
and withhold their services—if there was no other way 
of obtaining redress and of drawing public attention to 
their grievances : in other words, they must strike. 

Another point which was exercising the minds of 
many was the question of part-time inspectors. The 
present system of appointing certain men for certain 
districts was, in his opinion, most unfair. It was not 
economic, and it was not calculated to bring about the 
best results. Unless it was clearly shown that a man 
was incompetent, every veterinary surgeon ought to be 
in a position to carry out the work connected with his 
own clients. He saw no reason why that man should 
not be in the same position as a medical man. Surely 
the profession did not consist of such a degraded lot that 
only a man here and there could be found capable of 
carrying out work of this kind. It was distinctly unfair 
that a country practitioner should have a neighbouring 
practitioner come to his clients to carry out the provisions 
of the Order. It gave that neighbouring practitioner an 
air of superiority in the eyes of the public—a sort of 
stamp of approval, as it were, by the local authority of 
the district. He was in favour, therefore, of doing away 
entirely with the part-time inspector, and appointing 
whole-time veterinary officers. 

Might he venture to criticise for a moment the con¬ 
stitution and policy of the Council. He was sure every¬ 
body appreciated very highly the efforts of the Council. 
They dia their best according to their lights, if their best 
was not good enough the profession had perfect right to 
say so. He had had some experience of public life and 
he knew what a thankless tasx it was, but any man who 
served in a public capacity, or in a semi-public capacity, 
must be prepared for criticism. It is only right that he 
should be criticised ; it was a healthy sign of the times, 
and it was productive of good. So long as criticism did 
not descend to personalities, it was perfectly fair and 
reasonable—in fact he thought that the man who had 
never been criticised had done nothing worth remember¬ 
ing. It appears to him that the Council as at present 
constituted, was not sufficiently democratic. It was not 
sufficiently representative of the general body of the 
profession. Its policy seemed too much taken up with 
examinations, etc., and too little taken up with the 
scientific status and welfare of the profession itself. He 
was inclined to agree with the expressed view that the 
veterinary schools were over-represented. That was 
partly due to the fact that there were too many schools, 
and to the present system of elections. He thought to 
remedy the matter and to rouse the interests of the 
general body of practitioners was to have district 
representation. Why was it two-thirds of the profession 
took no interest at all in the work of the Council; simply 
because the present system of electing representatives 
was neither satisfactory nor equitable, and the mqority 
of the Council were unknown to the profession. Some 
years ago he allowed his name to go forward as a candi¬ 
date for Council honours. He had been generously 
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referred to (at that time) as a man unknown outside his 
own parish. Well, he contended that the man who was 
honourably known in his own parish and who had the 
respect and confidence of those around him was a man 
who was likely to carry with him into the Council 
chamber the interest of that district, and in that way the 
interest of the whole profession would be directly and 
democratically represented. 

What was being done to watch the interests of their 
“Colonial Colleagues?’ 1 He was rather afraid very 
little. It was only right that such men should have a 
representative on the Council—not necessarily a colonial, 
but a representative elected by them, who would be able 
to submit their grievances, if any, and watch their inter¬ 
ests. The conditions prevailing in the Colonies were 
not identical, therefore direct knowledge would be valu¬ 
able. 

He was not quite sure whether he agreed with the 
system of a man being elected to the Council for four 
years—he thought it too long. 

Another point which he would like to mention was 
that of Fellows only being eligible as examiners. Surely 
no one seriously contended that a Fellow was any more 

S '^sd to act as an examiner than a member. It 
be open to the whole profession to apply for ex- 
aminerships, and appointments made on their merits. 

Then there was a question very near to all of them in 
connection with demobilisation. It was beyond question 
that the home-coming of officers who had served several 
years in the Army would be fraught with many difficult¬ 
ies, both financial and professional. Those difficulties 
would vary according as to whether the man had been 
previously in practice or whether his civilian career lay 
before him. In the former case it would depend! upon 
the kind of practice in which he had been engaged. No 
two cases could be quite alike, but the man who had a 
whole-time appointment awaiting his return, and the 
man whose interests had been safeguarded by an active 
partner needed little or no assistance. On the other 
nand, many a single-handed general practitioner might 
be looking forward with dread to beginning life again as 
the result of his prolonged absence. All know how 
elusive the goodwill of a private practice is. Even 
the utmost loyalty of their colleagues would not 
avail to keep together a man’s clientele during four or 
five years’ absence. Everybody would sympathise with 
a man who had given up everything to risk his life for 
his conntry, and it behoved everybody in the profession, 
in every possible way, to help in re-establishing those 
men to rise again to at least their pre-war level. Some 
members were already attributing loss of practice to the 
negligence, or worse, of their colleagues who had re¬ 
mained at home. That might be true in a few cases, but 
he would refuse to believe it of the general body of 
practitioners. In conclusion he urged the members to 
Keep together and whilst each one might have his bias 
or tendency of thought, all had a common interest in the 
profession and ought, no matter how little it might be— 
even moral support is helpful—to contribute their mite 
to the treasury of knowledge, and so far as it lay in their 
power help to advance the interests of the profession to 
which they belonged. There must be no spasmodic 
effort. A united front and persistent effort—with no 
turning back, is what is wanted. If our position has 
been unsatisfactory in the past, do not let us be deprived 
of the future and “ If at first we don’t succeed, tiy, try, 
and try again. 

Mr. Upton desired to know how it was possible to 
legislate for a profession which had no legal locus standi. 
He viewed the matter from the point of view of the 
general practitioner, who was entirely dependent on the 
charity of stock-owners (murmurs of dissent). Mr. Mc¬ 
Intosh might say that the profession ought to do this, 
that, and the other, but they had no hold on their clients j 


or on the country. Were they justified in creating pro¬ 
fessional agitation when a quack could take their posi¬ 
tions ? At present the profession did not attract men of 
birth and education. He had had it thrown up against 
him that his position in life as a veterinary surgeon was 
not good enough. Parents and guardians who placed 
their children or wards into a profession expected to get 
a return for their expenditure in the matter. Tne 
Diploma of the Royal College was not a guarantee of a 
living to the general practitioner. The training of the 
colleges did not altogether fit a man to earn his living. 
The profession was in the ccondition in which it was 50 
years ago. It might be run as a side-line to a forge, or 
a farm, or a publican’s business, but for a man to depend 
on it for a living he had to run it with something else. 
Under such circumstances was it to be expected that 
men of birth and education would be attracted into the 
profession ? 

Mr. Male said he heartily agreed with and endorsed 
most of Mr. McIntosh’s speech ; but Mr. McIntosh had 
only dealt with one side of the question of part-time 
inspectors. As a part-time inspector himself, he (the 
speaker) might be allowed to put the other side of the 
question. The general idea seemed to be that if an 
inspector went to another man’s client, t)iat client 
immediately put his arms round the inspector’s neck 
and adopted him as his veterinary surgeon. That was 
uot the case. The fact was exactly the opposite. He 
would take swine fever as an example. Tne inspector 
had to attend the pigs usually Delonging to a small 
holder, and probably did not see the owner at all. The 
inspector had to put the owner under restrictions, kill 
his pigs, do all sorts of things which the man objected 
to, and he never wanted to see the inspector’s face 
again. Then in cases of mange, the probability was 
that the local inspector would not be called in. The 
owner would prefer to employ another veterinary sur¬ 
geon. He (the speaker) had experienced that if a man 
had a horse which had symptoms of mange he would 
employ someone else than the local inspector to examine 
it, in the hopes that he would not find it necessary to call 
it a case of mange, and be put under restrictions and 
stop the work of the horse. The local inspector was the 
last man to be called in. 

With regard to the finances of the profession, he did 
think it was absolutely deplorable that they had got 
into the condition in which they were. Some time ago 
he had gone round to one of the colleges, a college which 
was well known all over the world, for its good work, 
and for the splendid men who had taught there, and 
he had found that the teachers worked under most de¬ 
pressing conditions. They were very poorly paid, the 
laboratories were in a wretched condition, the appliances 
were not half what were required, and they had not the 
examples wherewith to teach the students. That was 
in a country which boasted of being the finest agricul¬ 
tural country in the world. The financial position of 
the Royal College was equally bad, or worse, and was fast 
going towards bankruptcy. Could not something be 
done ? He did not know whether it was the fault of the 
Council. He had the greatest respect for the Council. 
He believed they did what they could, but surely there 
must be some way out of it. The veterinary profession 
was a very small one, and could not depena on the 
fees of the students to keep the education of the 
students up to the proper standard. Therefore it must 
have State aid for its colleges. Whether it was the 
duty of the Council to see to that or not he did not 
know, or whether they were trying to do it he did not 
know. If it was not the duty of the Council, then it 
must devolve upon the members to educate the public 
and to educate agriculturists, to the interests of the 
profession. Agriculture had been promised help for re¬ 
search work, and he did hope they all would do their 
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best to obtain sufficient funds for the veterinary pro¬ 
fession,'so that its students could be educated properly, 
and its lecturers and scientists paid equitably so that 
advance could be made accordingly. 

Prof. Macqueen said he was exceedingly disappointed 
with Mr. McIntosh’s remarks. Mr. McIntosh had men¬ 
tioned some five or six points which apparently he re¬ 
garded as grievances, but he had not suggested a single { 
remedy. He did not even give a concrete case to support 
his grievances. What suggestions did Mr. McIntosh 
make except generalities which any man in the street 
cbuld utter without knowledge of the profession ? What 
was the present undercurrent of unrest in the profession? 
Was it a veterinary variety of Bolshevism ? He (Prof. 
Macqueen) should say from his observations during the 
last few months that the spiritual home of that variety 
of Bolshevism was in Reading, and that the first gas 
shell had been sent over by his friend Mr. John Willett 
in December last. Since then there had been a few 
further attempts made to stir up agitation about the 
welfare of the profession, but the indictment had never 
got beyond generalities. He had not heard or read since 
the agitation began of a single well supported complaint 
regarding the welfare of the profession. The veterinary 
profession no doubt had suffered, and was suffering, like 
every other calling, and it was bound to suffer, but the 
remedy lay with the individual. It was useless to ap¬ 
peal to the Council. The Council had no power to look 
after the welfare of the members of the profession. It 
looked after education, and the conduct of the profession, 
but it had no means of supplying brains and ability, 
perseverance and assiduity. That was altogether out¬ 
side its province, and for members to indulge in innuen¬ 
does. insinuations and general complaints against the 
Council was a waste of time, and it was worse than that, 
it was most ungrateful after the period through which 
the profession and the Council in particular had passed. 
Instead of grumbling round a table, members would be 
better employed in promoting a testimonial to the pres¬ 
ent President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surg¬ 
eons, Mr Garnett. There had never been a better 
President, and no man in the profession had devoted 
himself so continuously and energetically to its interests. 

Mr. McIntosh said there had been no personal attack 
made upon Mr. Garnett. 

Prof. M acqueen said he did not say there was any 
personal attack. There was a general complaint about 
the constitution and policy of the Royal College of Vet¬ 
erinary Surgeons. He maintained there was no ground 
for complaining about the behaviour of the Council. 
The only remark of Mr. McIntosh’s with which he agreed 
vu in reference to district representation. There was 
no doubt that if the profession as a whole was dissatis¬ 
fied with the present members of the Council, the proper 
method was to return men who would give them satis¬ 
faction. How was that to be obtained ? If it could not 
be obtained under the present Charters or Regulations 
of the Royal College, there was no power to enforce dis¬ 
trict representation. But there would never be what 
might be called a popular Council until the electors 
were able to return District representatives. 

Then a complaint had been made with regard to 
Government recognition and Government grants. Did 
Pot the’Government grant something to the colleges at 
the present time ? (“ Very little.”) Was not there some¬ 
thing more than an ordinary grant given to the Dick 
College? Was not there a grant given to the Glasgow 
College ? What about the Irish school, which was said 
to be under Civil Service regulations ? Was not it en¬ 
tirely a Government institution. Was not that Govern¬ 
ment recognition ? What was wanted was a little more 
of that recognition, but he failed to see how any alter¬ 
ation was going to be brought about by simply shouting 
at 3 the Council. What was required was propaganda 


work. The members of the profession must be stirred 
up. Something had been said about educating the pub¬ 
lic. That was a very old-fashioned wheexe. The pro¬ 
fession might try to educate the public, but it must first 
of all induce its members to take an interest in itself. 
Mr. McIntosh had acknowledged that two-thirds of the 
rofession took no sort of interest in its welfare, and 
ow were they going to be altered in this respect except 
by propaganda work ? 

With regard to the point that only Fellows could be 
appointed examiners, he believed the main reason for 
that was not because of any supposed distinction in 
brain power, but because of a belief that it might induce 
members to become Fellows. It had been thought that 
by restricting the appointment of examiners to Fellows 
it might induce more men to take the degree. The 
origin of the-Fellowship was brought about by financial 
anxiety and only partly by a desire for a higher diploma. 

He saw no reason for any very extraordinary agitation 
regarding the welfare of the profession, and certainly he 
saw no ground for attributing its present state to the 
Council, or hoping for its improvement from any action 
on the part of that body, unless its powers were enlarged, 
and that involved a new Charter, which would cost 
money. The profession would not be able to get much 
done by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in its. 
straitened circumstances. There was however, another 
body which might have far more influence in the matter 
of monetary improvement, and that was the National 
Veterinary Association. But that Association appar¬ 
ently was not much better than any other association 
in connection with the profession. Its membership was 
too small. To the last day there would never be 
unanimity in the veterinary profession. It was a pro¬ 
fession with its initial too near the end ef the alphaoet. 
It was too close to X Y Z, and it would always remain 
in a condition of uncertainty. 

Mr. J. Willett said he had every respect for the 
members of the Council, but as a whole they kept the 
profession too much in the dark. It was the secrecy of 
the Council which had caused and was causing the un¬ 
rest in the profession at the present time. They might 
be moving in regard to the Public Health Bill, and 
watching the profession’s interests, but the ordinary 
members were quite in the dark about it. It was time 
to abolish that system. The members wanted to know 
was being done. The sister profession was going strong¬ 
ly ahead, and would probably be strong enough to carry 
what they wanted. The question was, was the veterin¬ 
ary profession strong enough to go to the Ministry of 
Public Health and demand to have a part in it '( He 
would like to know what the Board of Agriculture had 
done for the veterinary profession. He ventured to say 
that the profession had done far more for the Board of 
Agriculture. He quite agreed with Mr. McIntosh that 
the time had come when there should be a veterinary 
officer of health for every county. He strongly main¬ 
tained that the veterinary surgeon’s place should be in 
the Public Health Department, and not under the Board 
of Agriculture. Providing that veterinary officers of the 
Board of Agriculture still remained, they should be di¬ 
rectly responsible to the Minister of the Crown, and not 
subjected to lay control. He also fully agreed with the 
idea of district representation, and he would like to see 
the Charter altered so that district representation could 
be brought into effect. He also agreed that it should be 
open to members of the profession to be examiners. If 
it was such a high honour to become a Fellow, why were 
not some of the profession’s most able and scientific men 
Fellows of the R.C V.S. ? The Principals of the majority 
of the colleges were not Fellows. Then the Council in 
view of the repatriation of men should form an Intelli¬ 
gence Department. 
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The President said that such a Department had been 
formed. 

Mr. Willett said he knew there was a Register kept 
at the R.O. V.8. for exchange and purchase of practices, 
also as to vacancies for assistants, but he had more in 
his mind that Colonial appointments might be dealt 
with by an Intelligence Bureau where candidates might 
be informed as to prospects and cost of living. With 
regard to Mr. Upton's pessimistic remarks, he (the spea¬ 
ker ) would reply that the status of the profession de¬ 
pended on each individual, and as a man made his bed 
so he must lie. If a man was worthy of respect in the 
professional capacity he would get it. The locus standi 
of the general practitioner was determined by the indi¬ 
vidual himself. 

Mr. Slocock said that he was one of those who saw a 
bright opening for the profession. During the time he 
had beeD connected with it the profession had gone ahead 
very considerably, and if it continued to go forward at 
the same rate of progress he did not think there would 
be anything to be disappointed about. The total earn¬ 
ings of the members of tbe profession in the year prece¬ 
ding the war would compare very favourably witn any 
period during the existence of the profession. He 
believed the tetal individual earnings at the present time 
would show a great increase on any previous earnings, 
and he believed future amounts would exceed even the 
present earnings. There were many openings in the 
profession at the present time which aid not exist a few 
years ago, and new ones would ever be created. The 
standing of the profession depended a great deal on the 
individual. The working of the profession by the Coun¬ 
cil could be carried out much more easily if the Council 
were in possession of funds. If the Bill which enabled 
the College to make each member pay a guinea went 
through, it would place the Council in funds, and create 
more interest in the profession, because each man who 
paid his guinea would want his guinea's worth, and 
would be in sympathy with the idea of elevating the 
profession. He would become an active member, where¬ 
as at present he had lapsed into a state of apathy. As 
an example of apathy he would take tbe record of votes. 
How many men voted for members of Council ? Again, 
to take a more striking example, how many members 
troubled to come to the Annual Meeting to express views! 
That was the place in which a member could air his grie¬ 
vances and criticise the Council. Of course, the good 
work of the Council wab seldom taken into account, but 
the work undone was always recorded and was often 
imaginary. On the point of district representation he 
was not sure whether that would make any improve¬ 
ment on the present constitution, and be was not sure 
either that teachers could be done without on the Coun¬ 


cil. Personally he regarded the presence of teacher's 
representatives on the Council as being a very big asset. 
The education of the student was a most important 
matter, and who was better able to speak and direct them 
than the teacher? He was very happy with the present 
state of things, and he was sure that if the Council were 
supported with more funds they would be able to do 
much better work. 

[On the motion of Mr. J. Willett seconded by Mr. F. 
W. Willett the proceedings of the Society were prolonged 
beyond the usual hour.] 

Capt. Angwin quite agreed with the statements which 
had been made with regard to proper representation. 
As showing the lack of interest which many members 
took m the profession he quoted the examples of the 
various local societies. Previous to the war, the ordinary 
country practitioner would not attend the meetings of 
those societies, bnt he thought the experiences of veter¬ 
inary surgeons who had been in the army during the war 
would alter that state of affairs. During the war they 
had learned forbearance in dealing with one another, and | 


had become fast friends, and he thought it would be 
found that when peace was finally declared there would 
be a great resuscitation of the local societies. Men 
would be more inclined to meet and exchange views, and 
band themselves together, and help to get local repres¬ 
entation from different parts of the country. That was 
a simple solution of the problem. 

Capt. Angwin then drew a comparison between the 
present state of the British veterinary colleges and the. 
American veterinary colleges, which was much to the 
detriment of the former, and concluded by saying that 
it was money that was required. Until the Council ob¬ 
tained proper finance it could do very little. 

The President thanked Mr. McIntosh for introducing 
the discussion, but said he did not agree with several o? 
Mr. McIntosh's points. In the first place Mr. McIntosh 
objected to the veterinary department being subject to 
the Board of Agriculture. He thought it would be 
realised, however, that most of the veterinarian’s work 
concerned the health of animals, and that must be 
regarded as one branch of agriculture, and one of the 
most important branches. He therefore failed to see, 
taken as a whole, that the veterinary profession could 
work more beneficially in connection with any other 
department than the Board of Agriculture. Although 
Mr. McIntosh objected to an agriculturist controlling 
veterinary surgeons- an objection which most members 
of the profession had—he (the President) thought it 
should be agreed that if veterinary surgery was one 
branch of agriculture, an agriculturist might co-ordinate 
the work of the various branches of agriculture. He 
should not control or dictate to the veterinary surgeon, 
but it was quite reasonable that be should co-ordinate 
the veterinary surgeon’s work along with other branches 
of agriculture. He, like Mr. McIntosh, had been won¬ 
dering what the Council had been doing in connection 
with the new Public Health Bill and the Ministry of 
Public Health. He had hoped that Mr. Slocock would 
have given some information upon that. In connection 
with the public health matter, one point was that at the 
present, time the body concerned with public health 
matters, namely the Ijocal Government. Board, had 
already a veterinary surgeon on its staff, and although 
one was not cognisant with the actual duties performed 
by that officer, it was to be presumed that when matters 
particularly relevant to the health of animals in their 
relation to public health came up, that officer would be 
consulted. When that Board was taken over by the 
Ministry of Public Health, presumably that officer would 
go along with it. He did not know, however, to what 
extent that officer was consulted on matters veterinary, 
and rather feared that his position was due mainly, if not 
solely, to the fact that he was also a medical man. One 
had to remember, after all, that the question of public 
health was principally a question for medical men, rather 
than for veterinary surgeons. The question of meat 
and meat inspection, however, was primarily one for 
veterinary surgeons, because they were the only body 
that were trained in the patholotry of animals, and were 
thereby fitted for that work. But it was not for veter¬ 
inary surgeons to say what food should be eaten by man. 
His (the President's) view of the matter was that it was 
for tne veterinary surgeon or tbe trained meat insqector 
to diagnose the condition of the llesh, and then it was for 
the medical man to decide whether or not that flesh 
should be used for food of man. He was strongly of 
opinion that there should be a veterinary staff at the 
Ministry of Public Health for advisory purposes relative 
to meat inspection and diseases transmissible from an¬ 
imals to man. 

He was in cordial agreement with Mr. McIntosh on 
the point of fnll-time inspectors. In his view local 
practitioners should not be in the invidious position .of 
having to inspect animals belonging to their own clients, 
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and to impose restrictions in the treatment of various 
diseases. He plumped for adequately remunerated, full¬ 
time Veterinary Officers of Health. 

With regard to the question of the composition of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S., Mr. McIntosh had referred to 
the representation of schools thereon, but he (the Pres¬ 
ident) thought they were not represented as such. The 
members of the Council were elected by the profession 
as a whole, and there was not a single one of them 
elected by the schools. Consequently he (the President) 
raaintaind that teachers were not elected on the Council 
as school representatives. 

He agreed with Mr. McIntosh's preference for district 
representation. That would get over the reproach 
which Mr. McIntosh had levelled against the represent¬ 
ation of the schools ; but he (the President) would ask 
if it was suggested that a representative or two should 
be permitted on behalf of the whole of the schools, would 
other teachers be disqualified from being representatives 
of districts 1 If they were not to be disqualified the 
probability was that there would be just the same 
number of teachers on the Council, and possibly more. 
He considered a very strong case could be made out for 
district representation. The Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association was elected on that 
basis, and he would venture to prophesy that before 
many years were over there would be a very great change 
in the work of the National Veterinary Association, 
which he hoped would reflect itself in the matter of pro¬ 
gress on behalf of the profession. Mr. McIntosh had 
suggested that there should be an election every year. 
He (the President) presumed he meant that the whole 
Council should be elected in one year and for one year 
only. That would be a great mistake, because it would 
ruin altogether any continuity of policy. Mr. Willett 
had suggested that the Council kept the profession too 
much in the dark, but work done in Committee could 
not always be published, because very frequently the 
point which was being aimed at might not be attained 
under publicity. There had however been an example 
during the past year of cross-purposes between the 
Council and the Central Veterinary Medical Society 
apropos the creation of a veterinary tribunal in con¬ 
nection with veterinary officers, it was unknown to the 
society that the Council already had the matter in hand, 
and because the society pressed the matter forward it got 
into trouble with the Council. The President of the 
Council had deplored the action the society had taken, 
although it was an action intended entirely to support 
the provision of a veterinary tribunal, which was ulti¬ 
mately obtained by the Council. Mr. Slocock had 
defended the Council. He (Mr. Wooldridge) fully 
agreed that the Council, and particularly the President, 
had done an enormous amount of work during the past 
few years which it had not been able to publish. It 
might be that in the present period of reconstruction 
many alterations would have to take place. Now was 
the time to try to get those alterations made. Shouting 
or open discussion was one means of propaganda, and he 
thought that was one of the ways by which matters 
might be advanced. Mr. Slocock said he did not want 
any change, and was quite content with present methods, 
but that was not an attitude which he (the President) 
thought would commend itself to the bulk of the 
profession. 

Mr. Slocock said he desired to do away with the 
apathy of the general body of the profession. 

The President said that would be done away with 
immediately the Council showed its cards more to the 

E rofession. Mr. Slocock had also pointed out that mem- 
era could attend the Annual Meeting and voice their 
points there, but he (the President) had been to some 
of those Annual Meetings, and if members had attemp¬ 
ted to voice their complaints they had been promptly 
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snuffed out; they had been told the matter was not on 
the agenda. 

Mr. Slocock pointed out that there was a Parliamen¬ 
tary Committee of the Council which dealt with all Bills 
that were brought forward. Kvery Bill was watched by 
experts on behalf of the Council, and every clause of a 
Bill which affected the profession was considered. The 
Bills did not go through without the knowledge of the 
Council. All the periodicals of the day would be re¬ 
quired to record all the work done by the Committees 
of the Council. Anything affecting the conduct of the 
profession was taken up, and if any deputation was ap¬ 
pointed the President was always at the head of it. 

Mr. McIntosh, in reply, said the object he had in 
view in bringing forward the subject had been more 
than fulfilled. Mr. Upton had taken a very pessimistic 
view of the profession— he always did, but he (Mr. 
McIntosh ) had not lost faith in it. He was really sur¬ 
prised to hear Mr. Upton suggest that the profession 
should be tacked on as a side line to various other things. 
We are too much nibbled at now. With regard to part - 
time inspectors referred to by Mr. Male, he had said 
nothing against part-time inspectors as individuals ; it 
was the system which was wrong, and he maintained 
that it was a position which ought now to be held bv 
whole time officers. He bad been prepared for Prof. 
Macqueen’s destructive criticism, but it had not altered 
his views in the slightest degree, he was glad Prof. 
Macoueen was satisfied. He still maintained that the 
social and scientific status of the profession was far 
from being on a proper or satisfactory basis. He had sug¬ 
gested remedies to every one of his complaints. He 
considered the main responsibility of raising the status 
of the profession as a whole rested with the Council. 
If according to Prof. Macqueen the Council had 
nothing else to do but to attend to examinations and to 
disregard other matters, he thought it was not to be 
wondered at that the profession took no interest in the 
elections, and the sooner they organised outside the 
Council the better. Prof. Macqueen had rather inferred 
that a personal attack was being made upon the Council. 
He (Mr. McIntosh) hoped that impression would not get 
about. He had the greatest respect for the members of 
the Council, and he had the greatest admiration for the 
work done by the present President, and he should be 
sorry if anyone went away with the idea that there was 
anything further meant than a criticism of the Council's 
constitution and its policy. Prof. Macqueen had said 
that so far as the profession was concerned the status 
of the profession rested entirely with the individual. 
There was no doubt that the status of the individual 
very largely rested with himself, but the status of the 
profession did not. It did not occupy as a profession 
that position in the scientific world that it ought to 
occupy. Prof. Macqueen had not offered any constructive 
policy, which was what was wanted. Mr. Slocock had 
referred to the annual meetings and asked why it was 
that there was such poor attendances. He (Mr. Mc¬ 
Intosh) had been to those annual meetings and had got 
tired of going. There had been nothing to interest him ; 
and he thought that was the feeling of most members. 
Mr. Slocock had thought the good work of the Council 
was not taken sufficiently into account. All recognised 
that a great deal of important and good work had been 
done by the Council; but it was the work the Council 
had not done that the members wanted criticise. He 
did not object to teachers on the Council, in fact he 
thought the schools ought to be represented ewjticio : 
but one was bound to admit that if there was a large 
number of teachers on the Council there was a sort of 
underlying and directing force attached to their work 
which would have its influence in the Council Chamber. 
The profession did not want too much of that. With 
regard to the President's remarks, what he (the speaker) 


March 29, 1919 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


345 


objected to was the veterinary surgeon having to report 
matters through a lay individual, whether that inaivi- 
dual was an agricultural or any other expert. 

There was a large staff of laymen at present going 
round the country supervising the work of veterinary 
surgeons, which was wrong and a waste of public money- 
Those laymen were getting perhaps £500 or more a 
year, whilst the junior menibers of the veterinary staff 
m the same department were getting from £260 up¬ 
wards—-less than the chief typist in the same office. 
Was that State recognition ? Who was to blame for 
that ?—not the individual. 

On the motion of Mr. Willett, seconded by Captain 
Angwin, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
McIntosh. 

Captain Angwin pointed out. in regard to the matter 
of meat inspection, that in tne army the veterinary 
officer was allowed to do that work'-not the medical 
•officer. 

A vote of thanks was also accorded to l)r. Leiper for 
bringing forward his morbid specimens. 

Hugh A. MacCobmack, Hon. Sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch.] 
Annual meeting. 

The Annual Meeting was held on Saturday, February 
15th, at the Bell Hotel, Norwich, Mr. H. V. Low, 
M.R.c.v.8., the President, in the chair. Other members 
present were Messrs T. Barcham, Paston ; J. Godbold, 
Stowm&rket; F. M. Wallis, Halstead ; H. Downe, Diss; 
A. Holl, New Buckenham ; H. Buckingham, Norwich ; 
J. Buckingham, Harleston ; S. Hill, East Rudham ; J. 
M. Currie, Lowestoft; R. C. Baxter, Downham Market; 
J. Barr, Acle ; E. Margarson, Swaffham ; J. K. Gooch, 
Holt; D. Jack, Kings Lynn ; H. P. Standley, Norwich ; 
Hon. Sec., W. H. Dennett, Foulsham. ( visitor) 

Letters responding regret at inability to attend : - 
E. H. Leach, Newmarket^ P. Turner, Ixworth ; H. B. 
Nixon, Haverill; C. C. Nesling, Framlingham; E- A. 
Hudson, Barrow; A. P. Burgoo, Haverhill; F. Gooch, 
Stamford; H. Wilkinson, Martham; W. Turtill, 
Wickham Market. 

The Hon. Secretary (pro tem) Mr. H. P. Standley 
read the minutes of the last meeting. 

Mr. S. E. Hill, of Rudham, Mr. J. M. Currie, of 
Lowestoft, were elected members. 

The Hon. Sec., presented the accounts for the year 
1918, which showed a balance at the bank at the end of 
the year of £31 -l§-8. The accounts were adopted. 
Election of Officers. 

President. The Hon. Sec. said it was usual to elect 
one of the Vice-presidents as President, and he moved 
that Mr. J. Barr, of Acle, be President for the ensuing 
year. Mr. Margarson, (Swaffham ) seconded the motion 
and it was agreed to. 

Vice presidents. The following were elected .-—Messrs 
H. V. Dow, Norwich ; J. J. Scott, Colchester; G. A. 
Hudson, Barrow; M. Bray, Docking. 

The Committee were elected as under : Messrs T. E. 
Barcham, H. P- Standley, M. Bray, H. Buckingham, J. 
Gooch, H. V. Low, and A. Holl junior. 

Auditors . Messrs. Barcham and Buckingham were 
elected, on the motion of the chairman, seconded by 
Mr. Margarson. 

Hon. Secretary. The Chairman invited Mr. H. P. 
Standley to act as Honorary Secretary for another year, 
tad remarked that that gentlemen had done really good 
work in keeping the Society going during very hard 


times. At the end of the year, when he hoped the 
Society would have been put upon a sounder basU they 
might be able to release Mr. Standley, who did not 
really care for the position ; but in the meantime they 
could not afford to dispense with his services. 

Mr. Standley said he would accept the position for 
another year on the distinct understanding that he 
would be released at the end of the year. The members 
did not give him any encouragement to continue the 
work. They ignored his notices, absented themselves 
from the meetings, and took no interest at all in the 
Society: and had it not been for Mr. Low and himself 
the Society would have ceased to exist before now. 

There was a lot of work attached to the job : all he 
asked was that the members would attend tne meetings 
now and then. 

The Chairman endorsed the remarks of Mr. Standley, 
and said it was disheartening to the officers to eall 
meetings and find only one or two members attending. 
He was glad to see so good an attendance that day. 

Mr. Baxter said war conditions had prevented mem¬ 
bers attending meetings. 

Mr. Standley was duly elected Honorary Secretary. 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. 
Gooch, it was agreed to give ten guineas to the Victoria 
Benevolent Fund. 

The Hon. Secretary reported that Mr. W. S. King, 
of Burdett Road, London, had written to him saying 
“ Will you please let me know if you have any decided 
views for tne re construction of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and if so would you stand as a 
candidate if nominated ; if not can you please let me 
know the very best man in your area with good sound 
views whom we could nominate.” 

The Chairman thought the Eastern Counties Society 
ought to be represented on the Council; but no member 
could be fonnd willing to become a candidate, and the 
Hon. Secretary was instructed to reply to Mr. King to 
that effect. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. Coleman, of 
Swindon, asking for the support of the Eastern Counties 
Society for Mr. Male and Mr. Willett, candidates for the 
Council. 

The Hon. Sec. said that years ago the Eastern Coun¬ 
ties Society used to join with the Yorkshire Society for 
the election of the members of the Council ; and it 
might be well for them now to support Mr. Male and Mr. 
Willett, who were brought forward by the Royal Coun¬ 
ties Veterinary Association, on the understanding that 
that society should in turn support any candidates the 
Eastern Counties Society might nominate at some future 
time. He proposed that this should be done. 

Mr. Barcham seconded the motion and it was carried. 

The Hon. Sec. said Prof. Wooldrige had informed him 
' that although the Eastern Counties Society was affiliated 
to the National Association, it had never paid any affil¬ 
iation fees, and it therefore owed some £10 or £12. 

Prof. Wooldrige said the affiliation fee was 1/- per 
member per annum, counting only those members who 
had paid their subscriptions to their own societies. The 
war had greatly interfered with the work of the National 
and that was why no application had been made for the 
fees. There was much to be done once the National 
was got into proper working order, and a good deal of 
money could be usefully spent. He was acting as 
Treasurer and Secretary, but Colonel Brittlebank was 
really Secretary, and would do some really good work as 
soon as he was discharged from the army. 

The Hon. Sec. promised to find out how much is owing 
to the National, and to remit the amount as soon as 
possible. 

The Hon. Sec. submitted some correspondence on the 
subject of fees charged to insurance offioes for inspection 
and examination of horses, etc., the rates hitherto paid 
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"being unsatisfactory, in a letter dated Feb. 11, Mr. H. 
E. Howlett, Secretary of the Live Stock Offices Assoc¬ 
iation wrote :— 

“In reply to your favour of the 8th inst, it was men¬ 
tioned at the last meeting of the Association on the 
17th ult. that applications were being received from a 
few associations for higher fees for insurance inspections. 
As there is no body representing the whole of the vet¬ 
erinary profession in such matters, it appeared difficult 
to deal with the matter satisfactorily, but some members 
proposed that the associations which had suggested 
alterations should be notified that my Committee would 
be glad to hear the views of any representative appointed 
to attend at the next meeting of the Committee. I sent 
a notice to your Association as one member stated that 
it had issued a scale of fees, and as you stated on the 
.31st ult. that your association had not formulated any 
scale of increased fees, the matter seemed closed so far as 
your association is concernd. I may state that the meet¬ 
ing arranged for the 7th inst, wp unavoidably deferred, 
and the only association that intimated that its repre¬ 
sentative would attend was advised of the alterations. 
The great difficulty is that while expenses are greatly 
increased the companies still charge pre-war rates.” 

To this Mr. Standley had replied “ I cannot see any 
useful purpose that would be served by sending a mem¬ 
ber of the association to meet your association at the 
present time, as the E.C.V.M.A. has not formulated any 
scale of increased fees in connection with the Livestock 
i Cos. We shall be holding a meeting of the E.C.V.M.A. 
on Feb. 15th, and I willlet you know the decision of 
-the matter.” 

The Hon. Sec. said he had given notice to several in¬ 
surance companies that he would notact for them unless 
they paid him 1/- mileage in addition to the present fees, 
and two other members of the society had taken the 
. same stand. 

Prof. Wooldridge said had he known this matter 
was likely to be brought up he would have brought with 
. him some correspondence he had had with the Live 
. Stock Offices Association. Just before the war the 
< National took up very strongly this matter of fees for 
inspection for insurance offices, and formulated a scheme 
ana a scale of fees. The scheme was discussed very 
thoroughly and the rates first drawn up were cut down 
until they could not be reduced any lower, so that they 
might meet with the approval of the insurance offices. 
Finally it was decided to circulate the scale of fees and 
to asx all members of the National to accept no work 
for the insurance companies except on payment of those 
. fees. The Insurance Offices Association, however, did 
not accept the scale in toto but said the fees were higher 
than they could possibly pay ; and no doubt they 
...felt they could always find some veterinary surgeon 
. who would do the work for lower fees, therefore the 
scale was never definitely established. Meantime the 
Gloucestershire Veterinary Surgeons Association had 
adopted a very concise and short scale of fees. This 
, revived the matter with the Live Stock Offices Associa- 
r tion, who decided, apparently, to go into it more 
thoroughly. They invited the Secretary of the National 
Veterinary Association, Col. Brittlebank, to meet them 
but he was on government service, so the letter was 
delivered to him (the speaker) who had also received a 
letter from the Gloucestershire Society asking him to 
represent them. He went as representing the National. 
He contested the statement in Mr. Howletrs letter to 
the effect that there was no representative body, and 
. claimed that the National was a representative body 
for that kind of work. It was just the kind of work the 
National wanted to do, and in order that it might repre¬ 
sent all Societies it asked them to become affiliated. 
Only by such an organisation ceuld the veterinary sur¬ 
geons obtain concerted notion. 


He suggested that the Hon. Secretary should write to 
the Live Stock Offiees Association tellingthem they were 
affiliated with the National, and that their views would 
be put forward by the National at the joint meeting; 
and that they were prepared to abide by any agreement 
arrived at by the National. If the Eastern Counties 
Society chose to send a representative, no doubt he would 
strengthen the hands of the National. So far as he 
knew at present Mr. Adams of Gloucestershire and 
himself were the only two people who were likely to he 
at the meeting next Friday. At the last meeting of the 
National in January of this year the matter was brought 
forward again and it was decided that the fees suggested 
by the insurance companies should not be accepted, be¬ 
cause they were below the scale already agreed upon by 
the National. 

Mr. Baxter thought this was a matter that needed 
pushing. 

Prof. Wooldbidoe thought the insurance offices would 
give in if the veterinary surgeons persisted. The repre¬ 
sentative of one of the biggest insurance offices had told 
him that half-a-crown was ample payment for just look¬ 
ing at a horse ; and he had retorted that perhaps it was, 
but mere inspection would not help the insurance com¬ 
pany much. There must be an examination if any good 
was to be done. 

No professional man ought to be satisfied to sign » 
form on a mere inspection. He ought to insist on carry¬ 
ing out an examination and being paid for it, in which 
case he would be performing a function that would be 
useful both to the insurance company and to the owner. 
That was the only sound policy a professional man 
could pursue. 

Mr. Baxter said the insurance companies declared 
they did not want an examination. They only wanted 
to be safeguarded against having an old screw passed on 
them as a sound horse. 

The Hon. Sec. said they had to consider the journey. 
The insurance companies were rich, and there was no 
reason why they should not pay proper fees. It was up 
to the Society to pass some definite resolution and to 
adopt a minimum scale of fees 

Mr. Baxter said he too bad received an offer of 4/- 
from the Imperial, and had refused to accept it About 
a week ago he had another letter saying he need oot 
trouble about inspection, as they had accepted the horse 
without. He would have had to travel three miles to 
see the horse. 

Mr. Gooch said he that morning received a form ask¬ 
ing him to examine two horses. Hitherto the scale of 
fees was always printed on th? back of the form but the 
back of the one he received that morning was blank. He 
had been told that the fees were to be revised. 

Mr. Wallis said he knew of a case in which a young 
fellow inspected a horse for half-a-crown, and it died 
very shortly afterwards. The company should have paid 
more money and had the horse properly examined—as 
it was they incurred a heavy loss. He thought if tfie 
Society got Prof. Wooldrige to represent it at the meeting 
on Friday it would be in good hands. He was sure the 
members of tne Eastern Counties Society would be 
satisfied with the scale of fees suggested by tne National. 

The Hon. Sec. : I think we ought to formulate a scale 
of fees for ourselves. 

Mr. Wallis : I should be prepared to accept the scale 
adopted by the National. 

Prof. Wooldridge suggested that all societies ought to 
have the same scale of fees. There would be strength 
behind uniformity. 

The Hon. Sec. : We do not know what the National 
scheme is. 

Prof .W ooldridge said the matter had been thoroughly 
discussed by the National with the Insuranoe Assoc- 
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iatioo. The decisions come to seemed to meet the 
approval of a large majority of the profession. 

The Hon. Sec. : That is good enough for us. 

It was agreed that Prof. Wooldrige should represent 
the Eastern Counties Society at the meeting with the 
Live Stock Offices Association. 

On the motion of Mr. Wallis it was agreed to hold 
the next meeting at Ipswich. 

On the motion of the Chairman, the Hon. Sec. was 
instructed to send letters of condolence to Mrs. Measures 
Ch&tterton of East Rudham and Miss Cleveland of 
Bungay. 

{To be concluded.) 


LAMINITIS IN PREGNANT EWES. 

A client of mine asked me in a casual wav to look at 
his Hock of in-lamb ewes, which he said had gone off 
their feet. I found a flock of 165 Kent ewes just ready to 
lamb, well bred and in excellent condition. 

The account he gave was the ewes had been close 
folded on swede turnip grown with artificial manure, 
when several became ill, feverish, and some died ; others 
not so ill went lame on their feet ; and that he had 
treated them with Epsom salts. There were about 20 
showing lameness, principally in one foot; on examin¬ 
ation no lesions were apparent, but pain on pressure 
and heat. The wool also looked rough and untidy, as 
if they had been ill. Of course, we know that swede 
turnip are dangerous to pregnant ewes if given ad lib., 
also tnat exercise is very beneficial. My reason for 
sending you this brief account is that I do not remember 
meeting with a similar case. 

Charles Morgan, m.r.c.v.s., 

Nonington. 


INSURANCE FEES, ETC. 

Mr. Bibbey’s letter touches on a subject that affects 
many veterinary surgeons ; but there are scores of 
Insurance Companies that will not pay half 10/- for 
visits and examinations. Recently I was asked to drive 
over j miles, examine 2 horses, and fill up a voluminous 
report for the magnificent sum of 6/- ! Needless to say 
flat catching may be interesting but it necessitates the 
presence of a flat. The men who work for less than rag 
and bone merchant’s or pedlar’s fees ought to be ear¬ 
marked. 

It takes professional men to estimate justly the value 
of professional services. Draw up minimum fees, 
plank them before the Insurance Companies, and make 
it “ conduct disgraceful in a professional respect ” to 
work for less ; and let it go at that. 

If “ Fra Diavolo ’’ w ill reveal his name to the communi 
cation where he charges the army authorities with fail 
ing to cure sarcoptic mange until they used a proprietary 
dip, I think he will stand a good chance of an action 

for V,M - G. May all. 


F. YV. Day, m.r.c.v.s., Newmarket, Suffolk. 

Graduated, Lond : April 1878. 

Mr. Day died 11th March, aged 64. 

The remains of the late Mr. F. \\ r . Day, were interred 
in the Newmarket Cemetery on Saturday afternoon, 
lf»th inst., amid every expression of esteem from those 
who have been his fellow towns people for the last 30 
years. The mourners included Mr. Reginald Day and 
Mr Alec Day (sons), Mr. Elijah Moore and Mr. Charles 
Heckford (sons-in-law), Mr. Joe Cartwright and Mr. 
T. W. Davis (nephews of Mrs. Day). Mr. John Watts 
(son-in-law) was unavoidably absent. There w r ere others 
who followed, and many present at the graveside. 
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( i) Confirmed. (6) Reported by Local Authorities t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 25, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, March 24, 1919 
Nora.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. ’ As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

President: Mr. Frank W. Garnett, m.r.cj.v.s., j.p. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr.J. Mcl. McCall m.b., c.m.,mr.o.v.b 
J. McKinna, f.r.c.v.8. 

Secretary and Registrar: Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

Pretident: Dr.O. Charnook Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll.,Bdin. 
See: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, u r.c.v.b. (on Service), 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Atsitt. See : Mr. W. L. Harrison, f.r.c.v.b. (on Service), 

11 Anchor Terrace, Southwark Bridge, S.G. 
Treat: Prof. O. H. Wooldridge, f.r.o.v.s. (Acting Hon. See), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 

Northern Branch: 

Fret, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. O. H. Locke, m.r.o.v.b., 

Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Hon. See. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.r.o.v.b., 

Town Hall, Manchester 
Bon. Treat: Mr, E. H. Stent, m.r.c.v.b., Preston-st, Holme 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 

Livrrpool UnItrrsity V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. P. HeyeB, r.n.o.v.s., Wigan 

Bon. See: Mr. A. Walker, r.R.c.v.s., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological See: Mr. D. C. Matheson, r.R.c.v.s. 

Meetings , May, Joly, October, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Malcolm, f.r.o.v.s., Birmingham 
Bon. See: Mr. H. J. Dawes, f.r.o.v.s., 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Bon. Treat. Mr. J. J. Borchnall, u.r.cv b., Barrow-on-Soar 
Meetings , Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North of England V.M.A. 

Free: 

Hon. See: T. T. Jack, m.r.o.v.s., 3Elmwood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings , Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collinson, m.r.o.v.s., Auston, Sheffield 
Hon. See: Mr. J. B. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.b., Sheffield 
North Wales V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.r.o.v.b., Ty Croes 
Bon. See. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.r.o.v.b., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, Maroh and September 

South Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. M. Walker, f.r.o.v.s., Hartlepool 
Hon. See. d Treat : Mr. F. H. Sanderson, m.r.o.v.b. 

Victoria Road, Darlington 
Meetings , First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Deo. 

Yorkshire Vet. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r.o.v.s., Hillsboro’, Sheffield 
non. Sec ; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.r.o.v.b., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Bon. Treat : Mr. A. McCarmick, m.r.o.v.b., 

Kirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Braneh: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
Sec. 

Crntral V.B. 

Pros. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, m.r.o.v.s., R.V. Coll, London 
Hon. See : Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.b.o.v.b., 

132 St. George's Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetings pro. tem.), First Thursday in October and alter¬ 
nate tnonths, exoept August, - 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


A Eastern Compos V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. J. Barr, m.r.o.v.b., Acle, Norfolk 
Bor See. & Treat: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.r.o.v.b.. Norwioh. 
Meetings , Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and District V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. C. W. Townsend, f.r.o.v.8., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
c Ton. Sec : d Treat: Mr. Tom Hicks, m.r.g.v.b., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings , Seoond Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. P. Male, m.r.o.v.s., Friar Street, Reading . 
Hon.See. Mr. J. C. Coleman, m.r.o.v.b.. Swindon 
Hon. Treat: Mr. J.lWillett, m.r.o.v.s., 6 Harley Place, W. 1 
Meetings. Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Countirb V.S. 

Pret: Mr.'G. H. Livesey, m.r.o.v.b., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. See: Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.r.o.v.b., Arundel (on Service 
Hon. Treat: Mr. E. W.Baker, m.r.o.v.b., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.r.o.v.s., Margate 
Hon. See. d Treat. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.r.c.v.b., 

3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pret: Mr. W. Roach, f.r.o.v.b., York Rd., Exeter 
Bon. See. Mr. W. Asoott, m.r.o.v.s., (or Service) 

Mr. C. E. Tucker, 7 Greville St.,Bideford (pro tem.) 
Hon . Treat: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.r.o.v.s., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, Maroh, July and November 

Irish Branoh: 

.Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal BuildingB, Dublin 
See.. Mr. P.D.Reavy, Leafield, Bandoran Co. Donegal 
Central V.A. or Ireland. 

Pres: 

Son. See. Mr. E. C. Winter, r b.c.v.b.. Queen-at., Limerick 
Treat ; Mr. J. F. Healy, m.r.o.v.s., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.r.o.v.s., Ballina 

Hon. See. d Treat. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.r.c.v,s., Galway 

Vet. Med. Absn. of Ireland. 

Pres : Prof. J.J. O’Connor, m.r.o.v.b., R.V. Coll., Dnblin 
Hon. See: Prof. J. J. O'Connor. 

Hon. Treat: Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a., m.r.o.v.b., 

R.V.Coll., Dnblin 
North of Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.r.o.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. See: Mr. P. Walsh, m.r.o.v.s.. Magherafelt 
Hon. Treat; Mr. Howard McConnell, m.r.c.v.b., Armagh 

The Veterinary Officers Association fob Ireland. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r.c.v.b., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGainness, b.a., m.r.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.s. 

Scottish. Branch: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnook Bradley. 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. See. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings, Edin, 

(or Service) 

North of Sootland V.M.S. 

Pret: Mr. W. Brown, m.r.c.v.s., Mariscbal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. See. d Treat: Mr. G. Howie, m.r.o.v.b. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Rotal Scottish V.S, 

Pret: Mr. Reid, m.R-o.v.b., Auohtermuohty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.8. 

Pres: Mr. J. Riddoch, m.r.o.v.s., Edinburgh 
Hon. See . d Treat: Mr. .las. Henderson, mjlo.v.b., 

Publio Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
West of Scotland V.M.A. 

Pret : Prof. John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.s., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

(OR Service. 

Hon. See: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.r.c.v b., 

19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.r.c.v.s., 

.88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 

Meetings, Seoond Wednesday, May, Got. and January 
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Amputation op the Uterus. 

Mr. L. M. Magee recently, not for the first time« 
pot a successful case of this operation on record ; 
and some of the remarks upon the subject made by 
himself and other Irish members should be useful 
to country practitioners. Tbe operation has never 
received quite the attention it deserves from English 
members. There have been men who considered it 
practically or absolutely hopeless, and there are still 
some who never attempt it. Yet it is certain that 
it offers considerable hope of success under fairly 
favourable conditions, and that not uncommonly it 
presents the only chance of saving the animal’s life. 
These reasons alone should impel country practi¬ 
tioners in particular to study the operation; espec¬ 
ially as, if performed at all, it always has to he done 
at short notice with no time for reading up its 
details. 

There are several “ pitfalls ” in connection with 
the operation. The chief of these are the dangers 
of excising a hernia of bladder or intestine within 
tbe inverted uterus, of including the meatus urin- 
arius in the ligatured portion, and of applying an 
insecure ligature. The first, which has caused 
many fatalities, can easily be avoided by incising 
the uterine mass and manually exploring its interior, 
while correct anatomical knowledge and wise choice 
of surgical method respectively should guard against 
the second and third. These three points show the 
risk of attempting the operation without having 
previously thought out its details. 

The operation holds possibilities of interesting 
and important developments of its methods. It is 
not always necessary, and may even be inadvisable, 
to excise the entire uterus when only a portion has 
been hopelessly damaged ; andthis affords consider¬ 
able scope for judgment in some cases. 

A more important question is whether the uterine 
stump should be ligated or sutured. Ligation is 
almost universally practised ; but W. L. Williams, 
the noted American surgeon and obstetrician, has 
advanced strong reasons, as regards the larger ani¬ 
mals at least, for preferring suturing as “ more 
surgical and safer,” and has described the technique 
for its performance. 

Partly because the operation is an old one, and 
still more from the conditions under which it is 
found necessary, the tendency has always been to 
perform it in a somewhat rough-and-ready fashion. 
Despite that fact, and the further one that it has 
not uncommonly been performed too late, it has 
been fairly successful. Probably further develop¬ 
ments in its technique may improve its results in 
the future ; but, even as it stands today, it is one of 
the operations which the country practitioner should 
keep himself fitted to perform at any moment. 


The Therapeutic effects of ingesting blood 
or preparations of blood. 

The therapeutic effects of ingesting natural blood 
have been known for a long time. The reason that 
this remedy has not been more used is that the ma¬ 
jority of herbivorous animals, and especially man¬ 
kind, have a very marked aversion to fresh blood, 
whatever its origin. Attempts have therefore been 
made to transform blood into a solid product which 
can be durably preserved; and the most advantag 1 
eous results have been obtained by desiccation at a 
temperature below 40 *C. Goslar, a veterinarian, 
has perfected this method by, before desiccation, 
making an intimate mixture of blood and crushed 
grains. He thus obtains a solid clotted mass, the 
toughness of which results from the combination of 
gluten and fibrin, the whole forming a material of 
horny consistence. The product is not at all hygro¬ 
scopic, and can be preserved almost indefinitely. 
An analogous compound, more especially destined 
for human therapeutics, is made by the same pro¬ 
cedure and known under the name of “ seer on.’ 
On account of the low temperature at which the 
desiccation is carried out and the mixture with far¬ 
inaceous material, the blood preserves almost intaot 
all the biological properties which it owes to the 
presence of the ferments and enzymes secreted by 
the haematopoietic glands. 

Tbe principal glands of internal secretion which 
throw their products into the blood are the Thyroids, 
Supra renal Capsules, pituitary gland, and sexual 
glands. These organs may become diseased, may 
atrophy, or may degenerate, especially where there 
is superabundance of toxic material carried in the 
blood. This is observed frequently in oases of in¬ 
fectious disease, chronic intoxioation, permanent bad 
digestion, etc. The haematopoietic glands are over¬ 
worked, and finally no longer suffice for their task. 
It is comprehensible that in similar conditions, the 
ingestion of natural blood, or of a preparation in 
which blood coming from healthy animals has pre¬ 
served the whole of its biological properties, mav 
assist the distressed organism by supplying it with 
the ferments and anti-toxins which it is no longer 
able to elaborate for itself in sufficient quantities. 

Goslar has given a rSsumS of the results obtained 
in human and veterinary medicine by the use of 
“ secron ” or a similar product. 

Tbe administration of secron to women suckling 
their infants causes a manifest augmentation of the 
sudoriparous, renal, and mammary glands, 

Secron is also very efficacious in cases of dys¬ 
pepsia or of intestinal catarrh. Gaseous indigestion 
of the human stomach recovers in a short time by 
the absorption of secron. 

The activity of the skin augments very manifestly 
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under the influence of this treatment. In animals, 
the shedding of the hair is accelerated, and eczema 
and pruritis disappear after a short time. 

This remedy is entirely indicated (and has proved 
its efficacy) againt anaemia, chlorosis, suppression 
of the menses in women, and neurasthenia. 

Seoron has given marvellous results in the oonva- 
leseenoe of horses after strangles or infectious pneu¬ 
monia. 

All this seems, at first sight, an exaggeration. 
Physiologically, however, the beneficial effects of 
the ingestion of blood or Becron are easily compre¬ 
hensible. It is only necessary to think of the im¬ 
portant part which the haematopoietic glands play 
in the organism, and of the serious consequences 
which result from insufficiency of one or other of 
these glands. Organo-therapy or, in its absence, 
the absorption of integral blood is the only remedy 
for suoh insufficiency. 

OoOOIDIOSiB IN THE GOAT. 

As oocoidio8is of the goat had never previously 
been reported in Germany, Karsten published his 
personal observations upon it in Deutsche Tier&rzt - 
liche Wochenschrift for 1918. In August, 1912, he 
learned that an epizootic had broken out in a herd 
of goats at pasture. The affected animals con¬ 
tracted persistent diarrhoea, became progressively 
emaoiated, and finally fell into a state of extreme 
weakness, which was usually terminated by death. 

Post-mortem examination showed that the affec¬ 
tion was intestinal coccidiosis. It was then recog¬ 
nised that it would have been possible to make the 
diagnosis during life, for the diarhosaic faBoes con¬ 
taining numerous coccidia. 

Upon diagnosis, the animals were at once with¬ 
drawn from the contaminated pastures ; and from 
that time the propagation of the disease was 
definitely arrested, and 50% of the affected animals 
completely recovered. 

Hydrochloric acid poisoning in the Horse. 

Levees has published this observation in Deutsche 
Tierdrztliche Worhenschrift . He fed two horses of 
his own with foreign oats and excellent bay, and 
soon noticed an ulcerous stomatitis and a slight 
gastro-enteritis. Suspecting the oats, he had them 
analysed; and the result proved Hydroohloro acid 
had been used to impart a good colour to the oats; 
and the excess of acid bad not subsequently been 
washed away. Appropriate treatment was insti¬ 
tuted as soon as the origin of tbe disease became 
known; and after four days the horses were out 
of danger.—( Annales de Midecine Vitirinaire). 

W. R. C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Veterinary Surgeons Fees 
and Insurance Companies. 

At the last Annual general meeting of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association the question of veter¬ 
inary surgeons’ fees was discussed, ana a resolution was 
pasted recommending that all fees charged by veterinary 
surgeons should be increased by not less than 25%. 

It was further resolved that the scale of fees drawn up 
after numerous committee meetings, and adopted by 


the National in March 1914, for the examination etc., of 
animal8 for insurance purposes should also be increased 
by 25%. The schedule of fees was duly circulated in 
1914. to the local branches of the National, but owing to 
lack of united action on the part of some members, and 
of veterinary surgeons not members of the association or 
its branches, the insurance companies have continued to 
get their work done at absurdly low fees. 

The proceedings at some of the local societies show 
that there is now a very widespread feeling that those 
fees must be raised, but there is great danger of under¬ 
mining the work of the National by separate action if 
oare is not taken. 

As acting secretary of the National, and with the able 
assistance of Mr. A. S. Adams, of Dursley, representing 
the veterinary surgeons of Gloucestershire, I nave been 
in conference with the Live Stock Offices Association, 
the body which co-ordinates the policy of the Insurance 
Companies, with reference, inter alia , to veterinary 
surgeons’ fees. Negotiations are in hand at the present 
I time, but some difficulty is being experienced owing to 
the view expressed by the L.S.O.A. that the National 
only represents some of the veterinary societies, and not 
all. This is true only in so far as concerns a few recent¬ 
ly-formed societies or collections of veterinary surgeons 
who have not yet affiliated to the National. 

Under these circumstances, therefore, I would suggest 
that the various Branches of the National, and other 
local bodies, should postpone their proceedings pending 
some definite result of the present negotiations. It 
might also strengthen our hands if the local societies 
intimated to the Live Stock Offices Association, 17 Pall 
Mall East, S.W. 1, their adherence to the National, and 
their willingness to accept the parent body, the N.V.M. 
A., as their authorised agents in this matter. 

1 append the schedule of fees as adopted in 1914, to¬ 
gether with the list of fees as affected by the 25% 
increase 

Scale of Fees as finally adopted by the Council of the 
above Association at their sitting on the 12th of March, 
1914, for examination and report on general health, 
condition, age, colour markings, and approximate value 
of animals proposed for insurance :— 

horses and valuable pedioree cattle. 

Original N.V.M.A. 

Fees. AomdiM im 

(a) Single animal under the value of £50 5/- 6/8 

Two animale ,, ,, ,, 5/- ea. 6/8 ea. 

After the first two per heed 2/6 ,, S/l£ ,, 

(b) Single animal valued at £50, 

and under £100 10/6 IS/- 
(e) ,, „ valued at £100, 

and under £250 15/- 18/9 

(d) ,, „ valued at £250, 

and under £1000 21/• 26/8 

If more than two animals are examined, the third and 
all subsequent ones at half the above charges. 

STORE CATTLE, ORDINARY MILKING COWS, ETC. 

(e) Single animal 5/- 6/8 

Two or more animals per head 2/6 3/1 £ 

(f) Special reports on illness, accident, Ac 10/6 13/- 

(p) Post-mortem examB. and reports 21/- ea. 26/8 

(h) Other stock, sheep, pigs, etc., in considerable numbers, 
by special arrangements. 

The above fees are for services rendered at the veterinary 
surgeons’ establishment, or within the distance of one mile 
thereof. For allowance beyond one mile the following 
additional fees are to be charged in lieu of mileage :— 


From 1 to 3 miles 

1 h 

1/3 

,, 3 to 5 ,, 

2/6 

3/1, 

„ 5 to 8 

3/6 

4/4, 


Beyond & miles in proportion. 

Geo. H. Wooldridge. 


R.V. College, Hon. Trees, and Acting Hon. Sec. 

Camden Town, N.W. 
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PARASITIC MANGE IN THE HORSE. 

By Prof. G. H. Wooldridge R. V. Coll : London. 

Mange is a skin disease caused by parasites belonging 
to the order Acarina and comprised of the families Sar- 
coptidse and Demodecid®. The parasites are all small 
and are mainly microscopic in size though some may be 
recognised as small moving points with the unaided eye. 

In the horse three genera of Sarcoptid® may be met 
with, namely, Sarcoptes , Psoroptes and the Chorioptes y 
or Symbiote a, causing respectively sarcoptic mange, 
psoroptic mange, or chonoptic or symbiotic mange. 
Demodecida are comparatively rarer in the horse, and 
when present may set up demodectic or follicular mange.; 

Life History of the Parasites. All the Sarcoptid® 
have a similar life history. The fertilized or ovigerous 
female deposits her eggs, which under favourable cir¬ 
cumstances hatch out and liberate the larvae which po¬ 
ssess only three pairs of legs and are asexual. After 
moulting several times the nympha is liberated possess¬ 
ing four pairs of legs but still asexual. After further 
moulting the nympha gives rise to the adult sexually 
mature male, or the pubescent female. The females are 
always in excess of the males. The male then fertilizes 
one or more females and dies, while the fertilized female, 
after moulting, becomes the ovigerous female and 
deposits her eggs, thus recommencing the life cycle. 

In the case of the Barcoptes, the females burrow into 
the epidermis, forming channels or galleries, depositing 
their eggs as they go, the number averaging about 15 
(10-30.) The Sarcopt then perishes in the depth of the 
gallery. The eggs hatch out in from 3-7 days and the 
hexapod larv® come to the surface, but are still pro¬ 
tected by the scales of the skin. Under favourable con¬ 
ditions the larvae become nymph® 3-4 days later, and 
after a similar period the adults are produced from the 
nymphs, the full cycle under favourable conditions 
thus takes from 2-3 weeks. Unless a considerable num¬ 
ber of parasites were simultaneously transferred from a 
diseased to a healthy animal, it would therefore take at 
least three weeks before symptoms of mange would de¬ 
velop, while if the parasites were very few it would 
probably take another 3 or 4 weeks for the second gen¬ 
eration of acari to be produced before any symptoms 
would be shown. 

The Psoroptes live on the surface of the skin, under 
the scales of the epidermis, but do not burrow. In 
other respects their life history corresponds very closely 
with that of the sarcoptes, but as the female deposits 
many more eggs, 90-100, their multiplication is very 
much more rapid. 

The Chorioptes or Symbiotes also live on the surface 
and do not burrow, ana have a similar life history. They 
are limited to the legs of the host 

Characters of the Parasites. 

Sarcoptes Equi. The sarcopt is a very small acarus 
round or oval in shape. The head or rostrum, consisting 
of maxilla, mandibles and palp®, is very thick and strong 
and adapted for burrowing. It possesses four pairs of 
short thick legs, the anterior two pairs being close to the 
head at the side of the body, and the posterior two pairs 
being under the body, the last pair being invisible from 
the dorsal aspect. In the female the first and second 
pair of legs carry bell-shaped suckers on short stalks, 
and in the male the first, second and fourth pairs carry 
suckers. The ovigerous female is about 400 microns 
long and the male about 250 microns. 

Pwroptes Equi. This is the largest of the mange 
•carl, the ovigerous female averaging about 700 microns 


long and the male 500 microns. It is oval in shape, and 
the rostrum is long and conical, and thus adapted for 
piercing the epidermis. The limbs are long and attached 
near to the margin of the body. The female carries 
suckers on the first, second and fourth pairs of legs, and 
the male carries suckers on the first, second ana thi^d 
pairs of legs. In the male there are also two triangular 
abdominal prolongations each carrying five hairs. 

Chorioptes Equi The chorioptes are also oval para¬ 
sites, the females being about 400 microns long ana ; the 
males about, 300 microns. They possess a short conical 
rostrum, but fairly long legs. The female possesses 
suckers on the first, second and fourth pairs, and the 
male has suckers on all four pairs, on very short stalks. 
The male also possesses two rectangular abdominal pro¬ 
longations each carrying four bristles. 

The duration of life of the various parasites is subject 
to much variation. On the host the probable duration 
is from 4 to 6 weeks after attaining maturity. Off 
the host the parasites live a much shorter time—the 
sarcopts 7-14 days, the psoropts 3-4 weeks, and the 
choriopts rather longer, probably as much as 7-8 weeks. 
The eggs of the various parasites only retain their 
vitality for 2-4 weeks. 

General Symptoms. 

These depend partly upon the mechanical irritation 
caused by the parasites puncturing the epidermis, or 
burrowing in the case of the sarcoptes. and also to some 
extent by irritating secretions which they produce ; the 
latter is probably of far greater importance than gener¬ 
ally recognised. The most noticeable features are 
intense irritation, which is usually worse at night time 
or if the animal becomes hot. There is loss of hair, 
redness of the skin visible in light coloured horses, and 
thickening of the epidermis with the formation of scales 
and crusts. If the affection is wide spread and chronic 
it will also lead to great emaciation and loss of flesh, 
due to interference with the functions of the skin, to 
lack of rest, and to the absorption of toxic products. In 
such cases it may terminate fatally. 

Symptoms of Sarcoptic Mange. The first sign is that 
of intense pruritus. The animal is constantly rubbinx 
and biting itself, and if rubbed or scratched by the hand 
usually shows satisfaction by stretching the head and 
by peculiar movements of the lips and nose. One may 
also feel small papules on the skin, and scaly patches 
may be seen from which the hair soon falls. The 
patches which are small at first, usually commence about 
the withers, neck and shoulders, extend by rubbing and 
by grooming, and may eventually affect the whole trunk. 
The limbs, the mane and tail are very rarely invaded by 
the sarcoptes. On account of the rubbing etc, the 
thickened skin may become fissured, with the formation 
of bleeding crusts and nauseous discharge. If the con¬ 
dition is widespread and treatment is neglected there is 
great malnutrition wasting and debility, and it may be 
fatal. 

Symptoms of Psoroptic Mange are similar in many 
respects to those of sarcoptic mange. The lesions first 
appear about the mane and tail from which seats they 
spread along the back, then to the poll, the submaxillar? 
space and the breast, and in bad cases may extend all 
over the trunk, but only in exceptional cases does it ex-t 
tend to the limbs. There is intense pruritus and the 
animal responds in a similar manner to rubbing with the 
hand. (It may be mentioned in passing, however, that 
this response to rubbing is by no means diagnostic of 
mange. It is only an evidence of pruritus, and hornet 
affected with lice or harvest bugs, etc., will respond it a 
similar manner). In psoroptic mange theie is often a 
little yellowish serous exudate on to the surface of the 
skin 'giving a rrioister and more matted condition thamia 
usual in sarcoptic mange. It has been observed that in 
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. some hones the psoroptes may be confined to the region 
of the ears without causing serious lesions. In such 
cases the animal often shakes his head and rubs it 
against the manger or other object and may attempt to 
r scratch it with his hind foot. 

The differences between the symptoms of sarcoptic 
and psoroptic mange in bad cases are comparatively 
slight and it is often quite impossible to differentiate 
them except by the discovery and identification of the 
individual parasite. Occasionally, of course, the two 
forms may co-exist. The importance of positive diag¬ 
nosis iies in prognosis, since an earlier recovery may be 
expected in psoroptic than in sarcoptic mange. 

Symptoms of Chorioplic ot' Symbiotic Mange. This 
form is chiefly met witn in the lower part of the limbs, 
the pasterns and fetlocks, and sometimes extending 
above the hocks and knees. It most frequently occurs 
in coarse, hairy legged horses, and dirt and neglect 
materially predispose to infection. Attention is often 
first drawn to the condition by the animal stamping his 
feet and rubbing his leg with the opposite foot, and the 
irritation appears to be more pronounced at night when 
in a warm stable. On examination, the skin at the back 
of the pasterns and fetlocks is seen to be scaly and 
thickened, and the hair may be rubbed off. The thick 
ening of the skin often leads to the formation of fissures 
which usually contain exudate and offensive discharge. 
The great pruritus and consequent rubbing of one leg 
against the other leads to the formation of ulcers, and 
sometimes to injuries of the coronets resembling treads. 
Chorioptic mange very rarely extends to any part other I 
than the limbs, and the general condition of the horse 
is not much interfered with. 

Diagnosis. 

The clinical features of mange are often sufficient to 
afford a basis for a fairly positive opinion without the 
resort to microsopic examination, but in no case should 
an absolutely positive diagnosis be made without the 
discovery of the causal parasite. Somewhat similar 
itchy conditions of the skm may be set up by lice, hay- 
mites and harvest bugs, and in each of these cases a 
horse will indicate pleasure by nibbling movements of 
his lips, etc., on being rubbed with the hand. The dis¬ 
covery of these parasites, however, does not definitely 
negative the existence of mange, but if they are present 
ana a careful examination fails to reveal the presence of 
mange parasites it may be safely presumed that the 
former are the cause of the skin disease. 

Examination for the Parasite. For this purpose 
scrapings from the skin of the affected animal roust be 
taken from some new lesion which has not been treated 
with parasiticide dressings. A deep scraping should be 
taken right through the epidermis in order to ensure 
the removal of parasites from the deeper situations as in 
the case of sarcoptes. The scraping may then be warm¬ 
ed and examined with a hand lens by which psoroptes 
or chorioptes may be seen. They may, however, be 
more easily seen by soaking the crusts in 10% caustic 
footash solution and then spreading it on a glass slide 
tor examination under low power of the microscope. 
By this method the sarcoptes may also be seen. 

Another simple method of examination consists in 
placing the scrapings in a small glass covered specimen 
box like a pill box and putting it in a warm place for 
half an hour or so. The warmth makes the parasites 
somewhat active and they often emerge from the debris 
on to the inner surface of the glass lid and can then be 
identified by hand lens or transferred to a slide for 
microscopic examination. 

Pugh’s mange tray is also a useful means of discover¬ 
ing the parasites. It consists of a black enamelled hot 
water dish. It is filled with hot water, and the scrapings 
are placed outside the tray. The warmth makes the 


parasites active and they can be seen making their way 
out of the debris, either by the naked eye or by means of 
a hand lens. The black enamelled surface makes them 
easily visible. They can then be transferred to a slide 
for minute microscopic examination. These methods 
are, however, rather tedious in cases where the parasites 
are not numerous and a considerable quantity of mat¬ 
erial has to be examined. It is then that the method 
suggested by ftheather is particularly serviceable. In 
fact if a large number of scrapings has to be examined 
this is the most expeditious and certain method of dis¬ 
covering the parasite if present. 

Sheathers Method. This consists of placing the ma¬ 
terial in a test, tube (or a portion of, it as it may be wise 
to reserve a little in case of accident). Hair and epithe¬ 
lial debris may be all put in together. A quantity of 10% 
caustic potash solution is then put in the test tube and 
it is boiled over a Bunsen burner or spirit lamp from 
5-10 minutes. This dissolves most of the hair and epi¬ 
thelium, but the parasites and their eggs are left unin¬ 
jured. The material is then centrifuged for a few turns, 
as the result of which process any parasites present are 
speedily driven to the bottom of the tube. The sediment 
thus obtained should then be transferred by means of a 
pipette to a slide and spread out and examined under a 
low power of the microscope. Practically the whole of 
the parasites from a large amount of material may thus 
be obtained on a single slide, so avoiding the necessity 
of examination of numerous slides. The method is par¬ 
ticularly serviceable in those cases where the parasites 
are not very numerous. 

Transmission. The chief source of infection in mange 
is an affected animal and it often happens that an ani¬ 
mal already affected is introduced into a stud but not 
showing appreciable symptoms for a month or two after. 
During this period his grooming utensils have been used 
on other horses and parasites have been transferred, so 
that by the time the hrst one shows symptoms there may 
be others also showing symptoms of mange. Other 
means of transmission include harness, hands and clothes 
of attendants, rubbing posts, litter, railway horse boxes 
and ambulances, and it should be pointed ont that the 
blacksmith is anything but free from suspicion. Trans¬ 
mission is more rapid in studs where a number of horses 
are stabled closely together, and particularly in badly 
kept neglected horses and stables. Over-work, exposure 
and bad feeding afford better conditions for the devel¬ 
opment of the parasites when once they have been con¬ 
veyed to the skin of an animal. The sarcoptic and 
psoroptic forms are the most easily transferred, while the 
symbiotic form of the disease is much less rapidly trans¬ 
ferred. 

Sarcoptic mange is transmissible from horse to 
horse and sometimes to the ox ; it is also transmissible 
to man, and affects the arms and breasts of grooms and 
stablemen causing great pruritus. It only lasts a few 
days, and is rapidly remedied with a little sulphur oint¬ 
ment. Psoroptic mange is easily transmitted from 
horse to horse, but not to grooms. Symbiotic mange is 
also transmissible only from horse to horse and often 
then only in favourable or dirty conditions. 

Follicular Mange. 

As already stated follicular mange, which is due to 
the Demodex Jolliculorum is sometimes met with in the 
horse. This parasite differs considerably from the 
sarcoptidae already described. It is a degenerate form 
of acarus, with an elongated fusiform body having in 
the adult stage four pairs of short stumpy legs which 
protrude like little knobs at the margins of the anterior 
portion of the body. The species has a life cycle similar 
to that of other acari. The ovigerous females deposit 
eggs from which hexapod larvae are hatched. These give 
rise to nymphie which are asexual and subsequently 
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develope into the sexually mature acari. They inhabit 
principally the hair follicles and the sebaceous glands of 
the skin, and sometimes set up lesions closely resemb¬ 
ling acne. It is not a very contagious disease and its 
actual method of spread is obscure. 

Symptoms. The lesions of follicular mange in the 
horse are principally met with about the head, chiefly in 
the region of tne eye-lids and the nose. The hairs 
become erect and are often shed, and a scaly condition 
developes, pustules are comparatively rare. There is 
very little pruritus and it is rare for more than one case 
to be met with at a time. 

Treatment. 

The treatment of sarcoptic and psoroptic and follicular 
mange consists primarily in the application of parasiti¬ 
cides, a considerable number of which are effective. 
Thoroughness and frequency of application are the only 
secrets of success, provided, of course, that an efficient 
parasiticide is used ; and herein lies the difficulty. If 
one wishes to be uniformly successful it would appear 
to be necessary to apply the remedies oneself, but In a; 
large practice such a procedure is not practicable. 
Owing to the life cycle, tne dressings should be applied 
every 4 days. For psoroptic and chorioptic mange, 4 
such dressings should suffice. For sarcoptic the treat- 1 
ment must extend over 4 to 6 weeks. The various! 
parasiticides employed include sulphur, potassium sul-' 
phurata, sulphurated lime, creosote, oil of tar, turpentine,! 
petroleum, crude tobacco juice, salicylic acid, arsenic, 
mercury, chloride of zinc, and eusol. It is difficult to 
say which of these is the most effective, for as 1 have! 
already stated, probably more depends upon the method! 
and thoroughness of application than on the choice of 
the particular agent. In my hands the best results have 
been obtained with the old dressing consisting of sulphur 
I-lJ lb, bicarbonate of potash ^ lb, oil of tar Jviii and! 
rape oil 1 gallon. It has been practically, impossible 
recently to obtain good rape oil for this pnrpose, and; 
other oils which have been suggested, such as fish oil 
and train oil, are rather apt to blister the skin and cause 
a shedding of the coat, which may be found very trouble¬ 
some. The lime and sulphur dressing is a much cheaper 
preparation, and according to some authorities is equally 
effective, though in my hands it has not proved quite so 
useful. As recommended by the Board of Agriculture, 
it may be prepared by first mixing together 9lb lime, re¬ 
cently slaked, with 18tb sulphur, and making it into a 
paste almost like mortar. It is put into a cloth bag 
tied securely and suspended in a boiler containing from 
10-12 gals, of water. It is then boiled for 2-3 hours, 
when it is yellowish brown in colour. If the water has 
become reduced to less than 10 gals, it must be made up 
to that amount. This concentrated solution may then, 
be employed in the proportion of 1 pint to a gallon of 
water. In preparing the dressing the bag must not 
touch the sides of the boiler otherwise it would probably 
burn through and burst liberating the lime and sulphur 
and ruining the material and probably the boiler. 

Another simple preparation consists in boiling together, 
sulphur and washing soda in the proportion of lib of 
eacn to the gallon of water. Of tne arsenical prep¬ 
arations Cooper’s sheep dip may be used, or a erode 
Fowler’s solution (1 % white arsenic dissolved with the 
assistance of caustic potash). A mercurial soap is fre¬ 
quently used with excellent results : it consists of equal 
parts of strong blue mercurial ointment and soft soap 
melted together and thoroughly mixed. Of chloride of 
.zinc a useful preparation may be made from Burnett’s 
disinfecting fluid which contains 200 grs. to $ by mix¬ 
ing §xv-xx to a gallon of water, thus reducing it to either 
4 or 5 per cent solution* 

Mtthoof Application. The animal should be iso¬ 
lated and a separate groom told off to look after the 


affected animals. Wherever possible the coat should he 
clipped and the clippings should be burnt. The skin 
should next be well soaked and washed with soda and 
water and hard soap, to soften the scales as far as peas' 
ible and thus allow the dressing to penetrate. The dre- 
sing should next be applied all over the body in the case 
of sarcoptic and psoroptic mange, owing to the impos¬ 
sibility of determining the exact limit of the spread of 
the parasite. The dressing should be repeated, in four 
days and washed off at the end of a week. The Bkin 
should be left undressed for a few days, then the dres¬ 
sing repeated as before. In the case of psoroptic mange, 
if the dressings have been thoroughly applied practically 
all the parasites will have been destroyed, including 
those which have hatched out in the interval ; so that in 
from 2-3 weeks in psoroptic mange all the parasites 
should be destroyed, and all that remains is for the hair 
to grow again. In the rase of sarcoptic mange it is 
usually necessary to continue the treatment for a fur¬ 
ther similar period owing to the different life history of 
the parasite. The Board of Agriculture recommend the 
application of the lime and sulphur dressing by means 
of a spray, and suggests that by this method it is unneces¬ 
sary to clip the horse, since if the spray is directed in the 
opposite way to the hair it will be driven close into the 
skin, and the thicker coat assists in the retention of more 
fluid and therefore is more effective in destroying the 
parasites. In my experience the application by this 
method requires assisting by rubbing of the lotion into 
the skin since most of the liquid runs off the coat as ap¬ 
plied. A good plan and probably the best, is to give 
two dressings of the oil, sulphur, and tar, and use the 
spray for subsequent dressings twice each week. 

During the course of treatment the exhaustion and 
emaciation must be counteracted by a generous diet and 
the administration of a course of tonics, including 
arsenic; but in bad cases in spite of all vigorous atten¬ 
tion horses will become cachectic, weak ana may die. 

In France the method of treatment by fumigation 
with sulphurous acid gas has been recommended and 
good results claimed for it. After clipping and washing, 
the horse is placed in a loose box with his head protru¬ 
ding through a tarpaulin sheet; otherwise the box is as 
nearly air tight as possible. A quantity of concentrated 
sulphur dioxide is then turned on into the box and the 
horse is kept exposed to the gas for two hours. The head 
is subsequently dressed with a 10% solution of cresyl in 
oil. The cure is said to be effected fairly rapidly by this 
method. 

Symbiotic Mange. Owing to the more limited distri¬ 
bution of this form the treatment is simpler than that of 
the other forms of mange, but the same dressings will be 
found equally effective. Wherever possible the hair 
should be removed from the legs first, and the application 
must be repeated several times with intervals of a few 
days. 

A very important part of the treatment for mange 
consists m the attention to the stables, clothing, harness, 
grooming utensils, and any place on which an animal 
may have rubbed, including the shafts of the various 
vehicles. These should all oe very thoroughly disin¬ 
fected. After which the stalls and boxes well swept out 
and the sweepings burnt For disinfection of the prem¬ 
ises the Board of Agriculture recommend a thorough 
washing with a 4% minimum solution of carbolic acid 
containing not less than 95% of actual carbolic acid. - It 
should be pointed out that lime wash is of itself not a 
disinfectant, and that to be effective it should contain 
not less than 4% of carbolic acid. The clothing^ harness 
and utensils should all be exposed to a similar potent 
parasiticide in a large tank Any half-hearted attempt at 
disinfecting these articles is fore-doomed to failures V 
* Relapses after apparent recovery from mange not in¬ 
frequently occur. A few parasites.may survive the 
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treatment, but as they take a long time to become suf¬ 
ficiently numerous to cause fresh symptoms the relapse 
may hot be apparent for several months. It is therefore 
doubtful whether an apparently recovered animal should 
be reintroduced into a healthy stud in less than three 
months. It may not, however, be practicable in many 
casesto carry out this principle. 

It is well to point out that although the measures re¬ 
commended for the treatment of mange appear to be 
comparatively simple, those who have had much exper¬ 
ience of the disease know full well that they are by no 
means as simple as they appear, and that with all care 
results are frequently very disappointing There appears 
to be no royal road to success; thoroughness, patience, 
and perseverance, together with a judicious use of para¬ 
siticides, will, in the majority of cases, be rewarded by 
Success. ’ 

In answering Questions that followed the reading of 
the paper, Prof. Wooldridge said he knew of no cases in 
which horses had caught a chill after being dressed all 
over. 

The Chairman said he quite agreed that the old tar, 
oil, and sulphur dressing was most effective. < 

jPref. Wooldridge answering other questions said be 
•had sometimes found lice and the mange parasite on the 
same horse. Generally the mane and the tail ought to 
be clipped in the case of parasitic mange. It was not 
practicable to take all the hair off a home’s tail as a rule 
but if that was the only way by which good results 
oould be obtained by all means let it be done, because it 
would expedite the cure. It was more difficult to treat 
in the mane than in the tail, although there was likely 
to be a good deal of trouble at the base of the tail. He 
much preferred rape oil to train oil. 

Mr. Wallis : I have used a good deal of train oil and 
never found it do any harm. 

Prof. Wooldridge : I have used it and got blisters. 

Mr. Wallis : The pre-war train oil never did that. 

The Hon. Sec. : But the war train oil does. 

Prof. Wooldridge : Even the rape oil is not so good 
as it used to be. 

Mr. Wallis : What about linseed ? 

Prof. Wooldridge : It is a drying oil and blisters the 
skin. An ideal oil would be olive oil, but it is far too 
expensive. 

Mr. Wallis : Will train oil and rape oil mixed do 1 

Prof. Wooldridge advocated the use of eusol as the 
finest and cheapest solution. It was perfectly safe and 
non-poisonous. It could be used on the frailest dog and 
cat, on any sort of wound, and to swab out the peritoneal 
cavity. It could be used in eye and in ear cases. It 
would sweeten the most stinking wound in a few mo¬ 
ments. It was made of loz chlorinated lime, loz. bor- 
acic acid, and water to one Winchester quart. It must 
be filtered after three hours when it would become a 
perfectly clear water like solution. It would keep po¬ 
tent for several months if properly corked up. At the 
College he used more of that than of all other disinfec¬ 
tants put together. They must not, however put their 
instruments into it. It turned blood green. 

Mr. Wallis mentioned that some weeks ago he had a 
fire in his office and discovered that drugs and instru¬ 
ments in his house were not covered by nis fire policy. 
He mentioned this for the information of members. As 
an old insurer the company paid him, but they were not 
bound to do so. 

After reading the paper, Prof. Wooldidge exhibited 
under the microscope the various types of mange para¬ 
sites, and also specimens of the harvest bug, horse lice, 
bay mites and meal mites, fowl acari, and stained sec¬ 
tions of hair affected with ringworm. 

He also exhibited a spraying pump of the kiod re¬ 
commended by the Board of Agriculture. 


A hearty vote of thanks was unanimously passed by 
the members present to Prof. Wooldridge for coming 
down and giving them such a splendid paper, which the 
Professor briefly replied to. 

Hy. P. Standley, Hon. Sec. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Resolution. 

Passed unanimously at a General Meeting of the 
members of the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical 
Association, held at Belfast, this 28th day of March, 
1919 

“ That this meeting place on record its appreciation of 
the action of tne Government in introducing: the 
Ministry of Health Bill, and its application to Ireland. 
Further, having regard to the invaluable assistance 
heretofore rendered by the members of the veterinary 
profession to the cause of public health, and to the 
important part which they must in the future under¬ 
take in the matter, would point out the necessity of 
having the words * And a member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons’ added to clause {d) of sub¬ 
section 2 ; and at least one member of the veterinary 
profession on the Irish Public Health Consultative 
Council; and this meeting requests the Government to 
provide in said Bill for such representation. 

That copies of thiB resolntion be forwarded to the 
Prime Minister, Dr Addison, the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, the Attorney General for Ireland, and the 
Ulster Members of Parliament.” 

Belfast, 3lst March, 1919. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 

At a meeting of the Board of Governors of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College held in Glasgow, Sir Hugh 
Shaw Stewart, Bart., C.B., presiding, a report was sub¬ 
mitted by the representatives who bad attended the 
recent conferences held at the office of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society in Edinburgh regarding the pro- 
posed national scheme for research into diseases of an¬ 
imals. The report stated that there were present 
representatives from the Highland Society, the Scottish 
Chamber of Agriculture, the National Farmers’ Union, 
and the two Scottish Veterinary Colleges, and that sub¬ 
sequently these representatives had conferred on the 
subject with the Board of Agriculture at the office of 
the Board, who were in full sympathy with the scheme. 

It was decided to hold an opening lecture at the Col¬ 
lege at the commencement of tne new session in October 
next, and it was left to Professor Glaister of Glasgow 
University, and Professor Gaiger, of the College, to make 
the necessary arrangements. No opening lecture has 
been held since the commencement of the war. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Sir.—This week’s Record, is very depressing reading 
Nearly all its space is taken np with the reports of the 
Eastern Counties and Central Societies, and what did 
their proceedings amount to? The Eastern Conn ties’ 
men were bad enough. They were largely occupied in 
discussing the eternally recurrent question of insurance 
companies’ fees ; but, as usnal in veterinary debates 
upon this subject, there was little evidence that anyone 
realised certain obvious truths which will alioayg pre¬ 
vent insurance companies from offering terms really 
satisfactory to the profession. The members of the 
Central Society were still worse. They were discussing. 
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“ the situation of veterinary politics,” and how much 
clearer did they make it? Many “grievances” were 
enlarged upon, but how many suggestions to remedy 
them were put forward ? There was plenty of talk of 
what ought to be done, and too little thought of what 
could be done. I have never read a series of more strik¬ 
ingly futile speeches, and none were much more so than 
those of the two candidates for Council. The collective 
wisdom of the meeting may be judged from the fact 
that the retrograde scheme of “district representation” 
received universal approval. How that proposal, if it 
eould be carried into effect, could be expected to remedy 
existing ’* grievances " is beyond comprehension ; and 
certainly it would tend to put smaller and narrower 
men on the Council. The Bystem of societies running 
candidates for the Council has given us many medio¬ 
crities and some nonentities; that of district represent¬ 
ation would give us a still larger number of both. The 
only good thing to be said of district representation is 
that it is not so dangerous as another policy which was 
advocated at the meeting, and recently also in other 
quarters— the policy of a veterinary strike. It is 
time for us to ponder where that advice is likely to 
kudus. 

On March Sind you published a letter signed “ Fra 
Diavolo,” which was a most curious mixture of very bad 
and veiy good advice. The bad, of course, was that we 
should return to advertising, and lose most of our pro¬ 
fessional status by adopting trade methods. The best 
part of the good is the single sentence “ If members of 
the profession had the instinct for combination so highly 
developed in miners, still they could be done without . 
The italics are mine, and no wiser words than those 
could be spoken to the profession just now. 

For we could be done without. We are a useful body 
whose utility is not yet fully recognised ; and, even if it 
were, we are not and uever shall be indispensable. 
Insurance companies, upon whom we so urgently press 
our claims, could do without us. Some, including, I 
think, at least one of the largest, do so now ; all will if 
we insist upon terms that would make their contracts 
unprofitable. The public could do without us; we know 
that many owners habitually do so, and more will if we 
persist in demanding more than they think we are worth. 
Lotus remember that veterinary schools and trained 
veterinary surgeons have only existed a few generations, 
that for by far the greater part of the world's history all 
veterinary work was done by empirics, and that through¬ 
out that period the work itself was more important 
economically than today—and let us be warned in 
time.—Yours faithfully, 

“ Dagonrt." 


COUNTY COUNCIL FEES AND MILEAGE. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record” 

Sir,—May I appeal through the medium of your 
Journal to secretaries or other members of Veterinary 
Medical Associations as to what the County Council 
fees and mileage are in the counties they embrace, as 
there appears to be a great diversity of charges; we in 
the west do not think we are being paid sufficiently and 
would like to know what other counties are receiving. 
I do not see why there should not be a universal fee 
throughout the country, and if our ’‘Veterinary Parlia¬ 
ment ” would take this matter up and the question of 
fees generally, I am inclined to think the subscriptions 
to the R.C. V.S. would increase very considerably. A 
post card reply will oblige. Thanking you in antici 
pation.—Yours faithfully, 

Wm. Roach. 

President Western Counties V.M.A. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 




Mar. 

H. Andrew, London. S.W. 1. 

£1 

1 

0 

T. J. Brain, Cheltenham. 

1 

1 

0 

J. J- Orowhurst Stratford-on-Avon 1 

1 

0 

F. L. Gooch, Stamford Baron. 

1 


0 

J. Hammond, Bale. 

1 

I 

0 

F. Lindsay, Capt. r.a.v.c. 

i 

1 

0 

J. E. Mills, Caersws. 1918, 1919 

0 

2 

0 

R. B. Nelder, Exeter. 

1 

1 

0 

W. B Nelder, Capt. R.A.v.0. 

1 

1 

0 

C. A. Powell, Woourn. 

1 

1 

0 

„ 1918 (omittted from 




last year's list) 

1 

1 

0 

Previously acknowledged 

£677 

18 

0 


£690 

10 

0 



April 

W. Anderson, Keith, Banff. 

£1 

\ 

0 

A. H. Berry, Board of Agriculture 

1 

1 

0 

W. G. Evans, Capt. r.a.v.c. 

J. W. McIntosh, London. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

J. F. Rees, Carmarthen. 

1 

1 

u 

W. Roots, London, S.E. 1. 

1 

1 

0 

M. T&ilby. Birmingham. 

l 

l 

1 

Previously acknowledged 

£690 

10 

0 


£697 17 0 


Anolo-Franoo-Beluian Veterinary Relief Fund. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 

The following Donations are gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged ;— 

N. Almond, Kingstone £110 

H. Andrew, Borough 1 1 o 

A. Baird, Major l 1 0 

R. Barron, Blaodford 1 ] u 

E. W. Bqvett. Bridgwater 2 2 0 

J. Brown, Invergordon l \ n 

J. Cleary, R&thdrum 5 0 u 

S. H. Gaiger, Glasgow 2 2 0 

F. L. Gooch, Stamford 1 l 0 

G. Gordon, Capt. 2 2 o 

J. Hammond. Bale 1 1 o 

W. James, Llanybyther 10 n 

A. Lawson, Manchester - 2 2 n 

R. N. Lewis, Major 1 1 0 

W. L. Little, Capt 1 1 0 

E. Peacey, Board of Agriculture 2 2 u 

J. Peddie, Major, Auchterbouse 1 1 o 

T. S. Price, Brixton 10 10 0 . 

J. R. O. Reali, Bristol 10 o 

T. F. Spencer, Kettering 2 2 0 

H. Thomson, C.B., M^j. Gen. 2 2 0 

F. J. Thornton. Dorchester 1 1 0 

P. Vincent, Romford 1 l o 

E. A. West, London 1 1 <> 

J. B. White, Hatfield Broad Oak 10 6 

G. Whitehead, Batley 1 1 o 

E. C. Winter, Capt. * 1 1 o * - 

W. Woods, Wigan 5 0 o 


£62 9 6 

Previously acknowledged 60 10 0 


£U£ lft 
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April 2. 

A. S. Adams, Dursley £2 2 0 

W. AndersoD, Keith. Banff 110 

J. H. Bennett, Romford 1 1 0 

J. A. Edwards, Capt. b.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

W. Logan, Major, InvemesR 2 2 0 

J. F. Rees, Carmarthen 1 1 0 

W. Robertson, Kirkintilloch 110 

R. A. Thrale, Croydon 1 1 0 


Previously acknowledged £112 19 6 


£123 9 6 


Erratum.—In the list appearing on March 22nd, the 
subscription entered from “ A. L. Farrant, Hove,” 
should have been entered “ A. L. Farrant, Major, 
C.M.Q. Corps/’ 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, Mar. 20. 
His Majesty held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 

The Most Distinguished Order of 
St. Michael and St. George. 

* * * * 

Col. William Anthony. Lieut. Col. Alfred Head. 


OBITUARY. 

Joseph Woodgkr, m.r.c.v.s., 

Graduated Lend : May, 1860. 

Mr. Woodger died on 26th March, at 60 Sutton Court 
Road, Chiswick, aged 79. 

Delaney, George Joseph, m.r.c.v.s., Ballyhaunit, 
Co. Mayo. 

Graduated Dub : Dec, 1914. 

Died November, 1918. 

The late Mr. K. P. Rankin. 

Mr. Kenneth Rankin, inspector Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, was the fourth son of late Rev. Robert 
Rankin, B.D., of Lamington. Mr. Rankin was held in 
very high esteem. He was a faithful and trusted officer 
of the Board of Agriculture, thoroughly conscientious, 
and having a wide veterinary knowledge, which he ap 
plied with caution and firmness. Prior to his death he 
was investigating the serious outbreak of rabies in the 
South of England.— N.B.A. 

Case— On March 24th, at Cobham Lodge, Munster 
Road, Fulham, Queenie, the darling only child of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Case, aged 9 years. After f» days illness. 


Personal. 

Moore— Lily Mary Patricia, wife of Captain Roger 
Moore, r.a.v.c., of a son, at Harrington Square, 26th 
March. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Cases 

Confrmd 

* 1 »- “ 
& jg e 

0 •s c 
:0< 

Anth 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(<*) 

rax 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Ont- Ani- 
breaks male. 
(0) 

Olan 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

ders.f 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Ont- Ani- 
breaks male. 

(ft) 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(b) 

Swine Fever 

Ont- Slangh 
breaks tered. * 

(a) 

Qt. Britain. 

Week ended March 29 

/ 1918 

Corresponding 1 1Q17 

week in j «” 

3 


3 

4 



2 

15 

124 

264 

11 

18 

C 



3 

13 

14 

3 

13 

18 



1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

2 

106 

64 

48 

. 185 
131 
115 

7 

12 

1 

15 

45 

105 

6 

16 

310 j 

Total for 13 weeks, 1919 

Corresponding | 

period in | jgjg 

|>7 

3 

51 

70 

19 

106 

3 

16 

2118 

4313 

193 

275 

95 



86 

180 

168 

100 

211 

201 

1 

24 

9 

s 

19 

80 

13 

58 

1859 

1021 

1001 

3592 

2159 

2474 

201 

322 

149 

195 

552 

1079 

76 

196 

3376 


(4) Confirmed, (ft) Reported by Looal Authorities f Counties affeoted, animals attacked :—London 2 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 1, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 









Outbreaks 




IRELAND. Week ended March 29 
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1 

1 

44 
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14 

47 
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1 

1 1 
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45 
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0 

96 

Corresponding period in -! 1917 ... 

2 
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59 
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The role of “Thf. National.” 

One of the most hopeful signs of the changing 
conditions at the present time is the resumption bv 
the National V.M.A., of its normal functions, which 
have necessarily been in abeyance during the ab¬ 
sence of so large a proportion of its members. 

In our issue of last week, Prof. Wooldridge de¬ 
scribed the action of The National V.M.A. with 
regard to insurance companies' fees, and asked local 
societies to take certain steps to strengthen the 
hands of the central body. In the same number 
Mr. Roach, the President of the Western Counties 
V.M.A.., asked other local societies for information 
concerning County Council fees and mileage. He 
did not mention the “ National,” to which his own 
society is affiliated; but obviously the “ National ” 
could he quite as useful in dealing with County 
Councils as with Insurance Companies. It is more 
than questionable whether the Council B.C.V.S. 
would concern itself with either question, and 
reasons can be advanced against such action. The 
“ National ” could undertake both ; and, with its 
organisation, should be a much more effective in¬ 
strument for any such work than the College 
Council. 

A uniform scale of fees throughout the country 
covering ail the requirements of general practice is 
a more than doubtful proposition: the difficulties 
of establishing such a scale are great. Uniformity 
as regards some special branches, such as County 
Council or Insurance work seems much more 
feasible. Tbe “ National,” from its extensive local 
connections, could do excellent work towards this 
end ; but in this, as in all questions of fees, the 
support of tbe profession is essential. It is 
necessary to be made clear that the “ National ” is 
representative of all the societies. Prof. Wooldridge 
indicates that some difficulty on this score has 
already arisen in the negotiations upon insurance 
fees, and offers useful suggestions to remove it. 
The same point might arise with County Councils, 
and could be met in the same way. At present the 
“ National ” is not unassailable in this respect, but 
the local societies could soon make it so. 

Another difficulty may prove much more serious. 
This is what Prof. Wooldridge euphemistically 
calls “ lack of united action on the part of some 
members, and of veterinary surgeons not members 
of the association or its branches.” This faotor 
may not have much, if indeed any, effect as regards 
County Councils; but it is clear that it must be 
reckoned with as regards Insurance Companies. 
The first and best method of dealing with it is by 
working to increase the strength and influence of 
The National and all its branches. 


The Register B.C.V.S. 

Copies of the Begister for the current year are 
now issued. Like its predecessor, it is a “ war ” 
issue, shorn of much of the supplementary infor¬ 
mation which we have grown accustomed to look 
for in late years; but it is hoped that next year 
there will be a return to better conditions. The 
number of names registered is 3359, against 3381 
of the last issue; and this includes 22 names of 
members whose present address is unknown to the 
Registrar. Members who can assist in the matter 
are asked to send the information to 10 Bed Lion 
Square. In this connection it should be remember¬ 
ed that entry on the Begister—not the possession 
of the diploma—is the legal evidence of qualification 
to practise (V.S. Act 1881, Sec. 9). 

The list of members admitted since last issue con¬ 
tains 44 names: and tbe obituary list has 67 names, 
of which 16 were deaths while “ on service.” There 
are also the names of Prof. A. Degive, and Prof. A. 
Liautard, Honorary Associates B.C.V.S. 

Becent reports of Council meetings show the 
probability of an increasing number of entries of 
students at the Veterinary Colleges, but obviously, 
several years must elapse before there can be any 
material increase of practitioners on the Begister. 

Register III—“ Existing Practitioners,” shows a 
decrease from 145 to 137 during the year, a rate 
which has shown little change for tbe past five 
years. 


ON PROPAGANDA WORK. 

The very interesting address by Mr. .T. W. 
McIntosh on “ The situation of Veterinary Politics,” 
and the discussion which followed, may well point 
a moral, and I think one can hardly emphasize too 
strongly some of the comments made by Professor 
Macqueen. 

General complaints about the social position of 
the profession leave me quite cold. I can remem¬ 
ber to have heard the same things nearly forty 
years ago. The forms change but they are all 
fundamentally the same. It appears actually that 
the social position of the veterinary profession is 
precisely that of any other profession, which is, that 
each individual member’s social position is only 
personal to himself. 

The political position is a very different matter 
indeed. In this sense the profession in Franoe (I 
mention that country because I have been resident 
there for thirteen years) occupies a very good 
position indeed. 

The position in most of our colonies is very satis¬ 
factory, and in Australia, in New Zealand and in 
Canada, the profession has a great deal of influence. 
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The political position in the United Kingdom 
seems to be generally admitted to be very unsatis¬ 
factory. I am one of those who believe our politi¬ 
cal position in this country to be entirely bad, and 
our .influence very small; and I attribute this to the 
apparent fact that our existence is almost unknown 
to the public. To lead the life of a hermit is a lux¬ 
ury one must pay for sooner or later, and our gen¬ 
eral policy of obscurity has already pushed us to 
the verge of bankruptcy, and will, if continued, put 
us over the edge. 

I agree with Prof. Macqueen that to blame the 
Council is unjust, since that body has no power in 
this particular matter except in the elimination of 
unfit elements, and in that matter it seems to be 
perfectly capable and zealous. 

Prof. Macqueen said 11 What was required was 
propaganda work.” I believe that to be the root 
of the whole matter, since every profession (except 
our own ) and every institution (except our own ) 
appears to advertise itself constantly, by means of 
printers’ ink or with the aid of artists’ work. 

During my lifetime I have seen only one solitary 
account in the press of any British Veterinary Col¬ 
lege, whioh could be called in the least instructive 
or attractive to the public. This was a small 
article in the Comhill Magazine (I think in 1882 ) 
on the work of the Royal Veterinary College, 
London. It was somewhat sketchy, but was well 
written, and illustrated with some good drawings 
by Corbould, the .well known animal artist and 
illustrator. After that brief incursion into public 
life we subsided once more into more or less ob¬ 
livion, and none of our Colleges or Veterinary estab¬ 
lishments appear since to have imagined that the 
general public would be at all interested to hear 
anything about them. 

The Army Veterinary Service is, and always has 
been equally a bad example, and this is further 
emphasised by the fact that most other branches 
of the Army have been constant subjects for the 
press and the illustrator, while it alone avoids the 
limelight. 

Prof. Macqueen says we must first induoe mem¬ 
bers of the profession to take an interest in it them¬ 
selves. That is quite evidently the first thing 
necessary, and if they did so, and took a pride and 
a pleasure in the profession as such, they might 
also find a pleasure in taking the public into their 
confidence by means of every kind of propaganda 
work. 

The danger of advocating propaganda work is its 
tendency to assume a spasmodic type. It should 
not consist of one spasm, such as happened in 1882, 
and then be dropped for thirty seven years. It is 
better to at once fall in with modern habits, and 
conduct our propaganda work in the various ways 
and with the constancy so admirably exhibited by 
most other professions. 

At the present moment it is not too much to say, 
that the work of our Army Service, our Civil service, 
and our educational establishments, is to all intents 
and purposes unknown even to a large number of 
mem hers of the profession. The dull reports occa¬ 
sionally issued are unfitted, and apparently not 


intended for ordinary consumption, and are in any 
case seldom if ever read by anyone but the writers, 
and the printers. 

The nature of our work, its vitally humanising 
interests, and its very picturesque surroundings, 
give us an opportunity forpossibly far more attrac¬ 
tive propaganda than can, in the nature of things, 
be enjoyed by almost any other profession. We 
have, and always have had the most priceless 
opportunities, of which, if we had ever taken even 
a 8mall advantage we should oertainly not now be 
complaining of lack of political influence or of pub¬ 
lic appreciation and sympathy 

The big public, either in this country or any 
other, cannot show understanding of, and sympathy 
with, persons or institutions which do not plainly 
reveal themselves and tbeir work in the daylight. 
A general public is always big hearted, and is always 
highly appreciative of courage and sincerity, but 
wants to ne told all about things, and is not inter¬ 
ested in hermits, or in institutions in back streets 
with closed doors, and hermetically sealed museums. 
Probably the greatest opportunity we ever had oc¬ 
curred during the late war. 

We had the most emphatic lead given to us. 
The French Army, quite early in the war, engaged 
a large number of well known artists, and as a 
result the republic now possesses an enormous 
collection of invaluable drawings and paintings 
dealing with every phase of Army life in war time. 
So far as our own, and medical services are con¬ 
cerned these may be divided into three sections. 

1. Pathological and surgical drawings and 

paintings. 

2. Paintings and drawings illustrative of work 

in the field, in hospitals and transport, 

3. Portraits of distinguished officers and men. 

I quote the French Army because it oertainly has 
the largest collection of the kind in the world; but 
the same thing has been done more or less by all 
the civilised (and some of the uncivilised ) armies 
engaged. 

In our own Army the R.A.M.C., more than three 
years ago, commenced the same kind of work. The 
result is that although they do not possess the 
number of works owned by the medical department 
of the French Army, they have a large number of 
very fine ones. I have personally examined many 
of them, and we have certainly never before had 
anything like them in this country in point of merit 
or scientific importance. 

Also, in our own Armv, official artists were en¬ 
gaged who have profusely illustrated the work of 
apparently every branch of the service except our 
own. Many of these have already been exhibited 
to the public at special shows. A large number of 
these piotures will be preserved in the Imperial 
War Museum, and will be for all time of great his¬ 
toric value and interest. 

One may well ask What have we done in thisim- 
portant matter ? How shall we be represented in the 
Imperial War Museum ? And what pathological and 
surgical drawings and paintings have we to com¬ 
pare in any way with those of the R.A.M.C. 
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1 think I am correct in stating that in this 
instance we fully acted up to our ancient traditions 
by doing nothing whatever. So our most recent 
and priceless opportunity for propaganda goes to 
join the ghosts of our many other lost chances. 

So our pathological and surgical progress receives 
no kind of emphasis in accordance with modern 
methods, either with the public or ourselves. 

The only pictorial records of the innumerable 
interesting conditions obtaining during the war, 
probably consist of a few amateur drawings 
privately owned. 

It is now a matter of common knowledge that 
the most impressive of all propaganda work is done 
by means of pictures. Both the educated and the 
uneducated find their attention arrested immed¬ 
iately by vigorous and live drawings or paintings. 
A general understanding of the whole subject is 
taken in at once, and more or less indelibly fixed on 
the memory. 

Written or verbal descriptions of our work are 
also indispensable, but they can never impress the 
public mind in the same degree as a vivid pictorial 
representation of that work actually taking place 
does. Further, written or verbal descriptions can 
only reach a very small public, however energe¬ 
tically they may be issued. A picture has the lar¬ 
gest public of anything in the world, and appeals 
(in varying degrees according to their temperament) 
to all sorts and conditions of men, from the Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury to the ragpicker. 

We need not have the slightest fear of public 
opinion, or of over-educating the people (which 
would indeed be difficult); hut accurate knowledge 
of ourselves and our work is greatly needed in many 
directions, and it is urgently needed in one direc¬ 
tion where it is highly important there should no 
longer continue to be so great a lack of it, and that is 
in the House of Commons. 

This is not the fault of the House of Commons, 
it is entirely and absolutely due to our own tradi¬ 
tional apathy. Had we been in the habit of allow¬ 
ing the public to know the ordinary, and interesting 
facts connected with ourselves, our work, our pro¬ 
gress and our hopes, we should not only have gained 
greatly in influence, but we should have no miserably 
financed colleges, no need of crying to the already 
much harassed State for help, and no danger of 
losing that most priceless thing of all—our inde¬ 
pendence. 

Henry C. Wilkie, f.r.c.v.s., f.z.s. 


SALE OF ARMY HORSES : AN EXPERIENCE. 

On the 28th of March there was a sale of repa¬ 
triated army horses at Haywards Heath, the 
animals having only arrived in this country from 
France about 14 days previously. Amongst the 
consignment was a brown mare about 15 hands, a 
good looking animal in fine condition, not lame, 
and judging by the mark of harness on the shoulders 
evidently a good worker. As a client of mine 
wanted such an animal for his dog-cart he looked 
her over, and as he could see nothing the matter 


with her deoided to buy her at the auction sale. 
He had previously tried to find out from the atten¬ 
dant soldiers and the officer in charge if she was 
all right, but of course they could give no information 
as the horses had only been in the country a few 
days, and had been handed over to them for the 
purpose of the sale. My client purchased her at 
the auction for 38 guineas; the only warranty with 
any of the animals being the freedom from any 
contagious disease— no guarantee of soundness 
was given. 

Next morning I was requested to see the mare, 
because after a short distance in the saddle she had 
bled from the nose. Examining her some little 
time after her return, I found that the Schneiderian 
membrane was very much injected, the tempera¬ 
ture was 102, the pulse about 52 ; but the animal 
did not look ill, and she fed well. Some simple 
treatment was prescribed and the mare was nor¬ 
mal in two days time, whereupon walking exercise 
for a quarter of an hour twice a day was ordered. 

On the eighth day after the sale she was taken out 
of the stable, walked for 50 yards, then trotted for 
say a quarter of a mile when she suddenly came to 
a standstill with blood pauriiuj out of both nostrils, 
and also the mouth when she coughed; the flanks 
heaved, the mare was greatly distressed. The blood 
was bright scarlet, and very profuse for some time. 
On auscultating the lung there were loud, vibrating 
rhonchi of various sorts, mostly low-pitched and 
piping. 

The mare is absolutely useless. I cannot re¬ 
collect meeting with any similar case, and I should 
be much obliged if anyone who has served over in 
France will write stating whether the symptoms 
indicate that the mare has been “ gassed/’ 

My client feels very sore about purchasing snoh a 
useless, deceptive horse. If the animal had been 
lame, or had a big leg, or been broken winded, it 
would have been different, but the foot that the 
horses came from France indicated that they had 
been working over there, and as a matter of fact all 
the rest have, as far as one knows, turned out quite 
satisfactory. The condition may, or may not have 
been in evidence in France, but presuming it had 
been, one would have thought the authorities would 
hardly have sanctioned the transportation to this 
country for the purpose of selling. 

Henry Taylor, 

Haywards Heath, April 7. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch.] 


The annual meeting was held at the Qrand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday, Feb. 28th. The president Mr. 
John Malcolm, of Birmingham, was absent on account 
of indisposition, and Mr. J. Martin, Wellington, the 
senior vice-president, took the chair in his stead. There 
were also present: Messrs T. H. L. Duckworth, 
Ashbourne: J. J. Burchnall, Loughborough; T. 
Chambers, Dudley ; W. H. Brooke, Handsworth ; F. L. 
Gooch, Stamford; R. C. Trigger, Newoastle-under- 
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Lyne; J. Young, Birmingham ;J. Cormack, Coventry; 
F. O. rowley, Sutton Cold held ; W. E. Ison, Atherstone ; 
J. VV. Conchie, Kidderminster ; and the Hon. Sec. Mr. 
H. .7. Dawes, West Bromwich. 

Apologies for non-attendance were announced from 
Prof. Dewar, Messrs F. B. O. Taylor, T. J. Brain, W. 
Trigger, C. S. Hunting, W. Tart, J. R. A. Jones, R. 
Cockburn, L. W. Heelis, H. L. Pemberton, A. B. Forsyth, 
W.Grasby, H. S. Reynolds, H. B. Hiles, T. Ludlow, 
S. J. Marriott, R. Hughes, J. R. Carless, and J. Deville, 
and others. 

The President wrote: 

“ I regret I cannot be at the meeting today, as the 
doctor forbids. Since our last meeting, our society has 
lost one of its pillars by the decease of Mr. W. Stanley 
Carless, of Worcester. He had taken a prominent part 
in the Society in connection with matters bearing on 
the well-being of the profession for the last 35 years. 
He was in many senses the ideal clinical veterinarian. 

I personally had come in contact with him in matters 
quite apart from our Society transactions, and found 
him a thorough gentleman and true friend. I have had 
a good few business transactions with him, in some of 
which he was acting on his own account and others on 
the account of clients, but it was characteristic of the 
man that in these transactions he was always keener on 
behalf of his clients than for himself. I regret we have 
lost another member bearing a well known name, I re¬ 
fer to Mr. James Blakeway, junior, of Stourbridge, 
for whose relatives one and all must deeply feel. 

The meeting today will, of course, elect the officers 
for the coming year. We had all hoped that our absent 
members would have returned in such forces that new 
officers would have been elected, but seeing many are j 
still absent it may be deemed advisable to continue the 
resent lines for another year. I should like to say that 
shall be very pleased to fall in line with whatever is 
decided upon by the meeting, and am prepared to con¬ 
tinue to do the best I can for the Society in any cir¬ 
cumstances.” 

On the motion of the Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. 
Gooch, a message of sympathy was ordered to be sent 
to Mr. Malcolm in his illness, with an expression of the 
hope that he might speedily be restored to his accus¬ 
tomed health. 

Votes of Condolence. 

The Hon. Sec. said it was his melancholy duty to re¬ 
port the deaths of two very old and esteemed members 
of the Association in the persons of Mr. Stanley Carless 
of Worcester, and Mr. James Blakeway, junior, 
Stourbridge. He proposed that letters of condolence 
he sent in the name of the Association to their relatives. 
Mr. Carless was one of their oldest members, who acted 
as Hon. Sec. many years ago and later had filled the 
presidential chair. He continued to attend the meet¬ 
ings regularly and would be very much missed by those 
who had learned to admire him for his professional 
ability and his personal charm. 

In the case of Mr. Blakeway, jun., there was a special 
note of sadness. He came safely through the war, then 
he was taken suddenly away. His brother, Dr. Harry 
Blakeway, of Harley St., London, died a few weeks ago. 
and the double blow to their esteemed father woula 
cause their hearts to go out to him in special measure. 
He believed this was the first time in the long history 
of this Association that the name of Blakeway did not 
appear in the list of members. 

Mr. Trigger, in seconding, spoke very feelingly of 
his old friend Mr. Carless. He said he did not know 
Mr. James Blakeway, jun., so well, but he remembered 
his grandfather as one of the founders and earliest offic¬ 
ials of this Association, and also his father and uncle. 
He was quite sure the profession was infinitely the 
poorer by the loss of two such distinguished men. 


Mr. Chambers, Mr. Burchnal), and Mr. Gooch also 
added personal tributes, and the resolution was carried 

sub silentio. 

New Members . The following gentlemen, nominated 
at the previous meeting, were unanimously elected 
members of the Association : 

Mr. C. S. Hunting, Loughborough, proposed by Mr. 
Cormack and seconded by the Hon. Sec ; and 

Mr. J. R. A. Jones. Gloucester, proposed by Mr. 
Cormack and seconded by M r. Brooke. 

To Help our Allies. 

Mr. Trigger, in accordance with notice duly given, 
moved, ’‘That a further sum of £10 be given to the 
Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund.” He 
said he was sure it would appeal to every member of the 
profession, who can form but an inadequate conception of 
what their brethren in France, and Belgium have suf¬ 
fered by the war. They were left absolutely penniless. 
Up to the present about £400 had been forwarded, but 
from the profession in this country, numbering some¬ 
thing like 3000 members, he thought at least £1000 
ought to be raised. 

The Hon. Sec. seconded. He said the Association 
voted ten guineas two years ago and he was pleased to 
think that the state of their exchequer would warrant 
this further assistance. ( The motion was carried neminr 
con tradir cute.) 

Treasurer's Annual Statement. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. Burchnall ) submitted his 
statement of accounts for the past year, duly audited. 
This showed members' subscriptions £30-10-0, interest 
on War Stock, £5, and bank interest £1-14-6. This, 
with a sum of £93-8-8 brought forward from the prev¬ 
ious year, brought the assets up to £130-13-2, exclusive 
of the capital sum of £100 invested in War Stock. The 
items of expenditure were as follows : Annual subscrip¬ 
tion to Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, £5 5 0 ; 
Affiliation fee to National Veterinary Association, £3- 
19-0; special donation to Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, £10-10 0; donation to Army Veterinary Corps 
Comforts Fund, £7-7-0 ; secretary’s expenses, £25-7-0; 
Treasurer’s expenses £1-2 3 ; cheque book 2/-; making 
a total of £53-12 3, and leaving a sum of £77-0-11 to 
carry forward, or a deficit on the year’s working of £16- 
7 -9. This, Mr. Burchnall explained, was due partly to 
the special donations which would not necessarily recur, 
and to the fact that many members serving with the 
colours were temporarily excused payment of their sub¬ 
scriptions. The present membership was 92, compared 
with 105 a few years ago. 

He asked to be excused from further service as treas¬ 
urer, as his health was not as good as he could wish. 
He had filled the office for eleven years, and had taken 
the keenest pleasure in the work. 

Mr. Ison, in moving that the balance sheet be adopted, 
said the Association was in a very sound financial pos¬ 
ition, notwithstanding the deficit on the year, which 
had been satisfactorily explained. 

Mr. Chambers seconded the motion, which was car¬ 
ried unanimously. 

Report of Council. 

The Hon. Sec. presented the following report of the 
Council of the Association, held immediately prior to the 
general meeting 

It is recommended (1), that the next meeting of the 
Association be held in Birmingham; (2), that the matter 
of a subject for discussion be left to the Hon. Sec. and 
President to arrange; and (3), that the officers of the 
Association be re-elected en bloc until such time as con¬ 
ditions are more settled than they are at present, except 
that Mr. F. L. Gooch be elected an auditor in succession 
to the late Mr. W. S. Carless. 
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A letter was read from Mr. Burchnall tcudering his 
resignation as Hon. Treasurer, and it is suggested that 
Mr. W. H. Brooke be approached with a view to his fill¬ 
ing the vacancy. 

The question of income tax claimed by the Inland 
Revenue from the Association was adjourned until the 
next meeting, certain enquiries to be made in the mean¬ 
time. 

A letter was read from Mr. J. Hill, of Llanelly, invit¬ 
ing support of his candidature for the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and it was re¬ 
solved that he not being a member of this Association, 
his candidature cannot be officially endorsed. 

A letter was read from the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association re Insurance Companies’ fees and other 
matters, and as Mr.' Duckwortn, representing Derby¬ 
shire, was attending the general meeting, it was resolved 
to await a statement from that gentleman. 

Arising out of this report, Mr. Trigger said it would 
be a matter of general regret that Mr. Burchnall felt it 
incumbent upon himself to retire from the Treasurer- 
ship, which he had held with so much credit for the past 
eleven years. He moved that his resignation be receiv¬ 
ed with regret and that Mr. Burchnall be very warmly 
thanked for his past services. 

This was seconded by the Hon. Sec., supported by Mr. 
Chambers, and carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Sec. next moved that Mr. Brooke be elected 
to succeed Mr. Burchnall as Treasurer. Mr. Brooke, he 
said, would make an ideal treasurer, being thorough in 
all that he undertook. 

Mr. Gooch seconded this motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Brooke, in accepting the appointment, said he 
should rely very much on the assistance of the Hon. Sec. 
in the discharge of his new duties. 

The election of the other officers, with the substitution 
of Mr. Gooch for the late Mr. Carless as an auditor, as 
recommended by the Council, was then agreed to ftj-o 
forma, and on the motion of Mr. O’Neill, seconded by 
Mr. Young, a vote of thanks was passed to them for 
their promotion of the Association’s welfare during the 
past twelve months. 

The report of the Council was then adopted in toto , 
on the motion of Mr. O’Neill, seconded by Mr. Conchie. 

Insurance Companies’ Fees. 

Mr. Duckworth said the veterinary surgeons of 
Derbyshire and the immediate neighbourhood had 
recently formed an Association to further their profess¬ 
ional interests, and two meetings which had already 
been held had been well attended. One thing they had 
done, was to fix on a scale of fees among themselves and 
it was working very well, and now they were trying to 
agree on a uniform charge to insurance companies for 
the examination of animals. They thought it was high 
time that veterinary surgeons revolted against the ridic¬ 
ulously low fees that were allowed by some companies, 
but recognised that any action, to be effective, must have 
the united support of the profession as a whole. The 
Derbyshire Society had written to all insurance compan¬ 
ies stating that their members would not undertake any 
examination at a less fee than 10/6 for each animal. 
That fee was to include mileage, it being understood 
that they did not make a special journey, but visited the 
case when next they happened to be in the district. 

Mr. Gooch, whilst agreeing with the Derbyshire 
Society, and endorsing every word that had been said 
about the inadequacy of the fees that were some¬ 
times offered, thought a hard and fast rule would hardly 
do. A horse, the property of a poor client, might be in¬ 
sured for only £12, and another for £1000. Were they 
to hold out for a 10/6 fee in those two extreme cases ? 

Mr. Duckworth said if the premium would not stand 


a 10 6 fee, the insurance company could accept the ani¬ 
mal without an examination. As for the examination of 
very valuable animals, it was not intended that the 10/6 
should be other than a minimum fee. 

The Hon. Sec. said he should like to thank Mr. Duck¬ 
worth and the Derbyshire Society for bringing this 
matter forward. It had been argued that veterinary 
surgeons accepted a small fee because they were gener¬ 
ally dealing with their own clients, but he thought that 
was not a good excuse. He quite agreed that tne time 
had come when they should make a stand, but it was 
only by unity that they would get their professional due 
in this matter. 

Mr. O’Neill suggested that the fee might be regulat¬ 
ed according to the amount of the policy of insurance, 
but he certainly was of opinion that half-a-guinea was 
the smallest that a professional man should accept. He 
could speak freely on the subject, because he was out¬ 
side such a controversy. Was not this a subject which 
the National Veterinary Society might usefully take up 1 ? 

Mr. Ison said he had no desire to justify the small fee 
that was paid in many cases, but it was only a very 
cursory examination that they were expected to make, 
and they never made a special journey. He agreed that 
some small premiums would not stand a 10/6Tee. 

Mr. Conchie said he made it a rule not to make an 
examination under 5/- for each animal, plus mileage. 
He noticed that the medical profession were forming 
themselves into a trade union for the furtherance of their 
interests, and he thought veterinary Burgeons might 
profitably follow that example. Other professions and 
callings could force the hands of the Government by 
unity of action. Why should not veterinary surgeons, 
who were a very numerous body, be able to do likewise 1 
If they did not look after themselves, they would be left 
behind in the great work of national re-construction that 
was now going on. 

Mr. Trigger, whilst agreeing in principle with Mr. 
Duckworth, thought there was something to be said, as 
Mr. Gooch had suggested, for the poor and struggling 
client. For a horse belonging to a bona fide working-man 
he thought a fee of r>/- might be accepted, for they all 
knew that the cost, in the long run, was not borne by the 
companies but by the owners. 

The Acting President said this was a question which 
bristled with difficulties. Personally, he took an individ¬ 
ual case on its merits, and if it was not worth his while 
to undertake it, he did not do so. The increased value 
of stock must mean a considerable increase in the 
revenue of the insurance companies, and he was willing 
to support any reasonable proposition that might be put 
forward. He thought it should be on a percentage basis. 

The Hon. Sec. said he was strongly in favour of 
supporting the action of the Derbyshire Society in en¬ 
deavouring to establish a minimum fee of 10/6 for the 
examination of animals for insurance. He thought it 
would be a good subject for the agenda for the next - 
meeting. He moved that it be brought forward then, 
and that in the meantime members be asked to hold out 
for a 10/6 fee. 

This was seconded by Mr. Chambers and carried 
unanimously. 

Petrol for Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Duckworth said that another matter which the 
Derbyshire Society had discussed was the cost of petrol, 
and they had decided to approach the proper authorities 
with a view to veterinary surgeons being accorded the 
same favoured treatment as traders. 

It was resolved that this question also be raised at 
the next meeting. 

Veterinary Politics. 

The Hon. Sec. mentioned the Ministry of Health 
Bill, and a discussion took place in regard to same. 
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Mr. Powley said if they did not take action at once, 
it would be too late. He urged that veterinary surgeons 
should do as the medical profession was doing—form 
some sort of trade union to push their claims for proper 
recognition. He should have thought the National 
Association would be up and doing before this. 

The Hon. Sec. said it was clearly a matter for 
National effort: if left to individual Associations, too 
much valuable time would be lost, as the Associations 
only met at considerable intervals. 

Eventually, on the proposition of Mr. Powley, second¬ 
ed by Mr. Duckworth, it was decided to form a small 
Sub-Committee with power to act. 

It was further resolved, that the Committee should 
consist of the following The Piesident, the Hon. Sec., 
Mr. Brooke and Mr. Chambers. 

Council of R.C.V.S. 

Mr. R. C. Trigger said that Mr. Dawe^ had brought 
forward the question of the new Ministry of Health 
Bill and the necessity of carefully watching the interests 
of the profession by the Council. He (Mr. Trigger) said 
this was a new Bill and the draft not yet before them ; 
but it was certain that it would have the careful atten¬ 
tion of Council. Further, they might rely on Mr. 
Thatcher and Mr. Bullock to carefully note and report 
anything adverse to our interests. He further said 
that he would like to take the opportunity of saying a 
few words in relation to matters affecting the interests 
of the profession and the attitude of Council thereon. 
He saia that whilst welcoming criticism and a more 
lively interest in the work of the Council, there had 
been a certain amount of criticism (not too kindly) of 
the work of that body, due, he thought, very largely to 
want of knowledge of facts, and he entirely failed to 
find any kind of constructive criticism—simply destruc¬ 
tive. The chief subjects of complaint seemed to be — 
first: Teachers as members of the Council, and suggest¬ 
ions that they should be barred from office. This 
matter was entirely in the hands of the profession, as it 
was by their votes that teachers were returned. For 
himself he was, after a long experience, satisfied that 
their presence and suggestions are at times absolutely 
necessary; for unless some subjects were fully and fairly 
agreed before Council, a state of confusion or chaos 
might arise, between the Council and the Schools. At 
the same time whilst holding these views, he also 
thought that tie Schools were over-represented. His 
present view was that one only should be allowed for 
each teaching school, and that when one school was 
already represented, no other teacher from that school 
should be eligible for nomination. As before said, the 
profession had the control of this matter entirely in their 
own hands. 

The next criticism usually was on work of Registration 
Committee, and the putting down of quackery. The 
Council have no power at all to deal with ciuackery as 
such in this connection : they can only deal with men 
who in some way represent themselves as qualified to 
practise. 

In other particulars, Council has been terribly handi¬ 
capped for want of funds. For years now we have had 
to struggle on with very inadequate, or in fact practi¬ 
cally no means. Prosecutions taken up by this Com¬ 
mittee prove very expensive work, entailing as they do 
employment of solicitors in various parts of the King¬ 
dom. Even when convictions are obtained (as they 
usually are) and costs allowed, such costs do not nearly 
repay amounts incurred. In this connection it may be 
mentioned that one case that went to appeal, though 
eventually given in our favour, appeal being dismissed, 
cost us round about £100. During the last few years 
we have had Public Health Bills watched by special 
committees; Army schemes watched and more satis¬ 


factory conditions obtained; M ilk and Dairy Bills amend¬ 
ments introduced, milk clauses opposed and finally 
struck out; later Milk and Dairies Bills, again amend¬ 
ments secured; Petitions re Motor and Petrol tax rebates 
eventually secured. Motor car licenses, rebate obtained; 
Petrol rebates as medical men, and here we are deeply . 
indebted to Mr. Bullock, our most able secretary, for 
assistance in remedying grievances and obtaining sup¬ 
plies of rectified spirit at reduced rates ; Coal Mines Bill, 
deputation to Home Office, V.S. to test for glanders. 
Some of these and the Milk and Dairies Consolidations 
Act involved lobbying, and of course thereby additional 
expenses. You have a scheme for provision of State 
Scholarships for veterinary students, first proposed by 
Council in 1918, now approved by Government for 
students generally; our profession has its representative 
on each of the twelve district advisory committees for 
selection of students for these grants. I do not think 
the Council can fairly be accused of being asleep. On 
the other hand I do think there is cause for complaint 
of the apathy of the profession— less than one third of 
the members subscribe to the College, and the sub¬ 
scribers are not the men who arc grumbling. 1 can 
assure you that the vigilance of Registration Committee 
has been partly wasted for lack of funds. The Finance 
Committee’s worries and anxieties are perhaps hardly 
realised ; and only those who are on the Council can re¬ 
alise the enormous amount of time taken by Examination 
Committee and its frequent meetings. 

All honour to those men who have subscribed and 
staved off' disaster and kept the ship afloat through 
these last terrible years, until at last we can begin to 
hope that we may soon see a ray of light. Our Annual 
Fee Bill like many other non-Govcrnment Bills has 
been hung up, although re-introduced each year during 
the war. It is for the veterinary profession to use 
whenever possible influence with members of Parlia¬ 
ment to secure support, as there will be an earnest 
renewed endeavour to get the Bill through this Session. 

The Acting President proposed that the best thanks 
of the meeting be accorded to Mr. Trigger for his very 
interesting remarks. This was seconded by the Hon. 
Sec. and carried unanimously. 

Interesting Cases. 

Mr. O’Neill produced the first dorsal vertebra of a 
van horse, whicn was fractured as the result of an acci¬ 
dent The animal was in a pair-horse-van and the other 
horse ran away taking this one with it. The horse that 
bolted escaped injury, but this one ran its head into a 
wall. It seemed dazed, and he thought it was suffering 
from concussion. It was got on to its feet, and he 
thought it would come round, but it died shortly after¬ 
wards. The surprising thing was that the fracture 
should have taken place so far down.^ 

The Hon. Sec. produced a long piece of wire taken 
from the body of a fox terrier puppy, eight weeks old. 
It was part of a hat pin and was nearly as long as the 
puppy itself. It was extracted by an operation which 
involved an incision in the chest. The opinion of the 
members was that the puppy had swallowed the hatpin 
knob first, and that in the process of extraction the 
knob had come off'and been left in the body. The puppy, 
a valuable one, had made a complete recovery. 

Mr. Young showed a bad case of fractured tibia. The 
bad feature of this case was that before he was called in, 
the animal was treated by a man demobilised from the 
Army Veterinary Corps who professed to understand 
these things. The man had treated the patient, a valu¬ 
able cart-horse, for abscess on the thigh, and he consid¬ 
ered it a case of such gross cruelty that some action 
ought to be taken to prevent such a thing happening 
again. 
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F. L. Gooch said : I was 
summoned to a farm at 
11.30 p.m. to a Lincoln 
red shorthorn heifer unable 
to calve. Upon examina¬ 
tion l found presented the 
internal viscera of the calf: 
all the abdominal and 
thoracic viscera were 
placed outside the body of 
the foetus. I removed all 
the viscera and found that 
the calf was doubled on 
itself, with all the limbs 
and head turned back in 
the uterus. I was just 
able to feel one hock, but 
found that every joint was 
stiff’, and the only method 
for removal was to cut 
the foetus in halves. The 
heifer was worth nearly 
as much for beef as for a 
breeding animal, and I 
explained to the owner 
that it would be a difficult 
operation and might in¬ 
jure the heifer, and ad¬ 
vised slaughter, which ho 
readily agreed to. After 
slaughter the uterus was 
removed entire, and the 
foetus removed and photo¬ 
graphed. 

Mr. Conchie showed a 
long piece of wire taken 
from the right ventricle 
of the heart of a cow, 
which before death pre¬ 
sented all the appearance 
of a case of blind staggers. 

Mr. Chambers exhibited 
a large tumour, weighing 
2lb, which the butcher 
found on the left ventricle 
of a cow’s heart. A vote 
of tharks was accorded to these members. 



H. J. Dawks, Hon. Sec. 


Ministry of Health Bill. 

A meeting of the Committee appointed at the annual 
meeting of the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association in connection with the above matter, was 
held at Mr. Malcolm’s office, Holliday Street Wharf, 
Birmingham, on Friday, March Ttb, 1919, at 0 p.m. 

Present—Mr. J. Malcolm in the chair ; Messrs. J. O. 
Powley, W. H. Brooke, and II. J. Dawes. An apology 
was received from Mr. T. Chambers, Dudley. After 
considerable discussion it was resolved to send a copy 
of the following resolution to the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons :— 

“That this Committee is of opinion that the attention 
of the profession should be called to the Ministry of 
Health Bill now before Parliament—as tremendous 
issues appear to be involved, and apathy and inaction at 
the present juncture will seriously injure the future of 
the profession. 

This Committee beg to suggest to the Council of 
ll.C.V.S. that a strong representative Committee be 
formed to look after the interests of the profession in 
the passage of the Bill through Parliament—the Com¬ 
mittee to consist of members of the Council of R.C.V.S. 
with any co-opted members thought desirable. The 
matter is urgent, and this Committee suggest that it be 
dealt with by a special meeting of Council. 


LANCASHIRE 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
(National V.M.A.— Northern Branch). 


The combined Annual and General meeting was held 
at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, on Thursday March 
6th. In the absence of the President, Mr. G. II. Locke, 
Mr. W. Woods, Wigan, was elected to preside. The 
attendance included Messrs Lawson, Hopkin, Carter, 
Hewetson, Sumner, Blakcmore, Curbishley, Lieut, Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, c m. a., and Capt. E. H. Stent. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs 
Harwell, Clarkson, Wharam, Wolstcnholme, Abson, and 
Packman. 

The consideration of the minutes of the last meeting 
was deferred. 

Col. Brittlebank proposed that a vote of condolence 
be forwarded to Mrs. Holburn, expressing their extreme 
regret at the sad loss she has sustained by the death of 
her husband. Mr. Holburn was an old friend and high¬ 
ly respected member of the Association, and wherever 
he went was always welcome and helpful in any pro¬ 
ceedings that concerned the profession. 

Mr. Curbishley in seconding the proposal said that 
Mr. Holburn had been his nearest neighbour, and the 
district was a loser by his death. The resolution was 
passed in silence. 
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Election of Officers. Mr. Sumner proposed that the 
officers and Council be re elected en bloc , except that 
the name of Mr. Hewetson be substituted for that of 
Mr. Holburn. Mr. Carter, seconded. 

The names are as follows— President Mr. G. H. Locke 
Vice-Presidents Mr. W. Ackroyd, Mr. A. Noel-Pillers, 
Mr. J. H. Wright and Mr. H. G. Hewetson. 

Hon. Treasurer Capt. E. H. Stent, lion. Sec. Lieut. 
Col. J. VV. Brittlebank. Auditors Mr. W. A. Taylor 
and Mr. J. Ingham. Council. The above officers toge¬ 
ther with Messrs J. Clarkson, T. Hopkin, A. Lawson, J. 
McKinna, A. Munro senr., W. Packman, H. Sumner. J. 
B. Wolstcnholme and W. Woods. 

Treasurer's Report. Capt. Stent stated he had no 
detailed a, ement to bring forward. There was about 
£22 in the bank. He submitted a list of members 
whose subscriptions are in arrear, and asked that con¬ 
sideration be given to the question of cancelling one or 
two years. There are about eighty nine members on the 

books. 

Mr. Woods pointed out that only one meeting had 
been held since the year 1914, and consequently no ad¬ 
vantage accrued by being a member of the Association. 
He suggested that the subscriptions for 1915, 1916 and 
1917 be not asked for. 

Col. Brittlebank agreed with the suggestion, and 
said every effort should be made to keep their members 
together. He thought there might be a tendency in the 
future to form numerous small associations, and so dis¬ 
sipate our strength. 

Mr. Sumner proposed that subscriptions for the years 
1916, 1917 and 1918 be waived. Col. Brittlebank secon¬ 
ded. Carried. 

Mr. Sumner then proposed that the Executive be 
empowered to notify the jnembers, to call in arrears 
prior to 1916 and to ask for subscriptions for the current 
year. 

Mr. Carter seconded the proposal which was adopted. 

Election of Council R.C.V.S. Mr. Sumner thought 
the time was opportune to nominate their President, Mr. 
G. H. Locke. He said all would have noticed a feeling 
of dissatisfaction in the profession regarding the work 
of the Council. There is, he said, even in the south, a 
section which is anxious to get on the Council with tne 
intention of infusing new blood and new ideas, in the 
hope that their influence will make the Council more 
progressive. He thought this section would be a large 
one. He did wonder, however, in what respect the 
Council had fallen short of fulfilling its duties. As a 
Councillor, he considered it a good sign that the profess¬ 
ion is showing more interest. He asked if the Lanca¬ 
shire Association was in a position to associate itself 
with kindred societies with a view to enhancing the 
chances of election of their nominees, Mr. A. Lawson 
and Mr. G. H. Locke. Both are eminently qualified, and 
he proposed that their nomination be recognised by the 
Lancashire Y.M.A., and that it take every means in its 
power to secure their election. 

Col. Brittlebank, seconding, remarked that the 
happenings of the past four and half years will be largely 
responsible for an entirely new phase of ideas in a good 
many members of the profession. Many had had exper¬ 
iences of life which they had not had before, and the ag¬ 
itation referred to was an excellent sign, although he 
deprecated some of the expressions used in giving effect 
to opinions that certain people hold. The Royal College, 
like every other body during the past four years, has had 
to carry on its work under considerable difficulties. He 
was not pleading for himself, but he was perfectly satis¬ 
fied that so far as it had been possible legitimately to 
carry on business the Council had done excellent work. 

They in the north, would feel themselves honoured to 
support the two candidates whose names were now be¬ 
fore the meeting, and he also wished to say that as an 


Association they were entitled to use all legitimate means 
in their power to secure the successful return of both 
gentlemen ; and he hoped that the Council would be 
authorised to take suen steps as may be necessary, by 
combination with other associations especially, to see 
that both Mr. Locke and Mr. Lawson were elected to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The prospects before the profession were, in his opinion, 
such as required high qualities of statesmanship. Prac¬ 
tically every calling required reconstruction. In his 
opinion, the prospects before the Veterinary profession 
were excellent only if we are capable of firm determin¬ 
ation to direct our energies in the proper direction, and 
to set before ourselves a high standard for attainment 
which is not unmindful of the public welfare. 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Lawson thanked the members for their promise 
of support. He had been a member of the Council for 
twenty years, and had always endeavoured to attend the 
meetings and further the interests of the profession. 

Mr. Curbishley pointed out that one candidate sug¬ 
gests that expenses be paid. 

Mr. Sumner replied that in the present condition of 
finance this is quite impossible. They did not know 
what re construction is going to do, or what the grants 
are going to be. It is humiliating to think they had to 
be kept alive by the subscriptions of members. 

Mr. Hopkin thought that the men who are getting 
up the agitation are the disappointed men. 

Col. Brittlebank asked was it not rather a political 
move, and did they not want to convert the Council into 
a political society. If they could do so and at the same 
time maintain it as a governing body, he would be sat¬ 
isfied. 

Proposed Parliamentary Bill of the National 
Master Farriers 1 Association. 

The following extract from The Farriei'*' Journal for 
January, 1919. was considered 

Interim Reconstruction Committee : 

Farriers and Blacksmiths. 

Scheme for Compulsory Registration of Farriers. 

In accordance with the recommendations made in 
the Whitley Report, the Interim Reconstruction Com¬ 
mittee which has been formed in the Farriers’ and 
Blacksmiths’ trade, consisting of representatives of the 
National Master Farriers’ Association, the Irish Master 
Farriers’Association, and the Amalgamated Society of 
Farriers, hereby memorialise His Majesty’s Government 
on the subject of the better training and registration of 
farriers. 

Whereas during the past century—while almost every 
trade and industry has been advancing in lmDroved and 
scientific methods of carrying on its operations—the 
farriery trade has been practically at a standstill, and 
although efforts have been made by the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers of London, the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for Ireland, and a few other 
bodies, to establish a more scientific method of horse¬ 
shoeing, yet amongst the great body of the trade there 
has been no improvement; and 

Whereas it is expedient in the National interest that 
horses should be shod in a scientific manner, because 
many thousands of horses are so injured by wrong 
methods of shoeing every year that their working lives 
are very materially shortened, it is deemed necessary 
that farriers (or shoeing-smiths) should receive technical 
instruction in the structure of the horse’s foot and the 
scientific principles of shoeing, and 

Whereas there is at present no organised method or 
means of obtaining this instruction and training, it is 
the desire of the said Reconstruction Committee that 
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HU Majesty’s Government forthwith introduce a Bill 
making it compulsory that farriers (or shoeing-smiths) 
shall undergo a course of training and fit themselves to 
an examination, before being allowed to practise 
the craft, and 

Whereas the shoeing of a horse—besides requiring 
great mechanical skill in the making, fitting and nailing 
of the shoes—is a surgical operation performed on a 
living structure, and 

Whereas such legislation has been passed in several of 
the British Colonies and in some of the countries on the 
Continent of Europe for the purpose of ameliorating the 
lot of horses and prolonging their working lives, the 
Farriers 1 and Blacksmiths’ Reconstruction Committee 
make the following suggestions for the framing of an 
Act of Parliament for the Compulsory Examination and 
Registration of Farriers (or Shoeing-smiths) 

1 That the said Act shall be framed on the lines of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. 

2 That the Worshipful Company of Farriers of London 
(a Livery Company of the City of London Guilds, 
established in 1356 and Incorporated by Charter) shall 
be the Examination and Registration Authority for 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

3 That the Registration Council shall contain among its 
members an equal numberof members of the National 
and Irish Master Farriers’ Association and members 
of the Amalgamated Society of Farriers, each and 
all of whom shall also be Registered Farriers by 
examination of the said Worshipful Company of 
Farriers. 

4 That after the passing of this Act no person shall be 
licensed to practise farriery or engage in business or 

ractice as a farrier (or shoeing-smith) unless he shall 
ave served an apprenticeship of at least five years, 
and shall pass such examination—theoretically and 
practically—in the structure of the horse’s foot and 
the principles of shoeing, as may be fixed from time to 
time by tne Registration Council. 

& That any person over 30 years of age at the passing of 
the Act who has continuously practised farriery for 
not less than ten years, but is not on the Register of 
Farriers, shall be entitled within three months of the 
passing of the Act to be placed on a separate register 
under the heading of “ Existing Practitioners,” with¬ 
out examination, but shall not be deemed to be a 
licentiate of the Worshipful Company of Farriers. 

6 That after the passing 01 the Act no person who is not 
licensed or registered by the Worsnipful Company 
of Farriers shall use any name title, addition, or 
description by means of initials or letters placed after 
his name, or otherwise stating or implying that he is 
licensed or registered by the Worshipful Company of 
Farriers, or that he is a person specially qualified to 
practise as a farrier or shoeing-smith (under a penalty). 

7 That it shall be incumbent upon all Technical Educa¬ 
tion Authorities throughout Great Britain and 
Ireland to supply facilities and instructors for the 
giving of lectures and demonstrations in the art of 
farriery at fair and reasonable fees. 

8 That the said instructors, before being appointed, shall 
pass a special examination by the Board of Examiners 
of the Worshipful Company of Farriers. 

9 That similar provisions, penalties, etc., as are included 
in the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, 44 and 45 Viet., 
Chapter 62, shall also be embodied in the Farriers (or 
Shoeing-smiths) Act in so Clauses 3, 4, 5,6,7,8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 14, 17,18, and 19. 

It may be pointed out that, in the interests of the 
horse-owning public, it is urgently necessary that some 
legislation should be passed without delay, as there is a 
very grave risk of the country being flooded with a large 
number of semi-skilled men when demobilisation takes 
place, who, if allowed to practice farriery without 


restraint, will cause incalculable damage to horses and 
loss to the owners.” 

Mr. Sumner thought nothing could be done until the 
bill was presented. 

Mr. Carter proposed that copy of the paper be sent 
to The Royal College, and to The Veterinary Record 
and Veterinary Xews. Mr. Hopkins seconded 

Col. Brittlebank was of opinion that they should go 
further. They should elect a small committee of gentle¬ 
men interested in this matter to watch the proceedings 
and bring forward a report. The report should not be 
confined to local consideration. They should then take 
steps to call a meeting of the Northern Division of the 
National V.A. At the same time they could set 
machinery in motion to see that every division considers 
the same thing. The whole of the resolutions of the 
Associations to be considered by the N. V. A. 

In the period of reconstruction it will behove the 
profession to watch its interests closely, and legislation 
would have to be very carefully scrutinised, and he hoped 
that the profession would become firmly united to se¬ 
cure their position, Mr. Curbishlcy seconded. 

The Suo-Committee appointed consists of Messrs 
Hopkin, Lawson, Sumner, Blakemore, Taylor, Capt. 
Stent, Locke, and Wolstenholme; with power to add. 
Capt. Stent to act as Convener jrro tent. 

Abscesses after Injections. Capt Stent brought up the 
question of abscess formation at the point of injection, 
which was generally considered as being due to needle 
or skin infection. He stated that it was not necessarily 
so, as from experience and laboratory cultivation the 
infection was frequently due to vaccines or sera being 
non-sterile, and suggested that if any number of abscess¬ 
es were met with, the material used should be tested at 
a laboratory. 

A meeting of the Special Committee of Lancashire 
V.M.A. was held in Manchester, on March 13th, for con¬ 
sideration of the Master Farrier’s Parliamentary Bill. 
Present—Mr. G. H. Locke in the chair, W. A. Taylor, 
H. Sumner, H. Blakemore, J. B. Wolstenholme, T. 
Hopkin and Capt. E. H. Stent, Hon. Sec., pro tern. 

After due consideration the following resolution was 
adopted :—“That in view of the interference with the 
rights of veterinary surgeons to conduct the business of 
shoeing-smiths now threatened by the proposed Bill of 
the National Master Farrier’s Association, every means 
be taken to oppose the passing of the Bill so far as it 
effects such rights.” 

VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Sir,—“ Dagonet” finds fault with certain of our mem¬ 
bers for ainng their grievances but suggesting no 
remedies. What remedies does he himself suggest; or 
what attitude except that of ass-like patience and sub¬ 
mission ? The gem of wisdom that he points to in “ Fra 
Diavolo’s” letter is a mere recommendation to make our¬ 
selves a band of sycophants or nonentities. Years ago 
Gilbert made a list of people who “never would be 
missed’’and could be done without, but he didn’t include 
veterinary surgeons. Anybody can make out quite a lot 
of people that could be dispensed with if we all lived the 
simple life, e.g., insurance agents, plumbers, tailors, cos¬ 
tumiers, soap manufacturers, tram conductors, miners, 
railwaymen, cotton-spinners; but thank God civilisation 
has advanced too far ever to make it likely. History 
has proved that it is bodies of men who have kept their 
claims to the fore, and been good demanders and propa¬ 
gandists that have advanced. It is the dissatisfied beg¬ 
gars that have got on. It is no good clinging to ruins 
or to huckstering finance. If insurance companies did 
do without us, would it be any great loss at 2/6 or 3 6 a 
timet—Yours faithfully, 

G. May all, m.r.c.v.s. 
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AN ENQUIRY. 

Sir,—I enclose memorandum of two Existing Practit¬ 
ioners, evidently brothers, with what appears to me to 
be a new Qualification, R.P.V.S. Can any member tell 
me througn our valuable Record what is tne meaning of 
these letters f Is it a new qualification granted to them ? 

M.R.C.V.S. 

[This communication is anonymous. Roth the names 
are on Register III, R.C.V.S., and have been for at least 
30 years, and at the same place. The fragment of head¬ 
ing enclosed bears no date, and like another document 
used in a similar manner, may be years old.] 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1910 


Duncan, A. C., Major r.a.y.g. 

.fcl 

1 

0 

Edmondson, W., Harrogate 

1 

1 

0 

Elmos, G., St. Albans 

1 

1 

n 

Freeman, R. B., Dublin 

1 

1 

0 

McCunn, J., Lieut. it.A.v.r. 

1 

1 

n 

McKerlie, J., Hungerford 

1 

1 

0 

Mayall, G., Bolton 

1 

1 

0 

Towne, A. IT., London, N. 1(». 

1 

1 

0 

Previously acknowledged 

FjfiOT 

17 

0 

Aprils. 

£70H 

5 

0 

An ot.o Fr a n ro - p, kt.« : i a n V irr fr 1 n a k y 

R KT.I 

KF 

Fund. 

Hi Red Lion Square, W.C 

1. 



The following Donations are gratefully 

acknow- 

lodged : — 




W. Anderson, Keith 

€1 

1 

n 

E. J Burndred, Major r. a.v.c. 

-> 

0 

0 

W. Edmondson, Harrogate 

} 

1 

0 

G. Elmes, St. Albans 

1 

1 

0 

D. C. Greene, Capt. r.a.y.g. 

1 

1 

n 

W. T. Olver, Capt.. Tam worth 

1 

1 

n 

F. C. Scott, Capt. r.a.y.g. 

1 

1 

0 

H. L. Torrance, Capt. r.a y.g. 

1 

1 

0 

A. Weigh ton, ILdl 

•> 

2 

U 

Previously aeknowdedged 

12*2 

N 

n 

April !>. 

£133 

19 

0 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, Mar. 20. 

His Majesty held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted 


The Distinguished Service Order. 

* * -* * 

Major John Stekvensox. 

April 5, 

Major Louis McKenzie, Australian A.Y.C. 

Mar. 27 

Major Wii.i.iam Kennedy, Fast African V C. 

Mar. 2-2. 

u.R.K. (Military Division). 

■# ■* * 

Major Reginald Hoke, Australian A.Y.C. 


Mar. 29. 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * 

Captain John Davidson, Australian A.V.C. 

War Office, Mar. 15. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered during the war in Military Record 
Offices in the United Kingdom, and, when applicable, 
an entry will be made in the records of service of 
officers and other ranks 

* * * * 

Major (A/Lt.-Ool.) R. C. Cochrane, f.r.c.v.8. 

Mar. 25. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered in connexion with the war, and when 
applicable an entry will be made in the records of service 
of officers and other ranks 

* * + * 

T/.Capt. T. Bowmu.. 

Mar. 27. 

T. Capt R. J. Codlings ; Major J. A. Connell ; Capt. 

VV. A. Macgregou ; T./Capt. J. Purdy ; Capt. A. Q. 

Saunders, (t.k.) ; T. Maj. (A/Col.) R. J. Stordy, 

n.s.o.; Capt. (T./M;y.) J. Taug, (t.f.); Capt. G. W. 

Weir, (t k.) j Maj. A. Wjlson, f.r.c.v.s., Unattd. 

List (t.k.). 

War Office, April 5. 

The following are among the decorations and medals 
awarded for distinguished services. The King has 
given unrestricted permission in all cases to wear the 
decorations and medals in question :— 

Conferred by the King of the Belgians. 

Croix dr Guerre. 

* * * * 

Capt. It. C. Matthew’, Canadian A.Y.C., attd. 9th 

Brig. Can. F.A. 


Extracts from London Gazette , 

War Office, Whitehall, Mar. 21. 

Regular Forces. Royal Arvv Veterinary Corps. 

Thefollg. temp. Cap!s. relinquish their commns. (March 
2*2), and retain the rank of Capt.: —V. Franklin, on 
acct. of ill-health ; C. E. Huston, on acct. of ill-health 
contracted on active service. 

Mar. 28. 

Temp. Capt. J. Conner relinquishes commn. on account 
of ill-health contracted on active service (March 20), 

and retains rank of Capt. 

Mar. 29. 

Temp. L>rmr. and Lt. A H. Webber to be Capt uuder 
Art. 330, R.VVt. for Fay and Promotion (Feb. 15). 

April 4. 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) E. E. Bennett, ret., 
reverts to unemployment (Jan. 24), and retains the 
rank of Lt.-Col. 

The follg. relinquish their commns. (April 5) :—Temp. 
Capt. J. P. Dunpby, on acct. of ill-health, and retains 
the rank of Capt.: Temp. Hon. Lt. C. Young, on 
acct. of ill-health contracted on active service, and 
retains the hon. rank of Lt. 

April 5, 

Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) F. S. H. Baldrey, C.M.G., ret. pay, 
reverts to unemployment (Mar. 5) and retains the 
rank of Lt.-Col. 
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April 7. 

Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Lt. A. Macintosh is dismissed the 
Service by sentence of a General Court-martial 
(Mar. 25). 

April 8. 

Temp. Capt. W. McQniston resigns his commn. (Apr. 9), 
and retains the rank of Capt. 

April 10. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lieut. C. G. Kimber, r.a.v.c., to be 
Capt. under Art. 330 R. Wt. for pay and promotion 
(April 1). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Mar. 21 

Capt. Q. A. Stewart relinquishes his commn. on account 
of ill-health contracted on active service (March 21), 
and retains rank of Capt. 

Mar. 22. 

Capt. C. Baxter be to Maj. (Feb. 28). 

April 1. 

Capt. G. M. Davey to be Maj. (March 23). 

April 3. 

Capt. F. E. Jones relinquishes his commn. on account of 
ill-health (April 4X and retains the rank of Capt. 

Amendments to supplement to “ London Gazette” 
Dated January 1st. 

For and Bt. Lt.-Col. John James Aitkin, d.s.o., 

read Maj. and Bt Lt.-Col. John James Aitken n.s.o. 


Failing 1 to Notify Mange. 

At Woodbridge Sessions on Thursday, 3rd inst, 
William Tnrtill, M.R.C.V.S., Wickham Market, was 
charged with failing to report the disease of a horse on 
March 27th. 

Miss Cobbold, of Sutton Haugh, stated she called in 
defendant to look at a horse, ana in consequence of re¬ 
ceiving a letter requested him to destroy the animal, 
which was done. 

Mr. Horace L. Roberts, f.r.o.v.s., Ipswich, deposed to 
examining some horses, which he found were suffering 
from a disease. 

In the course of the case it transpired that defendant 
had been an Inspector under the Animal Diseases Act 
for over 20 years, and no complaint whatever had prev¬ 
iously been made against him. 

Defendant said he did not meet Miss Cobbold when 
*he visited Sutton Haugh. The horses were verminous, 
through being on marshes at Shingle Street. He pre¬ 
pared a lotion, and hoped it would disperse thecomplaint. 
During the last few years a great number of duties had 
devolved upon him, and he had been doing three men’s 
work. At a later date he saw the horses, when they 
were in a very bad condition. He had previously 
examined them on two occasions, but failed to detect 
mange. Subsequently he advised Miss Cobbold to 
report, or kill the horses. Great difficulty was exper¬ 
ienced by veterinary surgeons in separating verminous 
condition from mange. He was under the impression 
that after reporting the matter to the owner it was not 
imperative for him to report the disease, but for the 
owner to do so. 

The Chairman said the Magistrates felt that defendant 
having been a veterinary inspector for over 20 years, 
should have known it was his duty to report such a 
dangerous disease. They ordered him to pay a fine of 
£3, including costs.— East Anglian Daily Times. 


Alleged breach of warranty at Dudley. 

At the Dudley County Court on Thursday, before his 
Honour Judge R. W. Ingham, James Price, haulier, 
Dudley, claimed £07 14s. 9d. in respect of breach of 
warranty of a horse which he had purchased from 
Joseph Turner, farmer, of Kate's Hill. Mr. J. F. Kales 
appeared for plaintiff, and Mr. W. F. Gandy for the 
defendant. 

Defendant sold a horse to the plaintiff on November 
17th. Plaintiff paid £81 for the horse,.and alleged that 
it proved unsound • that when he later sold it at 
Cave's he only received £35 14s. for it. He claimed- 
£67 14s. 9d., including the keep of the horse for six 
weeks. 

Price, giving evidence, said that defendant verbally 
warranted the horse as sound and a good worker. He 
stated that he later found this not to be so, and that 
the horse fell down while at work. 11 is account was 
that the horse's neck “ came up" and affected his legs, 
with the result that he fell down in the Himley Road. 
The horse was afterwards examined by Mr. Chambers, 
veterinary surgeon, Dudley, who certified it as unsound 
and unable to move heavy loads. 

In cross-examination plaintiff said he did not think 
the trouble was due to the horse working in fresh har¬ 
ness. 

In further cross-examination counsel read an advert¬ 
isement from the “ Express and Star "—For sale, dark 
brown horse, six years, 16 hands, sound wind and eye, 
good worker in harness.—48, Flood St., Dudley. 

Plaintiff* admitted that the advertisement was in ref¬ 
erence to his horse, but denied that he himself was 
responsible for the words. He suggested in answer to 
counsel that the “ young lady " who took down the ad¬ 
vertisement supplied the words. 

Counsel: That advertisement appeared the same day 
as you received the certificate from Mr. Chambers that 
the horse was unsound. 

Plaintiff: I was told I had better sell him. He was 
only fit to be killed. I didn't put those words in the 
paper. 

Mr. Thomas Chambers, m.b.cj.v.s., said he had known 
the horse for twelve months. It was brought to his 
infirmary in July of last year, when it was iD the possess¬ 
ion of William Lee, of Netherton. The horse had had 
an injury to the neck and lost the use of its forelegs. 
On the 19th December, when he examined the horse for 
the plaintiff, there was an enlargement on the near side 
of the neck and loss of power in the forelegs. The horse 
was unsound. He was not surprised to hear that it fell 
down. Rest and absence of work would help it to grow 
out of the complaint. 

By Mr. Ganay : It was suffering from injury to the 
spine, which was not incurable. 

John Woodall, who claimed a good deal of experience 
of horses, said that he was present when the horse was 
purchased, and stated that it was described as sound and 
a good worker, and had no fault except that it was diffi¬ 
cult to shoe. 

Albert Price, brother of the plaintiff, also gave ev¬ 
idence on the same subject. 

Mr. Abraham Green, m.r.c.v.s., for the defence, said 
that he had been in practice in Dudley for 50 years, and 
giving his opinion of the horse’s condition when he ex* 
amined it in January, said that it was suffering from 
imperfect action in the forelegs and a swelling of the 
neck, but it was merely a temporary injury probably 
caused by a collar that was too narrow. The action of 
the forelegs was quite involuntary, and was caused by 
the injury to the withers. He had recently had the 
horse out, when it was perfectly sound, with the except¬ 
ion of the two slight marks on the withers. His con¬ 
clusion was that Mr. Chambers had made a mistake in 
his diagnosis. 
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Cross-examined, be said that if, as Mr. Chambers 
stated, the bones of the neck were injured, the swelling 
would not disappear between the times when Mr. 
Chambers and witness examined it. The horse might 
certainly improve with two months’ rest if the vertebne 
were injured, but it would not entirely recover. 

Re-examined, Mr. Green stated that the horse had now 
received treatment, and was perfectly all right. 

Mr. Herbert Lloyd PemDerton, m.r.c.v.s., Bridg- [ 
north, said he had examined the horse on Monday, and 
found it perfectly sound, with the exception of two marks 
on the withers and a very slight tenderness on the near 
side. There were no signs of enlarged vertebne. He 
had seen the horse draw a cart loaded with a ton of 
mangolds out of a heavy field and down a steep hill in a 
perfectly sound manner. If the horse had had the com- , 
laint alleged in November, he did not think it would 
ave been able to act in that way. 

Cross-examined, witness suggested that if the horse 
had sore withers in November, the pressure of the 
collar would cause it to fall. Beyond that he could not 
suggest any other cause. 

The Judge : Do sore withers constitute unsoundness ? 
Witness : They arouse suspicion. 

Re-examined : When a horse changes ownership and 

C into new harness, that is when you get the trouble, 
y fitting harness affects the withers. 

Turner in the box stated that he acquired the horse 
in October from Lee at a value of £82. He had no 
warranty, but had seen the horse at work and knew he 
was a good worker. While the horse was in his pos¬ 
session he found nothing wrong with it, and was quite 


satisfied with it. Referring to the sale of the horse to 
the plaintiff, he said that he did not offer the horse for 
sale, but plaintiff and Woodall came and asked if it was 
to be sola. He denied ever giving any warranty at the 
time of the sale that the horse was sound and a good 
worker. The day after Woodall examined the horse 
thoroughly, the fore legs and the hind legs. The horse 
was backed and turned, and the only question asked 
was whether the horse would draw a load of coal. 
Plaintiff said he was satisfied, he had seen the horse at 
work, and he paid the money down. Plaintiff did not 
ask for any receipt or any written warranty. Respec¬ 
ting the part of the claim for the keep of the horse at £2 
a week, defendant said he thought that was excessive. 

Cross-examined, defendant said the horse was now 
once more in his possession, and he was quite satisfied 
with him. He paid a man £1 to buy him at the auction 
when he was sold for £35 14s. 

The Judge: So yon have got the horse and £50 as 
well out of this transaction 1 Are you going to sell him 
again ? 

Lee, the first owner of the horse, from whom defend¬ 
ant had acquired it in October, spoke as to the condition 
of the horse, and stated that up to the time that he 
sold him “there was not a better horse in the world for 
work,” and the only reason he parted with him was 
because he was difficult to shoe. 

His Honour said that whether the horse was suffering 
from an enlargement of the neck or from anything else 
he had no doubt that it was unsound, and he would 
give judgment for the plaintiff for £56 14s. — The Dudley 
Chronicle. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



Rabies. | 
Cases 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 
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Swine Fever. 
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59 
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93 
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(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attaoked Hertford 1, Dondon 8 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 8, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 7, 1919 
Not*. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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• The Council Meeting. 

Tbe report of Council meeting is exceedingly long, 
mainly resulting from the great quantity of work 
covered in the Committee reports, which form the 
chief features of the proceedings. While not con¬ 
taining much of acute interest, the whole report 
deserves study, and should convey at least one use¬ 
ful lesson to not a few members. 

Tbe financial position is rather better than usual; 
but only voluntary subscriptions have made it so. 
A further appeal for these is to be issued with the 
Annual Report, and a great deal depends upon how 
members respond to it. 

The amount of work reported upon by the Exam- ; 
ination Committee is simply tremendous. Members 
have only to examine the detailed lists of the num¬ 
erous applications for exemption, remembering that 
each oase constituted a separate problem for the 
Committee, to find ample evidence of this. We 
know that all were considered sympathetically ; but 
the number of applications that were refused shows 
that sympathy was kept within bounds. 

The Parliamentary Committee’s work has been 
little less onerous; and several of its items must be 
reserved for future notice. An interesting one is 
that, as was inevitable, the question of admitting 
women to the profession has been revived, and is 
to be further considered by the Council. A more 
important matter, which may affect not a few 
members whose practices have been closed down 
through the war, is the Military Service (Civil 
Liabilities) Regulations. 

It has been questioned of late whether the im¬ 
portance of the Ministry of Health Bill was realised 
at Red Lion Square ; but the report reveals much 
activity with regard to it and the analogous meas¬ 
ure for Scotland. In fact, the whole report should 
open the eyes of those who clamour for the Council 
to “ wake up ” in matters affecting the profession. 
Tbe Counoil is constantly concerning itself with 
more of such matters than some of its noisiest 
critics ever heard of. Most of the decisions are 
really reached in Committee, and endorsed without 
Comment by the Council; and even men who read 
the reports carefully oan form only a crude idea of 
the quantity or nature of the work done. 

There was one regrettable feature of the meet¬ 
ing—it was too small to act on the Registration 
Committee’s report. It is a pity that this fault, 
unknown in pre-war days, should have marred a 
meeting which otherwise fittingly wound up one of 
tbe busiest and most useful years of Council work 
we have ever had. 


Nopal College of 
IDetertnarp Surgeons. 


A Quarterly Meeting of Council was held at 10, Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday afternoon, April 
11th. Mr. F. W. Garnett, c.b.e.. President, occupied 
the chair, and the following members were present:— 
Mai or *J. Abson, d.s.o., Mr. G. A. Ban ham, Major-Gen¬ 
eral L. J. Blenkinsop, d.s.o., Dr. O. C. Bradley, Lieut.- 
Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, c.m.g., Messrs. J. Clarkson, 
J. C Coleman, Prof. S. H. Gaieer, Mr. A. Lawson, 
Lieut.-Col. A. W. Mason, Dr. Mcl. McCall, Messrs. J. 
McKinna, W. J. Mulvey, Dr. Share-Jones, Mr. 8 . H. 
Slocock, Sir Stewart Stockman, Mr. H. Sumner, Major- 
General Thomson, c.b., Messrs. R. C. Trigger, G. 
Thatcher, (Solicitor), and F. Bullock, (Secretary). 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Apologies for Absence. It was announced that letters 
regretting inability to attend the meeting had been 
received from Messrs. P. J. Howard, J. Dunstan, P. 
Wilson, S. Whararo, J. H. Carter and T. Salusbury 
Price. 

Obituary. The Secretary read the Obituary List. 

Mr. Mulvey : The last name on the list—Mr. Joseph 
Woodger, is that of one of the most respected members 
of our profession. He was a member of this Council 
some years ago, and a Vice-President, and he acted as 
Honorary Auditor for many years. He was a well-known 
veterinary surgeon, and very highly respected. His 
death is a loss, because the name of Woodger in London 
and its immediate district has always been held in high 
esteem. He was certainly one of the best members of 
our profession ; and an ornament to it, and his death is 
deplored by all who had the pleasure of knowing him. 
He had attained a great age, so that he was not much 
known to the younger generation. I beg to move that 
a vote of condolence be passed with his family in their 
bereavement. 

Mr. Trigger : Although I am one of tbe senior mem¬ 
bers of the Council, I am afraid that Mr. Woodger was 
even before my day. I had not the privilege, as those 
who live in the more immediate neighbourhood of Lon¬ 
don had, of a close acquaintanceship with Mr. Woodger, 
but his reputation was well known throughout the pro¬ 
fession. Personally I have known him by name for a 
very long time and I am qnite sure the profession 
at large will endorse the words that Mr. Mulvey has 
spoken, and wish to join in the vote of sympathy that 
has been proposed. 

The resolution was passed in silence, all present 
standing. 

Correspondence. The Secretary read the following 
resolution forwarded by the North of Ireland Veterinary 
Medical Association, passed at a meeting of the members 
held at Belfast on the 28th day of March, 1919:—“That 
this meeting places on record its appreciation of the 
action of the Government in introducing the Ministry 
of Health Bill and its application to Ireland. Further, 
having regard to the invaluable assistance heretofore 
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rendered by the members of the veterinary profession to 
the cause of public health, and to the important part 
which they must in the future undertake in the matter, 
would point out the necessity of having the words * and 
a member of the Royal Veterinary College’ added to 
clause ( 1 d) of sub section (2) ; and at least one member 
of the veterinary profession on the Irish Public Health 
Consultative Council; and this meeting requests the 
Government to provide in such Bill for such represen¬ 
tation. That copies of this resolution be forwarded to 
the Prime Minister, Dr. Addison, the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, the Attorney General for Ireland, and the 
Ulster Members of Parliament” 

The Secretary read the following resolution passed 
by the National Veterinary Medical Association on the 
10th April“ The Council of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great Britain and Ireland, having 
carefully considered the situation, strongly support the 
claims of the veterinary officers of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction of Ireland to be 
included in the Professional Officers’ Class of Civil 
Servants, as in the case of veterinary officers of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.” 

The President : Nothing arises on those resolutions, 
because they have been dealt with by the different com¬ 
mittees. 

Finance Committee. 

Mr. Lawson read the following report of a meeting of 
the Finance Committee held on Friday, April 11th, 
1919:— 

Financial Statement. The Treasurer submitted his 
quarterly financial statement showing a balance in hand 
of £1251 Is. 6d. and liabilities amounting to £14614s. 6d. 
It was resolved that the Treasurer’s statement be 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown together with cheques for monthly salaries, prin¬ 
ting of Register, Fellowship examiners’ fees, gas, electric 
light, workmens compensation insurance. 

Voluntary Subscriptions. The secretary announced 
that the amount received in voluntary subscriptions for 
the first quarter of the year was £697 19s. Od. It was 
resolved : That the secretary be instructed to issue a 
further appeal for subscriptions, to be sent out with the 
Annual Report, and that an expression of thanks be 
conveyed to those members who have already subscribed. 

It was resolved to recommend that the salary of the 
secretary be increased by £50 per annum as from April 
1st 1919. On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by 
Major Abson, the report was adopted. 

Examination Committee 

The President : The report of the work that has been 
done by the Examination Committee previous to yester¬ 
day's meeting has been printed in order that it may be 
circulated. You will see what a large amount of work 
has been done by the Committee—work which has been 
very onerous indeed. I am very sorry that it has been 
necessary to call meetings of the Committee during the 
past quarter, but the work of the Council is increasing 
in every direction, and we must anticipate in the future 
more Committee meetings between the ordinary Quar¬ 
terly Meetings. We cannot do without them if we are 

S ing to keep pace with the movement that is going on 
roughout the country. 

Mr Mulvey : As the President has said, several 
meetings of the Examination Committee have been held 
during the past quarter, the proceedings at each of which 
have been confirmed by subsequent meetings, and I 
therefore propose &> read only the Minutes of the meet- 

a that was held yesterday. The Minutes are as 
ws 

Educational Certificates. Educational Certificates 
numbered 1847-1854, and 1869-1870 were submitted and 
approved. 


Applications fm Exemption . Applications for exemp¬ 
tion from the preliminary educational examination were 
submitted from 22 ex-service candidates, in each case 
accompanied by educational certificates or by testi¬ 
monials from headmasters.. It was resolved, that in 
the following cases the application be acceded to :— 
1804 W. C. Pratt, age 25, Capt. 4 years service. 

1830 W. Taylot, age 27, 4 years’ service. 

1831 H. West, age 19, li years’ service. Further appli¬ 
cation. 

1832 C. Mitchell, 2 years’ service. 

1843 H. Lewin, 10 yes rs* service, 11 Hussars and A. V.C. 
Recommended for commission 1st Class Army Cert. 

1855 A. J. Beeson, age 23,4A yre’ service, Coll. Prec. Cert. 

1856 A. Robertson, age 22, 4 years service. 

1857 H. R. Randle, Corporal, 3j years service. 

1858 F. S. Clayton, Lieut. M.G.C. 4 years service. 

1860 R. R. Guyer, Cadet. Medical Prelim. 

1861 E. Ollerhead, Lieut, 2A years service. 

1862 W. W. George, Lieut, age 49, R.A.S.C. (Farrier) 

1863 Coull, David, 4 yrs service, A. V.C. Scottish Merit 
Cert. 

1864 David Murray, 3 years service, Scottish Int. Cert. 
Eng. Maths, French, Science, Drawing. 

1865 MacKinley, R. F., age 22, 2 years service 

1866 N. C. P. Howard, age 21, 3 years service, recom¬ 
mended for Commission. 

1867 Joseph McGuigan, age 21 4 years service, Scottish 
Merit Cert. 

1868 T. W. Henderson, 3j years service, Scottish Int. 
Cert. Eng. Maths. French, Science, Drawing. 

1869 R. B. H. Murray, Scottish Leaving Cert. 1917, Eng, 
Maths. Latin, French, Science. 

1859 W. Davison, Farr. Sergt. C.A.V.C., 4 years service 
B.Sc. Agriculture, Toronto, entered Edm. Feb. 1919 
Exemption also granted from Class A. Exam. 
(Except Anatomy). 

Applications from Veterinary Students. Applications 
from demobilised veterinary students for permission to 
sit at the July examinations were received, and it was 
resolved That in the following cases the applications be 
granted:— 

Class A . D. McWhirter, Sergt r.a.v.c., 3i yrs. service, 
entered Edin. 3rd Feb., 1919. 

C. S. Jamieson, 3 yrs. service, entered Edin. 4th Feb., 
1919. 

Ian A. Galloway, 18 in Oct., 1918 ; called up for mili¬ 
tary service, sent to R.A.F. Cadet Distribution Dep., 
arrived there on Nov. 12, sent baok home. Entered 
Edin. Jan., 1919. 

J. R. Haddow, 4 yrs. service, entered Edin., Jan., 1919. 
Class B. R. L. Connell, passed A (2nd hons., July, 191 5, 
gold medal). Attended R.V.C. Oct. to Dec., 1915 ; 
military service Jan., 1916, to Mar., 1919. 

R. M. C. Gunn, B.sc., exempted from part of A, ent’d 
Edin. Jan., 1919. 

Permission was granted to the following ex-service 
students to sit at the Class A exam, in Dec. next:— 

J. Currie, 3 yrs. service Navy. Ent. Glas., Mar., 1919. 
W. C. Welsh, Lt. R.F.A.. 3 yrs. „ Edin., Apr., 1919. 
Colonial Graduates. Applications were submitted by 
the Deputy Director-General. Repatriation and Demob¬ 
ilisation Department, Australian Imperial Forces, from 
the following officers of the A.A.V.C., for permission to 
sit at the final examination for the Diploma of 
M.R.C.V.S., after an attendance of two terms at an 
affiliated Veterinary College. 

Lt.-Coi. T. Matson, B.v.sc., Univ. of Melbourne. 
Capt. R. A. B. Stanhope, B.v.sc. „ „ 

Capt. J. S. Penrose, ,, „ ,, 

Capt. G. Fethers, ,, ,, » 

Capt. H. R. Seddon, ,, ,, ,, 

Major T. H. Hankin, „ „ ,, 

Major C. T. McKenna, „ „ „ 
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Berne. Switz’d. 
Melbourne. 

»* 

Sydney. 

»» 
f* 

»» 

In each case the officer was recommended by the 
Deputy Director of Veterinary Services to the Austra¬ 
lian Imperial Forces. It was resolved to recommend 
That the applications be acceded to. 

Applications were submitted by the Director of Veter¬ 
inary Services of the Canadian Army Veterinary Corps 
on behalf of officers of the C.A.V.C. for permission for 
them to sit at the final examination for the Diploma of 
M.R.C.V.S. after attendance for two terms at an affilia¬ 
ted Veterinary College. It was resolved to recommend 
That the applications be granted in the cases of the 
following officers :— 

Capt. H. Colebourne, b.v.sc., Toronto, 1911. 

Capt. E. L. Brown, u.v.sc., Toronto, 1917. 

Lieut. O. V. Gunning, d.v.m., Ohio, 1917. 

Major C. G. Saunders, D.s.o., b.v.sc., (Hons.) Toronto, ’09. 
Capt. R. M. Lee, b.v.sc., Toronto, 1916. 

Government Maintenance and Training Grants to 
students. A letter from the Ministry of Labour was 
received confirming the proposals reported by the Presi¬ 
dent at the previous meetings 

Ministry of Labour, Civil Demobilisation and 
Re-settlement Department, 

8 Richmond Terrace, Whitehall, 
Ref. No. D.R.A. 203/17. London, S.W.l, April 2, 1919 

Sir,—I am directed by the Minister of Labour to refer 
to the proposal which was communicated to the Lords 
Commissioners of H.M. Treasury by the Secretary of 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in his letter 
dated the 16th January, 1919. It is understood that 
you are in possession of a copy of this letter. 

I am to inform you that it has now been agreed 
between the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries and the 
Ministry of Labour that the selection of scholars and 
the payments of grants for training in veterinary surgery 
under the Ministry of Labour will be carried out in 
accordance with the general principles of the Officers 
University and Technical Training Committee scheme 
for the assisted training of Officers and other ranks of 
•imilar educational qualifications. 

In this connection I forward copies of letters addressed 
to the Board of Agriculture ana Fisheries and to the 
Scotch Board of Agriculture, and the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 

If you agree to the proposals therein contained, the 
Minister would be glad to be informed of the names of 
the members of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons who will be on the Sub-Committee 
of the Central Grants Committee. 

I am to state that Sir Robert Horne has nominated 
Major the Hon. J. N. Ridley, Secretary of the Grants 
Committee, for the post of Chairman of the Sub-Com¬ 
mittee, and that it is understood that the secretarial 
work of the Sub-Committee will be carried out by the 
Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Barlow. 

The President, R.C.V.S., 10 Red Lion Sq. 

D.RJL 203/17. 31st March, 1919. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Minister of Labour to refer 
to the letter addressed to you on Jan. 16th, 1919, by the 
Secretary of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, and 
to state that it has now been agreed with the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries that the Ministry of Labour 
wul be responsible for administering the training of 


Major L. E. McKenzie, d.v.sc. 
Major R. H. F. Maclndoe, L.v.sc. 
Major F. Murray Jones, „ 
Capt. F. V. Collins, „ 

Capt. F. C. E. Geyer, b.v.sc. 

Major E. S. James, „ 

Capt. B. C. Veech, „ 

Capt W. L. Hind marsh, „ 


veterinary surgeons under the terms of the Officers’ 
University and Technical Training Committee scheme 
for assisted training of officers and other ranks of similar 
educational qualifications. 

It is proposed that the selection of scholars for train¬ 
ing in the veterinary colleges of the United Kingdom 
shall be carried out by an Advisory Committee, which 
will operate as a Sub Commtttee of the Grants Com¬ 
mittee of the Ministry of Labour, and which will consist, 
as proposed by the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture 
ana Fisheries in his letter to the Treasury dated Jan. 
16tb, 1919, of the following members :— 

One representative of the Board of Agric. and Fisheries. 

„ ,. „ Dept, of Agric. and Technical 

Instruction for Ireland. 

„ „ „ Board of Agric. for Scotland. 

Five members of the Council of the Royal College of 

Veterinary Surgeons, not connected with the schools. 
A Chairman to be nominated by the Ministry of Labour. 

The Minister would be glad to be informed if your 
Department concurs in this proposal, and, if so, to 
receive the name of your representative appointed to 
serve as a member of the Advisory Committee.—I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) J.A.B. 

The Secretary, Dept, of Agric. and 

Technical instruction for Ireland, Dublin. 

A copy of this letter was addressed also to The 
Secretary, Board of Agriculture for Scotland, 29 St. 
Andrew Square, Edinburgh. 

318t March, 1919. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Minister of Labour to refer 
to your letter dated March 13th, 1919, and to state that 
the arrangements, semi-officially agreed upon between 
your department and Major Ridley on the 10th inst., 
are concurred in. 

It ia proposed that the selection of scholars for train¬ 
ing as veterinary surgeons under the scheme for the 
assisted training of officers and other ranks of similar 
educational qualifications shall be carried out by an 
Advisory Committee composed as was suggested in your 
letter of 16th January, 1919, addressed to the Treasury, 
and operating m a Sub-Committee of the Grants Com¬ 
mittee of the Minister of Labour. 

I am directed to request that Sir Robert Horne may 
be informed of the name of the representative appointed 
by Lord Ernie to serve as a member of this Aavisory 
Committee.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Sgd) J.A.B. 

The Secretary, Board of Agric., and 

Fisheries, 4, 5 and 8 Whitehall Place, S.W. 1. 

The Secretary reported that he had informed the 
Ministry of the names of the representatives of the 
College, as approved by the Committee at its previous 
meeting. 

Dates of Professional Examinations. The Secretary 
reported that he had been asked by Secretaries of the 
Schools to supply information with regard to the 
probable dates oi the professional examinations during 
the coming year. It was resolved to recommend That 
the Council at its meeting in July should fix the follow¬ 
ing dates for the professional examinations :— 

1919 Dec. 12 Written. 1920 July 6 Written. 

16 Oral. 6 Oral. 

Bye laws. It was resolved to recommend That a 
a special Committee by appointed by the Council to 
consider the Bye-laws of the College, and to recommend 
necessary revisions. 

Instructions to Examinee's. The Secretary submitted 
a draft of instructions to Examiners, and it was resolved 
That the draft be printed and circulated to the Com¬ 
mittee before its next meeting. 
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The following Minutes of meetings of the Examina¬ 
tion Committee held since the previous quarterly meet¬ 
ing were taken as read :— 

Examination Committee. The following are reports 
of the meetings of the Examination Committee, held on 
Friday, February 28th, and Friday, 21st March 1919. 

Present— Mr. W. J. Mulvey in the Chair ; Mr. F. W. 
Garnett, Sir John M’Fadyean, and Mr. S. H. Slocock. 

February 28th, 1919 

Minutes. The Minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and published, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Educational Certificates. Educational Certificates 
numbered 1780, 1792, 1795, 1810, 1825, 1826, 1827 were 
submitted and approved. 

Applications /or Exemption. Applications for exemp¬ 
tion from the preliminary educational examination were 
received from 31 ex-service officers and men, in each 
case accompanied by educational certificates or testi¬ 
monials from headmasters and others. In the following 
cases the applications were acceded to 

1793 Buchanan, J. H. Higher Ed. Scotland Inter. Cert. 

1794 Amar Nath, Graduate of Lahore Vet. College. 
D&llwall Middle School Certificate. 

1796 Blacklee, £,, (M.C.) Lieut. Oxford Junior and 
Senior Certs. 

1797 Walker, F., 4 years service. Trained Certificated 
Teacher. 

1799 Bowie, R. S. Lieut. 4 yrs service Head Master’s Cert. 

1801 Bryan, R.. Lieut 3J yrs. service „ „ 

1802 Ford, L. J., Lieut. 3$ yrs. service „ „ 

1803 Clegg, A. C. 4j yrs. service, wounded „ ,. 

1805 Nichols, J. If., Private 1 yrs. service. Cambridge 
Junior and Ed. Inst. Scotland Prelim. 

1806 Bristow, R. Lieut. 4$yrs service Head Masters Cert. 

1808 Carter, J. G. Lieut. 3 years service „ „ 

1809 Jones, W., Private, 15 mths service „ „ 

1811 Catmur, M. G. 2 yrs. service wounded „ ,, 

1814 McGowan, A. G., Lieut. 3j yrs service. Cambridge 
Junior Cert, and Chartered Accountants’ Prelim. 

1815 Robinson, T. H., Lieut. Irish Intermediate Middle 
Grade Cert. 

1816 Braes, J. R. M. 4j yrs. service Head Master’s Cert 

1817 Lauder, D. J., % yrs. service. Scottish Inter. Cert. 

1824 Bryden, W. P., Lieut. 2 yrs. service. „ „ 

1828 Barker, E. D., 4 years service. Head Master’s Cert. 

The following cases were considered, and it was re¬ 
solved That the applications be acceded to provided that 
satisfactory certificates as to general education be re 
ceived. 

1804 Pratt, W. C., Capt., 4£ years service. Wounded. 
1821 Crumplin, C. H., Lieut, 3 years service. 

1812 Renfrew, A. R.. Flight Cadet, 2h years service. 
Cambridge Junior and Senior Certs. English, 
Maths., Latin, Heat, Practical Physics. 

It was resolved That A. R. Renfrew’s preliminary 
certificates be accepted, and that he be admitted to the 
Class A examination in December, 1919, provided satis¬ 
factory certificates as to attendance are received. 

Special Application. 1822 Mitchell, H. D., Lieut. 
B. Sc. Degree in Agriculture, McGill University, 1915. 

It was resolved That this applicant be granted exemp¬ 
tion from the preliminary educational examination, and 
also exemption under the provision of Bye-law 62a from 
the first professional examination. 

Applications from Veterinary Students. The following 
applications were received from veterinary students 
A. A. Hamilton. Class B. Attended Dublin, Oct., 
1917 to March, 1918, and Oct., 1918 to Nov. 14, 1918. 
Applies for permission to count attendances at Glasgow 
from Jan., 1919 to July, 1919, and to sit at Class B ex¬ 
am. in July, 1919. Resolved That the application be 
not acceded to. 


M. W. Sheppard. Class B, passed A 2nd. Hon., July, 
1916. Attended Class B, Oct. to Dec., 1916. Military 
service since. Leave granted to sit at B exam, in July, 
1919. 

J. E. Barnes, 1 Capt., Class D, 3| years’ service. Dis¬ 
charged unfit, Feb., 1918. Passed Class C, 2nd. Hons. 
Dec., 1918. Leave granted to sit at D exam in July, 1919. 

J. R. Pratt. Class D. Passed C July, 1918. Served 
R.A.V.C., August, 1918 to Jan., 1919. Leave granted to 
sit at D exam, in July, 1919. 

M. Bridgeman. Class B. Passed Class A, July, 1916. 
Attended two terms Class B. Military service, March, 
1917 to Dec., 1918. Is taking B exam. July, 1919. 
Applies to take C exam, in Dec., 1919. 

It was resolved That the application be not acceded to. 

W. Coulter. Failed Anatomy Class A, Dec., 1914 4| 
years’ service, Leave granted to sit at B exam, in Dec., 
1919, and to be examined in the whole subject of 
Anatomy. 

J. Ferguson. Class B. Attended Glasgow, Oct. to 
Dec., 1915. 3 years’ military service. Rejoined Feb. 5th, 
1919. Leave granted to sit at B exam, in July, 1919. 

R. Scoular. Class B. 3 years’ service. Demobilised, 
Feb., 1919. 

Resolved to recommend : That in view of the appli¬ 
cant’s military service, he be allowed to present himself 
for the Class B exam, in July, 1919, on producing evidence 
that he has attended for two terms at a veterinary 
college. 

R. R. Moodie. Class B. 3 years’ service. Demobilised 
Feb., 1919. Leave granted to sit at Class C exam., 
July, 1919. 

R. R. Watts. 4j years’ service. Failed Anatomy, J uly, 
1914. Class B. Leave granted to pass to C Course and 
to sit for Senior Anatomy in July, 1919, and, if success¬ 
ful, at the Class C exam.,'Dec., 1919. 

J. N. P. Holt. 4 years’ service. Rejected Class B, 
Dec., 1913 and July, 1914. Applies to pass to Class B, 
and to sit for Anatomy and Physiology, July, 1919. 

Resolved : That the application be not acceded to. 

J. H. P. Games. Class A. 4 years’ service. Failed 
Class A, July, 1909. Applies to pass to Class B. 

Resolved : That the application be not acceded to. 

J. Mair. Class B. 3 years’ service. Demobilised Jan. 
31, 1919. Leave granted to sit at B exam., July, 1919. 

F. E. Somer. Class B. 2 years’ service. Demobilised 
Jan. 15,1919. Leave granted to sit for Class B exam., 
July, 1919. 

In all the above cases, the concessions granted are 
conditional upon the receipt of satisfactory certificates 
from the colleges attended. 

Stellenbosch University. An application was received 
from the University of Stellenbosch for the admission 
of students, who have passed the first year’s examination 
of the University in Chemistry, Phvsics, Botany and 
Zoology to the second year’s course for the diploma of 
M.R.CV.S. 

It was resolved: That the consideration be deferred 
pending the receipt of further information from the 
University 

Colonial Veterinary Surgeons, (a) An application 
was received from Mr. W. E. Armstrong, B.V. Sc., 
(Toronto, 1915), Capt. R.A.V.C., for permission to 
attend at the final year’s course and to sit for the fined 
examination for the diploma of M.R.C.V.S. It was 
resolved to recommend That under the provision of 
Bye-law 61 a, the application be acceded to. 

(6) An application was received from Colonel E. A. 
Kendal, C.M.G., of the Australian Imperial Forces 
asking what concession if any, could be granted to 
Australian Veterinary Surgeons at present holding 
commissions in the A.A.V.C., who desire to obtain the 
diploma of M.R.C.V.S. The Secretary was instructed 
to reply that the Committee would be prepared to 
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recommend, in the case of holders of the degree of 
Bachelor of Veterinary Science, that permission be given 
such candidates as are recommended by the Australian 
Army Authorities to sit for the final examination for 
the diploma of membership, after a satisfactory atten¬ 
dance for two terms at one of the affiliated veterinary 
colleges. The Committee were not, however, prepared 
to deal with the case of veterinary officers not holders 
of the degree of B.V.Sc.. without further consideration 
after the receipt of a more detailed application. 

Woman Applicant. A further application was received 
from Miss E. G. Knight for consideration of her request, 
but the Secretary was instructed to reply that no deci¬ 
sion was possible at present other than that already 
communicated to her. 

March 21st, 1919. 

Present— Mr. W. J. Mulvey in the Chair; Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley, Mr. F. W. Garnett, Sir John 
M'Fadyean, Mr. J. McKinna, Prof. E. S. Shave, Mr. 
S. H. Slocock, and Sir Stewart Stockman. 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

Educational Certificates. Educational Certificates 
numbered 1844, 1845, 1846, were submitted and 
approved. 

Applications Jor Exemption . Applications for ex¬ 
emption from the Preliminary Educational Examination 
were received from 22 ex-service officers and men, in 
each case accompanied by certificates or testimonials 
from headmasters. It was resolved That exemption be 
granted in the following cases :— 

1807 Robertson, T., Age 21, Two years’ service. 

1819 Miller, J. C., Capt. R.A.V.C., Age 34, Graduate 
San Francisco Veterinary College. 

1821 Crumplin, C. H. Lieut. Age 25. Four years’service 
College of Preceptor’s Certificate, 3rd Class 
1823 Byrne, P, Corporal. Age 20. 2j years’service 
1829 McGeachy, A. Age 22. Four years’ service. 

1835 Burgon, E. A., Stan Sergeant R.A.V.C. Age 22. 

1836 Longmuir, W, Sergt-Major. Age 28. 4j years’ 
service. 

1837 Wooldridge. W. U. Age 18. One years’ service 
London School Cert. (Eng., Maths., Hist, and 
Geog., French, Drawing, Heat, Light and Sound, 
Mechanics, Chemistry); London Matric. (Eng., 
Maths., French, Hist, and Geog., Heat, Light and 
Sound, Drawing); Inter B.Sc., (Pure Maths., 
Applied Maths., Physics, Chemistry). 

1838 Granshaw, W. A. Age 20. Two years’ service. 
London Senior School Cert. (Eng. Mathematics. 
French, Heat, Light and Sound, Chemistry ana 
Mechanics). 

1839 Brennan, A. D. T., Lieut. Age 24. 4j years’ service. 
Irish Int. Middle Grade (Eng., Maths., Hist, and 
Geog., Latin, French, German, Physics. Senior 
Grade (Eng., Maths., Latin, French, German, 
Chemistry). 

1840 Griffiths, H. W., Sergt. 2 yrs. service Testimonials 

1841 Smithies, R. B., Sergt. R.A.M.C. 4| years service. 
College of Preceptors’ Junior Certificate. 

1842 Wilkins, H. C.. Lieut. 4i years service. Wounded. 
Central Welsh Board Senior Cert., 1st B.D.S. 
(Chemistry, Physics, Zoology); 2nd B.D.S. (Dental 
Mat., Med., and Metallurgy). Exemption was 
granted from part of the first year’s examination, 
conditional upon the candidate taking the whole 
subject of Anatomy at the Class B Exam.) 

A plications from Veterinary Students, (a) An appli¬ 
cation was received, signed by 78 veterinary students 
recently demobilised from the Army, for a modification 
of the rules concerning the professional examinations. 

It was resolved That the applicants be informed that 
the Committee cannot recommend the Council to grant 
their request, but that applications from individual 


students will be sympathetically considered by the 
Committee after the examinations in July, each case 
being dealt with on its merits. 

(6) Applications were received from 16 veterinary 
students recently demobilised for permission to sit at 
the Professional examinations to be held in July. 

It was resolved That on the production of satisfactory 
certificates of attendance, the following students be ad¬ 
mitted to the July examinations. 

Class A. J. W. Thwaite, E. Wilkinson, A. Fulton, J. 

H. Bateman. W. It. Wallace. 

Class B. A. W. Baird, T. W. M. Cameron, W. Coulter, 
C. H. Ducksbury, R. Dunwoody, A. M. Graham, F. J. 
Hood, A. J. McCarmick, T. J. Richardson. 

Government m Maintenance and Training Gmnts. 
(a) The following letter was received from the Board of 
Agriculture:— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

I. 2582/1919. Whitehall Place, London, S.W. 1. 

13th March, 1919. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 17th ult., I am 
directed by tne President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries to refer to the Conference which took 
place at this office on the 10th inst.. and to say that in 
accordance with the decision then taken, the Board are 
withdrawing their application to the Treasury for funds 
for the training of veterinary students who have served 
in His Majesty’s forces during the War. The Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland, and the Department for Agri¬ 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, are being 
informed to that effect. 

It is understood that the necessary provision will be 
made by the Ministry of Labour m the case of the 
Veterinary, as in other professions.—I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgnd.) A. D. Hall. Secretary. 

(6) The President reported that he had had an inter¬ 
view with Maior Ridley of the Appointments Depart¬ 
ment of the Ministry of Labour, with regard to the 
method of awarding grants to ex-service officers and men 
desirous of completing the course for the Diploma of 
M.R.C.V.S., ana to other candidates of the same class 
desirous of entering upon the course. The Veterinary 
Profession had now been included amongst the pro¬ 
fessions for which training grants can be made by the 
Ministry of Labour in all approved cases, and it was 
proposed that a special Sub-Committee consisting of 
representatives of the veterinary profession not con¬ 
nected with the Schools, and representatives nominated 
by the Boards of Agriculture for England and Scotland, 
and the Department of Agriculture for Ireland, with a 
Chairman to be appointed by the Ministry of Labour, 
should be formed for the purpose of investigating all 
applications. The President had submitted the follow¬ 
ing names to the Ministry of Labour as representatives 
of the profession on the proposed Committee G. A. 
Banham, J. Clarkson, F. W. Garnett, S. H. Slocock, P. 
Wilson. It was resolved That the action of the 
President be approved. 

Correspondence . A letter was received from the 
Secretary of Agriculture for the Union of South Africa 
asking for an expression of opinion from the Council as 
to the degrees or diplomas in veterinary science granted 
outside the United Kingdom which may be regarded as 
equivalent to the M.R.C.V.S. in their standard of attain¬ 
ments in veterinary science. It was resolved That the 
Secretary be instructed to reply that the Council have 
not before them the information which would enable 
them to answer the question put. 

Mr. Trigger : I think the profession will be very 
anxious to be assured, in regardf to the various applica¬ 
tions that have been made by service men, that it is a 
I war emergency measure only. 

| Mr. Molvey: You may be quite assured of that. 
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The Committee have been very careful indeed and only 
men who have done good service have been considered. 

Mr. Trigger : I am perfectly well aware of it myself, 
but 1 think the fact ought to go out to the profession, in 
order that there may be no doubt about it. 

The President : They also come under the special 
Bye-law which was passed by this Council as a war 
emergency measure. 

Major-Gen. Blenkinsop : Certain applications have 
been granted in the case of Canadian and Australian 
officers of the Army Veterinary Corps, but I should like 
to point out to the Council that m addition to the 
officers who have been put forward there were at the 
termination of hostilities no fewer than 126 Canadian 
graduates serving in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, 
several of whom were quite as highly qualified and have 
done quite as good work as the officers to whom you 
have given exemption. 

The Chairman : I should like to point out to Gen. 
Blenkinsop that if any applications are made they will 
be considered in the same way as the other applications, 
but up to the present no other applications than those 
which have been read out have been received by the 
Committee. They will all be considered if application 
is made. 

Major Gen. Blenkinsop : The point I want to make 
is that nobody knew anything about the applications or 
that anything was being done in regard to the matter. 
Some of these officers may be on their way to Canada 
by now. When the Committee was considering the sub¬ 
ject, if they had only given us the information we could 
have told the Canadian graduates before they proceeded 
overseas. Many of the graduates that I am speaking 
about came over here in the early part of the war to 
assist us during a very difficult time; many of them have 
now returned to Canada and of course have lost any 
opportunity they might have had under this arrange¬ 
ment. 

The President : I can assure Gen. Blenkinsop that 
what he is complaining about having been omitted has 
been done through the respective Army Veterinary Corps, 
both the Australian and the Canadian. 

Major-Gen. Blenkinsop: lam speaking of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps. At first we had the Canadian 
Army Veterinary Corps officers and 77 Australian offi¬ 
cers, all of whom were serving under the Director Gen¬ 
eral of Veterinary Services in different theatres of the 
war. Some of them were not serving under the Deputy 
Director of Veterinary Services at all. and never nave 
done so. The officers I am speaking about number 126 
or more—I believe many more. When the armistice 
was signed there were about 126 Canadian graduates in 
the Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Mr. Mulvey : I should like to say, by way of explan¬ 
ation, that no information was sent to anyone connected 
with any of the Colonial Forces in regard to this matter; 
the application came from them. The application in the 
first instance came from Col. Kendall by way of a re¬ 
quest. He was then told that individual application 
must be made in each case. But no information was 
ever sent, and no request was ever made to anyone. The 
result of that is that all the applications that nave been 
made are personal applications, and it was open to any¬ 
one connected with the Colonial Forces or any veterin¬ 
ary students to make application in the same way. 

Col. Brittlebank : With regard to the matter raised 
by Mr. Trigger, I am not quite clear, although I am a 
member of the Examination Committee, whether the 
question of granting these applications of Colonial grad¬ 
uates is to be considered as a war measure or as an 
honour. What is it 1 Are we conferring honours from 
this College on these people 1 

The President : No. They are going to pass the 
examination. 


Mr. Sumner : After six months' study. 

Mr. M ulvey : We are not conferring anything at all 
upon them. I thought that was made quite clear yester¬ 
day at the meeting of the Committee. 

Col. Brittlebank : I was quite clear with regard to 
the facilities given to the men who were excused from 
the Preliminary examinations as far as students were 
concerned, but I did not understand that the doors of 
this College were to be opened to these graduates of 
Melbourne U niversity or the various Colleges that these 
people come from. 1 am not saying it is unwise nor 
that it is wrong, but it is creating a precedent which it 
seems to me is going to be extremely difficult to govern 
in the future. Have you powers to restrict it purely 
and simply to men who have served in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, bo that it will not go beyond that 1 

Mr. Mulvey : That is so. You may rest assured 
that that was the understanding, and that that was the 
instruction of the Council to tne Committee—that it 
was to be to men who had served in the Army during 
tiie present war, and those men only. 

Tne President : Practically the whole of the work of 
the Examination Committee is consequential on the 
special Bye-law that the Council passed in regard to 
war services. 

Col. Brittlebank : I hope the Council will forgive 
me for pleading ignorance. 1 know that ignorance is no 
excuse for breaking the law, but I am ignorant of the 
proceedings in regard to this matter, ana it was merely 
from the point of view of the danger of creating a prece¬ 
dent that I rose to ask the question. I think, in fair¬ 
ness to the other graduates that General Blenkinsop has 
mentioned, whether they have returned to Canada or 
not, it should definitely go forth from this Council that 
any recommendations coming from the Director-General 
will receive very careful consideration by this Council, 
whether these people have gone home or whether they 
are still serving. 

The President : They have only to make application 
to this Council. 

Col. Brittlebank : But that is not understood. It 
is quite evident that the Director-General did not under¬ 
stand it. 

The President : As I say, they have only to make 
application to this Council. I take it that those men 
who wanted the degree have made application at the 
present time. 

Col. Brittlebank : But none of these men seem to 
have the faintest idea of these particular facilities which 
they may claim. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : Is it not open to Gen. 
Blenkinsop to tell these men that they may apply 1 

The President : They must submit their names and 
qualifications individually for the consideration of the 
Examination Committee. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : But is it not open to Gen. 
Blenkinsop or anybody else to tell these gentlemen 
about it ? 

The President : Yes. Gen. Blenkinsop can do what 
he likeB in the matter 1 we have no power over him. 

Mr. McKinna : And I hope that Col. Brittlebank 
will do the same too. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Is it not the fact that bringing 
the matter before the Council is the only means at our 
disposal of conveying this fact to the whole profession 1 

The President : That is so. 

Dr. Share-Jones : It will be quite well known after 
this afternoon. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Dr. 
Bradley, the reports of the meetings of the Examination 
Committee on February 28th, March 21st and April 
10th, were adopted. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey. the following gentle¬ 
men were appointed a Special Committee to consider 
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the Bye-laws of the College, and to recommend the 
necessary revisions The President, Messrs. McKinna, 
Share-Jones, Gaiger, Bradley, Mulvey, Sir John 
MTadyean and Mr. Howard. 


Parliamentary and General Purposes 
Committee. 

Dr. Bradley read the following report of a meeting 
of the Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee 
held on April 10th. 

Clean Milk Sujrply . The Secretary reported that 
the Sub-Committee on the Clean Milk Supply, in the 
absence of a quorum, were unable to submit a report. 

Ministry of Health Bill. Scottish Board of Health 
Bill . These Bills were submitted and considered. The 
Solicitor reported that the Ministry of Health Bill had 
passed its third reading on April 9th, and that the 
Scottish Board of Health Bill had passed the Standing 
Committee. He had attended all the sittings of the 
Standing Committee, and with the President, nad had 
interviews with the Secretary for Scotland and the 
Attorney General for Ireland. He submitted a report 
on the steps taken, in consultation with the President, 
to secure adequate representation of the veterinary 
profession. 

It was resolved That strong representations be made 
to the Minister, after passing tne Ministry of Health 
Bill, that a representative of the veterinary profession 
should be appointed on the Board for Ireland, and on 
the Consultative Council for England. That similar 
efforts be made for the appointment of a representative 
of the profession on the Consultative Council under the 
Scottish Board of Health Bill. That a circular letter 
be sent to all the Veterinary Medical Associations 
urging upon them the advisability of taking such local 
action as was immediately possible to them in order to 
secure proper representation of the profession. 

Dogs Protection Bill: Vivisection of Animals Bill. 
These two bills were submitted and considered. The 
(Solicitor reported that the Dogs (Protection) Bill had 
already passed through Committee, ft was resolved 
That it be left to the President and Solicitor to take 
such steps as they consider desirable in support of the 
opposition to these bills. 

Animals (Anaesthetics ) Bill. This Bill was submitted 
And considered. It was resolved That.no action be 
taken. 

Mtttam Petition Information was received to the 
effect that there was no further necessity to proceed 
with the collection of signatures to this Petition. 

Civil Liabilities. The Secretary submitted copies of 
the Regulations made by the Military Service (Civil 
Liabilities) Committee, showing the circumstances in 
which assistance may be given to demobilised officers, 
and the procedure for making an application. 

Womens Etna ncipjat ion Bill. The Secretary called 
attention to Clause 1 of the Women’s Emancipation 
Bill now before Parliament which provides for the 
removal of the sex disqualification and it was resolved 
That the matter be referred to the Annual Fee 
Committee. 

The following report of a meeting of the Parliament¬ 
ary and General Purposes Committee held on March 
21st, 1919, was taken as read:— 

Parliamentary Bills. The Solicitor reported that 
Messrs. Sherwood and Co. having perused the Private 
Bills deposited for the present session, do not find that 
any affect the interests of the College and the Profession. 

Ministry of Health Bill. The Ministry of Health 
Bill was submitted together with copies of resolutions 
passed by the Midland Counties V.M.A., the Royal 
Counties v.M.A., and the Veterinary Medical Associa¬ 
tion of Ireland with regard to the Bill. The Solicitor 
reported that he had been in attendance at the Stand¬ 


ing Committee of the House of Commons during the 
consideration of the Bill, and that on the instructions 
of the President, he had endeavoured to make arrange¬ 
ments for an amendment to Clause 9, providing for the 
inclusion of a veterinary surgeon in the Scottish Board 
of Health, as constituted by Sub-section iii. of Clause 9. 

It was resolved to recommend (a) That having given 
the most earnest consideration to the provisions of the 
Bill, the Committee do not consider, in view of the fact 
that the Bill does not enact any new legislation on mat¬ 
ters of interest to the profession, but merely brings 
together under one department the functions of several 
departments under existing Acts of Parliaments, that 
there is any opportunity in the present Bill for inter¬ 
vention on the lines suggested in the Resolutions sub¬ 
mitted. 

(6) That the Solicitor be instructed to continue to 
watch the progress of the Bill. 

(c) That the President be authorised to continue his 
endeavour to obtain the inclusion of a Member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in Clause 9, Sub- 
Section iii., in the event of the Bill being applied to 
Scotland. 

Panniers 1 Registration Bill. A copy of the draft 
Farriers’ Registration Bill was submitted, together with 
resolutions on the matter passed by the London Farriers’ 
Association, and by the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
Association. After due consideration it was resolved 
That no action be taken for the present. 

Demobilisation of Veterinary Surgeons. The Presi¬ 
dent reported that he had ascertained by means of a 
question put in the House of Commons on Thursday, 
March 13th, that up to that date 132 veterinary officers 
had been released from the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps since the Armistice. 

It was resolved That the Secretary be instructed to 
write to the Secretary of the War Office pointing out 
that out of more than 1100 veterinary surgeons on 
Active Service, only 132 had been demobilised by March 
13th, and requesting that in view of the great dearth of 
veterinary surgeons in civil practice throughout the 
country, every possible effort be made to demobilise a 
large proportion of civil veterinary practitioners as early 
as possible. 

The Secretary reported the receipt of the Animals 
( Notification of Disease) Order of 1919 from the Board 
of Agriculture. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : May I ask when the Sub- 
Committee on the Cleau Milk Supply was to have met! 

The President : It was to have met at 11 o’clock 
yesterday morning, but in the absence of a quorum it 
was unable to do so. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : That is exceedingly un¬ 
fortunate, because the matter is being pushed od, and 
any report that the Sub-Committee desire to make 
should nave been presented today. The thing is in pro¬ 
cess of being formed ; they are pushing on with it as 
hard as they can, and it would have been of great benefit 
if we could have had the views of that Sub-Committee 
on the subject. I do not know if anything can be done. 

Mr. Mulvey : Not a single member turned up. 

The President : I do not think we can do anything 
now. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : It will be too late in the 
week if you want to do anything. 

The President : If that is so we can call a meeting 
of the Sub-Committee this afternoon after this meeting. 
The Committee consisted of Sir John M'Fadyean, Mr. 
Price. Mr. Slocock, Col. Brittlebank and myself. 

Col. Brittlebank : What object would there be in 
the Committee meeting to-day 1 The Council cannot 
receive its report. I suggest that if anything is to be 
done it ought to be done now. The Sub-Committee, if 
it met, could not do anything. 
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Mr. Trigger : Unless you gave it executive powers. 

Mayor Arson : Cannot we go into Committee and deal 
with the matter now ! 

The President : Yes, there is no reason why the 
Council should not resolve itself into Committee and 
deal with the question, so that immediate action can be 
taken. 

Mr. McKinna : I propose that the Council resolve it¬ 
self into Committee to deal with the matter now. Dr. 
McCall seconded the motion, which was carried unani¬ 
mously. 

Mr. Thatcher : Before the Council goes into Com¬ 
mittee, I should like to say, with regard to the Scottish 
Board of Health Bill, that the statement made in the 
report that the Bill had passed the Standing Committee 
was quite correct at the date of the meeting, but since 
then, namely, last night, the Bill had passed its third 
reading. 

The President . Before we go into Committee I 
think it would be better to pass the reports of the Par¬ 
liamentary Committee. 

Dr. Bradley : I move that the minutes of the meet¬ 
ings of the Parliamentary Committee of March 21st and 
April 10th, be adopted. Mr. McKinna : I second that. 

The Chairman : There it one matter in the report of 
the Parliamentary Committee to which I think it would 
be as well to draw the attention of the members of the 
profession, namely, the new regulations under the Mili¬ 
tary Service Civil Liabilities Committee. Apparently 
members of the profession who have had to close down 
their practices will be dealt with under this Order. 
They may be able to get, and most probably will get, 
certain sums of money at the discretion of the Com¬ 
missioners, who will go into the question of the liabilities 
and of the sacrifices that veterinary surgeons have made 
owing to the closing down of their practices. 

The motion for the adoption of tne reports was then 
put and carried unanimously. 

The Council then resolved itself into Committee for 
the purpose of discussing the question of clean milk 
supply. 

On the Council resuming its sitting in public, it was 
announced that the following resolution had been 
passed by the Committee : “ That the attention of the 
Local Government Board, the Ministry of Food, and any 
other Government Department concerned, be drawn to 
the fact that much technical and administrative work is 
now being done by unqualified persons in connection 
with the work of the Food Control Committees, which, 
in the interests of efficiency and public health, should 
be done by qualified veterinary surgeons.” It was also 
decided to lecommend that the following additional 
names be added to the Sub-CommitteeMessrs. Share- 
Jones, McKinna Coleman, Abson and Banham. 

Col. Brittlebank : I feel it my dutyj as perhaps the 
original mover in this matter, to speak in regard to the 
formation of this Committee. The position, as I have 
already said in Committee, in which the profession finds 
itself under this scheme for the production of milk of 
higher grades is a most unfortunate one, and I hope it 
will go out from this Council as a very strong expression 
of opinion that they view with a considerable amount 
of disfavour the ready manner in which veterinary sur¬ 
geons have allowed themselves to act, or lent themselves, 
m a menial capacity, in carrying out the scheme which 
has been promulgated by the Food Production Depart¬ 
ment The veterinary surgeon plays but a very small 
part in it. The scheme as originally drawn up has, I 
am bound to say, many points to recommend it. It is 
an attempt at any rate to do something in a direction 
in which genuine work is very badly required ; but until 
the profession gets its full share of recognition in the 
matter—its full share of recognition consisting in 
nothing short of complete control of the whole question, 


as it is a matter concerned with the housing and well¬ 
being of cattle, the modes and methods of milking, and 
everything applicable to the general conduct of the very 
large business of dairying—we ought not to be satisfied. 
We come into intimate connection with the Public 
Health Service, and until we obtain the position which 
we claim is our right, I consider that our brethren in 
practice should refuse strenuously to have anything to 
do with the matter. 1 do hope that this Council will 
express itself very strongly on the subject, as a lead to 
the profession in general. We have a definite claim to 
to these positions, and only by asserting it shall we get 
them. 

On the motion of Dr. Share-Jones, seconded by Mr. 
Coleman, the report of the Committee was received and 
adopted. 

Mr. Coleman : Has that Committee executive 
powers! 

The President : Yes. 

Registration Committee. 

The President : I am sorry to say that we have not 
a quorum present for the purpose of dealing with the 
report of tne Registration Committee. 

The Secretary read the report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee held on April 10th., from which 
it appeared that 20 cases were considered by the Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Joseph Randolph Welsby a Member of College 
was summoned to appear to snow cause why his name 
should not be struck off the Register, he having been 
convicted of bigamy. The Secretary stated Mr. Welsbv 
had written to him asking for the matter to be adjourned, 
and he had answered that Mr. Welsby must attend and 
he produced a telegram he had just received that Mr. 
Welsby could not be present. The Committee decided 
to proceed with the case. The Solicitor read a certified 
| copy from the clerk of the Central Criminal Court that 
Ion Tuesday 23rd April 1918, Mr. Joseph Randolph 
Welsby was convicted on an indictment that he married 
Elizabeth Adelaide Canner during the life of his wife 
Mildred Mary, and was ordered to be imprisoned and 
| kept to hard labour for 12 months. 

| The Committee report that they find the conviction 
proved. 

In the remaining cases the Solicitor or the Secretary 
was instructed in regard to the action that should be 
taken. 

On the motion of Col. Brittlebank, seconded by Dr. 
Share-Jones, the report was received and adopted, and 
on the motion of Dr. Share-Jones, seconded by Col. 
Brittlebank, authority was given for the Seal of the 
College to be attached to the prosecutions recommended 
in the report. 

Honours and Prizes Committee. 

On the motion of Mr. Banham, the following report 
of a meeting of the Honours and Prizes Committee, 
held on the 10th April, was received and adopted 

Honorary Associateship. It was resolved to recom¬ 
mend That the Secretary be authorised to take steps to 
repare a list of distinguished veterinary surgeons who 
ave rendered conspicuous services to tne Allies during 
the war, and to present the same to the Committee at 
its next meeting with a view to recommendations for 
election to the Honorary Associateship of the College. 

Annual Fee Committee. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Msyor 
Abson, the following report of a meeting of the Annual 
Fee Committee held on the 11th April, was received and 
adopted 

Amendment hill. Mr. Garnett submitted copies of* 
correspondence relating to the introduction of the 
Amendment Bill into Parliament and It was resolved 
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That the matter be left in the hands of Sir John 
M*Fadyean with power to arrange for the introduction 
of the Bill at the earliest possible moment. 

Women’* Emancijxition Bill The resolution passed 
by the Parliamentary Committee at its meeting on April 
10th was considered and the provisions of the Womens’ 
Emancipation Bill were read. It was resolved That no 
alteration be made in the provisions of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act (Amendment) Bill, but that the Council 
be asked to consider at its meeting in July the desira¬ 
bility of seeking power to admit women to the exami¬ 
nations qualifying for the Diplomas. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch.] 


The Forty-fifth Annual Dinner was held on Tuesday, 
11th March, at the Holborn Restaurant. London. Fifty- 
five sat down ; Professor G. H. Wooldridge, President, 
presiding. 

The Toast of the King was duly honoured. 

“ The Imperial Forces ” 

Mr. J. Willett: Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, 
the toast I have the honour to propose is that of “ The 
Imperial Forces”—I should rather say “The Navy, 
Army, and the Imperial Forces.” This toast needs no 
eulogy of mine for it to be drunk with enthusiasm. The 
glorious deeds of the Navy and of the Army are so recent 
in our minds that any words I could say would be in¬ 
vidious. But there is one branch of the Imperial Forces 
with which we are intimately connected, and about 
which I should like to say a few words—the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps. (Hear hear.) The splendid organ¬ 
isation and administration of that body both at home 
and abroad, and the work they have done, have raised 
the status of the profession to which we have the honour 
to belong. It remains for we who have stayed at home 
to see that that position is maintained in the eyes of the 
general public. The advance abroad of both preventive 
and curative medicine has been the admiration of all 
the other armies. One wonders when one considers the 
slight mortality of animals in this war. A mortality of 
a little over 1 % in the many thousands of animals carried 
from over-seas, through U-boat and other risks, and the 
small total of about 12% through all risks of war, speaks 
volumes for the good work which has been done by the 
veterinary profession at the front. (Hear hear.) I am 
not going to give you a long speech, because I believe 
that short speeches are the rule at these gatherings ; but 
when you drink this toast I should like you at the same 
time to drink to the absent members of the Central 
Veterinary Society who are serving over seas. Many of 
them have gained mention ; many of them have gained 
honours. Let us drink their health, and wish them a 
speedy return to our gatherings. There are several 
members of the Headquarter Staff here tonight, amongst 
others Colonel Rainey, who has done a lot of spade work 
in this war (Applause) ; and then there is Colonel 
Aitken. (Applause.) If the Americans were here to¬ 
night I think we should be very proud to hear what they 
have to say of him and his work with the American 
Veterinary Corps. Then there is Colonel Stordy 
(Applause), whose name I am going to couple with this 
toast. I am coupling his name with this toast, because 
he is Chief Veterinary Officer to the East African Pro¬ 
tectorate, and we see and hear so little of our colonial 
members when they have once gone abroad that I think 
his being here gives us a fine opportunity to hear the 
ideas of those over seas. (Hear hear.) Ladies and 
gentlemen. I ask you to drink the health of the Navy, 
the Army, and the Imperial Forces, not forgetting our 
absent members. (The toast was duly honoured.) 


Capt. Stordy : Mr. President, Mr. Willett, Ladies 
and Gentlemen. 

I would in tne first place thank you Mr. President 
and Members of the Central Veterinary Medical Assoc¬ 
iation for the very high honour you havfi conferred, in 
entrusting to me the important duty of responding to 
the toast of the Navy and Army, which Mr. Willett has 
proposed in such felicitous terms. In the absence of a 
member of the Senior Service, I would return thanks 
for the very generous manner in which you have received 
the toast of the Royal Navy. In the face of an unscru- 

ulous enemy, our gallant sailors have done deeds of 

eroism, shewn a devotion to duty and performed acts 
of humanity which command the admiration of the 
world, and make the British Navy symbolic of all that 
is powerful, all that is noble, all that is true. 

We await, with a hope tinged with anxiety, the 
decisions of the eminent Statesmen now in solemn con¬ 
ference assembled, and earnestly pray that the high 
ideals, for which the League of Nations stands, may 
materialise and be brought within the realm of prac¬ 
tical politics. We fervently trust that nothing will be 
done to impair the supremacy of our Navy — a suprem¬ 
acy which, I submit, Britain has never once abused, a 
supremacy which has made possible its constant vigil, 
which has guarded our Homeland, our Empire and the 
shores of our great Allies, a supremacy which has 
guaranteed to the world the freedom of the seas. 

On behalf of that wonderful Army and its Auxiliaries 
who have upheld in every sphere of war the best tradi¬ 
tions of our race, and have brought the enemy to his 
knees, I would offer you their most grateful thanks. 
For tonight, I take it, our thoughts Are more concerned 
with the achievements of that branch of the Service to 
which so large a number of our professional colleagues 
belong. As a temporary and humble member of that 
Organization, I would pay tribute to the great part 
played by the Royal Army Veterinary Corps in the 
mitigation of animal suffering, and the prevention and 
suppression of contagious disease. It stands without 
parallel in the history of previous wars, and we, as a 
profession, emerge from this awful conflict of nations 
with a splendid record of service well done. 

For some years I have beeD in fear and trembling lest 
the motto emblazoned on the Arms of our College would 
require to be changed, and eometimes in the night 
watches I have conjured up visions of “ Ora pro nobis ” 
being inscribed thereon. But tonight, I rejoice to feel 
that a new era has dawned, and that our profession, 
clothed with a dignity and status hitherto unknown, 
stands re-born. 

We owe, I consider, a very deep debt of gratitude to 
the Army Veterinary Service, for the position we at 
present hold. It is a position gained by hard and gen • 
nine work—work whicn has the Government’s acknow¬ 
ledgement— which has demonstrated to the British tax¬ 
payer our importance from an economic as well as from 
an Imperial standpoint, and it is work whose eminence 
has recently received the gracious recognition of His 
Majesty the King himself. 

Within the next few months many of us will have left 
the a?g!s of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, and 
returned to “The daily round the common task, but in 
whatsoever sphere we may find ourselves, the duty will 
devolve upon each of us to regard zealously the privileges 
we have won. 

For the profession as a whole, the Council of our 
Royal College will become the chief custodian of its new 
found honour and dignity, and I would in all sincerity 
express the hope that the profession will gather round 
our worthy President and Council, and give to them its 
uttermost support. Let us lay aside that lethargy which 
has so often in the past marked our attitude to all things 
politic, but which should receive earnest study and 
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attention, if we are to maintain a high state of efficiency. 
“Vis uaita fortior” graven on our escutcheon—must 
verily be our watchword, for, combination in these days 
of progress and change, is the keynote to ultimate suc¬ 
cess. 

Much lies before us to be accomplished, and first and 
foremost I would wish that the Charters, Acts and Reg¬ 
ulations governing our body corporate be carefully 
scrutinised, with a view to alteration or amendment. I 
cannot think, for instance, that it can make for good to 
elect Members to Council for the long period of four 
years. To become a Councillor is^l trust, the ambition 
of many members, and the profession should demand 
ability, zeal and. reasonable interest in all matters affect¬ 
ing it, to entitle those who receive that honourable ad¬ 
vancement to retain seats at our Council Table. 

There are other points demanding careful revision 
upon which it is not now my intention to dilate; I 
would, however, ventilate the opinion held by a very 
great numbei of members, that the portals leading to 
our Schools be closed to all save those possessing the 
higher standard of education ; a status worthy of our 
calling will attract the class of candidate on whom we 
may rely to uphold the prestige of Veterinary Science. 

The success which has attended the labours of the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps can be attributed to an 
admirable organisation, ably administered, executive 
work of high merit, and last but not least, freedom from 
lay control. I am, of course, well aware that the con¬ 
ditions which obtain in Civil Communities oftentimes 
militate against effective veterinary control, but the 
work of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps indicates 
what the profession can accomplish when working on its 
own initiative. It has been stated that, as we come 
under the classification “ Experts,” we can never be 
good administrators. The fallacy of Ruch a statement is 
exposed when we find experts of the Sister Profession 
holding sway over Ministries of the Crown, and the pa 9 t 
five years of war have shown that in the ranks of the 
Veterinary Profession we have men well versed in the 
intricacies of administrative detail. 

With bills relating to Public Health and other legis¬ 
lative measures coming before Parliament in the near 
future, it is time that we bestir ourselves to make certain 
that the Veterinarian is not submerged, but that we as¬ 
sume our proper place in the advisory and administrative 
spheres to which we are entitled by reason of our 
special training. 

The Medical Profession has already taken action, and 
from the Times of February 1st, I quote the following 
“There is thus a clear call to each to unite in the 
common purpose of securing to the Nation the consid¬ 
ered and representative judgement of a great profession 
upon matters on which only this profession is competent 
to advise.” 

Surely gentlemen, this clarion call finds an echo in the 
heart of each one of us. Applied to our own profession 
never was duty more clearly defined. Let us act in like 
manner and state our claims. It is certainly time that 
we shake ourselves free from the trammels of lay con¬ 
trol, and until we do so, our position must remain in 
jeopardy. Take that position in its relation to agri¬ 
culture ; we find that the terms agriculture and veterin¬ 
ary are oftentimes regarded by the public as synonymous, 
and it behoves us to clear its mind of such an erroneous 
notion. We are ever ready and willing to work side by 
side but on an equal footing with agriculture : we have 
every right to expect—yea demand, that we shall not be 
placed in subordination to it. The Board of Agriculture 
of England is a superstructure erected on the foundation 
of veterinary science—a sure foundation I trow—but do 
not let us hesitate to build a few stones into that super¬ 
structure—corner ones too—so that the public may 
recognise and appreciate the value and importance of 


our position, and mark well the services of those eminent 
veterinarians who labour within its walls. 

I fear I have grievously trespassed upon the privilege 
you have accorded me tonight, but I would plead as ex¬ 
cuse an earnest desire to place before you the views of 
your professional brethren who labour in other spheres 
beyond the seas, who have little or no opportunity of 
stating them, but who look forward to the time when 
even they may find someone fully qualified to look after 
their interest in the Council Chamber. 

Mr. President, Mr. Willett, Ladies and Gentlemen, I 
would again thank you for your generous acceptance of 
the toast to which I have endeavoured to reply. 
Before sitting dowp, I would in the name of my fellow 
colleagues in the Colonies and Dependencies of our 
great Empire, raise my glass to the success and pros¬ 
perity of the Central Veterinary Medical Association. 

“The President.” 

Mr. J. W. McIntosh : Ladies and gentlemen, it gives 
me great personal pleasure to propose this toast We 
have had some very excellent Presidents during the forty 
five years existence of the Central Veterinary Society, 
but no President could have thrown more spirit and 
enthusiasm into the work of the Association than our 
friend the President this evening (hear hear). The 
deliberations over which he presided were discharged 
with a wealth and ripeness of knowledge and with an ease 
and dignity which is so essential in the qualities of the 
chair. Professor Wooldridge’s activities are not confined 
to the work of the Association or the work of the pro¬ 
fession. I know something of his activities outside 
these two organisations, and I can assure you that his 
work in other directions is just as freely given and just 
as highly esteemed and appreciated (hear, hear). We 
love him not only for his qualifications of head but for 
his qualifications of heart as well, a combination which 
makes him a favourite wherever he goes (hear, hear). 
Speeches are to be short and I can easily comply with 
this request as it requires very few words to present this 
toast, because Professor Wooldridge is well known to 
all of you. In giving you the toast I should like to 
associate with it the name of his wife Mrs. Wooldridge 
(hear, hear). I am quite sure I am uttering the senti¬ 
ments of every individual in this room when I say that 
we wish them long life and happiness and All that they 
deserve- honour, love and troops of friends. (The toast 
was drunk with acclamation.) 

The President : Ladies and gentlemen, will you 
kindly allow me in the first place to thank you very 
heartily indeed for the very kind way in which you have 
accepted the toast proposed so flatteringly by Mr. Mc¬ 
Intosh, one of my predecessors m this chair. Please also 
accept the thanks of my wife. I am very flattered in¬ 
deed, and very grateful, that you thought to include her 
in the toast, because I feel sometimes when I am out on 
what I report to be business, she may have some doubts 
(laughter)* I think after tonight she cannot have any 
doubt at all that I am engaged on matters of public 
interest (laughter). I thank you, Mr. McIntosh for 
having made my peace more beautifully and more 
plainly than I could have done myself after considerable 
rehearsals: I have tried often (laughter). 

I am very pleased indeed at the good number who 
have turned up to enjoy the evening along with us. 
There is a “but,” and that is the number of empty chairs 
which one sees around, owing to influenza and other 
causes keeping people away at the last minute. There 
is always a “but” in these things, but one does not want 
to elaborate that point We can always find grievances, 
and that reminds me of an individual who was always 
finding fault. A particular friend of his was well aware 
of th&t, and he said, “ Look here, Jack, when you die and 
when you go to Heaven, if ever you get there, you will 
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•till find fault.” “ No,” said Jack, “ surely not.” “ Yes, 
yon will,” said his friend. Subsequently they both 
died and afterwards met in Heaven. The friend said, 
“ Hallo, Jack, you are here ! How are you getting on 1 ” 
Jack replied, “ Pretty well, but—.” “ Oh,” my friend 
said, 44 There is a 4 but,’ is there 1 ” 44 Yes,” Jack said, 

14 My halo does not fit, and my harp is out of tune, and 
the blessed cloud I am sitting on is damp.” I am get¬ 
ting rather into a lighter vein, which one should avoid 
on an occasion like this, because Mr. McIntosh has given 
yon to understand that I am capable of something 
sincere. I will try to avoid that kind of thing. Un¬ 
fortunately, I have to talk too much. I am somewhat 
in the position of che parrot of which yon have probably 
heard, who was in the habit of imitating his master’s 
whistle. He was kept in an upstairs room, and when 
he imitated the whistle, the little dog used to come 
running up to the room expecting to see his master, and 
when he entered the room the parrot would simply 
laugh at him. The little dog’s tail would go down and 
he would walk disconsolately away. That sort of thing 
occurred frequently, but on one occasion the parrot 
happened to be on a perch and not in the cage. He 
repeated the offence, and the sagacious little dog, when 
he got into the room, caught hold of the chain on the 
perch and pulled the parrot down and gave him a good 
r tousling,’ and ruffled his feathers rather badly. Present¬ 
ly the poor parrot got back on to his perch, and the 
mistress of the house, hearing the noise, came up to see 
what was happening, and was in time to hear the parrot 
say, 44 That is the worst of me. I talk too damned 
much.” (Laughter.) I promise you not to offend 
seriously in that respect to-night, but again I offer you 
my very sincere thanks for attending here and for having 
received the toast in the way in which you have. 

Before sitting down I think I should extend a welcome 
to our visitors. I do extend a very hearty and cordial 
welcome to those who are our visitors to-night. We 
have with us some very notable representatives of the 
Royal Army Veterinary Service, whose names have 
already been mentioned. I do not need to mention 
their names again. Each and all of them I hope will 
accept our assurances of the great pleasure which we 
feel at their presence here to-nignt—not only the 
members of the permanent Service, but also those who 
are members of tne temporary services, including Major 
Stordy, Captain Fairholme and the other members of 
the Forces. Then also I would like to take the oppor¬ 
tunity of thanking very heartily those of our friends 
who nave entertained us right royally. (Applause.) We 
have had a real treat from them, and we hope to have 
more, and it is in order that we may get more that I 
will sit down at once. Ladies and gentlemen, I thank 
you very heartily indeed. 

“The Ladies.” 

Mr. F. W. Chamberlain : The honour has been 
thrust upon me of proposing what is, I venture to 
suggest, the toast of the evening. I only wish it were 
in more worthy hands than mine. Although 1 cannot 
do justice to the toast I am second to none in my 
appreciation of the sex. I am quite at a loss to know 
what to say. I asked my neighbour if he had any 
suggestion^, and he said 44 Why, they won the war.” I 
was quite overcome by this brilliant suggestion, with 
which I quite agree, it was unjust to ask me to propose 
this toast when there was a neighbour of mine with a 
sentiment of that description. It is quite unlike the 
remark I once heard a crusty old bachelor make. He 
said 44 In the beginning after man came woman, and she 
has been after him ever since — an eternal worry, but, 
by the grace of the Lord, many centuries afterwards, 
Scotch whisky was invented as a constant solace to man.” 
Now I hasten 16 say that such a hideous sentiment does 


not pervade the mind of any Fellow of the Central 
Veterinary Society. We are particularly pleased to see 
the ladies gracing our function. The Central Veterinary 
Society during tne war, thanks to an enthusiastic 
President and an untiring Secretary (hear hear) —has 
been carying on periodical meetings and trying to keep 
its end np, and it i* a particularly happy augury for the 
future to meet again round a festive board with the 
ladies around us to give us a send off to better times. 
I couple with the toast the name of Mrs. Harrison. 
(The toast was duly honoured.) 

Mrs. Harrison : Mr. President and gentlemen. I 
must thank Mr. Chamberlain for all the' nice things he 
said about us tonight. I claim that this is the toast of 
the evening. (Hear hear.) I believe this is the second 
time that ladies have graced your board. How you 
gentlemen enjoyed yourselves m the past, really I do 
not know. We have all enjoyed ourselves very much, 
and we are looking forward to the next annual meeting 
in November. You must excuse me for not making a 
long speech. It is not in my province. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Sir,—In reply to Mr. G. Mayall, I wish to state dis¬ 
tinctly th it I nave not suggested an attitude of 44 patience 
and submission.” Nearly all my letter was occupied 
with pointing out the folly (to use a mild word ) of two 
suggestions put forward at a meeting held to discuss 
“veterinary politics.” Anyone may do that, without 
incurring an obligation to advance suggestions of his 
own. I do not ask Mr. Mayall whether he considers the 
term “ass-like” courteous, or even civil—opinions upon 
courtesy and civility are so dreadfully divided in our 
profession. 

Mr. Mayall puts a construction of his own upon what 
other men have written. That sentence I quoted from 
“Fra Diavolo’s ” letter does not recommend anything ; it 
simply states an unpalatable truth which too many 
veterinary surgeons, like Mr. Mayall, persistently refuse 
to recognise. Perhaps Mr. Mayall sees by this time that 
the two sentences in which he deals with our alleged 
indispensability would better have been left unwritten. 
I notice that he does not touch my point of the long 
period during which all veterinary practitioners were 
unqualified; and I may remind him that unqualified 
veterinary men are much more numerous ana skilful 
now than five years ago. 

I agree that we could do without insurance fees of 2 (> 
or 3/6. At the same time I think it useless to demand 
a minimum fee of 10 6, as many seem inclined to do. A 
wiser course than either accepting half-crowns or clam¬ 
ouring for half-guineas would be to support the 
44 National ” in negotiating for a scale of fees on a per¬ 
centage basis; and I think that, if the scale published 
recently by the 44 National ’’ can be obtained, it will be 
as much as we can do with regard to insurance fees for 
the present.—Yours faithfully, 

44 Dagonet ” 


THE 

STATUS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 

Sir,—Your 'correspondent Mr. H. C. Wilkie advances the 
view that the social status of the veterinary profession is 
precisely the same as any other profession, and that each 
individual’s social position is only personal to himself. 
The second proposition is true, but the first most de¬ 
cidedly is not. The mere fact of being a veterinary 
surgeon is correlated with an atmosphere which society, 
spelt with a capital S, holds in the greatest disdain. 
Whereas in the case of the parson, the doctor, the barris¬ 
ter, or the main of letters the preliminary sena-off is ipib 
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facto favourable to his social position, and more espec¬ 
ially to that of his womenkind. In the one case the 
choice of a profession tends to uplift, in the other to drag 
down. There may be a fair measure of snobbery at the 
root of this state of affairs, but nevertheless the central 
fact remains that it exists and is in strong evidence. 
How many public schoolboys ever dream of becoming 
veterinary surgeons'? And how many veterinary sur¬ 
geons’ sons who have had a public school and a uni¬ 
versity education can be persuaded to follow the vocation 
of their fathers ? Precious few, and the explanation lies 
in the circumstances that rightly or wrongly the veter¬ 
inary calling, as such, is looked upon as a profession of 
relatively low caste. Viewed from this standpoint it 
does not appear to have made appreciable progress in the 
last 100 years, and certainly none at all in the last 40 or 
50 years. At all times there have been both gentlemen 
and veterinary surgeons in the profession, but the vet¬ 
erinary surgeons have not all been gentlemen, and some 
of the gentlemen have not been veterinary surgeons. If i 
Mr. Wilkie’s propaganda work has a reasonable prospect 
of convincing Society that all veterinary surgeons are 
gentlemen practising their vocation from purely philan¬ 
thropic motives a rise in the general scale may in the end ; 
obtain. In the meantime unseemly wrangles over a few 
paltry insurance fees, and rumours in the veterinary 
press of the formation of trades unions to enforce their 
payment by the strike weapon, are not calculated to do 
much toward raising the social status. People are gen¬ 
erally judged by the company they keep and the customs 
they adopt.—I am, Sir, Your obedient servant, 

“ Watchman.” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


The KiDg has granted the following authority to 
wear the Insignia of the Order of the Nile conferred by 
the Sultan of Egypt in recognition of valuable services 
rendered. 

Class IV. 

* * * * 

Capt. R. S. Aldas, m.c., rjl.v.o. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Flynn, M. .1., Capt. r.a.v.c. 
Hartley, C., Major r.a.v.c. 
Holland, H. M., Keighley. 
Macqueen, A. S., Glasgow. 
McCall, J. Mcl., London, S.W. 1. 
McOougall, W. A, Lt.-Col., d.s.o., 


r.a.v.c. 1 

Peggie, VV. W., Biggar. 1 

Robertson, A. L., Lieut, r.a.v.c. 1 

Shepherd, T., Bootle, Liverpool. 1 

Sumner, H., Liverpool. 1 

Sumner, H., Junr., Liveri»ool, 

Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 
Sumner, J., Liverpool. 1 

Previously acknowledged £70C 


1 0 
1 0 
l 0 
1 0 
1 0 

1 0 
1 O 
5 0 


April 1G. 


£718 17 0 




Donation to Royal Veterinary College. 

At the April meeting of the Governors of the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, the Earl of Northbrook in 
the Chair, the Secretary reported that a donation of one 
hundred pounds had been made to the funds of the 
College by the Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association. In 
view of the present unsatisfactory state of the College 
finances this gift was most welcome, and it was decided 
that a letter be sent to the Association thanking them 
for their generous gift. 


OBITUARY. 

Capt. Georoe Clifford Harding, late r.a.v.c., Oak- 
aene, Church Stretton. 

Graduated, bond.: July, 1914. 
Mr. Harding died on April 13th, from pneumonia, 
following influenza, aged 28. 

Robert McM. Banks, Slamannan, Co., Stirling. 

Graduated, Glas. : April, 1877. 
Mr. Banks’ death occurred on 8th April. 

Smart— At Alpraham, Tarporley, on April 1st, Julia, 
the beloved wife of William W. Smart, i.s.o., M. r.c.v.s. 
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The Spread of Babies. 

No veterinarian was surprised at the appearance 
of rabiee in the London district last week. Of 
course it has caused some public panic, and not a 
few dogs have been, and will be, needlessly des¬ 
troyed ; but there is no mistaking the real gravity 
of the situation. The Devon-Cornwall outbreak, 
the more recent Welsh one, this London one, which 
holds more serious possibilities than either, and the 
amount of illicit importation and movement of dogs 
that is known to have taken place, altogether 
present a distinctly ominous outlook. It is possible 
that we may have as much rabies in the kingdom 
this year as w T e ever had in the nineties. A trying 
time lies before practioners, bearing much annoy¬ 
ance but also much serious responsibility. How¬ 
ever many genuine cases of rabies occur, there will 
be many more false alarms; however few, there 
will still be so much disease in the country that to 
slight a single symptom that is even suggestive 
would be criminal. 

Fees in Ireland. 

A report upon another page shows that the Cen¬ 
tral V.A. of Ireland is taking a commendable line 
with regard to this question. A considerable mini¬ 
mum increase in the ordinary fees has been 
approved, and it is suggested “ that the members 
of the profession resident in the same districts 
should confer and agree mutually on this point.” 
This encouragement of localised consultation and 
combination amongst groups of neighbouring prac¬ 
titioners seems the best policy for the societies to 
adopt, so far as the fees of general practice are con¬ 
cerned. National uniformity of fees is desirable, 
and may be attained in some special subjects, such 
as insurance work; but uniformity over the whole 
range of professional fees presents many difficulties. 
The variety of conditions in different districts, even 
sometimes in fairly closely adjoining ones, is very 
great. The work itself varies greatly; for what is 
an everyday item in some districts may be so rare 
as to be practically negligible in others. Other 
local conditions vary as much; and fees whioh are 
quite usual in some districts are almost unobtainable 
in others. All these difficulties are best met by 
local arrangements amongst the only men con¬ 
versant with the details; and just now that seems 
to be the only effective way of dealing with them. 
It is also the best step towards a national uniform¬ 
ity, if that is really attainable. Probably no man 
now has a sufficiently wide knowledge of the subject 
to warrant a judgment on the latter point; but a 
good number of local combinations might render 
such knowledge available. 


VOL. XXXI. 


The “Assistance” of the Press. 

The introduction and spread of rabies in England 
and Wales has received notice in the public press, 
mainly in support of the measures of control 
exercised by the authorities, but a contributor has 
sent us a copy of a local newspaper containing a 
column of matter of a quite different character, 
excerpts from which we print on another page. 
Fortunately, the mischievous character of the sug¬ 
gestions is lessened by the fact that the journal is 
a local one, and by the widely spread knowledge of 
the dread effect of the disease. But the attempt to 
belittle the skill and integrity of the veterinary 
officials concerned will find favour with a section 
of the public; and there are yet many who are 
unacquainted with the dangers of infection. Liberty 
of the press is worth preserving: but one oan only 
regret to see it put to ill a use by irresponsible 
persons. 

In* quite different tone is a short note in the 
medical column of The Farmers' Gazette , Dublin, 
which we give below :— 

“Hydrophobia is such a frightful disease that no 
steps, be they ever so drastic, are too severe if to prevent 
it again invading this country. Hydrophobia in a 
human being is a sight that not every doctor has seen. 
It has, however, fallen to the lot of the writer to see 
and attend upon such a case—a horrible and harrowing 
experience he never wishes to encounter again as long 
as ne lives. He has seen an airman burnt to death in a 
fallen aeroplane: but the latter sight was as nothing 
to that of the stricken wretch perishing in the throes of 
hydrophobia as the result of a bite from a pet retriever. 


No?al College of 
tPeterinar? Surgeons. 

(Continued from p. S77). 


Special Committee on Veterinary Staff. 

On the motion of the President, the following report 
of a meeting of the Special Committee on Veterinary 
Staff, held on April lltn, was received and adopted 

Classification of Veterinary Officers, The Secretary 
submitted correspondence showing that the veterinary 
officers of the D.A.T.I. are not included among the 
professional officers of the Civil Service, in the same way 
as veterinary officers of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. A draft letter to H.M. Treasury calling 
attention to this anomaly, and urging its immediate 
removal, was read and ordered to be sent to the Perma¬ 
nent Under* Secretary of the Treasury. 

Publication, Library, and Museum Committee. 

Dr. Share-Jones read the following report of a 
meeting of the Publication, Library and Museum Com¬ 
mittee, held on April 11th 
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Pres^ oris to Library . The Secretary reported 
that since previous quarterly meeting the following 
presentations had been made to the Library. 

Annali della St&tione sperimentale per le malattie 
infettive del Bestiame, Vol. IV., Fasc. 1 and 2. “ Dela¬ 
ware Pritchett Blaine, M.S. Article by Miller Christy. 
The Spinose Ear Tick, U.S.A. Dept, of Agriculture. 
Haemorrhagic Septicaemia, H. J. Washburn, U.S.A. 
Dept, of Agriculture. Preliminary Note on Sheep- 
Breeding Experiments, E. C. Oliver, i.o.v.d. Report on 
Experiment of Feeding Bullocks on Turnips and Straw, 
1917-18, J. Hendrick and W. J. Profeit. 

Annual Reports: Imperial Bacteriological Laboratory, 
Muktesar, 1917-18. Higher Education in State of New 
York, 1914-15. City of Manchester, Medical Officer of 
Health. Department of Agriculture, Nyasaland, 1917- 
18. Notes on Parasitic Mange, County of Lanark 
Veterinary Inspector. 

Calendars: Registers of Pharmaceutical Chemists 
and Chemists and Druggists, 1919. 

Periodicals: The Journal of the Boardof Agriculture ; 
The Journal of D.A.T.l. ; The Scottish Journal of 
Agriculture; Revue de Pathologic Comparfe ; Journal 
of Physiology (per Sir F. Smith) ; The Vet. Review ; The 
Vet. Journal; The Journal of Comp. Path, and 
Therapeutics ) The Vet. Record ) The Vet. News) 
The Rhodesia Agric. Journal) New Zealand Journal of 
Agric.) Journal of Department of Agric ., Melbourne , 
Australia) Bloodstock Breeders' Review ; British Medi¬ 
cal Journal (per Dr. Bradley) ; Educational Times ; 
N. Y. University Veterinary Bulletin ; N.Y. 

Annual Report. A draft of the Annual Report was 
submitted, and after emendations, was approved and 
ordered to be issued. 

Dr. Share-Jones : With regard to the Annual Report, 
it is impossible in a document of that kind to give a 
full account of the immense amount of work which has 
been done by the various Committees of the Council. 
That was brought out in discussion at the Committee 
meeting this morning, particularly with reference to the 
War Emergency Committee. It is open to any member 
of Council to amplify in any way he thinks fit the state¬ 
ment with regard to the work of the various Committees. 
With reference to the War Emergency Committee, Mr. 
Coleman in particular considered that the immense 
amount of work which that Committee had done had 
not received possibly the full amount of credit which it 
should receive in the Report which you have in your 
hands, and that he would like to make a personal state¬ 
ment with regard to it this afternoon. In that request 
I may say that the Committee fully concurred, because 
I am sure it would be to the benefit of the profession to 
have a little more information concerning the work of 
the Committee than can possibly be given in a brief 
Report of this kind. I move the adoption of the Report. 

Mr. Coleman : I should be pleased to second that. In 
doing so, I feel in rather an unpleasant position, having 
at a certain meeting of the Royal Counties Society en¬ 
dorsed the opinion of the general practitioners as to the 
work of this Council. It had been my intention to 
bring before the Council to-day the fact that the reports 
of the various Committees of the Council are so inad¬ 
equate that they convey to the general body of prac- 
titoners a wrong impression of the amount of work that 
is done. Owing to being on so few Committees, where 
very little business was done, and that in a very cursory 
manner, I endorsed the opinion of the Royal Counties 
Society, but, having discovered my mistake, I admit it. 
I was present at a meeting of the Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee yesterday while I was waiting for another Com¬ 
mittee meeting—I did not join in the discussion— 
and I found that they did an enormous amount of 
work on subjects upon which I believe you received 
a resolution from the Royal Counties Society, which 
after hearing the discussion I felt was quite un-l 


necessary. Therefore I want to recall the remarks I 
made at the Royal Counties meeting, and I wish 
to ask the Council to support me in the suggestion 
that the reports should be more copious in the future, in 
order that the main body of practitioners may have a 
better and fuller report of the work that is done by the 
College. I should like now, if I may, to refer to the 
work that the War Emergency Committee has done for 
the Royal Army Veterinary Corps. I should like to read 
a motion that I brought before the Council last July to 
the following effect:—“(1) That the Army Council be 
respectfully asked (a) To consider the grave necessity 
of compensation upon ceasing their military duty being 
granted to veterinary officers who had practices prior to 
the war, especially those of the Territorial Force who 
were mobilised and had no time to arrange for the carry¬ 
ing on of their practices during their absence. ( b ) To 
revoke paragragh 2 (j) of Army Order No. 406 of 1915, 
as this is a grave injustice to Territorial Officers. (2) 
That the Parliamentary Committee appointed for the 
purpose be advised of the anomalies affecting the pro¬ 
motion of Temporary Officers A.V.C. and those of the 
A.V C. (T.F.)” The cursory remarks that are made in 
the Report do not give the members of the Army Vet¬ 
erinary Corps any knowledge of what has been done by 
the Committee. I should like to draw your attention to 
the fact that Article 497 of the Royal Warrant for Pay, 
under which most of the Territorial officers joined, says : 
“ Officers employed under the conditions of Article 496 
shall, provided that they serve for the full period of their 
engagement or of the emergency in respect of which 
they were employed (unless a shorter period is specially 
approved by our Army Council) be entitled on the 
cessation of such employment to a gratuity at certain 
rates.” I will only speak about myself and not refer to 
other people, although there are a number of them in 
the same boat. When I resigned I applied for my 
gratuity, and I was told that it was not issuable. I then 
got my solicitor to make enauiries, and he found there 
is any Army Order, 406, of November, 1915, paragraph 
(j)of which applies to my particular case. It says: “Tne 
gratuity is not issuable to officers (j) who voluntarily 
resign their commissions or voluntarily revert to unem¬ 
ployment before the expiration of the period of emer¬ 
gency.” Army Council Instruction 1360 of 1918 gives 
some of the gratuities admissable under Article 497 of 
the Pay Warrant: “It is notified that in the event of an 
officer being allowed to be demobilised or to revert to 
unemployment at his own request in anticipation of 
general demobilisation, any gratuity under Article 497 
of the Pay Warrant to which he is otherwise entitled np 
to the date of release will not be withheld by reason of 
his having asked to go. Paragraph 2 (j) of Army Order 
406 of 1915 will not be held to apply to such cases. This 
Army Council Instruction is no authority for any 
application for early release from the army being made. 
It deals solely with the gratuity aspect of the case.” The 
point I wish to make is that the Army Council have 
been doing most strenuous work during the war and we 
can quite understand that such a small body of men as 
the Army Veterinary Corps has been overlooked in 
regard to this little matter, but I assume—I lay stress 
on the word “ assume ”—that by some means or otbet 
the Bteps that we have adopted here in this Councjl 
have come to their notice, that they have recognised the 
injustice of Army Order 406, and have revoked it by the 
issue of Army Council Instruction 1360 of 1918. I 
should like, if it is possible, to ask this Council respect¬ 
fully to approach the Army Council and ask whether 
they cannot make it retrospective. 

The President : I do not think that that is altogether 
in order, but I fully appreciate what you have said. 
You are speaking on the Report ? 

Mr. Coleman : I am amplify tog the Report. 

I 
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The President : I think you know as well as every¬ 
body else that the Annual Report is merely a record of 
actual work done put in the briefest possible way. We 
should all very much like to have tne Report greatly 
amplified for the sake of the profession, but at the pres¬ 
ent time it is not advisable to go too much into detail. 
The expense of printing is simply awful. 

Mr. Coleman: I think the profession ought to be 
properly informed as to what we do, and not t>e under 
the impression that we do nothing. 

Mr. Trigger : I do not think it is sufficiently realised 
by the profession that, although this Council only meets 
on Friaay afternoon, the whole of the previous day, 
from 11 o’clock in the morning until 5 or 6 o’clock in the 
afternoon, is devoted to Committee work, and also the 
whole of the time on Friday morning from 11 o’clock 
until lunch. When the members of Council come to 
London they have no chance of a “joy ride” of any sort; 
they have to work for the whole of two days. I do not 
think that is sufficiently realised by the profession. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I should like to say, in reply to 
Mr. Coleman, that the specific statement is made in 
the Report that the Committee has dealt with the ques¬ 
tion of the pay and promotion of officers of tbe Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps. That results have followed, 
from whatever source they have emanated, speaks for 
itself, and I am very glad that Mr. Coleman has ampli¬ 
fied tne Report in the way he has done. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was put and 
carried unanimously. 

Election of Examiners. 

The President : We will now proceed to the election 
of Examiners, and here I have to announce that all the 
elections today are for the period of one year only. 

The following gentlemen were elected :— 

Membership Examination. 

Glass D. Veterinary Medicine : N. Almond, f.r.c.v.8., 

F. L. Gooch, F.B.c.v.s. 

Veterinary Surgery : R. J. Hickes, f.r.c.v.8. 

„ Major W. S. Mulvey, f.r.c.v.8. 

Glass G. Pathology: H. Caulton Reeks, f.r c.v.s , 
W. Jackson Young, f.r.c.v.s., d.v.s.m. 

Materia Medica : Hugh Begg, f.r.c.v.8. 

Major J. Peddie, f.b.c.v.s. 

Veterinary Hygiene : H. Taylor, f.r.c.v.8. 

W. Woods, f.r.c.v.s. 

Glass B. Anatomy : H. G. Bowes, f.r.c.v.8. 

W. E. Ison, f.r.c.v.8. 

Hietology and Physiology : W. Legge Symes, m.r.c.8. 

F. W. Lamb, m.d. 

Stable Management , dec. : H. J. Dawes, f.b.c.v.s. 

Major A. B. Mattinson, m.c., f.r.c.v.8. 
Glass ▲. Anatomy : B. H. Mellon, Capt. A.V.C., 

F.R.C.V.8., M.R.C.8, L.R.C.P, D.P.H. 

H. L. Roberts, f.r.c.v.8. 

Chemistry and Physics : J. M. H. Munro, D.sc., 

M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P., F.I.C. 

H. Somerville, b.sc., m.r.c.8., l.r.c.p., f.c.s. 

Biology : W. B. Bottomley, Pb.D., m.a., f.l.s., f.c.s. 

Fellowship Examination (Old Regulations). 

Veterinai'y Medicine and Surgery : 

Prof. J. Macqueen, f.r.c.v.s. 

Veterinary Hygiene and Sanitary Science : 

Wra. Woods, f.r.c.v.s. 

Pathology and Bacteriology : J. Malcolm, f.r.c.v.8. 

It was necessary for a ballot to betaken only in regard 
to the Examiners for Pathology and Materia Medica in 
Class C, in the former of which Dr. E. J. McWeeney 
had made application in addition to Messrs. Reeks and 
Young, and in the latter of which Mr. E. C. Winter had 
made application in addition to Messrs. Beggand Peddie. 


The President announced that a letter had been re¬ 
ceived from Dr. McWeeney saying that, although his 
health had greatly improved, it had not done so to such 
an extent as to allow of his giving an absolute under¬ 
taking to attend at all the centres, but if re-elected he 
would serve the College to the best of his ability. 

Illness of Mr. Bloye. The President : I should like 
to bring to the notice of the Council the illness of one of 
our late Examiners, whose name would have been on 
the list had he been in good health ; I refer to Mr. Harvey 
Bloye. I suggest that we might send him a vote of 
sympathy. 

Mr. Mulvey : I beg to propose that. 

Major Abson seconded the resolution, and it was 
unanimously agreed that such a letter should be sent. 

Appointment of Scrutineers. On the motion of Mr. 
McKinna, seconded by Major General Thomson, it was, 
in accordance with custom, left in the hands of the 
President to appoint the scrutineers for the election of 
Council. 

The President : That concludes our business, and I 
thank you very much for your attendance here to-day. 

Mr. Lawson : I should like to move a hearty vote of 
thanks to our President for taking the Chair. 

Mr. Trigger : I second that. 

Mr. Mulvey : I desire to support it. There are very 
few men who recognise the immense amount of work, 
the large number of hours and dayp, that our President 
devotes to this Council; I wish it were more widely 
known. 

Mr. Sumner : All the members of the Council fully 
appreciate it. Our President comes all the way from 
Windermere at the bidding of the Council more times 
in the course of the year than I dare to suggest, and the 
debt the profession owes to him is one it can never repay. 

Mr. Trigger : I should like very heartily to support 
the motion. Never in the history of the Council nas a 
President devoted so much time to the carrying out of 
his duties as Mr. Garnett has done since he has occupied 
the Presidential Chair. 

Mr. Coleman : All the members of the Council are 
perfectly aware of the immense amount of time that Mr. 
Garnett devotes to the work of the College. He has 
been a whole-time officer ever since he was elected. 

The resolution of thanks was carried by acclamation. 

The President : Thank you very much, Gentlemen, 
for all the kind things you have said about me. 

The meeting then terminated. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS ON EQUINE 
INFLUENZA.* 

By G. P. Male, m.r.c.v.s., Reading. 

For some time I have been under a promise to yonr 
worthy and persistent Secretary to contribute something 
for discussion at your meetings, and I make no apology 
for choosing this subject, for I feel that there are so many 
points which still need elucidating in connection with 
it It is only by discussing these things and comparing 
notes that we can hope to solve them. Also, with influ¬ 
enza affecting so many of the human race, it behoves us 
to consider whether there is any connection between it 
as it affects horses and man. As the two diseases 
resemble each other so closely the experience gaipod 
with animals may possibly be of some assistance to our 
human confreres , who up to the present appear to have 
no definite knowledge of either the cause, mode of 
infection, contributing causes, or treatment of the 
disease. 

I do not propose to enumerate the symptoms or to 

* Read at the meeting of the Central Veterinary Society, 
London, on Thnraday, April 3rd. 
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go into all the aspects of this disease, as the former are 
so well known to you all and time would not permit;! 
but there are certain questions which I ask you to 
consider:— 

1. The cause. 2. What is the relationship between 
so-called influenza and contagious pneumonia ? 3. Is 

the pneumonia a secondary infection or a primary 
disease? 4. What conditions predispose towards it? 
B. What is the incubation period? 6. How is the 
disease contracted? 7. How long can an animal be 
infective? 8. What methods of treatment are most 
successful ? 9. Is there any known method of inocu¬ 

lation which can be recommended as a preventive or 
curative. 10. Is there any evidence pointing to con.- 
tagion or infection from animals to man or vice versa ? 

The term influenza has been used in a very wide 
sense to include almost any catarrhal inflammation of 
the mucous membranes accompanied by fev^r, but I 
think it should be restricted to those cases which have 
what to my mind are characteristic symptoms, namely, 
the marked infection and often discolouration of the 
conjunctiva of the eye, accompanied by a high tempera¬ 
ture, great depression, and (edematous swellings of the 
skin. The disease also is very contagious, and this 
should confirm any doubt that might arise as to its 
diagnosis. The old term “ pink-eye” expressed the 
condition very aptly. 

As we all know, the disease varies greatly in intensity, 
and, as in the human subject, some outbreaks are com¬ 
paratively mild ; in others the whole of the organs of 
the body—lungs, liver, kidneys, etc } are congested, the 
heart much depressed, bowels torpid, and often pneu¬ 
monia or pleuro-pnemonia supervenes. 

I do not refer in these remarks to the condition 
called catarrhal fever, or horse-dealers’ fever, which I 
look upon as a separate disease due to the streptococcus 
of strangles; and should not be confounded with 
influenza. 

Cause . A good deal of experimental work has been 
carried out with a view to finding the cause of the 
condition, and I think there is little doubt that it is due 
to an ultra-visible organism which is able to penetrate 
the closest filters and cannot be demonstrated. 

The disease has been transmitted from horse to horse 
by injections of filtered blood, also by intravenous and 
subcutaneous injections of warm blood, and even semen 
from affected animals. 

One experimenter was able to transmit the disease 
from experimently infected animals to others, but in no 
case was he able to isolate micro-organisms from the 
blood or blood serum which proved virulent on inoc¬ 
ulation. 

In those cases where pneumonia has been a marked 
feature several organisms have been discovered. 

Schiitz and others have described a streptococcus 
which appears to resemble the streptococcus of strangles. 

Lignieres found a bacillus, the pasteurella equi, a 
variety of the bacillus bipolaris septicus of the haemor¬ 
rhagic septicaemia. 

Col. Watkins-Pitchford who carried out an investi¬ 
gation on contagious pneumonia, described a small 
bacillus which he found in the diseased tissues of the 
lungs and also in the blood. He was not able to classify 
it exactly, but possibly it corresponds with that noticed 
by Ligm&res. 

Hutyra sums up the position when he says “For none 
of these organisms has sufficient proof been advanced 
that they can produce the disease primarily, and no one 
has ever succeeded in producing croupous pneumonia 
in its typical course artificially. It is therefore possible 
that the primary cause of the disease, or the infective 
agent which transmits the disease from animal to 
animal, is a micro organism which is not yet known, 


and that the streptococci as well as the ovoid bacteria 
which are normal habitants of the healthy air passages 
exert their pathogenic action only after the specific 
virus has already affected the animal, and they then 
subsequently produce the inflammatory changes attri¬ 
buted to them.” 

That is to say, the primary infection and the general 
febrile condition so weaken the natural defences of the 
body that the secondary organisms are able to exert 
their specific pathogenic effect. Watkins-Pitchford, 
although describing an organism frequently present, 
does not preclude the possibility of an ultra-microscopic 
organism in conjunction with it. 

One’s own observations of the disease bear out this 
idea, and I notice that human pathologists are also in¬ 
clined to this view. In the human subject it was at 
one time supposed to be due to Pfeiffer’s bacillus^ but 
very probably it will be found, as with the organisms 
discovered in equine cases, that this is a secondary in¬ 
fection, and that the real cause is an invisible organism. 

Some authorities hold the view that there are two 
distinct diseases—influenza, and contagious pneumonia, 
and that they are not related; but those who nave closely 
watched an outbreak in a large number of animals will 
have noticed that some show characteristic signs of 
influenza without pneumonia, others have pneumonia in 
the later stages of influenza, while others again show 
pneumonia early in the course of the disease. Many of 
you will have attended large numbers of army horses in 
the first years of the war, and will have noticed this 
variation. 

In a large thoroughbred stud that I attended every 
variety of the disease was shown. The first case was 
one of pleurisy in a foal about 3-4 months old that had 
arrived from Newmarket with its dam, about 3 weeks 
previously. On July 15th it was found to be ill, with 
nigh temperature, injected membranes, and great 
depression. The respirations became difficult, and on 
July 22nd I performed paracentesis thoracis, and re¬ 
moved ten measured pints of sero-fibrinous liquid from 
the left side of the chest. On July 23rd I removed 
eight pints of similar exudate, to the greatYelief of the 
foal. On July 25th breathing was much improved, but 
there was a large swelling on the side of the chest. I 
lanced this in several places, and a quantity of serous 
liquid oozed away. Tne foal made a good recovery, 
and by Aug. 7th was full of life and spirits, and subse¬ 
quently has been raced. 

No other cases developed until Aug, 17th, when the 
dam became ill with all tne symptoms of a severe attack 
of “pink-eye,” but she was convalescent by Aug. 28th. 

On Sept. 21st a cart horse in an adjoining stable died 
rather suddenly. The cause of death was acute pneu¬ 
monia, and it appeared that it had been unwell for some 
days but had been kept at work until the day preceding 
death. 

The next case was in Nov. when pneumonia super¬ 
vened on influenza in a thoroughbred mare, but she 
made a good recovery. 

In Dec. a stallion became affected with pleuro pneu¬ 
monia and purpura complications following on the usual 
symptoms of influenza. This horse also recovered 

A spell of most severe weather then came on which 
necessitated the animals being kept in their boxes which 
were rather small, with the result that the disease spread 
rapidly, virulence increased so that a large number of 
the mares who were then heavy in foal became affected, 
and many of them had pneumonia. Nearly all the 
young stock yearlings fell ill, but with these the disease 
was not nearly so severe. They had a high temperature, 
injected membranes, depression, swellings of the legs 
etc., but none of them had pneumonia. The early caaes 
were of course strictly isolated, and the weather being 
fine the animals were kept out in the open as.much as 
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possible; except the cart horses and stallion which were 
among the first to be affected. 

I quote this outbreak as it showed all forms of the 
disease and it gives some indication of the period of 
incubation. 

Period of Incubation . About three weeks elapsed 
between the first few cases, and also from the time the 
first foal arrived on the stud until it became affected. 

In other outbreaks I have noticed a shorter period. 
A mare that brought the disease to one stud came from 
Ireland, and it was about nine days before any distinct 
symptoms developed. Some authorities state definitely 
that the period of incubation is from 4 to 6 days. 
When artificially inoculated the period varies from to 
10 days. In infection following coitus 6 to 9 days. 

In experiments made by Gaffky on pneumonia cases 
the period of natural infection was from 20 to 44 days, 
and in different outbreaks he noted there was a certain 
regularity about the time. It appears that the incuba¬ 
tion period is variable, and I would suggest that in these 
delayed cases the organism, although living in the air 
passages, does not produce definite symptoms possibly 
for some considerable time, until a chill or over-exertion, 
etc., gives it an opportunity to develop ; or the animal 
may be so resistant and the disease so slight that the 
symptoms are not noticed for some time. It would seem 
then that in order to prevent a stud being infected from 
foreign mares, it is not sufficient to isolate them for a 
few days. At least 3 weeks should be allowed before 
one can say they are safe. 

Method of Infection. There is some doubt as to the 
method of infection. Experimentally it can be trans¬ 
mitted by intravenous and subcutaneous inoculation. 
In the natural way infection probably takes place by in¬ 
gestion, inhalation, and also sometimes during coitus 
when the semen contains the organism. Some animals 
are much more susceptible than others, and some have 
great powers of resistance although constantly exposed 
to infection. I have noticed when animals are kept in 
different parts of a stud, perhaps 3 or 4 in each field, 
how one animal from this field and one from another 
field some distance away will fall. This can only be ex¬ 
plained by admitting transmission by the atmosphere, 
which some authorities dispute. 

Some observers claim that cohabitation is the only 
natural mode of infection, while others, for example 
Watkins-Pitch ford, state tnat in his experiments he was 
unable to transmit pneumonia in this way. If the latter 
is correct it is obvious that the predisposing causes 
necessary for infection were absent, or that the animals 
used had obtained some immunity from a previous 
attack. Possibly they had sustained a slight attack of 
influenza and recovered, and consequently would not be 
susceptible to infection with the secondary organisms 
which appear to cause the pneumonia symptoms. 

Predisposing Causes. Anything which weakens the 
defences of the body will predispose to the disease. It 
has been my experience that nearly all bad outbreaks 
have occurred during a long spell of severe weather, 
either cold or continuous wet and no doubt that would 
reduce the vitality of the individual, as would depress- 
ingly hot or muggy weather. Over exertion or work of 
any sort will predispose to lung complications. So im¬ 
portant do I consider this that in any outbreak in 
working horses I have the temperature taken once or 
twice daily; and when at the beginning of the war 
horses were taken from civilian stables, exposed to wet 
and cold or herded together in sheds without adequate 
food, every horse had his temperature taken daily, and 
if raised at all he was not put to work. By this means 
many fatal cases were prevented. If an animal worked 
with a high temperature pneumonia nearly always 
resulted. Overcrowding is one of the most fruitful pre¬ 
disposing causes of influenza. In an outbreak where 


the horses were housed in open sheds close together, I 
had them turned loose in a field with surprisingly 
successful results. 

Horses kept in badly ventilated stables quickly suc¬ 
cumb. An open shed, a yard without covering even, if 
the animal is well rugged up, is preferable. Catarrhal 
affections predispose. Want of exercise is I believe a 
contributing cause especially among cart horses, the legs 
quickly become filled, the circulation congested, and 
when infection is present the animal will not be in such 
a fit state to resist it. 

Pregnancy is another condition which favours the 
disease, and abortion is frequent in affected mares. In 
this connection it is interesting to note that the foals 
born at full time when their dams were badly affected 
usually lived. They were very icteric at first, and weaker 
than usual, but they quickly recovered, and did not 
contract the disease ex utero. 

Animals between 3 and H years old appeared to be 
more susceptible than older or younger ones. 

It may be said then that it is a disease of over crowd¬ 
ing, and bad hygienic conditions. 

As to the length of time an animal can be infective, 
cases are on record where stallions have been able to 
transmit the disease by coitus for months, and even one 
to two years, but this is of course exceptional. 

Animals that have apparently recovered may be 
carriers for a considerable period, especially if they have 
suffered from the pneumonic form, and probably this is 
due to diseased foci being left in the lung. 

In two outbreaks among thoroughbreds during the 
foaling period, although the mares were served from 
three to six weeks after convalescence the stallions did 
not contract this disease, and there was no evidence of 
a 8pread of infection by this means. The mares also 
showed no tendency to become barren, most of them 
were quickly got in foal. The risk, therefore, of in¬ 
fection from mares cannot be very great. 

Trkatmbnt. 

I do not propose to weary you with details of treat¬ 
ment, but I think most practitioners are agreed that 
good hygienic conditions are a sine qua non. A big box 
where the animal can walk about, with a half door 
which should always be open, are essential. If the 
atmosphere is humid and close the doors and windows 
should be wide open. The next most important point 
is a free action of the bowels. In this condition the 
bowels are very torpid and the liver congested, so that 
saline aperients and calomel are necessary, except in 
those cases where there is some enteritis. 

The heart being greatly depressed needs stimulation 
to assist it to relieve the congestion in the various 
organs, and no drug has been so successful in my hands 
as hypodermic injections of strychnine several times 
daily. Medicine can be given in the form of electuary, 
but on no account should drenches be administered, and 
in bad cases even balls upset the animal. Stimulation 
of the chest walls has had marked results in some cases ; 
the temperature has fallen, the animal left off grunting 
and the respirations improved. It increases the activity 
of the skin, and immediately relieves the congested 
heart. 

Medicated inhalations of Bteam give relief in some 
animals, and oxygen is strongly to be recommended, 
given every two or three hours for 20 to 30 minutes, 
where pneumonia is a complication. 

I have used nuclein in these cases, also various sera 
and vaccines, but I cannot honestly say that the results 
have been better with them than without. A vaccine 
is strongly recommended by some practitioners as a pre¬ 
ventive and curative, but it is difficult to judge, unless 
it is used very extensively under various conditions, 
whether it is effective or not 
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Id one case where it was used at the request of the 
owner’s veterinary surgeon on a particular mare, this 
animal was the only one on that farm which became 
infected, although large doses were given on several 
occasions. I would like to hear the opinion of members 
on this point. 

Major Chambers has published results of treatment 
with formalin and creasote injected intra-tracheally 2 or 
3 times daily. He advises 10 c.c. of a 10?/ sol. of form¬ 
alin or 10 c.c. of the following mixture:—Creasote 1 part, 
63% alcohol 10 parts. The latter mixture he prefers to I 
the former, as the inflammation at the seat of injection 
is less, and it can be used more often. He claims that 
the mortality was greatly reduced by this injection. 

Salvaraan and neosalvarsan have been used a good 
deal on the Continent, especially in Germany, but the 
reports from different sources appear to be somewhat 
conflicting, so that it cannot by any means be looked 
upon as a specific. There is some difficulty in its 
preparation, it must be injected intravenously, and some 
animals do not tolerate the drug at all well. 

Quinine, antipyrin, antifebrine, aspirin, potassium 
ipdide, etc. are commonly used, especially in the human 
subject, but personally they have been quite ineffective 
in my hands, in fact I am of opinion they are contra¬ 
indicated, as they exert a too depressing effect on the 
heart. I prefer digitalis, strophanthus, caffeine, or 
ammonia compounds. 

M^jor Newsom has used large doses of iodine; 1 
drachm in bolus twice daily, and considers this method 
more successful than any other. 

Various sera have been prepared, and some have been 
used on a large scale, especially the anti-streptococcus 
serum polyvalent, and it is possible this may have some 
effect in some outbreaks, but as the specific organism 
has not yet been cultivated, we cannot nope at present 
to get either a preventive or curative agent. 

immunization with serum from horses which had 
shortly before recovered from the pectoral form have 
also not given uniform results. Outbreaks vary so in 
virulence that what appears to be a specific in one out¬ 
break may entirely fail in another. 

As to my last point—Is there any connection between 
human and equine influenzal As far as I know this 
has never been suggested by any writers on the subject, 
but why I cannot say, seeing that the two diseases as 
they affect horses ana man are almost identical. They 
are both very sudden in their onset, very contagious, ana 
affect chiefly the respiratory tract. 

A high temperature, great depression, congestion of 
the capillary vessels, disturbances of the liver and tor¬ 
pidity of tn3 bowels are marked symptoms. In both 
the predisposing causes are identical. Id both pneu¬ 
monia is a frequent complication. In both the causal 
organism is very difficult to define, and all the signs 
point to an ultra microscopic organism. 

In both.the disease varies greatly in virulence at 
different periods. Sometimes the cases are sporadic, at 
other times they take the form of an epizootic, and large 
numbers of animals and men are affected. 

My thoughts were directed to the possible connection 
between the diseases by the fact that in nearly every 
outbreak in animals I was myself attacked. Medical 
men in charge of units where disease was rife on several 
.occasions told me that the men in charge of the horses 
were going down with influenza, and as fresh batches of 
men nursed the animals so they were affected them¬ 
selves. No doubt predisposing causes would be 
necessary, as in animals, to make them more suscepti¬ 
ble, but where these causes were present the men 
certainly were very commonly affected. I do not suggest 
that humans often contract the disease from animals, 
but it does seem to me very probable that when men are 
put under certain conditions in which their vitality is 
lowered they become susceptible to the disease. 


I should veiy much like to hear the experiences of 
members on this point and the others which I have very 
briefly and inadequately tried to introduce to your 
notice for discussion. 

In most diseases, for example, tuberculosis, glanders, 
etc., it has taken many years of investigation to prove 
infection from animals to man or vice versa and I think 
research is needed also in this disease before one 
can say dogmatically that there can be no relationship. 
I hope that research may be forthcoming, and trust the 
Veterinarian will bear his share. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 

(National V.M.A.— Irish Branch). 


A meeting was held on the 24th Jan. at the Limerick 
Junction Hotel. The President, Mr. B. P. J. Mahony in 
the chair ; other members present Messrs. M. J. Cleary, 
Mullingar ; P. J. Howard, Ennis; L. P. Power, Cashel; 
T. R. Mulcahy, Clonmel; J. J.Condon, Tipperary; A.J. 
Macdonald, Kildorrey; and Capt. E. C. Winter, Hon. 
Sec. 

The Hon. Sec. read the minutes of the last meetiog, 
held at Turners Hotel, Cork, on the 7th July 1914, and 
explained that his absence on service, and the conditions 
existing owing to the war prevented his calling a 
meeting before. The president stated that no apology 
was necessary under the circumstances, and doubted u 
a meeting could have been got together in any case. 

The minutes were approved, and signed by the presi¬ 
dent. Apologies were received from Mr. J. F. Healy, 
Hon. Treas., (whose car broke down on the road), Messrs. 
P. W. Creagh, A. Dobbin, J. W. Nolans, Prof. Craig, and 
Capts. P. D. Reavy and A. J. Moffett. 

Votes of condolence were passed with Mr. Jas. Preston, 
on the loss of his son, a promising member of the pro¬ 
fession, and with Messrs A. J. Murpane and Capt. Moffett, 
who had both lost their wives recently, and the secretary 
was instructed to convey the resolutions to the members 
concerned. 

The outgoing officers were unanimously elected to 
carry on the business of the association for the coming 
year. 

The matter of finance was then gone into, and it was 
decided not to ask for any subscriptions for the years 
1914, 15, 16 and 17 as the affairs of the association were 
suspended for that time, no meetings had been held and 
no expenses incurred. 

Re outstanding subscriptions, the secretary was asked 
to again circularise the defaulting members, and to put 
in execution a resolution passed in October 1913. to 
make any member over three years in arrear to be a 
defaulter and to remove his name from the list of mem¬ 
bers. 

The Secretary asked for, and was granted unani¬ 
mously, some discretionary powers with regard to this 
resolution, after pointing out that, in his opinion, lapses 
in this matter were due more to carelessness than any¬ 
thing else, and the members present promised to help in 
collecting arrears and bringing in stray sheep to the 
fold. 

The question of holding the meetings in places of easy 
access to the majority of the members was discussed at 
length, and it was decided to hold the next meeting at 
the Limerick Junction on the 30th April, at 1.30 p.m, 
and to let the July fixture stand over till the next 
meeting so as to be able to take the wishes of the other 
members into consideration. 

A Committee of five was elected to carry on the work 
of the association for the year, consisting of:—Messrs. 
I Mahony Winter, Healy, Howard, %nd Cleary. 
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The consideration of the following resolutions for¬ 
warded by the Hon. Sec. of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland was then taken up 

44 We urge upon the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and the National Veterinary Assoc¬ 
iation. that in regard to any proposed legislation relative 
to a Ministry of Health, tne utmost vigilance be ob¬ 
served to ensure the establishment of a Veterinary 
Intelligence Section in connection therewith.” 

41 That the profession cause action to be taken to have 
Veterinary Officers attached to each Rural District 
Council, to advise on matters relating to diseases 
communicable from animals to man, in somewhat anal- 
agou8 terms to the Medical Officer of Health.” 

Capt. Winter proposed that the first resolution be 
formally endorsed by this meeting. 

Mr. Cleary: If that resolution takes effect, what 
will be our status 1 

Mr. Howard : The only thing you can do, if a 
Ministry of Health is established, is to urge on the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to 
see that a Veterinary Officer is appointed on the board 
setup by the Ministry, in the same way as Medical 
* Officers were included in the Local Government Board in 
this country; and I notice that it is not intended to in¬ 
clude Ireland in the jurisdiction of the proposed Ministry 
of Health. You may have seen in the press that the 
question was recently discussed by the Local Government 
Board and some of the members were of opinion that the 
functions of the Ministry of Health will be extended to 
this country. 

The President : I think we should do all we can to 
have this bill extended to include Ireland. 

The Hon. Sec. : I think this resolution ought to be 
sent to the Local Government Board. 

Mr. Howard: The Local Government Board may 
say that they are entitled to administer any such Act, 
and the Department of Agriculture may contend that 
they are entitled to act in the matter. 

Mr. Cleary : The Department of Agriculture offered 
fifty pounds a year to work Veterinary Dispensaries in 
this country, but no man could possibly do the work at 
that price. 

Mr. MahonY : It was absolutely impossible to do it 
at the figure offered, and in some districts five hundred 
would not pay a man for doing it. 

Both resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Mulcahy : I notice by the press that in England 
the various Associations have considered it advisable to 
raise the professional fees charged, and I think we ought 
to do the same. The cost of living, travelling, wages 
and drugs have undergone a very considerable increase 
since the war started. 

After a lengthy discussion, in which all the members 
present took part, it was decided that the ordinary fees 
should be raised by, at least, 50%, and it was suggested 
that the members of the profession resident in the same 
districts should confer and agree mutually on this point 
The Secretary was instructed to notify the press of 
this resolution. 

SOME AMERICAN EXPERIENCES. 

By Capt. E. C. Winter. 

Gentlemen,—I must first congratulate you all on our 
once more coming together after the stress and strain of 
the last four years, and express the pleasure it gives me 
personally to be once more amongst you, and to see our 
worthy Chairman in the seat of honour. I regret our 
friend, Jack Healy, has been prevented by a motor 
accident from joining us. I want also to remind you 
in his absence, that no society can get along without 
the sinews of war. Our subscription is a small one, and 
I think it is in most instances only cussed carelessness 


that prevents it being paid. We have already over¬ 
drawn our account with the Hon. Treasurer, and that 
should not be. Please pay up now. Our last meeting 
was held at Turner’s Hotel, Cork, on the 7th July, 1914, 
and a good deal of water has flowed under the bridges 
since, and a great many good good fellows have “ gone 
west,” more’s the pity ; but we hope they have not died 
in vain, and amongst the number were a good many 
members of our profession, which profession has “ done 
its bit ” and received proper recognition for it too, from 
the authorities. I hope that, later on, some of the men 
who have served on the various fronts in the many 
theatres of war will come forward and give us of their 
experiences. It is only at meetings such as this that we 
can interchange ideas, and profit personally and profess¬ 
ionally by so doing. I find after a generation’s experi¬ 
ence, that I have myself a lot to learn. 

We meet diseases abroad that we never meet at home, 
and we meet others that are familiar and easily dealt 
with, which become under war conditions veritable 
scourges, and decimate the ranks and render the animals 
affected a drag on mobile forces. Wherever you get 
large numbers of animals together, under often very 
adverse conditions, you get disease rampant, even though 
those animals are not doing any wort, as in remount 
depots. How much more does this apply when the 
animals in question are asked to work nard on short 
rations, in all weathers, on all sorts of roads, and with 
all sorts of drivers. In those cases minor ailments, 
which at home are hardly worth thinking about, such as 
cracked heels, collar galls, saddle galls, catarrh, etc., 
make all the difference between the animal being a use¬ 
ful servant and a useless incumbrance. The question of 
skin disease also is a matter for anxiety, as well as a 
thousand and one other little things. In all those cases 
a little 44 horse sense ” combined with veterinary skill 
works wonders. Now to the subject of my text. 

After doing remount work in Limerick from the out¬ 
break of the war, I was asked to take service with the 
British Remount Commission in Canada, and having 
accepted the offer I set sail from Tilbury Dock on the 
19th Nov., 1914, on the good ship 44 Minnehaha ”of the 
Atlantic Transport line, on which I had the good fortune 
to meet several old friends, including Capt. P. D. Reavy, 
of ours, and we had a very pleasant trip over. By the 
way, the 44 Minnehaha” made twenty-six trips uncon¬ 
voyed, and was sunk on her twenty-seventh when pro¬ 
tected. She had in the meantime several narrow 
escapes, and on one or two occasions gave a very good 
account of herself. 

At New York we all got orders to proceed to Montreal 
for instructions, but had time for a bird’s-eye view of 
that great city on Sunday, the 29th, on the evening of 
which day we became acquainted with the mysteries of 
the 44 Pullman car.” I must say I like the British sleep¬ 
ing car better, unless one can afford the luxury of a 
drawing room or 44 compartment.” The arrangements 
for dressing and the accommodation for smokers, in a 
land where almost everyone smokes, leaves much to be 
desired. 

The one thing that impresses every Britisher first is 
the size of the country; one has to travel a couple of 
thousand miles to know what it means. The next 
thing that strikes one is the enormous waste of every¬ 
thing, and the untidiness, and next to that comes the 
universal 44 hustling.” We here might with advantage 
adopt a little of that hustle, and I think that an ideal 
citizen might be found in a blend of the Yankee, the 
plodding Anglo-Saxon, the eanny Scot, and the impulsive 
Irishman. In fact, the average American is a blend of 
many nationalities, and the only true American left is 
the Indian, who has adopted a good many of the bad 
points of civilisation, and left out the good ones. 

The American characteristic par excellence is that of 



388 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


April 26, 1919 


“ getting there ” when he sets out, and letting nothing 
b top him. However, sad to relate, a great many “ get 
there ” only to find that they have suffered so much in 
health, owing to the nervous strain, that they are unable 
to enjoy the fruits of their efforts. “Quick lunches,” 
and very often, no lunch at all, do not help one along a 
thorny road. 

To return to the question of the supply of horses, and 
those much maligned animals the mules; the most 
amazing feature was, to us, the apparently unlimited 
supply of good, sharp, well bred, active gunners, with 
size, bone, and action, that turned up day after day and 
month after month at the dealers’ shows. The supply 
of heavy draught horses and mules never ran short 
either, but the cavalry horse as we know him does not 
exist in anything like large numbers. Most of the 
horses of this type that were shown to us were of the 
“ Standard ” breed, and too long in the leg and too light 
in the barrel for our requirements, although they were 
not lacking in stamina or speed ; in fact some of the so 
called “ cow ponies ” would give points to the best of 
ours in those particulars. The horse jxtr excellence of 
the American continent now is the light draught horse 
or “ gunner.” Fortunately for the breeders of these an¬ 
imals, and for the British tax payer, the war came at a 
time when there was a slump m the horse trade in 
America. 

The cavalry horse is rapidly vanishing from the Amer¬ 
ican continent, owing to the developement of motors, 
and the ban on racing in many of the States. It behoves 
the Government here to do something to encourage light 
horse breeding before it is too late, if the cavalry horse 
is not to become a thing of the past, and it seems to be 
the opinion of those best qualified to judge that this arm 
of the service is still indispensable. 

The principal diseases for which we had to reject 
horses were wind, eye, and traumatic affections, but 
their feet were as a rule good, and about fifty per cent 
of those shown were innocent of shoes till they were 
purchased. As they were bought, the horses were 
shipped to concentration depots, and when possible they 
were held there for a month or six weeks before final 
shipment, it being found that a great many of them 
contracted disease during their passage through dealers’ 
yards and livery stables, as well as from unclean cars on 
the railroads. The cars over there, as here, are all sup¬ 
posed to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, but 
this is nearly always done in a perfunctory manner, just 
as it is here. 

Strange to say f skin disease was not prevalent, and 
mange was conspicuous by its absence. I don’t think 1 
saw more than four or five cases of actual mange in the 
thousands of horses I handled; ringworm was prevalent 
and became troublesome if not actively dealt with. 

When one considers all the horses had to go through 
in the way of knocking about, the long railroad 
journeys,—often from one end of the continent to the 
other, and the unclean places they often had to be put 
in, one can only wonder at the excellent results obtained 
on the whole. Of course individual treatment was often 
out of the question, and skilled horsemen were conspi¬ 
cuous by their absence. 

I shall describe later on some of the more common 
affections we were called on to treat, and meantime I 
shall say a few words about our friend the mule, that 
animal “without pride of ancestry, or hope of posterity,” 
which does most of the hard work in the U.S.A. and lives 
on the hardest fare. It is said over there, and with 
some justice too, “that it takes a nigger to manage a 
mule,” and the combination certainly seems to work 
well. There is no doubt that this animal likes to be 
made much of, and that he will do almost anything for 
one who understands how to manage him—he will be 
led but he wont be driven. I will back a team of good 


mules to do 50% more work than a team of horses, and 
to live and thrive on 75% of the food. The Missouri 
mule is a very fine animal, and often grows to a great 
size without being leggy ; a 17 hands male is not un¬ 
common, and he will weigh almost as much as a horse of 
the same height. Most of the mules bred in the States 
are raised in the Middle West, and the same applies to 
the horses of the light draught type. 

Train loads of horses used to number on an average 
about 500, say twenty-five cars of 20 each in the case of 
riders or mules, and about 17 or 18 to the car of heavy 
draught horses. The average car is 36 feet long, bat a 
good many of them run to 40, and 8 feet wide. Thirty- 
six hours is the limit allowed by law for horses or other 
stock to run without food or water, and that only under 
a special contract, the usual time being 24 hours; with 
a minimum stop over of five hours. It is wiser to allow 
twelve hours stop over if at all practicable, for it takes 
horses an hour or two to settle down and rest, and they 
begin to feed again after a lapse of four or five hours ; 
one can then easier spot any that are off their feed or 
going sick. I also think 24 hours is quite long enough 
for a run—as that generally means 30 hours without 
food or water—it takes a couple of hours generally to 
load and cut out sick, and roughly about an hour to un¬ 
load. In bad weather or in case of a break-down the 
limit must of necessity be exceeded, as it is not every 
station that has accommodation for large numbers of 
stock. 

Where possible, it is always wiser to take tempera¬ 
tures before loading, as horses will be apparently in good 
health and frisky with a high temperature, and it is 
dangerous in the extreme to ship anything with a 
temperature of over 102. Such cases may return to 
normal in a few hours without developing any disease, 
but, on the other hand { if they are shipped may develop 
anything, and be very ill on arrival at their destination, 
or perhaps dead. 

Now as to the diseases that gave us most trouble. 
The most common affection was what was called 
“ shipping fever,” which really meant that the animal 
had a rise of temperature and was ill, and might develop 
any one of a dozen diseases later on. 

Some of the wiseacres over there, who called them¬ 
selves scientists, invented a cure and preventive, in the 
shape of a serum, which was prepared and administered 
unaer conditions which would shock anyone with any 
pretentions to scientific training. The losses directly 
attributable to the use of this nostrum sounded its 
death knell, but not before a few people made money 
out of it, and a few others lost a small fortune. 

People who dealt in horses were at their wits end to 
combat this so-called “ disease,” and entirely overlooked 
the fact that care in selection, and a little nursing and 
individual attention, were all that was required in a 
great many cases. A careful man going through the 
stock every day and all day and spotting the animals 
off colour was worth all the nostrums put together. 

Septic pneumonia was a common result of the strain 
put on the stock, and here again “ horse sense,” coupled 
with fresh air and nursing, worked wonders. Every¬ 
thing was tried from tapping the chest and sinapisms to 
patent preparations warranted to cure all the affections 
norse flesh is heir to, and it was found that letting them 
alone and supplying fresh air, even to the extent of 
turning the horses out in the open in the ooldeet 
weather, was the most effective treatment, coupled with 
the use of salines and green food, when available. 

Strangles was a common disorder, but except where 
purpura developed was easily dealt with. Purpura was 
rather common where the depots were situated on 
marshy or very foul ground, as a good many of them 
were, owing to railroad facilities and other reasons. 

Glanders, for a while, gave a good deal of trouble, and 
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it was found necessary to test all our stock at intervals. 
Parke Davis ophthalmic disc proved the most effective 
and easiest mode of testing, but in the later days of the 
commission, the intra-palpebral hypodermic method 
was used altogether. In the case of a doubtful re-actor 
the ordinary hypodermic test was used for confirmation, 
but in dealing with large numbers of horses or mules 
that was too troublesoms in the first instance. Either 
of the eye tests required nothing more in the way of in¬ 
spection afterwards than running the horses through a 
chute and looking at the eyes, and no previous taking 
of temperature was necessary. The “ Complement fix¬ 
ation ” test I look on as the last word in testing, and it 
was always employed in doubtful cases before destroying 
an animal. 

Mules arc not very responsive to any of the tests, even 
the latter one, and great care had to be exercised in 
handling those refractory animals and in weeding out 
the affected. They always got an increased dose of the 
serum, both in the case of the hypodermic and intra- 
palpebral tests. 

Twenty four hours was generally long enough for the 
application of the eye tests, but it was always wiser to 
look them over at the end of forty eight hours, as some 
cases showed up then. I have here a couple of typical 
photographs of re-actors to the eve tests. 

3ome of the States insist on all animals of the equine 
tribe being tested before they are allowed to enter, or 
travel, while others do not worry. It would be far 
better if there was a federal law to equalise these regu¬ 
lations and deal with all the States alike, as it would 
prevent one State sending contagion into another by 
various routes. This is where our insular position helps 
us in combating contagious diseases. 

Qangrenous Dermatitis was for a while a great pest in 
some of our depots, and if not detected early gave a 
great deal of trouble and caused a great deal of loss. 
The first thing noticed was that a horse was slightly 
lame, and very soon—if not promptly treated, became 
very lame, and the disease was gone so far that a cure 
was almost impossible. In deep ground a slight lameness 
might escape a not very keen observer and the disease 
meantime was making progress and the contagion 
spreading. 

On washing off the feet and legs a nasty sore was 
found round the coronet or higher up the pastern or 
leg, or perhaps two or more such sores were found. The 
wounds looked unhealthy and there was a nasty ichor¬ 
ous discharge, and possibly a slough or two. If allowed 
to go on the trouble spread to the deeper structures and 
caused the death of the patient. Foul ground, contami 
nated by animal excrement, contributed largely to the 
spread of this affection, and on its appearing m a corral 
it was always advisable to have the horses removed to 
clean dry ground. The treatment eventually adopted 
for affected cases was to wash thoroughly with petrol, 
remove any dead tissue, and dress with a strong caustic, 
thereafter treating as a simple wound with dry dress¬ 
ings. The in-contact horses should all be walked 
through a bath containing a solution of cupri sulph. or 
some such preparation, and the feet and legs examined 
every day. Quicklime on the floors of any standings 
also acted as a preventive. I have seen as many as 500 
horses affected with this fell disease in the early days 
out there, and the life of the V.S. in charge was not 
•xactly a bed of roses. Those horse had at this time to 
be treated in the open, on deep ground in bad weather. 
Later, smaller depots were the rule, and it was 
possible to get all sick animals udder cover. This 
disease seems to correspond with an affection called 
over there “ Summer sores with this difference, that 
“ Sommer sores” may affect any part of the body. In 
either case the bacillus necrosis does not seem to 
enter the unbroken skin, and a wound or bruise is 
necessary beforehand. 


Fistulous withers was not at all uncommon, and gave 
a great deal of trouble from time to time. All sorts of 
treatment were tried ; finally it was decided to give it 
best, and dispose of any affected animals as soon as 
noticed. The origin of this affection is still in obscurity, 
and the theory of its being due to a wound or bruise is 
not always tenable. I think there is something in the 
theory propounded in one of the veterinary journals 
recently, that it is due to filaria, and the subject is 
worth investigating. The affection is very prevalent in 
the States, even in horses that have never been worked 
or housed. 

Lice, in the spring-time were very prevalent, and it 
was almost impossible to give the horses proper groom¬ 
ing, owing to the cost of labour and the shortage of any¬ 
thing like grooms. Most of our labour was, to say the 
least of it, unskilled. 

Ringworm if not seen early and checked gave a lot of 
trouble too, but, strange to say, mange was not preva¬ 
lent, although the U.S.A. got the credit of sending the 
disease to France—to my mind, undeservedly. A very 
good line of treatment for all skin affections was the 
sulphur vapour baths just being tried when I left the 
States. 

Fractures and traumatic affections generally were not 
so common as one might expect, considering the large 
numbers of animals handled. This immunity was due 
in a great measure to the fact that all horses were un¬ 
shod behind. I have yet to meet a broken leg or very 
serious injury caused by a kick from an unshod horse. 

Parturition cases were common at certain periods of 
the year, and a very large number of the mares were in 
foal. Often a foal was slipped in the railroad cars or 
the corrals and it was not easy to find the mother. 
Those cases as a rule gave very little trouble, and the 
mare, if found, was all right ana ready to go on in a day 
or two. Some of the foals were reared but proved a 
financial failure. 

I have touched on only a few points I would like 
to elaborate, but I am afraid I have already exhausted 
your patience. I would have liked to tell you of the 
country and its grandeur and vastness, of its yet un¬ 
developed resources, of the splendour of the Rockies, of 
which I saw a good deal, of the verdure-clad hills of 
Virginia, the blue-grass region of Kentucky, and its 
caves, the rolling wheat and corn belts of the west, the 
alfalfa fields, the sugar and cotton and tobacco planta¬ 
tions, with their indispensable “ coons.” Also of the 
up-to-date cities, which often spring up in what to our 
ideas is a marvellously short space of time. 

I had the pleasure of going through some of the vet¬ 
erinary colleges out there, and attending some of the 
meetings of the veterinary associations, and I can 
honestly say that with all their up-to-dateness, and all 
their push and go, they have nothing on us over here ; 
quite the reverse in fact. The American practitioner is, 
as a rule, far behind the Britisher, and the Canadian is 
worse. They have a few stars in the States, but the 
average practitioner is far behind ours, and a great 
many of them do little more than inoculate hogs against 
hog cholera. Their colleges are not as well equipped or 
staffed as ours either. 

I thank you gentlemen for having given this rather 
disjointed paper such a patient hearing, and I hope by 
our next meeting, to be able to induce some of our 
members who have served in France to give us of their 
experiences there. 


Mr. Mahony : Gentlemen, you are after hearing a 
very elaborate paper read by Capt. Winter, whom we all 
congratulate on nis return after his very strenuous and 
exacting duties in America ; and we are all glad to see 
him so hale and hearty, and hope he will continue so for 
many years to come. 1 am sure it was a very great 
strain on Capt. Winter to leave home and family to 
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undertake a very Irving business in America, but, like a 
great many others, he answered the call of duty, and we 
are pleased to see him back again. Many others who 
answered that call were destined never to return. 
Personally I am very proud of the part played by the 
profession in this war. The members of the profession 
discharged their duty well in alleviating the sufferings 
of the dumb animals committed to their charge. Fur¬ 
ther, I am glad that their services have been recognised 
by the State and that a great many honours have been 
bestowed on them. I hope that like Capt. Winter others 
of them will come forward when they return and give 
us the benefit of their experience while abroad. I also 
think the time has come, with the conclusion of the 
war, when our profession should receive from the State 
that recognition which is its due ; it rests with ourselves 
to raise the standard of the profession, and I trust we 
will all endeavour to do that, by individual and collect¬ 
ive effort. 

I notice that Capt. Winter has made no mention of 
cases of lockjaw amongst his patients, now you know 
that in thin country we get a great many cases of lock¬ 
jaw, possibly in America the microbe is rare. [Capt. 
Winter : Quite the reverse.] 

The President : Let me say that the paper is in¬ 
teresting and instructive, and I hope it will oe spoken 
to by the members present. 

Mr. Howard agreed with what the President had 
said, and commented on the rarity of mange amongst 
the American horses. He further stated that the Army 
horses were the most fruitful source of mange in this 
country. He asked if Capt. Winter knew if the disc 
had been tried in testing for tuberculosis. He was 
surprised to hear that there was not more success in the 
use of the serum for shipping fever. He was also pleased 
to hear that in spite of Yankee bluff we can still more 
than hold our own against them. 

Mr. Pow er agreed with the essayist in the efficacy of 
fresh air and cleanliness in the treatment of pneumonia 
and allied affections. He did not agree with Mr. 
Howard’s remarks about the Army and mange ; he lived 
a long way from a military barracks and yet he got 
plenty of mange cases. 

Mr. Condon endorsed Mr. Power’s remarks re mange, 
and agreed also with the remarks made about pneu¬ 
monia, but remarked that early on in France they had 
not much time to treat horses. 

Mr. Cleary : Capt. Winter does not give us much 
idea of the prevalence of disease in the States in which 
he travelled, and he seems to convey the idea that a 
large percentage of the contagious diseases broke out in 
the depots. It would be well to know if veterinary 
surgeons in the districts from which the horses came 
found instances of those diseases. It would be very 
strange if they did not. 

Mr. Howard : It is well known that when horses are 
herded together, as they were at the beginning of the 
war, disease breaks out amongst them. I remember in 
the Limerick depot 30% of the horses present were sick 
from one thing or another. 

The President : There are instances where horses 
from infected districts convey disease when huddled 
together with others. 

Mr. Cleary : But the disease must have been there 
all the time. 

Mr. Mulcahy spoke again on the army being a 
source of mange in the country and gave instances to 
support his assertion. 

Capt. Winter : There seems to me to be one or two 
slight misconceptions about my paper which I wish to 
clear up. I never meant to say that I saw no tetanus 
in the States ; what 1 said was that I never saw a case 
of tetanus follow dermatitis; there is tetanus to be seen, 
but we saw very little of it. Also it was impossible for 


us to tell if there was disease in the districts from 
which horses came. The country is a very big one. and 
some of the stock we bought came thousands of miles to 
the sales yards. Mange does exist, and in some districts 
is prevalent even amongst the cattle, and there are 
government dipping stations for them, but my remarks 
applied more to the animals we had to handle. Most of 
the stock we bought came off farms and all were sup¬ 
posed to have been worked, we bought no range stock if 
we could avoid it. Those seasoned horses rarely took 
sick, the “ green ” ones were what gave the trouble. I 
would like to ask Mr. Cleary if he ever saw f>000 horses 
together. I have seen 20,000 in one depot. 

The tuberculin test is largely used in cattle in the 
States and Canada, but the eye test does not work so 
well in the cow as it does in the horse. The intra- 
dermal test is often used in the case of cows, with good 
results. 

The question of the prevalence of mange, or otherwise, 
in army horses I am not at liberty to discuss further, 
but I have, like some of the other members here, seen a 
lot of mange in this country that could not be traced to 
army horses ; it is a good deal more common than is 
supposed, and a great many carriers and disseminators 
of tne disease are never suspected of being affected at all. 

The one disease that worries the farmers in the States 
is “hog cholera” and in spite of millions of inoculations 
every year it is still rampant. 

I had the pleasure of going through Parke Davis dr 
Co’s works and farm, when passing Detroit, Michigan, 
and the place well repays a visit. Things in the drug 
wav are done on a very large scale, and the utmost care 
and supervision are used to procure purity and exac¬ 
titude in all their preparations. A very large staff of 
analytical chemists is kept for testing the materials 
used, as well as the finished products ; anything that is 
not up to standard is thrown away at once. 

I must apologise for the incompleteness of this paper, 
there are many things omitted that 1 would like to have 
included, but time would not permit. I have tried to 
give you my impressions of some of the things I have 
seen and experienced, and I can only conclude by saying 
that I am very glad to be back again where I belong. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Under the pseudonym of a well known and eminent 
journalist “ Dagonet ” is pleased to launch a scathing 
criticism on the proceedings of the Eastern Counties 
and Central Veterinary Societies. The former for trying 
to put pressure on the Insurance Cos. to increase their 
scale of fees. In these days of increased cost of living 
enhanced value of animals, therefore necessarily increased 
premiums, it is surely only reasonable to ask that- the 
professional fees, which I submit are meagre in the 
extreme, should De raised. In other words this Society 
is trying to better the profession which “Dagonet”is 
pessimistic enough to think can be done without Then 
he joins issue with the “ Central ” more especially in 
regard to District Representation. I quote his words 
“The system of Societies running candidates for the 
Council has given us many mediocrities and some non¬ 
entities.” This statement has I think gone farther than 
any that has yet appeared, for there have been very few 
changes on the Council during the last 10 years, there¬ 
fore the mediocrities and nonentities must still remain. 
How grateful the Council would be to “ Dagonet ” if he 
would forward his name. 

I, as one of the candidates mentioned in his letter, may 
be misguided in my efforts to stir up*the lethargy in 
which the profession has sunk, but so long as I feel that 
my endeavours are earnest and that they are used for 
the furtherance of our honourable profession, so long 
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•hall I continue my present course. No apologies are 
needed for either Society, we will let the profession as 
a whole judge them. 

April 17. J. Willett 

I have read with some amusement “Dagonet's” letter, 
m your issue of April 5th in which he challenges the 
collective wisdom of the Eastern Counties and Central 
Veterinary Societies. What a pity such a display of 
criticism should be lost under a nom-de-plume. I would 
suggest that the most convincing proof of the writers 
wisdom, would be to withdraw from cover and fire his 
“gas” shell from open ground, then the profession 
would be in a position to relegate to its proper place 
that intelligence he claims, and the position he occupies 
in the scientific and social worlds—a position with 
which he appears to be quite satisfied. 

I do not think that either of the Societies referred to 
will object to criticism—in fact we welcome it, and so 
far as I am personally concerned, that was my object. 
It was no part of my object to elaborate “points of 
remedy.” I made suggestions and I am quite willing to 
take the collective voice of my professional brethren. 
Unless “ Dagonet ” is prepared to own to his utterances 
then I think he had better remain in obscurity for ever. 

April 17. J. W. McIntosh. 

[The foregoing were too late for last week’s number, 
which was issued on Thursday.] 


Anglo-Franco-Brlgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 

The following Donations are gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged 

“ One who has been there ” £100 0 0 

G. A. B&nham, Cambridge. 5 0 0 

R. H. Bird, Greeley, Colorado. 2 11 
J. J. Hilliard, Major r.a.v.c. 10 0 

H. M. Holland, Keighley. 1 1 0 

J. Lawson, Timperley. 110 

W. D. Rees, Trealan. 110 

Previously acknowledged 133 19 6 

April 10. £245 3 7 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Qaiette % 

War Office, Whitehall, April 12. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. P. D. Heavy relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (April 13), and retains the rank 
of Capt. 

April 14. 

The follg. temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. (April 
15), and retain the rank of Capt.:—J. M. Whyte, on 
account of ill-health caused by wounds; J. McC. 
Barry, on account of ill-health. 

April 16. 

Temp. Capt. E. Patrick resigns his commn. (April 17), 
and retains rank of Capt. 

To be temp. Maj.Capt. L. Danels, r.a.v.c., for service 
with the Egyptian Army (July 1, 1918). 


Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

April 10. 

Capt (actg. Maj.) D. R. C. Tennant relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Meg. on ceasing to be empld. as 
D.A.D.V.S. (March 1); Capt. A. J. Curtis relinquishes 
his commn. on account of ill-health (April 9) and 
retains the rank of Capt. 

April 1L. 

Capt. R. E Beilby to be actg. M^j. while empld. as 

D. A.D.V.S. (Dec. 25. 1918); Capt. (actg. Maj.) H. 

E. Powell relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. on 
ceasing to be so empld. (Dec. 25, 1918). 

ORDER. 

Russian Troops in Northern District. 

No. 88. 

22nd March, 1919. Archangel. 

In reward for special services in the strife against the 
enemies of Russia in the Northern District, for dis¬ 
tinguished service in the field, and for services connected 
with the re-organisation of the Russian Army—by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Provisional 
Government, I award the following 

Order qk. St. Stanislav, 2nd Class with Swords. 

Major F. Chambers, o.b.b., r.a.v.c. 

Capt. G. Barnett, m.c., r.a.v.c. 

Order of St. Stanislav, 3rd Class with Swords. 
Lieut. J. McAllan, r.a.v.c. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 

To the Members of the 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons . 

Gentlemen, 

I have been nominated for re-election to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
where I have served for the last twenty years, and 
I venture to ask my friends to return me once 
more. My attendance at the Committee and 
Council Meetings during the last four years will, I 
think, show that I have the best interests of the 
profession at heart, and the necessary time to 
devote to its service. I have served on the Regis¬ 
tration, Parliamentary, Honours and Prizes, and 
Finance Committees, and I can assure you that I 
take my duties seriously; and if you do me the 
honour to return me to the Council at the forth¬ 
coming election, my time and services will be given 
to your interests as freely and devotedly in thd 
future as in the past. 

Yours faithfully, 

Alexander Lawson. 

Manchester, April, 1919. 


The “ Assistance ” of the Press. 

The following extracts are from a column in The 
Ejmreu and Echo* Exeter, under the headlines “ Is it 
Rabies?” “Opinions of ft Famous Expert ” It is difficult 
to see what useful purpose can be served by the publi¬ 
cation of an individual “opinion” which traverses the 
experience of many men who have made disease the 
study of their lives. Yet, since D.O.R.A. has ceased 
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from troubling, any remonstrance by the authorities 
would probably be labelled “interference with the 
liberty of the subject.” 

“ A few days ago, I called on probably one of the best 
known ‘doggie’ men in the world. As a judge, exhibitor 
and breeder of fox terriers, Mr. Vicary’s name is known 
in every civilised country on earth. He says: ‘ I am 
not at all satisfied that they have proved a single case 
of rabies.” 

He told me that he had only once in his long experience 
seen one case of indisputable rabies, and that was a 
hound in Devon some years ago, when the trouble was 
stamped out by destroying the whole pack. 

“Nobody seems to understand what originates the 
disease in the first place, but we do know that if one 
mad dog bites any other animal the terrible disease is 

P assed on. The first case is notified, let us say at 
lymouth. The next is discovered at Exeter, I merely 
take these towns as examples. Now, the mad dog in 
Plymouth obviously could not have bitten the dog in 
Exeter, could he?” 

“We have had it reported that a large number of 
human beings have been bitten by dogs declared to be 
mad. Are they a penny the worse for it ? Not in one 
single case. Now, I know, of course that they have re¬ 
ceived the Pasteur treatment, but I am not convinced. 
I do not remember a cure for anything else which is so 
unfailing.” 

“The methods employed to determine cases, are in 
my opinion very curious. When a suspected case is 
reported they destroy the dog. If I were responsible I 
should lock the suspected animal in some perfectly safe 
lace and keep it under observation. If he had rabies 
e would soon die. He would be unable to take his 
food, as in this disease there is a constriction of the 
throat which makes it impossible for the dog to swallow 


If the animal is able to eat and drink easily that is proof 
that there is no rabies.” 

“ Some long time ago I had a dog which had all the 
symptoms of madness. Any of the inspectors would 
have declared it a case of rabies. They would have been 
wrong. It was merely a case of distemper which, in this 
instance, affected the brain.” 

“What is it the matter with these dogs'! In my 
opinion they have epilepsy brought on by the rubbian 
sold as substitute dog foods during the war. I do not 
consider there has been one single case of rabies. 


Importation of Dogs from Prance. 

In a written answer to Major Glyn, Mr. Churchill 
says that owing to the importation of rabies into this 
country through dogs brought from France, it became 
necessary to forbid officers and men to bring back their 
dogs with them. 

To allow dogs to be brought home, the Army Council 
accepted the generous offer of the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to defray the cost of 
maintenance for the six months’ quarantine required by 
the Importation of Dogs Order, 1914, of 500 dogs at a 
time at the quarantine station at Hackbridge, which has 
been approved by the Board of Agriculture. 

Under the arrangements which have been made, the 
dogs are collected in batches in France, and, when 
passed free from symptoms of contagious disease by an 
officer of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, are sent by 
special arrangements to Hackbridge. During March 
over 100 dogs have arrived at the kennels there. Dogs 
may also be brought over direct by private arrange¬ 
ments between the owner and the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, but this, of course, entails expense to 
! the owner. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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SOHEDULED DISEASE. 

Practically a third of 1919 is now over, and we 
can form some idea of the start we are making in 
our post-war campaign against scheduled disease. 
Tbe outlook is threatening, and will be so for a long 
time; but our position is as good as could fairly have 
been expected. 

The most serious figures are those of rabies and 
foot-and mouth disease. It may be that we are 
hardly beyond the beginning of our troubles with 
rabies; but those troubles would not have arisen if 
British subjects had not broken the law. If to tbe 
55 oases returned this year up to date are added 
tbe 104 at tbe latter part of last year, we get a truer 
idea of the extent of the mischief. The Board would 
have kept rabies out of the Kingdom if their regu¬ 
lations nad been obeyed ; and will stamp it out in 
time if they are given a fair ohance. 

The number of outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease this year shows that it is still a serious 
danger; but the total of animals involved is fortu¬ 
nately relatively small. 

Swine fever shows a distinct increase upon last 
year, but is still far below the figures of 1917, which 
in turn do not approach those of 1916. Possibly 
the history of the disease during these later years 
may suggest to the Board some new regulations. 

Parasitic mange continues to rise; but so far this 
year the figures do not show anything like the in¬ 
crease indicated in the corresponding period last 
year, so we may hope that we are in sight of 
regaining control over it. 

The three remaining diseases—anthrax, glanders, 
and sheep-soab, have all declined more or less. In 
the case of sheep-scab the decrease from last year's 
figures is only slight, but those for anthrax show a 
much greater drop. 

One notable feature in the returns is the small 
amount of glanders. There was reason to fear an 
increase this year; but so far there have been fewer 
cases than any previous year has shown m the 
corresponding period. Glanders, from its course 
and nature, is a risky subject for prophecy; but our 
present outlook upon it is about as helpful as it 
well could be. 

The Board have now entered upon a distinctly 
difficult period. A good start has been made; but 
the general co-operation of practitioners is essential. 
There is always more danger of contagious disease 
St the close of a great war, and an isolated case of 
carelessness might have serious consequences. 


Malignant (Edema in Sheep and Pigs. 

Oppermann, in 1913, published a lengthy article 
upon this subject. He commences by recalling tbe 
fact that malignant oedema complicates, by prefer¬ 
ence, wounds of the skin and mucous memoranes 
which are necrotic, which bleed little, and the edges 
of which after a short time dose and become 
scabbed, thus impeding tbe access of air—that is, 
of oxygen, which is the chief bactericide against 
anaerobic germs. The practically constant presence 
of the specific microbe of malignant oedema in most 
solid materials which come into contact with the 
animal body, the superficial earth, air, litter, instru¬ 
ments of grooming and of shearing, walls of stables, 
fences, more or less dirty hands and clothing of 
attendants, etc., make it possible for the disease to 
appear upon all farms. Moreover, it is now known 
that the receptivity of the animals of the farm is 
general; the horse, rabbit, pigeon, guinea-pig, and 
mouse may all be naturally infected, ana nearly 
always sucoumb to the disease. The reason why 
malignant oedema is not observed daily is that 
usually phagocytosis is so active in the parts inoc¬ 
ulated that the spores introduced into the tissues 
are unable to develop to bacilli. This phagocytosis 
may be counteracted or annihilated by the aooi- 
dental presence of other germs, such as stapbylo- 
| cocci, the bacillus prodigiosus, etc.; in these cases, 
tbe disease generally follows its normal course. It 
is also known that, whenever the tissues are infil¬ 
trated, severely contused, or necrosed, the spores of 
malignant oedema may evolve to the baotenal form 
without needing the co-operation of microbes 
neutralising phagocytosis. 

In sheep, malignant oedema is a mortal affection. 
The author names four principal accidental causes, 
namely :—parturition, castration, shearing, and 
bites of dogs. 

Malignant oedema following parturition, also 
called “ pseudo-charbon post-partum,” is com¬ 
paratively frequent. In the space of five years, the 
author observed it in 22 flocks; on one occasion, 
46 ewes died in a flock of 350 head. The disease 
begins in the vagina or in the neighbourhood of the 
vulva; from thence the characteristic swelling ex¬ 
tends upon the buttocks, into the perineum, and 
even affects the udder. The prognosis is unfavour¬ 
able. 

As therapeutic treatment, the author advises 
multiple scarifications, followed by the pressing out 
of the infiltrating liquid and the injection of a 2% 
potassium permanganate solution or a peroxide of 
hydrogen solution, at tbe periphery of the swelling. 
This should be done at the very commencement of 
the disease, and even then it very rarely succeeds. 
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Prophylaxis is therefore preferable; and the author 
gives careful directions for this, which may be 
summarised as follows. He attends carefully to 
the litter, and immediately removes the whole of 
the after-birth. He very carefully disinfects the 
genitals, buttocks, and perineum a short time before 
parturition ; and, immediately after it, he annoints 
the vulvar mucous membrane with an ointment 
containing 2% of potassium permanganate. If 
special lambing premises are available, only the ewes 
ready to lamb are brought there, after previous dis¬ 
infection of the genital organs and their immediate; 
neighbourhood. If no such premises are available, 
a portion of the sheep-fold is taken for the purpose, 
and fenced in by a double row of hurdles. Its sur¬ 
face of dung, etc., is removed, the new surface is 
sprinkled with a disinfectant, then covered with a 
layer of turf, and finally with soft clean straw. Soft 
straw is preferable to stiff coarse straw, as the latter 
may injure the lips of the vulva, which are always 
slightly swollen after parturition. Clean straw 
always contains fewer malignant oedema spores 
than that which has moulded, which is more or 
less in putrefaction. The author emphasises the 
danger from any use of the leaves, etc., of beets, 
which are usually soiled with earth, and much con¬ 
taminated by the malignant oedema microbe. 

Castration, which the shepherds usually practise 
without the least antiseptic precaution, is often 
accompanied by a direct inoculation of the spores 
of malignant oedema. From a prophylactic point 
of view it is important to operate as aseptically as 
possible in the first place, and afterwards, as an 
open wound remains, to avoid subsequent inocula¬ 
tion. For the latter objeot, the same precautions 
as are taken in lambing suffice. 

Shearing by means of shears exposes the animal 
to the risk of multiple wounds of various depth. 
Infection may be direct, or follow subsequently froin 
contact with the litter or any other inert spore¬ 
bearing substances. Immediate disinfection of all 
wounds is indicated; but it is better to avoid 
wounds by the use of speoial shearing machines. 

Dog-bites may cause direct infection of the 
wounds they produce. The saliva of the dogs may 
be virulent, especially when they have fed upon the 
flesh of sheep dead of malignant oedema. Wool, 
which is deeply introduced into the wound at the 
moment of biting, may also be infective. The 
remedies are self-indicative. Dogs given to biting 
are got rid of or rendered unable to bite; and if, 
despite these precautions, a bite is found, it is 
surgically treated. 

Malignant oedema of the pig is sometimes observed 
after castration, or after the injection of Berum 
against swine erysipelas. Here also the sole pre¬ 
ventive remedy is the disinfection of the site of 
inoculation. As in ordinary practice it is impossi¬ 
ble to oarry out such disinfection efficaciously when 
inoculating against swine erysipelas, a certain per¬ 
centage of accidents due to malignant oedema must 
always be reckoned upon.— (Annales de Midecine 
Vitirinaire). 

W. R. C. 


Veterinary Toxicology. 

The following notes, extracted from the Annual 
Report for 1917, of Dr. J. F. Tocher, Analyst to the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, are 
of interest. 

The contents of the fourth stomach of a bullock 
were examined, because the bullock was one of 
those which became ill suddenly and died within 
twenty-four hours. The post-mortem examination 
showed intense inflammation of the stomach, but 
no active poisons were found in the stomach con¬ 
tents which, however, were otherwise abnormal 
in respect that a large quantity of sand was found 
to be present. In the absence of other evidence, it 
was concluded that the bullock had died from some 
cause associated with the presence of so much 
foreign and mechanically hurtful material. 

Eives and dried grains. Several valuable ewes, 
nursing big healthy lambs, died within forty-eight 
hours after having been shifted from a field where 
they had been grazing for some time, to another 
field where they were fed with dried grains and 
cake, in addition to grass. The stomachs and 
intestines of some of these ewes were examined for 
arsenic, lead, and alkaloidal poisons, with negative 
results. The contents of the various stomachs 
were found to have a distinctly acid re-action, the 
acid amounting to 2.5 per cent, expressed as lactic 
acid. 

The mixture of dried grains and undecortioated 
cake used was sent in for analysis, and was found 
to possess a high degree of acidity, as much as 3.2 
per cent of lactic acid was found to be present; 
other acids being also present in minute quantities. 
The acidity of the grains was due to the action of 
lactic fermenting organisms upon the sugars 
normally present in this particular feeding stuff. 
Whether the fermentation was promoted by the 
presence of cotton cake or not is a matter for further 
investigation. 

The effect of such normal bacterial action and 
resulting acidity in the digestive tract of sheep is a 
roblem for the veterinary physiologist to consider, 
ut it is easy to see that the normal activities of the 
stomachs of sheep would be suspended, and that 
death would result simply from impaction, or in 
other ways. In any case, it was reported that 
acidity and abnormal bacterial action in the feeding 
stuffs were considered to be the most probable cause 
of death ; but that the facts should be placed before 
veterinary experts for their consideration and final 
judgment. 

Pigs—Phosphorus poisoning. A member sent in 
several samples of pigs’ stomachs for analysis. 
Phosphorus was found to be present both in the 
stomach and bowels of the pigs. Phosphorus is 
the chief constituent of a well-known rat poison, 
and phosphor paste left carelessly about a farm 
steading is the only way phosphorus in any form 
could be reasonably supposed to reach a piggery. 

Fowls—Spotted Liver. Fowl poisoning was 
suspected by a member, who sent in several fowls 
for examination. No poisonous substances were 
found in the alimentary canals of these animals. 
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Election of Prtrident. On the proposition of Mr. 
Sumner, seconded by Mr. WeBt, it was unanimously 
resolved: That Mr. S. H. Slocock be re-elected 
President for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Slocock, in thanking the members for his re- 
election, said that he was a little diffident at taking the 
position again. He did so, however, because, having 
been connected with the Fund a little while, and now 
that we were entering upon a very much improved 
position as an incorporated Fund, he would like to re¬ 
main another year until the work was completed. Then 
he hoped that some fresh blood might be infused into 
the post, so that the Fund should have a fresh start and 
be made into a Fund of which we might all be proud. 
In the meantime he promised to do his best to promote 
the interests of the Fund. 

Vice Presidents. The President explained that 
under the new constitution the gentlemen who acted as 
Trustees of the Fund had gone out of office, and he 
suggested that it would be an honour to the Fund if 
they would accept the position of Vice-President. They 
were Mr. F. W. Garnett Sir Stewart Stockman ana 
Mr. W. F. Barrett. To these he suggested the name of 
Mr. E A. West, one of the retiring Vice-Presidents, to 
whom the Fund owed the very substantial financial 
assistance received so regularly from the Boltons Cinema. 

On being put to the meeting, the Vice-Presidents as 
named were unanimously elected. * 

Hon. Senetary and Treasurer. On the proposition 
of Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. Banham, it was unan¬ 
imously resolved: That Mr. P. J. L. Kelland be re¬ 
elected Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the Fund. 

Mr. Kelland in replying, said that he appreciated 
very much the honour of being elected once again to the 
position. His feeling in the matter was that he was 
simply in the hands of the Council. He would very 
much rather if someone else would take up the work 
who would be able to do more good for the Fund. 

Auditors. It was resolved on the proposition of the 
President, that Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson be 
elected Auditors of the Fund, at an honorarium of six 
guineas per annum, and that they be thanked for so 
generously consenting to act for so nominal a fee. 

Annual Report and Balance Sheet. 

The President in submitting the Annual Report and 
Balance Sheet, Baid that it was hardly necessary for him 
to add any words to introduce it. The Fund had now 
become incorporated, having received a most munificent 
legacy from the late Dr. Stephenson, and we were now 
in a position, or would soon be, to do a good work 
amongst the necessitous and deserving dependents of 
our professional brethren. He invited discussion or 
remarks from those present. 

Mr. Garnett suggested that it was now time for the 
Council to consider whether they could not increase the 
amount of some of the grants above the ordinary max¬ 
imum of 10 /- per week. He thought that in view of 
present high prices, this might be done in some of the 
cases, and of course each case should be considered on 
its merits. 

It was decided that the matter should be referred to 
the Council. 

Mr. Willett said that it was evident that the Fund 
had done very good work. One of the best, to bis mind, 
was that they had done what they could in one or two 
instances to setting up a boy in life, and helping him to 
get a good start. The money voted in such cases was, 
he thought, put to excellent use. 

Mr. West moved the adoption of the Report, Mr. 
Banham seconded, and on being put to the meeting it 
was unanimously carried. 

Stephenson Bequest. Mr. Thatcher, Solicitor, ex¬ 
plained the situation with regard to the residue of the 


Stephenson Bequest, and stated that as soon as a deci¬ 
sion had been reached with regard to the interpretation 
of one of the clauses of the will the residue of the estate 
would be distributed. 

Balance Sheet. On the proposition of Lt.-Col. 
Brittlebank, seconded by Mr. Bannam, the audited Bal¬ 
ance sheet was received snd adopted. 

Election of Council. 

The President explained that under the Articles, the 
members must now proceed to elect ten members of the 
Association to serve on the Council, in addition to those 
who held office, and were ex-officio members, and those 
who were members of Council on the nomination of the 
subscribing Veterinary Medical Societies. 

It was resolved That the following members of the 
Association be elected members of Council aB represen¬ 
ting the members of the Fund :—Messrs G. A. Banham, 
L. J. Blenkinsop, S. H. Gaiger, F. L. Gooch, J. Me. I. 
McCall, T. S. Price, H. Sumner, R. C. Trigger, G. H. 
Wooldridge, W. Jackson Young. 

• Extraordinary General meeting. 

Immediately following the General Meeting, an Extra¬ 
ordinary General Meeting was held, at which the same 
members were in attendance. 

The President explained that in order to bring the 
Articles of Association into line with what was intended 
with regard to the representation of subscribing societies 
on the Council, it was necessary to make the following 
alterations. He moved the following resolution 

1 . That the provisions of the Articles of Association 
be altered by adding the following words to Cl&us4 18, 
Sub-clause A ( 1 ), after the words 44 in clause 19 hereof ” 
44 so long as these Societies And Associations shall con¬ 
tinue to contribute to the funds of the Association a 
sum of not less than two guineas per annum, and in 
like manner one representative nominated from 
amongst the Members of the Association by any other 
Veterinary Medical Society or Association approved 
by the Council which may contribute a sum of not 
less than two guineas per annum to the funds of the 

^Association.” 

2. That Clause 19 of the Articles be altered by the 
omission of the words 44 the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland ” in lines 19 and 
20 and the insertion of the words 44 of the Department 
of Agriculture, Ireland ” after the words 44 Veterinary 
Officers’ Association ” in line 21 . 

On being put to the meeting the motion was carried 
unanimously. 

The Secretary announced that in accordance with 
the notice duly given, a further Extraordinary General 
Meeting would be held at the registered offices on 
Thursday, May lstj at 6.30 p.m., for the purpose of 
confirming the Special Resolution. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 

[National V.M.A—Southern Branch.] 


A Meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, 
W.C. 1 , on Thursday, April 3, at 7 p.m., Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge, President, in the Chair 
The following Fellows signed the attendance book 
Prof. J. Macqueen, Messrs. F. W. Chamberlain, H. 
King, W. S. King, J. W. McIntosh, J. Willett, G. P. 
Male, W. R. Davis, W. N. Thompson, P. W. Dayer 
Smith, G. H. Livesey, R. A. Philp, W. F. Widden, and 
Hugh A. MacCormack, (Hon. Sec.) 

Visitors: Capt J. B. Leitcb, a.a.v.c., Capt. C. J. 
McAnulty, Vet. Corps., U.S.A., Lt A Freer, Vet. Corps., 
U.S.A., Capt. Reavy, r.a.v.c., and Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 
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On the motion of Mr. J. W. McIntosh, seconded by 
Mr. Willett, the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read. 

The Secretary read a postcard from Mr. J. C. Coleman 
and a letter from Maj.-Gen. Blenkinsop regretting that 
they would be absent from the meeting, ana also a letter 
from Mr. Leslie Scott, K.C., M.P., as follows :— 

Horsks. 

Dear Sir,—Lord Kibblesdale and I have been talking 
over the position with a view to united action by those 
interested, and we should like to have the views of your 
Organisation on the question of what action, adminis¬ 
trative and / or legislative, should be taken. 

Our idea is to get from each organisation concrete 
suggestions, and then have a meeting at the House of 
Commons and formulate definite proposals. We should 
particularly like your views on:—1 Licensing of drivers. 
2 Sales of old or worn-out horses. 3 Making the em¬ 
ployer penally responsible for offences of drivers, car¬ 
men, etc., at least in cases of over loading or over¬ 
working. 4 Forage. 5 Condition of roads. 6 Severe 
punishment for cruelty. 7 Export trade. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Leslie Scott. 

The Secretary Btated that he had written to Mr. 
Leslie Scott and asked him on what day he proposed 
holding the meeting with Lord Kibblesdale, and that 
Mr. Leslie Scott had replied that as soon as the date is 
fixed he will let me know. 

The President suggested that as there was a very 
full Agenda the consideration of the points raised by 
Mr. Leslie Scott should be deferred to a subsequent 
meeting. 

Mr. W. S. King said that he had received a similar 
letter as the President of the Master Farriers’ Associa¬ 
tion of Central London, and that his Association had 
decided to wait until a week or two later, as a good 
many veterinarians belonged to the Master Farriees’ 
Association. 

Mr. McIntosh entirely agreed with the President’s 
view that the matter should be deferred. The points 
raised would require very'full and careful consideration, 
and he thought it would be impossible to deal with 
them on that occasion. 

On the motion of Mr. Livesey, seconded by Mr. Mc¬ 
Intosh, it was decided toput the matter on the Agenda 
for the next meeting. Tne Secretary was directed to 
inform Mr. Leslie Scott that the matter had been 
sympathetically received by the Society, and that it 
would be discussed at our next meeting. 

Resolution by the Derbyshire Society. 

The Secretary read the following letter :— 

Dear Sir,—I have been instructed by the Derbyshire 
Veterinary Association to inform you that the following 
resolution was passed at a meeting of the above Associ¬ 
ation held on Feb. 21st, 1919:— 

Veterinary Surgeons and Live Stock Shows. 

“That Veterinary Surgeons refuse to act in a pro¬ 
fessional capacity at Live Stock Shows where vendors 
of animal medicines and surgical appliances are allowed 
to have stands for the purpose of exhibiting or offering 
such articles for sale, and also that Veterinary Surgeons 
attending officially at Live Stock Shows shall receive 
a Fee.”—Yours faithfully, 

March 10 th. (Signed) F. T. Prince. 

The President remarked that it was of little use 
passing a resolution which could not be carried out in 
practice. 

On the motion of Prof. J. Macqueen, seconded by Mr. 
Davis, it was decided that a letter expressing sympathy 
with the principles of the Derbyshire Association should 


be sent to the Secretary of that Association, but regret¬ 
ting that the Central Veterinary Society were unable to 
see how they could afford them any useful assistance. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows 

Ministry of Public Health. 

Resolution, passed unanimously at a General Meeting 
of the Members of the North of Ireland V.M.A., held at 
Belfast, 28th March. 

(< That this meeting places on record its appreciation 
of the action of the Government in introducing the 
Ministry of Health Bill, and its application to Ireland. 
Further, having regard to the invaluable assistance 
heretofore rendered by the members of the veterinary 
profession to the cause of Public Health, and to the im¬ 
portant part which they must in the future undertake 
m the matter, would point out the necessity of having 
the words “ And a member of the Royal Veterinary Col¬ 
lege ’ added to clause (d) of sub-section 2 ; and at least 
one member of the veterinary profession on the Irish 
Public Health Consultative Council j and this meeting 
requests the Government to provide msaid Bill for such 
representation. That copies of this resolution be for¬ 
warded to the Prime Minister, Dr. Addison, the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, the Attorney-General for Ireland, 
and the Ulster Members of Parliament.” 

The President remarked that without the Bill before 
them it would be difficult to proceed to the consider¬ 
ation of this subject. In case Fellows were not aware 
of it, he might tell them that the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland as well as the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association, acting quite indepen¬ 
dently, had come to the conclusion that it was a serious 
omission from the Public Health Bill as applied to 
Ireland that no provision was made in that Bill for the 
inclusion of veterinary surgeons on the staff to advise in 
matters appertaining to veterinary work, particularly 
with regard to meat inspection, and contagious diseases 
which are transmissible from animals to man. Both the 
Associations mentioned had sent a deputation over from 
Ireland to the House of Commons, to interview and to 
interest important Members of the House in that con¬ 
nection, and although the Bill had reached the Report 
stage, when it was more difficult to get an alteration 
made, yet the deputations were still hopeful that they 
might accomplish their object. Sir Edward Carson had 
received them sympathetically, and Mr. Devlin had in¬ 
formed them that had the proposal been brought to his 
notice in the Committee stage of the Bill, it was almost 
certain that the amendment would have been inserted. 

Prof. Macqueen thought that the letter should be 
sent to the National Veterinary Association. 

The President said that a similar resolution was 
before the National Association from the V.M.A.I., 
which he hoped would be discussed at a meeting on the 
10 th inst. 

Mr. McIntosh expressed the view that the Central 
Veterinary Society should take direct action ; he thought 
there was no time to go to the Council, or to other Soci¬ 
eties. There was not a minute to lose ; they were prob¬ 
ably too late now. 

After discussion it was decided, on the motion of Mr. 
Male, seconded by Mr. Willett, that the meeting should 
pass a resolution expressing agreement with the North 
of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, and submit 
it to that Association so that they could distribute it to 
influential members to show that they bad the support 
of the Central Veterinary Society. 

Resolved : 44 That the Central Veterinary Society sup¬ 
ports fully the action of the North of Ireland Veterinary 
Medical Association, and of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland in their endeavour to secure the 
appointment of a veterinary surgeon to the Consultative 
Council of the Ministry of Public Health. 
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And further, that copiesof this resolution be forwarded 
to the Secretaries of those Associations in ordei that they 
may submit it to the various influential members of 
Parliament showing that they have the earnest support 
of their English con fibres” 

Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

The Secretary read the notice from the Victoria 
Benevolent Fund, convening a general meeting also an 
extraordinary general meeting to pass resolution respec¬ 
ting the altering of Clause 18 in their articles of associ¬ 
ation. 

The President said that most of the FellowB were no 
doubt aware that the Victoria Benevolent Fund had 
recently become an Incorporated Limited Society. Theft 
step had been taken on account of the bequest of the 
late Dr. Clement Stephenson, who had left £5,000 to the 
Fund, and also a portion of his residuary estate. The 
notice read by the Hon. Sec. was in effect a notice of the 
changes in the Articles of Association of the Victoria 
Benevolent Fund. It would be noticed that any other 
approved Society which contributes not less than two 
guineas in any year might nominate a member of the 
Council of the Fund. The words “approved Society* 
were included in order to prevent societies other than 
veterinary societies who might contribute to the Fund, 
exercising the right which they would otherwise have of 
being represented on the Council. (It was agreed that 
no steps on the circular were necessary other than re¬ 
ceiving it.) 

Anglo-Franco Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 


The Secretary read the circular letter, dated March 
1919 from the British Committee of the Anglo-Franco- 
Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 

The President said that it would be remembered 
that when that Fund was first started an appeal was 
received, but as it was deemed at that time a little 
premature, inasmuch as the Fund could not be admin¬ 
istered, the amount of subscription from the Central 
Veterinary Society was not decided upon. It had been 
agreed, he thought, in general association that there 
should be a donation, and it was referred to the Council 
for that purpose. He suggested that the matter should 
be again referred to the Council. It must be remem¬ 
bered, of course, that it was the Council only that could 
vote funds, but the Council was anxious to receive sug¬ 
gestions from general meeting, if they chose to give any, 
with regard to the amount to be voted. 

The Secretary suggested that it would be advisable 
to defer the matter until later in the evening, in the hope 
that the Treasurer, who had been detained by an urgent 
case, would be able to give information as to the state 
of the funds of the Society. This was agreed to after a 
short discussion. 

The President: Under the heading of “Morbid 
Specimens,” it has been customary to allow members to 
refer to any specially interesting cases that have come 
under notice. He understood that Mr. Livesey desired 
to mention such a case. 


Fatty faeces in a Dog. 


Mr. Livesey said he would like the opinion and help, 
if possible, of those members who had experience of a 
similar case to the following, or of members who were 
pathologists. The subject was a small griffon about 8 
months old, and bad been suffering for about three 
weeks from what he believed was called fatty diarrhoea. 
The only noticeable symptoms were a persistent greasi¬ 
ness of the skin surrounding the anus, and the passage 
of pultaceous faeces which contained an abnormal quan¬ 
tity of oil. The dog had been losing flesh, in fact had 
lost half a pound in weight in ten days, which was a 
good deal for such a small dog. Otherwise he seemed 
perfectly well; it was lively, ate well and was in good 


spirits. The character of the fasces was really rather re¬ 
markable. The food seemed to have been pretty well 
digested, and it came away in a great dollop of pul¬ 
taceous matter surrounded with a whole lot of what 
appears to be oil. This, if gathered up and put on a fire, 
burned like paraffin oil. If put in a cold place and 
allowed to cool down, it set, and had the appearance of 
butter. If the dog lay on a clean white sheet it would 
leave distinct grease marks from a continual oozing^ in 
fact the dog appeared like an animal which one might 
suppose had been saturated with liquid paraffin such as 
was given as a laxative, except that of course that would 
not set when it got cold. But the faeces were passed in 
a very similar way. and the dog seemed as if it had had 
an overdose of oil. He believed such conditions arise 
m a human being from some interference with the 

E roper functioning of the pancreas or the liver, or both, 
at that dog did not appear to be suffering from any 
disease of the liver that he could 1 find ; and he knew of 
no means, in the canine race anyhow. of diagnosing any 
disease of the pancreas. He had changes of diet, but 
that did not seem to affect the condition very much. 
He had stopped milk and butter, and oily foods gener¬ 
ally, but that only meant an increased loss of weight 
Evidently the oily matter that was passed was not from 
undigested fats; it was evidently more or less deri¬ 
vative, and apparently was being drawn out of the dog’s 
body and excreted by means of the bowel. He had not 
come across a case like it; he did not understand how 
to treat it; and he thought that if a pathologist was 
present he might be able to help. 

Mr. Willett said he was in the fortunate position of 
being able to give Mr. Livesey a little information about 
the matter, and he thought the President could do so too. 
He (the speaker) had a similar case about four years 
ago. The dog had distemper, and up to a certain period 
was doing well, and then, as in Mr. Livesey’s case, he 
had a motion and dropped the oily matter afterwards, 
aqd when the motion set it looked as though candle 
grease had been dropped on it. He had consulted Pro¬ 
fessor Wooldridge, and they had decided to stop all oily 
matter. The dog gradually lost weight, although be 
was lively and ate well, and eventually became very 
emaciated. The owner finally decided to destroy him, 
and a post-mortem was made, when it was found that 
the pancreas either had been absorbed or was absent 
altogether. That was the only organic symptom they 
had found. 

Mr. Livesey said that the dog in his case had no 
previous distemper to account for it. 

Mr. Willett replied that the condition may not have 
been a sequel to the distemper; it might have been 
merely a coincidence. 

The President remarked that the two cases men¬ 
tioned corresponded very closely with regard to the 
symptoms, except perhaps in the primary history which 
might have been a coincidence rather than a matter of 
cause and effect. The fat that came with the stools in 
our case was always with the latter portion of the stool, 
and when it got cold it became quite firm and solid, 
almost like the wax of a candle. It had a distinct 
butyric odour, and one might have supposed that the 
dog had too much milk or butter, and those foods were 
discontinued, but the fattiness continued. He had had 
it examined analytically by Dr. Lander, who came to 
the conclusion that it was stearin. They suspected the 
irregularity of pancreatic function, and in that case they 
had used some pancreatic secretions, but they got no 
improvement whatever in the case, and it was ultimately 
decided by the owner not to persist, and they had the 
advantage of the post-mortem examination, which, as 
Mr. Willett had pointed out, revealed a complete 
absence of pancreas. There was no pancreatic structure 
at all, and all that was found of the mark ol the pan- 
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crease in the crook of the duodenum was a certain 
amount of loose connective tissue. 

Mr. Livesey asked what was the age of the dog 1 

The President replied that it was about six months 
old, a Pom. It had not occured to him at the time to 
examine the urine of the dog, which might help in Mr. 
Livesey’s case. Experimental extirpation of the pan¬ 
creas resulted in melituria, or saccharine diabetes, and 
some atrophy of the pancreas may be associated with 
some sugar in the urine. 

Mr. Livesey asked whether it was believed that the 
pancreas bad been present and had been absorbed 1 

The President said he thought it had probably been 
atrophied. 

Mr. Willett, in reply to Mr. Livesey, stated that he 
thought the absence of the pancreas was not congenital, 
because the history of the patient showed that he had 
been perfectly normal to the time when he had dis¬ 
temper. 

Tne President said that with regard to treatment he 
could only make one suggestion, namely, that if the 
condition was associated with atrophy of the pancreas, 
feeding on fresh pancreas, which could be obtained 
from the local butcher, might answer the purpose. 

Capt. McAnulty, u.s.a., said that he had seen simi¬ 
lar cases. He had one Boston terrier bitch of his own, 
a very good dog, which developed the same complaint 
every summer. He had it for four years. At times the 
faeces would be of an ordinary brown colour, and at 
other times they would be intensely black, but always 
with these small drops of oily substance upon them. The 
bitch would lose weight continually while the condition 
lasted : she would lose from three to seven or eight 
pounds. He had examined the faeces for the eggs of 
worms, thinking that might be the cause, because he had 
seen several cases of lost weight from Tricocephalus 
depressiusculus. That is an ordinary small worm 
which assimilates the hook worm to a certain extent, 
but inhabits the caecum, and he had seen many dogs 
killed by that worm. He found no evidence of the eggs 
of that particular worm in his dog, or dogs with a simi¬ 
lar case and he proceeded to treat them with ordinary 
intestinal antiseptics. At first he tried salol; which did 
not seem to improve them much. He then tried thymol, 
and that did not seem to give much benefit. The dogs 
would never seem to eat anything but raw meat. If 
they were given raw beef they would always eat it, but 
they would not drink milk or eat bread and gravy or 
greens; they would eat raw grass in quantities, but they 
would not eat cooked greens. He (the speaker) finally 
hit upon creosote and bismuth, with the essence of pep¬ 
sin as a vehicle. He had used that quite extensively in 
the States, and he had given the dogs 3 times daily as 
much as 30 grains to a dose of bismuth subnitrate, and 
as much as 2j to 4 minims of creosote, according to the 
size of the dog. That treatment after about three weeks 
produced very noticeable results. He did not get any 
improvement whatever for about two to three weeks ; 
the dogs would continually lose flesh and be off their 
appetite altogether. The elasticity of their skin would 
be absolutely absent, and one would think they were 
going to die. The day after the treatment the temper¬ 
ature would usually be sub-normal. They do not lose 
their spirits at all; they play as usual. He had never 
had the opportunity to hold a post-mortem on one, 
because they all got well. He might add that most of 
the dogs had the disease at the seashore. He had seen 
few in large cities. He practised in Philadelphia, 
on the coast of New Jersey, and he had found most 
oases at the sea shore. 

The President remarked that Obtain McAnulty 
might be interested to know that Mr. Livesey practised 
at a coast town, the case he (Prof. Wooldridge) had 
mentioned was in London. . 


Election of Fellows. Visitors. 

The Chairman announced that the result of the 
ballot showed that both the candidates for Fellowship, 
Mr. C. H. P. King, m.r.c.v.s., of 155 Lower Kennington 
Lane, 8 .E., and Captain Higgins, R.A.V.C., Woolwich, 
S.E, had been unanimously elected. 

Before calling on Mr. Male to read his paper he 
would like to extend a word of welcome to several 
visitors who were present: Captain Leitch of the Aus¬ 
tralian Army Veterinary Service, who would probably 
be able to be present at several meetings ; two Officers 
of the United States Veterinary Corps, Capt. McAnulty 
and Lieut. Freer; Professor O’Connor of the Dublin 
Veterinary College, and Captain Heavy of the R.A. V.C., 
who was also Secretary to the Irish Branch of the 
National Veterinary Association. He was sorry the 
last two visitors were not in attendance earlier, because 
they might have assisted us with regard to the Resolu¬ 
tion which had been passed with regard to the Public 
Health Bill for Ireland. Capt. Reavy and Prof. O’Connor 
were in London at the present time to interview 
members of the House of Commons, and Prof. O’Connor 
had told him that he thought it would help them also if 
a similar copy of the Resolution were sent to them for 
distribution. 

Mr. Willett said that perhaps Prof. O’Connor could 
tell the Meeting when the Report stage was likely to be 
taken. 

Prof. O’Connor then made a statement as to the 
action taken by his Association. 

On the motion of Mr. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
Thompson, it was resolved that the Resolution be also 
forwarded to the Secretary of the V.M.A.I., with a 
request that he should forward it as soon as possible to 
the people whom he knew would be likely to give 
support in the matter. 

Capt. Reavy said that his Society much appreciated 
the assistance given by their fellow-professionals in 
England. 

Some observations on Equine Influenza. 

By Mr. G. P. Male, m r.c.v.s. 

. (The paper appeared last week , p. 363.) 

The President suggested that as the hour was rather 
late it would be advisable to postpone discussion on Mr. 
Male’s paper until the next meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. 
Willett, it was resolved that the discussion on Mr. Male’s 
paper snould be postponed to the next meeting, and that 
the paper should be printed and circulated to the 
Fellows of the Society. 

The Anglo-Franco-Belgian Fund. 

The President suggested that as the Treasurer had 
not arrived, the Meeting should consider what sum they 
would suggest should be donated to the Anglo-Franco- 
Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 

The Secretary reminded the members present that 
the notice, besides requesting a subscription from the 
Society as such, urged that individual members should 
subscribe as liberally as possible : and further, that if 
they had subscribed, they shoula subscribe again. 

On the motion of Prof. Macqueen, seconded by Mr. 
Male, it was resolved that a sum not exceeding £50 
should be suggested to the Council to be subscribed to 
the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 

The Ministry of Public Health Bill. 

The Chairman then invited Mr. McIntosh to raise 
the question of the Ministry of Health Bill for England. 

Mr. McIntosh expressed the opinion that the profes¬ 
sion had been backward in pushing their views as to 
the inclusion of veterinary surgeons in the Consultative 
Council proposed to be constituted under the Ministry 
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of Health Bill. He thought the action of the Irish 
gentlemen who were present was most creditable. He 
would be inclined to move a resolution similar to that 
of the Irish Association. 

Prof. O’Connoe said he was quite sure that Mr. 
Thatcher, the solicitor to the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons, was quite alive to the situation. As a 
matter of fact it was Mr. Thatcher who had written to 
him calling his attention to the matter. 

Mr. Willett said it would not be wished to do any¬ 
thing outside the Council, if it could only be known 
that the Council were doing the best they could for the 
profession ; but nothing was known from year to year 
until the Annual Meeting came round. Then a small 
report was issued showing what had been done, and in 
his opinion that did not tend to give that confidence to 
the Council which was their due, or which should be 
their due from the profession who elected them. 

Mr. McIntosh remarked that the right person to re¬ 
present their interests was the President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and if he had been con¬ 
sulted they would be satisfied that their interests were 
being safeguarded ; but that would not prevent the 
Society as a Society, or the individual members of it, 
from approaching Members of Parliament or other 
people of influence with a view to getting their support 
and interest. The position at the present moment was 
so obscure that no one seemed to know whether the 
Council had been consulted or what had been done, and 
he thought that if there was any further delay the Soci¬ 
ety would be too late,—if indeed they were not too late 
already. 

After discussion, it was decided that the President 
should be requested to see the President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, or to send him a tele¬ 
gram, to the effect that the Society was strongly of opin¬ 
ion that the veterinary profession should be represented 
at the Ministry of Public Health about to be formed, in 
order that the interests of the profession and the Public 
Health should be safeguarded, and that it would respect¬ 
fully inquire whether the interests could not be forward¬ 
ed by personal interviews of individual members of 
the profession with influential Members of Parliament. 

The Master Farriers’ Bill. 

The Chairman then invited Mr. W. S. King to make 
a short statement with regard to the Farriers Bill at 
present before Parliament. There would be no time for 
discussion, but he would like to hear Mr. King’s state¬ 
ment on the matter. 

Mr. W. S. King said that as Chairman then of perhaps 
one of the most important branches of the National 
Master Farriers’ Association, representing some eight or 
nine thousand members, and as a veterinarian, it 
appeared to him, that the Master Farriers’ Bill was— 
with the exception of Clauses 2 and 3—of an entirely 
destructive nature. The only constructive measure 
which he could see was in connection with the creation 
of new appointments as examiners for the men who 
formulated the scheme. In Clause 4 there was a term 
“or engage in business.” That meant everybody ; small 
men who kept a shop, the large railway companies who 
own horses; the owners of race-horses, veterinarians and 
others. These people would all have to shut up shop if 
this Bill became law. He had called a committee meet¬ 
ing of the London district: the Bill was discussed, and 
he (the speaker) had moved the following resolution : 
“That this Committee emphatically condemned and 
protested against the proposed new Bill for compulsory 
registration of farriers ” etc., as calculated permanently 
to throw out of employment Army farriers and shoeing- 
smiths who have done valuable work on all the fronts 
during the war, to render the farriers trade monoply 
more severe and restricted than that of the most highly 


protected profession, to raise the cost of horse-shoeing 
far above the present rates, and to inflict serious hard¬ 
ships on all horBe owners and agriculturists. 

The President said that it might be useful if Mr. 
King could elaborate a little the effect of the Bill upon 
veterinarians as such. 

Mr. W. 8. King said that Clause 4 of the Bill stated 
that after the passing of the Act no person should be 
licensed to practise farriery, unless you served an 
apprenticeship of 5 years and passed an examination. 
He thought it was obvious that veterinarians who had 
shops would have to close those shops if the Bill became 
law, unless they became licentiates of the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers. It was absurd to expect veteri¬ 
nary surgeons in the midst of their career to go into a 
forge and learn the business of farriery so as to enable 
them to keep forges. 

Mr. Male said that it was of course an insult to ask 
a veterinary surgeon to pass the R.S.S. examination 
when he had already passed one ten times more diffi¬ 
cult. 

Mr. W. S. King said there was one other thing he 
would like to mention as affecting the veterinarian. 
There was an addendum to the Bill, as follows :—“It 
may be pointed out in the interests of the horse-owning 
public that it is urgently necessary that some legislation 
should be passed without delay, as there is a very grave 
risk of the country being flooded with a large number 
of semi-skilled men when demobilisation takes place, 
who, if allowed to practise farriery without restraint, 
will cause incalculable damage to horse-owners.” 

That was an insult to the veterinarian who had trained 
the men in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps.. If the 
men are semi-skilled as has been described, why ask for 
such a Bill; let the public judge for themselves. 
Although of course, again, it is a destructive measure, 
and a most unpatriotic one at that, and, further, it is 
totally inconsistent with the rights of man. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Male for his excellent paper, 
proposed by Mr. Willett and seconded by Mr. McIntosh, 
was carried unanimously. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


DERBYSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

The quarterly meeting of the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association was held at Derby on April 8. Mr. A. 
Levie, of Derby (President), occupied the chair, and 
there were also present: Messrs. McIntyre, Leek; 
Marrison, Bakewell; O. Howe, Buxton ; J. T. Abell, 
Derby; J. Deville, Uttoxeter; T. H. L. Duckworth, 
Ashbourne; F. Aulton, Tutbury, and F. T. Prince, 
Ashbourne, Hon. Sec. 

The President said he hoped they would realise the 
value of the Association by the amount of criticism of 
their doings which had already been evoked in the 
veterinary press. Their object was to make themselves 
felt as an Association, with the one object of raising 
their professional status. With that would come fuller 
recognition from public bodies and from private indi¬ 
viduals, and incidentally it would lead to an improve¬ 
ment in their finances. They had been criticised by 
correspondents who had written to the papers, and also 
editorially. He for one welcomed such criticism. The 
editor of The Record , referring to their agitation for 
representation in Parliament, said “ It is still doubtful 
whether a veterinarian in Parliament could exercise 
more influence upon the Government than can be done 
by the Parliament of our own profession.” But what 
had the Parliament of the profession done 1 Absolutely 
nothing; and there was no indication of their doing 
anything. “ One voice in 700 speaking for one of the 
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smallest professions in the country would have an 
uphill task, and the chances of success would depend 
upon the quality of the man,” said The Recot'd. He 
thought that was insulting their intelligence, because if 
they put a veterinary surgeon into Parliament they 
would choose a man in whom they had every confidence. 
Then the editor continued, Any member of the House 
with a genuine interest in our affairs might do really as 
much good as one of our profession, though a profess¬ 
ional man’s knowledge would render a veterinarian pre¬ 
ferable if he was suitable in other respects. Ho (the 
speaker) believed he was justified in saying that they 
could not have the personal interest in the profession 
shown by anyone who was not a member of it, in the 
same degree as a veterinary surgeon himself would show 
it. Therefore with one veterinarian in the House they 
might expect better results than if they relied on the 
help of their local members. A correspondent in The 
Record who signed himself “ Worried,” criticised the 
scale of fees which the Derbyshire Association had 
fixed, and raised the question of co operation. Other 
associations had fixed different fees, and the corres¬ 
pondent in question suggested that want of co-operation 
between the various associations would bt destructive of 
effort. So far as Derbyshire were concerned they 
would welcome co operation, and it certainly existed 
between their individual members. 

With regard to quack medicines at shows, he recalled 
the fact that they had passed a resolution that they 
would not attend shows if there were on the ground 
stands for exhibiting any quack preparations, and one 
of thepr critics in the veterinary press was of the opinion 
that societies would sooner give up veterinary surgeons 
than the stands of the quack remedy dealers, which were 
generally very remunerative. “ We are quite prepared 
for them to do that,” said the president; “ we are not 
dependent on agricultural shows, and we often attend 
them at inconvenience and loss to ourselves. That is 
our reply to that line of argument.” 80 long as the 
profession was united on that point, he was convinced 
that agricultural societies would sooner or later come to 
their way of thinking. He did not want his brother 
practitioners outside Derbyshire to consider him dog¬ 
matic or dictatorial, but he earnestly appealed to them 
to consider the dignity of the profession and the best 
means of maintaining it. 

It transpired that one or two members had agreed to 
act for their local shows before the resolution referred 
to was passed, and it was understood that they might do 
so this year in the circumstances, but that in future the 
terms of the resolution shall be rigidly adhered to. 

The Price of Petrol. The Hon. Sec. reported that he 
had approached the Anglo-American Oil Company on 
the question of petrol with a view to veterinary surgeons 
being supplied on the same terms as other favoured 
people. He mentioned that some veterinary surgeons 
already were supplied at the cheaper rate. The com¬ 
pany had replied to the effect that it was impossible to 
supply veterinary surgeons at a cheap rate, and asking 
for the names of those who were at present being so 
favoured. It was decided not to furnish the information 
asked for. 

Insurance Fees . The President said the next item on 
the agenda was “ Blacklegs of our profession,” and in 
using that phrase what he and the Hon. Sec. had in mind 
was whether any other practitioner was undertaking 
work for the insurance companies which members of the 
Derbyshire Association had refused because the mini¬ 
mum fee was not offered. He invited members present 
to relate their experiences. 

Mr. Marbison said he had returned several cases to 
insurance companies, and in three instances the com¬ 
panies had afterwards agreed to pay the minimum fee 
of 10 / 6 . Another society wrote to say they were con¬ 


sidering the question. He found he was quite as well, 
if not better off, doing fewer cases at a good fee than a 
greater number at a poor fee. 

Mr. Duckworth produced a letter from the Co oper¬ 
ative Insurance Society who at first refused to pay the 
10 / 6 . but subsequently they did so on being told that he 
would not examine the animal for less, and that no one 
else in Derbyshire would do so. He agreed with Mr. 
Marrison, that although it might mean fewer exami¬ 
nations it would be better for the veterinary surgeon in 
the long run. 

Mr. Aulton said he refused a fee of 4/- from the Im¬ 
perial, and he afterwards ascertained that the animal in 
question was insured without being examined. 

The President: Let them take the risk if they won’t 
pay the minimum fee. When they have been let in a 
tew times they will fall into line with us. We can afford 
to refuse a fee of 4/-, which is much too low to offer a 
professional man who can earn more in other ways. I 
think we may congratulate ourselves upon the result of 
our efforts thus far. We expected to lose some business, 
but much of it will come back, and for what we sacrifice 
for good we shall be more than compensated in the 
increased fees. The insurance companies are themselves 
awakening to the justice of our claim, and they are 
meeting to discuss a new scale of fees to offer to the 
veterinary profession. 

The Hon. Sec. mentioned that his firm had passed 
work on to other veterinary surgeons when it lay out¬ 
side their own district. 

The President thought that was a very good spirit 
to show, and if it only became general it would be a 
source of strength to them as an association. It mani¬ 
fested a sense of brotherhood and comradeship which 
their association was out to foster, and he commended 
the action of Messrs. Duckworth and Prince to veteri¬ 
nary surgeons as a whole. 

Vetei'inaiy co operation and Etiquette . Mr. Howe 
spoke on the subject of co-operation among veterinary 
surgeons and especially among veterinary societies. He 
thought there was room for a great deal of improvement. 
He was afraid the powers that be had not looked after 
the interests of the practitioners as they ought to have 
done, and especially country practitioners. Unless they 
bound themselves together and acted as one man their 
profession would be left behind in this period of re-con¬ 
struction. Reform was necessary in many directions. 
To improve their professional status, and above all to 
secure a uniform and adequate fee from insurance 
companies and from public bodies generally, they must 
present a united front. Derbyshire had made a start, 
and they had come in for a certain amount of criticism, 
but it seemed a healthy kind of criticism and would, in 
his opinion, do more good than harm. He hoped that 
as a result of the lead which this Association was giving, 
lasting good would be accomplished for the profession. 
They wanted nothing for themselves that they were not 
prepared to see others enjoy, but to attain their object 
unanimity was essential. With regard to the stand they 
were taking against low insurance fees, it was evident 
that good was already resulting. They might expect 
some of the minor companies to refuse to pay 10/6 for 
an examination, but such companies they could afford 
to ignore if the larger companies come into line, which 
there was every likelihood of their doing. 

The President, apropos of this question, referred to 
a report in The Record of the ethical code laid down by 
the Cumberland Association. He said there was a well 
understood etiquette in the veterinary profession which 
he believed most men were anxious to observe. 

Mr. Abell thought that membership of a society like 
this was bound to create a feeling of good fellowship. 
No man who had the welfare of his profession at heart 
would care to do that which was contrary to its best 
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interests. He agreed with the comments made by the 
President, and said he believed they would further the 
ideas of co-operation by becoming affiliated with the 
National Veterinary Association. 

The President said there were various ways in which 
they might co-operate one with another. They could 
help each other’s clients if they happened to be in their 
district, without, of course, taking the fee that would 
belong to the client’s regular veterinary surgeon. They 
might also communicate with each other so far as ex¬ 
aminations for insurance companies were concerned, so 
as to make sure that there was no attempt on the part 
of any company to play one veterinary surgeon off 
against another. More important still, they could warn 
each other of clients who never paid their accounts, and 
so prevent bad debts being incurred. He had not a 
word to say against the really poor man who could not 
pay, and he (the speak 3r) did what no doubt many 
other practitioners did—attend some sick animals for 
which he knew he never would be paid. If an animal 
was in pain, any veterinary surgeon would do his best 
to relieve it, ana in the case of a very poor man the fee 
would be a secondary consideration. That was not the 
case he had in mind. They knew only too well that 
some people who could well afford to pay never did so, 
and when they had run up an account with one vet¬ 
erinary surgeon they transferred their affections to an¬ 
other That was where they could do each other a good 
turn by giving a timely warning. Such people ought to 
be black-listed, and a friendly understanding among 
local practitioners should have the desired effect. 

The Council Elections. The President referred to 
the approaching election of members of the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He had 
hoped that they would have had a nomination of their 
own, but he was advised that it was too late this year. 
Voting papers had to be sent abroad and they con¬ 
sequently had to be printed a long time ahead. He 
proceeded to put in a plea for Mr. Hill, of Llanelly, who 
was a. candidate for a^seat on the Council, and who, in 
his opinion, most nearly approximated to their own 
progressive views. He did not desire to interfere with 
the freedom of action of any member in the matter of 
voting, but he strongly recommended them to give a 
vote to Mr. Hill. 

After some little discussion, in which it was evident 
that those present shared the President’s views, the 
following resolution was proposed by Mr. Duckworth, 
seconded by Mr. Abell, and carried unanimously :— 

“That the members of the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association, having read Mr. Hill’s election address in 
which be proclaims his views on matters of interest to 
the profession, hereby consider him a fit and proper 
person to be a member of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and pledge themselves 
to do all in their power to secure his return. 

The members had tea together before separating, and 
decided that the next quarterly meeting should be held 
at Buxton. 

F. T. Prince, Hon. Sec. 


Veterinary work in South Africa. 

“In the Rand Daily Mail of March 18 we quoted a 
portion of the latest report of the Secretary for Agri¬ 
culture, Mr. F. B. Smith, showing that on an Australian 
or Canadian Basis, South Africa ought to have 400 
veterinary surgeons, whereas it only possesses 94, of 
whom r>9 are in the Government service. The livestock 
in the Union is valued at £100,000,000, ah effort is being 
made to build up an export trade in meat, and later on 
our breeders may possibly desire to dispose of surplus 
animals oversea. But our existing flocks and herds are 
endangered, and the future of the whole industry is 


menaced, by the large amount of disease still in the 
country. Mr. C. E. Gray, the Principal Veterinary 
Officer, admits in his report for the twelve months ended 
March 31,* that different scourges have given a great 
deal of trouble. Take anthrax, for instance. The Senior 
Veterinary Officer in the Cape notified 221 outbreaks 
in the year, and added : “ I am confident that the returns 
do not represent one quarter of the number of outbreaks 
which occur in this Province.” Mr. Gray confesses that 
the remark applies eaually to the Transvaal. In the 
Transkei and Natal tne number of outbreaks showed 
an increase. In Free State the disease was described 
as “formidable,” whilst Mr. Gray remarked: “ What is 
still more unsatisfactory,' in one particular outbreak— 
in Boshof—the type of disease was so virulent that 
neither the Institute Pasteur vaccine, nor the local 
laboratory vaccine had any immediate inhibitory effect 
on the progress of the disease, and repeated inoculations 
were necessary before the progress of the disease was 
stayed.” Mr. Gray admits that unless better results are 
obtained in fighting the scourge, “ it is more than likely 
that other countries will place an embargo upon the 
introduction of animal products from South Africa, 
which will react detrimentally upon the prosperity of 
the farmer, as the country is now reaching a stage in its 
development when local markets are unable to absorb 
the output, and openings have to be sought oversea for 
disposing of our produce.” These statements were made 
nearly a year ago. It is asserted upon high authority 
that there is to-day more anthrax in the country than 
ever there has been, and that owing to the evasion of 
the regulations and the small number of veterinary sur¬ 
geons available there seems but small prospect of the 
pest being checked in the immediate future. 

Mr. Gray says that the Veterinary Division “has been 
severely handicapped by the reduction of personnel due 
to various causes.” Clearly, then, South Africa needs 
more veterinary surgeons, both in the service of the 
Government and in private practice. Whether it will 
be able to obtain them is extremely doubtful. A recent 
letter from a young South African studying veterinary 
science in England throws some light on the question. 
Writing on a suggestion that he should make a start in 
South Africa, he says 

“ I would not think of accepting the salary they (the 
Union authorities) offer, and further it ib a service in 
which there are no prospects. Neither would I do pri¬ 
vate practice in a country where the veterinary profess¬ 
ion has no status. I understand that chemists and 
chartered accountants are protected by law in South 
Africa, and it is the only country I know of where our 

profession is still open to quacks.The name of 

South Africa is mud at the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and I think the only men they are l : kely to get 
are the drifters who are taking seven years to qualify.” 

These complaints disclose the real situation. For 
years an effort has been made to secure a Veterinary 
Council and the p-oper registration of veterinary sur¬ 
geons. A Draft Act is in existence. The veterinary 
surgeons desire it The farmers want it. But year 
after year the Government allows the damaging and 
discouraging conditions we have outlined to drag on. 
Good private practitioners will not come to South 
Africa to compete with quacks. The best men, not tied 
down by pension prospects, leave the service of the 
Government, and others cannot be obtained at the 
wretched salaries offered. There are men in the Divi¬ 
sion who have not received an increase in salary for 
more than fifteen years. They have struggled on year 
after year hoping for better conditions, but as nothing 
is ever done they are “fed up” with the whole position. 

* A copy of this report is to hand; we hope to quote from 
it in an early issue. 
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Owing to the under-staffing of the Division some of 
them have had to do routine work in which their highest 
qualifications are absolutely wasted. Mr. F. B. Smith 
suggests that a Veteriuary College should be established 
in South Africa, so that we can train our own men. 
There is much to be said in favour of the proposal, 
„ because the diseases in South Africa are often peculiar 
to the sub-continent. But until the profession receives 
a proper status, and the Government service is made 
attractive, we doubt whether a college would obtain 
many students; and if it did we feel certain that the 
best of them would soon leave for lands in which the 
profession is not muddled and ruined .”—Rand Daily 
Mail . 


STATUS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 

Messrs. Willett and McIntosh have taken note of 
“Dagonet’s” expositions on veterinary politics, but 
“ Watchman ” on the “ status of the veterinary pro¬ 
fession ” seems to have gone scot-free, whilst his pro¬ 
duction is ever so much a bigger knock down to the 
profession than that of “ Dagonet.” 

“ Watchman ” mentions the word rt gentleman.” Now 
one outstanding qualification of a gentleman is courage, 
and neither ‘‘Dagonet” nor “Watchman” seem to have 
much of it when they have to hide behind a nom de¬ 
plume. 

“ Watchman’s ” assertion that society holds the veter¬ 
inary profession in the greatest disdain compels me to 
ask (1) Has he been successful in his profession? and (2) 
Has he had the guts to gain the confidence and friend¬ 
ship of the stock owners, large and small, in his neigh¬ 
bourhood, who are an important body. I have an idea 
be has not; and that be feels a bit “ out of it,” and not 
on good terms with his own self. 

“Watchman” asks “how many public schoolboys 
ever dream of becoming veterinary surgeons.” I would 

K ut it another way, namely:—How many public school - 
oys have the courage to enter the profession? or having 
entered it, have the guts to become successful veterinary 
surgeons ? Very few indeed ! 

A gentleman recently consulted me about his son, 
aged 17, who, he asserted, would like to enter our pro¬ 
fession. The lad has been brought up in the town, and 
has no knowledge of horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, etc.—he 
is fond of dogs and cats. I advised the father strongly 
to put him to some other calling, as I had seen so many 
miserable failures where young men entering the pro¬ 
fession had no practical knowledge of live stock ; and 
that the only way to know live stock was to grow up 
with them—in snort, that if he did not realise live stock 
in health he would never know them in disease. 

“Watchman’s” observations about practising the 
profession from purely philantropic motives I look on 
as “bunkum.” Does the doctor, the parson, the barrister 
practice from philantropic motives? I trow not. There 
must be a business side to every profession, and I am 
truly soriy for the professional man without business 
instinct, for as the song says, “ L.s.d., that is the stuff 
to bring ypu joy,” etc., and incidentally helps you in 
society, although money, up to now, has never made a 
gentleman. 

“Watchman” is right when he says “people are judged 
by the company they keep,” whilst at the same time we 
have to do with so many different specimens of humanity 
that a tremendous amount of tact is essential. 

“ Watchman ” is against anything of the trades union 
in our professjon. In conclusion, I would remind him 
that there exists a strong trades union in the medical 
profession.—Yours etc., 

The Gables, Reigate. Chas. A. Squair. 

April 28tb. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Sir,—I, in my turn have read “with some amusement” 
the letters of Messrs Willett and McIntosh in your 
current issue. Mr. McIntosh concludes by opining that 
unless I am prepared to own to my utterances, I “ had 
better remain in obscurity for ever.” Let me assure 
him, in the first place, that I am not going to own to my 
utterances, and in the second, that the best way of draw¬ 
ing me from obscurity is for men to write in answer to 
the aforesaid utterances, as three men have already done 
to my first letter. 

If Mr. J. Willett has read my second letter, he perhaps 
now understands my attitude upon insurance fees better 
than when he wrote, so I need not dwell on that point. 
A more important one, upon which I must contradict 
Mr. Willett flatly, is his statement thatJ joined issue with 
the Central Society more especially with regard to Dis¬ 
trict Representation. Now I did oppose District Repie- 
sentation, and I do still; but I much “ more especially ” 
attacked the strike policy suggested at the Central 
meeting, which 1 expressly said was more dangerous 
than District Representation. I notice that Mr. Willett 
is quite silent upon this strike policy; and so is Mr. 
McIntosh, who himself suggested it &.t the Central 
meeting. 

Both these consciously well-meaning reformers seem 
much more anxious to criticise their critic than to defend 
whatever policies they may have advanced. One of these 
opened a Society’s discussion and suggested a veterinary 
strike, and he would be better employed in defending or 
withdrawing that suggestion than in asking for my 
name with an apparent view to a personal attack. The 
other is a candidate for Council who has not yet issued 
an election address ; and surely one of his “ efforts to stir 
up the lethargy in which the profession has sunk ” ought 
to take the form of informing us what policy he intends 
to follow upon the Council, if we let him get there. Let 
him expound his views on this strike question, which 
really formed the most important part of my letter, and 
let Mr. McIntosh do the same, ana let both likewise tell 
us fully what they think of the closely related question, 
of whether our profession could be “ done without.” By 
so doing they might do much more good than I could 
by revealing my identity, or than they have done by the 
letters they have already written.—Yours truly, 

April 28th. “ Dagonet ” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, April 30. 

Amendments to Mentions in Despatches. 

The undermentioned are now correctly described :— 
Egypt. 

* * * * 

Gazette dated Jan. 22, 1919 (No. 31138): Kendall, Maj. 
(T. Lt.-Col.) J., o.b.e.. Aust. A.V.C. 


Extracts from London Gatette 

War Office, Whitehall, April 23. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps.. 

Maj. A. E. Clarke, Res. of Off., relinquishes actg. rank 
of Lt.-Col. on eeasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(Jan. 12). 

Majs. to be actg. Lt. Cols, while holding the appt. of 
A.D.V.S.:—H. Greenfield (Jan. 12); A. E. Clarke, 
Res. of Off. (Feb. 15); (Bt. Lt.-Col.) W. A. Wood 
(March 5). 

Capt. E. Sewell, M.c, Spec. Res., to be actg. Maj. while 
holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Jan. 13). 
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April 24. 

Temp. Capt. Q. Sutton, f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. (March 25). 

April 25. 

The follg. relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. : Capt. H. E. 
Powell, D.8.0., t.f., on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
D.A.D.V.S. (Dec. 25); Temp. Capt. W. P. B. Beal 
(Mar. 20). 

Capt. R. E. Beilby, t.f., to be actg. Maj. while holding 
tne appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Dec. 25). 

April 26. 

Temp. Lt. (now temp. Capt.) J. Bell to be actg. Maj. 
from Aug. 9 to Oct. 7, 1917. 


D.V.S. Temp. Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.)C. E Edgett, D.8.0., 
Can. a.v.c., and to be actg. Col. while so empld.on re¬ 
linquishing the appt. of D.A.D. of V.S., and ceasing to 
be graded for purposes of pay under C.P., Cl. 16. 
(April 14, 1918). 

The notifications in the Gazette of June 8, 1918, and 
Nov. 2, 1918, in so far as they refer to temp. Maj. 
(actg. Lt.-Col.) C. E. Edgett, d.s.o., Can. a.v.c., are 
cancelled. 


Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. personal. 

April 28. Keir—Kelso. At the Grand Hotel, Glasgow, on the 

Capt. (actg. Mfy.) H. McVean relinquishes actg. rank of 19th inst., by the Rev. David Keir, m.a. (uncle of the 
Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (March 18). bridegroom), Capt. David Keir, m.c., r.a.v.c , eldest son 

April 29. of Mr. and Mrs. A. Keir, Potterhill, Paisley, to Jessie, 
Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts. : H. F. Vulliamy (Mar. 7); second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kelso, 
J. H. McManus (Mar.8) ; H. M. Roemmele (Mar. 12). Rosemount, Potterhill, Paisley. 
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Records. 

It is now practically six months since the cess¬ 
ation of hostilities; but veterinary surgeons in 
general seem hardly inclined to resume their pre¬ 
war professional interests. There is distinct liveli¬ 
ness in veterinary politics, and much activity in 
agitating for increased fees; but little disposition 
to scientific discussion or the recording of experience 
is evident. This is regrettable; for the advance¬ 
ment of professional knowledge is even more im¬ 
portant to us than either professional politics or 
professional remuneration.* 

The war brought much new experience in both 
civil and military practice, but not muoh of it has 
been recorded. What has appeared has chiefly 
related to surgery and the more important specific 
diseases. Some knowledge has been gained regard¬ 
ing the former subject; but it may be said broadly 
that the war has not brought any great advances 
with regard to specific diseases in general, though 
it has made many individual men more expert in 
dealing with them. Outside these subjects, there 
is a wide and varied experience which in its sum is 
of even greater importance to the profession, and 
concerning which little has yet been written. 

In civil practice, two wide fields in which many 
observant clinicians have learnt a great deal during 
the war may be mentioned. One is the abundant 
work upon sporadic affections in animals for which 
veterinary aid was formerly hardly ever sought un¬ 
less in the case of an epizootic. Much of this work 
will probably remain to us, for a considerable time 
at least; but text-books teach us little of its details, 
and the men who have learned them in practice 
know much that could beneficially be communicated. 

The second is the great amount of animal disease, 
muoh of it very serious, which arose from the bad 
or insufficient food of war time. In some parts of 
the Kingdom, including London, many practitioners 
saw more of the pathological effects of malnutrition 
than in their whole lives. Whether or not similar 
conditions ever again arise in England, both prac¬ 
tical medicine and dietetics would profit by some 
records of them. 


A Correction. 

In the report of meeting of Derbyshire Society, prin¬ 
ted last week, the president, quoting from our issue of 
Mar. 8tb, is reported to have said (p. 401, first col., eighth 
line) “ Any member . . . might do really as much good ” 
etc. In tne original (second col., sixth line) the reading 
is “ might do nearly as much,” etc. Phonetically the 
words are much alike, and it is probably a reporter's 
error: bnt there is a distinct difference in the meaning. 


VOL. XXXI. 


NOTES ON 
NON-PROFESSIONAL INSPECTORS. 

Comments were made at the meeting of the 
Central Veterinary Society (see V.R..March 29, 
page 345) concerning the laymen employed by the 
Board 01 Agriculture and Fisheries, and with the 
object of raising a discussion on these inspectors 
the following notes were penned. 

In the first place the method of their appoint¬ 
ment calls for criticism. In the interim report of 
the Departmental Committee that was appointed 
by the Board to enquire into Swine Fever, the 
following statements occur, made by Mr. F. A. 
Fulford, Superintending Inspector of the Animals 
division of the Board. 

“ The countiy is divided into districts, of which there 
are 17. In charge of every district there is a district 
inspector, and under these district inspectors we have 
at the present time (June 1910) 22 assistant inspectors. 
All of these are what, for convenience, we call lay 
inspectors, as distinct from the inspectors, who are vet¬ 
erinary inspectors and deal with tne professional work 
of diagnosis.” 

“ Some districts will have two or more assistants in 
them, and at times, if the work permits of it, the district 
inspector would work alone. It would depend upon 
where the pressure of work is greatest. The lay inspec¬ 
tors do the administrative work after the professional 
officers have told us the disease is there.” 

“ The Board select men who have a general knowledge 
of the world, who have had experience either in estate 
offices, or some of them Colonial experience. I myself 
began as a civil engineer. I was out in the colonies and 
I have had experience of farming all my life practically. 
The assistant inspector comes in on trial, I may say, to 
see how he shapes. Before two years are up be has, if 
his services are approved by the Board, to go up for a 
qualifying examination.” 

“ It is a patronage appointment. Reports are made 
by the officers under wnom he has served during his 
probationary period. The examination is on the Acts 
and Orders of the Board, and spelling, writing, arith¬ 
metic and composition.” 

The witness was asked, Do you find that that is 
a satisfactory method of appointment? and the 
answer given was:— 

“I think it has been found to be the very best system 
possible, because it does not follow that the man with 
qualifications which would best satisfy the civil service 
examiners would be best for our work; he might not 
possess the aptitude for our work, and by this means 
the Board have an opportunity really of picking the 
best men for the job. Tbe proportion of failures has 
been very slight, two or three.” 

Asked concerning criticism directed against the 
lay inspectors by agriculturists, the answer was:— 

“Yes, I am aware that since the days of our first 
beginning criticism has been levelled against the 
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inspectors, on the ground that they did not possess 
qualifications for the work. The criticism is a very old 
one now ; it started in the days when I first began in 
1890, that most of us were ex-officers of either the Army 
or Navy, and that we did not know one end of a cow 
from the other. On one occasion that criticism was 
levelled against myself, who had not the honour of having 
served in either the Army or Navy. I think it has been 
very often repeated by people who had never met an 
inspector of tne Board, and certainly did not know the 
nature of their work, or how they did it.” 

“A candidate for appointment has to fill in a form, 
stating his age, giving a brief account of his career, his 
education at preparatory and other schools, and what 
he has done .since leaving school or college. He has to 
forward testimonials from people with whom, or under 
whom he has worked, and give references as to general 
character. The salary of a lay inspector is £150 per 
year risirg to £250 by £10 a year increment.” 

“ The examination at the expiration, or just before 
the expiration of the two years’ probation came into 
operation in 1904 ; but before that, no inspector was 
promoted to the permanent staff of the Board until he 
had satisfied the Civil Service Commissioners. One 
objection to that was that some of these men had been 
in the service of the Board for a considerable number of 
years and had thoroughly acquainted themselves with 
the work, and had done the work to our satisfaction ; 
but still, after the lapse of time they naturally found a 
difficulty in preparing for and passing the examin¬ 
ation—they had got out of the way of examinations— 
and it was found very hard, after all these years of 
service, to have to get rid of a man who in every 
possible way did the work to our satisfaction, but could 
not satisfy the examiners. Therefore it was thought, it 
would be better that these men, before they had spent 
the best years of their life in our service, should know 
that, provided their work subsequently was satisfactory 
and their health good, and so forth, they should be able 
to take up the appointment of permanent officers if it 
was offered to them.” 

“ The criticism as to the suitability of our officers has 
been dealt with on certainly two occasions by the Pres¬ 
idents of the Board. Mr. Long in 1896 answered that 
criticism, and in 1901 Mr. Hanbury did the same, and 
both repelled the charges in most emphatic language.” 

Referring to the Veterinary staff, the same wit¬ 
ness furnished the following information. 

•‘There is one superintending Veterinary Inspector 
and 10 veterinary inspectors who are permanent officers 
of the Board, ana 14 assistant veterinary inspectors who 
are temporary officers.” 

“ In addition to these officers whose whole time is em¬ 
ployed in the service of the Board, we have in England 
and Wales 89 local vsterinary officers, and in Scotland 
six, making a total of 95 who are employed by the Board 
in dealing with reports of swine fever when one of 6ur 
own officers is not available.” 

The writer considered it advisable to give the 
above extracts, as, so far as is known, no change 
has been made in the method of appointing lay- 
inspectors since 1910. 

It is seen that these inspectors hold no quali¬ 
fications that justify their retention to do duty in 
connection with the contagious diseases. Some of 
them are tactful, and cloak their ignorance remark¬ 
ably well, while others presume to pose as experts 
on all matters concerning the scheduled diseases. 
They are truly parasitic, and are dependent on the 


art of what has been aptly termed “ brain sucking,” 
before they can furnish a report. 

It has been said by lay officials that veterinary 
surgeons cannot be administrators, and that admini¬ 
stration is the sole property of the layman. This 
is grossly absurd, as in some of the best admini¬ 
stered towns in Great Britain the whole of the duties 
connected with the Diseases of Animals Acts and 
Orders made thereunder is carried out by whole 
time veterinary officials. It must also be remem¬ 
bered that in Australia a V.S. was appointed a few 
years ago to be administrator of the Northern 
Territory, and that in South Africa a V.S. was 
chosen to fill the office of Director of Agriculture. 
And a V.S. is at present a member of the Board of 
Railway Commissioners for Canada. 

During the recent war the veterinary staff that 
was retained wisely by the Board has been called 
upon to carry out a vast amount of work that was 
formerly delegated to laymen. This work has been 
done efficiently and economically, and the arrange¬ 
ment has been very favourably commented upon by 
stock-owners. There is nothing connected with 
administration that a veterinary inspector cannot 
do better than a lay official. 

During the past there has unfortunately been a 
considerable amount of overlapping and trespassing 
going on between veterinary and “ administrative” 
work. In tracing outbreaks of swine fever, for ex¬ 
ample, it is not uncommon to find that the lay 
official reports on the health of the in-contaot 
swine. In work connected with diseases of man¬ 
kind, the sanitary inspector ( who has to submit to 
stringent tests before appointment) is not permitted 
to encroach on the doctor’s preserves. 

Much could be written in a very hostile strain 
against non-professional inspectors, and a catalogue 
of the stupid things said and done by them oould 
be furnished, but, abuse has its disadvantages, and 
should be wit held. 

Rather let us try and persuade the Board and 
Stock-owners that these men are superfluous, and 
that it is not in the best interests of the State that 
they should be retained. Agricultural societies and 
Farmers’ Unions throughout the country should be 
put in possession of our grievances; and resolutions 
concerning the abolition of lay inspectors should be 
passed and forwarded to M.P. who oould discuss 
the subject in Parliament. 

In March, a discussion took place in the House 
of Commons on the reconstruction of the Board, 
and it is satisfactory to learn that the Board is now 
raised to the position of a “ first class ” department. 
The writer would be very much obliged for an ex¬ 
planation as to this term as applied to Goverment 
departments, 

It is hoped that the president will in future be 
able to lay the demands of the agricultural industry 
before the Cabinet, and that the Board will receive 
more financial help from the Treasury. 

It is not dear that the officials will be better 
recompensed. 

The Board is to be reconstructed on the lines of 
the Irish Department of Agriculture, and if this be 
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properly done, we shall see the end of lay inspeotors, 
because as far as the writer knows—there are no lay 
officials employed in connection with “ dealing with” 
outbreaks of contagious diseases in Ireland. The 
subject here raised is one worthy of a full discussion 
at meetings of Veterinary Associations. 

“ Vis unita fortior.” 

ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

Ovarian Haemorrhaob. 

E. Josfc, in an article in the Archiv fiir icisscn- 
schaftliche Tierheilkunde , deals with the haemor¬ 
rhages and discharges into the peritoneal cavity 
which occur after ablation of the corpora lutea, 
rupture of ovarian cysts, etc. The diagnosis of 
ovarian haemorrhage is generally not difficult, and 
is based upon the establishment of the fact that 
rupture has taken place, and upon the presence of 
anaemia. In the differential diagnosis the possi¬ 
bility of acute indigestion may arise; but the rapid 
augmentation of the heart-beats with consecutive 
diminution of the temperature and marked anaemia 
should lead the clinician in the right direction. 
There are various other morbid conditions or conse¬ 
quences of operations upon the ovaries, the chief of 
which are as follows :— 

Young and sensitive animals show loss of appetite, 
colic, uneasiness, arching of the back, and straining. 
A similar condition is shown by animals which have 
strained hard during the operation, cows affected 
with inflammatory processes of the vagina and rec¬ 
tum, and animals affected with diarrhoea, intestinal 
catarrh, and Johne’s disease. Cows affected with 
pyometra not rarely, in consequence of the ablation 
of a persistent corpus luteum, suffer from tympanitis 
and colic for some hours. In slight haemorrhage 
which ceases spontaneously there is loss of appetite 
and suspension of rumination, with transient tym¬ 
panitis. The rupture of ovarian abscesses is followed 
by grave symptoms of peritonitis, in which case, 
when anemia is absent and fever is is present, the 
diagnosis of hemorrhage may be excluded. In 
perforation of the rectum produced during the oper¬ 
ation, a diagnostic error is only possible in the first 
hours. 

In considering the etiology of ovarian hemor¬ 
rhage, the author attaches importance to sanguineous 
cysts (hemorrhages into follicles dilated into the 
form of cysts,) tumours of the ovary (especially 
angiomata,) tuberculous lesions of the ovary, 
hemophilia, and rupture of the ovary. The prog¬ 
nosis is always guarded when the hemorrhage 
reaches such a degree that anemic pallor, a rate of 
90 per minute or more in the heart-beats, loss of 
appetite, suspension of rumination, great diminution 
iu milk production, and general debility are observed. 
Trembling and clonic spasms render the prognosis 
absolutely unfavourable. Spontaneous recovery is 
more easy in young animals; while it is difficult in 
those advanced in age, especially if the haemorrhage 
coincides with the period of heat. 

In treatment, absolute quiet and attentive sur¬ 
veillance, with a view to summoning veterinary 


help should the condition become worse, are im¬ 
portant. As medicaments, caffeine, ergotin, gelatine, 
and ergot of rye are advised. 

The owner should always be warned of the danger 
of haemorrhage in consequene of operations upon 
the ovary ; the principal symptoms of an internal 
hasmorrhage should be explained to him, and oare- 
ful watching of the animal be advised. Animals 
which present ovarian tumours or malformations 
should be excluded from operation. The operator 
should take care not to rupture the ovary. Cysts 
should be emptied by puncture with the trocar, 
which is not dangerous. 

It is necessary to avoid extreme straining, so as 
not to run the risk of the rupture of an oviduot. 
By systematic compression through the vagina and 
rectum after the operation, much haemorrhage may 
be prevented.— (La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.R.C. 


Annual Report for the Veterinary Division, 

Dept, of Agric. Union of South Africa for the 

year ending 31st March, 1918. [Abridged.] 

East Coast Fever. 

This disease continues to be prevalent in some parts 
of the Union, especially in the Transkei and in Natal. 
In the Cape, after an interval of over twelve months, the 
disease again made its appearance in the district of 
King William’s Town. The source of infection is un¬ 
determined, but as many illicit movements of cattle 
from the Transkeian Native Territories undoubtedly 
take place it seems reasonable to assume that it is to 
this cause the outbreak may be attributed. The area is 
now under rigid supervision and compulsory dipping is 
beiog enforced. c 

In the Transvaal, East Coast Fever still retains a 
footing in five districts. Pietersburg district is in the 
worst position numerically, there are 21 farms which 
must be looked upon as actually infected, upon five of 
which the disease made its appearance during the current 
year. The greater part of the district is now under 
compulsory dipping, but a good deal of supervision is 
necessary to ensure satisfactory results, owing to the 
large native population. 

In the Zoutpansberg there have been nine fresh out¬ 
breaks ; last year there was only one. One outbreak 
involving two farms was the most serious, the mortality 
within the year amounting up to nearly six hundred, 
owing to the fact that the farm was undoubtedly badly 
infected before the disease was discovered and no dip¬ 
ping tank was immediately available. More important 
from an economic point of view, was the outbreak on 
the Commonage at Louis Trichard, in the course of 
which 200 head of cattle have died. The abnormal rain¬ 
fall during the past wet season has been a contributing 
cause towards tha high death rate, as dipping during wet 
weather cannot be depended upon to give satisfactory 
results. 

In Barberton five fresh outbreaks have occurred and 
fifteen farms are still in quarantine, although eighteen 
have been taken out in the course of the year. Some of 
the existing centres of infection are in parts of the dis¬ 
tricts which are difficult of access ana, although their 
inaccessibility may tend to prevent the further spread 
of the disease, it also renders the construction of dipping 
tanks and the supervision of dipping operations costly 
and difficult, therefore the mortality on these farms is 
likely to be considerable before the disease is brought 
under control. 
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In Piet Retief, where the position at the beginning of 
the present year was exceedingly hopeful, we nave sus¬ 
tained a disappointing set-back. Five fresh outbreaks 
have occurred and, although the farms were fenced, they 
were not tanked and the mortality has been considerable, 
as the cattle belonged to Native squatters and the 
European owners have been most dilatory in complying 
with the Minister’s orders to erect tanks. 

In the Carolina district great difficulty is being exper¬ 
ienced. The outbreaks are confined to the low veld 
area. Unfortunately the farms in this section belong to 
non-residents who live in adjacent high veld areas and 
merely use the infected farms for winter grazing for their 
sheep. In many cases these absentee owners are indiff¬ 
erent to the welfare of their native tenants and have 
hitherto ignored and evaded the Minister’s orders to 
erect tanks. Now, however, steps are being taken to 
have the required tanks erected officially at the owners’ 
expense and the work will be begun at once. The pos¬ 
ition would be better from an administrative point of 
view if an owner, in addition to being liable as at present, 
to have a tank put up at his expense, could be fined for 
disregarding the order. If this could be done the delays 
in complying with the Minister’s orders, which occur so 
frequently at present, would be greatly reduced and our 
opportunities of stamping out the disease would be 
improved. 

Turning to Natal we find that, while the number of 
outbreaks which have occured during the year compares 
very favourably with the record of the year before—84 
as against 126—many of these outbreaks have occurred 
in localities which have been free from disease for a long 
time, and when they were located the condition of affairs 
often pointed to the probability that the outbreak had 
been in existence for some considerable time. Although 
native stockowners are here so numerous, the larger 
number of these outbreaks have occurred amongst cattle 
owned by Europeans. We are occasionally told that 
East Coast Fever is a less serious menace to the pros¬ 
perity of the farmer than the regulations enforced to 
prevent its spread. In a sense this may be true—when 
a farmer has facilities for dealing promptly with an out¬ 
break, but this attitude is to be deprecated, as it may, 
and probably does, lead to the concealment of outbreaks 
and to endeavours on the part of certain owners to 
eradicate these without reporting to the authorities. 
Such attempts are fraught with danger to their neigh¬ 
bours, which is materially aggravated when such farms 
are traversed by a public road. It is always possible for 
East Coast Fever infection to persist on a farm for a 
very considerable time without the knowledge of the 
owner if he is in the habit of dipping his cattle with a 
fair degree of regularity, because if disease is introduced 
under such circumstances the attendant mortality may 
be insignificant and occasional deaths may attract no 
attention on account of the frequent absence of post 
mortem conditions which can be regarded as diagnostic 
of East Coast Fever, the mortality m such cases being 
often put down to “gall sickness” or to vegetable 
poisoning. To one or other of these causes I am inclined 
to think many of these mysterious outbreaks of East 
Coast Fever which have occurred lately in Natal can be 
attributed, and I would, therefore, urge upon stock- 
owners the desirability of regarding any deaths of cattle 
occurring from undetermined causes with suspicion, and 
of taking blood smears from such cases and sending 
them in for examination. If this were always done 1 
believe the position would speedily improve. 

In some quarters there is a disposition to look upon 
increased supervision as a panacea, but with this I am 
not in entire agreement. Careful supervision of the 
dipping of native owned stock is undoubtedly desirable 
and necessary. Natives in most instances need help 
and guidance in mixing the dip, and are sometimes in¬ 


clined to keep their animals away from the tank because 
of the labour involved in collecting and driving them to 
the dip. But after ten years of dipping there can be no 
excuse for the European farmer who neglects to dip his 
stock properly and regularly. 

Meantime many breeders of pure bred stock are sub¬ 
jected to disabilities, which though galling are unavoid¬ 
able, when they wish to dispose of their animals in other 
parts of the Union. Stock farmers know that in the 
dipping tank they have a weapon with which East Coast 
Fever can not only be fought but can be eradicated, and 
the sooner those who believe this can induce their 
neighbours to follow their example and dip their cattle 
properly and thoroughly the sooner the disease will 
disappear. I do not mean that the Department should 
wait for the arrival of this blissful state of affairs, or 
that it should relax its efforts in the least; but it is only 
by the combined efforts of the officials and the farmers 
that East Coast Fever can be stamped out. 

I may mention that in the Vrvheid Division eight 
outbreaks out of thirteen are attributed to movements 
of “salted cattle,” which were formerly allowed to 
traverse infected and clean areas indifferently. For 
many years the officers of the Department have dwelt 
upon the desirability of stopping movements of this 
description and applying the same restrictions to animals 
said to be salted as to susceptible cattle, and I am glad 
to say that public opinion has veered round, and this 
policy is now inaugurated. 

Transkd. In Butterworth two deaths have occurred 
in the past nine months : in fact in practically every 
district where adequate provision has been made for 
dipping, the natives have taken advantage of it and the 
condition of the Transkei to-day is infinitely better than 
anyone who knows what it was like three years ago 
could have anticipated. Natives are already seeking 
for opportunities to replenish their depleted herds, so 
satisfied are they with the progress which has been 
made in combating the disease. Much of our success is, 
undoubtedly, due to the harmoniou relations which have 
existed between the Magistrates and the officers of the 
Veterinary Division, and is a striking illustration of 
what can be accomplished by tact and perseverance 
when the Government representative in charge of a 
district commands the confidence of the native com¬ 
munity. 

Tuberculosis. 

The position so far as this disease is concerned is still 
uncertain and unsatisfactory, and this state of affairs is 
likely to continue till it is realised that the only way to 
ensure that co-operation between the stockowners and 
those administering the Stock Diseases Regulations, 
which is essential to success and harmonious working, 
is by lightening the heavy burden now imposed upon 
the owner by deciding upon a reasonable and generous 
scale of compensation and making the necessary pro¬ 
vision on the Estimates for meeting this expenditure. 
Pessimists insist that present-day methods are inade¬ 
quate and that no country has ever succeeded in stamp¬ 
ing it out, while others argue that vigorous measures 
are unnecessary as the salubrious air of South Africa is 
of itself sufficient to ensure the recovery of infected ani¬ 
mals. But there is no doubt that in South Africa when 
the disease obtains a footing in a herd—even when that 
herd is kept under fairly favourable sanitary con¬ 
ditions—it tends to spread till a large proportion become 
infected. For this reason I once more appeal to those 
responsible for amended legislation and more funds to 
deal with a disease which, leaving its serious natnre so 
far as bovines are concerned out of the question, is un¬ 
doubtedly a menace to public health. 

Cape Province .—Here the Senior Veterinary Officer 
reports as follows “ From the prohibited areas ( areas 
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in which the disease is considered to be most prevalent)— 
the Cape, Malmesbury, Paarl and Stellenbosch—6,139 
head of cattle were subjected to the tuberculin test 
before removal; 111 reacted and were destroyed, a per¬ 
centage of 1.81 reactors. I am of opinion that Tuber¬ 
culosis is not rife in this Province amongst ranch cattle, 
even amongst cattle running on the veld in the prohibited 
areas. What little there is is confined mainly to the 
dairy herds which are stabled in and around Cape 
Town.” 

I believe that this is a correct estimate of the position, 
and that it applies to other Provinces as well as to the 
Cape Province, but the first step which should be taken 
to combat the spread of Tuberculosis should lie in the 
direction of making an earnest endeavour to cleanse the 
sources from which these dairy cows are drawn, thereby 
making it possible for a dairyman when he replenishes 
his herd to obtain healthy animals, rather than in 
attacking the dairy herds themselves in the first instance. 

Transvaal .—The Senior V.O., Transvaal, holds similar 
views to those expressed by the Senior V.O., Cape, as to 
the prevalence of the disease, and urges amended regu¬ 
lations and the provision of increased compensation, in 
order that the disease may be tackled before it gets out 
of hand and becomes so prevalent that the suppression 
or control of the disease is impracticable. 

Natal .—Here disease was discovered on eight pro¬ 
perties during the year; 1,463 head were tested ana 27 
reacted. 

Orange Free State .—In the Free State one case was 
located,* the animal being an Ayrshire bull purchased by 
the British East African Government, which reacted to 
test when it was applied prior to the despatch of the 
animal. The animal was one of a herd imported from 
oversea and was previously tested together with the 
herd in October, 1914, when no reactions were obtained. 
Twenty cases of Tuberculosis in animals coming from 
the Free State were reported from the Pretoria, Johan¬ 
nesburg, Germiston and Durban abattoirs, all in animals 
the property of speculators obtained from sources which 
it was impossible to locate. 

Transkei .—No cases were reported during the year. 
Government Veterinary Officer Webb has from time to 
time tested calves from reacting cows in quarantine on 
a farm in the Mount Currie district, but all have given 
negative results, which speaks well for the careful man¬ 
ner in which the reacting animals have been isolated. 

Anthrax. 

I regret I am unable to report any improvement in the 
position with regard to this disease. The Senior V.O., 
Cape Province, where there have been 221 outbreaks 
in the year, in the course of which 2148 head of stock 
have been dealt with, saysI am confident that the 
returns do not represent one quarter of the number of 
outbreaks which occur in this Province.” 

In the Transvaal, although fewer outbreaks have been 
dealt with than during the preceding year, there is little 
doubt that the remarks applied in the case of the Cape 
apply equally. In Natal the disease is reported to be 
on the increase; 42 outbreaks occurred; 176 deaths 
were reported and 12952 head of stock were inoculated. 
In the Transkei there has been an increase in the num¬ 
ber of outbreaks reported, but natives are not backward 
in inoculating their animals, 41041 head having been 
under treatment during the year, and in one district— 
Engcobo—the whole of the Stock Inspector’s time has 
been taken up in inoculating cattle against Anthrax. 

In the Free State the number of outbreaks is still 
formidable, 103 as compared with 134, and in one partic¬ 
ular outbreak—in Boshof—the type of disease was so 
virulent that neither the Institute Pasteur vaccine nor 
the local Laboratory vaccine had any immediate inhibi¬ 
tory effect on the progress of the disease, and repeated 


inoculations were necessary before the progress of the 
disease was stayed. It may be possible that the unusual 
climatic conditions had something to do with its preva¬ 
lence ; but the fact remains that the disease, which is a 
menace to human as well as animal life, is on the increase 
although a vaccine against it is available the use of 
which in most instances is attended by satisfactory 
results. Unless stockowners take this disease more 
seriously, it is more than likely that other countries will 
place an embargo upon the introduction of animal pro¬ 
ducts from South Africa. 

danders. There has been a marked falling off in the 
number of outbreaks of Glanders. Fifteen outbreaks 
have occurred in the Cape Province, two of these were 
somewhat extensive, involving the destruction of fifty- 
one infected animals. The bulk of these occurred in and 
around the Cape Peninsula. In the Transvaal there 
were thirteen outbreaks none of them extensive. Natal 
has always been fairly free from Glanders, and this year 
there was only one reacting animal destroyed. In the 
Transkei one case of Glanders only is reported. Four 
outbreaks were dealt with in the Orange Free State. In 
dealing with these, 143 equines were tested, ten reacted 
and were destroyed. 

Lung sickness. For the second time I am able to re¬ 
port no case of Lungsickness has occurred within the 
Union. 

Equine Scabies — Mange. This disease is still fairly 
prevalent in four districts of the Cape Province. Most 
of the cases have occurred amongst equines owned by 
poor whites and coloured people, who do not look after 
their animals properly. In the Transvaal there has been 
a considerable increase in the number of outbreaks: 
most of these were in the Witwatersrand area. Five 
outbreaks were located in Natal, none of which were ex¬ 
tensive : only three were discovered in the Transkei: 
none were found in the Orange Free State. 

Epizootic Lymphangitis. In the Cape Province there 
were only six outbreaks of Epizootic Lymphangitis as 
compared with sixteen last year. The disease is practi¬ 
cally confined to the Humansdorp district, where it has 
smouldered for many years. During the year a pamphlet 
was circulated in the district describing the disease and 
inviting the co-operation of stockowners. In Natal cases 
continue to occur in the coastal districts. Five out¬ 
breaks were dealt with in this area; six infected animals 
died or were destroyed. The other Provinces are free. 

Contagious Abortion. 

This disease is undoubtedly on the increase. Legis¬ 
lative measures for many reasons are ineffective to 
prevent its spread, and were it not for the fact that these 
probably check to some extent the extension of the dis¬ 
ease amongst pure bred herds, (we still hope that some 
satisfactory method may be devised for dealing with it) 
I should be inclined to advocate the withdrawal of the 
disease from the Proclaimed Schedule and leave it to 
the breeders themselves to deal with it. At the present 
time we assist owners as far as lies in our power, to 
separate infected animals from those which are free from 
disease ? but animals which have become infected do not 
immediately respond to the test, and animals which are 
no longer infective may continue to react, so the carrying 
out of this work is attended by a good deal of difficulty 
and uncertainty. In America this disease is regarded 
as being of the greatest economic importance and, next 
to Tuberculosis, probably the greatest tax upon the 
finances of the stock breeder, by reason of the losses 
amongst calves to which it gives rise ; but although 
similar losses occur here when the disease first makes its 
appearance in a herd, it is well known that after one or 
two abortions cows become immune and carry their 
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calves the full term, even though the cows themselves 
may still be capable of spreading the disease.. In the 
Cape Province only two outbreaks were recorded, but 
there is little doubt many more are in existence. The 
extent to which it is prevalent in the Transvaal is un¬ 
certain. In Natal twenty-three outbreaks were re¬ 
ported, and a good deal of work was carried out with a 
view to enabling owners to separate infected stock from 
healthy. In the Transkei the Senior Veterinary Officer 
expresses the opinion that centres of the disease exist in 
every district m the Territory, but that it is only in 
Mount Currie that owners report cases for the purpose 
of having their cattle tested. In the Free State eleven 
outbreaks were dealt with. 

Swine Fever . During the year there have been ten 
outbreaks of Swine Fever in five districts of the Western 
Province of the Cape, in the course of which 377 animals 
died or were destroyed. 

Dourine. This disease has now been definitely diag¬ 
nosed. As far as we are aware, it is confined to the 
Herbert district, Cape Province. Leaflets have been 
circulated containing a description of the disease, and 
asking ownere to report suspected case, but so far the 
invitation has met with no response. We now know 
that the disease has existed in South-West Africa for a 
considerable period. 

.Rinderpest. 

Early in the year alarming reports as to the south¬ 
ward spread of this disease reached the Union from 
Nyasaland, and according to a pre-arranged plan a small 
staff, consisting of three Veterinary Officers, with rinder¬ 
pest serum and supplies left the Union at the beginning 
of April for the purpose of checking it if that were pos¬ 
sible. The expedition travelled from Pretoria by rail to 
Beira, thence by coasting steamer to Chinde, thence up 
the Zambesi and Shire Rivers to Port Herald, thence by 
the Shire Highlands railway and by road to Zomba, and 
again by road to the south end of Lake Nyassa, then up 
the Lake by steamer to its northern extremity, then on 
foot to New Langenberg in German East Africa, which 
was then within the sphere of military operations. New 
Langenberg was reached on 11th May. Here the expe¬ 
dition was joined by two Veterinary Officers belonging 
to the Nyasaland Administration, one from Northern 
Rhodesia, another from Southern, and two who were 
lent by the Military authorities, together with four non¬ 
commissioned officers belonging to the South African 
Veterinary Corps. 

Steps were taken to locate the disease and inoculation 
operations were begun ; the original programme being 
the establishment of an immune belt of cattle in German 
territory along the Northern Rhodesian and Nyasaland 
borders, and extending from Lake Nyasa to the South 
end of Lake Tanganyika. There were no European 
settlers in the area, all the cattle being in the hands of 
natives, who were until recently under German control. 
The work was attended by many difficulties, especially 
in the New Langenberg area, where the numbers of 
cattle to be dealt with were very considerable. Much 
of it was carried out in the low-lying unhealthy country 
bordering on the northern shore of Lake Nyasa under 
tropical conditions. As time went on the staff of the 
expedition became reduced by the withdrawal and de¬ 
parture of members of the staff through illness and other 
causes, till at the end of the year only five Veterinary 
Officers, two non-commissioned officers of the South 
African Veterinary Corps, and one European Stock In¬ 
spector were available for the prosecution of the work. 

From time to time the plan of campaign was modified 
in the hope of checking the disease without carrying out 
the entire programme, as the number of cattle which 
had to be dealt with proved greater than we anticipated, 


but when I was recalled at the end of March, 1918, 
between thirty-seven and thirty-eight thousand head of 
native cattle had been immunised by the simultaneous 
method of injecting virulent blood and rinderpest serum, 
with an average loss of two or three per cent. These 
cattle are located in the New Langenberg area and in a 
belt extending from the edge of that district as far as 
Lake Rukwa. While carrying out this work some 
members of the staff covered over fourteen hundred 
miles on foot. 

Various problems presented themselves for solution 
in the course of the work as, in addition to rinderpest, 
we had reason to believe some outbreaks were compli¬ 
cated with malignant catarrh, while at one inoculation 
centre which happened to have been established in an 
area in which East Coast Fever was endemic, and to 
which a considerable number of cattle susceptible to 
that disease had been brought for inoculation, we found 
ourselves confronted with cases presenting a pathological 
picture of Rinderpest, East Coast Fever, and Redwater 
all combined, and when the Rinderpest reaction had 
ceased, the cattle susceptible to East Coast Fever had 
afterwards to be moved about to shake off the East 
Coast Fever iafection to which they had been inadver¬ 
tently exposed. 

The work of the Expedition at the moment of writing 
(31st July) is now practically completed, it having been 
found necessary to carry this out on the lines originally 
planned, and the members of the Expedition are now on 
their wav back from the south end of Lake Tanganyika 
to New Langenberg, a distance of nearly 200 miles, the 
present senior officer being Captain Garden C.V.O., 
Nyasaland. Needless to say, most of the staff have 
suffered from the effects of the climate, and whether the 
ultimate object of the Expedition has, or has not been 
accomplished and the southward spread of the disease 
stayed, I can only express my unqualified appreciation 
of the services of those officers who have borne the heat 
and burden of the day and seen the work through to its 
completion. 

In spite of the fact, that we have good grounds for 
hoping the disease may now remain within bounds, one 
complicating factor over which we have no control has 
to be reckoned with, and that is the possibility that it 
may be carried south by wild game, wnich might bridge 
the immune belt which has been created—but we must 
hope for the best. 

Two features of the present outbreak struck me forc¬ 
ibly when comparing the type of Rinderoest met in 
German East Africa on this occasion with that which I 
met in Southern Rhodesia over twenty years ago. One 
was the comparative mildness of the disease and the slow 
manner in wnich it spread in the areas which it invaded. 
This is probably due to partial immunity possessed or 
inherited by native bred animals, and the care with 
which natives separate sick animals from healthy. The 
other feature was the small number of reports which 
reached me as to the ravages of the disease amongst 
wild game, as only on one occasion did natives report 
the occurence of deaths amongst reedbuck and warthog, 
and that was when we were inoculating cattle near Lake 
Nyasa, between the Kiwira and Songwe Rivers. In this 
area, probably through the use of serum weakened 
through age and kept under unfavourable conditions, or 
because Rinderpest had already become established in 
some of the herds before work was begun, the reactions 
following inoculations were unduly severe, and the mor¬ 
tality unusually high; and here the natives reported 
that reedbuck and warthog were also dying. Enquiries 
were made at once, and from these it appeared there 
had been a certain amount of mortality amongst these 
animals, but we were unable to obtain evidence at first 
hand that these deaths were due to Rinderpest. Further 
North, in another instance, one of the Acting District 
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Commissioners reported that buffalo were dying in con¬ 
siderable numbers, but up to the time I left German 
East these were the only reports of mortality amongst 
wild game that came to our knowledge. 

Meat Export. 

The business of meat export is developing steadily, 
and had greater shipping facilities been available, it is 
certain that a good deal more meat would have gone 
oversea. The methods of preparing meat for export are 
capable of improvement, and must be improved—if we 
are to compete in the world’s market, and I would again 
urge the desirability of sending one or more veterinary 
officers oversea to study methods of grading, etc, in 
countries where this business has assumed large pro¬ 
portions, in order that we may benefit by the mistakes 
of others instead of having to learn by our own. The 
services of officers with such experience, which could be 
placed at the disposal of those entering into the business 
would be greatly appreciated by those interested in the 
developement of this industry. 

Staff. 

During the past twelve months the Division has been 
severely handicapped by the reduction of personnel due 
to various causes. Many officers have been lent to the 
Military authorities for service in German East Africa, 
some have gone oversea, the Rinderpest Commission 
claimed others, and those who have remained have had 
more than enough to do. It is at times like these that 
the want of motor transport is severely felt, and although 
some officers who could afford to do so purchased cars 
themselves to increase their efficiency, there are others 
who could not, and their activities have been corres¬ 
pondingly lessened. The present system obtaining, in 
the case of those who buy their cars either with or with¬ 
out Government assistance, of paying a mileage allow¬ 
ance is, I submit, an unsatisfactory one. As a rule it 
means that the officer using the car either gains some¬ 
thing out of the allowance, or he does not come out on 
it. My own view is that in cases in which the use of 
motor transport increases the efficiency of officers by 
enabling them to cover more ground and do more 
work—thereby effecting an economy in staff, motor 
transport should be supplied and maintained by Govern¬ 
ment, and that more cars should be obtained to supple¬ 
ment the one Government car at present in commission 
and used by the G.V.O., Johannesburg. 

It is with great regret I have to record the loss sus¬ 
tained by the Division by the demise of G.V.O. Dale, 
an officer of great experience and tact, who died at 
Durban in July. We have also lost, through death on 
active service, several of our Stock Inspectors—well- 
trained officers who could ill be spared. 

As in former years, I must once more gratefully 
acknowledge my indebtedness to the staff generally, 
both administrative and clerical, to the Assistant P.V.O. 
for the assistance given me in carrying out the work of 
the Division, and to the Magistrates, tne Police and the 
officers of the Native Affairs Department, with whom it 
has been my priviledge to co-operate. 

C. E. Gray, 

Principal Veterinary Officer. 

(The usual returns with tables conclude the report.) 


Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

The Corps’^Annual Dinner will be held this year 
on Friday the 20th June, at the Savoy Hotel. AM 
officers who have served in the Corps during the war 
are eligible to attend. It would greatly assist if those 
who purpose being present will inform me as early as 

E. E. Martin, Col.. 

16 Victoria St, S.W.l. Hon. Sec. to R.A.V.C. Dinner. 


MILK AND TUBERCULOSIS IN MANCHESTER 

The following is from the report on the Health of the 
City of Manchester, 1917, by James Niven, m.a., m.b., 
ll.d. 

“ In submitting the report of the work done in con¬ 
nection with Tuberculosis and Milk for 1917,1 have to 
say that we have only had the services of a Veterinary 
Surgeon on one day each week. Mr. J. F. Dixon, 
m.r.c.v.s., of the City Abattoir, has been loaned by the 
Markets Committee to the Hospitals Sub-Committee— 
with serious interruptions, inevitably, no doubt—for the 
purpose of following up positive station samples of 
Tuberculous milk and ifor the examination of the cows 
within the City. The latter, however, has not been 
carried out, except fragmentarily. 

Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, f.r.c.v.s, has rendered 
service on various occasions when Mr. J. F. Dixon was 
not at liberty. Under these circumstances, it will be 
readily understood that the work accomplished is less 
than in the year 1913, when Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, 
m.r.c.v.s., Veterinary Surgeon to the Sanitary Com¬ 
mittee, was able to devote a large part of his time to 
these duties. At the outbreak of the war he joined 
H.M. Forces, and now holds the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel. The further distinction has been recently 
conferred upon him of c.m.g. 

Much valuable work has been accomplished, however, 
during the limited time at their disposal by Mr. J. F. 
Dixon, m.r.c.v.s., and Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, f.r.c.v.s. 

The number of farms within the City which are 
occupied as Dairy Farms is 94, whilst the number of 
cows kept is 1,425. 

Sixty-one City Farms were inspected in the year by Mr. 
J. F. Dixon, m.r.c.v.s., and Inspector Higginbotham. 
The herds on these farms numbered 968. 35 individual 
samples of milk were obtained, 4 of which gave positive 
results. In one instance the whole of the carcase was 
destroyed as unfit for food. In the case of the other 
three cows, some portion of the animals was destroyed 
and the remainder passed as fit for human consumption. 

The general condition of the cows within the City has 
been well maintained, considering the difficulties which 
have had to be overcome. Many farmers have lost their 
experienced cowmen owing to the war and to the 
attractive wages to be obtained in other industries, in 
which the hours of labour are considerably less. This 
constant change of farm hands and the substitution of 
inexperienced for experienced cowmen has led to a 
reduction in the standard of cleanliness of the cows and 
cowsheds. Shoddy was found to be in use as bedding on 
a number of farms. The farmers state that, owing to 
the scarcity of sawdust, and straw being used as a feed¬ 
ing stuff, they had nothing to fall back upon except 
shoddy on which to bed their cows * Very real difficult¬ 
ies with regard to feeding stuffs have had to be overcome. 
Many City farmers cannot grow sufficient hay to fodder 
their cows, whilst the growing of roots on the north side 
of the City is not practised. In several cases the feeding 
of cows has been of a hand-to-mouth character, so that 
much of the cowkeeper’s time has been used up in 
getting feeding stuffs. 

Dairy Utensils. 

The conditions now prevailing are again alleged to be 
responsible, in a large measure, for several cases of dirty 
or unsatisfactory dairy utensils that have come to my 
notice. Owing to the lack of labour, it is more than 
ever necessary that some simple steam installation 
should form part of all dairy equipment. A number of 
the large dairymen and one farmer have high-pressure 
steam plants. The saving in labour and fuel costs by 
using steam for all dairy purposes are well illustrated by 

•This is, of oourse, quite inadmissable. 
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one farmer, who is also a dairyman, on a large Beale. 
►Some two years ago, following an outbreak of Diphtheria 
caused by infected milk from this farm, a high-pressure 
steam plant was instituted at the instance of the Medical 
Officer of Health. The farmer now expresses much 
satisfaction at the result. Ail dairy utensils and deliv¬ 
ery bottles are sterilised after use, with the result that 
they have not had any sour milk since the steam instal¬ 
lation was put in. The saving on this head alone has 
been sufficient to cover the outlay. The saving in fuel 
has been no less marked. Hot water was previously 
obtained by means of sett boilers heated by coal. Steam 
is now raised by coke breeze, in sufficient quantities for 
all dairy purposes and the boiling of pig food, at one- 
fourth the cost of coal in the old method, whilst the 
saving in labour is so great that were it not for the steam 
they would hardly be able to carry on their business at 
the present time. 

The Manchester Milk Clauses. 

The Manchester Milk Clauses have been operated as 
in former years, so far as the obtaining of milk samples 
has been concerned and the following up of positive 
station samples. A change in dealing with the cows 
found to have positive tuberculous lesions in the udder 
has been brought about by the operation of the Cattle 
Sales Order of December 17th, 1917. Our former custom 
io dealing with an animal from which a positive tuber¬ 
culous sample of milk had been obtained was for the 
farmer to send the cows to a Public Abattoir wherever 
possible, so that the carcase could be inspected and its 
condition ascertained after slaughter, and the necessary 
steps taken with regard to the meat if the whole or any 
part of it was unfit for human consumption. Under the 
Cattle Sales Order referred to above, all cattle, what¬ 
ever their condition, if sold for beef, must first be graded 
at the auction to which they are sent for sale. It may 
happen, if the farmer is disposed not to inform the Grad¬ 
ing Officer as to the known condition of his cow, that it 
may be graded in a higher class than it would be if its 
condition were made known at the time of grading and 
sale. The loss accruing from such disposal of a known 
tuberculous cow whicn may not exnibit any patent 
external signs of Tuberculosis falls on the butcner or 
association of butchers acting undec Food Control Com¬ 
mittees. Further, it is almost impossible for a cow to 
be traced through an auction to its place of destination 
before the animal has been slaughtered and, in all pro¬ 
bability, consnmed, so that we are not in a position, 
either from Manchester or through the Local Authori¬ 
ties, to have the cows inspected by a veterinary Burgeon 
at slaughter. 

In a number of recent cases the farmers have informed 
the Grading Officer of the condition of the animal before¬ 
hand, so that the cow has been graded according to its 
condition. Steps have been taken to have the cow 
slaughtered locally under the supervision of the authori¬ 
ties. The farmer, under these circumstances, only 
receives the maximum value of such portions of tne car¬ 
case as are passed as fit for human consumption. 

Tuberculous Milk . 

During the year 330 samples of milk have been col¬ 
lected by the Food and Drugs Inspectors in connection 
with Tuberculosis. Of this number, 311 were collected 
at the railway stations, and the remaining 22 from carts 
coming in by road. In addition, 35 individual samples 
of milk have been obtained by the Veterinary Surgeon 
from cows at various farms within the City. The num¬ 
ber of farmers represented in the total is 365. 

Of these 365 farmers, 35 reside in the City, and 4 (11*4 
per cent.); 192 reside in Cheshire, and 26*(l3‘54per 
cent.); 43 live in Derbyshire, and 4 (9 3 per cent.); 23 
live in Staffordshire, and 1 (4*3 per cent.); 34 live in 
Lancashire, and 4 (11*7 per cent.) sent tuberculous milk; 


4 live in Yorkshire, Westmoreland, and Cumberland, 
and none of them sent tuberculous milk. 

The following table of samples submitted in connec¬ 
tion with the Manchester Milk Clauses summarises the 
work of the year 1917 :— 

Specimens of mixed milk taken at the station 311 
Specimens of mixed milk elsewhere (for administra¬ 
tive purposes) 22 

Found to contain tuberculous infection : Station 30, 
elsewhere 3. In addition, 29 control samples 33 
were taken at the stations and elsewhere, 12 of 
which were proved capable of causing Tuberculosis. 
Farms visited in consequence. Of these, 5 belonged 


to the year 1916. 38 

Specimens taken from individual cows as the result 
of following up station and other samples 125 

Milks from individual cows proved to be tuberculous 
out of those given in the preceding column 26 

Udders proved to contain tuberculous lesions 26 

Milks taken from individual cows as the result of 
notification or otherwise than owing to the pres¬ 
ence of tubercle bacilli in mixea milk. This 
relates to City Farms. 35 

Udders in last column shown to be tuberculous by 
bacteriological examination. This relates to City 
farm 8. 4 

Submitted for examination 522 

333 mixed samples—primary. 29 mixed 
samples—controls. 160 individual cows. 


From particulars supplied by farmers, 258 of whom 
replied to our queries, we find that on these farms there 
were 5,221 cows, or an average of 20*23 cows per farm. 

Reference to the above tables will show that the per¬ 
centage of farmers whose milk was examined, and who 
were found to be sending tuberculous milk, was 10*13 
per cent. It will be seen that since 1915 there is a de¬ 
cline. This is all the more satisfactory when the diffi¬ 
culties as to food for cattle are taken into consideration. 
The country farmer, no less than the city farmer, was 
greatly hampered in 1917 by the great shortage of feed¬ 
ing stuffs for cattle. They had to rely very largely on 
their own resources for whatever corn was fed to the 
cattle. Many farmers have experienced a shortage of 
hay. Straw had to be fed to cattle in considerable 
quantities. 

Visits were paid to 38 country farms from which 
tuberculous milk was being sent into the City. The 
herds on these farms numbered 1820. 10 farms were 

visited twice owing to the control samples proving tub¬ 
erculous, whist one farm was visited four times before 
the animal concerned was discovered. 26 cows were 
proved to have tuberculous lesions in their udders; 25 
of these were slaughtered, and one remains to be slaugh¬ 
tered. 

The farm, which was visited on four occasions before 
the animal was discovered, had a herd of 12 cowb. On 
the first visit three samples of milk were obtained, all 
of which gave negative results. It should be noted here 
that all the cows were first milked down to the strip¬ 
pings, only the strippings being drawn for the samples. 
A control sample of mixed milk proved positive. A 
second visit was paid in conseauence, and three samples 
of milk were obtained from three other cows. Thew, 
likewise, proved negative. These samples were obtained 
as described above. A second control sample proved 
positive. The farm was visited a third time, when a 
mixed sample from every two cows was ^obtained—one 
of these gave a positive result. One of the two eows 
whose milk formed this positive mixed sample was sam¬ 
pled on the first visit, and gave a negative result In 
this third instance be it noted the animals were not 
milked prior to the samples being obtained, but the 
milk sampled and tested was the first milk drawn from 
the udders. A mixed sample from two of these cows 
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was found to be positive. A fourth visit was paid, and 
two individual samples of milk were obtained from the 
two cows the mixed sample from which had proved to 
contain tubercle bacilli. The cow from which a previous 
sample of milk strippings had been obtained with neg¬ 
ative results gave a positive result with the first milk 
drawn from the udder. It can only be concluded from 
this that the tuberculous lesion discharged itself in the 
first milk drawn from the udder, whilst the strippings 
were free from tuberculous infection. 


STATUS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 

Sir,—Whilst there is much that is good in Mr. Squair’s 
letter, I feel that a protest should be made against the 
insinuations made by him in the following sentences :— 
11 How many public schoolboys have the courage to enter 
the profession ? or having entered it, have the guts to 
become successful veterinary surgeons I —very few. in¬ 
deed.” Mr. Squair forgets the reference by a noted man 
to “ The playing fields ” of the schools. The records of 
Marlborough, Eton, Rugby, Rossall, Tettenhall, Mill 
Hill, the various Grammar schools, the Scottish schools 
etc., will prove that whatever other virtues may have 
been lacking, pluck, courage, and resource have been out¬ 
standing features in the public schoolboy. A great many 
men from these schools have been first rate horsemen, 
seamen, soldiers, explorers, and the number of men who 
have led in art, science, commerce, law and literature is 
quite marked, and in many cases well known. I do not 
believe, after over quarter of a century’s experience, that 
any special virtues or any remarkable display of pluck 
is necessary to become a successful veterinary surgeon. 
Just the old virtues are required—patience, perseverance, 
assiduity and brains. Toe rewards are not great but 
the life has its compensations. Greed and avarice often 
produce better material results than open mindedness 
and open handedness, but the latter type of gentleman is 
the more worthy. There is much in the view that a 
man is largely what he makes himself—“ When the stu¬ 
dent of veterinary science essays to enter into compan¬ 
ionship with men learned in law, medicine and theology 
he owes it to them and to himself to make himself 
worthy of that companionship.”—Yours faithfully, 

G. Mayall. 


boy has not the courage to enter the veterinary profession, 
or entering it has not the guts to become a successful 
veterinary surgeon. The obvious inferences here are 
that the public schoolboy has less courage and strength 
of will than the youth of inferior education, and that 
success in one or other of the numerous branches of the 
veterinary calling is in inverse ratio to youthful social 
advantages and scholastic attainments ! Carried to a 
logical conclusion Mr. Squair’s doctrine would seem to 
imply that it needed more courage to become a dustman 
than a Lord Chief Justice, or a knackerman than a med¬ 
ical officer of health. And this reminds me of the axiom 
that “To be ignorant of dike’s ignorance is the malady 
of the ignorant.”—I am, Sir, Your obedient servant, 

“ Watchman.” 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 
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Chadwick, J. B, d.v.h.. Manchester 1 l 0 

Edwards, W. W. H., Ludlow, Salop 1 1 0 

Evans, E. P., Cardiff 1 1 0 

Green, W. G., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Harris, P. J., Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Hodgman, J. A., Barnsley, Yorks 1 l 0 

James, W., Llanybyther 10 0 

Nye, S. H., Loughton 1 l 0 

Walker,G.K., c.i.e., o.b.e., Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. 110 
Ward, J. A., Capt. r.a.v.c. 2 2 0 

Wright, J. H., Major r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 
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Sir,—There is some unconscious humour and con¬ 
siderable naiveti in Mr. Chas. A. Squair’s attempt to 
divert attention from the central theme—the relative 
veterinary status—by writing a dissertation on “ guts.” 
My letter did not reflect on the standing of the individ¬ 
ual, and in those circumstances Mr. Squair’s personality 
surmises and deductions are indications that he has not 

S >t mastered the ethics of journalistic controversy 
oreover, in his haste to become personal he has buried 
himself in the morass of a loose premise, namely, that 
those who take a somewhat pessimistic view of the 
relative veterinary status are mere local nonentities who 
have failed to gain the confidence and friendship of the 
washed and unwashed of Corngate. Cowdale, Cottonville, 
Whippetfield, Whitechapel, or wnerever they may be 
located. Mr. Squair will perhaps correct me if I am 
wrong, but I seem to have an idea that General Sir 
Frederick Smith, in a paper read before the Society of 
Arts last December, mentioned that a certain Roman 
general placed it on record that in Italy the treatment 
of animal diseases was regarded as a mean and con¬ 
temptible occupation. Sir Frederick added that al¬ 
though 1500 years had elapsed since the Roman general 
pronounced judgement, public opinion had undergone 
very little change in this respect. 

Not content with one faulty premise Mr. Squair pro-, 
ceeds to lay down a second thuswise: The public school- ] 


Dr. Clement Stephenson’s Will— 

The Bequest to Armstrong College. 

On Tuesday, Gth, in the Chancery Division,|Mr. Justice 
Astbury decided a point arising out of the will of the 
late Dr. Clement Stephenson, of Newcastle. The 
plaintiffs were the trustees of the will, the defendants 
being the Armstrong College and the Victoria Veteri¬ 
nary Benevolent Fund. 

Mr. Lavington, for the trustees, said that the point 
was whether or not the Armstrong College took a share 
in the residuary estate of the testator. This estate was 
very considerable. The testator left £5000 to the 
college, to build laboratories in connection with agri¬ 
culture. But, in fact, the testator paid the college that 
sum during his lifetime, thus rendering the legacy not 
payable. The will gave the residue to be divided pro¬ 
portionally amongst the various institutions “to wnich 
1 have bequeated legacies,” and thus the question arose 
as to whether the College shared inasmuch as it had not 
actually received a legacy but had been paid in the 
testator’s lifetime. 

His Lordship held that, upon the clear intention of 
the testator, the college was entitled to participate in 
the bequest of the residue. 

The trustees are Dr. Page and Mr. J. D. Walker — 

Newcastle Daily Chronicle . 
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ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Having been nominated as a candidate for Council 
at the forthcoming election, I venture to ask the 
hospitality of your columns to allow me to briefly 
state my views on one or two of the questions now 
before the profession. 

In the first place I may state that I lay claim to 
a more than average acquaintance with the practical 
politics of our profession, as 1 was for fifteen years 
Hon. Secretary of the Lancashire V.M.A. and for 
the past nine years have also been Hon. Secretary 
of the National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual 
Defence Society, and it is scarcely necessary for me 
to add, have always been extremely jealous of the 
welfare and good name of our profession. 

I feel, however, that the whole question of vet¬ 
erinary politics is rapidly approaching a very critical 
position, which requires very careful handling at 
the present moment, as any diplomatic mistakes 
are likely to lead to far-reaching consequences in 
the future. 

The whole legislation is at present under revision 
and some of the measures of reform, or shall I say, 
reconstruction, are bound to affect us intimately. 

The Public Health Bill for instance, has passed 
its second reading in the House of Lords, and will 
in a few days secure the Boyal approval. This 
measure sets up an entirely new authority, with 
perhaps, powers so far-reaching as to be compared 
to those conferred under D.O.R.A. It is not poss¬ 
ible at the present to venture a forecast, but that it 
will very materially affect the veterinary profession 
may be accepted as a certainty. No Public Health 
Service can be complete without the fully trained 
veterinarian, and it is now generally admitted, but 
unfortunately the public are not yet acquainted 
with the full extent of our utility. 1 am therefore 
in favour of a vigorous policy to secure full recog¬ 
nition of our profession and an adequate protection 
of our interests, and to this end will support any 
effort which may be put forth to obtain represen¬ 
tation on the Council and Consultative Committees 
to be formed under the Bill. 

The question of fees and salaries paid by public 
authorities requires early review, as a great majority 
of the veterinary surgeons concerned are quite in¬ 
adequately remunerated for the services they render. 
As a general practitioner I am naturally familiar 
with the problems they have to face, and shall at 
all times watch their interest. 

The Master Farriers' Bill is, for instance, in my 
opinion, directly designed to attack the rights and 
privileges of our calling and requires closely watch¬ 
ing. 

I am a strenuous supporter of the maintenance 
of a high standard of education, both preliminary 
and professional, for the training of our students, 
and will at no time oonsent to any relaxation of the 
high standards aimed at; indeed, if the profession 
is to make any real advance it must be prepared to 
accept its responsibilities in this respect. 


It is not possible in a necessarily short address 
to state one's views fully, but if fortunate enough 
to be elected by my professional brethren, they may 
be sure that I belong to no clique or faction, and 
they may rely on my faithful and disinterested 
service on their behalf. 

G. H. Locks, m.r.c.v.b. 


The R.A.V.G. Comforts Fund. 

List of Subscriber* since those published in the “ Veteri¬ 
nary Record ” of March 8th. 

Per Maj. W. Logan, r.a.v.c., from personnel 
Div. Vety. Hosp., St. Albans £25 0 0 

Per Capt. C. W. Cartwright, r.a.v.c., 

Dyserth, Flint 110 

Pet Col. R. II. Holmes, c.m.g., r.a.v.c., Dub. 172 0 0 
Per Lt.-Col. F. C. O’Rorke, c.m.g., from 
Canteen Funds of No. 8 Vety. Hosp., 

Army of the Rhine, B.E.F. 5 0 0 


£203 1 0 

Per Col. R. H. Holmes, c.m.g. : 

£5 5 North of Ireland Vety. Medical Asssociation. 

£5. B. Nugent. Esq ; R.A.V.C. Reg. Inst., Curragh. 

£3. Col. J. Reilly. 

£2 2. J. H. McCrea, m.r.c.v.8. ; Capt. E. C. Winter, 
r.a.v.c. ; J. J. Ross, Esq. 

£2. J. Fox, Esq.; J. P. Arnold. 

£1 3 6. J. Laverty, Esq. 

£1 1. W. H. Wilkinson, m.r.c.v.8.; W. H. Bradley, 
M.R.c.v.s. ; J. F. Healey, m.r.c.v.8. ; W. T. M. Browne, 
m.r.c.v.8. ; J. H. Carr, f.r.c.v.8. ; J. T. Clinton, 
m.r.c.v.s. : Capt. J. C. Clibborn, r.a.v.o. ; F. Delaney, 
Esq.; F. W. Hart, m.r.c.v.s. ; Prof. J. F. Craig. 

£1. J. Rohan, Esq.; M. Nugent, Esq. 

10/6. J. J. Cosgrove, m.r.c.v.8. ; Capt. J. Purdy, r.a.v.c.; 
Capt.W. F. Morton, r.a.v.c. :Capt. F. Lindsay,R.A.v.c.; 
Capt. J. M. Lund, r.a.v.c. ; Major J. F.Taylor, r.a.v.c 
10/- Mrs. and the Misses Johnstone. £46 17 6 

Per J. Ewing Johnston, Esq., m.b.e., m.r.c.v.s. : 

£31 10. Capt. H. Dixon, m.p* 

£10. Sir Thomas Dixon, Bart.; F. Barbour, Esq.; 

Messrs. Cullen, Allen & Co., Ltd.; S. Kelly, Esq. 

£6. H. McKeag, Esq.; Sir R. Liddell; H. Musgr&d, 
Esq., d.l. ; J. B. Morrison, Esq.; T. Somerset, Esq.; 
J. M. Johnson, Esq. 

£3 3. The Co-operative Baking Society, Ltd. 

£3. Messrs. Hugh Craig «fc Co. 

£2 10. The Belfast Master Horseshoers' Assoc. 

£2 2. E. C. Smith, Esq.: C. B. Smith, Esq. 

£2. Messrs. M.Gowan & Magram; T. B. Donnelly, Esq. 
£11. J. B. Dunlop, Esq. 

£1. Mrs. H. Barbour ; The Countess of Shaftesbury ; 

J. Dunlop, Esq. ; T. Wilson, Esq. 

12/- T. G. Connery, Esq. 

10/- W. Gregg, Esq.; J. Ross, Esq., jun.; Messrs. 
Morton, White & Craig. 

5/- J. Millar, Esq.; Messrs. Hall and Arbuckle ; J. M. 

Caughey, Esq. £126 7 

2/- Mrs. E. Irvine. 

Total amount of Subscriptions £172 4 6 
Postage, etc. 4 0 


Amount sent to the Hon. Secretary, 

R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund £172 0 0 

In addition to the above, T. E. McConnel, Esq., j.p., 
presented a cheque to Mr. Ewing Johnston, value 
£31 10, to pay printing expenses in connection with 
the R.A.V.C. Comforts Funcf Ballot. 
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ARMY VETERINARY 8ERVICE 


Ancient breeds in Sheep. 


Windsor Castle, May 3rd. 

His Majesty held an Investiture at Buckingham 
• Palace at 11 .o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

* * * * 

Lt.-Col. Max Henry, Australian Army Veterinary Corps 

The King then conferred decorations as follows :— 
The Military Cross. 

* * * * 

Capt. Reginald Vickers, Canadian Army Veterinary 

Corps. 


Extracts from London Gautte 

War Orncx, Whitehall, April 30. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. E. A. Watson ceases to be 
seed, for duty with the War Office (Mar. 21). 

May 2. 

Temp. Qtnrs. and Lta, R.AV.C., to be Capts., under 
Art. 330, R.Wt. for Pay and Promotion (Apr. 21) 

T. E. Clarkson, J. R. Devereaux. 

May 5 

Temp. Capt. C. W. B. Sikes relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to beempld. as D. A.D.V.S. (Apr. 17). 

The surname of Capt. A. Monro is as now described, and 
not as in Gazette of April 28. 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

May 2. 

M^j. (temp. Lt.*Col.) A. W. Mason, o.b.e.. F.R.c.v.s.(ret. 
t.f.X is retired, having attained the age limit (May 3), 
and retains the rank of Lt.-Col., with permission to 
wear the prescribed uniform. 

May 3. 

Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) E. W. Parks, relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to be empld. (April 2); 
Capt. (actg. Msu ) J. Adamson, m.c., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Mu. on ceasing to be empld. (Mar. 29); 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) P. Abson, relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Mar. 28). 

May 5. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) J. A. Dixon, (t.f.,) relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 9); 
Capt. (temp. M^j.) J. L. C. Jones, (t.f.,) relinquishes 
the temp, rank of Maj. on oeasing to be empld. (Apr. 9). 


Personal. 

Hill. —On the 1st May, 1919, at 2 Inglia Road, 
Addiscombe, to Kathleen Elise, wife of Captain W. 
Roy Hill, R.A.V.C.—a son. 


OBITUARY. 

A; W. Bland, m.r.c.v.s., Scunthorpe, Lines. 

Graduated N. Edin: 21st Dec., 1891. 

Mr. Bland’s death occurred 1st May. 


Professor Cossar Ewart, who, it will be remembered 
is Hon. Member of the National V.M.A., contributes 
an article on the intercrossing of sheep to the current 
Journal of the Scottish Board of Agriculture, from 
which the following extract is taken :— 

“ Of all the sheep now living in the British Islands, 
the sheep marooned on the small uninhabited and rarely 
visited island of Soav are the most primitive—they 
probably closely resemble two breeds of sheep introduced 
into Britain about 2000 b.c., namely, a breed (the ewes 
of which had goat-like horns) probably descended from 
the Urial (Ovis Vignei) still found in Central Asia, and 
a breed (the ewes of which are hornless) probably 
descended from the Moufflon still found wild m Sardinia. 
As the Soay sheep consist of two distinct types which 
refuse to blend, they are not likely to be as prepotent 
or as exclusive as the Southdown. In both varieties of 
Soay sheep the wool is very short and fine, but so close 
that they are as hardy as the Highland blackface. Fur¬ 
ther Soay sheep are long-lived, easily kept and very 
prolific—a ewe brought from Soay in 1893 died in 1914 
after rearing her 32nd lamb. Like the Moorit sheep of 
Shetland, Soay sheep have never acquired the habit of 
accumulating fat in the sub-cutaneous tissues—hence 
they are classed with breeds deficient in mutton charac¬ 
ters. In having large horns, long ears and a throat 
fringe, a narrow-arched back and low, narrow shoulders, 
long slender limbs and a somewhat low set on tail, Soay 
rams profoundly differ from plump comfortable-looking 
Southdown rams, obvious products of intensive artificial 
selection. At the end of the Bronze age, herds of the 
Urial-Soay and Moufflon-Soay sheep and of ‘four-horn¬ 
ed ’ sheep occurred in most parts of Europe. Remnants 
of these pre-historic varieties still survived in many 
parts of the Continent during the first half of the nine¬ 
teenth century, but by the end of the century the prim¬ 
itive breeds had been supplanted in most areas by 
improved breeds. At the present day piebald and other 
varieties of ‘four-horned 7 sheep are still preserved in 
private parks, but herds of Neolithic and Bronze age 
sheep of the Urial and Moufflon type are now rarely 
met with, except in outlying or isolated areas, such as 
the Faroes and Iceland, Shetland, Soay and the Isle of 
Man, Brittany, D’ouessant (a small island off the coast 
of Brittany), the Auvergne, the Alpes Maritimes, the 
Ardennes, and certain parts of Russia and Western 
Siberia. The members of the herds in these areas vary 
in make, coat, and colour, but, with few exceptions, are 
characterized by a short tail, fine limbs, and an almost 
complete absence of mutton characters. In the most 
typical members of the herds, the coat usually consists 
of fine wool which varies in colour from fawn to reddish- 
brown—because of the reddish colour of the fleece such 
coloured sheep are often known as Moorit sheep. The 
fine reddish snort wool forming the fleece of some of the 
better bred Moorit sheep corresponds to the fine white 
wool forming the inner coat of wild sheep. We may 
assume that as the coarse hair inherited from the wild 
ancestors was gradually eliminated, the fine wool form¬ 
ing this inner coat gradually became pigmented. If we 
assume further that the least conspicuous individuals 
had the best chance of eluding eagles, ravens, and other 
enemies, we can understand why so many primitive 
‘peat’ or ‘heath 7 sheep are of a fawn or brown colour. 
It may be mentioned that the loss of the coarse hair 
forming the outer coat was due more to changes in the 
environment than to selection by the ancient herds¬ 
man.” 
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Sale of Aborting Cows : 

Testing Cattle for Export. 

At the annual general meeting of the National Cattle 
breeders’ Association, held in London, the secretary re 
ported that a copy of the following resolution, passed at 
the last meeting had been duly sent to the Board of 
Agriculture and acknowledged by that body. 

“That any person who knowingly exposes for sale in 
a public market, within a period of two months, a cow 
or heifer that has prematurely calved, will be guilty of 
a penal offence, and that the Board of Agriculture be 
asked to insert this in a General Market Order, or alter¬ 
natively to grant powers to local authorities to insert it 
in their own market orders.” 

The secretary was directed to ask the Board what 
steps they had taken in connection with the said reso¬ 
lution, or whether or not it would be carried into effect. 

The question of official testing of cattle for tuberculosis 
was fully discussed. A resolution from the English 1 
Aberdeen-Angus Cattle Association was taken to initiate 
a discussion. 

“That the National Cattle-breeders’ Association be 
requested to consider the possibility of securing an offi¬ 
cial test for tuberculosis in this country for all animals 
sold for export, as is already arranged in the case of the 
United States.” J 

Mr Bridges said that when cattle were tested in this 
country and passed for export to South Africa, they 
often arrived there with a high temperature, which 
might last for weeks. In such a case the animal was 


destroyed ; this not only affected the exporter, but came 
back on the vendor as well, because it is not reasonable 
to expect that the prices here would be as good as they 
would be otherwise. 

The Hon. C. B. Portman said there were many objec¬ 
tions to a permanent station for testing, as animals per¬ 
fectly healthy at home might be infected en route. He 
was of the opinion that what was wanted was that an 
official from each country should be appointed to visit 
the farms and test there. It was finally resolved: 

“That a special committee (appointed) be empowered 
to approach the Board of Agriculture and the breed 
societies, and to take any steps that may be deemed 
necessary in order to carry out the resolution mentioned 
above.” 


Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 

The following Donations arc gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged :— 

J. N. Cooper, Capt. r.a.v.c. £l 1 0 

H. Gillmor, Ayr 110 

H. Greenfield, Major r.a.v.c. 1 l 0 

G. Jelbart, Stow-on-the-Wold 1 1 0 

Vety. Officers’ Association, Ireland 2 2 0 

Previously acknowledged 245 3 7 


May 7. £251 9 7 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. | 

Cases | 
Confrmd 

III 

0<\ 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders.f 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(b) 

Swine Fever. 


Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

, 0at . 

breaks 

(*) 

Out¬ 
breaks 
(a) 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

| Out- ; 
[breaks 

(b) 1 

Ani- 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. * 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended May 3 

Corresponding ( I 

week in j }»» 1 

12 


3 

4 



1 

1 

1 2 

114 

201 

2 

50 

15 



12 

14 

19 

2 1 
1 15 

21 ! 



l 

| 1 

1 

85 

47 

58 

143 

85 

82 

2 

6 

2 

49 

69 

123 

16 

33 

446 

Total for 18 weeks, 1919 

Corresponding j 

period in ] jj 16 

| 67 

2 

67 

91 

19 

153 

6 

30 

2717 

| 5359 

209 

472 

164 



116 

243 

220 

130 

278 

291 

1 

24 

13 

11 

21 

37 

20 

62 

2314 

1247 

1220 

1 4446 
2608 

1 2906 

224 

354 

167 

372 

909 

1646 

130 

S77 

5137 


(») Confirmed, (b) Reported bv Local Authorities t Counties affected, animals attacked :—Middlesex 1, Warwick 1 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May r, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended May 3 

f 1918 ... 

Corresponding Week in 4 1917 ... 

[ 1916 ... 



... 

... 



WlTTT ' " i 

... 

... 

••• 

... j 

... 


... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

10 

1 

5 

7 

• •• 

51 

13 

Total for 18 weeks, 1919 

f 1918 ... 

Corresponding period in -I 1917 ... 

1 1916 ... 

... 


... 

... 

1 

1 X 

57 

139 

16 

57 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

... 

... 

1 

1 * 

57 

17 

28 

154 

203 

201 

7 

113 

107 

27 

791 

543 


Department of Agriculture and.Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin^ May 5. 1919 
Note.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infeciian 
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The Council Election. 

During the coming week the Annual Report and 
the voting papers will he issued ; and we shall he 
confronted with the Council election. The present 
liveliness in veterinary politics imparts some interest 
to the election, but fortunately no test question is 
before the electors to give prominence to men of one 
idea. 

It is unquestionable that the profession has 
reached a critical period in its history, and that the 
Council, for years to come, will have onerous and 
difficult duties to perform for us. Present informa¬ 
tion upon some of the obstacles the Council will 
have to face is incomplete, and it is certain that 
the nature of some others is yet unforeseen. Un¬ 
doubtedly we want good men to grapple with them. 

Not a little criticism has lately been passed upon 
the present Council; but it is a question how much 
or indeed whether any of it is just. Most of it 
is merely a symptom of disturbance, and it is 
evident in almost every section of the nation just 
now; there is also the natural, though not always 
reasonable human tendency to abuse those in 
authority whenever times are hard. On the whole, 
the Council have done excellent work for us during 
the recent troublous years; and have secured not a 
few rights and privileges to members which a care¬ 
less or inefficient governing body would probably 
have failed to obtain. A great deal of this is due to 
the exertions of the President and a few others ; and 
we may agree that the less prominent Councilmen 
deserve at least some credit for having ohosen their 
leaders wisely and supported them loyally. It is 
noteworthy that no critic of the Council has any¬ 
thing but praise for its president; and, indeed, there 
is a singular lack of definiteness about almost all 
the complaints we have heard of the Council’s work. 
Most of the suggestions that have been advanced 
for amending it have been equally vague : and some, 
such as the will o’ the wisp of “ district represen¬ 
tation,” are positively mischievous. 

We want a Council of hard workers and level¬ 
headed men, with the energy, knowledge, and pru¬ 
dence to deal with the many difficult questions they 
will have to face. 

A Voice fbom the Past. 

We reprint this week (p. 418) almost in full, the 
remarks of an earlier writer on what is now termed 
“ the status of the profession.” The writer deals 
mainly with one phase of the matter, but his feel¬ 
ing is so much in accord with some of the recently 
expressed ideas, and withal is so thoroughly sound 
that we have no hesitation in re-presenting them to 
our readers. Much has happened within—and 
without—the profession since the article was 


written, but it shows us that there were in that day 
men in the profession whose aspirations for the 
profession were as keen and as sincere as any of 
those of to-day. Since then the advances of the 
profession have placed it more nearly on a level 
with the medical, even though we admit it an 
“ inferior member.” But now, as then, it is the men 
who show intelligence and self-respect who main¬ 
tain, and help to raise the status of the whole body. 

The extract is taken from the Editorial page of 
The Veterinarian for March 1st, 1830,—fourteen 
years earlier than the date of our First Charter— 
it is unsigned, but the title page of the annual 
volume bears the names, as editors, of Messrs. 
Peroivall and Youatt. 


Umbilical Tumour and Funiculitis 
due to Sclerostomes. 

Hartog, in the Tydschrift voor veeartsenykunde , 
reports this case. An eighteen months old gelding 
presented a soft irreducible tumour, the size of a 
turkey’s egg, in the umbilical region. No opening 
in the umbilical region could be perceived. The 
nature of the tumour could not be diagnosed till 
after operation. At the same time the animal 
showed a hard pear-shaped tumour of the size of 
the fist in the left inguinal region. This tumour 
did not extend very high into the inguinal canal, 
and showed no trace of fistula. 

The inguinal tumour was operated upon in the 
classic manner; but, after dissecting the vaginal 
sheath. Hartog found that the epiploon had descend¬ 
ed into the tumefaction. He therefore twisted the 
sheath upon itself with its contents, and applied a 
clamp as high up as possible. 

The umbilical tumour was operated upon under 
looal anaesthesia. An incision was made upon the 
median line, the two lips of the cutaneous wound 
were separated, and the tumour was dissected to its 
base. Although he could perceive no opening in 
the umbilical region, Hartog had the impression 
that the umbilical orifice was not obliterated in a 
normal manner, for a loose depressible tissue existed 
in that place. Supposing that there must be a very 
narrow orifice in the abdominal wall, Hartog applied 
an elastic ligature to the base of the tumour, and 
excised the mass a small distance from the ligature. 
The tumour consisted of a structureless mass of 
gelatinous consistence and brownish colour. In its 
centre, Hartog discovered six armed sclerostomes. 
It is certain that the neoformation must have been 
provoked by the irritation due to sclerostomes. 

After three days the stump of the testicular oord 
was excised below the clamp. Inoising tbe mass, 
Hartog found in it five sclerostomes, several of 
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which were still living. It is to be presumed that 
the funiculitis must have been provoked by the 
presenoe of the parasites .—(Annales de Midecine 
VUirinaire), 

Enterrhaqia from Compression of the 
Portal Vein. 

Provost, an army veterinary surgeon, reported the 
following remarkable case to the Central Society of 
Paris. A four-year-old mare, in rather poor con¬ 
dition, showed colicky symptoms; and the stable 
attendant perceived that during the night she had 
lost by the anus a quantity of blood, which \yas 
estimated at several litres. Upon examination, the 
mare was found to be depressed. The pulse was 
small and imperceptible, the conjunotiva pale, and 
the flanks agitated. The vulva was clean, but the 
margin of the anus was still covered with blood. 
The faeces were hard and blackish. Manual ex¬ 
ploration of the rectum did not reveal the least 
trauma. The haemorrhage did not recur, but the 
ta&re soon died. 

The post-mortem examination resulted as follows. 
When the abdomen was opened, one or two litres 
of red serosity flowed out. The peritoneum was 
inflamed, and was largely separated from its attach¬ 
ments in the region of the right kidney, where it 
formed a capsule filled with pus. There was, there¬ 
fore, a peri-renal abscess, which was regarded as 
due to strangles, and which reached the size of a 
child’s head. The kidney was simply congested. 
The great mesenteric artery was gorged with blood. 
The portal vein was compressed by the abscess, 
which had developed insidiously. The resultant 
venous stasis had produced a haemorrhage at the 
most dependent part of the large colon, in the 
region of the diaphragmatic flexure. The vena cava 
had escaped the compression. 

It is rather interesting to note that, in polygastrio 
animals, abscesses of the kidneys have not usually 
such grave effects upon the portal circulation.— 
Annales de Mtdecine Vettrinaire. 

W. R. C. 


CHARGES OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

Licet omnibus, licet etiam nobis , dignitatem artis 
veterinaria tneri.— Cicero . 

A recent decision in the Court of King’s Bench has 
afforded matter for gratulation to the general prac¬ 
titioners of human medicine. Mr. Handley, a surgeon- 
apothecary, had attended a patient during several weeks; 
and on his bill being demanded, had sent in an account 
of visits and medicines, and the medicines very few in 
number. He affixed no separate price or charge to the 
different items, but placed a sum, and a very moderate 
one, at the bottom of the list. The patient refused to 
pay for the visits; but he tendered the amount of the 
medicines, at the apothecaries’ usual price. The prac¬ 
titioner persisted in demanding the wnole sum, ana, on 
this, issue was joined. 

Lord Tenterden, before whom the cause was tried, 
was of opinion, that on every ground of reason and 
justice,—lor the respectibility of the profession and the 
safety of the patient, —the medical man was entitled 
not only to charge for the drugs he might have occasion 
to use, but to demand a fair remuneration for the 


employment of his time and the exercise of his skill: 
ana the jury gave a verdict for the plaintiff to the whole 
amount. 

The importance of this decision is duly appreciated 
by the general practitioner; not as increasing his 
emolument, for in the majority of cases that will scarcely 
be affected, but as relieving him from many a source of 
annoyance and self-degradation ; as giving a new char¬ 
acter to his profession, and elevating him to a desirable 
and deserved rank in society. 

The veterinary surgeon, although an inferior member, 
yet a member of tne medical profession, is deeply 
interested in this decision. He, too, is, of necessity, a 
general practitioner, for there is and can be no dis¬ 
tinction of surgeon and apothecary among us; and there 
is reason to hope that the dictum of the judge and the 
verdict of the jury would fully reach him. 

What is the usual nature and character of the vet¬ 
erinarian’s practice ? He is consulted respecting a horse 
supposed to labour under some disease. He has one, 
two, or three miles to travel to see him. He finds, on 
examination, that a physic or diuretic ball, with a little 
rest, and a few mashes, are all that is required to restore 
the animal to health and work. But will the price of 
this ball fairly remunerate him for his trouble? Could 
he even get bread for his family? What is the most 
conscientious practitioner to do? He has a right to 
obtain a just equivalent for his attention and advice, 
and how must he obtain it ? Not by doing anything to 
injure or torture the poor animal, but by sending more 
medicine than was wanted, and by doing several little 
thingB that might as well be let alone. What is the 
consequence of this ? The owner sometimes begins to 
suspect that he is making a job of the business ; and he 
becomes discontented, and is loth to employ the surgeon 
another time, and who thus suffers botn in reputation 
and profit. 

IIis bill—what is it ?—why a very fair one in amount; 
scarcely a compensation,—not a compensation for his 
labour and anxiety: but its items are composed of 
moving of plugs, and dressing of blisters, and rubbing 
in of oils, and administering of clysters, and balls, and 
drenches, and lotions, and many such like things, sav¬ 
ouring of the old farrier’s school, and fatal to the 
respectable character we would assume, and to the 
assumption of which we are entitled. 

There are certain broad lines which mark the various 
grades of society, and custom has stamped them with 
authority. This retail way of conducting our pro¬ 
fession,- these worse than chandler’s shop accounts, 
must necessarily exclude us from the circle m which we 
aspire to move ; or if. by courtesy, a few of us should 
be suffered to cross the line, unusual private worth, or 
literary or scientific attainments, must be our passport, 
and that of most precarious tenure and value. 

The medical profession was the last that was recog¬ 
nised. At this, considering the history of early times, 
and the character of the early practitioners, we scarcely 
wonder: nor, perhaps, ought we to wonder or complain 
that its advance in public estimation has been so slow. 
The higher branches of the medical profession have now, 
however, been enabled to vindicate tneir just and natural 
claims. If they have not a legal title to an adequate 
honorarium for the exertion of their skill, common 
consent, more powerful than any written law, has secured 
it them ; and common consent has likewise sanctioned 
their demand to mingle with the noblest of the land. 

The inferior branches of the clerical and legal pro¬ 
fessions have long reposed under the protection of the 
legislature, and of common opinion. To the clergyman 
a vested property has been assigned, of which neglect of 
duty can scarcely deprive him. The solicitor may de¬ 
mand his fee for every visit, and for the most trifling 
advice. Their subsistence is grounded on, or connected 



May 17, igig 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


419 


with, the exercise of their intellectual and moral powers'; 
but the general practitioner was the tradesman still: 
neither law nor custom would grant him aught beyond 
what he could demand as a retailer of drugs; and both 
united to trample upon him and degrade him. They 
made him what ne was, and then condemned and punish¬ 
ed him for being what they bad made him. 

To us, poor veterinary surgeons, from our later emer¬ 
gence from absolute barbarism, and the nature of a 
portion of our practice, and the scandalous imperfection 
of our education, and the rooted and too-well-founded 
prejudices of the community, all this more powerfully 
and more painfully applies ; but the decision in the case 
of Handley v. Henson, so important to the general 
practitioner, gives us likewise the opportunity of liber¬ 
ating ourselves from this thraldom, and that worst 
thraldom of all, a consciousness cf self-degradation. 
Several respectable practitioners have attempted it again 
and again. The accounts which they have delivered to 
their employers have borne considerable resemblance to 
that of Mr. Handley, or have been drawn up in a more 
summary, and a better way : but these spirited individ¬ 
uals have been so opposed by the practice of the gen¬ 
erality of their bretnren, and the prejudice and want of 
principle of some of those on whose animals they 
practised, and the absence of legal authority in their 
favour, that they have been obliged, in a considerable 
degree, to modify, or rather to nullify their plan, and, in 
some instances, to abandon it altogether. 

An opportunity now offers for the profession, by 
general consent, and one simultaneous effort, to rid 
themselves of this source of debasement. Why may not 
the veterinary surgeon's claim, in future, run thus, “For 
medical attendance on such a case, from such to such a 
date ? ” Then the sum,—shall it be arbitrary, or depend 

on the whim and caprice of the moment'? No-while 

we do justice to ourselves let us not be unjust to others. 
At the beginning of our ledgers, or in some place, or 
under some form accessible to our employers, let us have I 
a scale of charges for visits according to the distance, or 
time occupied, and for operations, and manipulations, 
and medicines of all kinds : let an account be entered 
in our day-book of all that we do; and then let the sum 
appended to our demand be the actual sum of what we 
have done, and, as nearly as possible, the sum which we 
are accustomed to charge in our present despicable way 
of doing business. We should then have the satisfaction 
of acting honourably towards others, while we vindicated 
our own honour; and we should have a ready answer to 
give, a ready justification to plead, in those cases which 
too frequently happen to the most scrupulous among 
us—they who have benefitted by our skill afterwards 
refusing adequately to remunerate it. 

We throw out these hints for the consideration of our 
brethren. We have been strenuous advocates for reform 
in veterinary education ; and we now point out a way 
in which veterinary practice may likewise be reformed. 
By their joint influence we might sooner, and more 
generally, occupy our proper rank in society: but this 
we shall never do while we are sent into practice un 
prepared and untaught; and by this vile system of 
charging for balls, and drenches, and dressings; are 
voluntarily and obstinately degrading ourselves. 

“Culp& au4 damnum sentiens, non intelligitur damnum 
pati.” 


Parasitic mange has broken out in the City of Aber¬ 
deen, and the Bills and Law Committee of the Town 
Council have recommended that early notification of all 
suspicious cases be made, and have instructed Mr. 
Marshal), the burgh veterinary surgeon, to take the 
necessary steps to have the disease kept in check or 
eradicated as soon as possible. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(National V.M.A— Irish Branch). 

Ministry op Health Bill, as applied to Ireland. 

Owing to the urgency and importance of this matter 
the president, Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, M.B.E., m.r.c.v.8., 
considered it necessary to call a special meeting of Coun¬ 
cil on 3rd March, to consider the advisability of sending 
a deputation to the House of Commons to interview 
members previous to the Committee stage of this Bill. 
It was unanimously decided to do so, and to submit the 
decision to a general meeting, which was held on the 
10th March. At this meeting, which was well attended 
by members, the action of the Council was enthusi¬ 
astically endorsed, and Messrs J. Ewing Johnston M.B.E., 
m.r.c.v.8., and J. A. Jordan, m.r.c.v.8., were requested 
to proceed to the House of Commons at the earliest 
possible moment, as they were informed the Standing 
Committee entrusted with this Bill was to have their 
first meeting on Wednesday, 12th March. 

In view of this urgency the deputation left on the 
night of the 10th March, and the following day inter¬ 
viewed the members in the House. The Ulster Party 
were most sympathetic, and those who were members of 
the Standing Committee especially Mr. McGuffin, M.P. 
for Shan kill Division Belfast, voiced the claims of our 
profession. 

The following, as it appeared in Hansard on the 13tb, 
and 27th March, gives a full report of the proceedings. 

Mi. McGuffin : Will the words “engaged in" apply 
to veterinary inspectors, who inspect cow sheds ana the 
I condition of milk cows f The production of milk is a 
j very serious matter in reference to safeguarding against 
disease. 

Dr. Addison : This deals purely with training and 
educational matters. The function of veterinary surgeons 
in connection with the administration of Acts of Parlia¬ 
ment is an important measure which will arise when we 
are considering what would be the extension of the 
health service, but is quite a separate matter from the 
functions of the Central Department. Here we are 
dealing with the cognisance which the Department is 
expected to take of the training of persons who will be 
employed on health service, such as midwives, nurses, 
etc., so that the other matter does not now arise. 

Mr. McGuffin : Is it intended that they will have 
such powers 7 

Dr. Addison: There are so many big questions of 
health administration in connection with milk and many 
other matters, which I think would be properly dealt 
with when we have specific proposals, whicn we shall 
have in the near future, put before Parliament in con¬ 
nection with the development of our various health 
services, that I do not think I could usefully say any¬ 
thing on the general question raised here. This relates 
merely to the duties of the Ministry in taking cognisance 
of training. I am in thorough sympathy with the 
general purpose of the hon. member, but if once we em¬ 
bark on discussing individual health services and their 
local administration we shall get outside the intention 
of this Clause. 

Mr. McGuffin : I am not often in the absolute 
unaminity with the Hon. Member for the Falls Division 
of Belfast (Mr. Devlin) in which I find myself this 
morning. I am persuaded that if Ireland had full re¬ 
presentation in the House of Commons it might have had 
a separate Bill. Though legislation by bits is unsatis¬ 
factory, at the same time I cannot see why Ireland is not 
regarded as a special entity in this case, with a Bill 
specially devotea to itself. The Clause says “Six other 
persons having practical experience of matters relating 
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or incidental to.” What interests or institutions the? 
are to represent is the difficulty at the moment and I 
do not think the Attorney-General so far has bron very 
sympathetic with regard to that. I am sure that the 
industrial classes should have representation. The time 
has come when the industrial classes, whose children 
this Bill is specially set up to protect, will insist on 
having adequate representation on any body that is 
going to be appointed. There are many representative 
organisations of labour in connection with Ireland that 
might fairly claim to have representation. < 

There is a matter I raised Before in Committee, and 
on which I was ruled out of order, and that is the ques¬ 
tion of Veterinary Surgeons. In my opinion they are a 
very important oody, and a professional body whose 
status cannot be ignored in this matter. We all feel 
that the very bedrock of this question is the question of 
milk, and I think no men are more competent to deal 
with this matter than the veterinary surgeons. I would 
like, therefore, to have some assurance that, in the selec¬ 
tion of this body, men whose judgment and experience 
are so necessary in guiding us in this matter should not 
be overlooked, and that adequate recognition should be 
given to the Irish Veterinary Association. It would be 
their duty to inspect the cattle for tubercular cases, and 
to see that the milk itself was free from those germB 
which are so insidious, and, in many cases, detrimental 
to the health of the people. I would press upon the 
Attorney-General the desirability of giving us an assur¬ 
ance that the representation of these men will not be 
overlooked in so far as it serves the general public inter¬ 
est. I want to sav that I am absolutely in accord with 
the hoo. member for the Falls Division of Belfast in this 
matter with respect to Ireland, but we feel for the mo¬ 
ment that we are on the horns of a dilemma. We were 
not likely to get a Bill for Ireland at the moment. 
There was not sufficient pressure to produce influence 
enough on the Government. I say it with all respect to 
my hon. friend, we had not sufficient influence to do that. 
I do very mucn regret that there has not been a special 
Bill for Ireland. Had we the pluck and the tenacity of 
the Scottish race, in all probability we would have got 
it, hut, even if the provisions are of a temporary nature, 
now that they are to be set up, we are all hopeful that 
the best result will be achieved, and I am very glad my 
hon. friend is so much in sympathy with the prosecution 
of this measure to a successful end. 

Mr. Samuels : I have to thank the members of the 
Committee for the reception they have given to our pro¬ 
posal. The suggestions which have fallen from different 
non. members will, I am perfectly certain, be carried 
into effect when we are setting up this Council. My 
lonely friend from the Falls Division (Mr. Devlin). 

Mr. Devlin : Not a bit lonely. 

Mr. Samuels: According to certain representations 
he made it would appear as if he had no influence. He 
had a dynamic influence by his amendments on the paper, 
and certainly we did adopt to a very great extent, ana 
were bound to adopt the very valuable suggestions he 
made. As pointed out by my hon. and gallant friend 
(Capt. Craig) it would not be satisfactory to state here 
the names 01 the six persons. We want to have a certain 
elasticity in regard to the composition of the Council, 
and that is why we have largely, if not mainly, adopted 
the suggestion of my hon. friend, the member for the 
Falls Division, to have six instead of three as originally 
intended. If we give a certain amount of elasticity the 
suggestions made by the hon. members, and the hon. 
members for Derbyshire, Edmonton and Leeds, will re¬ 
ceive the fullest consideration, and I hope we shall have 
a full working and satisfactory Council. I think it 
would be most unsatisfactory to suggest names here or 
to suggest the representatives of interests. In this re¬ 
spect! would adopt the views of the right hon. gentle¬ 


man (Dr. Addison) who set his face like flint against the 
representation of any particular interests, because if 
ou do that you will have them round like bees and 
ornets. I can assure the hon. member for the Shank- 
hill Division that his suggestions will be carefully con¬ 
sidered, but I cannot give any undertaking in regard to 
the matters now.” 

On the 28th March the deputation submitted their 
report at a general meeting of the Association, and were 
highly complimented on the success which attended 
their efforts. It was considered however, that in order 
to make it certain it was unanimously resolved. 

“ That this meeting places-on record its application of 
the action of the Government in introducing the Min¬ 
istry of Health Bill, and its application to Ireland. 
Further, having regard to the invaluable assistance here¬ 
tofore rendered by the members of the veterinary pro¬ 
fession to the cause of public health, and to the im¬ 
portant part which they must in the future undertake 
m the matter, would point out the necessity of having 
the words “and a member of the Royal College 01 
Veterinary Surgeons ” added to clause (d) of sub-section 
2 ; and at least one member of the veterinary profession 
on the Irish Public Health Consultative Council; and 
this meeting requests the Government to provide in said 
Bill for such representation. 

That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Prime Minister, Dr. Addison, the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, the Attorney-General for Ireland, and the 
Ulster Members of Parliament.” 

On 18th April a special meeting of Council was called 
to arrange for a deputation to wait on the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland (Rt. Hon. Ian Macpherson, m.p.), and the 
Attorney-General (Rt. Hon. Arthur Samuels, k.c., m.p.), 
on the occasion of their visit to Belfast. The following 
members were appointedMr. J. Ewing Johnston, 
m.b.e., m.r.c.v.8., Mr. J. A. Jordan, m.r.c.v.8., Mr. J. J. 
Ross, m.r.c.v.s., Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r c.v.s., and Mr. 
T. McGuinness, b.a., m.r.c.v.8. 

The City Chamberlain kindly arranged with the Chief 
Secretary for the reception of the deputation ou Thurs¬ 
day 1st May at 12-30 p.m. Accordingly the deputation 
as above constituted, were introduced by the Lord 
Mayor. 

The Chief Secretary after listening most attentively 
to our case expressed himself as being in sympathy with 
our claims, and gave us such assurance that our pro¬ 
fession would be recognised in the Bill which he waB 
contemplating introducing at an early date, as to leave 
no doubt on the minds of all those present that, at least, 
our profession would yet be placed in that position for 
which we have been aspiring, and to which we consider 
we are justly entitled. (See p. 428). 


NORTH MIDLAND VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch.] 

A meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Leopold 
Street, Sheffield, on March 4th. The following members 
were present Messrs W. Collinson, (President) S. E. 
Sampson, R. Hudson, S. H. Nixon, W. Murgatroyd, T. 
C. Fletcher, H. Thompson, and J. S. Lloyd. (Hon. Sec.) 
Mr. J. Malcolm Armfield, Visitor. 

Prior to the meeting the members present were enter¬ 
tained to tea by the Sheffield members. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting having 
been published were taken as read, and on the motion 
of Mr. Hudson and seconded by Mr. Sampson, were 
confirmed. 

The Hon Secretary read the minutes of the Council 
meeting held on February 18th, and on the motion of 
Mr. Hudson and seconded by Mr. Murgatroyd, were 
adopted. 
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dress it regularly as he would if he was forced to effect 
a cure before the horse could be taken out and worked. 

Many members mentioned the difficulty in obtaining 
specimens of the Itch mite from animals affected, ana 
in this connection Mr. Hudson stated that he took the 
scrapings, put them in warm water and washing soda, 
keeping the solution warm for several hours. He then 
put the sediment between slides and examined with the 
microscope, usually with success. 

Mr. Thompson stated that on several occasions he had 
found the mites by the following simple method. He 
took the scrapings, put them in an ordinary glass bottle, 
which he afterwards corked and kept warm for some 
time. This in many instances could oe done by simply 
placing the bottle in the waistcoat pocket and carrying 
it about with him. The mites could then often be seen 
moving up the glass. 

Mastitis in the Cow. 

Mr. Hudson opened a discussion. He said :— 

When asked at the last meeting to open a discussion 
on Mastitis of the Cow, introducing some of the prom¬ 
inent features from the book on that disease by Sven 
Wall, I did not think my task would be very difficult. 
Expecting to find original matter, I thought it would 
be easy to pick it out and place it before you for dis¬ 
cussion, but, so far as Mastitis—leaving out Tuberculosis 
and Actinomycosis, is concerned, I regret to say that I 
found very little that would further our knowledge of 
the disease or help in its prevention and treatment. 

After dealing briefly with the anatomy and physiology 
of the udder, the author describes the udder disease 
which we call Mammitis or Mastitis, under the heading 
Infectious Mastitis, thus regarding all cases as due to 
the introduction of some organism. 

Infectious Mastitis he divides into Parenchymatous 
Mastitis—that in which the teat duct, sinus, gland 
ducts, and epithelium are involved. Interstitial Mas¬ 
titis—when the connective tissue lying between the 
secretory ducts, cells and alveoli are involved. 

Interstitial he further sub-divides into Acute and 
Chronic. 

He then goes on to describe at some length Mastitis 
as produced by particular micro-organisms,—Strepto¬ 
coccus Mastitis, Staphylococcus Mastitis, Coli-bacillus 
Mastitis, Pyo bacillus Mastitis. 

It is better, I think, to disregard the division of 
Parenchymatous and Interstitial, and base our study of 
the disease on the particular organism which may have 
brought it about. I cannot picture in my mind ever 
seeing a case where I could determine either condition 
existing alone, and certainly not where any of the 
organisms the author mentions were present: and on 
reading through the text I have difficulty in seeing 
clearly that the author has found them as well defined, 
separate conditions. 

The presence in the milk of the udder of any of the 
organisms mentioned, would, under suitable conditions, 
soon set up an inflammation, rapidly spreading through 
the epithelium to the surrounding connective tissue. 

Sources of Infection . The author appears to take th e 
view that the milk in an apparently healthy udder is 
always germ free ; though later on (page 66) he contra¬ 
dicts himself by mentioning that he found streptococci 
in what appeared to be normal milk. 

The translator introduces a statement by Ward that 
the healthy udder harbours bacteria throughout the 
whole of its extent. I think that we are bound to accept 
that statement because it is generally held to be true 
by many bacteriologists. 

The ports by which organisms gain entrance, the 
author considers, are openings into the udder,—teat 
orifice and wounds, and tne blood. 


The factors predisposing to a teat infection are drop¬ 
ping of milk from the udder when overdistended, and 
the author considers that a rapidly growing or mobile 
organism could so infect the whole of the milk in the 
udder. Age and chills, he thinks, paralyse the sphincter 
muscle and so allow the organism to penetrate. Intro¬ 
duction by tubes and straws by attendant, and straws 
penetrating when lying down he also mentions. 

The author considers that an organism might grow its 
way along the teat duct if it is virulent enough to exert 
a negative chemiot&ctic action on the leucocytes in the 
duct, and thinks this explains the distinctly contagious 
character of many cases of Mastitis. 

Udder Wounds. Mastitis resulting from these require 
no comment and can be passed over. 

The blood as a port of Infection . The author con¬ 
siders that organisms may be arrested in the udder 
when circulating in the blood stream, either free or car¬ 
ried by leucocytes, the latter dying and leaving the 
organism to carry on and multiply. 

I have often thought that this mode of infection 
might take place in those cases which are so common 
where septic conditions of the womb exist, for in such 
cases it is difficult to imagine the blood being germ-free, 
also it is evident the blood does carry germs from the 
womb—as shown by joint and tendon infecton, lung 
infection, sub-dermal infection. Whatever the partic¬ 
ular organism may be, it does not appear possible 
to determine clinically what symptoms it sets up 
in the udder, so that the microscope would have to 
decide. The author mentions experiments in which he 
injected organisms, but the results are no use for diag¬ 
nostic purposes. 

Treatment. 

Under Strepto-mycosis the author mentions for the 
treatment of general conditions '.—Camphor in V grain 
doses, because it is excreted in the milk (V grain 
probably means V grammes). Antifebrin because it does 
not taste in milk. Glaubers salts. 

For local conditions—milking out and injecting 300- 
500. c.c. of lukewarm, boiled 4% boric acid solution, 
the solution remaining for about four hours. 

Rubbing in a concentrated solution of Iodine as a 
mild irritant for a day or two. 

Drawing the udder twice daily, but not oftener, so 
that the udder may rest. 

If the condition is obstinate, the inflation with air 
inhibits the growth of bacteria. One may combine 
boracic acid solution and air. 

Cutting off the teat. Deep firing. Operative re¬ 
moval of sequestra. 


Mr. Sampson considered that the pathology of these 
cases was not properly understood, as many of them had 
not responded satisfactorily to the treatment generally 
adopted. He would like to be able to treat infectious 
cases of Mastitis by the use of vaccines or Polyvalent 
serum. 

Mr. C0LLIN8ON had tried a vaccine prepared by taking 
one part of the disease discharge ana three of normal 
saline solution. This was treated by warmth, filtered 
and sterilized for ten minutes. He afterwards injected 
10 c.c. hypodermically once daily for three or four injec¬ 
tions. He thought the injection of filtered air, especially 
disinfected by the use of eucalyptus, would be beneficial. 
He did not put much faith in amputation of the teat, 
for the opening to the udder soon became choked up by 
the drying of tne discharge. 

Mr. Fletcher thanked Mr. Hudson for introducing 
the subject. This disease was very rife in his practice 
last season, in August and September. He tonsidered 
“August bags n arose from changes in the milk in the 
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odder due to hot weather. The disease was usually found 
in u lying off” cows. He would very much like to see 
some successful measures brought forward, both for cure 
and prevention. He wondered whether a seal on the 
end of the teat would be of value, or if the change was 
really due to the heat in the milk in the udder. Infec¬ 
tion oy the blood stream was an interesting method of 
infection, but he did not remember a case of such occur- 
ing from disease of the womb. He thought the mam¬ 
mary lymphatic glands would act as a filter. He thought 
some means of prevention would really be of more ser¬ 
vice to the owners of cattle than methods of cure. 

Mr. Hudson thought that if a mixed vaccine was 
prepared from a special case and injected into the teats 
of lying off” cows subject to infection, prevention would 
probably be successful. 

For treatment I have used an autogenous vaccine 
prepared as follows :—Take a quantity of material from 
the udder of an infected cow, and add four times the 
quantity of normal saline solution. Shake well and 
incubate for twelve hours at a temperature of 100 to 110 
deg. Fah. Sterilize by boiling on the water bath for ten 
minutes, and filter through cotton wool put at the bot¬ 
tom of a 2 oz. syringe, making up any loss by an addi¬ 
tion of normal saline solution. Add 5 minims of carbolic 
acid to keep the vaccine. 

Dose. 10 c.c. daily injected into the skin at the front 
of the udder. 

It is probable that better results would be given if the 
dose was gradually increased, but how much increase I 
cannot say, not having had sufficient experience. 

I think that if some treatment were carried out on 
these lines by members of the Society, and the results 
compared, we should have better data to base our line 
of treatment on. If members care to send me materials 
from diseased udders I will prepare the vaccine and 
return it to them for use. 

Mr. Thompson thought that such a vaccine could be 
prepared at the Pathological laboratory at the Sheffield 
University, and suggested that steps should be taken 
by the Association to get into touch with the professor 
in charge of the laboratory to see if he could assist the 
members of the Association in this matter. 

The meeting concluded by a vote of thanks to the 
President for his conduct in the chair. 

J. S. Lloyd, Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch.] 

At a Genera.; Meeting held at the Laboratories of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries at New Haw. Wey- 
bridge, on Friday May 2nd, the President, G. P. Male, 
Esq., in the chair, there were also present, Messrs. 
A. E. Willett, J. W. Willett, Sydney H. Slocock, 
Esmond Brown, P. J. Simpson, (Major r.a.v.c.), G. 
Rees-Mogg, (Major r.a.v.c.), J. Willett (Treasurer), H. 
A. MacCormack, J. W. McIntosh, J. H. Parker, Sir 
6. Stockman, Messrs. J. C. Coleman (Secretary), and 
G. E. King. 

Visitors : Messrs. M. J. Reidy, D. Starkey, G. A. 
Koch, H. Gooch, E. L. Lloyd, W. G. Wragg, F. S. H. 
Fores, O. Knight and A. Norman. 

Minutes of last meeting were taken as read and con¬ 
firmed. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Derbyshire 
Veterinary Association; also one from Live Stock Offices 
Association, re V. S. fees; and an acknowledgement 
from Secretary R.C.V.S. of the resolution sent oy this 
Association at its last meeting. 


The Chairman : At our last meeting Mr Willett was 
appointed a representative to discuss the fees paid by 
insurance companies. Perhaps we had better take this 
letter first. Are there any observations on the letter 
from the Derbyshire Association 1 

Mr. Willett : I quite agree with the last part if it is 
possible to have the fee, but I think the other part is 
rather impracticable. Judges usually do not receive a 
fee, but they usually have their expenses paid. 

The Chairman : I think it should be left to the veter¬ 
inary surgeon himself to decide. Then there is the ques¬ 
tion of the veterinary surgeon who refuses to officiate. It 
would be very difficult to abolish. Perhaps the best 
way will be to acknowledge the letter with thanks. 

Mr. Willeit : And that this Association does not see 
its way to express its opinion in the matter. Personally, 
I think it is rather showing the white feather. It will 
not 8top the patent medicine vendor being there. It is 
perfectly certain they will not lose their revenue. I 
think we as sportsmen should come forward to help 
shows, and help agriculture and the horse breeding 
industry generally, and I think it would look rather baa 
if the profession struck against doing its work unless 
they were paid, and, as Mr. Male says, judges come for¬ 
ward, and I do not see why veterinary surgeons should 
not. Perhaps the best way will be to acknowledge the 
letter and take no action. This was seconded and carried. 

The Chairman : At the last meeting, if you remember, 
we discussed a letter from Mr. Adams on the re-adjust¬ 
ment of fees for the examination of horses for insurance. 
I wrote to the Committee concerned and we appointed 
Mr. Willett to represent us. (The Secretary read the 
reply.) 

The Chairman : We have had a letter sent up with 
regard to the Milk Bill. Evidently the Council are tak¬ 
ing the matter in hand, and although the Committee 
which was appointed to deal with the Milk Bill did not 
meet, another committee was formed. 

The Secretary : I received a letter from the Sanitary 
Institute asking us to appoint a delegate to the Congress 
which will meet from July 28th to August 4th. It was 
too late to put on the Agenda. 

The Chairman : Is it your wish that we appoint a 
delegate to the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute. 
Now that they have started again is it your wish to ap¬ 
point one or two. 

The Secretary : It is rather important just now that 
we should have delegates. 

Mr. Willett : Our debates have always been rele¬ 
gated to the last day and any recommendations to the 
Congress have thus been of little use. I think we 
should make ourselves felt, and if we do make recom¬ 
mendations they should certainly receive consideration, 
and not be dealt with as I was when I represented the 
Central at Cardiff. Other delegates have had the same 
experience as I had—that our recommendations have 
been too late. 

The Chairman : 1 see tnere is a conference of vet¬ 
erinary surgeons. Newcastle-on-Tyne is rather a long 
way, and expensive. I think we should ask the Sanitary 
Institute for some assurance that it is not to be relegated 
to the last day. They don’t do much for us. I think 
we should hold our own in the matter and enter a pro¬ 
test against being served as we have been served in the 
past. 

Mr. Willett : I think we might with advantage ask 
what arrangements will be made if we go; and we might 
provisionally appoint a delegate. I propose we provis¬ 
ionally appoint the President to represent us. 

The Chairman : I was the delegate to the last Con¬ 
gress at Blackpool, and I think it is only right that some¬ 
one else should go this time. I should like to propose 
Major Simpson, he is a man of some leisure and great 
ability. 
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Major Simpson : I think yon ought to have someone 
more in touch with veterinary matters. 

Mr. Willett : It has been proposed that the Chair¬ 
man represent us. (Carried.) 

Mr. Willett : As to the fees allowed. I take it the 
Society pays the expenses—probably two days will be 
sufficient. At any rate none of the previous delegates 
have put in very much for their expenses. It is there¬ 
fore an instruction to the Secretary to write to the 
Sanitary Institute and ask for information. 

The Chairman : The Secretary will write and ask for 
information, and express the wish that it is not held on 
the last day, and any expressions of opinion received 
will have due consideration. We shall hold a meeting 
just before, on July 25tb, and there will then be time to 
consider any reply. We shall have to pay the guinea j 
fee, however, which includes a ticket for the conference. | 

M r. Willett : Leave it to the President and Secretary 
to decide if the reply is satisfactory. I will send the 
guinea when I am satisfied that it is in order. 

Nominations. Mr. Willett : I beg to propose my 
brother. 

The Chairman : Proposed and seconded that Mr. A. 
Willett be a member of this Association. (Carried.) 

Place of next Meeting. Chairman : During the war 
we have held meetings in Reading. Now we could have 
a deviation from that, and perhaps have a river meeting 
at Reading or somewhere on the river. 

Mr. Willett : Reading is easier for most of us to get 
away from. We had two very successful river meetings, 
and the ladies enjoyed them. Perhaps you will leave it 
to the President, Secretary, and Treasurer to fix it up. 

A Member : Don’t forget there will be three Peace 
days in July. 

Mr. Willett : We can either cany it forward or post¬ 
pone it a week, so that it does not clash. 

The Chairman : Perhaps it would be as well to have 
a jollification on one of the Peace days. But if you wish 
we will put it off to a week before or a week after. 

Defaulters. Mr. Willett : I was instructed to write 
to two members, one of whom has not paid his entrance 
fee, and the other his subscription. I wrote to both— 
one sent a cheque, the other no reply. I take it we have 
your permission to strike him off. 

The Chairman : According to the rules of the Assoc¬ 
iation, if a member has not paid his entrance fee for six 
months he ceases to be a member. 

Mr. Willett : As we are getting back to normal times, 
have I your permission to bring forward the names of 
those in arrear up to date—some of the men have been 
serving. 

The Chairman : Very few veterinary surgeons have 
as yet been demobilised. 

Mr. Willett : Is it your wish then to leave them over 
until the end of 1919. 

A Member : Yas. 

The Chairman : In the Report of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons there is a recom¬ 
mendation from the General Purposes Committee that 
a circular letter be sent to all the local Veterinary 
Medical Associations. We have not had this letter yet, 
but by the time we get it, it will be too late to do any 
good. I thought the matter should be brought up to-day 
so that we can deal with it in accordance with the wishes 
of the Royal College in this matter. I take it that it 
means we should approach Members of Parliament and 
ask them to help us with regard to representation on 
this Bill. Perhaps Sir Stewart Stockman will give us 
his views on the matter. 

The meeting resolved itself into Committee to con¬ 
sider this matter. 

Upon the meeting being resumed it was resolved, that 
a resolution be sent to each Veterinary Society, the 
Board of Agriculture, and the Council of the R.C.V.S., 


upon this subject and the wording of same to be left in 
the hands of the President, Secretary, and Msgor Simp¬ 
son, and the Secretary was instructed to forward toe 
same to above-named bodies. 

LESIONS in the DIAGNOSIS op SWINE FEVER. 

By Esmond Brown, m.r.c.v.s. Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When on Monday 
evening I received a copy of the agenda of this meeting 
I discovered that No. 5 was to be a paper on “Lessons 
in diagnosis of swine fever.” Now, tne title I thought 
I had given in my letter to our Secretary was “Lesions 
in the diagnosis of swine fever.” No doubt the defects 
of my handwriting are responsible for the variation, and 
I hope that you do not suspect me of claiming the right 
to stand up before you as a pedagogue whose object is 
to deal out instruction. 

It is not my intention to teach. Swine fever has 
taught me one lesson, and that is that it is not wise to 
be dogmatic over the questions of its diagnosis. 

Any member of our profession who has, as part of his 
work, to deal with the diagnosis of swine fever is at 
times inclined to doubt whether the lesions are really 
very reliable guides. He gets cases where he finds le¬ 
sions which appear characteristic, but where other evi¬ 
dence is againgst swine fever being present. At other 
times he finds all the other characteristics of swine fever, 
but no typical lesions. The discovery that in swine 
fever the actual element of contagion is an ultravisible 
virus, and the relegation to a secondary position of the 
8wine fever bacillus, or Bacillus cholera sms , naturally 
raised doubts as to whether the lesions were as reliable 
a factor in diagnosis as had previously been thought. 
In formal discussion, at any rate, the suggestion is some¬ 
times thrown out that the value of the lesions in dia¬ 
gnosis is very much weakened, because of the possible 
existence of agents other than the ultra-visible virus 
which will prepare the ground, so to speak, for the swine 
fever bacillus to get to work. 

In spite of these doubts, the consideration of large 
numbers of outbreaks of disease in swine, occurring over 
long periods and under divers conditions, and the con¬ 
sideration also of the results of numerous experiments, 
has led to the acceptance of the view that there is a 
specific febrile contagious disease of swine, caused by an 
ultra-visible virus giving rise to fairly characteristic 
though varying clinical symptoms, and associated with 
the formation, in the majority of instances, of recogni¬ 
sable lesions ; and (further, that the occurrence of such 
lesions except as the result of an attack of swine fever 
is so rare that it may be almost disregarded. 

The question as to whether the bacillus cholerse snis 
can set up lesions “on its own,” or with the help of any¬ 
thing other than the ultra-visible virus of swine fever, 
is one for further observation and research, but from 
the practical point of view for present day diagnosis, I 
think that it is well not to attach too much importance 
to it. 

The lesions will remain our best guide, in spite of their 
admitted shortcomings, until something better is given 
to us in the shape of an easily applied reliable test, and 
so far as I know nothing practicable in that direction 
has as yet been formulated. I do not mean to claim 
that swine fever can invariably be diagnosed by the evi¬ 
dence of lesions alone. In this disease, as in most others, 
every available relevant factor should be considered be¬ 
fore a decision is made. 

I will now proceed to a description of the principal 
lesions associated with swine lever ; I shall also refer 
to a few lesions which have, I believe wrongly, been put 
forward as supporting a diagnosis of swine fever, and in 
addition shall call your attention to one or two normal 
anatomical peculiarities which are occasionally mistaken 
for swine fever lesions. 
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In some acute cases of swine fever the lesions are of a 
very vague haracter. and possess small diagnostic value. 
There may be little beyond slight congestion of mucous 
membranes and of some groups of lymphatic glands. 
Cyanosis of the ears and other parts of tbeskin is some 
times present without there being any other lesions. 

Further up the scale come such lesions as petechial 
haemorrhages in various parts of the body, severe con 
gestion of mucous membranes of the stomach and intes¬ 
tines and cedema of the intestines. 

The most characteristic lesions of swine fever, how¬ 
ever, are the necrotic ones, namely the circumscribed 
areas of necrosis called swine fever ulcers, and the diph¬ 
theritic lesion which appears as a film on the surface of 
the mucous membrane, the film when detached by 
washing and manipulation leaving a roughened surface 
indicating some necrosis of the underlying membrane. 
I shall further describe these lesions in referring to their 
regional occurrence beginning with their distribution in 
the alimentary tract. 

An attack of swine fever may lead to ulceration of 
the tongue, but ulceration of the tongue, though signi¬ 
ficant if clinical symptoms of swine fever are present, is 
not in itself very valuable evidence. 

The raucous membrane of the pharynx frequently 
shows signs of ulceration, as also does that of the stom¬ 
ach. Ulceration of these parts may be due to swine 
fever, but I believe that as often as not it may be pro¬ 
duced by other causes, and ulcerative lesions of these 
parts ha we about the same value for diagnosis as ulcer¬ 
ation of the tongue. 

The mucous membrane of the stomach often shows 
congestion. A certain degree of congestion of this mem¬ 
brane may be physiological, and due to digestive activ¬ 
ities provoked by the presence of food. 

Otner common changes to the stomach are acute or 
chronic gastritis, shallow erosions of the mucous mem¬ 
brane, diphtheresis and ulceration as previously men¬ 
tioned. Sometimes there are round button ulcers which 
are indistinguishable in appearance from those found in 
the large intestines in typical cases of swine fever. 
This last type of stomach ulceration I admit carries some 
weight, but on the whole it is well to beware of exag¬ 
gerating the importance of stomach lesions in summing 
np the evidence for diagnosis. The stomach particularly 
is liable to inflammation and ulceration arising from 
causes other than swine fever. 

Passing from the stomach to the small intestines, it 
should be noted that the opening of the bile duct into 
the duodenum may be expected to be found an inch or 
so away from the pylorus. The opening of the bile duct 
is large enough to stand the insertion of an ordinary 
match-stick, and more than once a match-stick has been 
inserted into the opening in order to indicate it as a 
swine fever ulcer. I must hasten to add that that error 
is not of common occurrence nowadays, any more than 
is the mistake of calling the continuation of the oesopho- 
geal mucous membrane over part of the gastric surface 
a swine fever diphtheresis, but as both these errors have 
at times been made I mention them as interesting cur¬ 
iosities rather than as being of serious import. 

The mucous membrane of any part of the stomach 
and intestines may be bile-stained, but bile-staining is 
readily distinguishable from ulceration and diphtheresis 
by the fact that the structures of the membranes are in¬ 
tact and visible. 

Genuine swine fever lesions in the small intestines are 
fairly common, especially in the last few feet of the 
ileum, and the large PeyeFs patch in that position is 
frequently the seat of diphtheritic and ulcerative changes. 
Discrete ulceration is not so common in the small intes¬ 
tines as diphtheresis and necrosis affecting practically 
the whole of the mucous membrane of considerable 
lengths of the bowel 


There is a condition of the small intestine, not due to 
swine fever, which results in very great thickening of 
the bowel, but this thickening, instead of affecting 
principally the mucous and submucous coats as in swine 
fever lesions, is found to be in the muscular layers of 
the bowel wall. It is as though the muscular tissue has 
become hypertrophied in the attempt to overcome some 
obstruction further down. Usually the thickening ter¬ 
minates rather abruptly, and beyond the thickened por¬ 
tion the bowel wall may be thinner than normal, and 
showing perhaps a patch of necrosis of the mucous mem¬ 
brane accompanied by localised peritonitis. Sometimes 
there is actual perforation of the bowel wall at this point 
with escape of ingesta into the peritoneal cavity. This 
condition is not at all rare, it is probably due to some 
form of mechanical injury, and some cases at least 
appear to be due to injury to the bowel done during the 
performance of the operation of spaying. 

Necrotic lesions, not due to swine fever, may be pre : . • 
sent in the small intestine as a result of umDilical or 
scrotal hernia with strangulation. The cause of such 
lesions ought to be apparent to anyone making the pdsU \ 
mortem examination, and the evidence of peritonitis is 
to be noticed both before and after the intestine has be&r f 
removed from the body. 

As a general rule, necrotic lesions of the intestines, 
when accompanied by peritonitis, do not point to the 
presence of swine fever, though exceptionally very severe 
chronic lesions of swine fever may eventually cause peri¬ 
tonitis by extending through the coats of the bowel to 
the peritoneal surface. 

Intussusception of the bowel may be mentioned as 
causing necrosis—I should hardly call this, or eversion 
of the rectum, a swine fever lesion, but both these seem 
to crop up with fair frequency amongst pigs when other 
evidence shows clearly that swine fever exists, and the 
most obvious reason for this is that the disturbed state 
of the intestine due to swine fever favours intussuscep¬ 
tion and eversion. 

I must now leave the small intestine and take up the 
catalogue of lesions as they appear in the large bowel. 
The ileo-ciecal valve, the caecum itself, and the first part 
of the colon are the favourite seats of swine fever lesions, 
and it is here that the most satisfactory post mortem 
evidence of swine fever is to be looked for. 

Besides the usual acute lesions, congestion, and pete¬ 
chial haemorrhages, one may come across larger submu¬ 
cous haemorrhages up to half-an-inch or more across, 
circular in outline, and these haemorrhages may show 
considerable depth or thickness. In some instances 
such comparatively large submucous haemorrhages are 
fairly numerous, and often some necrosis or diphtheresis 
may be found on their surface. It is likely that such 
haemorrhages would have developed into typical circular 
ulcers if the subject had lived longer. 

Oedema of the wall of the emeum and part of the colon 
is a common lesion of swine fever, and I think that it is, 
next to typical ulceration and diphtheresis, of the highest 
diagnostic value. When I claim this I do not refer to 
align oedema, but to a condition in which the thickness 
of the bowel wall is increased to many times the normal, 
and in which the jelly-like oedematous tissue fairly qui¬ 
vers on the piece of bowel being taken in the hands and 
shaken. This severe oedema is more often found in large 
and middle-sized pigs than in very small ones, usually 
signifies a virulent type of swine fever, and in some 
series of connected outbreaks it is the most constant 
lesion ; sometimes as the only change present and at 
other times accompanied by haemorrhages and ulcer¬ 
ation. 

Swine fever ulceration of the large intestine may give 
rise to a variety of appearances. The ulcers usually re¬ 
garded as most typical are those with a circular outline. 
These may be of any size up to that of half-a-crown ; 
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exceptionally, a regular circular ulcer up to the size of a 
five shilling piece may be found. The surface of the 
necrotic tissue is generally raised above the level of the 
surrounding mucous membrane, and it often shows con¬ 
centric sizes. The colour may be anything from dirty 
white or yellow to greenish or brownish black. If the 
animal lives long enough the necrotic tissue starts to 
separate from the normal at the edge, leaving a slight 
gap. Then the necrotic portion or button is shed and 
cicatrisation of the ulcer takes place. The snrface of the 
ulcer is then below that of the surrounding membrane 
and the cicatricial tissue contracting, the normal mem¬ 
brane becomes drawn in a little sometimes irregularly, 
presenting a puckered appearance. The depression may 
become entirely obliterated by the formation of the 
cicatricial tissue, but the cicatrix can be detected by the 
*fact that the intestinal glands are not replaced and by 
the surface of the scar giving a harsh impression on pal¬ 
pation. It has not the velvety feel of normal mucous 
membrane. Often the scar tissue shows a great tendency 
to crack when the bowel is manipulated on post mortem. 

Other shapes besides the circular are often found. At 
the edge of the ileo-caecal valve crescentic ulcers are 
quite common, and irregular ulcers of all sizes may be 
present in the caecum and colon. Sometimes the sur¬ 
face layers of the mucous membrane become necrotic 
over almost the whole area of the caecum and a good 
deal of the colon. Amongst this extensive necrosis, cir¬ 
cular or irregular islands of normal membrane may be 
seen. If the necrotic tissue is shed and cicatrisation 
takes place, these islands appear as elevations surrounded 
by scar tissues. 

Sometimes the changes, although spread over a wide 
surface do not result in a wholesale necrosis and 
shedding, but lead to a thickening and corrugation of 
the mucous membrane, with necrotic points and streaks 
which may become cicatrised. The appearance in some 
instances may be compared with that of the bovine 
intestine in a case of Johne’s disease, though the 
corrugations in swine fever are usually coarser. 

Sometimes the principal lesion of swine fever present 
is a shallow ulceration, a thin layer of necrotic tissue 
having been shed. Often this shallow ulceration iB 
extensive, is irregular in outline, and may show at the 
junction with the normal membrane a distinct black line. 
This type is often referred to as “ black edged ulcer¬ 
ation.” 

Diphtheresis may be found in any part of the caecum 
and colon, and often affects several feet of the intestine. 
In many cases it is present in the caecum, then eighteen 
inches or so of the colon are free, and following this clear 
interval a length of colon shows pronounced diphtheresis. 
Sometimes the only gross lesions of swine fever present 
is diphtheresis of the middle loops of the colon. 

Aaherent bowel contents may at first sight look like 
a diphtheresis, but, after washing, the material comes 
away more easily than a swine fever diphtheresis, and the 
underlying membrane, though it may be mottled through 
irregular pressure, does not show abrasions or necrosis. 

There is a lesion of the large intestine sometimes 
called “ chamois gut,” which may involve several feet of 
the bowel. The wall of the intestine is rather thinner 
than normal, the inner surface is dirty yellow in colour, 
and is harsh and leathery in appearance. In places there 
may be evidence of a deeper necrosis. I am not certain 
as to what position this lesion should take in the diag¬ 
nosis of swine fever. I have known it to occur when 
other evidence of the existence of swine fever has been 
lacking, and when subsequent enquiries at intervals over 
several weeks have failed to bring to light any further 
evidence. On the other hand it sometimes turns up in 
outbreaks where there is more typical evidence of the 
existence of swine fever. It is perhaps a lesion which 


should always arouse suspicion, but one which does not 
justify a positive diagnosis unless the supporting 
evidence is strong. 

Swine Erysipelas. 

An attack of swine erysipelas may produce a kind of 
diphtheresis. 

This usually has a smooth surface, and is bright in 
colour, and the mucous membrane looks as though it 
had been smeared with yellow or green oil paint. 

The question of the existence of swine erysipelas may 
be settled by laboratory methods, but apart from that 
the usual lesions of swine erysipelas may be found else¬ 
where than in the bowels. If there is other evidence of 
the existence of swine erysipelas the appearance which 
I have just mentioned should be looked upon as further¬ 
ing a diagnosis of erysipelas rather than as pointing to 
swine fever. At the same time, intestinal lesions due to 
swine erysipelas do undoubtedly add much to the diffi¬ 
culties connected with the diagnosis of swine fever. 

I will now take up the question of tubercular ulcer¬ 
ation of the intestines. It is sometimes assumed that 
when a pig is the subject of extensive tuberculosis any 
intestinal ulceration must be due to tuberculosis and 
not to swine fever. Sometimes ulceration of the intes¬ 
tine is diagnosed as tubercular on account of the crater¬ 
like shape. In individual cases the matter may be 
settled by bacteriological and histological examination. 
Bacteriological examination alone may mislead in cases 
where, apart from the ulceration, there are extensive 
tubercular lesions of other parts. I shall not go further 
into the methods by which individual cases may be de¬ 
cided, because this paper is written mainly from the 
viewpoint of the man who makes post mortem exami¬ 
nations in the field, without elaborate accessories. 

Tubercular ulceration of the intestine of the pig is not 
of common occurrence. Swine fever ulceration is. Tuber¬ 
cular ulcers when present are more likely to be found in 
the small intestine than the large) while the reverse is 
true of swine fever ulcers. The crater-like shape of 
some ulcers may make one think of tuberculosis, DUt a 
deep swine fever ulcer, after the greater part of the ne¬ 
crotic tissue has been shed may show a comparable 
appearance. 

I think I have said enough to suggest that when ulcers 
are present in the large intestine of a pig, even though 
the animal may show undoubted tubercular lesions else¬ 
where, it is well not to dismiss the case as one of tuber¬ 
culosis only without considering very carefully the possi¬ 
bility of the co-existence of swine fever. 

I have not much more to say about the c<ecum and 
colon, except to mention a few points which should be 
borne in mind when one is making a post-mortem exami¬ 
nation on an animal suspected of being affected with 
swine fever. 

Around the ileo-caical valve are a number of intestinal 
glands or follicles opening on to the surface of the mu¬ 
cous membrane. These often become plugged with a 
cheesy material, and the mouths of the glands with the 
ends of the plugs showing certainly bear, at first sight, 
some resemblance to swine fever ulcers. The plugs can, 
however, be easily pressed out with the thumbs. The 
gland mouths may then appear rather gaping, bnt neither 
the plugs nor the gaping mouths have anything to dd 
with swine fever. 

An inch or two away from the ileo csecal valve are to 
be found patches of intestinal glands, generally more or 
less circular in shape, and the patches are usually slightly 
raised above the surrounding membrane. In cases of 
swine fever they are often involved in necrotic lesions, 
but they are not themselves lesions, but normal struc¬ 
tures. 

Scattered up and down the large intestine are numer¬ 
ous solitary glands or follicles, and these may become 
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elevated and be plugged with cheesy material in the 
same wav as the larger glands around the ileo-caecal 
valve, and they are often especially prominent in the lat¬ 
ter part of the colon and in the rectum. I do not think 
there is any association between swine fever and the 
prominence of these glands. 

Occasionally the solitary follicles show a little necrosis 
around their mouths. This may be due to swine fever, 
sometimes it is seen in cases of swine erysipelas, but 
such slight necrosis may occur independently of either 
disease. 

If a pig has been dead for some time before exami¬ 
nation is made the mucous membrane of the intestine 
may be discoloured by post mortem change, and some¬ 
times gas bubbles are formed under the membrane. 
Allowance should be made for what may have happened 
after death, when considering the appearance of the 
intestine. 

In many pigs the intestinal mucous membrane is 
naturally pigmented, but the pigmentation ought not to 
be mistaken for a swine fever lesion. 

I must ask for your forbearance for few moments 
longer while I mention a few lesions to be found in 
parts of the body other than the alimentary tract. 

Cyanosis of the skin I have already referred to. It is 
not peculiar to swine fever. 

Areas of necrosis may be found in almost anv position 
on the skin. Those which bear most resemblance to 
swine fever ulcers are usually in the under part of the 
body, where the skin is thinner. The skin inside the 
prepuce sometimes shows quite a crop of small ulcers. 
Skin ulceration may sometimes be due to swine fever, 
but it has not much diagnostic value. 

In acute cases of swine fever there are often petechial 
haemorrhages on the epiglottis, in the kidneys, and in 
some cases in the bladder also. 

With regard to haemorrhages, particularly petechial 
haemorrhages of the epiglottis and larger haemorrhages 
in the heart wall, it is worth remembering that 
slaughtered animals may show a few recent haemorrhages 
irrespective of any diseased condition, the haemorrhage 
occurring in the death throes. 

Sub-endocardial haemorrhages are very commonly to 
be found in animals slaughtered by bleeding. 

Congestion of the lungs, and pneumonia, the latter 
often of a dry necrotic type, are frequently to be found 
in pigs affected with swine fever. Necrotic pneumonia 
should always rouse suspicion, though if a number of 
pigs are available for post-mortem examination and all 
show pneumonia of this type without any intestinal 
lesions it may be Bafe to assume that swine fever is not 
present, but even then it is better that any surviving pigs 
should be kept under observation for a time. 

That concludes my account of the lesions. To keep 
the paper within limits I have had to cut out many 
details, and it has been impossible to give a description 
of the appearances of the manifold forms in which swine 
fever may declare itself in the way of lesions. 

My efforts will now be supplemented by a selection of 
lantern slides prepared by Mr Norman, Chief Laboratory 
Assistant here. Also, in the Museum, there are a number 
of preserved, and more or less fresh specimens which 
will be available for your inspection if there is time 
after the more formal part of the meeting is over. 


At the termination of his paper Mr. Brown gave an 
excellent display on the screen of many lesions which he 
had mentioned in his paper. 

The President proposed a most hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Brown for his very excellent paper and illus¬ 
trations, and that the discussion should be deferred un¬ 


til our next business meeting, as in the short time left 
at our disposal, full justice could not be rendered. 

The Secretary seconded, and it was carried with 
acclamation. 

Sir Stewart Stockman then gave a most interesting 
cinematograph show, of horses affected with parasitic 
mange, and their treatment with the spray. Also, some 
cases of “Scrapie ” in sheep. This disease is prevalent 
in the North country, but Sir Stewart informs us that it 
has not existed in the South for 100 years. 

This concluded one of our most enjoyable of meetings, 
and the President thanked Sir Stewart on behalf of the 
Society for his kindness in inviting the Society to the 
laboratory, and the very interesting subjects which he 
had illustrated on the screen. 

J. C. Coleman, Hon. Sec. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

To the Editor of u The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—The contents of your “Correspondence Columns” 
during the past few weeks I have read with interest, 
and although I may be severely criticised for entering 
into the discussion, being a student, I will excuse my¬ 
self on the plea that the Public Schoolboy has been 
attacked, and intends to retaliate. 

Mr. Squair asks:—“ How many public schoolboys 
have the courage to enter the profession ? or having en¬ 
tered it, have the ‘guts* to become successful veterinary 
surgeons 1 ” He is of opinion that there are very few. I 
have summoned up enough courage to endeavour to en¬ 
ter it, and could enumerate quite a number of others, 
including a brother, who have taken the degree. 

I consider that to be a successful veterinary surgeon, 
financially and socially, a man requires to be well- 
educated and have plenty of tact, as he is brought into 
contact with so many different classes of humanity, but, 
he should bear in mind that to be pleasant with a man it 
is unnecessary to adiourn to a public-house and make 
yourself ‘cheap.’ That is how so many lose any respect 
that might be due to them. Also it is desirable always 
to remember that “Familiarity breeds contempt.” 

There are two classes of public schoolboys—Gentle¬ 
man and Snobs. The latter will never be successful as 
doctor, barrister, veterinary surgeon or anything else ; 
the former, if he is keen enough to undertake veterinary 
surgery will put up a jolly good fight to make it a suc¬ 
cess. 

I feel confident “Dagonet” need not fear that veteri¬ 
nary surgeons will be done without if they ask for a 
reasonable remuneration for their services. Insurance 
companies may dispense with V.S. Reports, but time 
will bring them to a more reasonable state of mind if 
what I have seen is the case generally. 

Undoubtedly, if members were to combine, and not 
endeavour to “ cut one another’s throats ” they would 
receive greater respect, and at the same time be able to 
fight the “ Patent Medicine man.” 

There is no doubt in my mind that in order to 
establish such a brotherhood every Veterinary School 
should have its Students’ Club where social intercourse 
micht be cultivated by members of the different years, 
ana this should at the same time afford an opportunity 
to the less fortunate ones to self-educate themselves, 
and thus raise indirectly the future standard of the 
profession.—Yours faithfully, 

L. St. Bel Golledge, Class “D” 
Royal Vety. Coll.: N.W. 

May 5th. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
Fellowship Diploma. 

A meeting of the Board of Examiners for the Fellow¬ 
ship Diploma was held at the College, 10 Bed Lion 
Square, London, W.C., on Saturday, May 10th, 1919. 
Four entries were received and the following candidates 
were successful:— 

New Regulations. 

Capt. Thomas Michael Doyle. Tropical Medicine. 
Them : “ Piroplasmosis.” Examiners Capt. J. T. 
Edwards, B.Sc., and Professor J. Macqueen. 

Capt. George Church Lancaster. Veterinary Surgery. 
Thesis : “Gunshot Wounds in Animals and their Treat¬ 
ment.” Examiners Professor J. Macqueen, and Mr. 
J. Malcolm. 

Old Regulations. 

Capt. Alexander Taylor, m.a.; Examiners : —Professor 
J. Macqueen, Messrs. J. Malcolm and W. Woods. 

W. J. Mijlvey, Chairman. 
Fred Bollock, Secretary. 


Personal. 

Mr. P. Q. Bond, m.r.c.v.s., at Plymouth Institution 
recently gave two lectures on “ Men of the South Hams.” 
The first dealt more particularly with those who in the 
past had played an important part in local and national 
affairs, while the second was devoted to South Hammers 
who had rendered noble service in Empire building. 

The lectures were much appreciated by large audiences 
and were illustrated by fifty lantern pictures. Mr. Bond 
who has a wide knowledge of most matters appertaining 
to the history of the West of England, presented to the 
Institution an album of pictures of the many ancient 
houses he had described. 

Mr. G. Gaib, j.p., M R.c.v.8., Conon Bridge, has been 
elected on the Ross-shire Education Authority (Mid 
Ross Division). He headed the poll of the seven mem¬ 
bers elected. The successful candidates included two 
Medical practitioners, a Minister of Religion, two Pro¬ 
prietors, and a Farmer. There were eleven unsuccessful 
candidates.— The Ross shire Journal. 


Deputation of V.M.A. to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland. 

The second deputation, representing the North of 
Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, consisted of 
Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.e., m.r.c.v.s. ( president of 
the Association); Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r.c.v.s. ; Mr. J. 
A. Jordan, m.rxw.s. ; Mr, Thomas M’Guinness, b.a. 
m.r.c.v.s. ; and Mr. J. J. Ross, m.r.c.v.s. 

In the course of their speeches the members of the 
deputation pointed out that as an Association they felt 
the Ministry of Health Bill was one which vitally affected 
the profession, and that the duties devolving upon them 
as veterinary officers would be of an onerous and respon¬ 
sible character. It had now been conclusively proved 
that disease had been conveyed from the farmyard to 
the consumer in consequence of the ailment from which 
the animal Buffered while alive, and it had also been 
proved beyond question that many serious forms of 
disease, including tuberculosis, anthrax, etc., which had 
manifested themselves in our large industrial centres, 
had been traced to places of production. In the past 
the public health authorities had endeavoured to the 


best of their ability to cope with such matters, but it had 
now been admitted that the services of veterinary offi¬ 
cers, with their technical knowledge and experience, 
were necessary in order that such forms of disease might 
be traced to their origin and the most up-to-date methods 
adopted to eradicate them. To this end the Association 
recognised that it would be necessary to entrust to 
veterinary officers appointed under the Bill the following 
duties(1) The inspection of dairies and cowsheds ; (2) 
the examination of animals with, when necessary, tne 
application of scientific tests for disease ; (3) the exami¬ 
nation of animals intended for the food of man prior to 
slaughter ; (4) to assist in tracing diseases and in eluci¬ 
dating points of doubt and difficulty in all cases in which 
it may be presumed such have arisen from or through 
animal sources; (5) meat inspection ; and (6) to control 
well-equipped and soundly-Bupported laboratories estab¬ 
lished for research and experimental work in connection 
with this special service. 

The deputation pointed out that in order that the fore¬ 
going duties might be efficiently performed it was desi¬ 
rable that at least one veterinary officer who should de¬ 
vote his whole time to the duties should be appointed 
by each county council, and under those conditions the 
health of a community would be safeguarded and the 
dangers of disease reduced to a minimum. Also, having 
regard to the very prominent part the profession would 
have to take under the Act, it was thought it should 
have at least two representatives on the Irish Public 
Health Council, and further, that clause D of the Bill 
should be amended so as to expressly provide that one 
of the members of the Council* should be a member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

It was submitted that no Ministry of Public Health 
could be efficient or complete without an independent 
veterinary section upon which the Minister could rely 
for correct information and guidance, and to which mat¬ 
ters relating to animal disease should be referred. There 
were numerous diseases of man and animals that were 
so closely related in their causation that for their eluci¬ 
dation tne most cordial association of the medical officer 
and the veterinarian was essential. 

On the subject of the inspection of. meat and dairy 
herds it was claimed that for the efficient performance 
of these duties it was imperative that the veterinarian 
should have the active control and complete discharge 
of services connected therewith—working, of course, in 
co-operation with the medical officers of nealth. Gen¬ 
erally speaking, at the present moment this county was 
practically without a proper system of meat or dairy in¬ 
spection. Some places in Ireland where there was no 
system of meat inspection constituted a grave menace to 
centres such as Belfast, where, notwithstanding the 
strictest surveillance, it was possible for dishonest traders 
under cover of darkness to surreptitiously deposit dis¬ 
eased carcases in different parts of the city. The abolition 
of all private slaughter-houses, the establishment of 
public slaughter houses in urban and rural districts 
under the administration of the County Council, the 
adoption of a uniform system of meat inspection, and 
the appointment of whole time veterinary meat in¬ 
spectors would, it was claimed, go far to remove this evil. 

In regard to the milk supply, it was urged that the 
Ministry of Health Bill provided an opportune moment 
for putting into effect some scheme for the safeguarding 
of the public health by a well organised control of the 
milk supply. In order to ensure a pure milk supply the 
deputation advocated the licensing of every milk vendor, 
whether wholesale or retail, and that every applicant for 
a licence to trade in milk or its derivatives should be 
compelled to fulfil certain well-defined conditions. It 
was felt that they ought at least to insist that the con- 
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ditions pertaining to the supply of milk were as stringent 
as those governing the manufacture and sale of intox¬ 
icants. 

The deputation received a favourable and sympathetic 
reception from the Chief Secretary, who informed them 
that the Ministry of Health Bill was going forward. He 
urged the members to proceed with propaganda work, 
and said he was satisfied that they would obtain 
recognition.— The Northern Whig. 


ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Members of the 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons . 

Gentlemen,—In issuing this appeal I am not 
following the stereotyped custom of a host of 
promises usually set out in an Election Address, 
but to state. ' 

I have been nominated by the Yorkshire Veteri¬ 
nary Medical Society for re-election, after serving 
12 years on the Counoil R.C.V.S., and as a member 
of the Registration, Finance and other important 
Committees. 

I am essentially a practitioners’ representative, 
am conversant with the needs and reforms beneficial 
to the profession, and will, when finance permits, 
lose no time to secure them. 

I consider your Council during the last four years 
has conducted the business of the profession with 
ability and economy. 

If you do me the honour to re-elect me, I can 
assure you of my best endeavours to justify your 
confidence.—Yours faithfully, 

Westfield House, Samuel Wharham. 

Leeds, 12 May, 1919. 


To the Electors of the Council R.C.V.S. 

Gentlemen,—Last year, nominated at the last 
moment, I received a gratifying amount of support 
and I again solicit your votes. Now, as then, I 
consider Finance, Parliamentary representation, and 
greater publicity of our proceedings are matters of 
first importance. Reports in the press tell us that 
medical men are striving for more direct parliament¬ 
ary representation. If important for them it is 
surely a hundredfold more important for us. We 
have no representation, no one fully conversant to 
represent our views across the floor of the Commons, 
the one place that obtains publicity and demands 
attention. Frequently we notice men of our pro¬ 
fession complaining of the social standing of the 
profession, “That it is little thought of ” etc. Indi¬ 
vidually I think it is largely personal. Collectively 
we cannot hope to obtain this unless we obtain 
greater publicity and the public educated to the 
activities and importance of the profession for the 
public good. Our Military tribunal should continue 
to press for the demobilisation of our men. Surely 
hundreds could now be allowed to return to their 
homes. 

Education . The standard for admission should 
tend to rise. Subjects of no use to the practitioner 


eliminated and others of importance substituted in 
the curriculum. 

Representation. The present Council is not rep¬ 
resentative of the profession. I am in favour of 
representatation for the schools, Army, Board of 
Agriculture, and also district representation. Coun- 
cilmen of the latter class by attending the Associ¬ 
ation meetings of their districts would be in constant 
contact with the views of their electors and would 
more surely be their representatives. It would also, 
I am confident, bring a larger number of men to 
the membership of the Associations, and arouse that 
enthusiasm now largely dormant. “ Fees/' 
“ appointments,” 11 the wants of the general prac¬ 
titioner ” etc., would then be more advantageously 
discussed, and resolutions passed, for the guidanoe 
of their representative. 

Cpuncilmen elected should be pledged to a regu¬ 
lar attendance and if, unhappily, that became im¬ 
possible, should forthwith resign. 

.55, Southgate St., J. B. Tutt, f.r.c.v.s. 

Winchester, May 10/19. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
To the Editor of the “ Veterinary Record.” 

10, Red Lion Square, S.W. 1. 

Dear Sir,—On the instructions of the President, I am 
to remind members returning to civil life of the neces¬ 
sity of notifying me of their new address, in order that 
any necessary correction may be made in the Register. 
This is especially important in view of the forthcoming 
issue of voting papers which will be despatched on May 
21st.—Yours faithfully, 

Fred Bullock, Registrar. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Allen, H., Major, r.a.v.c. £1 1 0 

Foster, A. N., Major, r.a. v.c. 11 0 

Skelton. 8. H., Capt. r.a.v.c. 11 0 

Tayler, R. C., Colchester. 110 

Previously acknowledged 739 15 10 


J fay it £743 19 10 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Oautte 

Wab Office, Whitehall, May 7. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 
Temp. Capt. W. B. De Vine relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. as D.A.D. V.S. (Apr. 10). 

May 9. 

Capts. to be actg. Majs.:—J. J. G. Keppel, Spec. Res., 
whilst holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S, (Feb. 12); P. 
J. Malone (March 5.) 

Capt. C. D. M. Buckley, M.c., m.b., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on reposting (March 27). 
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May 10. 

Temp. Capt. H. G. Simpson relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. (April 19). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. 0. P. White, from Gen. List, Infy., 
to be temp. Qrmr., with the rank of Lt. (Feb. 26,1918). 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. O. Preston, to be Capt. under Art. 
330. R. Wt. for Pay and Promotion (April 28). 

May 12. 

Capt. T. A. Dobie, Spec. Res., to be actg. Maj. (Feb. 8). 

May 13. 

Temp. Capt. E. J. Burndred relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on vacating the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Apr. 23). 

•Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

May 7. 

fc Capt. J. E. L. Still to be Maj. (April 10). 

May 8. 

The notification regarding Capt. (now actg. Maj.) R. E. 
Beilby, which appeared in the Gazette of April 11, is 
cancelled. 

May 9. 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) J. Gillies, r.a.v.c. (t.f.), relinquishes 
tne temp, rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Apr. 1), 

May 12. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) W. K. Barron relinquishes actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (March 20). 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) G. H. Farrell is retired, having attained 
tne age limit (May 13), and retains rank of Maj. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) C. Hartley, k.r.c.v.s., relinquishes 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 5). 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) C. E. Neill relinquishes temp, rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 10). 


Capt. (actg. Maj.) J. J. Ridley relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (March 29). 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) J. H. Wright relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 6). 


The War Office announces the following casualties 
* * * * 
Died.— McMahon, Capt. B., r.a.v.c., attd. r.f.a. 


An experiment in Sheep Breeding. 

A Victorian (Australia) breeder who raised sheep for 
mutton began the plan of setting apart for special 
attention the ewes which yielded twins. In all flocks 
there is a percentage of ewes which are unusually pro¬ 
lific, and he worked on that fact. His experience has 
been that the ewes, with sufficient food, were able to 
support in the young stages two lambs as well as one. 
The result of the scheme has been remarkable. Before 
he embarked upon it his lambing percentage was 89. 
The next year, after culling, it rose to 104, and in the 
third year to 144. He is so satisfied with his project 
that he has mapped out a course to apply the principle 
to rams—that is, selecting the sires which are themselves 
descended from prolific mothers. Breeders all know 
the value of the principle of selecting in the dairy herds, 
and there is no reason to fear the results when applied 
to other live stock. This breeder expects that before he 
has done he will develop a flock which will give him a 
lambing percentage of at least 200 per 100 ewes. That, 
he thinks, would be a safa point at which to halt. 
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The Maintenance of the Register R.C.V.S. 

Last week we printed an official letter from Mr. 
Bollock, oor Registrar, written “ on the instructions 
of the President,” reminding members returning to 
civil life of the necessity of notifying him of their 
new addresses. The issoe of voting papers is men¬ 
tioned as a special reason for the appeal; but there 
are other and much less temporary*ones. Consid¬ 
ering the number of men already demobilised, the 
probability of others soon to follow, and the well- 
known carelessness of members regarding changes 
of address, the Registrar seems likely to have a more 
troublesome year’s work than he has yet had. In 
normal times, he cannot bring the Register to its 
maximum of possible accuracy without some help 
from the members. That help is more necessary 
now than ever, and many whose own addresses are 
not in question may be able to give it. It should 
not be forgotten that the Statutory evidence of a 
man's qualification is the presence of his name on 
the Register. 

Veterinary Surgeons in Public Life. 

A notification that Mr. G. Gair, of Conon Bridge, 
Dingwall, who is already a J. P., has been elected 
upon the Ross-shire Education Authority, appeared 
in our pages last week. He headed a list of seven 
successful candidates, which included two members 
of the medical profession and one of the clerical. 
This is another illustration of the not sufficiently 
recognised truth that, whenever a veterinary 
surgeon is willing to enter the public life of his 
district and is capable of discharging the duties, his 
profession is no bar to his entrance. The truth has 
been proved often enough all over the country; but 
not so often as it would have been had not members 
generally been so lukewarm in these matters. There 
is no doubt that we have ourselves largely to blame 
for the slight part we have hitherto played in local 
public life. Admittance to it depends upon a con¬ 
sensus of local opinion as to the individual’s fitness 
for the duties—that is the one test. A veterinary 
surgeon has as good opportunities of becoming 
widely known in his district as any man; and, if he 
is also favourably known, a share in its public life is 
at his choice. One of the iust reproaches of the 
profession to-day is that the choice of the great 
majority of us has always been to keep out of public 
life and work. There are many who could enter it 
at any moment; but while nearly all refuse it the 
profession oan hardly play the part in our national 
life that it might do. AH honour to the few pioneers 
like Mr. Gair, who set a good example to their less 
publio-spirited colleagues, 


THE VALUE OF READING. 

The main object of most men in attending oourses 
of instruction at a Veterinary College is to obtain 
sufficient knowledge to satisfy the examiners. Many 
men do very little study after receiving the diploma, 
and men have been met who boasted that they had 
not opened a book since they left college, and others 
have admitted that they did not read because they 
could learn nothing from books, as most of the 
writers were not practical men. 

The term “ practical man ” is one very difficult to 
define, but "practical” is certainly not synonymous 
with well informed. The practical man may handle 
his patients well, and attend to them in what he 
considers the one and only manner, and he may 
have learned much from experience; but what is all 
this worth if he has not compared his experience 
with that of others ? No one considers he knows 
all that is to be known concerning the veterinary 
art—this would be the height of presumption—and 
if such a person does exist he is to be pitied. 

An address was given to students by a professor 
on the true aims of education, and in that address 
the central idea was that students and others had 
to "learn how to learn.” That phrase has stuok to 
me, although it is nearly twenty years sinoe I heard 
it used first. 

There is very little to be gained by taking only a 
narrow survey of any subject. Our outlook and 
our reading must essentially be as wide as possible. 
Some men—more especially during war—are extra 
hard-worked and have very little time for reading. 
It does not depend upon the amount read; what 
really matters is the amount assimilated, and that 
left to give food for thought. It is a great mistake 
for a professional man to stick only to literature 
pertaining to his profession, as much can be learned 
in works dealing with travel, biography and history. 
Fiction also serves to refresh the tired mind. 
Veterinarians possess a good secondary education, 
and it behoves us to continue to build on the 
foundation laid during our school days. 

A veterinary surgeon, known to the writer, who 
was highly successful in practice and in financial 
affairs, attended to his practice from 7.30 a.m., to 
5 p.m., and his leisure was occupied with the news¬ 
papers and love stories. There is an old oouplet;— 

“ Ease without occupation is not rest” 

"A mind quite vacant is a mind distrest.” 

Wide reading has very many advantages. Muoh 
information that is of considerable interest and im¬ 
portance to student and practitioners does not ap¬ 
pear in professional papers, and one requires to read 
many and various publications to keep up-to date. 
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Those who have a knowledge of languages derive 
considerable benefit from the study of foreign text¬ 
books and papers. Many more veterinarians in this 
oountry should read American veterinary papers. 
The advertiesments that appear in them will repay 
close perusal. What strikes one most in reading 
the American veterinary publications is the way in 
whioh the meetings of association are conducted. 
The Amerioan Veterinary Medical Association has 
nearly 3000 ordinary members and there are 28 
honorary members, four of these being well known 
Britishers namely, Hoare, Hobday, M'Fadyean and 
Stockman. There is no way of telling from the re¬ 
ports how many British graduates are members. 

A few notes on how the Americans conduct their 
meetings may be of interest, The following is a 
brief summary of a meeting held in January 1918, 
at Ithaca. The subjects for discussion on the first 
day were:— 

The veterinarian and conservation. 

Lesions in spavins and their significance, (illus¬ 
trated by lantern slides). 

Digestive aotion of the mouth secretion of the horse. 
Garbage feeding, and the care of garbage fed swine. 
The work of the Bureau of Animal Industry and 
the War. 

Treatment of retained placenta. 

Betained placenta and its consequences. 

Work of tne State food Commission. 

Live stock production and the veterinarian. 

In the evening a smoking concert was held. The 
papers on the second day were:— 

Tuberculosis of the generative organs. 

The actual cautery for chronic inflammation of ten¬ 
dons and tendon sheaths of the leg of the horse. 
The organisation of a Veterinary Corps for the 
National Army. 

The economic and military necessity of an Army 
Veterinary servioe. 

At all meetings there are clinical demonstrations 
and the following is a list of the oases shown at a 
meeting. 

(1) A black mare affected with high ringbone on | 
both fore limbs was presented and double median 
neurectomy was performed. 

(2) A fibroma at the point of shoulder was removed 
from a black gelding. 

(3) A bitch was presented for oophorectomy. The 
hyosoine-morphine-caotin anaesthetic was used. 

(4) A pig with prolapse of the rectum and a sow 
with hernia were also presented. 

The clinic occupies the whole afternoon of the 
second day. 

We have nothing similar to that here, and the 
above example of an American veterinary meeting 
is given to show the value of reading. Had we not 
read of these things, we probably would still have 
been in utter ignorance of them. 

Reading is of immense value to those whose duties 
include the writing of reports. Books are the di¬ 
rect source of instruction, solace, wisdom and rec¬ 
reation ; they are the food of the mind and the spirit. 


The following wish, written in the 16th century 
expresses the sentiments of the writer of these notes. 

“ May I a small house and a large garden have," 
“ And a few friends and many books." 

“Lamanoha " 


A Simple Method for the Detection of Small 
Parasitic Worms in the Field. 

The writer has drawn attention* to the unneces¬ 
sary prevalence of worm infestation among young 
stock. Often a number of animals die before the 
condition is recognized. One reason for this is that 
many of the worms are too small to be seen readily 
by the unaided eye, especially when they are mixed 
with the contents of the stomach or intestines. 

A simple method for the detection of some of 
these smaller worms is as follows:—Take up with a 
knife a scraping from the mucous membrane and 
spread it lightly as a thin moist film upon a piece of 
glass—window glass will do, but a microscopioal 
slide is safer to handle. The smear should then be 
held up between the eye and the light when many 
of the worms can be seen as characteristic wavy, 
curved or straight lines, grey, greyish yellow or 
brownish red in colour, and tapering at one or both 
ends. The use of a pocket magnifying glass aids 
the detection of the worms. The smear oan also be 
examined against a dark surface e.g., that of abowler 
hat. 

In the case of ruminants a good plaoe to see the 
worms is under the folds of the abomasum. 

The same method may be adapted to the exami¬ 
nation of the faeces from suspected oases, but the 
parasites will be fewer in number and a longer ex¬ 
amination will be necessary. 

Dept, of Pathology D. C. Mathbbon. 

Royal (Dick) Vet., Coll: Edinburgh. 


CLINICAL CASES. 

By J. H. Parker, Faringdon. 

Scrotal Hernia. 

Subject: Yearling Shire colt: cost 48 guineas as 
sucker last Malmesbury sale. Owner stated he 
was a bit full in scrotum when purchased, but 
thought it had disappeared. Oast him for oastration 
in May and carefully examined him; could find 
nothing wrong, but warned the owner that bowel 
might descend when testicle was removed. Orders 
to risk it. Immediately the testicle (left) was 
exposed, small intestine followed. The colt kept 
heaving, and soon the left sac was full of bowel and 
up to the size of a child's head. We removed the 
testicle by actual cautery, carefully sealed up the 
blood vessels, sutured the operation wound. We 
then drew the skin up as tight as possible and 
darned up the scrotum with interrupted sutures as 

* The Seottiih Journal of Agrie. t Vti ,ii No. 2, Apr. 19‘ p. 248 
The North Britiih Agriculturitt Feb. 20 1910, p. 117. 







May 24, 1919 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


433 


high as possible, and after making sure all the 
bowel was returned, put a wooden clamp on in¬ 
cluding skin and everything. The colt was allowed 
to rise, and commenced feeding. Two days after¬ 
wards a messenger came to say they thought the 
bowel had descended again, but it was only the 
swelling caused by the olam. Six days afterwards 
a post-card stated the colt was doing well, and the 
olam was coming off. It came off on the seventh 
day. On the ninth day a message stated the colt 
to be “ all of a heap.” I found that the hernia 
operation had been a success; but the colt had 
developed lockjaw, and he died two days afterwards, 
in spite of the fact that he had been drenched with 
disinfectants twioe a day since the clam was applied. 

Pirwe. 

Last November an urgent message came to see a 
cow “ with yards of piping hanging from her 
behind,” and he didn't know what it was, although 
he said the cow seemed alright otherwise. I went 
next morning, and found it had all come away, and 
that it was the small intestine of a sheep, about 
four yards, which she must have swallowed and 
passed right through her. It was very foetid, and 
on my arrival the ducks were tucking it into them 
with evident enjoyment. 


TRK CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch]. 


A General Meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C, on Thursday, May 1st, at 7 o’clock, 
Professor G H Wooldridge (President) in the Chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book :— 
Messrs. E. L. Stroud, J. Rowe, F. G. Samson, H. D. 
Jones, H. King, H. C. P. King, W. N. Thompson, J. 
W. McIntosh, A. E. Willett, J. Willett, R. C. Irving, 
W. fiL Clarke, G. H. Livesey, P. W. D. Smith, W. F. 
Widden, W. Perryman, G. P. Male, and Hugh A. 
M&cCormack. Hon. Sec. 

Visitors: Capt. J. McAnulty, Vety. Corps, IT. S. A., 
2nd Lieut. J. J. Marten^ Vety. Corps, U.S.A., Capt. J. 
B. Leitch, a.a.v.f., Maj. P. J. Simpson, r.a.v.o., (lilies 
de Kock and J. Bell. 

Minutes. It was decided that the minutes of the 
previous meeting, which had not yet been published, 
should be taken as read. 

Corrcsjxmdence. The Secretary read letters from 
Messrs. J. B. Buxton, S. H. Slocock, and J. C. Colemtm 
regretting their absence from the meeting. Also a 
letter from the Royal Sanitary Institute requesting the 
Society to send a delegate or delegates to their next 
meeting on July 28—August 2nd, at Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The Chairman said that Section (5) of the letter, 
referring to a conference of veterinary inspectors, was 
the section which was of particular interest to the 
Fellows as veterinary surgeons. 

After discussion it was decided, on the motion of Mr. 
Willett, seconded by Mr. Stroud, that the consideration 
of the appointment of delegates to the Conference of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute should be postponed to the 
next meeting. 

The Chairman reported to the meeting that the 
Council had decided to make a donation of Twenty 
Guineas to the Anglo Franco-Belgian Relief Fund, ana 
a donation of Two Guineas to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. 


The meetirg then passed a vote of sympathy with the 
relatives of two Fellows of the Society who had recently 
died, Mr. Woodger and Mr. Heatley. A vote of 
sympathy with Mr. Foreman, who had recently lost his 
wife, was also passed. The Secretary was instructed to 
communicate the sympathies of the meeting to the 
relatives. 

Nomination. Major Percy Simpson, d.s.o., wa9 nom¬ 
inated for Fellowship and will come up for election at 
the next meeting. 

Fatty F.ecrs. 

The Rresident invited Mr. Livesey to make a further 
statement with regard to the case which he had men¬ 
tioned at the last meeting, of a dog which had been 
passing fatty stools. 

Mr. Livesey announced that the dog in question had 
made an uneventful recovery, which he did not attribute 
to any drugs or treatment of his, beyond good nursing 
and sticking to the diet of meat and such food as 
Benger’s Food, and the avoidance of fatty substances 
such as bread and margarine. He could not account 
for the illness ; he did not know its cause, but he sup¬ 
posed it was caused by some temporary cessation of tne 
action of the pancreas. If any further development of 
the trouble should occur he would report it to the 
Society, as he thought it an interesting case, the origin 
of which it was very difficult to explain. 

“Some Observations on Equine Influenza” 
by Mr. G. P. Male, m.r.c.v.s. 

Discussion. 

Mr. Thompson, said he thought Mr. Male was to be 
congratulated on his most interesting paper. He would 
deal with the ten questions which Mr. Male had specially 
raised in their order. 

The first head was the cause. He did not think many 
members could go further than Mr. Male had gone, 
because they were more or less in the hands of the 
pathologists, and the generally accepted theory at the 
present time was that it was due to an ultra-visible 
organism. That was the exciting cause. The pre-dis- 
posing causes, undoubtedly, were of some importance. 
Any cause, which interfered with the animal economy, 
subjects it to be affected by the immediate cause, 
whatever it might be, of influenza ; that applied to any¬ 
thing which tended to debilitate the animal. Of pre¬ 
disposing causes, exposure to cold was said to be one. He 
disagreed that that was one of the pre disposing causes, 
although he agreed generally with the others. He did 
not think that an animal which was in good health 
otherwise and fit, would be more liable to the disease 
from exposure to the cold. 

The second question is : “What is the relationship be¬ 
tween so called influenza and contagious pneumonia? ” 
Mr. Male had given the opinion of Mr.Watkins-Pitchford 
on that sub ject, and he practically came to the conclusion 
that there was no such thing as contagious pneumonia- 
in fact, that it was an idiopathic condition, and that it 
was preceded in the majority of cases by catarrh which 
was not infections. If that was so he (the speaker) 
could not see that there was any connection between 
influenza and contagious pneumonia. Whether the con¬ 
dition which was said to accompany influenza or to suc¬ 
ceed influenza was due to the same cause, of course he 
could not say. As he had seen it, he thought pneumonia 
was not a very constant complication of influenza. He 
had said that before at a meeting of the Society, and 
others did not seem to agree with him. But he had 
thought that there might be reasons for it. Many people 
included under the term “influenza” almost any catarrhal 
inflammation of the tracheal mucous membrane, snch 
as the so-called “horse dealer's fever,” which he was 
glad to see M r. Male thought was due to the streptococcus 



434 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 24, 1919 


of strangles, because that was a view he (the speaker) 
had expressed before the Society about two years ago : 
ordinary coryza, ordinary laryngitis and pharyngitis » 
called influenza. In fact he saw a report not very long 
ago in which a catarrhal condition was called “ an influ¬ 
enza cold/’ which was really, he thought, due to ordinary 
catarrhal fever, or to strangles infection. That sort of 
thing occurred frequently in horses, and with that con¬ 
dition one did get pneumonia and pleurisy ; but he had 
very seldom seen pneumonia follow influenza. He had 
often wondered wny that was so, as it seemed contrary 
to the experience of others. For one thing, the horses 
with which he was concerned were under veterinary 
supervision. Immediately a suspicious case was ob¬ 
served, instructions were issued that all horses which 
appeared off colour from any cause were inspected before 
they were sent out to work. Other reasons for infre¬ 
quency of pneumonia were probably that the cases were 
treated very early ; the horses with which he was con¬ 
cerned were, generally speaking, in hard, fit condition. 
He had Col. Watkins-Pitchford’s report before him, in 
which it was said : “ Recent observations now suggest 
... of the disease as one of an idiopathic nature rather 
than a specific nature, or perhaps standing mid-way be¬ 
tween the two categories.” What was meant by that 
he, (the speaker) really did not know,—“ being due to 
the agency of an organism being present in but not 
pathogenic to the normal horse ” (reading to the words) 
“which habits it.” Then further on in the summary he 
says: “The great majority of cases of specific pneu¬ 
monia are preceded by an inflammation of the nasal 
membrane, constituting the condition known as catarrh” 
(reading to the words) “ horse to horse.” 

He found it practically impossible to infect horses suf¬ 
fering from so-called contagious pneumonia by cohabi¬ 
tation. Horses were put together and were fed out of 
nosebags which other norses with discharge had had on, 
and did not become infected. He (the speaker) thought 
that if those findings were accepted—and they were 
quoted by Mr. Male—he did not see how there could be 
any connection ; he thought it was due to the debility 
caused by influenza, and probably accelerated by work¬ 
ing the animal when it is not fit, or to not putting the 
horses under proper hygienic conditions, and thus 
weaken the natural defences of the animal. 

“Is the pneumonia a secondary infection or a primary 
disease]” He had given his opinion on that. 

The fourth question, “What conditions predispose 
towards it?” he had also dealt with. The seasons of 
the year probably had something to do with it; the ma¬ 
jority of cases occurred in the spring and the fall of the 
year—both seasons when the horse’s vitality was low. 

Fifth, as to the period of incubation, he had a good 
many records of influenza, and he had intended to tab¬ 
ulate some temperature charts and other records, but 
time had not permitted. He had found on looking into 
his records tnat an increase in the number of cases 
occurred every six or eight days, but whether that was 
any guide he did not know. The first cases in an out¬ 
break were generally mild, and if taken early the horses 
would soon be back at work. He had also noticed that 
horses had gone off their feed about a week before an 
outbreak occurred. He thought it was well known that 
the first cases of influenza were generally mild ; towards 
the middle of the outbreak the cases were considerably 
worse, and then dwindled down in intensity, and similar¬ 
ly with the number of cases. 

“How is the disease contracted!” He had not much 
to say on that question. He had under one roof from 
400 to 600 horses, and that was the stable where more 
of the trouble occurred. He could not say that the 
stable was very hygienic j it was under railway arches, 
and very difficult to ventilate properly. There were in 
all about 26 arches, eacU arch nolding about 24 horses. 


The horses stood between bales ; it was very rarely that 
a horse standing on either side of the horse which had 
had influenza came in with influenza. The cases occurred 
here and there throughout the stable ; he did not think 
that immediate contact was necessary for the disease to 
be contracted. He thought that ;erial contamination 
was the method by which the disease was carried. 

On the seventh question, “ How long can an animal 
be infective !”, he could offer no opinion. Mr. Male had 
said that some animals act as carriers, owing to diseased 
foci being left in the lungs. That, he supposed, was pre¬ 
suming that the lung symptoms were due to the same 
cause as influenza, which he (the speaker) thought was 
very doubtful. He rather regarded influenza as a sort 
of toxiemia. 

With regard to the methods of treatment, he thought 
the most successful methods were practically those given 
by a medical man before the British Medical Associ¬ 
ation—“Go to bed and stay there.” He immediately 
put his cases into a large box, leaving the top door open. 
He did not use drugs much : he often gave four to six 
ounces of Epsom salts, whicn might be repeated for two 
or three days. Any complications which occurred were 
treated as they cropped up. One got rheumatoid com¬ 
plications; metastatic lameness and muscular tender¬ 
ness; arthritic symptoms sometimes occurred; also 
nervous symptoms, due probably to an infection or affec¬ 
tion of the meninges, which respond more or less to 
time and treatment with Pot. iod. and Nuc. vomic. As 
a rule when one put the horses in a loose box they would 
lie down, sometimes for hours together. They are off 
their feed, and gradually return to it in two days or so: 
he questioned whether it was wise to get them to feed 
too early. In many cases there was a catarrh of the 
mucous membrane of the bowel, probably of the duod¬ 
enum, and of the bile-duct: he thought some of the 
colouring of membrane was aue to the absorption of bib, 
due to the blocking of the bile-duct or through the swel¬ 
ling of the duodenum. He did not use many drugs. In 
his time he had probably used all the drugs in the 
pharmacopeia; but he found his present methods chea- 
par and better. Strychnine he used if heart symptoms 
occurred ; if a horse does not come on to his feed a little 
carbonate of ammonia usually brings him on ; if he did 
not do as well as he ought afterwards, a little iron or 
gentian might help. Each case had to be dealt with on 
its merits; he did not think any hard-and-fast rule could 
be set. 

Question 9 was: “Is there any known method of 
inoculation which could be recommended as preventive 
or curative! ” He had very little experience of preven¬ 
tive inoculation, but he did not think much benefit was 
derived from that. A colleague inoculated a lot of 
horses, and his results were set out in the following let¬ 
ter: “I tried a certain influenza vaccine prophylactic at 
Bristol during a bad attack. I took one stable and did 
every horse, but the result was not satisfactory. Most 
of the stable contracted the disease. We had 80 cases 
out of a stud of 115. This is my only experience of vac¬ 
cine for influenza.” 

In reply to the tenth question—“Is there any evidence 
pointing to contagion or infection from animals to man, 
or vice vei'sa ? ” he remarked that although there had 
been a lot of influenza among human beings for some 
months, until a few weeks ago there had been practi¬ 
cally no influenza among horses. He had noticed, how¬ 
ever, that when there had been influenza among the 
horses there werenomore stablemen away ill than usual; 
and during the epidemic among human beings, although 
a good many men were away, there was no influenza 
among the horses. He would not say that the two had 
not occurred together; but certainly there was no 
marked connection between the outbreak among the 
horses and increased illness among the men. 
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Mr. W. Perryman said the feature of the paper that 
had struck him was that Mr. Male seemed to be dealing 
a good deal more with pneumonia than with influenza. 
He was in agreement with Mr. Thompson rather than 
Mr. Male. He thought that as seen in London, influenza 
or “pink-eye” was a very distinctive disease from pleuro¬ 
pneumonia, and that if one got pleuro-pneumonia it was 
quite a secondary complication ; and while he was not 
by any means a bacteriologist, he would say the organ¬ 
isms were quite different in the two diseases. As Mr. 
Thompson had stated, if influenza cases were placed 
under good hygienic conditions, one seldom got compli¬ 
cations of pneumonia : for that reason he thought the 
two complaints were distinct. One did get pneumonia, 
he thought more of the bronchial character than the 
croupous pneumonia or consolidated form. He also 
agreed with Mr. Thompson that one fact tending to 
prove that influenza was not so contagious from one 
animal to another by direct contact, is that one fre¬ 
quently found one animal in one corner of a stable 
affected, and another on the other side. If it was en¬ 
tirely of a pneumonic character he would expect the 
next horses to get it. If one got contagious pneumonia, 
which generally seemed to him to be pleuro-pneumonia, 
one got several cases following rapidly in the same stud, 
and one got them at a time when one had not seen any 
cases of so-called pink-eye. For that reason he would 
certainly look upon them as two very different diseases. 
Many of the symptoms were different. In cases of 
pleuro-pueumoma one frequently found advanced con¬ 
solidation of the lung itself before noticing anything 
very wrong with the horse; whereas in “pink-eye” or in¬ 
fluenza there was a very severe train of symptoms, such 
as high fever and the swelling of the eye-lids, limbs, etc. 
In pleuro-pneumonia those distressing symptoms seldom 
occurred. There might be slightly increased breathing : 
but when one auscultated the chest it would be found 
that the disease had progressed very rapidly. 

He thought there was general agreement as to the 
predisposing causes: bad hygienic conditions, overwork, 
debility. The incubation period, he thought might be 
better demonstrated in a general practice than in Mr. 
Thompson's case. Where one went into a stud and saw 
a case of “pink-eye,” and that was the first case, on 
watching carefully one would undoubtedly find that in 
about a week the second or more cases occurred. He 
generally reckoned about eight days as the period of 
incubation. 

With regard to how the disease influenza was con¬ 
tracted, he regarded inhalation as the chief cause, for 
the reason that cases occurred scattered about different 
parts of a stable. 

He agreed with Mr. Thompson that in treatment, 
fresh air was perhaps the most important thing; also 
warmth, clothing, and if any drugs were used they 
should be stimulants, with a laxative. He had used 
stimulants, such as digitalis, nux vomica, etc., in the 
later stages, especially where the horse showed signs of 
depression through being worked while the disease was 
in progress. The giving of iodine was mentioned in the 
paper. He thought iodine was a splendid drug, but he 
aid not agree with the large amount of iodine mentioned 
in the paper, because that given internally would set up 
a good deal of irritation in the bowels. He personally 
never gave more than about 10 grains in a bolus. He 
thought larger doses would certainly set up irritability 
in the bowels, and would also result in iodism of the 
system, and salivation. He had seen that once in a case 
of polyuria, the animal had colic with it; and the 
symptoms were very distressing. He also gave heavy 
doses of bi carbonate of soda with the iodine, because 
he thought it was sedative to the mucous membrane. 

On the question of infection of the human being—he 
had never felt very nervous about it himself. He 


thought if it were very infective to the human subject 
many veterinary surgeons would get it. He had not 
noticed that the men who attended to the horses con¬ 
tracted the disease. 

He did not think that inoculation was of any use, 
and never tried it. 

Mr. McIntosh said with regard to the cause of in¬ 
fluenza he had nothing to say except that the contagion 
appeared to be extremely volatile and spreads with 
enormous rapidity once it gets a hold in a stud of horses. 

He was in agreement with Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Perryman that influenza and contagious pneumonia 
were separate and distinct ailments. Whilst there were 
certain symptoms common to both diseases there were 
others quite diagnostic. Influenza is characterised by 
its epizootic nature, rapid spread, high temperature and 
great depression with digestive implications. Further 
there is slight catarrh of the nasal chambers; the organs 
of respiration were seldom involved, provided the dis¬ 
ease is detected a its onset and proper precautions are 
then taken. 

Contagious pneumonia, on the other hand, occurs 
enzootically, does not spread with the same rapidity, 
depression is not nearly so pronounced, the organs of 
respiration are primarily involved and digestive im¬ 
plications are very rare. Influenza is a mild complaint 
as compared with contagious pneumonia. 

He agreed as to the predisposing causes which had 
been mentioned, except with regard to cold. He con¬ 
sidered that mild muggy weather was much more likely 
to favour an outbreak than mere cold. 

As to the incubation period x it was experimentally 
about five days, but naturally it varied very consider¬ 
ably according to the resisting powers of the animal, 
and might extend to ten or even fourteen days. 

He thought it was possible for an animal which had 
to all appearances recovered from influenza to be a, 
source of infection to others for many weeks afterwards, 
and possibly for a month or two. Cases were recorded 
where sires had conveyed the disease to mares twelve 
months after having had the complaint. 

In the treatment, he used very few medicines. Good 
nursing, attention to ventilation and comfort generally, 
careful dieting, were practically all that was needed. 
If the disease is not discovered at the onset, and the 
animal is worked during the initial stage, complications 
may arise. If there is great depression and cardiac de¬ 
bility, he generally gave injections of strychnine hydro- 
chlor. or perhaps digitalis. In gastric affections possibly 
a saline, or a little calomel with enemas. 

In all outbreaks of influenza he had the temperatures 
of his stud taken morning and night with a view to de¬ 
tecting the disease at its first onset. 

Mr. Irving said his experience had been that the 
heavy cart horses had been much more liable to the 
disease than the lighter breeds; the thoroughbred 
suffered least of ail. He had seen horses out at grass, 
away from all infection, contract the disease. He had 
had cases such as Mr. McIntosh had mentioned, where 
the horse suffered from muscular ailments afterwards; 
a great many horses became shiverers after it. 

Mr. de Kock said he felt honoured to be invited by 
the President of the Society to address the meeting. 
He had been working with Sir Arnold Theiler, at the 
Veterinary Research Laboratory, Pretoria, for about five 
years, and during that period there had been several 
outbreaks of what has been styled “Infectious Catarrhal 
Fever of Horses.” It was of a very infectious nature 
and spread through the country with great rapidity, 
affecting most of the animals. They did not feel recon¬ 
ciled to call it “ pink-eye ” for the reason that the disease 
started with catarrhal symptoms, and lacked that 
mafked depression which was one of the characteristics 
in equine influenza, and also the peculiar colouration of 
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the conjunctival mucous membrane to which the dis¬ 
ease owes its popular name. 

This infectious catarrh was generally recognised in 
the morning by examining the charts of the worses in 
the various experiments, when a rapid rise of temper¬ 
ature was evidenced, sometimes going up to 105 and 
even 106. It remained irregularly remittent for quite a 
number of days and then dropped down to normal. 
Sometimes a relapse may be observed, somewhat re¬ 
sembling the initial stages of a subacute form of “Equine 
Infectious Anaemia.” With the rise of temperature 
catarrhal symptoms become evident^ beginning as a 
slight serous discharge from the nostrils which with the 
progress of the disease becomes more purulent in char¬ 
acter. Further there does not seem to be much impair¬ 
ment. Occasionally slight fever was shown with only 
slight serous discharge from the nostrils. 

The disease was of a fairly mild nature in South 
Africa. They never had a case of post-mortem. There 
had only been as far as he can remember two cases of 
deaths, these being complications in the form of Pur¬ 
pura Hsemorrhagica. The nature of the disease was not 
investigated on account of insufficient staff. 

In speaking of Infectious Pneumonia, he would like 
to mention an experience of Sir Arnold himself, which 
happened before the Anglo-Boer War at the State 
Artillery Barracks. A specific infectious pneumonia of 
a severe character affected a great number of the horses, 
and with a fairly high mortality. At post mortem a 
croupous pneumonia was evidenced. There was no sign 
of equine influenza at that time. On the other hand it 
must be remembered that pneumonia often occurs as a 
sequel in many of the other debilitating diseases, such 
as rluttalliosis, equine infectious anaemia, etc., and on 
post mortem one meets with a broncho-pneumonia which 
sometimes becomes gangrenous. He did not know 
“pink eye” himself, but he took it from Sir Arnold that 
it differed from what they called the infectious catarrhal 
pneumonia. In the latter case the respiratory tract was 
mainly affected. It might be a form of strangles and in 
a few cases a streptococcus had been observed. Of course 
the etiology of influenza and all the different pneumonias 
had not been properly investigated and needs further 
research work. 

Lieut. Marten, u.s.a., Veterinary Corps, said he had 
not read the paper; he had glancea over it; but he had 
listened to the discussion with great interest. They had 
what they called influenza in the States, and the symp¬ 
toms were as outlined. They had found that most of 
the influenza broke out in Army camps; it did not occur 
so much in civilian life. He always thought the disease 
was due to debility caused by the animals being shipped 
for two, or three, or four days by railroad. He had read 
an opinion that the cause of influenza was in the ani¬ 
mal's body all the time, and that when the animal be¬ 
came debilitated the infection became more prominent, 
and the animal got influenza or catarrhal fever. He 
found that pneumonia often followed influenza. He 
thought that contagious pneumonia and influenza were 
quite different diseases. He agreed that heavy draught 
horses were more subject to the disease than lighter 
breeds. He did not give much medicine ; hygienic con¬ 
ditions, and plenty of fresh air and fresh drinking water 
formed the treatment Occasionally he gave nux 
vomica or gentian to build up the appetite, and if the 
animals were very weak strychnine might be given. He 
had used a good many serums, but had not found them 
very effective—though of course the serum companies 
claimed they were very good. (Laughter) 

Capt. Leitch, Australian Veterinary Corps, said he 
felt some embarrassment in addressing a meeting of that 
kind on such a subject, but he might give an account of 
one or two experiences he had met with. About five or 
six years before the war there had been a bad outbreak 


of the disease in Melbourne and the provincial townB of 
Victoria. About 80 per cent of all tne horses in those 
towns were affected, and the commerce of those cities 
was tied up for a week or ten days. The treatment had 
been simply stimulants and tonics where necessary, the 
main part of the treatment was to take the horse off 
work as early as possible ; if they went on working they 
nearly all died, but if they were taken off work, not one 
died. Veterinary surgeons was rather few and far be¬ 
tween out there, but that was the opinion of all of them. 
With regard to the catarrh mentioned by Mr. de Kock, 
he had seen that in Africa. During the war, in Cairo 
he had a large remount depot; he was there 16 months, 
and there was a very bad outbreak. The practice was 
to put all the affected animals into one kraal, and the 
thing died out in ten days’ time. That was the only 
thing to do when one had to deal with 700 or 800 horses ; 
there was very little white labour, though there was 
plenty of black. He did not know whether the pneu¬ 
monia which occurred on board ship came within the 
scope of the discussion, but he had experience of the 
disease on three voyages. In his opinion it was an en¬ 
tirely different disease from influenza. In one outbreak, 
out of 780 horses on the way to Africa, only one died ; 
in another instance only two were lost out of 600; in 
another instance one was lost out of three or four hun¬ 
dred. As soon as he found the temperature going up he 
had cold water thrown over the animals, kept going all 
the time, so as to reduce the temperature as quickly as 
possible, and generally he found that in a day or two 
they were on their feet again. That was all he ever did, 
and he thought that was why he got good results. 

Mr. F. G. Samson 3aid he agreed with practically all 
the symptoms as described by Mr. Male. He thought 
that baa cases of influenza were due wholly and solely 
to keeping the horse working too long. He thought the 
more serious attacks occurred in the towns, rather than 
in the country. He remembered a case of a racehorse, 
the property of the late Mr. Edward Wragg. All he 
did m that case, as far as treatment was concerned, was 
to turn the horse into a paddock and leave him there a 
few hours twice daily when warm and fine. He believed 
he did have one good dose of mustard on his chest and 
sides. It was a good plan to pay regard to the bowels. 
Epsom salts had been mentioned. He much preferred 
Glauber’s salts to Epsom salts ; he found that Glauber's 
salts was much less depressing, and did not remain 
about the system so long. He believed a good mustard 
plaster to the sides of a horse was a very good thing :if 
circulation was bad and the breathing accelerated. He 
knew some eminent men said it was irritating; so it 
might be, but he knew it warmed them up and set the 
circulation going. He believed in carbonate of ammonia 
in cases where tne animals got low ; a drachm, or two 
drachms with gentian twice a day, or three times if 
necessary. Another very good thing to do was to lead 
the horse out two or three times a aay, even if it was 
only for a few yards or eo ; it assisted the circulation, 
and prevented the infiltration into the legs. He thought 
pneumonia was quite a different disease from influenza. 
He had had nothing to do with vaccines at all. 

Major P. J. Simpson said he thought influenza and 
contagious pneumonia were entirely separate diseases. 
He remembered one unfortunate outbreak of pneumonia 
when he took a shipload of horses out to Egypt in 
1915—It was not such a happy voyage as Capt. Leitch 
had described.—Curiously enough, the boat was a new 
one ; it had never had a horse in it before. The horses 
were all healthy when the trip started; but the first 
death occurred within three days of leaving England, 
and that was only the first of several. That was un¬ 
doubtedly contagious pneumonia. He also remembered 
when the yeomanry were mobilised at Beading for the 
South African War, their departure was delayed fay an 
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outbreak of influenza in the stables there and although In the treatment, in cases either of influenza or con- 
pneumonia occurred as a complication the cases pre- tagious pneumonia where there was a commencing very 
W^«hin ry ®y m P t0 * n8 to. the outbreak on high temperature, it was a good plan to use someaht? 

" e found that when animate were kept in pyretic to reduce the temperature as quickly as possible ; 
the open the disease did not occur ; he had practicaljy he employed salicylate of soda or acetosalicylic acid, in 
lWoPtlfet H k n d f ex | P e . r ( le “ ce 2-dracW doses, applied to the tongue with treacle, and 
tK* Leitcb, and repeated perhaps twice or three times in the course of 

themethod of treatment was the same as had been re- two days. When that was discontinued, either simple 
L e ,™f Ti h £ affected animals were put into a serrate salines, or if there was much debility hypodermic m- 
ktaal. The horses all came out perfectly well, and not jections of strychnine or digitalin would be found use- 
a grain of drug was given to_ them. He did not think fnl. His experience of vaccines corresponded with that 
that cold was a pre disposing cause of influenza; ill- of other members who had spoken—he had not found 
ventilation of stables was a. much more potent cause. any benefit from their use. 


ventilation oi s La Dies was a. muen more potent cause. any benefit from their use. 

The President in closing the discussion said he p 

thought Mr. Male in his excellent paper had purposely Kbply. 

put up some opinions to be hit at. The point which Mr Male said that the object of the paper, as the 
interested him most was the question of the identity or President had remarked, was to promote discussion, and 
otherwise of influenza and contagious pneumonia in the if possible to arrive at some definite conclusion on the 
horse. He held very strongly that the two diseases points he had brought forward. There were some things 
were quite separate and distinct. His opinion was upon which every one was agreed -which was something, 
based mainly on the difference between the symptoms. They were agreed about fresh air ; about the giving of 
In his experience, in influenza in the horse, intense de- Epsom salts to the horse as a laxative ; most members 
pression was the most predominant feature, accompanied were agreed as to the use of stimulants and not depress* 
bv loss of appetite, followed in a day or two by elevation ants ; although Prof. Wooldridge had mentioned aoeto- 
oi temperature. In the case of contagious pneumonia salicylates, which he (the speaker ) rather regarded as 
it was just the reverse. The horse did not go off its feed too depressing in influenza, in view of the heart’s action 
until he had a high temperature, very often for 24 hours, being already so depressed. He had expected to get a 
or even 48, or sometimes three days ; often the disease wigging for discarding quinine so abruptly. Quinine 
was not noticed for some time. In the case of influenza seemed to have been a sheet-anchor for many years,and 
it was impossible not to notice that the horse was ill. so he had taken the trouble last night of looking up the 
Again, the character of the pulse and the circulation authorities on the action of quinine, and he had found 
differed considerably. In influenza there was a soft, that it was a great depressant in every way. It depres- 
slow, sluggish, drawn-out pulse ; whereas in contagious sed respiration, and if given in large doses it paraljrced 
pneumonia there was a pulse of good tone, more of the it altogether ; it depressed the action of the heart, and 
characteristic febrile pulse that is described as “ full it decreased the action of the white blood corpuscles; 
and bounding.” In influenza there often occurred com- hut as no one had advanced the giving of quinine hk 
plications such as catarrh of the alimentary tract, and labour of love in looking up the authorities had proved 
(edema of the limbs; and he had not come across either to be unnecessary. Most members were also agreed 
of those complications in contagious pneumonia. An- that the vaccines were of little use. They were all 
other complication met with m influenza but not in Agreed that the temperatures should be taken frequently, 
contagious pneumonia, is jaundice. With regard to the And that any horse with a high tempprature should be 
quotation from Hutyra. he considered that the fact that stopped from work—that if a horse was worked he 
uo one had yet artificially produced pneumonia was no would get pneumonia. 

argument that it did not exist as a separate disease ; it But members were not agreed at all as to whether 
was simply begging the question. He thought most pneumonia was a complication of influenza, or whether 
members would agree that pneumonia might occur sec- it was a separate disease. He was really very disapotnt- 
ondarily as a complication of influenza, bat when it did ed at the arguments put up against the theory which he 
occur it was not etiologically the same disease as that had tried to propound in his paper. Nearly every speak- 
generally regarded as contagious pneumonia of the had agreed that they were entirely different diseases, 
Hone. When pneumonia occurred as a sequel to influ- but there were only two speakers who gave any reason 
enza, it was brought about by a variety of organisms ; for that view. The others were men who had a great 
it was sometimes due to the streptococcus, and some- experience of horses, and whose opinions he valued very 
times to the ovoid bacillus. highly ; and they admitted that their stables were hygi- 

The cause of the croupous pneumonia which occurred enic, that they took the horse’s temperature, that in fact 
sometimes primarily was not yet determined, but the they did not give the horses a chance to get the pneu- 
organism usually present in greatest numbers was the monia, and they all made the remark that they thought 
ovoid bacillus described by Lignieres. On the Continent it was a secondary complication. Well, that was wKat 
the principal view held was that what we call contagious he had contended all the way through ; that it was the 
pneumonia is simply a pectoral form of influenza, but influenza organism that weakened the defences of the 
that view was not widely accepted in this country, body, and that the horse, if he was put nnder certain 
especially amongst practitioners with wide clinical ex- adverse conditions, was rendered liable to the attacks 
perience of both conditions. of the pneumonia organism, which in some outbreaks 

As to the transmissibility or otherwise of the disease took on an increased virulence, whereupon the pneumo- 
from animals to man, he had not yet found any evidence nia rapidly developed—masked the symptoms of infln- 
that the disease was so transmitted, and in his view enza in some cases. That was what occurred in the out- 
thero was no association between the two influenzas. break be had quoted. The typical symptoms of influ- 
Questions have been asked with regard to the mus- enza, and what were laid down as the typical symptoms 


reason 
a great 


experience of horses, and whose opinions he valued venr 
highly ; and they admitted that their stables were hygi¬ 
enic, that they took the horse’s temperature, that in fact 
they did not give the horses a chance to get the pneu¬ 
monia, and they all made the remark that they thought 
it was a secondary complication. Well, that was wKat 


break be had quoted. The typical symptoms of influ¬ 
enza, and what were laid down as the typical symptoms 


cular and nervous complications sometimes met with in of contagious pneumonia, all occurred in the same out- 
influenza. He had seen them frequently, and in break. 

thoroughbreds especially it was not uncommon to get a The President said that with Mr. Male’s permission 
rolling gait and a weakness of the loins that almost sug- he would like to add one point which had shipped, bis 
gestea kidney or spinal complications. He attributed mind, tending to show that contagions pneumonia might 
that to general debility rather than to spinal affection, occur absolutely indej)endently of influenza. If it was 
It was similar to staggering in dogs with great debility always a secondary infection following on influenza, 
th uncomplicated but severe distemper. *. there must always be first the preliminary attack ottu- 


438 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 24, 1919 


fLuenza, which most last several days, after which the 
pneumonia would develop; but in numerous cases in his 
personal experience there had been no such preliminary 


lr. Male said he would take Prof. Wooldridge’s 
points seriatim. Pis first point was that in cases of in¬ 
fluenza the horse was off his feed, and that was the first 
symptom ; whereas in contagious pneumonia the horse 
fed well. All the other members who had spoken had 
borne him (the speaker) out that, as in contagious pneu¬ 
monia, a rising temperature was the first symptom of 
influenza and for that reason had advised frequent taking 
of temperatures. In so-called cases of contagious pneu¬ 
monia that he had dealt with, one of the first signs no¬ 
ticed was that the horse was off his feed, as in the case 
of influenza (but in both diseases a rise in temperature 
was to be looked for ). 

Then the President made a strong point with regard 
to the pulse, which he had made also in a paper before 
another Society. The authorities generally agreed with 
his (the speaker’s) observations, that the pulse in influ¬ 
enza was a hard, quick pulse, such as Prof. Wooldiidge 
had described in pneumonia. (Who could imagine a 
horse with a temperature of 106° with a slow, full pulse). 
He thought that disposed of that point, (laughter) 
Then with regard to catarrh, the President had said 
that catarrh occurred in influenza; he was not clear 
'whether he meant nasal catarrh as well as abdominal 
catarrh and swelling of the limbs; whereas neither of 
those symptoms occurred in contagious pneumonia. 
Now it was established that in influenza catarrh affec¬ 
ted most of the organs, the respiratory tract and the ab¬ 
dominal tract, ana there was a discharge from the nose 
in many cases. In Law’s table of diagnostic symptoms 
of the two diseases he said that in contagious pneumonia 
there was discharge from the nose, and that in both cases 
it was yellow, and his own observations confirmed this. 

The President said that he did not refer to nasal 
catarrh at all; it was intestinal catarrh which was absent 
in pneumonia. 

1 Mr. Male replied that the catarrh affecting the bowels 
in contagious pneumonia was even more marked than in 
influenza ; a horse often got severe diarrhoea also, and 
when those symptoms occurred the horse would prob¬ 
ably die. 

The President said that was so in a moribund horse, 
but not in a horse in a typical condition. 

Mr. Male said that the catarrh of the bowel was typ¬ 
ical t)f contagious pneumonia, even if diarrhoea did not 
oocur. Catarrh of the bile-duct also occurred, as was 
proved by the bilious condition of the membranes. The 
post-mortem lesions in a horse which had died of influ¬ 
enza complicated with pneumonia were identical with 
those where a horse died of so-called contagious pneu¬ 
monia. Freidberger and Frohner, Laws, Hutyra and 
Marec, all agreed on that point. With regard to swel¬ 
lings, in the case of the outbreak he had quoted (which 
the President thought was contagious pneumonia) many 
of the horses got swelling of the limbs ; so that if Prof. 
Wooldridge contended that that was an outbreak of 
contagious pneumonia, then he would have to admit that 
-the swellings in the limbs were symptomatic of contag¬ 
ious pneumonia. Some authorities described contagious 
pneumonia under a special head, and under that special 
nead they described the symptoms of swelling of the 
legs—in fact there was another synonym given for that. 
The points which Prof. Wooldridge had pointed out as 
diagnostic symptoms disagreed with his (the speaker’s 
observations), they disagreed with some of the other 
speakers’ observations, and they disagreed with most of 
tne authorities he had consulted ; so that as far as he 
could see no points had been brought forward which 
held water to refute the suggestions he had made! 
(laughter.) 


With regard to the transmission of the infection from 
horses to man, he was rather interested in the recent 
outbreak in human beings ; and haying had influenza, 
and watched other people have it, it struck him very 
forcibly that the disease was practically identical with 
that occurring in the horse. Most medical men agreed 
that pneumonia was a secondary complication to in¬ 
fluenza, as he thought was the case with the horse. 
There was considerable Joubt as to the cause of influenza 
in the human subject. Pfeiffer had found and described 
a bacillus, but it was very doubtful at present as to 
whether that really caused the disease ; medical men 
inclined to the view that the cause of the disease was an 
ultra-microscopic organism. He had a letter from a 
past-President of the College—he would not mention 
nis name—which said : “I personally thoroughly en¬ 
dorse all you have written.” A Professor known to the 
members had told him that he had observed what he 
thought were cases of infection from horses to man. So 
that there was some evidence to support his suggestion. 
Of course, as in many other diseases, the conditions 
must be suitable for infection. In the outbreak of in¬ 
fluenza among human beings the increased virulence, he 
had no doubt, was due to increased herding of people 
owing to the war. In the same way with horses, there 
would be the increased virulence of the organism which 
caused the lung symptoms, with also possibly the in¬ 
fluenza virus; ana if the men were put under thoec 
adverse conditions then he thought there might be a 
chance of their becoming infected from the horse ; but 
he hoped experiments would be made to prove or dis¬ 
prove that. He noticed that most of the authorities in 
the text-books said there was absolutely no connection ; 
that Pfeiffer found a bacillus, and therefore there was no 
connection between the two. That was the chief argu¬ 
ment they advanced as to there being no infection from 
horse to man—because Pfeiffer found a bacillus; but 
Pfeiffer’s bacilluB had got rather into bad repute recently, 
so that possibly the text-book would be revised in its 
next edition. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Male for his paper was car¬ 
ried with acclamation. 

Letter from Mr. Leslie Scorr, K.C., M.r. 

The President inquired whether members desired 
that Mr. Leslie Scott’s letter should be returned to him 
for amplification of the points he had raised, or whether 
they would like to appoint a small committee to go into 
the matter and bring recommendations forward. 

Mr. Willett said he thought a small committee 
might be formed to go into the matter after Mr. Leslie 
Scott had been heard from again, and bring its conclu¬ 
sions before the next meeting. 

Mr. McIntosh thought that Mr. Leslie Scott could 
give no further information ; the points were quite clear. 
They knew what he meant. 

The President thought it was not quite clear what 
he did mean. 

Mr. Irving said it was by no means clear : it was 
altogether too indefinite. He proposed that Mr. Leslie 
Scott should be written to, ana asked to elaborate his 
questions, and give a definite statement as to what he 
proposed to do before the Society discussed the matter. 
Mr. Willett formally seconded, and this course was 
agreed to. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


NORTH OF IRELAND V.M.A. 

The following resolution was passed by the Council 
of the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association 
at their meeting held in Belfast on the 12th May 1919 
“ That having carefully considered the proposed Bill 
of the National Master Farriers Association, we are de- 
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termined to oppose it by every means in onr power, as 
it threatens to interfere with the rights of veterinary 
surgeons to conduct the business of horseshoeing. Ana 

_L i._i. _ n_n -1 it. r»_i i i 




of Veterinary Surgeons, that a committee be formed to 
look after the interests of our profession in the passage 
of the Bill” 

“That they also wish to express themselves in entire 
sympathy with the Anaesthetics Bill at present before 
Parliament, and trust that its passage may be secured.” 

May Street, J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.e., m.r.c.v.s. 
Belfast, 15th May. President 

THE DIGNITY OF THE PROFESSION. 

To the Editor of“ The Veterinary Record” 

The following advertisement for a Veterinary Inspec¬ 
tor in lieu of the late Mr. E. Man well, m.r.c. v.s., deserves 
publication. 

It shows in what light the Local Authority sanctioned 
by the Veterinary branch of the Irish Department of 
Agriculture views the administration of the Diseases of 
Animals Act. 

Is it any wonder that notifyable diseases are preva- 
ient even more so than the weekly returns lead one to 
suppose.—Yours faithfully, 

Kells, Co. Meath, J. Fox, m.r.c.v.s. 

Meath County Council : Appointment of 
Veterinary Inspector. 


Dear Sir,—“ Fools rush in where Angels fear to tread” 
and I daresay I shall draw down the wrath of the migh ty 
unknown if you care to print this protest; but why all 
these pen names, Dagonet, Diogenes, etc., why should a 
man be ashamed of his own name? Personally I am 
only a poor, dense and doubtless misguided country 
practitioner, but I am never inclined to place much value 
on opinions expressed over a pseudonym and I believe 
there are many others of the same way of thinking. 

All this froth arises because I have just been raiding 
“Dagonet” in yours of May 3rd ; now, I have had the 
pleasure of meeting both Mr. J. Willett and Mr. 
McIntosh and can place a definite value on their opin¬ 
ions but Mr. D, well of course he is only an unknown 
shadow.—Yours truly, 

Lechlade, Glos. J. R. Baxter 

May 20. 


THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE. 
Patron : His Majesty the King. 

Congress at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, July 28th to 
August 2nd, 1919. Arranged at the invitation of the 
Mayor and Corporation. President of the Congress: 
His Grace the Duke of Northumberland. 

The arrangements for the meeting will include.*— 
President's Inaugural Address. Lecture to the Congress. 
Popular Lecture. 


“The Meath County Council will at their Quarterly 
Meeting to be held on Monday, 26th May, 1919, at ele¬ 
ven o’clock in the forenoon, at the County Hall, Navan, 
consider applications and appoint a Veterinary Inspec 
tor under the Diseases of Animals Acts for the Ardee 
No. 2 Rural District of County Meath. 

The person appointed will receive a salary of £15 per 
annum, same to be in full discharge of all duties to be 
performed by him under the Diseases of Animals Acts 
or Orders in Council thereunder now in force, or which 
may hereafter be enacted ; or under any direction of the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction, 
or the Local Authority or its Executive Committee under 
the said Acts, and to include mileage or attendance at 
such Fairs and Markets as may be required. 

It will be necessary that the person appointed reside 
within the area comprised by the Ardee Union. 

Appointment to be subject to the approval of the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. 

Applications will be received not later than eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon on Monday, 26th May, 1919. 
Personal attendance of candidates necessary at time, of 
election. By Order, 

County Hall, John J. Grennan, Secretary. 

Navan, 28th April, 1919. 

“CONSULTATIONS, ADVICE, ETC.” 

Sir.—The following inscription appears on a board 
attached to a little house in the main thoroughfare of a 
town near Reigate:— 

H. P. Reid, 
late R.A.V.C. 

Consultations, advice <fec. in special cases by 
expert veterinary surgeon arranged. 

I am sending the above to the Royal College of Vet¬ 
erinary Surgeons in the hope they will communicate with 
the Army Veterinary Department, but in the meantime 
it behoves all members of the profession to watch for 
such sign boards as above, as quackery after the great 
war is bound to be rampant.—-I am, Yours faithfully, 

The Gables, Reigate, Chas. A. SquAiR. 

ViMay 17. 


Sectional Meetings for the reading and discussion' of 
papers relating to Sanitary Science and Pre¬ 
ventive Medicine. Engineering and Architecture. 
Hygiene of Maternity and Child Welfare. Personal 
and Domestic Hygiene. Industrial Hygiene. 
Confei'ences : Representatives of Sanitary Authorities. 
Representatives of Port Sanitary Ai^thautlgs. Med¬ 
ical Officers of j Health. Enging^fs^V^^egmrs. 
Veterinary Inspectors. Sanjpary Inspector# 
Health Visitors. ((& Af op T 

It is proposed to arrange in^onnec&o$ vitti the 
meeting a Health Exhibition shgdally jjjlue&itbi* 
Hygiene of Infants and Child Weffiin^H^sing, in? 
eluding laying out of estates, planninj^eg tt|i8MlAa pd^ 
construction, fittings and appliances ; Ship^Smrfi£mi, 
etc., as well as matters relating to Municipal Sanitation 
and Domestic Health and Comfort. 

Visits are arranged during the Congress to Water 
Works, Sewage Disposal Works, Isolation and other 
Hospitals, ana other places of Sanitary interest. . 


ANIMALS (ANESTHETICS). 

A Bill to make further provision for the Protection of 
Animals from Cruelty. Presented by Lieut-Col. Walter 
Guinness, supported by Lieut.-Col. Archer-Shee, Sir 
Frederick Banbury, Mr. Bottomley, Mr. Butcher, 
Major Courthope, Lieut.-Col. Greene, Sir Samuel 
Hoare, Mr. T. P. O’Connor, Major O’Neill, Mr. 
John Jones and Sir Philip Magnus. 


1—(1) If any person shall subject or cause or procure, 
or being the owner permit to be subjected an animal to 
an operation contrary to the regulations contained in 
this section, he shall be guilty of an offence under this 
Act. 

(2 )—(a) A horse shall not be subiected to any 
operation specified in the First Schedule to this Act, 
and a dog shall not be subjected to any operation 
specified in the Second Schedule to this Act, unless the 
animal during the whole of the operation is under the 
influence of some general ansesthetio of sufficient power 
to prevent the animal feeling pain. 
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(b) A horse two years old and over shall not be sub¬ 
jected to the operation of castration unless during the 
whale of the operation he is under the influence of some 
qeneral anesthetic of sufflcient power to prevent him 
from feeling pain. 

. (c) A horse shall not be subjected to any operation 
specified in the Third Schedule to this Act unless during 
the whole of the operation it is under the influence of 
some general amesthetic or some local anesthetic being, 
in either case, of sufflcient power to prevent it feeling 
pain. 

a—f l) Any person who is guilty of an offence under 
this Act shall be liable on summary conviction in 
respect of the first offence to a fine not exceeding five 
pounds, and in respect of any second or subsequent 
offence to a fine not exceeding twenty-five pounds, or 
alternatively, or in addition thereto, to be imprisoned 
with or without hard labour for any term not exceeding 
three months. 

(2) An appeal shall He from any conviction or order 
by a court of summary jurisdiction under this Act to 
quarter sessions. 

8—(1) The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries may* 
by order made subject to the provisions of this section, 
add any other operation to the operations specified in 
any schedule to this Act, and any operation so added 
shall be deemed to be an operation specified in that 
schedule, and the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
may also by order made as aforesaid extend any pro¬ 
vision of this Act to any domestic animal to which it 
does not at the time apply, with such modifications or 
additions as may appear to that Board to be necessary. 

(2) The draft of any such order shall be published for 
a period of two months before the order is made, and 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries during that 
period shall receive and consider any representations 
made to them with respect to the order by any persons 
upbearing to them to be interested in the subject of the 
oraer. 

(3) The order, when made, shall forthwith be laid 
before Parliament, and shall not take effect until it has 
so lain for thirty days before each House of Parliament, 
being days upon which that House has sat, and if a 
resolution is passed by either House before the ex¬ 
piration of such days declaring that the order be 
annulled, the order shall not take effect, but if no such 
resolution is passed the order Bhall take effect on such 
day after the expiration of the last day on which any 
such resolution might have been passed as the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries may appoint. 

4 In this Act, except the context otherwise requires* 
the expression “dog” includes and bitch, sapling, or 
puppy; “ general anaesthetic ” shall include chloral 
hydrate, and in the case of a dog morphine. 

SCHEDULB8. 

First Schedule. Radical operation for quittor. Line 
firing. Operation for stripping the wall of the hoof or 
sole. Radical operation for poll evil. Radical operation 
for fistulous withers. Ovariotomy. Laparotomy. 

Secand Schedule . Castration. Ovariotomy. Lapar¬ 
otomy „ 

Third Schedule. Neurectomy or unnerving. Enu¬ 
cleation of the eyeball. Trephining. 

Memorandum. 

The Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876, provided for the 
use of anaesthetics in the case of all experiments calcu¬ 
lated to cause pain. There is, however, no restriction 
of any kind on operations performed in the ordinary 
course apart from research. 

This Bill would make it an offence to perform certain 
scheduled operations on horses and dogs without the 


use of an amesthetic. It would not interfere with the 
present practice of castrating colts, but would make an 
anaesthetic compulsory when this operation is performed 
on horses two years old and upwards. 

The schedules deal only with operations on horses and 
dogs, but the Bill would empower the Board of Agri¬ 
culture to order the use of anaesthetics for such other 
operations on domestic animals ‘ as might be thought 
advisable after full enauiry, and after laying a draft 
order for thirty days before each House of Parliament. 


In the House of Commons, May 2. 

Lt.-Col. Walter Guinness, in moving the second 
reading, said 

“ The advance of medical science has not brought any 
alleviation of suffering to animals in the way that it has 
to human beings. It has, indeed, too often greatly in¬ 
creased their sufferings, because there are now performed 
on animals surgical operations which were never dream¬ 
ed of in the days before the discovery of anaesthetics 
revolutionised surgery. There are, no doubt, many 
humane owners who make a point of demanding the use 
of anaesthetics for their animals, but in the enormous 
majority of cases horses and dogs do not have the 
benefit of anaesthetics in the complicated and severe 
operations in which they would invariably be used as a 
matter of course in the case of human beings. This Bill 
has never been discussed in the House of Commons, but 
it has been very considerably discussed in the country, 
and has been modified to meet the views of agriculturists 
and of the veterinary profession. I first drafted a Bill 
on this subject in 1912, as the result of myself seeing a 
great many veterinary operations at the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and elsewhere. In its original 
form the Bill, besides making anaesthetics compulsory 
in the case of certain scheduled operations, forbade the 
castration of pigs and bulls over the age of six months 
except in the case of disease. This was strongly opposed 
by agriculturists, and to meet their views I reintroduced 
the Sill in 1913 without the provision as to pigs and 
bulls, and, in the case of horses, limiting the compulsory 
use of anesthetics to the gelding of two-year-olds and 
upwards, where, owing to the larger size of the blood 
vessels, the operation is more protracted and painful 
than in the case of colts. In 1913 the Cattle Diseases 
Committee of the Central Chamber of Agriculture wrote 
approving of the Bill in its amended form. Clause 3 
would enable the Board of Agriculture to extend the 
Schedules and to apply them to other domestic animkls, 
after fulfilling certain necessary provisions to secure 
that agricultural interests are not forgotten. Ill-luck 
in the ballot prevented any progress with the Bill in 
1913, and in 1914 further changes were made in the 
scheduled operations to meet criticisms which had been 
developed by a very considerable correspondence in the 
columns of the ‘Veterinary Record/ the ‘Veterinary 
News/ the ‘Veterinary Journal’ and elsewhere. The 
proposal in its present form has been very carefully dis¬ 
cussed, and it is the result of an agreement to meet those 
agricultural and veterinary interests which had the best 
claim to be considered. The scheduled operations are 
limited to those on horses and dogs, and a distinction is 
drawn between operations which should be performed 
under a general amesthetic and those for which only a 
local amesthetic is required. I know it may seem rather 
curious to lay down anything stringent in the way of 
distinction between local and general anaesthetics, but I 
am told by young and progressive members of the vet¬ 
erinary profession that there is so much prejudice among 
certain of the older men against the use of anaesthetics 
that, unless it is definitely laid down what shall be used, 
many operators will go on with the present practice of 
using no effective amesthetic whatever.” 
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Evidence was given by Nicholas Crogan, stud groom 
to Mr. Clement Hobson. When the defendant filled the 
certificate up it was getting dark. Mr. Champneys 
did not say he was not qualified. 

For the defence Mr. Stainer said he understood from 
the defendant that he told Mr. Crogan he was not a 
qualified man and that he should call in Mr. Gulleford. 
When defendant signed the certificate it was getting 
dark. Of course he should have carefully looked at the 
document. There was no question of defrauding any¬ 
one. 

Defendant was fined £2 and £1 Is. special costs.— 
The Kentish Observer. 


The Public School Spirit. 

People who love to stir up class wars are very hot just 
now on decrying “ the public school spirit.” I think 
they would havehad their eyes opened had they been—as 
I was—at a meeting in London on Friday to discuss a war 
memorial to fallen Old Wellingtonians 606 killed, 750 
wounded! When you are reminded by Sir Ian 
Hamilton that the number of wounded in past wars has 
enerallv been 4 or 5 times larger than the number of 
illed, tne.se figures strike yon, as they struck him, as 
evidence of “quite exceptional determination and valour.” 
It was from the O.T.C.s that we got the officers, and the 
Duke of Connaught affirms that it was the public-schools 
who made the O.T.C.s .—The People. 


The R.A.V.C., Comforts Fund. 

By kind permission of the President, a meeting of 
the Royal Array Veterinary Corps Comforts Fund 
will be held at the Royal College of Veterinary Bur¬ 
geons, Red Lion Square, on Tuesday, 3rd June at 3 o’c., 
to decide the disposal of the balance in hand when 
the Fund is finally closed. All contributors are earnestly 
invited to attend. 

E. A. Blenkinsop, Hon. Sec. 

29/7 Bramham Gardens, S.W. 5 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gaiette 

War Office, Whitehall, May 17. 

The following are among the Decorations awarded by 
the King of Italy at various dates to the British Forces 
for distinguished services rendered during the campaign: 
The King has given unrestricted permission in all cases 
to wear the decorations and medals in question 

Croce di Guerra. 

* * * * 

Capt. (act. Mai.) T. J. Faith full, (Spec. Res.) 

Temp. Capt. G. Green. 

Temp. Capt. M. Sparrow. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) W r . Stothert, o.b.e., (t.f.) 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

May 13. 

Temp. Capt. E. J. Burndred reliquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on vacating the appt. of D.A.D.V.S, (Apr. 23), 

May 15. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt. Col.. A. Olver, c.b.. c.m.g., f.r.c.v.s. 
relinquishes the act. rank of Col. on ceasing to hold 
the appt. of d.d.v.s. (April 1); Temp. Capt. J. F. 
Donnelly resigns his commn. (May 16). 

Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. J. Biron retires in the 
British Isles (April 30). 

May 20. 

Temp. Hon. Capt. J. Brown relinquishes his commn. 
on ceasing to be empld. (Mar. 24), and retains the 
hon. rank of Capt. 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

May 19. 

Temp. Capt. (actg. Maj.) R. L. L. Hart, relinquishes the 
act. rank of Maj on ceasing to be empld. (April 1). 


OBITUARY. 

John Clayton Jones, m.r,c.v.s., Newcastle Emlyn, 
Carmarthenshire. Graduated, Lond : Dec. 1875, 
Mr. Jones’ death occurred on Sunday, 18th inst. 

James Edward Kitchin, m.r.c.v.s., Worship Street, 
London, E.C. New Edin. : April, 1878. 

Mr. Kitchin died at his residence, Glengall Lodge, 
Woodford Green, Essex, on Monday, 19th inst, aged 
64 years. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Influenza. 

Equine influenza, though it has long been widely 
known and much discussed, is still very imperfectly 
understood. This was well brought out by Mr. 
Male's recent paper upon the subject, and especially 
by the Central Society’s discussion of it. 

Mr. Male provided a novelty in his suggestion of 
a possible relationship between human and equine 
influenza. Of oourse this is altogether heterodox, 
and it can hardly be said that Mr. Male has produced 
much evidence in support of his idea. The mere 
olinical similarity between the human and equine 
affections is no great argument, in face of the known 
fact that some diseases oommon to man and animals 
differ considerably in their symptoms aod oourse 
according to tbe species of the subject. Again, the 
coincidence of human and equine influenza has so 
far been as much controverted as corroborated by 
other observers. As Mr. Male says, we are not yet 
in a position to dogmatically deny a relationship 
between the two diseases ; but a strong case against 
the orthodox view has yet to be presented. Other 
members may be able to give support to the new 
view, and any well considered evidence would help 
matters forward. 

Discussion ocourred also upon the relation of 
equine influenza and oontagious pneumonia; but 
not muoh light can be thrown upon this question 
by olinicians. We are not likely to get beyond our 
present doubt until the laboratory provides us with 
more certain and more accurate axiological data 
than we possess now. The discussion upon treat¬ 
ment was more helpful; and perhaps the most 
interesting point was the generally unfavourable 
reports of the use of vaccines and sera. The dis¬ 
cussion reflected the now general tendency of 
English practitioners to discard alleged specifics 
and to rely upon careful hygiene and comparatively 
simple symptomatic treatment, varied in accordance 
with the needs of the case. This offers considerable 
scope to individual judgement, and exchanges of 
experience regarding it are always useful. 

Paper and discussion alike emphasized one im¬ 
portant truth. Little as we understand equine 
influenza, there are few diseases against which a 
veterinary surgeon with a free hand can do better 
work under fairly favourable conditions. Every 
practitioner knows the enormous saving that may 
be effected by the all-important dotation and 
stoppage of early oases, and subsequent careful 
elitiioal supervision throughout the outbreak. 


ON PROFESSIONAL POLITICS. 

I have been interested by reading the various 
views of correspondents on the social status of the 
veterinary profession, expressed in letters which 
seem to have been incited by a passing remark of 
mine, in an article on Propaganda work—that the 
complaints about the social position of the profession 
left me quite cold, because each individual member's 
social position was only personal to himself. 

Since there appears to be suoh a diversity of 
opinion on the matter, I should like to amplify that 
statement by expressing the conviction that no pro¬ 
fession has any distinct social advantage over 
another, and that the idea that sensible people treat 
the profession with—as one correspondent puts it— 
disdain, is in my opinion quite incredible. 

One letter quotes another author who refers to 
the writings of one Vegetius, and on that authority 
states that 1500 years ago the profession was regar¬ 
ded in Italy as a mean and contemptible occupation, 
and this author expresses bis opinion that public 
view on the question has undergone little change 
since. As a matter of fact Vegetius was one of the 
greatest admirers of the veterinary art that had ever 
lived up to his day, and he appears to have been 
betrayed into high flown language solely by his 
painful conviction that those who devoted themselves 
to the study of animal medioine were not encouraged 
as they should be. 

Vegetius himself had no mean opinion of the im¬ 
portance of the veterinary art, since he scoured all 
Italy and Greeoe to find men best versed in it, and 
made more use of them in his armies than any com¬ 
mander had ever done previously. 

Complaints suoh as these that tbe profession is 
treated with “disdain” and as a “mean and contemp¬ 
tible occupation” at the present day, are not only 
highly injurious to the advancement of the profession 
and the proper recognition of our true position, but 
they are as I believe wholly untrue. 

So far as the United Kingdom is concerned, 
although such drastic statements are still probably 
absolutely inaccurate, there is ample evidenoe that 
the veterinary profession has but very little political 
influence. When we see a sailor calmly in 
charge of the Animal Diseases Department 01 tbs 
State, and the various other incongruous situations, 
too numerous to mention, we can only long for the 
time when another Gilbert and Sullivan will be dis¬ 
covered. 

Our disastrous lack of political influence is in my 
opinion the foundation of every important disadvan¬ 
tage the profession labours under. It limits ear 
sphere of work, it keeps down our fees, it helps quack- 
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ery, and it allows other professions and laymen to bntt 
into our speoial provinces to our manifest disad¬ 
vantage. 

As an example of the latter point I may refer to 
the many articles, letters eto., which have, during 
the last two or three months appeared in the press, 
on Babies. Some were by “our medioal correspon¬ 
dent” others by *‘A Harley Street Physician” or by 
and by various laymen. I have not seen 
in any one the slightest mention of a veterinary 
surgeon in connection with rabies at all; and the 
general publio may be excused if the impression be 
formed that either the veterinary profession is de¬ 
funct, or that it has nothing to do with rabies. 

When, however, one takes a broader view of the 
profession, and observes the conditions obtaining in 
other countries, it is possible to cheer up consider¬ 
ably. In France when they require an expert on 
the muzzling of dogs, they do not apply to the 
Navy; and if a young veterinary surgeon wishes 
for a thorough training in baoteriology he is given 
it free of charge at the Pasteur Institute. He is 
not given a limited “veterinary course,” but he has 
to study the whole science—and that very thorough¬ 
ly. If he requires speoial instruction in Parasit¬ 
ology, Hosmatology, etc., for research work he can 
have it at the College de France or the School of 
Medioine, and no one ever dreams of differentiating, 
preferentially, between the praotitioner of human 
and animal medioine. 

In that country pathology is recognised only as 
pathology, and it would be hopeless to attempt to 
move the French mind from that one logioal stand¬ 
point. Here, we seem to be so beset by extraor¬ 
dinary fads, preferences and fanciful sentiment, 
that I think the best way the veterinary profession 
can adopt to avoid being finally smothered in men¬ 
tal fog is to institute a systematised form of 
propaganda whioh would ensure the profession 
being kept always before the public . 

One need not look very far to see that in other 
countries veterinary surgeons have attained positions 
whioh, in the existing state of things would be prac- 
tioally impossible in the United Kingdom. 

Salmon (although he never went to sea^ was 
Chief of the Bureau of Animal Industry m the 
United States; and his position in the world of 
scientific medicine is one the profession may well 
be proud of. Hassal, although a British veterinary 
surgeon, is responsible for many years of patient 
work in America, the results of which are well known 
to, and appreciated by every zoologist of importance 
in the world. 

Gilruth, who was recently indicated in The 
Record as being now the Governor and Admini¬ 
strator of the Northern Territory of Australia, was 
for many years chief of the Veterinary Department 
in New Zealand, and while holding that office he 
was also Pathologist and Bacteriologist to the Brit¬ 
ish Medical Association, and during the outbreak of 
Bubonio Plague, was Plague Commissioner. 

When any veterinary surgeon in the United 
Kingdom receives appointments similar to the two 
latter, I, for one, shall be confidently watching for 
the advent of the millenium. 


I had the honour of illustrating Gilruth's report 
on Bubonio Plague, and about 10 years ago I met 
Haffkine in Paris, who referred to it as a classic 
report in the history of Plague. I may as well ad¬ 
mit at once he was referring to Gilruth's work, and 
not to my elaborate frontispiece. 

Gilruth's other work in animal diseases is well 
known, and to my personal knowledge is often quo¬ 
ted on the continent as well as in American litera¬ 
ture, and is better known in most countries probably 
than in the United Kingdom. 

Beakes the Chief Veterinary Officer to the 
Government of New Zealand is not only the head 
of the Veterinary Department but he is also Direc¬ 
tor of the whole Stock Department; a position of 
affairs which may usefully be recommended for study 
to the British Minister for Agriculture. 

Chauveau, to mention only one of the many dis¬ 
tinguished French veterinary surgeons, was Presi¬ 
dent for many years of the largest Pathologioal 
Society in the world, and he was a member of the 
examining boards of both the medical and veterinary 
professions. Although Chauveau was a veterinary 
surgeon he is regarded as one the most distinguished 
scientists of his day. 

One might continue for a long time to refer to 
men who by their work and example have made the 
profession known and respected as an intellectual 
and scientific occupation, and such world-wide facts 
are not to be disregarded by practical people. Muoh 
less can they be discounted by injudicious and in¬ 
jurious statements regarding what some people 
erroneously imagine to be “public opinion.” 

If in the U nited Kingdom our peculiar sentiments 
and prejudices so blind us to what has been done 
elsewhere that we can only see the profession as it 
appears here—lacking in influence, apathetic, and 
unable to make itself heard when others try to teaeh 
us our business, we may eventually persuade 
ourselves that there is something inherently 
vulgar and wrong in the study of animal diseases 
and in the relief of animal suffering. 

I am, however, very glad to see from a letter by 
Mr. St. Bel Golledge that there is at any rate Borne 
indication of a spirit abroad, the judicious use of 
whioh would soon ensure us that sound political 
position we and our predecessors have long ago very 
Justly earned. 

Henry C. Wilkie, f.r.c.v.s., f.z.s. 


COLONIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Now that many young members are likely to be 
demobilised and may desire to try their fortunes in 
the oolonies, a word of warning may not be out of 
place. No young man should be tempted merely by 
the offer of a salary whioh seems to be higher than 
he could obtain in the mother country. There are 
many points to be considered in this connection, e.g. 
(1) what is the relative cost of living, (2) what sta¬ 
tus does the profession enjoy in the country offering 
the appointment, (3) is the profession protected 
against quaokery. 
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In the ease of Government Services, a salary ade¬ 
quate to compensate for the risks encountered, with 
11 satisfactory pension should be insisted on. The 
veterinary profession is one, Vis unita fortior , and it 
will be no help to men at present in government 
service who are trying to raise their status, if young 
graduates from the mother country are obtainable 
at a low salary. 

In South Africa, to quote a case in point, many 
good men have recently resigned their posts under 
the Union government, owing to their dissatis¬ 
faction with the prevailing conditions. The Minis¬ 
ter of Agriculture is informed and advised by a sec¬ 
retary for Agriculture who, as a layman, cannot be 
competent to advise on matters connected with the 
veterinary service. Yet he has a veto on all recom¬ 
mendations, not only with regard to conditions of 
pay and promotion within the service, but also on 
recommendations made by the service for the more 
efficient carrying out of their work. 

It is understood that the scale of salaries has re¬ 
cently been improved, but the salaries offered are 
far from adequate, and strong representations are 
being made by the veterinary staff in South Africa to 
the Commission on the Public services now sitting, 
to remove their grievances. Meanwhile it will 
strengthen the hands of our members in their 
fight out there if applicants for Government posts 
insist on being granted the same status and salary 
as are now being petitioned for by the present staff. 
South Africa is a rich and growing country, and it 
will find it to its advantage to increase its staff of 
qualified veterinary surgeons, even to three times 
its present number, and to offer such conditions of 
pay and pension as will attract the best class of 
candidate. 

Let this not be to discourage young men from 
emigrating. There is a certain type of man—and 
happily, the mother country produces a good few 
of them to build and strengthen her empire—to 
whom the uncertainties of colonial life are infinitely 
preferable to the unadventurous routine of general 
practice at home. These will not be deterred from 
seeking their fortunes abroad, and this note is 
written merely to remind them of the duty they 
owe, as members of a a learned profession, to those 
who have gone before. 


A SIGNAL FLAG METHOD. 

Having an extensive country practice in a wide 
district, 3 have for the last ten years used a flag 
system with great benefit to myself. I used to find 
it very annoying, often passing through a village, to 
find a telegram awaiting at home to go to the next 
farm. So I arranged with clients at any time 
they wanted me, to put up a small flag where it 
could be seen from the road. If urgent, send a 
message; if not, I could call when passing. They 
became quite enthusiastic about it, and I can tell 
their politics by their flags, as most conservatives 
use a blue, and liberals a red. I was passing through 
an Oxfordshire village the other day and when I 
returned I found a farmer had tied a piece of news¬ 


paper on the end of a stiok and tied it to a gate 
post. I can thoroughly recommend this praotioe 
as a saver of time, petrol and temper, and it costs 
nothing to work. 

Faringdon. J. H. Parker, m.r.cv.s. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Camphorated Carbolic Ointment in the 
Treatment of Follicular Mange. 

Slavu published an account of this treatment in 
the Arhiva Veterinara of 1914. As carbolic acid 
is a good anti-parasitic agent, he has attempted to 
use it and at the same time to oorrect its irritant 
and coagulating effects upon albumen. With the 
latter object he has mixed it with camphor, which 
is also a parasiticide. He has used an ointment 
composed of one part liquid carbolic acid, two parts 
ordinary refined camphor, and twenty parts white 
vaseline, applied after the following technique. 

The animal is clipped, even when the affeotion 
is localised; otherwise diseased parts might pass 
unperceived. The surfaoe of the body is divided 
into four areas for the purpose of treatment. Each 
day one of these parts is well rubbed with the 
ointment; and thus, at the end of four days each 
has been treated in succession. The animal is next 
bathed with a 2% solution of sulphurated potash, 
and the whole process is then repeated. This goes 
on until each of the four divisions has been treated 
with the ointment three times in slight cases and 
four times in serious ones. 

In pustular follicular mange, it is absolutely 
necessary to extract all the pus from the diseased 
parts before applying the ointment. 

If too much ointment was used and if the body 
was divided only into three parts for treatment, 
toxic manifestations have appeared; but these were 
not serious. 

Blavu has thus treated twenty-four dogs in wbioh 
follicular mange had been diagnosed with the micro¬ 
scope. They were of various breeds (bull-dog, 
fox-terrier, pointer, etc.), and the ages ranged from 
eight months to two years. Of these twenty-four 
dogs sixteen had the squamous form of the disease, 
localised in four oases and generalised in twelve. 
Two others had the papular form ; and the remain¬ 
ing six had the pustular-squamous form generalised. 

With the exception of one dog whioh died of dis¬ 
temper during the treatment, all the animals treated 
did well. They increased in weight, the skin re¬ 
gained its suppleness, the hair grew again, and after 
from nine to sixteen days of treatment the parasites 
had disappeared. No recurrence of the disease was 
manifested, even four months after the cessation of 
the treatment. 

The effect of the ointment is due as much to the 
carbolic acid as to the camphor. The oamphor plays 
an important part as a parasiticide; for, with 
camphorated ointment alone, Slavu succeeded in 
curing sarcoptic mange and even follicular mange, 
though by a more prolonged treatment. 
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'The ointment of camphorated carbolic acid is 
superior to carbolic ointment, because it does not 
cause any modification in the structure of the skin 
viewed microscopically, and it enables the medic¬ 
ament to penetrate and to come into contact with 
the parasites .—(Annales de Midecine ViUrinaire). 

W. R. C. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 

A meeting of the Council of the National Association 
of Veterinary Inspectors was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Wednesday May 14th, 1919, at 2 p.m. 
Present. Major Abson, d.s.o., President, (in the chair) 
Messrs F. W. Garnett, John Malcolm, R. C. Trigger, J. 
Brennan de Vine, H. J. Dawes, and the Hon. Sec. The 
minutes of the last Council meeting were read, confirmed, 
and signed by the President. Letters of apology for 
absence were read from Messrs George E. King, T. H. 
Duckworth, Lieut.-Col. Brittlebank, c.m.g., John 
Dunstan, R. D. Williams, Hugh Begg, James Crowhurst, 
F. L. Gooch, P. G. Bond, and W. W. Grasby. 

Mr. John Malcolm proposed a resolution, placing on 
record the Council’s appreciation of the distinguished 
services to the State which had been rendered by its 
President, Major Abson, and Hon. Treas. Lieut-Col. 
Brittlebank, during the war, and which have been 
graciously recognised by His Majesty the King in the 
bestowal of the D.S.O. and C.M.G. respectively. This 
was seconded by Mr. R. C. Trigger, supported by Mr. 
H. J. Dawes and carried with acclamation. 

Major Arson, d.s.o., replied expressing his sincere 
thanks for the appreciative remarks of the proposer and 
others, and continuing, mentioned the various causes 
which had led to the suspension of any active operations 
by the Society during the war, and expressed his con¬ 
viction that the need for such a Society was greater 
now than ever, and that the next year or two promised 
to be a critical time for veterinary inspectors, unless a 
combined effort were made by them to safeguard their 
interests under the new legislative measures which were 
before Parliament. 

Mr. H. J. Dawes proposed a resolution placing on 
record the loss felt by the Association owing to the 
death of several members since the last meeting. This 
was seconded by Mr. F. Garnett and carried. The Sec¬ 
retary was instructed to communicate with the Secretary 
of the R.C.V.S., in order to obtain a complete obituary 
list. 

The names of the following gentlemen were proposed 
and seconded to fill five vacancies on the Council, namely, 
Messrs J. Brennan De Vine, (one of the Hon. Auditors) 
J. G. Parr, Leicester, G. Dudgeon, Sunderland, W. Ascot, 
Bideford, and J. O. Powley, Victoria Road, Sutton Cold¬ 
field, the last named gentleman having been elected a 
member of the Association on the proposition of Mr. 
Malcolm, seconded by Mr. Dawes. 

Mr. Malcolm proposed that Messrs Powley and De 
Vine be the Hon. Auditors, Mr. Powley, being elected 
in the place of Mr. W. S. Carless, deceased. 

Mr. Garnett proposed and Mr. Malcolm seconded the 
proposition that the Council and officers, with the above 
additions to fill death vacancies, be re-appointed, en bloc. 

Meeting at Newcastle. 

Gn the proposition of Mr. Malcolm, seconded by Mr. 
Garnett, it was decided that the next annual meeting of 
the Association be held at Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Thurs¬ 
day July 31st, at 3 p.m. This arrangement has been 
made to coincide with the annual meeting of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, the Veterinary Section of which will 


be presided over by Mr. John Malcolm, f.r.c.v.s. The 
meeting of the Veterinary Section of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute will be held on August 1st, and an address 
and a demonstration given by Sir Stewart Stockman on 
“Rabies.” The arrangements as to the meeting were 
left in the hands of the President, Mr. Malcolm, and the 
Hon. Sec. 

Mr. J. Brennan De Vine kindly promised to read a 
paper at the annual meeting on “The position and pros¬ 
pects of veterinary inspectors during the period of 
National Re-construction.” 

Fees by Local Authorities. 

A long discussion took place on the revision of fees 
payable by County Councils and other Local Authorities, 
and it was decided on the proposition of Mr. H. J. 
Dawes, seconded by Mr. R. C. Trigger, that members of 
the Association be urged to apply to their local authori¬ 
ties for an increase offees up to the following minimum 
scale, which is now in operation in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. 

For each visit and inspection. £110 

For the second and every other visit on any 
other day if on the same round as the first 10 6 

If not on the same round l 1 0 

Re-inspections, (including Parasitic Mange) 10 6 

For post mortem examination or Micro¬ 
scopical examination of blood. 110 

Mileage in all cases 7£d. per mile each way (or l/3d. 
per mile the double journey) from Veterinary Inspector’s 
residence. 

Board of Agriculture Fees. 

The ouestion of fees paid by the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisneries to Local Veterinary Inspectors was raised 
and discussed and several recommendations made. 

The Hon. Sec. was instructed to advertise in the two 
weekly Veterinary papers asking all veterinary inspec¬ 
tors to become members of the Association. 

Kettering, 24/5/19. Trevor F. Spencer Hon. Sec. 


PROGRESS OF VETERINARY WORK IN INDIA. 

“ Report on the progress of Agriculture in India for 
1917-18” is to hand, published at Calcutta, with a short 
introduction signed by the Agricultural adviser to the 
Government of India, Mr. J. Mackenna. It runs to 235 
pages, including 30 pages of tables of appendices, 
and is essentially a review of the position of the many 
departments coming under the nead of Agriculture. 
Chapter V., upon veterinary progress, from which the 
following excerpts are taken, occupies 30 pages, and, in 
addition to the two sections here quoted, Administra¬ 
tion and Inoculation, includes Cattle and Sheep-breed¬ 
ing, Veterinary Education and Research. 

Reports from the various provinces have appeared in 
our pages when space has allowed, but this grouping of 
the Provinces gives a fuller impression of the magnitude 
of the Department and its work. The perennial diffi¬ 
culties become even more prominent—understaffing: 
unattractive conditions of service: ignorance and in¬ 
difference to the natives—with hopeful results in a few 
provinces. 

“The department is much understaffed and considerable 
expansion is necessary if prophylactic measures for the 
cattle, which are the backoone of the Indian cultivator's 
prosperity, are to be provided on an adequate scale. 
Much educative work requires to be done in the districts 
by the veterinary staff before people will begin to under¬ 
stand the ways in which contagious diseases can be 
avoided and kept under control. This can only be 
achieved if more staff is provided." 
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[The following short notes show, inter alia, how mili¬ 
tary service has interfered with the work of tne Depart¬ 
ment, and how the work has steadily increased in 
volume.] 

Bombay . Colonel G. K. Walker, c.i.e., held charge 
of the department throughout the year. Out of the 
subordinate staff of 89 men 6 were on military duty and 
8 posts were unfilled. 

Madras. Mr. Aitchison,' Principal of the Madras 
Veterinary College, held charge of tne office of Superin¬ 
tendent in addition to his own duties from the 1st April, 
1917, to 12th November, 1917, when Mr. F. Ware, the 
permanent Superintendent, again took over charge. 
The post of Second Superintendent sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State could not be filled on account of the 
war. 

Bengal . Lieut.-Col. A. Smith remained in cliarge of 
the department in addition to his duties as Principal of 
the Bengal Veterinary College. The total number of 
Assistants doing military work during the year was 
eight. 


consent. With them in my opinion the chief obstacle 
is laziness; they hate bringing their cattle, waiting their 
turn, or giving a hand. If the job can be done while 
they sit around and smoke they don’t mind. With 
Indians the case is quite different. They do not wish 
to have anything done, or be interfered with. 

“When cattle are injected it is usually hopeless 
getting owners to mix their cattle with sick ones ; they 
prefer to take their chance of animals contracting dis¬ 
ease later. We have injected many animals two or three 
times owing to fresh cases being introduced, but, gener¬ 
ally speaking, one injection is all owners will submit 
their cattle to.” 

Central Provinces . Mr. C. W. Wilson held charge of 
the department throughout the year. The post of 
Second Superintendent was vacant. Fourteen In¬ 
spectors and Assistants were on military duty. 

It is gratifying to note that the department is gain¬ 
ing, more and more, the confidence of the people. In 
two years the number of cases treated by Veterinary 
Assistants has risen from 267,676 to 444,104. 


Bihar and Orissa. The department was under the 
charge of Mr D. Quinlan throughout the year. Of the 
subordinate staff three were on military duty. It is re¬ 
ported that as the conditions of pay are not satisfactory 
candidates for the service have been few and ill-qualified. 
The Local Government have submitted proposals to the 
Government of India for a great increase in the super¬ 
vising staff and more attractive conditions of service for 
all branches of the department. 

United Provinces. Mr. E. W. Oliver returned from 
leave in September, 1917, and took over charge from 
Mr. S. G. M. Hickey, Second Superintendent, who was 
officiating for him. Twelve members of the subordinate 
veterinary establishment were on military duty during 
the year under review. 

A vernacular veterinary journal is issued monthly by 
the Society formed by the subordinate staff of the 
department. 

Punjab. Colonel Farmer, c.i.e.. held the post of 
Chief Superintendent throughout tne year. Two In¬ 
spectors and 37 Assistants were working in the Military 
Department. 

That the Veterinary Department in the Punjab iB 
growing in popularity is evident from the fact that 
whereas in the quinquennium 1900-05 only 30,000 ani¬ 
mals were treated in the hospitals, the number rose to 
an average of 146,000 in the quinquennium ending in 
1910, while in the year under report the number of 
animals treated was 360,000. A further sure sign of the 
steady growth of appreciation shown by stock owners is 
the fact that the people themselves are beginning to 
build veterinary hospitals, and cattle insurance is also 
coming into favour. The department is steadily work¬ 
ing for the improvement of cattle-breeding and there 
are now 1087 stud bulls at work in the province, an in¬ 
crease of nearly 10 per cent, on the figures for last year. 

The Punjab Veterinary Association continues to 
flourish. Its Journal has been considerably improved 
and is a very valuable contribution to the vernacular 
veterinary literature of the country. 

Burma . Colonel G. H. Evans was in charge of the 
department throughout the year with Mr. Rennie as 
Second Superintendent. 

As regards preventive inoculation and the so-called 
readiness of tne Burman cultivator to have his cattle 
inoculated, Colonel Evans makes the following remarks : 
“There may be an impression that cattle-owners in 
general jump at the opportunity of free serum injection 
for their cattle ; if this is so, it is a fallacy. Very few 
are really desirous to have it done. Much tact, patience, 
chaff, etc., is often necessary to induce Bhrmans to grant 


Assam. Mr. W. Harris held charge of the depart¬ 
ment throughout the year. The subordinate staff was 
strengthened by the appointment of four new Assistants, 
bringing the total number to 41. 

North-West Frontier Province. On Mr. Meadows 
services being placed at the disposal of the Army De¬ 
partment, Mr. T. F. Quirke held charge of the depart¬ 
ment in addition to that of North Punjab. One-fourth 
of the sanctioned scale of the subordinate veterinary 
staff was on military duty. 

jS 'indy Rajputana and Baluchistan. Mr. J. A. G. 
Cattell held the post of Superintendent throughout the 
year, except for 13 days in March when he proceeded to 
Quetta for training in the Army Remount Department, 
Baluchistan Circle, and Khan Bahadur S. G. Haji, 
Deputy Superintendent, acted for him. 

Imperial Bacteriological Laboratory. During the 
year under review the output of the products of this 
laboratory was increased to nearly double that of last 
year. 

To meet the increasing demands for anti-rinderpest 
serum and to maintain rinderpest virus for use in the 
inoculation of animals at the military dairies, the branch 
laboratory at Bareilly was opened during the winter 
months and 404,847 doses were prepared there. During 
the year the demand for mallein from the Military 
Department increased enormously, but all indents were 
complied with. 

Amounts of sera and vaccines manufactured atthis 
Laboratory and issued during the year 1917-18. 


Name of product 

Doses 

prepared 

igi 7 -i 8 

Doses issued 

Average of 
1917-18 previous 

Rinderpest serum 

2146421 

2069961 

5 years 

1127640 

Anthrax serum 

14175* 

19727 

25020 

H?om. Septicaemia serum 

216457 

189428 

84311 

„ „ vaccine 

117124 

117124 

127890 

Blackwater vaccine 

* 

17324 

16700 

Mallein 

191747 

193147 

26323 


* Prepared according to demand. 


The total value of the different products calculated on 
the basis fixed by Government amounted to Rs. 415,080 
(£27,672) against an expenditure of Rs. 336,481. 

Besides serving the needs of India, this laboratory 
undertook to meet the request of (1) the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Cairo, for a supply every month of 50,000 
doses of anti-rinderpest serum up to December, 1918, 
and (2) of the Veterinary Department of the jSoudan, 
for 200.000 doses of anti-rinderpest serum to be supplied 
before September, 1918. 
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Preventive Inoculation and Legislation. 

A comparison of the figures of mortality among cattle 
in India from rinderpest alone during the last three 
years, namely:— 

1915-16, 95159; 1916-17, 115548; 1917-18, 143861 
indicates that the ravages of rinderpest are on the in¬ 
crease and, even allowing for the fact that the improved 
system of reporting outbreaks now in vogue has resulted 
in a large increase m the number of deaths notified, it is 
permissible to enquire how it is that in spite of the in¬ 
creasing number of inoculations performed we are 
unable to stamp out the disease or minimise its ravages. 
The greatest difficulty in this direction is the apathy, 
stubbornness and ignorance of the villagers. They do 
not sufficiently understand the contagious nature of the 
disease and the ruinous results which follow from their 
neglect of ordinary precautions. They have not yet 
grasped how mucn isolation and disinfection help to 
check the disease. Further, the unrestricted movements 
of animals from infected areas and absence of compulsory 
inoculation of all cattle in the affected village and those 
surrounding it, are the causes most responsible for the 
spread of the disease. In this connection it would be 
well to emphasise the fact that rinderpest is a disease 
which can be stamped out and prevented from again 
occurring in any district, if proper veterinary police 
methods are employed, the reason being that the virus 
which causes the disease is propagated almost exclusively 
in the bodies of ruminants. 

There is no such thing as a spontaneous outbreak, 
because it can always be proved that the disease is at 
the time prevalent somewhere in the neighbourhood 
and that it has been brought to the affected village either 
by animals suffering from the disease or by infected 
material. 

Among the principal methods bv which cattle cah be 
protected from rinderpest are (1) the serum alone 
method, (2) serum and simultaneous method, (31 isola¬ 
tion and disinfection, and (4) inoculation with bile. 
The first method has been accepted as the best for India 
on account of its simplicity and absolute safety, and 
consists in the injection of a suitable dose of serum cal¬ 
culated according to the body weight and susceptibility 
of the animal. The Rejection of this dose of serum does 
not give full protection for an unlimited length of time 
and is used with the object of raising the power of resist¬ 
ance of the animals which are exposed to infection, by 
neutralising the causal agent, so that if they are attacked 
during the period of immunity they get only a mild form 
of the disease and become after recovery totally immune 
for life. The serum alone method should always be 
used with powers of compulsory inoculation and isola¬ 
tion. In order that its application in the field may be 
effective, all animals must be inoculated at the same 
time both in the affected village and in the villages in 
the neighbourhood, so that the site of the outbreak of 
the disease may be surrounded and isolated by a barrage 
of immunised animals, and, by the time the immunity 
conferred on them by the serum has disappeared, the 
disease will have also died out from lack of a suitable 
host. 

This was the plan of campaign employed in South 
Africa, together with the simultaneous method, to stamp 
out the disease there. Power was placed in the hands 
of the controlling authority to inoculate and isolate all 
animals compulsorily, and the ignorance and prejudice 
of one owner was not allowed to endanger the stock of 
the neighbourhood. By these means South Africa was 
freed from a devastating scourge. 

The Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, 
Madras, writes as follows:— 

“After an extended trial in this Presidency, it must 
be admitted that the ( serum alone’ method of inocula¬ 


tion will not stamp out rinderpest in this country^ while 
the conditions under which it has to be used in the 
villages remain as they are. 

“ Nothing less than compulsory inoculation will give 
the serum a fair chance, for, in a typical village, rarely 
as many as two-thirds of the cattle are produced for 
inoculation, and although the staff has been instructed 
repeatedly to return to every village for purposes of re- 
inoculating those animals which have already been done, 
the ryots get tired of producing them once a month, and 
when the animals eventually contract the disease from 
some of the uninoculated ones, and perhaps die, the 
serum is blamed. 

“ The result may be that eventually the ryots of that 
and other adjacent villages lose faith m the serum, refuse 
inoculation and re-inoculation altogether, and the disease 
goes on as if this department had made no effort at all 
in the matter.” 

In connection with surra also, the necessity for legisla¬ 
tion is pointed out by Mr. Oliver, Superintendent, Civil 
Veterinary Department, United Provinces, in the 
following passage 

“ The spread of surra from its endemic areas in the 
tracts along the foot of the hills to the districts of 
Etawah, Mainpuri, Banda and Nainital, was due to the 
unusually extensive transport operations and frequent 
movements of animals during the past two years. In 
addition to these causes we must consider the yearly 
increasing facilities for travel and developement of 
commercial intercourse between distant parts of the 
country, and it is easy to forsee a still further spread of 
infection unless energetic prophylactic measures are 
introduced without further loss of time. Whatever line 
of action is contemplated it is all important that the 
preventive measures taken must be swift and thorough. 
I am strongly of opinion that if we are to avert such a 
catastrophe as that which occurred in Mauritius in 
1902-03, more effective legislation than at present exists 
should be introduced at once. In 1910, it was decided 
that, with certain modifications and at the discretion of 
Local Administrations, the Glanders and Farcy Act 
could be applied in cases of surra, but although this was 
introduced in the case of the United provinces, in some 
of the adjacent territories and provinces no active steps 
in this direction were taken. It is obvious that com¬ 
pulsory slaughter of all diseased animals, and isolation 
of suspected cases and ‘ in contacts ’ is one of the first 
and most important measures to be adopted, but if this 
rule is only enforced here and there the result cannot be 
anything but a costly failure. The Surra Act or a 
modified or amended form of it should be applied with¬ 
out exception througout the whole of India. Next in 
importance to the destruction of all affected cases is the 
more complete control of the movements of all animals 
in the diseased localities, and powers should be acquired 
to declare affected areas, and, where necessary, to pro¬ 
hibit ingress and egress to and from such places. Rules 
for the closing of fairs and the prohibition of animal 
traffic on certain highways, if desirable, might be con¬ 
sidered.” 

In this as in many other diseases the increase in the 
spread of infection has become very marked and it is 
most important that similar methods of control should 
be adopted throughout all India. A policy of control 
confined to a district or a province is a policy of half 
measures at which the disease will laugh. 


The R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 

Alteration of Date of Meeting. 

The Meeting of the Contributors to the above Fund 
notified for Tuesday, 3td June, at 3 o’clock, is post¬ 
poned to Wednesday the 4th June, at the same hour. 
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The Influence of Diet on Teeth Formation. 

Some few yean back there was a good deal of atten' 
tion given to the question of “Rickets” in puppies, and 
a paper was contributed at one of the meetings of “The 
National” by Mr. F. W. Cousens, M.R.C.V.S. No defi¬ 
nite conclusions were arrived at, although lack of exer¬ 
cise was credited with being at least a contributory cause. 
At that time the word “vitamines” was not invented, 
although some of the effects of diet were fully acknow¬ 
ledged. The following extracts are from the report of 
an Experimental Study, by May Mellanby. from the 
Household and Social Science Department of the Lon¬ 
don University, Kensington, to the Medical Research 
Committee. 

The details of the experiments and a dozen illustrations 
of the defective teeth are omitted; but enough of the 
results and the line of argument are given to show a 
direct connection of cause and effect. 


“The investigation was undertaken primarily with the 
object of studying— 

1 The factors involved in the development of sound 
teeth and of the growth of the jaws in relation to the 
size of the teeth. 

2 The factors bearing on the immunity of erupted 
teeth to caries and other diseases. 

I propose to describe experimental work which deals 
with the first of the above problems and will adduce 
evidence to show that— 

1 Hypoplasia of the teeth is caused largely by a de¬ 
ficient diet. 

2 The factor in the diet which controls the calci¬ 
fication of the teeth is something of the nature of an 
accessory food factor (vitamine). 

3 This factor has a similar distribution to that of fat- 
soluble A, and has recently been shown by E. Mellanby 
to be largely responsible for the calcification of bone, a 
deficiency of this substance in the diet being followed 
by the development of rickets. 

“The part of this work to be described here has in¬ 
volved the examination of the teeth of those puppies 
used by my husband, Dr. Edward Mellanby, in the 
course of an extensive research on rickets made for the 
Medical Research Committee. Suffice it here to say 
that the diets consisted chiefly of white bread and sepa¬ 
rated milk, about 200 c. cm. per diem, together with the 
substances to be tested.. 

For work of this nature domesticated dogs are emi¬ 
nently suitable, in the first place because their normal 
diet is very similar to that of man, and in the second 
place because the formation and development of their 
teeth is more comparable with his than is the case with 
most other available animals. 

In examining the jaws and teeth attention has been 
paid to the study of (l) the time of shedding of the deci- 
dous teeth; (2) the time of eruption of the permanent 
dentition : (3) the arrangement of the teeth in the iaws ; 
(4) the condition of the enamel, <fcc.,; (5) the calcium 
content of the teeth. 

Results of Experiments. 

Three puppies of the same litter, when approximately 
8 weeks old were put on to diets the only differences in 
which were that (a) contained 10 g. of cod-liver oil per 
diem, (6) 10 g. of butter, and (c) 10 g. of linseed oil. The 
puppies were killed 15 weeks after the diets were started. 
It will be observed that (a) has lost all its deciduous 
teeth, while all the permanent teeth are fully developed ; 
(6) comes next in order—here some of the deciduous 
teeth are still firm in the jaws, while the permanent teeth 
are not all erupted ; (c) is still further behind, both as 
regards the shedding of the deciduous and the eruption 
of the permanent teeth. The arrangement of the teeth 


in the jaws is also better in (a) and (6) than in (c). The 
condition of the enamel varies in each case, appearing 
perfect in (a), slightly defective in places in (6). while in 
(c) the enamel on that part of the crown near the neck 
of the incisors is dark brown and that on the carnassials, 
except the top of the cusps, is dull brown.” 

*• These experiments and others of the same type show 
that when linseed oil is the only fat in the diet, then 
there is a delay in the shedding of the deciduous teeth 
and in the development of the permanent dentition. 
The animal fats, and more particularly cod-liver oil, 
cause these changes to proceed in a normal way. Again, 
the arrangement of the teeth and their appearance is 
much better when animal fats have been eaten.” 

“ As a general rule, it is difficult to associate rapid 
growth with ill-health, and yet we have seen in these 
experiments that the teeth of the more rapidly growing 
puppies are worse, whether the comparison is confined 
to the same or to another family. It seems impossible, 
therefore, to escape the conclusion that the malformed 
teeth are the result of some specific influence of the diet, 
such as has been suggested.” 

“It is always possible that chewing hard crusts, bones, 
etc., may improve the circulation in the developing jaws 
and so cause better teeth formation, but it cannot ex¬ 
plain the results described in this paper, for in no case 
was hard food of any kind given. From the point of 
view of bacterial action and the production of toxip^ 
products, the diets would appear, in most cases, to m 
similar, except in so far as tne fats are concerned. ., 

What, then, is the factor (or factors) in the diet, 
sponsible for these changes? We have seen thatihe 
puppies fed on animal fats such as cod-liver oil, buttdy,0 
ana suet had the best teeth, whereas those fed on linseed : 
oil had the worst. There is evidence that other vege¬ 
table oils—for instance, arachis oil and cotton-seed oil— 
also have deleterious effects. 

As has been already suggested, the metabolic factors 
normally involved in the process of teeth development 
may be of the nature of accessory food factors. It is 
now recognised that fat soluble A is present in abun¬ 
dance in cod-liver oil, butter, and animal fats generally, 
and is deficient in vegetable fats. The whole subject of 
accessory food factors and the part they play in health 
and disease is in its infancy, and therefore cannot be 
accepted as explaining in an unquestionable way facts 
such as are here described. But for the want of a better 
mode of expressing the general results of these experi¬ 
ments, one may say that a deficiency of fat-soluble A in 
the diet is accompanied by abnormal development of the 
teeth. 

A child’s diet is most likely to be deficient in fat- 
soluble A from the ninth month to about the second 
year of its life : that is, at the transition period between 
a complete milk diet and one approximating to that of 
the adult The permanent teeth calcifying at this period 
are the incisors, the canines, and the first molars, and it 
ia jnst these teeth in children that are most commonly 
hypoplastic and carious. 

Since rickets is commonest in children during these 
early years, it has been suggested by Dick and others 
that tnis disease is the cause of these special teeth being 
so commonly defective. The work described in this 
paper, taken in conjunction with the experiments of E. 
Mellanby on rickets, puts on to an experimental basis 
the intimate connexion between this disease and hypo¬ 
plasia of the teeth.” 

“ If the accessory food factor theory is the real ex¬ 
planation of the facts described in this paper it ought to 
be possible to produce similar changes in the deciduous 
teeth of puppies by feeding a pregnant bitch on those 
diets which nave been shown to prevent normal tooth 
development in young animals. Experiments on these 
lines are now being carried out.” 



450 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 31, 1919 


“On the accessory food factor theory one can also 
understand why the Esquimaux in his own country, 
where flesh and blubber are the staple articles of diet, 
has such excellent teeth, while the inhabitants of Chili, 
who live chiefly on cereals, have teeth which are much 
less sound. 

There is no doubt that our modern dietary is harmful 
as far as the teeth are concerned, and, if the results of 
the present work and the deductions made are correct, 
the teeth of the people of this country will tend to be¬ 
come worse, unless our diet consists in the future more 
of whole milk and other foods containing fat-soluble A 
and less of bread, rice, potatoes, etc., which are deficient 
in this factor. 

Summary of Results. 

1 A diet containing in abundance those articles with 
which the fat-soluble A accessory food factor is associ¬ 
ated—e.g., cod-liver oil, butter, ic.—allows the develop¬ 
ment in puppies of sound teeth. 

2 A diet otherwise adequate but deficient in the sub¬ 
stances with which fat-soluble A is associated brings 
about the following defects in puppies’ teeth: (a) De¬ 
layed loss of deciduous teeth, (k) Delayed eruption of 
the permanent dentition ; in some cases the delay in the 
eruption of the permanent teeth is more marked than 
the delay in the loss of the deciduous teeth, fe) Irregu¬ 
larity in position and over-lapping, especially of the 
incisors, (a) Partial absence of or very defective enamel. 
( e ) Low calcium content; the deficiency in calcium salts 
may result in the teeth being so soft that they can be 
cut with a scalpel. 

3 The evidence makes it clear that this is an instance 
of diet affecting the teeth from the inside, and is inde¬ 
pendant of bacterial sepsis and other oral conditions 
associated with food. 

4 These results cannot be considered as being due to 
acute illness or “malnutrition,” for (a) the improvement 
to the teeth by the addition of fat-soluble A containing 
substances (animal fats, etc.) is as characteristic as the 
deleterious effect of a deficient diet; (6) there is evidence 
that the defective teeth are most pronounced in the 
rapidly growing puppies, and it is difficult to associate 
rapid growth with illness or “malnutrition,” as generally 
understood. 

5 This work, taken in conjunction with the experi¬ 
ments of E. Mellanby on rickets, puts the close relation¬ 
ship between hypoplastic teeth and rickets on to an ex¬ 
perimental basis .”—The Lancet. 


NON-PROFESSIONAL INSPECTORS. 

Sir,—The article in the V.R. of the 10th inst., on non¬ 
professional inspectors constrains me to pen a few re¬ 
marks on the subject. 

The fault of the Board of Agriculture in the past has 
been too much administration by men “Born to Rule,” 
and not sufficient practical advice to stock-owners by 
veterinarians fully conversant with their subject. 

With reconstruction in the air, and the cry of economy 
and efficiency ringing through the services, the time is 
opportune to replace the so-called Lay Administrator 
with the practical veterinarian. The resulting increase 
in efficiency, saving of public funds, greater security to 
the stock-owner, and the general uplifting of the profes¬ 
sion when the curbing yoke of lay interference with 
purely professional matters is once removed can hardly 
be estimated. 

Punch , some years ago, very aptly and tersely des¬ 
cribed the Inspector of the Board as follows :—“ To the 
Agriculturist he poses as the scientist, and to the scien¬ 
tist as the agriculturist.” 

The opportunity some time ago presented itself of 
discussing the Board’s Secretary (Sir Daniel Hall F.R.S.) 


with one of the Board’s Laymen, and when it was sug¬ 
gested that the appointment of a scientific agriculturist 
was a step in the right direction, the reply I got was 
“ Oh ! he’s only a a scientist.” The inference I was left 
to draw from the tone and general demeanour of the in¬ 
spector was, that because Sir Daniel Hall was unfortu¬ 
nately a scientist it was not possible for him to be an 
administrator. 

The old erroneous idea of “being born to rule still 
obtains with the lay staff of the Board, and it is up to 
the professiod generally (and not least the Veterinary 
Staff of the Board) to disabuse the Lay mind by both 
word and deed. 

To quote only one case of overlapping and trespassing 
going on between veterinary and administrative work 


hw ilfl »T3 CO iT‘41 if' 


In due course the farmer was visited by a Lay inspector 
of the Board who “inspected” the animal. The owner 

C oin ted out the horse in the adjoining stall as having 
ecome infected, whereupon, the inspector examined the 
animal and said “Oh no 1 that’s not mange.” Comment 
is needless. . 

As a suggestion, I throw out to the National Associ¬ 
ation of Veterinary Inspectors that a discussion on the 
subject of the present use of non-professional inspectors 
might serve some useful purpose in devising means of 
combating the evil. At the same time it would be as 
well to point out that so far as the writer is aware, the 
profession as a body has, in the past, taken practically 
no action to combat the appointment of lay inspectors, 
with the result that in framing their Acts and Orders 
the Board of Agriculture invariably arranges for all ad¬ 
ministrative work to be carried out by non-professional 
inspectors. 

The appointment of Veterinary inspectors by the 
Board of Agriculture (to replace the present Lay In¬ 
spectors) working in collaboration with the local 
practitioners, suggests the only means of defeating and 
ousting the non-professional inspector. 

The constitution of the Board of Agriculture seems 
to be but little understood by the rank and file of the 
Profession, and an article on the subject in your valued 
journal might be beneficial. 

I am afraid I have written at greater length than was 
originally intended, but the subject being vital to the 
to the Profession needs no apology.—Yours faithfully, 

May 21st. “Nrao aut Nunquam.” 

ANAESTHETICS. 

To the Editor of the “ Veterinary Recot'd” 

There are probably few British Veterinary Surgeons 
who will not welcome, as a great advance, the Animals 
Anjesthetics Bill, if it becomes law. A few points I 
should like to see discussed however, namely 

1 Docking. It is proposed to add this operation to 
those requiring either general or local anaesthesia “of 
sufficient power to prevent pain.” I should be glad to 
know the method of local anaesthesia which can be pain¬ 
lessly adopted to prevent pain in this operation, as it 
seems to me that four submuscular injections would be 
necessary (or one intraspinous injection! and it appears 
to me that these would be more painful than the swift, 
skillful guillotining of the tail itself. I have discarded 
searing, which used to be the most painful part of the 
operation, in favour of ligaturing the arteries and 
bandaging, and I must say that by this method docking 
hardly justifies the discomfort to the patient of any 
method of anaesthesia that I can think of. Note that 
pain has to be prevented, not merely deadened. I think 
this operation should either be left out of the Bill, or 
prohibited altogether. 

2 Castration. I see no reason for excluding yearlings 
from the Bill and I am in favour of including all equine 
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castration in the first schedule. Ipjuries to the back 
can be prevented by chloroforming standing, or by the 
use of the Australian casting tackle which leaves one 
hind leg free, and gives the colt no purchase to injure 
himself. Castration standing is both efficient and 
popular, but is extremely painful, and therefore should 
be abolished in favour of anaesthesia. 

3 Neurectomy. This appears in the third schedule. 
Why not the first? Can anyone prevent (not merely 
deaden, but prevent) pain in this operation by local 
anaesthesia ? I think general anaesthesia should be 
compulsory. 


4 Enucleation of eye-bull. The same lemarks apply 
as under Neurectomy. 

Perhaps the gentlemen who advised the promoters of 
the Bill will please inform me how pain is to be pre¬ 
vented by local anaesthetics in Docking, Neurectomy, 
and Enucleation of the eye-ball; as I should like to 
apply their methods, if it can be done.—Yours faithfully, 


Stamford. May 25,1919. 


A. S. Leese. 


THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE. 
Patron : His Majesty the King. 

The arrangements for the meeting will include : — 
President’s Inaugural Address. 

Lecture to the Congress.— "Marine Hygiene”by Deputy- 
Surg.-Gen. Sir Robert Hill, k.g.m.g., c.b., c.v.o., r.n. 
Popular Lecture.— The Heritage of Health ,” by Sir 
Robert Phillip, m.a., m.d., f.r.c.p., f.r.s.k. 


Sectional Meetings for the reading and discussion 
of papers relating to :— 

Sanitary Science and Preventive Medicine. President— 
Prof. O. Sims Woodhead, o.b.k., m.a., m.d., f.r.c.p., 

LL.D., F.R.S.K. 

Engineering and Architecture. President—MajorQeo. 

Sir Q. K. Scott-Moncrieff, k.o.b., k.c.m.s., r.e. 
Hygiene of Maternity and Child Welfare. President— 
Sir Leslie MacKenzie, m.a.,m.d,ll.d.,f.r.c.p., f.r.s.k. 
Personal and Domestic Hygiene . President — The 
Lady Mayoress of Newcastle. 

Industrial Hygiene. President—Sir Thomas Oliver, 
M.A., M.D., D.8C., F.R.C.P., LL.D., D.L. 

Conferences:— 


Representatives of Sanitary Authorities. President — 
Councillor C. T. Stablefortb, j.p. 

Representalives of Port Sanitary Authorities . Pres¬ 

ident—Alderman G. C. Coates, J p. 

Medical Officers of Health. President—Prof. H. R. 

Kenwood, c.m.g., m.b., d.p.h., f.r.s.k. 

Engineer* and Sui'veyors. President — T. W. A. 

Elay ward, M.inst.c.E. • 

Veterinary Inspectors. President—James Malcolm, 

F.R.C.V.8. 

Sanitary Inspectors and Health Visitor's. Presidents— 
William Hudspeth and Miss E. Orange. 


Among the long list of subjects on which Discussions 
are being arranged, these directly interesting the veter¬ 
inary profession are:—“Milk Supply”; “Relation of 
County and Municipal Veterinary lispectors to the 
Control of Contagious Diseases of Animals, and the 
Fuller Developement of a wholesome Meat and Milk 
Supply ”; M Rabies,” (The report of meeting of National 
Association of Veterinary Inspectors, p. 446, announces 
that Sir Stewart Stockman will give an address and a 
demonstration). 

Visits are arranged during the Congress tc Water 
Works, Sewage Disposal Works, Isolation and otner 
Hospitals, and other places of Sanitary interest. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VErERINARYSURGEONS 
To the Editor of u The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—I regret to have to report that an unfortunate 
error has crept into the Voting Papers recently issued 
for the election to Council. The number of attendances 
at Committee Meetings made by Mr. A. Lawson is given 
as 3. but this figure should have been 13. I have not 
yet been able to trace the cause of the mistake, but can 
only say that no error occurred in the Register pf Atten¬ 
dances kept in this office. I have expressed my apol¬ 
ogies to Mr. Lawson, and take this first opportunity of 
publicly correcting the error, and at the same time of 
expressing my regret at its occurrence.—Yours faithfully, 

Fred Bullock, Secretary. 

26th May 1919. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Anderson, W. F., Richmond, Surrey £ 
Balden, J., Stock field-on-Tyne 
Bradley, W. H., Dublin 
Broad, J., Paddington 
Broad, S. 

Burt, R., 

Burt, W., UOUb. SI. A. T ,U. 1 

Byerley, M. G., Greenwich 1 

Carless, R. W., Stafford 1 

Catmull, E. J., Streatham 1 

Clarkson, M., Richmond, Yorks. 1 

Cormack, J. L., Coventry l 

Daly, F. J., Dublin 1 

Ewing, C. A., Belfast 1 

Gorton, B., Lieut. r.a.v.c. 1 

Hall, R., Barry, Glam. 1 

Hayes, R., Capt. R A.v.r. I 

Hepburn, W-, Aberdeen. 1 

Herbert, R., Rochdale i 

Humphrey, C. J., Catford Hill 1 

Isherwood, Capt. r.a.v.c., 1915,1916, 
1917, 1918, 1919 5 

McAfee, J., Capt. r.a.v.c. I 

McConnell, W. F., Strabane 1 

Macqueen, J., London l 

Manuel, P., Crewe 1 

Porritt, A., Lt.-Col., Preston 1 

Prime, W. H., Upper Norwood 1 

Richardson, H. E., Hedon 1 

Shaw, W. F., Liverpool Road, N. 1 

Squair, C. A, Reigate 1 

Stordy, R. J., d.s.o., Col. r.a.v.c. 1 

Taylor, W. A., Manchester 1 

Tipper, L. C., Moseley, Birmingham 1 
Wallis, J. E., Hailsham l 

White, J. B., Harlow 1 

Wortley, W. H., Capt r.a.v.c. 1 

Previously acknowledged 743 


S.. Paddington 
Brighton 


1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 O 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 o 
1 0 

5 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 o 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
19 10 


May 27. 


£785 17 10 


Registration of Farriers. 

At a meeting of the Central Executive Committee of 
the National Farmers Union of Scotland, held in the 
office of the secretary, Glasgow, Mr. James Gardner, 
president, in the chair, it was agreed to lodge an eni* 
phatic protest against the provision of this Bill, which 
imposed a disability on farriers and shoesmiths who had 
not served a period of apprenticeship And passed a quali¬ 
fying examination. 
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ANIMALS (ANA3THETICS) BILL. 

The following additions have been made to the 

Schedules:— 

Firet Schedule —Horses. (The following are additions): 
7 Amputations of penis, mamma, limbs. 8 Ex¬ 
traction of permanent molar teeth. 9 Operations for 
scrotal and inguinal hernia. 10 Operations for scir¬ 
rhous cord and extensive tumours. 11 Trephining. 

Second Schedule-Dog* and cats. 4 Amputations of 
penis, mamma, limbs. 5 Operations for scrotal and 
inguinal hernia. 

Third Schedule —Bovines. (This is new matter, with 
the exception of trephining). 1 Ovariotomy. 2 Cas¬ 
tration in animals a year old and upwards. 3 Oper¬ 
ations for actinomycosis. 4 Laparotomy. 5 Amputa¬ 
tion of penis, mamma, limbs. 6 Trephining. 7 Dis¬ 
horning cattle over six months old. 

Fourth Schedule— Horses. (The following are additions 
to the former Third Schedule). 3 Line and point 
firing. 4 Operation for umbilical hernia. & Urethro¬ 
tomy. 6 Docking of the tail. 

Fifth Schedule— Dogs and Cats. (This and the follow¬ 
ing one are new). I Enucleation of the eyeball. 
2 Operation for umbilical hernia. 3 Urethrotomy. 

Sixth Schedule —Bovines. 1 Enucleation of the eye¬ 
ball. 2 Operation for umbilical hernia. 3 Rumeno- 
tomy. 4 Urethrotomy. 


Lord Northbrook expressed his regret that the deputa¬ 
tion to Lord Ernie on the subject of sheep scab haa not 
had a more satisfactory result. Lord Ernie had repeated 
a good many of the arguments used on a former occasion, 
and had again pointed out the difficulties existing in 
the North of Scotland and the islands in regard to the 
sheep of the crofters. His own impression was that 
Lord Ernie had not given very deep consideration to 
the matter, and was perfectly satisfied with the assurance 
given by the officer of the Board of Agriculture who 
was in charge of this subject that the Board were doing 
everything that was possible. The members of the 
deputation were still of the opinion that the disease 
could be eradicated, and that it would be eradicated if 
the Board would give it their serious consideration and 
take more drastic steps to stamp it out. 

Lord Strachie said that when there was an outbreak 
of sheep scab some years ago he happened to be 
responsible for the Board of Agriculture m the House 
of Commons and he had to go very deeply into this 
matter. He was satisfied that if more stringent regula¬ 
tions were carried into effect it would be quite possible 
to stamp out the disease. He suggested that if Lord 
Northbrook would be so good as to bring up the question 
in the House of Lords a more satisfactory answer might 
be obtained. 


The Suffolk Horse. 


Sheep Scab.— Deputation to B. of A. 

At a recent meeting of the Council R.A.S.E., the Earl 
of Northbrook (Chairman of the Committee) reported 
that a deputation consisting of Mr. Davis Brown, Mr. 
Alfred Mansell, Mr. Ernest Mathews, and himself 
attended at Whitehall Place on April 2nd last to inter¬ 
view the President of the Board of Agriculture on the 
subject of the present state of sheep scab in this 
country. 

He (Lord Northbrook) introduced the subject and 
suggested that it would be quite possible to eradicate 
sheep scab in this country as had been done in New 
Zealand and Tasmania. He understood that eradication 
of this disease had been accepted by the Board as 
possible. After referring to the statistics dealing with 
the outbreaks in this country, from which it appeared 
that the cases in 1917 were more numerous than m the 
preceding seven years, and saying that it was an alarm¬ 
ing fact that 29 outbreaks had been reported over a 
widely distributed area from seventeen counties, the 
hope was expressed that the President of the Board 
would seriously grapple with the case. 

Lord Ernie in reply, had explained that the figures 
which had been presented should be dealt with, begin¬ 
ning on July 1st. He said it was quite impossible for the 
Board, without the loyal co-operation of farmers and 
dealers, to deal successfully with the disease, and unless 
this co-operation could be obtained the Board could only 
do what they had been doing to stamp it out. Local 
authorities had power whenever sheep were brought into 
a county to order dipping at once, and again after a 
period of ten days, and that should keep the particular 
county secure from infection. Hitherto the only prac¬ 
tical suggestion received from the “Royal” was that of 
making tne owner responsible. If it were possible to 
provide the Board witn an adequate staff of inspectors, 
they should be able to see that the extremely per¬ 
functory dipping, at present too often carried on, was 
effective. Tne Committee decided that a letter should 
be addressed to the County Councils Association calling 
their attention to the powers possessed by County 
Councils in respect of Orders for dipping of sheep, and 
of the absolute necessity which existed for the author¬ 
ities to carry them out. 


The Suffolk horse may be safely described as the most 
ancient and the purest breed of our draught horses. 
The pedigree charts of the Suffolk extend as far back as 
1768. The purity of the breed is conclusively proved 
by the uniformity of colour, the Suffolk is always of a 
chestnut shade, ranging from the mealy to the brown- 
black. His height varies from 15j to 161 hands ; legs 
fiat, short and clean ; pasterns strong, with bone of com¬ 
pact quality ; shoulders long, rather forward, and pecu¬ 
liarly well suited for draught purposes; hindquarters 
long, heavy and well coupled with loin and back ; the 
legs well underneath the body, girth large, flanks well 
dropped, strong neck, well-formed head carried with 
spirit, the horse in general being long, low, and wide, 
with a fine amount of quality, and no point jarring 
against another. 

The chief characteristics of the Suffolk are his great 
drawing power, unusual docility, activity, and longevity. 
He is more cheaply kept than any other heavy breed : 
possesses, with an iron constitution, immense power of 
endurance, and lasts in ordinary work almost as long 
again as either the Shire or the Clydesdale. Cases have 
been known where Suffolk mares nave gone on breeding 
when upwards of thirty years old. 

The Suffolk breeders were among the first to require 
a careful examination for soundness at their county 
show, and it was a prominent member of the Suffolk 
Horse Society who induced the Council of the 41 Royal ” 
to adopt a similar rule. 

The fact that the horse has never yet been bred in his 
native home in a sufficiently commercial way. no doubt 
largely accounts for the comparatively humble position 
which the Suffolk Punch occupies in the estimation of 
the general public. He is universally admitted to be 
the best agricultural horse in the world, and his quick¬ 
ness of action, good temper, and the persistence with 
which he will tug again and again at a dead pull, added 
to his endurance and other qualities, eminently fit him 
for hauling work in our towns and cities. It is an inter¬ 
esting fact that during the Crimean War Suffolks were 
found to be the only horses good enough atoollartopull 
the guns into line. 

Considerable numbers of stallions have gone to foreign 
countries and to our Colonies, particularly to Russia, 
North and South America, New Zealand, Australia and 
South Africa.—' “Cbstrian ” in Live Stock Journal. 
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Control of “ Patent ” Medicines. 

Lord Bledisloe, in moving, during the Committee 
stage of the Ministry of Health Bill, in the House of 
Lords, to provide that the Minister of Health should 
not only exercise powers transferred to him, but also 
new powers conferred on him, informed the Peers that 
he proposed to add new powers enabling the Minister 
of Health to institute prosecutions in cases of frauds in 
connection with patent and proprietary medicines. He 
had two amendments down, and also proposed to move 
a new clause empowering the Minister of Health to deal 
with “the administration of the law governing the ad¬ 
vertisement and sale of patent, secret, and proprietary 
medicines and appliances.” In a later speech he re¬ 
minded the House that he had sat on the Select Com¬ 
mittee of the House of Commons which inquired into 
the whole condition of affairs relating to patent and 
proprietary medicines—a Committee which sat for three 
years, and whose conclusions Lord Bledisloe summed 
up in strong terms. That Committee had recommended 
that the control of patent medicines should be part of 
the functions of the Ministry of Health when that was 
set up. 


Lord Sandhurst, replying for the Government, said 
the subject teemed with difficulty. The Committee 
referred to had reported that the sale of patent medicines 
came under six Acts, and under a variety of authorities. 
To adopt Lord Bledisloe’s amendments would merely 
cumber up the Minister of Health ,with obligations 
which he could not fulfil. Dr. Addison authorised him 
to promise that the whole subject would be considered 
without delay, and proposals made to Parliament for 
whatever new powers were thought necessary. 

Lord Buckmaster also spoke of the revelations of the 
Patent Medicines Report, and Lord Bledisloe agreed 
not to move his other amendments in Committee. He 
explained, however, that one amendment proposed 
specifically to transfer to the Minister of Health the 
powers possessed by the Privy Council over the qualifi 
cations and conduct of dentists, chemists, and veterinary 
surgeons, and also in regard to the scheduling of 
poisons. 

When the Committee staee of the Bill was completed 
by the House of Lords on Tuesday Lord Bledisloe did 
not raise the topic again. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

President: Mr. Frank W. Garnett, m.r.c.v.s., j.p. 

Vice-Prseidents: Mr.J. Mel. McCall, m.b., c.m.,mr.c.v.s 
J. ^icKinna, f.r.c.v.s. 

Secretary and Registrar : Mr. Fred Bnllock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President: Dr. O. Oharnook Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll., Bdin. 
Sec : Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, x b.c.v.b. (on Service ), 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. 8sc : Mr. W. L. Harrison, f.r.c.t.b. (on Service), 

11 Anchor Terrace, Southwark Bridge, B.B. 
Treat: Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, f.b.o.v.s. ( Acting Hon. 8ee), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town m.w. 

Northern Branch: 

Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Briok Street, Mancheater 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. W. No81 Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lanoashibm V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Locke, n. b.c.v.b., 

Groevenor-street. Manchester 
Hon. See. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.b.o.v.b., 

Town Hall, Manchester 
Hon. Treat: Mr. fe. H. Stent, m.b.o.v.s., Preston *st, Holme 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 

Litbbfool UnTBBBITT V.M.B. 

Pres : Mr. J. P. Heyes, f.b.o.v.b., Wigan 

Hon. See: Mr. A. Walker, v.b.o.v.b., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological See: Mr. D. C. Matheson, f.b.o.v.b. 

Meetings, May, July, October, January. 

Midland Countibb V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Malcolm, f.b.o.v.b., Birmingham 
Hon. Bee: Mr. H. J. Dawes, f.b.o.v.b., 

Camden House, High*st., West Bromwich 
Hon. Treat. Mr. J. J. Burchnall, mr.cv b , Barrow-on-Soar 
Meetings, 6eoond Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nobth of Enolamd V.M.A. 

Prof i 

Hon. See: T. T. Jack, m.b.o.v.1., BElmwood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nobth Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collinson, x.b.o.v.s., Auston, Sheffield 
Hon. See: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, f.b.o.v.b., Sheffield 
Nobth Walbb V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.b.o.v.s., Ty Cross 
Hot. 8ec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.b.o.v.s., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, Maroh and September 

South Durham and Nobth Yobxshibb V.MA. 

Pfob: Mr. J. M. Walker, f.b.o.v.s., Hartlepool 
Hon. See. d Treat : Mr. F. H. Sanderson, m.b.o.v.b. 

Victoria Road, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Dec. 
Yobxshibb Vbt. Association 

Pres. Mr. 8. £. Sampson, x.b.o.v.s., Hillsboro', Sheffield 
Hon. See ; Mr. J. Clarkson, x.m.o.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treat: Mr. A. McCormick, m.r.c.v.s., 

Kirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
See. 

Obntral V.B. 

Pros. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, x. b.c.v.b., R.V. Cell, London 
Hea. See: Mr. H. A. MacCormaok, m.b.o.v.b., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetings pro.ten i.), First Thursday in Ootober and alter¬ 
nate months, except August, 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Baotwbn OeuHTZxe V.MA. 

Pres. Mr. J. Barr, h.b.c.v.8., Acle, Norfolk 
Hon Bee. A Treat : Mr. H. P. Standley, m.r.o.v.b., Norwioh. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
LnrooLNSHiBX and District V.M.B. 

Pres. Mr. 0. W. Townsend, f.b.o.v.s., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Won. See : d Treat : Mr. Tom Hicks, x.B.o.v.e., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Royal Commas V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. P. Male, m.b.o.v.b., Friar Street, Reading 
Hon. See. Mr. J. C. Coleman, x.b.c.v.s., Swindon 
Hon. Treat: Mr.J.lWillett, m.b.o.v.b., 6 Harley Plaoo, W. 1 
Meetings. Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 

Souths bn Counties V.S. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, x.b.c.v.s., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. See : Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.b.o.v.b., Arundel (on Service 
Hon. Treat: Mr. E. W. Baker, x.b.o.v.b., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, x.b.c.v.s., Margate 
Hon. Sec. d Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, x.b.c.v.s., 

8 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Wbstbbh Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. W. Roach, f.b.o.v.b., York Rd., Exeter 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Asoott, m.b.o.v.b., (on Service) 

Mr. C. E. Tucker, 7 Greville St., Bideford {pro tem.) 
Hon. Treas : Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.o.v.b., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, Maroh, July and November 

Irish Branch 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
Sec.. Mr. P.D. Heavy, Leafield, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Cbntbal V.A. of Ibxland. 

Pres ; 

Hon. Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, f b.c.v.b., Queen-st., Limerick 
Treat: Mr. J. F. Healy, m.b.o.v.s., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.b.o.v.s., Ballina 

Hon. Sec, d Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.b.o.v,b., Galway 

Vbt. Mbd. Assn, of Ibblamd. 

Pres : Prof. J.J. O'Connor, m.b.o.v.s., R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. J. O'Connor. 

Hon. Treat: Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a., m.b.o.v.b., 

R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Nobth or Ibxland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.o.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Sec ; Mr. P. Walsh, m.b.o.v.b., Magberafelt 
Hon. Treat; Mr. Howard McConnell, m.b.o,v,s„ Armagh 

The Vxtxrxnaby Officers Association fob Ibxland. 
Pres : Mr. F. W. Emery, f.b.o.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGsinness, b.a., m.b.o.v.s., 

86 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treas: Mr. Hannan, m.b.o.v.s. 

Scottish Branch: 

Pres. Dr. O. Ch&raook Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. G of ton, Municipal Buildings, Edtn. 

(on Service) 

Nobth of Scotland V.M.B. 

Pros: Mr. W. Brown, x.b.c.v.s., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. Sec. d Treat: Mr. G. Howie, m.b.o.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in Jann&ry and Anguet 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres: Mr. Reid, m.h.o.y.s., Anohtermuohty. 

Scottish Mntbofolitan V.M.B, 

Pres: Mr. J. Riddoch, m.b.o.v.8., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. d Treat: Mr. Jas. Henderson, m.b.o.y.8., 

Publio Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
Whst of Scotland V.M.A. 

Pres : Prof. John R. McCall, m.b.o.v.b., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

(on Service. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.b.c.v.b., 

19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treas: Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.b.o.y.s., 

81 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Beoond Wednesday, May, Oot. end January 
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The Annual Meeting. 

Like so many of its predecessors, the annual gen¬ 
eral meeting was a very quiet affair. The atten¬ 
dance was but little better than it was during the 
war; and no member showed an inclination to start 
a discussion. There was certainly plenty of material 
for discussion in the report, which, condensed as it 
was, was a business-like and informative account of 
a very arduous and varied year's work. If the dis¬ 
approbation of the Council’s work had been anything 
like so acute and widespread as some have supposed 
it to be, surely some members would have been 
stimulated to attend the meeting and voice it 

The result of the election was not startling. Des¬ 
pite the heavy list of new candidates and the amount 
of murmuring we have had for months past at soci¬ 
eties* meetings and in the veterinary press, the poll 
•was but little heavier than in the two preceding 
years ; which may well be accounted for by the men 
returned from service abroad. Only one Council¬ 
man of the seven that stood for re-election has lost 
his seat. The two successful new candidates are 
both well-known men, who on personal grounds 
would have had good chances at any election under 
ordinary conditions. It seems impossible to regard 
the election as anything but a distinct vote of con¬ 
tinued confidence in the present Council, and an 
indioation that the supposed dissatisfaction with it 
has been over-rated. Doubtless there is a good 
deal of discontent in the profession just now, as 
there is almost everywhere; but members generally 
see no reason to seek a remedy in changes of their 
legislature. In that respect probably they are 
perfectly right, A larger meeting and a heavier 
poll would have spoken better for the public spirit 
of the profession ; but the evident decision that no 
great cause exists to find fault with the present 
Council is a good sign. 

The few words that were spoken upon finance, 
especially those which fell from the President, 
deserve careful attention. An official statement 
that opportunities of advancing the interests of the 
profession have had to be let pass for lack of funds 
is worth noting. Voluntary subscription has been 
a success, and it is a hopeful feature that there is a 
steady improvement, for so far, every year’s total 
has substantially exceeded that of the year before. 
This financial year, by its aid, we have almost made 
both ends meet; but it is clear that we have only 
done so by undesirable economies on the part of the 
Council. This ought to be a sufficient stimulus to 
a further improvement. 

Following the suspension of veterinary inspections 
consequent on the recent disturbances, the Egyptian 
provinces are now faced with a severe And widespread 
epidemic of cattle disease.— Timet. 


The Seizure of an Organ when only the 

Annexed Lymphatic Glands show Tuber¬ 
culous Lesions. 

Nieberle and Claussen reported their studies of 
this question in the Zeitschrift fiir Fleisch-und 
Milchhygiene. Their researches were made upon 
bovine livers apparently showing an isolated tuber¬ 
culosis of the attached glands. 

Leaving out congenital infection and direct 
hematogenous infection (which, according to Joest 
and Noaok, should be considered as very rare) the 
hepatic glands are exposed to three modes of con¬ 
tamination. The first of these is direct alteration 
by the lymphogenous route. Baum’s researches 
show that the bovine hepatic glands are not strictly 
regional for the liver. They are also in relation 
with the duodenum, and receive in addition the 
efferent vessels of the dorsal and ventral glands of 
the abomasum. The duodenum and the abomasum 
may therefore intervene in direct lymphogenous 
infection of the hepatic glands. 

The second mode is penetration from a tubercu¬ 
lous centre into the roots of the portal vein. 

The third is tuberculous generalisation. The 
bacilli, having traversed the regional glands of the 
digestive or respiratory tract, reach first the lesser 
and then the greater circulation by way of the 
thoracic duct. They thus gain the liver and are 
arrested in the hepatic glands. 

Direct infection by the roots of the portal vein is 
very rare. Nieberle has only seen it in disseminat¬ 
ed and caseous tuberculosis of the mesenteric 
glands; and generalisation by way of the thoracic 
canal is usually anterior to it. Moreover, tubercu¬ 
losis of the bovine hepatic glands is frequently 
accompanied by lesions in the lungs, the pulmonary 
glands, and even in the remote intra-musoular 
glands. 

It is therefore justifiable to conolude that tuber¬ 
culosis of the bovine hepatic glands is most fre¬ 
quently the expression of a generalised affection, 
andlihat it proceeds by the lymphogenous route 
from the hepatic parenohyma itself. 

The authors carried out experiments which corro¬ 
borate this view. They injeoted the expressed 
juice of suspected livers subcutaneously into guinea- 
pigs, which were destroyed two or three months 
later. They also cut the livers into very thin slices 
in order to discover macroscopic lesions. The 
result of these researches indicated that, in 23% of 
cases in whioh tuberculosis is apparently isolated 
in the hepatic glands, the liver contains tuberculous 
centres or Koch’s bacilli. The seizure of an organ 
when the corresponding lymphatic glands alone 
present tuberculous alterations is therefore justified. 
—Annales de Mfid VAt. 
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Acute Nicotine Poisoning in the Horse. 

Maire recorded this case in the Journal de Hide- 
cine VU&rinairc et de zootechnie de Lyon. He was 
called to a horse suffering from colic, and found it 
in a condition of very pronounced prostration. The 
animal showed cold sweats, muscular trembling, 
abundant salivation, very accelerated respiration, 
yielding of the loins, staggering gait, infiltrated con¬ 
junctiva, projection of the membrana nictitans in 
front of the eye, and very marked contraction of 
the pupils. 

These two last symptoms especially struck Maire’s 
attention; and, on enquiry, he learned that the 
horse, an hour before, had been rubbed with a solu¬ 
tion of tobacco juice to rid him of lice. Maire im¬ 
mediately diagnosed acute intoxication by nicotine. 
He bled the horse to the extent of 4 kilogrammes, 
gave an alcoholised infusion of coffee (1 litre of 
coffee with 30 grammes of alcohol added), and also 
gave a subcutaneous injection of 10 centigrammes 
of pilocarpine. A distinct improvement followed, 
and it was possible to walk the animal. Two hours 
afterwards another litre of coffee was given, and 
also 15 grammes of nitre in solution. The next day, 
the horse had quite recovered. 

A quarter of a litre (1 litre—1J pints) of tobacco 
juice had been diluted with about five litres of warm 
water. Other animals were rubbed with the same 
solution, but none of these showed any disturbance. 
(Annales de M&d. Vdt.) W.R.C. 


l?o\>al College of 
IDetertnarp Surgeons. 

The Seventy-sixth Annual General Meeting of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the 
College, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Wednesday, 
June 4th, Mr. Frank W. Garnett, c.b.e., President in 
the Chair. 

The following members signed the attendance book 
Messrs. W. Reekie, J. McKinna, P. J. Simpson, W. J. 
Mulvey, A. W. Mason, F. C. Golden, E. A. West, 
James Rowe, W. Roger Clarke, F. G Sampson, H. A. 
McCormack, S. Harrison, Major-Gen. L. Blenkinsop, 
Messrs. S. H. Slocock, J. Willett, D. J. Davies, G. A. 
Banham, E. E. Martin, J. J. Aitken, T. S. Price, Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. 
F. Bullock (Secretary). 

The Secretary, having read the notice convening the 
meeting which appeared in the London Gazette of the 
6th May, 1919, announced that apologies for absence 
had been received from the following members of 
Council:— Messrs. A bson, Bradley, Brittlebank, Duns tan, 
Gaiger, Gofton, Lawson, Sumner and Trigger. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the seventy-fifth 
annual general meeting held on the 5th June, 1918, and 
they were confirmed. 

Scrutineers’ Report. 


The Secretary read the report of the Scrutineers in 
regard to the election of eight members of Council, 
certifying that the votes recorded in the voting papers 
for the several candidates nominated for election to 
Council were as follows :— 


Stockman 792 Gofton 504 

Bradley 751 Male 504 

Lawson 539 Wharam 484 

Gaiger 530 Craig 425 

Willett, 407, Dunstan, 390, Locke, 342, Logan, 314, 
Hamilton, 287, Hill, 235, Tutt, 206, Squair, 176. 


There were 28 spoilt papers and 42 papers were 
received too late. 

The President, having declared the following mem¬ 
bers duly elected to the Council, Messrs Stockman, 
Bradley, Lawson, Gaiger, Gofton, Male, Wharam and 
Craig, proposed that a nearty vote of thanks be accorded 
to the scrutineers for their work, which had been 
thoroughly and carefully done. Mr. Price seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Annual Report. 

The Annual Report and Financial Statement was, on 
the^ motion of Mr. Price seconded by Mr. McKinna, 
unanimously received. 

The President : It is usual to take the report page 
by page and we will follow that custom to-day. I do not 
think anything arises on the first page of the report, but 
on page 2, which deals with the meetings of the Council 
and the Committees, an unfortunate error has crept in 
with regard to the number of attendances of Mr. Lawson 
at the Committee meetings. He is put down as having 
attended only three meetings, and the number should 
be thirteen. It is only due to Mr. Lawson that I should 
make that statement. It is a very regretable error, 
but I *am very pleased to see that it has not affected 
very materially the voting. (Hear, hear). With regard 
to the Bye-Laws which are mentioned on page four, the 
members of the College will be interested to learn that 
they are now published separately, and any member 
can obtain a copy at the price of one shilling. 

On the motion of Mr. West, seconded by Mr. McKinna, 
the Annual Report was unanimously adopted. 

Financial Statement. 

The President : You will find the financial state¬ 
ment on the last two pages of the report. Has Mr. 
Mulvey, our worthy Treasurer, any remarks to make 
about it ? 

Mr. Mulvey : I have nothing very much to say except 
once again to appeal to the profession to assist us with 
their contributions. As you will notice from the finan¬ 
cial statement, the excess of expenditure over income 
for the past year was £35 8 6d. We have many calls 
upon us, and if the profession can see their way to help 
in regard to finances the Council will be deeply indebted 
to them. 

The President : I can assure you, gentlemen, that 
until we get our Bill passed we shall be, owing to the 
congestion of business which is now larger than ever, 
very short of funds. That is a very serious matter, 
because you can take it from me that during the past 
year, going no further back than that, we could have 
done very many things in the interest of the profession, 
but we lacked the means of carrying them out. It is a 
deplorable position to be in, and I heartily support Mr. 
Mulvey’s appeal to every member of the profession 
voluntarily to support his College by giving a fee of one 
guinea per annum until we get the Bill passed. 

On the motion of Mr. Samson, seconded by Mr. Rowe, 
the financial statement was unanimously adopted. 

The President : Gentlemen, that concludes the busi¬ 
ness of the meeting, and I thank you very heartily for 
your attendance to-day. 

Mr. Reekie : I beg to propose a hearty vote of thanks 
to the President for presiding. 

Mr. W illett : I have much pleasure in seconding that 

Mr. McKinna : I have very great pleasure in support¬ 
ing it. I am glad you appreciate the work that is done 
by the President. 

The motion was put to the meeting by Mr. Reekie and 
carried with acclamation. 

The President : Gentlemen, I thank you very heartily 
for your kind expression of thanks. I again thank you 
for your attendance, which, I think, is almost a record. 

The meeting then terminated. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Anthonv, W. A., Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. £1 1 


Caldwell, J., Spilsby, Lines. 1 1 

Castle, A. F., Capt. r.a.v.c. I 1 

Chambers, T., Dudley, Worcester 1 1 

Collins, W. A., Tenterden, Kent 1 1 

Conder, C. S., Capt. R.A.V.C., 1918-19 2 2 

Gardner, W. B., Drogheda 1 0 

Garside, W. F, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 

Gregory, P., Tonbridge, Kent 1 1 

Hamilton, 6. E., Holt, Norfolk 1 1 

Harrison, G. A., Pluckley, Ashford 1 1 

Harrison, J., Major r.a.v.c. 1 1 

Houston, W. F., Paisley 1 1 

Hoyland, P. E., Rotherham 1 l 

Hynes, C. P., Lismore l 1 

Jack, D. S., King’s Lynn 1 1 

Jarvis, H., St. Leonards-on-Sea 1 1 

Jones, J. Howard, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 

Johnson, E. G., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 l 

Kelly, T. McD., Athenry 1 1 

Lamont, W. S., Cookstown 1 1 

Lyon, W. M.. Wooler 1 1 

McCarmick, A., Leeds l 1 

MacGregor, R., Market Harborough l 1 

Martin, G. Dunlop, Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 

Morgan, E., Faversham 1 l 

Newsom, G., Wicklow 1 1 

Nolans, J. W., Birr, King’s Co. 1 1 

Pickering, F., Hexham 1 1 

Rogers, H. G., Bootle 1 1 

Tainsh, J., Grimsby 1 l 

Taylor, J., Edinburgh 1 1 

Tracy, C., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 

Thornton, F. J., Dorchester 1 1 

Southall, J., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 

Starkey, D., Capt., Hull 1 1 

Stockman, Sir Stewart, B. of A. 1 l 

Urmson, J., Bolton l 1 

Williams, E. W., Dolgelley 1 1 

Williams, M. E., Rhondda 1 1 

Williams, O. T., Llangefni 1 l 

Wyly, E. H., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 

Young, T. P., Leith 1 1 


Previously acknowledged 785 17 
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Inoculation of Cattle against Redwater and 
Gall-Sickness, By Ll. E. W. Bevan, m.r.c.v.s. Fellow 
of the Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 
Government Veterinary Bacteriologist. (Issued by the 
Department of Agriculture, Stuisbury, Rhodesia. 
Bulletin No. 316. [Abridged]. 

The losses due to these diseases, are enormous, and 
may be summarised as follows :—1. Death of imported 
stock : shortage of bulls for improvement of local stock ; 
loss oi service to cows ; unsatisfactory calves from im 
ported stock. 2. Heavy mortality in young stock from 
these and associated diseases (scour, etc.). 3. Loss of 
growth and delayed maturity. 4. Loss of milk and 
dairy products. 

On the basis of 10s. per head, the national loss from 
these causes well exceeds half a million pounds a year. 

The final remedy for these difficulties will probably be 
found in the total eradication of the blue tick by short- 
interval dipping, but until this has been systematically 
and universally applied for some considerable time, there 


will be a period of transition during which the tick and 
the diseases transmitted by it must persist in certain 
parts of the country. Moreover, it must be remembered 
that, when ticks are totally eradicated from an area, the 
live stock born and reared on it remain susceptible and 
contract a virulent type of the diseases if exposed on 
“undipped” veld. Tnus it happens that those stock- 
owners who have for some time past consistently dipped 
their cattle are at present and must for some considerable 
time be at a disadvantage. By eliminating the ticks 
their cattle grow up free from and susceptible to tick- 
borne diseases, and if infection iB delayed until they 
have out-grown the natural resistance associated with 
youth, they may suffer as severely as animals imported 
from tick-free countries. As the result of dipping, these 
men have been able to import cattle from overseas for 
the improvement of their stock, and, these animals have 
lived, they have so graded up their herds that the resis¬ 
tant qualities peculiar to indigenous stock have to a 
large extent been eliminated. It has been shewn by 
laboratory experiments, and proved by practical experi¬ 
ence, that the virulence of redwater and gall-sickness 
becomes greatly increased by passage through cattle of 
improved types. In this way, if by accident infected 
ticks are introduced to a dipped farm and infect the im¬ 
proved stock on it, the virulence of the disease is of ex¬ 
ceptional severity, and the mortality higher than in 
herds in which native blood predominates. 

Again, should the stock reared on a dipped farm be 
moved to infected veld, they are likely to contract tick- 
borne diseases ; so that the man who has succeeded, at 
considerable trouble and expense, in rearing valuable 
young animals of high quality finds to his cost that the 
market for such animals is limited, because of the risk 
of infection after purchase by stock-owners who have 
been less progressive in cleansing their farms. 

Although dipping as a panacea for all tick-borne dis¬ 
eases has been preached by the Veterinary Department 
for many years, the transition stage through which we 
are now passing has been foreseen, and for the last ten 
years preparations have been made to cope with it. The 
solution of the problem has been sought in the discovery 
of a successful method of immunising not only imported 
animals, but also young stock, againsttick-borne diseases, 
with as little damage as possible to the treated animal. 
After careful work and observaion, it is hoped that such 
a method has been found. 

It will be remembered that in the pre-dipping days at 
least 90 per cent, of all cattle imported for the improve¬ 
ment of our local stock succumbed. From 1909 onward 
attempts were made to immunise bulls introduced from 
overseas by inoculating them with blood containing par¬ 
asites of low virulence. 

[Some notes on early experiences are given.] 

The qualifications which render an animal suitable 
for treatment are:—1. It should not exceed fifteen 
months of age. 2. It should not be fat, forced or pam¬ 
pered. 3. Its breeding should not have been such as to 
have weakened its constitution. 4. It should be deli¬ 
vered at the inoculation camp in good health, and free 
from ticks. 5. Females should not be pregnant, and 
cannot be treated except under guarantee that they are 
not in calf. 

A great deal of distrust and misconception exists con¬ 
cerning the results of inoculation of imported stock, it 
being asserted that the operation interferes with the 
growth, fertility and usefulness of the animals. Much 
of this is not supported by fact, and after careful enauiry 
it has been found that, where inoculated animals have 
failed to give satisfaction, the fault has often been due 
to the carelessness and incompetence of the owner, 
against which no method of inoculation has yet been de¬ 
vised. It is most necessary that valuable animals ex¬ 
posed to new conditions of climate, diet and mode of 
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living should be given a fair chance. On circularising 
the owners of many of the inoculated animals, favourable 
reports were received from the majority, sufficiently en¬ 
thusiastic to quite counter-balance the adverse criticism 
of the less fortunate. 

The difficulties and disadvantages associated with the 
breeding of cattle on dipped areas can also be dealt with 
by inoculation of young stock, a method having been 
evolved dependent upon:—1. The selection of a strain 
of infection of low virulence. 2. The innate resistance 
of young cattle, and the gradual loss of such immunity. 
3. The varying susceptibility of different breeds of cattle. 

As has been pointed out, the virulence of a strain of 
redwater and gall-sicknes is modified by passage through 
different breeds of cattle, being lowest in animals of in¬ 
digenous breeds and increasing in strength by trans¬ 
mission through animals of exotic or imported types. 
By careful selection and sub-inoculations extending over 
a period of ten years { a strain of comparatively low vir¬ 
ulence has been obtained, but not so mild as to be inert 
when applied to suitable animals. It is a matter of 
considerable importance that the inoculated animal 
shall contract the disease, inasmuch as it is only by re¬ 
covery from infection that immunity is established. 
But since young animals possess at birth, and for some 
time after, according to their breeding; an appreciable 
degree of resistance, the inoculation must not be per¬ 
formed too early, that is before they become susceptible 
and subject to infection, or too late, when the re-action 
may be severe and retard their development. 

[Particulars as to inoculations, and general care of 
the animals, with rationing for calves, concludes the 
bulletin]. 


Report of the Government Veterinary Surgeon, 
Ceylon, for 1918. 

Assistant Veterinary Surgeons. Mr. E. T. Hoole, 
g.b.v.c., Colombo ; Mr. M. D. S. A. Wijayanayaka, 
g.b.v.c., Nuwara Eliya: Mr. G. B. de Silva, g.b.v.c., 
Kandy; Mr. V. A. Hoole, g.b.v.c., Ratnapura. 

Infective Diseases. 

Rinderpest . There was a marked decrease during the 
year. Total number of cases 161, against 2076 last year. 
Outbreaks occurred in three Provinces, and six remained 
free. The total number of cases for the year outside 
Colombo town was 128, of which 108 died. In Colombo 
town 9 cases, of which 5 died. At the quarantine station 
24 oases, of which 15 died. 

Foot-and-Mouth Disease . This disease was very pre¬ 
valent throughout the year, and, except the Southern, 
all Provinces were infected. Total number of cases 
10377, against 7132 last year. As usual, the disease 
was of a very mild type, and spread with great rapidity. 
Total number of deaths 268, chiefly young sucking 
calves and neglected cases. 

Anthrax . In the Provinces only 24 cases were re¬ 
ported. In Colombo town 3 cases, and at the quarantine 
station 1302 eases, amongst goats and sheep imported 
from South India. 

Rabies . Seventy-four suspected cases were examined 
at the Bacteriological Institute, of which 23 were from 
Colombo town. Of these, 44 gave positive and 22 
negative results. Eight were received unfit for examin¬ 
ation. Two hundred and twenty-one persons under¬ 
went treatment at the Pasteur Institutes at Colombo 
and Coonoor. Thirty went to Coonoor, and 191 were 
treated in Colombo after the opening of the new Pasteur 
Institute there. 

Swine Septicaemia. Only 30 cases were reported, all 
from the Western Province. 

Black Quarter. Twenty-three cases were reported in 
the Southern Province, and 7 cases in Uva. 


Fifteen cases of ophthalmia occurred amongst cattle 
in the Central Province, all recovered under treatment. 

Horses. With the exception of one case of anthrax 
amongst the police horses, there was no outbreak of 
infectious disease during the year. 

The total number of cattle and buffaloes for the whole 
Island is 1582060. 

Compared with 1917, there has been an increase of 20 
horses, and a decrease of 563 cattle. 1417 sheep and 5931 
goats. Compared with 1914, the decrease in importation 
has been considerable—a decrease of 251 horses, 11220 
cat tle, 3064 sheep, and 28496 goats. Although there has 
been a very large decrease during the period of the war, 
there has been no distressing shortage of meat in the 
Island. The meat supply, excepting mutton, has been 
largely drawn from country cattle. While the stock 
owner benefits in pocket from the increased sale of local 
cattle, the complaint arises of shortage of cattle for 
agricultural operations. 

The following figures were obtained in order to see 
approximately what the requirements of the Island were 
as regards meat supply, and the number and variety of 
animals slaughtered.—54896 cattle, 12091 buffaloes, and 
96531 goats and sheep were slaughtered during one year 
(1917). Comparing these figures with the total number 
of animals imported in 1917, it will be seen that 61206 
more cattle and 22968 more goats and sheep were 
slaughtered than imported; therefore, those animals 
must have been drawn from the live stock of the Island. 
The difference is even greater, as a good number of im¬ 
ported cattle are either for draught or cows for milking 
purposes. 

Tne horses of His Excellency the Governor’s Escort, 
the Police horses, the draught bulls of Public Works 
Department, Convict Establishment, and Botanic 
Gardens, and the Government Dairy cattle have been 
treated when necessary. 

Thirty-eight C. M. K. horses for insurance under the 
Volunteer Horse Insurance Scheme have been inspected 
during the year. 

In the early part of the year a Committee was appoint¬ 
ed to consider the question of live stock breeding m the 
Island. The report will shortly be submitted to Govern¬ 
ment. 

Government Dairy. 

Manager. Mr. P. C. J. Fernando. Foot-and-mouth 
disease broke out in March. Fifty-six cases occurred, 
and all recovered. Most of the deaths shown in the 
statement were due to parasitic gastritis, diarrhoea, 
debility, or old age. The dairy is now too cramped for 
land, and it is hoped to move to a new site in 1919. 
Land has been acquired for the purpose during the year. 

Rs. 1999 50 was expended on the purchase of stock. 
Nineteen dairy-bred neifers were returned for calving 
from Ambepussa Branch Farm. Two sales were held 
during the year. The total amount realised was Rs. 
3240*20. Thirty-one heifers and one young bull were 
sent to the Ambepussa Branch Farm. Had they been 
sold, there would have been an additional Rs. 1820 
under this head. The total receipts are estimated at 
Rs. 47347*92, and expenditure Rs. 42347*82, leaving a 
balance of Rs. 5000*10. The cost of cattle foods was 
very high owing to war conditions. 

In February the price of milk was raised from 40 to 
45 cents per imperial quart, equivalent to 30 cents per 
bottle ot 26$ ounces. The total output of milk was 
23988 gallons, most of which was supplied free to 
Government hospitals in Colombo. 

Branch Farm y Ambepussa. Manager. Mr. R. F. P. 
Jayawardena (acting). 

During the year the enclosure was cleared of weeds, 
and buildings repaired and whitewashed. Foot-and- 
mouth disease broke out in August. Twenty-four of 
the heifers were affected, and all recovered. In February 
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and March there was a severe drought, and the grass 
was parched up, necessitating the use of paddy straw 
and other foods for the cattle. Twelve calves died 
daring the year, chiefly from parasitic gastritis and 
diarrhoea. The total expenditure was Rs. 5624*18. 
Model Farm. Manager.. Mr. G. S. P. Dahanayaka. 
A few sheep are kept at this farm. In January 5 ewes 
and 1 ram were sold to Mr. W. A. de Vos, of Colombo, 
for his estate, and he reports favourably of them. In 
February 18 young rams were weeded out and sold to 
Mr. J. Mendis, who removed some of them to his estate 
in the Kurunegala District, and reports that they thrive 
well. There are several applicants for sheep, whose re¬ 
quests cannot be complied with at present 
In conclusion, I desire to thank tne staff individually 
for keen work during the year. In so far as I have been 
able to judge by correspondence passing through the 
office, their efforts have also been appreciated in their 
districts. 

G. W. Sturgess, m.r.c.v.s., 

Colombo, Feb. 26,1919. Government Vety. Surgeon 


Annual Administration Report of the Bombay 
Veterinary College for the Year 1917-18. 

Mr. K. Hewlett, the Principal of the College, held 
charge and the staff remained unchanged throughout 
the year under report. 

The Students. —There were 115 students’ names on 
the rolls of the College at the commencement of the 
year. ()f these eight students were eligible and appear¬ 
ed for the Supplementary Examination held at the end 
of April 1917. Of these five passed into Class B from 
Class A and two passed into Class C from Class B. Six 
students discontinued the course and one was refused 
permission to appear on account of his irregular atten¬ 
dance. The numbers were in consequence reduced to 
108. The Principal at the request of the Quartermaster 
General in India having called for volunteers to provide 
veterinary Btaff for ships bringing mules from China to 
India, nine students came forward on the understanding 
that they would be specially examined on their return. 
This arrangement was sanctioned by the Director of 
Agriculture, and consequently the numbers who were 
examined at the Annual Professional Examination in 
November were reduced to 99, of whom 60 passed. 
Two of the students who went to China having return¬ 
ed were examined in January and passed, making a 
total of 62 successful candidates out of 101 examined. 
In the Final Year or Class C, 27 students appeared and 
17 passed ; in Class B 35 students presented themselves 
ana 22 passed ; in Class A 39 students presented them¬ 
selves and 23 passed. Three students of Class A, six of 
Class B and three of Class C, although they obtained 
the aggregate of marks, failed to qualify in one subject 
and are in consequence eligible to appear for re-exam¬ 
ination at the Supplementary Examination to be held 
at the end of Apnl 1918. In addition to these there 
will be seven students who have returned from duty on 
mule ships from China. 

The results of the Supplementary and Annual Exam¬ 
inations held in 1917-18 are In the Final Year 28 
appeared and 17 passed, in Class B 37, and 24 passed, in 
Class A 44, and 28 passed. 

In January 1918, 54 candidates presented themselves 
for admission as against 73 last year. This decrease in 
numbers of candidates is due to the Principal having 
had to discourage applicants, owing to the number in 
the College now being in excess of that for which teach¬ 
ing facilities exist (vide Rule 11). Of those whopre- 
sented themselves, the Principal admitted 33 to Class 
A, 1 to Class B and 1 to Class C. The remaining 
candidates were refused admission on account of edu¬ 


cational or physical unfitness. There were thus 85 
admissions this year as against 41 last year and 37 in 
the preceding year. 

There were 127 students’ names on the rolls in January 
1918 ; of these 35 were newly admitted, 45 were students 
promoted to a higher class, 39 were failed students and 
eight who had not appeared for the examination. Of 
the failed students seven discontinued the course and 
of the eight who did not appear, one left the College. 
There were thus 119 students’ names cn the College 
rolls at the termination of the official year as against 
115 at the commencement. 

The Students ’ Hostel .—'The students’ hostel has as 
usual been quite full throughout the year and accomo¬ 
dation therein is much sought after. All arrangements 
for the hostel have been carried out by Mr. Dhakmar- 
valla. 

During the year the students have continued to avail 
themselves of the tennis courts. Football, hockey and 
cricket have also been played and several matches 
against other institutions have been arranged. Athletic 
sports were held during the year. 

The health of the students has been good throughout 
the year. 

Riding Clash, Drill, etc —The usual course of in¬ 
struction in riding was held at the Riding School of H. 
E. the Governor’s Body Guard at Chaupati for the final 
year s students and the others were put through a course 
of physical drill by Staff Sergeant Town, Tate Royal 
Horse Artillery, the Instructor in Shoeing. 

Clinical Instruction. —This was carried out as usual 
in the Bai Sakarbai Dinshaw Petit Hospital for Animals. 
During the year 3,425 in-patients and 623 out-patients 
were treated, a total of 4,048 patients. Of these 839 
were equines, 1,922 bo vines and 664 others. The average 
daily attendance was 281. 

The {students have been well behaved and their at¬ 
tendance at lectures, demonstrations and clinical classes 
has been satisfactory. There have been some instances 
of absence from College without permission, but such 
have been suitably dealt with. 

The Laboratory— During the year Under report 1,130 
specimens were examined in the College Laboratory by 
Mr. Sowerby, the Assistant Principal and Mr. Lopez. 

Employment of Graduates.— Of the 17 Graduates who 
passed out in 1917, 7 are in the service of Government 
or Local Bodies. 2 in the service of Native States, 1 in 
private practice, 2 are studying in Sanitary Surveyors 
Class and 5 are unemployed as yet. Of the 23 students 
who graduated in 1916, 21 are in the service of Govern¬ 
ment or Local Bodies, 1 is unemployed and 1 died. Of 
the 16 students who graduated in 1915, 12 are in the 
service of Government or Local Bodies and 4 are in 
Native State service. Thus out of a total of 56 Grad¬ 
uates who have passed out of the College in the last three 
years, 40 are in the service of Government or Local 
Bodies, 6 are in Native State service, 1 is in private prac¬ 
tice, 2 are undergoing the Sanitary Surveyors Class, 6 
are unemployed and 1 has died. 

The College Buildings—The water supply of the stu¬ 
dents’ quarters was improved and special repairs to the 
Laboratory were carried out during the year. 

Extra Duties of the Staff .—The Principal has this year 
as heretofore performed military duty throughout the 
year in addition to his civil duties. He holds the 
appointment of Deputy Assistant Director Veterinary 
Services (Embarkation), Bombay, with the rank of Major 
in the Veterinary Corps (I.D.F.). He is responsible for 
all veterinary work in connection with the embarkation 
and the Bombay Brigade and is in charge of the Embark¬ 
ation Veterinary Hospital. He arranged for the supply 
of the veterinary personnel for a considerable number of 
vessels conveying remounts to the various expeditionary 
forces and for vessels bringing mules from Northern 
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China to India. The Assistant Principal, Mr. SoWerby* 
who holds a Commission as Major in the Bombay Garri¬ 
son Artillery, was in command of a sub-district of the 
Bombay Coast Defences for three months and for the 
remainder of the year commanded his Company as usnal. 
He assisted the Principal in his embarkation duties. 
Mr. Miranda, 2nd Assistant Professor, has worked in 
the Embarkation Veterinary Hospital and Khan Saheb 
Ahmed Shaikh, 1st Assistant Professor, has at times 
assisted him there. Mr. Lopez, the Lecturer, went in 
veterinary charge of a shipment of remounts to Basra. 
These three officers have helped the Principal and staff 
of the Glanders and Farcy Department in carrying out 
the large number of mallein tests which have been per¬ 
formed this year by that department and which it would 
have been impossible to perform without the willing 
assistance of these officers. Mr. Dhakmarvalla has 
assumed some of the ordinary routine work of the Col¬ 
lege in order to permit of these extra duties being per¬ 
formed by other members of the staff. 

The Clerical establishment has also had to perform 
much extra work especially Mr. Pansare, the Head Clerk. 

The Principal received instructions to convey the for¬ 
mal thanks of Government to Mr. Miranda for his good 
work in connection with the Embarkation Veterinary 1 
Hospital. 

The Principal desires again to record his appreciation 
of the way in which all the officers of the College have 
performed their duties. 

K. Hewlett, i.c.v.d., 
Principal, Bombay Veterinary College. 


JOINT-ILL IN FOALS. 

To the Editor of the Veterinary Record. 

Sir,—I shall be much obliged if you will allow me to 
use your columns to intimate that this season again 
serum for the treatment of joint-ill in foals is being 
supplied gratis to members of the profession.—Yours 
faithfully, 

J. M‘Fadyean. 

Royal Veterinary College, 

Camden Town, N. W. I., June 3. 


ANAESTHESIA IN ANIMALS. 

From the correspondence in our daily papers and our 
Veterinary Journals it will be seen that there is a likely- 
hood of an Act of Parliament compelling all operations 
on animals to be done under some anaesthetic. 

If I might say a few words in favour of this Bill, I 
think as far as it goes it is a very good Bill, and in my 
opinion will help the profession very much; but I do 
tnink there should be no specified operations, but that 
all should be included. 

For the last 20 years I have never done an operation 
except under some anaesthesia, and the operations per¬ 
formed have been many and various. I never had any 
cause for alarm or complaint, and I might say that if 
once a man operated under an anaesthetic he would never 
resort to the old method. There is the absence of in¬ 
creased help, and there is the comfort in controlling 
your patient to your requirements. 

Now take the simple operation of docking. The colt 
or other older animal is caught, and the seat of operation 
put under local anaesthesia, and in a few seconds the tail 
can be amputated with the scalpel, and the arteries se¬ 
cured. There is never any evidence of pain, and the colt 
will stand in the same position after he is liberated. I 
have docked some thousands of colts of all ages, and 
never had to put one under restraint, beyond one man. 
I do all severe operations under chloroform, including 
parturition in ewes, and prolonged parturition in the 
mare. 


Some weeks ago I was asked by a gentleman who is a 
member of the R.S.P.C.A.. to castrate some colts, but I 
must put them under chloroform. The fee was fixed 
and the arrangements made. The first colt was brought 
out and cast on his side, and chloroform was admini¬ 
stered ; after some excitement the colt was under, and 
the operation performed to the owner’s wish, but he 
thought the colt suffered a little when coming round. 
This I explained was the effects of chloroform and not 
under my control. 

I then advised him to allow me to castrate the next 
colt under cocaine ; this he consented to. The colt was 
cast on its side, same as the other one (which I may say 
is very simple and quick). After the usual antiseptic 
toilet the testicle was placed under cocaine, using a very 
long and fine needle (which is the secret of success). If 
the needle is plunged well into the testicle, which is very 
soft, the colt feels very little. After a time it comes 
under the anesthetic, the scrotum is opened, the testicle 
is liberated, all the non-vascular parts separated, and 
with the castrator the operation is finished. Allow the 
colt to get up without any feeling of pain whatever ; he 
walks off as if nothing had happened. 

I asked the owner after if he wanted me to chloroform 
the third colt, but the cocaine had so pleased him, that 
I had to do the other the same. 

At the time of writing this letter I have just operated 
upon a cow’s teat for stricture of the duct, by opening 
the sinus half way up under cocaine, without the animal 
being held at all. The teat was laid open and re-stitched, 
and the cow was chewing the cud while I bad the teat 
at my leisure. 

No doubt there are others using it for their work, but 
if my experiences of the use of anaesthetics is a means 
of helping others in the cause of humanity I am satisfied. 

Swanlow, Winsford. H. Bibbey. 


CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 

President— James Malcolm, f.r.c.vjs. 

To the Editor of the Veterinary Record . 

Dear Sir, —Having undertaken the duties of Recording 
Secretary to the Conference of Veterinary Inspectors at 
the Royal Sanitary Institute’s forthcoming Congress in 
Newcastle, to be held on the 1st and 2nd of August, I 
beg to state that Sir Stewart Stockman will give an 
address and demonstration on “ Rabies,” and the papers 
promised are:— 

“Equine Parasitic Mange—its control and eradica¬ 
tion,” by A. Gof ton, F.R.c.v.8., Chief Veterinary Inspector, 
Edinburgh. 

“The utilization of condemned meat and other food¬ 
stuffs with waste products of slaughtering, in the manu¬ 
facture of poultry, pig, and dog foods,” by J. S. Lloyd, 
f.r.c.v.s., D.V.8.M., Chief Veterinary Inspector, and J. A. 
Priestly, Cleansing Superintendent, Sheffield, together 
with other subjects which were given in your last week’s 
issue. 

Having ascertained that many Veterinary Inspectors 
full-time and part-time officers—desire to be present at 
this important Congress, I shall be glad to receive the 
names of all inspectors employed by local authorities. 

It is my intention to communicate with heads of 
departments asking them to obtain the permission of the 
responsible committees to allow Veterinary Officers to 
attend the Conference. 

The Conference is held under the chairmanship of 
James Malcolm, f.k.o.v.8., and the Local Secretary is 
Thomas Parker, f.r.o.v.s., Newcastle. — I am, Sir, 
yours faithfully, 

James R, Hayhubst, 

Metropolitan Cattle Market, Recording Secretary. 

Islington, June 3,1919. 
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ON PROFESSIONAL POLITICS. 

It is a long time since I have read such a sound piece 
of writing as that of Mr. H. C. Wilkie on this subject. 
I wish he would follow it up by indicating how the 
veterinary profession in the United Kingdom is to attain 
proper political influence. France has long ago recog¬ 
nised the value of State aid to veterinary science. The 
United States calls its whole hog department the Bureau 
of Animal Industry , and it sees to it that its head is a 
man of ability and scientific attainment in connection 
with animals—not a soldier, a sailor or a professional 
politician only. In the case of Gilruth and Reakes, is 
it not a fact that these men were really appointed to 
their positions by the Governor-General of the colonies 
concerned? They do not depend on the vote of the 
proletariat for their positions. A Governor is'there 
with full authority and it is to the credit of these Gover¬ 
nors that they have been very discerning men. It is not 
so with all our colonies. In India and South Africa a 
great amount of chaos prevails, and the lot of the veteri¬ 
nary profession there is not by any means a happy one. 

It would seem that, in the United Kingdom, in order 
that the profession may attain the rank and position 
that it is entitled to, a man should be given full power 
to organise and administer affairs connected with veteri¬ 
nary science, and animal production and industry. The 
general lot of the veterinary profession in France is not 
much better than our own. The Ministry of the Interior 
has a pretty strong hand over it, but France has had the 
saving grace to associate veterinary science with the 
State and to aid it from the Treasury. In this way men 
like Chauveau have received due honour and recognition, 
and have been able to rise and advance. Under the 
present system of Government in the United Kingdom 
there seem to be three or four ways open to us to im¬ 
prove our position. Co-operation with the Universities, 
with amculturwts, with sympathetic M.P., and with the 
medical profession ; and with all of them making certain 
that we keep our own hold on the right end of our stick, 
and preserve our needs, rights and privileges as much 
as possible, intact: for men acting on behalf of others 
are prone to go woefully astray unless frequently guided 
and advised. At any rate this seems to be the only 
way—unless some day the State gives U9 a surprise by 
recognising our worth, and putting us into undisputed 
possession of the positions we are entitled to, whicn will 
never be most usefully filled and properly occupied until 
we are there. 

G. Mayall, M.R.C.V.9. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Sir.—I was very interested in Mr. Wilkie’s letter on 
the above subject which appeared in your issue of May 
31st. 

Mr. Wilkie’s statement that the social position of the 
individual depends on that individual is perfectly true 
but I think that in grasping at the shadow he has missed 
the substance of the numerous letters which have 
appeared in the Veterinary press from time to time. I 
take it that the question has not been one so much of 
the individual as of the profession in the abstract. 

There are numerous instances in England, without 
wandering far afield, of individuals who have held very 
high offices under the state and highly esteemed withal. 
One need only mention such men as Sir George Brown, 
Director of the Veterinary department of the Privy 
Council, of whom the late Duke of Richmond and Gordon 
placed on record that he was the most able organizer 
and administrator he had encountered—Sir Stewart 
Stockman, Edward Nettleship who, although distin¬ 
guished in ophthalmology, never forgot up to the day of 


his death that he was a veterinary surgeon—Sir John 
M’Fadyean who was on the Royal Commission of Tuber¬ 
culosis—Dr. O. C. Bradley professor of comparative 
anatomy in the University of Edinburgh—Griffiths 
Evans who discovered the trypanosomes. There are 
many others one may mention aid space permit. 

We have also received recognition from the Board of 
Agriculture as evidenced by tne trust placed in us in the 
present outbreak of Rabies. And this is all the more 
remarkable after the experience of the Veterinary De¬ 
partment of the Privy Council when during the outbreak 
of pleuro-pneumonia upon investigating cases which 
were reported as post-mortemed and found affected by 
certain members of our profession, it was found on ex¬ 
huming the carcases that the skins had not even been 
cut. 

The Army has also recognised us and this prominence 
has been far above that given to the veterinary profession 
by any other army. 

But it must indeed be a thick skinned and unob¬ 
servant man who can say that the profession is not held 
in disdain and from some points of view justly so. There 
must, of course, be some reason for this and by studying 
the question it becomes apparent that the status of any 
profession depends on the percentage of eminent or re¬ 
spectable members as compared to the “ blacklegs,” and 
the greater the former the higher will be that status. 

The other professions are only too willing to receive 
us with open arms and I have found that the medicos 
have always regarded veterinarians as their equals in 
learning and apparently delight in engaging us in the 
most highly scientific discussions in order to derive 
benefit from our knowledge, and their deference to usas 
a profession both in civil and military life has struck me 
as highly complimentary. 

Like all other questions there are'two sides to this one 
and on turning our attention to the “horsey” and “dog¬ 
gy ” people, to say nothing of the truly ignorant, we find 
the exact reverse—the majority entertain the greatest 
contempt for us and often non-plus the youthful prac¬ 
titioner by openly telling him so. Several instances of 
this may be mentioned. Remount officers, usually 
“ horsey ’’ civilians, seldom or never consult their veteri¬ 
nary officer and I have listened with amusement tathese 
types holding forth on the treatment of the various 
species which they may favour. 

In the last issue of “Fur and Feather” there was an 
article on the “Neutering of cats” in which a “catty” lady 
gives forth her opinion to the world on the best period 
for the operation. Is it owing to the fact that she found 
that a great number of the cats of both sexes which she 
had had operated upon died as a result of the operation ? 

Such a state of affairs will not be altered by individual 
endeavour, propaganda nor political influence so long as 
we have practitioners who make use of “touts” or them¬ 
selves “tout” for the R.S.P.C.A., actually give certificates 
without making an examination, cut prices and Bquabble 
with each other in and out of the police court, and are 
not above belittling, in the eyes of the public, their 
fellow practitioners, who are in many cases far more 
efficient than themselves, in the too often vain endeavour 
to promote their own advancement. 

In The Daily Telegraph a few years ago there appeared 
an article from the pen of Sir E. Ray Lankester, in which 
he stated that veterinary surgeons held medical science 
in the hollow of their hands. What hive we done to 
justify this chivalrous statement? We have adopted 
the attitude of complete isolation, instead of working in 
concord with human medical men, to whom our special 
opportunities and qualifications are almost indispensable 
in building up the edifice of pathological science and 
public hygiene. Is it because that we are conscious of 
our own inferiority in learning ? We have persistently 
held aloof and so to speak in a water-tight compartment 
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Contrary to Mr. Wilkie’s statement, opportunities of 
vvider study were hfforded us by the University of 
Liverpool which was opposed by the majority of the 
profession, much to its detriment. 

In spite of this veterinary surgeons may take courses 
at any of the Universities, certain of the medical schools 
and may also study immunity under Sir Almroth Wright. 
There is also the Lister Institute and the Brown Insti¬ 
tution in both of which research work may be carried 
out, and these institutions are always ready and willing 
to render all possible assistarce to veterinary practi¬ 
tioners when consulted. 

Farther, we can have access to the unsurpassable 
museum and library of the Royal College of Surgeons. 
But how many take advantage of such opportunities ? 
And do we, on our part, offer such opportunities to the 
members of the sister profession ? Are our libraries and 
museumB worthy of a profession which desires to be 
looked up to as a learned one? I was surprised when 
collecting some information on diseases of the horse’s 
-teeth to find such a priceless collection of specimens both 
of human and veterinary, not to mention of wild animals, 
us was shown to me in the Royal College of Burgeons*. 
Theirs was no water-tight compartment study but em¬ 
braced both branches of the profession, and one cannot 
help thinking that had we contributed to research on 
our patients and combined with the medicos, one would 
have been saved the thought that the medicals had 
trespassed on our preserves and had gained the credit. 

In our profession this water-tight attitude is carried 
Still further, the horse-doctor looks down on the cow- 
doctor, who in turn regards with contumely the dog and 
cat man. and contempt regurgitates the reverse way so 
that each branch despises the other. Again, the “ rule 
of thumb” practitioner who prides himself on being 
* “practical” despises his more scientific and perhaps more 
skilled confrere. 

When we shall have eliminated these so-called “prac¬ 
tical” men and replaced them by more thoroughly edu¬ 
cated and better skilled clinicians, and developed suffi¬ 
cient esprit de corps in that those at the top will encourage 
those below to climb instead of neglecting or actually 
pushing them down, we shall see the veterinary profes¬ 
sion greatly advanced in public opinion and with very 
little more assistance than afforded by a devoted and far- 
seeing Council. 

Q. O. Rushib Grey. 

Royal Army Veterinary Corps Rewards, 
Honours and Decorations por War Service. 

“ To the Editor of The Veterinary Record” 

Dear Sir,—May I suggest that there be published a 
di«t of those veterinary officers who have received the 
tabove, in a form similar to that published in the London 
Gaiette giving with each name a brief account of the 
service of each officer with details of the particular act 
or acts for which the award has been made. 

Much has been made of the fact that decorations 
which are looked upon as solely conferred for acts of 
•gallantry to actual fighting men, have been awarded to 
those practically employed as non-combatants and on the 
lines of communication. 

By the publication of such a list the profession could 
better judge of the merits or demerits of individual cases. 
. Separate lists should be prepared for each theatre of 
war and under the heading of Regular, Territorial, 
^Special Reserve and Temporary. 

This list should be published as a complete supplement 
to the regular issue of The Record.— Yours truly, 

“Demobilized.” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


The Ring held an investiture in the quadrangle of 
Buckingham Palace, on May 22 at 11 o’clock. 

The following Officers were severally introduced into 
the presence of The King, when His Majesty invested 
them with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted 

The Most Honourable Order of the Bath 
Companions—Military Division. 

* * * * 

Lieut.-Col. Arthur Olver. 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
Officers—Military Division. 

* * * * 

Major Percy Dayer-Smith, Capt. Dickinson Starkey, 
R.A.V.C.; Major Samuel Richards, Capt William 
Robertson, Canadian Army Veterinary Corps. 

Members— Military Division. 

* * * * 

Capt. Frederick SnEKDY, East African Vety. Corps. 

Thk Military Cross. 

* * # * 

Capt. Sydney Slocock. 

Capt. Charles Machonachie (May 29). 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

* * * * 

Lieut -Col. Henry Axe (May 31). 

May 23. 

His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to 
approve of the following immediate awards for con¬ 
spicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in North 
Russia, conferred by Major-Gen. C. C. M. Maynard, 
c.b., c.m.g., d.s.o., in pursuance of the powers vested in 
him by His Majesty. 

Awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 

* * * * 

34728 Vety. Sergt. F. J. Frape, r,a.v.c., attd. Can. 
Field Artillery. 

For conspicuous gallantry in action. He played a 
decisive part in the first phase of the attack. Gather¬ 
ing togetner a number of drivers, he took charge and 
fought stubbornly, falling back slowly in face of 

superior numbers. He himself accounted for several of 
| the enemy, this work contributing largely to the saving 
of the situation. By this check on the enemy time was 
given for preparation of the defence of the guns. 


Extracts from London Gautte 

War Offiok, Whitehall, May 21 . 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

The follg. Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. :— 
On ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S.J. J. 
Hilliard (Apr. 11); R. Tindle (Apr. 15);T. J. Faithful!, 
Spec. Res., on ceasing to hold the appt of D.A.D.V.S. 
(March 11). 

May 22. 

The follg. relinquish the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing 
to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S.Maj. S. F. G. Pallin, 
d.s.o., f.r.c.v.8. (Apr. 1); Capt. (temp. Mitf.) A. Spreull, 
d.s.o., t.f. (April 8) 

Temp. Capt. W. L. Flanagan resigns his comm. (May 23). 

Temp. Capt. S. Villar, f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes his comm, 
on acct. of ill-health (May 23), and retains the rank 
of Capt. 
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Ta«,« d o 1 i* . , May 23. was ridiculous, and on one occasion while visitii 

lei “PiiX ap ;-relinquishes his corara. on acct. Clemson College he said his grandfathers cattle hs 
of ill-health (May 24), and retains the rank of Capt. ticks, his father’s cattle had ticks, and his own cattle 

May 24. ticks, and if they were harmful he would have found 

Temn. Capt. E. J. Burndred relinquishes the actg. rank ^ out ere ^is. However, long before this able man died 
of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt of D.A^D.V.S. be was an ardent tick eradicator, and the State which so 
(April 2) (substituted for the notification in the signally honored him was taken out of Federal quaran- 

of May 13). tine, as you all know, on the first of last December. 

May 29. D 16 a l°ng» tortuous trail from those early days to the 
The follg. temp. Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of P resent and it has been one of constant effort on all our 
Maj.R. Clunas (April 14): W. Sherriff, on ceasing 10 educate, re-educate, and then educate once 

to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (April 27). more. ... 

Temp. Hon. Capt. J. Gregg to be temp. Capt. (May 1) Tick eradication in the past two years has made a 
Temp. Hon. Lt. W. E. Stribling to be temp. Hon. Cant notab,e record. In 1917 the 70,754 square miles released 


(March 30). 


from Federal quarantine far surpassed the record of any 
Mav 30. previous year. Again, in 1918, the release of 79,217 

* _ nr. _.1!^_J _ 1 1 _!_ __1 * t 


Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. E. A. Watson retires in the 8C l uare miles eclipsed all previous accomplishments. 
British Isles (May 15). These figures would command attention at any time. 

May 31. But they become truly remarkable when we remember 
Temp. Capt. T. Haigh relinquishes his commn. on that in 1917 and 1918 the United States was at war, and 
account of ill-health contracted on active service every energy of the American people was bent toward the 


(June 1), and retains the rank of Capt.). 


June 2. 


one aim of whipping the Hun. Many of our Bureau men 
joined the colors, tens of thousands of men left the farms 


Temp. Capt. A. D. R. Gordon, d.s.o., relinquishes the of the South for the army, it was difficult to ship 
actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. 8 U PP beB into this section because of the demands of the 
of A.D.V.S. (March 15). cantonments, everything was submerged beneath the 

Temp. Capt. L. C. Maguire relinquishes his commn. on one dominating purpose. But, despite all that, tick 
account of ill-health (June 3), and retains the rank of eradication in 1917 broke all records, and in 1918 we 
Capt. found that 1917 was nearly 9,000 square miles too slow. 

T Much of the credit for these record-breaking acoom* 

1 hrritgeial roRCE, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. plishments belongs to you, the representatives of the 

.. Federal Government in the fight against the tick. But 

_: u- , we should be vain and foolish if we tried to appropriate 

fal’no’wte resigns his comm. (May 22 ), and re- all, or even most, of the credit. We must give full 
ne rank of Capt recognition, in the first place, to the cooperative work of 

\ nr * * 4 . ,. . , May 24. the State governments and State agricultural colleges, 

- aj * . cot , fc » relinquishes the actg. and the county governments. We must acknowledge 
F e w n pa t °i b ?f em ? d ‘ • wl ch 4 .? 6 ^* tbe aid ® f 8uch organisations as the SouthernCattle- 

®en’s Association, the Texas Cattle Raisers’ Associa- 
fMav°/«l^^• °n ceasing to hoiId the appt. ofD.A.D.V.S. tion, the Florida Tick Eradication Committee, the 
M • x T x, D .. . , , the Southern Settlement and Development organisatiob 

ulrfi’ F V ^ n ^ ln tbe act £* fc he Georgia Land Owners’ Association, and the Southern 

rank Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 26). Pine Association. We must recognize the consistent 

f’W T * \ m ri v ," une . \ a “d clear-sighted support of the daily and weekly news- 

„ufT y° ung ’ °?* E » relinquishes paper and the agriculture and live stock journals of the 

f °* kieut.-Col. 011 ©easing to be empld. South, without whose aid we might still be battling 

\ a 1 , with prejudice everywhere. And we must give due 

^5Douglas relinauishes the actg. rank credit to the associations of the bankers and other busi- 
of M^j. on ceasing to be empld. (April 24). ness men who have led their communities to a realisa- 

- - ~ - :-- tion of the benefits of tick eradication. 

OBITUARY. More than that, we must, everyone, take off our hats 

William Henry Beach, Fir Grove, Bridgnorth, Salop, If.v? 6 ®’ *!u 6 n? ock raisers, and other people, in 

Graduated. Lond March l mt gene r al of th ® S ,°“ th - must remember that while these 
Died 17th May, 1919, baed 63 ' 1880, P®°P le were helping tick eradication, they were not only 

_ ^ buying Liberty Bonds, subscribing to Red Cross and 

- other organisations, and sending their sons to war, but 

were accomplishing notable things in raising the food 
TICK ERADICATION IN U.S.A. crops that were regarded as essential to a strong America 

The following is from an address by J. R. Mohler Whe 2 t K? lo 9 m “The South Must Feed Itself,” was 
Chief of the Bureau of Animal Induatir at conference! J? unded the farmers of the South answered. Before 
of B. A. I. Employees, New Orleans, in February the T ar „ the So “ th imported annually about 8600,000,000 

* ' ' vnrf n nf onrn now imina mivml f nn/1 a i 


a 'omewhztsimter but decidedly smaller meeting which change. In 1818 the fifteen Southern States, including 
was held at Richmond, Va., m the fall of 1905. The all the tick-infested States, produced 141,787,000 bush- 
oecasion was the annual convention of the Southern els more corn than they harvested in 1909. The 


Commissioners of Agriculture, and the audience con- eleven States com 


y harvested m 1909. The 
the cotton belt produced 135 


sisted of lew than two score men. I was afforded the per cent more wEeat m 1918 than in 1909. These 
privilege of choosing for my topic whatever subject I same States during the same period increased their oat 
considered the chief prerequisite in tick eradication and crop 133 per cent; their hay yield, 128 per cent: Irish 
I selected the title The Education of the Owner .of potatoes, 117 per cent; and sweet potatoes, 67 per cent. 
Ticky Cattle. In those days men like one of the late The same tendency is shown in live stock production. 
Senators of South Carolina thought tick eradication As an instance, in 1914 Mississippi marketed only 83,229 
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fat cattle, while in 1916 it shipped 156,237 animals to 
St. Louis market, an increase of 181 per cent. 

When we look back over what has been done, and 
consider that we are sure of the increasingly strong 
support of the Southern people who have done such 
great things, there is no reason whatever to fear that 
tick eradication will not win the most complete success, 
and that through tick eradication the South will become 
the live stock section that it should be by reason of its 
climate and other natural advantages. 

The total number of cattle dipped in the South Texas 
counties during January, 1918, was 1,033 herds, com- 
rising 43,213 cattle. A total of 17,983 cattle, or 286 
erds underwent systematic dipping, while the remain¬ 
der, or 747 herds, including 25,330 cattle received 
preliminary dipping.— Jon™. American V.M.A. 


Joint-111 Investigation. 

A meeting of the council of the Clydesdale Horse 
Society was held in the registered office, Glasgow, Mr. 
James Kilpatrick, in the chair. On the motion of Mr. 
George A. Ferguson, the convener, the minute of this 
committee was adopted. Payments were authorised, 
amounting to £75 or thereby, in connection with this 
work. Serum is now being distributed, and applications 
for supplies from responsible veterinary surgeons should 
be made to Mr. Wm. Brown, M.R.C.V.S., Marischal 
College, Aberdeen, for the north and north-eastern dis¬ 
tricts ; Prof. Charnock Bradely, M.R.C.V.S., Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, for the eastern 
districts ; and Mr. T. B. Hamilton, M.R C.V.S., Pollok- 
shaws Road, Glasgow, for the western and south-west-' 
era districts. 


Suspected Pigs.—Heavy Pine. 

At Colchester before Mr. T. Hetherington (in the 
chairl, Col. Tyler, Major Tufnell, and Mr. C. E. Benham, 
Frank Bensley, butcher’s manager and dealer, 
Middleboro’, pleaded not guilty to exposing six diseased 
or suspected pigs in the market. 

The Town Clerk (M r. H. C. Wanklyn) briefly outlined 
the Swine Fever Order, and said on the 29th March 
Mr. Tayler, the veterinary surgeon appointed under the 
Acts, saw six pigs in the market, each with symptoms 
of swine fever. Mr. Tayler gave instructions to Inspec¬ 
tor Cannell to have them removed. The Inspector made 
inquiries, and went to the defendant’s premises in 
Middleboro’. He admitted the pigs were his, but said 
he thought they were all right. The pigs were then re¬ 
moved, and the defendant placed them in a sty or box, 
in which were others, two of which were healthy, at the 
back of the premises. 

Mr. Rowland Tayler, m.r.c.v.s., said he killed one of 
the pigs, made a post-mortem, and found it to be suffer¬ 
ing from swine fever, and that had been confirmed by 
the Board of Agriculture. 

Inspector Cannell said defendant told him he pur¬ 
chased them, with others, at Sexton’s and he kept them 
28 days before putting them onjthe market. Defendant 
sold two of the pigs to Mr. Doe, and both died. 

Defendant said the pigs always appeared to be all right 
I or he would not have put them into the market.—Cross- 
examined : He admitted that they looked a bit queer 
when he bought them, but he did not think it was swine 
fever. He kept three pigs for his boy, and they were 
quite healthy. 

A fine of £15, with £1 lls. 6d. costs, was imposed.— 
East Anglian Daily Times. 
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The N.A.V.I. 

The National Association of Veterinary Inspectors, 
which was formed not long before the war but 
lapsed into inactivity after the outbreak, is now in 
process of resuscitation. A meeting of the Council 
was held last month to decide upon the best method 
of accomplishing this, and especially of induoing 
all veterinary inspectors, both whole and part-time, 
to join the Association. Numerical strength is the 
mose essential factor towards the attainment of the 
objects of the Association. 

Every veterinary inspector may see the advis¬ 
ability of joining the Association. The membership 
subscription of five shillings per annum is quite 
nominal: and the advantages of such a society are 
self-evident. Many matters connected with vet¬ 
erinary inspection could be far better dealt with by 
a strong association of veterinary inspectors than 
by any other body. Our correspondence column 
supplied a good case in point some two months ago, 
when the President of the Western Counties V.M.A. 
wrote asking for information regarding County 
.Council fees and mileage in other districts than his 
own. Tbe Association, had it then been in that 
full working order to which it is hoped to bring it, 
could quickly have supplied this information, and 
also given invaluable aid in furthering the object 
with which the question was put—the levelling up 
of County Council fees. And this is only one of 
many similar aims which a strong association would 
help to attain. We are faoing considerable changes 
in our civil life, and the veterinary publio service 
must share in the process. A speedy and thorough 
re-oasting of the whole conditions of veterinary 
inspection has never been so probable as it is now ; 
ana hence the necesity for a strong National Asso¬ 
ciation to secure that it is done on good lines. 

Their executive have done well in fixing the 
Annual Meeting at Newcastle, the day before the 
conference of the Veterinary Section of the Sanitary 
Institute of that city. Many veterinary inspectors 
are likely to be attracted to the latter meeting by 
the prospect of Sir Stewart Stockman’s address and 
demonstration on rabies; and those who came a 
day earlier would strengthen the hands of the 
N.A.V.I. Most men could spare the extra day for 
such an object, and all can spare the trifling sub¬ 
scription for the all-important purpose of swelling 
the membership. The Association may prove the 
chief factor in bringing the veterinary civil service 
of the country to the position it should hold, but 
only upon condition of a strong membership. We 
have never had a better opportunity of living up to 
our motto of Vis unita fqrtior. 


Bovine Cocgidiosis or Cocoidian Dysentery. 

A. Railliet, in the Recueil de Mtdecine VAttrinaira 
of the present year, gives an account of this disease, 
including some details of its history and distribution. 
The earliest ideas of it are due to Proger, a veteri¬ 
narian of the Berne district, who reported observa¬ 
tions made upon calves which died in two or three 
weeks with symptoms and lesions of acute enteritis. 
Pieces of intestine were sent to Ziirn, who found a 
parasite which he regarded as a gregarine. After¬ 
wards Railliet and Lucet, Zschokke, and others, 
considered it a coooidium, which, on account of its 
specificity for cattle, was called the Coccidium 
bovis. To-day it is also known by the name of 
Eimeria Ziimi (Galli-Vallerio). 

Bovine intestinal coccidiosis is especially diffused 
in Switzerland. It has been reported in France 
and in Germany. In Italy cases of it have often 
been seen in Piedmont, in Emilia, and in Venetia. 
Gair has observed it in Scotland. In Africa it was 
observed in the Transvaal by Thieler, in British 
East Africa by Montgomery, and in Tunis by 
Duoloux. In Australia it was observed by Clelan, 
and in North America by Schulz, and by Th. 
Smith. 

The disease appears in animals varying in age 
from six months to two years, but is particularly 
grave between ten and eighteen months. Smith 
has seen it even in sucking calves. It presents 
enzootic characters in young animals, and sporadic 
in old ones. 

The affection begins with diarrhoea, or at other 
times with tbe emission of blood-clots without any 
other symptom. Later, the diarrhoea changes to 
dysentery; and in the foeoes, whioh are rich in 
mucus, the blood continually becomes more 
abundant, There is fever, and irregularity or 
cessation of rumination. The animals visibly 
become emaciated, and show weakness of the hind 
quarters and a notable difficulty in rising. 

The disease is almost always grave or mortal in 
young animals. In general, the prognosis should 
be guarded when disturbances of rumination appear 
very early. The mortality oscillates between 5 % 
and 13 %. 

At first the lesions are limited to the reotum, the 
mucous membrane of whioh is thickened, hyper- 
aemic, and sprinkled all over with haemorrhagic 
points. Later (on the fifth or sixth day of the ill¬ 
ness) the oolon and caecum are also involved; and, 
in oases in which the animal dies after eight or ten 
days from the initiation of the process, all the 
intestine appears involved. 

The disease is transmitted by means of water. 
All veterinarians are agreed in recognising that 
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marshy waters and the grass of humid meadows 
are particularly'dangerous. The disease appears 
in June or July, twenty or thirty days after the 
animals are taken to the pasture. It lasts all the 
summer, and deolines towards the month of 
November. 

As-regards prophylaxy, one of the first rules to be 
followed is that of keeping the animals away from 
suspected or humid meadows. Good drinking water 
and dry food should be given. Affected animals 
must be separated, and it is necessary to remember 
that some animals which appear healthy may be 
the bearers of coccidia. 

This necessitates a systematic examination of 
the excrements of all the cattle, and the removal of 
those in whose fssces parasites are found. If the 
disease prevails in a cow-shed, in addition to the 
above measures, disinfection of the ground, frequent I 
changing of the litter, and the destruction or dis¬ 
infection of faecal material are also indicated. 

As treatment, Smith advises the following mix¬ 
ture—powder of Acacia catechu 8 grammes, 
powdered asafoetida 4 grammes, tincture of opium 
8 grammes, oreosote 4 grammes, and water 850 
grammes. This makes one dose, which is given in 
gruel, and repeated twice daily. — (La Clinica 
Veterinaria.) 

W. R. C. 

Oocoidiosis Bovine. 

In 1878 Zurn noted the presenoe of coooidia in 
the intestinal mucous membrane of a calf, which 
had died of acute enteritis. The same year Rivolta 
considered the cocoidium of the rabbit as distinot 
from that of the ox. Since then the malady has 
been recognised in all European countries, and in 
South and West Africa, and elsewhere. To it has 
been applied a variety of nomenclature—haemor¬ 
rhagic enteritis, red diarrhoea, cocoidian diarrhoea, 
coooidian enteritis, dysentery, etc. Since then 
zoologists are not entirely agreed as to whether the 
parasite as affects both animals is one and the 
same. 

The author has had in 1917 an opportunity to 
undertake the study of this affection m bovines, he 
mentions the frequency of spherical forms, differ¬ 
ent from ovoid forms found in the rabbit. Patho¬ 
logically the cocoidium of the ox shows no tendency 
to invade the liver and provoke dysentery. That of 
the rabbit invades the liver and provokes only 
diarrhoea. Goooidiosis of the rabbit is widely 
spread in the farms and breeding grounds. That 
of the ox is confined to oertain regions. Guillebeau 
has not been able to oonvey the diseases from cattle 
to rabbits. The author in recent attempts has also 
been unsuccessful. 

From the point of view of prophylaxis and thera¬ 
peutics, it is very difficult to aot against the cocci- 
dium. Numerous agents are ineffective, namely 
creolin, lysol, resorcin, hyposulphate of soda, tannin, 
nitrate of silver, sulphate of iron, alum. Atoxyl 
with sodium chloride should have marked effects. 
Chlor. of emetine and salvarsan will be tried. 

The problem of disinfection of manure is very 
difficult. 


The author notes the following conclusions:— 
Bovine coocidiosis is due to a special speoies. It is 
disseminated in stables, byres, and fields by affeoted 
animals. Unless disinfeoted properly these places 
retain the infecting agent. 

As good prophylaxis the following precautions 
are essential:— ; 

(a) Isolation of the sick, and treatment by an 
agent capable of sterilising the parasite.. 

(b) Disinfection of manure by sulphuric acid. 

(c) Drainage of pasture, and provision of clean 
drinking water .—Archives Vet. Suisse. 

Red Diarrhcea of Bovines 
(Intestinal Coccidiosis in Venetia). 

M. Cremon&, who is assistant at the clinio of the 
Veterinary College of Turin, reports that Bovine 
coccidiosis is more frequent here in Italy than is 
generally known. He has had opportunities to 
study it olinically, and to be able to diagnose 
it microscopically. Cocoidium bovis develops more 
particularly in animals of twelve to eighteen months 
old pastured on the low marshes of Venetia. He 
has, however, noted it also in one animal of five 
years and in another of only six months. 

In some oases the course of the disease is 
extremely rapid, and death may ocour in four or 
five days, which is preceded by a rapid emaoiation, 
attaoks of convulsions and the passage continuous 
of blood clots. 

The treatment recommended by San Lorenzo, 
mainly, thymol in doses of 10 bo 15 grammes, gave 
some cures in four to five days .—II Nuevo Ercolanu 

L. J-K. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

In reply to Mr. May all, I should suggest that the 
best method we can adopt in order to acquire proper 
political influence is to assert our right, our rail 
capacity, and our fixed intention to be the sole 
authorities on all matters connected with animal 
diseases, whether they may influence the public 
health or not; and to that end to instruct the public 
(and therefore all governing bodies) by means of 
constant propaganda not only that the veterinary 
profession is the sole competent body to deal with 
such matters, but also that we have at least as 
much administrative ability as any other Beotion of 
the community, and oan conveniently dispense with 
outside assistance in that respect. 

Before such convictions oan be impressed upon 
the public mind, I believe a great deal of hard work 
would be necessary and a considerable amount of 
time required. I think it could only be done by 
means of continual propaganda, but as all other 
professions have been so ably advertising themselves 
in this way—at least ever since I oan remember 
anything—we have plenty of examples at hand of 
the art of keeping before the public. 

I believe most of the matters referred to by Mr. 
McIntosh in his paper, which originated this con¬ 
troversy, and those commented on by many writers 
sinoe, are due to apathy on the part of the veter¬ 
inary profession and ignoranoe on the part of the 
pubfio. 
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Professor Macqueen said, some time ago, that 
the profession must first induce its members to take 
an interest in itself. That remark cannot be too 
often repeated, and I believe that a great deal of 
our constitutional apathy is due to a want of 
appreciation of the fact that the progress of the 
individual is dependant on the progress of the com¬ 
munity to which he belongs, and that one cannot 
dissociate the welfare of the one from that of the 
other in the case of the relationship of a man to his 
profession, 

We are, as a profession, no longer in our child¬ 
hood. We have grown up, and I, for one, am not 
ashamed of our manhood, but we oan never become 
really strong without more unity of purpose. Our 
purpose in this connection should be the full 
exposition and continual driving home of actual 
truths about all matters for which we are, or should 
be responsible. 

. For example, we know very well that a large per¬ 
centage of the meat killed in this country is sub¬ 
mitted to no proper examination whatever; also 
that the amount of efficient dairy inspection which 
takes place in the United Kingdom is just sufficient 
to show what a complete sham it is, and how 
hypocritical is any suggestion that the State is 
making a serious effort at all to safeguard the public 
health in these directions. 

This condition of affairs iB due to general and 
very complete ignorance. For that ignorance we 
are to blame, as we are the proper persons to in¬ 
struct ; and for the shams we are largely responsible 
because we have not bad the strength of character 
to compel the authorities to allow us to do what 
we very well know is our duty to the public. 

I do not hold the view that the State will ever 
take the initiative in reforming matters which con¬ 
cern the veterinary profession, since my belief is 
that the State follows some distance behind public 
opinion, and never does anything which it is not 
obviously obliged to do. 

The State is like a very unintelligent child which 
needs to have its lessons labouriously drummed 
into it before it can learn anything. 

Other professions have gone through the hard 
work of forcing information about their capacities 
and their rights on the State, and it is high time 
the veterinary profession began to give some in¬ 
struction in its own interests. 

Mr. Grey raises some points regarding which 1 
am not quite in accord. He does not oonsider 
political influence by means of propaganda will 
effect any alteration in the present state of affairs 
so long as certain disreputable practices are in vogue 
with a certain class of member. 

I do not hold this opinion, for we cannot alter 
human nature, and we are not the profession 
responsible for either the growth or decay of moral¬ 
ity. All we can do as a preventative measure is to 
remove temptation from those who are weak, by 
the improvement of the general conditions of life. 
That general prosperity enormously decreases crime 
is demonstrated in New Zealand, where the abolition 
of real poverty has been followed by the nearly total 
.disappearance of serious offences. 


Our only curative measure is removal from the 
Register, and if we may judge of our moral status 
from that record I think it will be found that con¬ 
victions for disgraceful conduct are far more 
numerous in both the legal and medical profession 
than in our own. 

It is true, our occupation does not present either 
the opportunity or the temptation to such crimes 
as embezzlement, fraud, illegal operations, etc. The 
smaller mean tricks to which Mr. Grey especially 
alludes, I can see only as evidence of the struggle 
for existence by those handicapped with weak and 
selfish natures; and that struggle it is the duty of 
the profession to render less acute, while punisning 
the offences. 

I do not, however, agree with Mr. Grey that the 
profession is treated contemptously. I should 
rather say it is treated by the general public with 
an indifference due to ignorance—the phenomenon 
is passive, not active. 

I think Mr. Grey's remarks about our museums 
and libraries a very useful subjeot into which to let 
the daylight of free discussion. I very fully agree 
with him that our museums and libraries are utter¬ 
ly unworthy of a learned profession. 

Had the veterinary profession had anything like 
a properly constituted museum at all in this country, 
the four years of war alone should have provided 
more pathological specimens and surgical and 
pathological drawings than we have actually 
collected in considerably over a century. 

Henry C. Wilkie, f.r.o.v.s. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Appleton, A. F., Col., Bromley, Kent £1 l 0 

Brown, J v Stirling 110 

Buxton, J., Highgate 1 1 0 

Goodall, T. B., Christchurch, Hants 110 
Hayes, J. W., Cant. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Hogben, H. K, Folkestone 1 1 0 

Knowles, R. W., Wisbech, Cambs. 110 

MacCormack, H. A., Tufnell Park 110 

McPherson, W., Huntly, Aberdeenshire 110 

Moss, M., Sevenoaks 110 

Sewell, W., jun.. Capt. b.a.v.c. 110 

Watchorn, F. W., Newtown, Mon. 110 

Previously acknowledged 832 0 10 


June 11. 


£844 12 10 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 

11 To the Editor of The Veterinary Record 

Dear Sir,—Will you kindly allow me through the 
medium of the Veterinary Record to express my thanks 
to those Fellows and Members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons who, by their votes, have secured 
my election as a Member of Council. I appreciate very 
highly the honour conferred upon me, and I shall 
endeavour to merit the confidence of the Profession. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

R.V.C.I., Ballsbridge, J. F. Craiq. 

Dublin, June 10. 
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Dear Sir,—May I be allowed through the medium of 
your paper to thank all those members who kindly gave 
me their vote at the Election of Council. 

It was a hopeful sign to see so many new candidates 
come forward willing to give their time and labours on 
behalf of their fellow members, but when one considers 
that barely a third of the profession took the trouble to 
vote, it shows what little interest is taken in the delib- 

urge 
every 
ig the 

critical times the profession is now passing through. 

6 Harley Place, Yours truly, 

Harley Street, N.W. J. Willett. 

June 6th. 

Dear Sir,—Please allow me to thank those gentlemen 
who recorded their votes in my favour.—Yours faithfully, 

55 Southgate Street, John B. Tutt. 

Winchester, June 8. 


erations of our governing body by the majority. 

As an unsuccessfui candidate I would earnestly 
that every member should give “ Our Council ,r 
support possible both morally and financially durin 


fiuence of the chloroform whilst he removed one or both 
hind legs by cutting from the stifle cross and through 
the hip joint, and remove the limbs by pulling the head 
of the femur first; eviscerate the fcetus, break through 
the obturator foramina on each side of the symphysis, 
and pass a stout rope in the form of a loop, through the 
opening to pull the remains of the foetus away ? Does 
any one know an easier and better way to deal with this 
presentation 1 for it is hard work ! 

4th : Docking with one man and without restraint. 
This, to me, is marvellous. For a young colt to allow 
anyone to stick a sharp needle through skin, muscle and 
bones of the tail without restraint, and the colt not 
show his heels ! How is it done ? 

I would not on any account like to see or hear of any 
dumb animal being made to suffer unnecessary pain 
when undergoing an operation ; yet at the same time 
I think there is far to much faddy, sentimental preach¬ 
ing about veterinary work generally. How will the new 
Act deal with a sheep farm with 500 to 600 ram-lambs 
to castrate and dock at the same time ? Will they have 
to be chloroformed. 

Aspatria. H. Thompson, m.r.c.v.s. 


To the one hundred and seventy-five veterinary 
surgeons who recorded their votes in my favour at the 
recent election I beg to tender my sincere thanks. 

I was entered in the fray almost before I knew myself, 
and my first impulse was to have my name struck out. 
Had I done that it would have been better, as the 175 
votes would have made all the difference to some of 
those general practitioners who failed.—Yours faithfully, 
The Gables, Reigate, Chas. A. Squair. 

Surrey, June 8. 

ANAESTHESIA IN ANIMALS. 

Sir,—Mr. Bibbey’s article on the the above is very 
interesting, I think a few working details would be of 
further interest. For instance in the case say of a 
Clydesdale mare foaling, who attends to the admin¬ 
istration of the ansestnestic while Mr. Bibbey is 
operating, supposing the operation lasts two hours? 
Tiie operator as we all know would not be in a fit 
state to run round to the head of the mare and to 
administer so much A. C. E. then return to his work 
behind. It looks simple and easy on paper, but what 
about practice ? Mr. B. may oblige with a few details. 

Kirkby Stephen. R. M. Malloch, m.r.c.v.s. 


As one of the old school, I cannot boast of being 
an adept in the use of anaesthetics, and was therefore 
much interested in Mr. H. Bibbey’s article in last week’s 
Record . and if not asking too much I would like Mr. 
Bibbey s reply to the following. 

1st: What time it takes, from the moment that a 
yearling colt is placed in front of the operator for castra¬ 
tion, to rope, chloroform, disinfect, operate, and tjie 
effects of the chloroform to pass off before the colt can 
be left with confidence ? I nave seen a very uncomfort¬ 
able effect following chloroform on some animals. 
The owner of the colt also, as stated by Mr. Bibbey, 
“ thought the colt suffered when coming round ! ” 

2nd : I may be wrong, but it seems to me that the 
sharp pain induced by tne plunging of a long needle into 
such sensitive organs as the testicles, (as both have to be 
pierced) will be equal, if not more acute than the dull 
sensation caused by the pressure of the clam on the cord. 

3rd: The case of difficult parturition in a big Clydes¬ 
dale mare, when only the tail and the points of the 
buttocks (iachii) are presented, and the nocks out of 
reach ; would Mr. Bibbey keep the mare under the in- 


QUACK BREEDING. 

While we have to deplore the manufacture of many 
quacks, through the instruction given to men of the 
K.A.V.C.—a very one sided and inadequate equipment 
for any civil work—we should certainly protest against 
the official insult to the profession contained in the 
“ Officers Guide to Civil Careers ” page 49. “ Veterinary 
Surgery. Though a license to practise as a veterinary 
surgeon is not essential, the diploma of the Royal 
College is of the greatest value to those who wish to 
found asuccessful business.” 

I understand that a protest has been made by our 
much abused Council, and in future editions this stupid 
sentence will be deleted. 

“ Diogenes.” 


RECONSTRUCTION. 

Those correspondents who have been writing about 
the status of the profession may well turn to the 
“ Officers’ Guide to Civil Careers,” if they would get at 
the official estimate of our dignity and worth. 

At page 49, “Veterinary,” it is stated that “ though a 
license to practice as a veterinary surgeon is not 
essential, the diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons is of the greatest value to those who wish to 
found a successful business.” 

We are singled out for this insult, while intending 
candidates may apply for as much as £220 per annum 
to assist them in obtaining a diploma which is not 
necessary. 

With R.A.V.C. non-coms, advertising themselves on 
the strength of having taken temperatures and done 
routine dressings on the one hand, and the official en¬ 
couragement of Quackery on the other, there is but a 
poor look out for any but the officially plaeed or well 
established among our members. 

“Old Obadiah.” 

ON PROFESSIONAL HAIR SPLITTING. 

There is a certain class of writer which reminds one 
of a certain class of speculator in that he not infrequent¬ 
ly tries to hedge. But hedging, and especially literary 
hedging, is a very subtle art. It should not be attempted 
by tne unwary, or by the egotist, who in his efforts to 
prove a goose to be a swan must needs return to the 
original idea in all its crudity, and keep grinding away 



June 14 , igig 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


469 


at it with the persistence of a pre-war Italian on a street 
organ. Thus, on reading an amplified attempt to draw 
a distinction between the social and political status of 
the profession one seemed to catch the following re¬ 
frain :— 

The voice that breathed o’er England, 

From Propaganda bowers, 

Said Veterinarxus must be praised, 

He is a friend of ours. 

I have just remarked that hedging is a ticklish 
business. It cannot be accomplished by backing the 
same horse after a change of its name. Neither can the 
literary hedger get out of a doubtful investment by 
begging the question. Here it seems pertinent to pro¬ 
pound a riddle: If the veterinary profession enioys 
equal social advantages with all other vocations how 
does it happen that (7 Our lack of political influence is 
the foundation of every important disadvantage, . . . 
keeps down our fees, . . . helps quackery, and allows 
other professions and laymen to butt into our special 
provinces to our manifest disadvantage 1 ” The answer 
is: Because the veterinary calling is treated with dis¬ 
dain. and that lack of political influence is merely 
another name for lack of social influence. In this 
connection one is forcibly reminded of the Baths of Leuk, 
where every mud-bather has, if he so desires, his own 
private floating table, with writing materials and a cup 
of coffee. But the mud is everywhere all the same. 
Metaphorically the mud which surrounds the profession 
is the same whether one calls it social or political mud. 
And even the optimists who write in the reflected glory 
of highly polished tables do not seem very hopeful that 
propaganda waters will remove the stains this side of 
the millenium in the United Kingdom. One, in those 
circumstances, fails to gather what good can accrue from 
the formation of mutual admiration societies. The 
great B. P. may be an ass, but it is rather cute at nosing 
out dope in literary provender, and may say with Hamlet, 
M Somewhat too much of this,” when it comes across 
that systematised form of propaganda which the mutual 
admirationists had selected for its perennial consump¬ 
tion. 

“ Watchman.” 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 

Sir,—Will you be so kind as to allow me to announce 
that gentlemen wishing to join the above Association 
should send in their names to me, but should not enclose 
their subscription, which will be collected by the Hon. 
Treasurer, in due course. Applications for membership 
should be received not later than July 20th, in order 
that they may be put forward for election at the next 
Council meeting.—Yours faithfully, 

London Road, Trevor Spencer. 

Kettering. June 9. 


ROYAL ARMY VETERINARY CORPS 
COMFORTS FUND. 

The annual general meeting of the Royal Army Veteri¬ 
nary Corps Comforts Fund was held at the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, 10, Red Lion Square. W.C., 
on Wednesday afternoon June 4th 1919, Mr. Frank W. 
Garnett, C.B.E., President of the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons, occupying the chair. The following were 

E nt:—Mrs.Blenktnsnp (Hon. Secretary), Mrs. Martin 
. Treasurer), Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Cochrane, Mrs. 
ley, Mrs. Nichol, Mrs. Todd : Colonel Martin, 
Colonel Stordy, Mr. T. Salusbury Price, Mr. J. Willett 
and Mr. A. W. Mason. 


At the opening of the meeting, Mrs. Blenkinsop (Hon. 
Secretary) read tne following Annual Report:— 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen Before read¬ 
ing my very short report upon the work of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps Comforts Fund for the past 
year, I am asked to express the regret of several 
members of the Committee that they are unable, for 
various reasons, to be present to-day—Mrs. Thomson, 
Mrs. Garnett, Mrs Kay Lees, Mrs. Dunlop Smith, Mrs. 
Mosley, and Mrs. McKenzie. I’m afraid we have 
temporarilly lost, or shall I say “mislaid” Mrs. 
MacGowan, as two letters have been despatched to her 
without result. We shall hope to find her later! We 
will now get to the Report, as time is valuable to many 
who are present. 

The support the Fund has received during the past 
twelve months is extremely satisfactory, and we have to 
thank about 250 subscribers who sent their subscriptions 
to the Hon. Treasurer direct, and to nearly as many 
again who gave to the Fund in local collections. For 
these collections we are greatly indebted to Mr. W. S. 
King who made the start—Mr. J. Willett quickly 
followed and we benefitted by £4001 Other large 
cheques were received from Lt.-Col. Schofield, Northern 
Command; Lt.-Col. Brittlebank, Western Command; 
Colonel Anthony, Aldershot Command; Lt.-Col. Brown, 
The Depot, Woolwich; Lt.-Col. Stratton from the 
Scottish Command who has been a regular collector and 
contributor during the war. 

Colonel Rudd from the Eastern Command began a 
collection which has been most satisfactorily finished by 
his successor Colonel Stordy ; and Colonel Holmes in 
the Irish Command not only sent in a large cheque 
covering his collections, but he communicated with a 
staunch supporter, Mr. Ewing Johnston, who, aided by 
Mr. Brittain, organised the enormous ballot which result¬ 
ed in a cheque for £1000 being sent to the Fund. I 
must not speak further upon the subject of subscrip¬ 
tions as our Hon. Treasurer will shortly give us her 
financial statement. 

It was decided at the meeting held here on June 5th 
last year to discontinue the sending of clothing other 
than any woollen comforts which might be considered 
desirable, consequently only the following have been 
sent:—970 mufflers, 106 pairs of socks, 336 pairs of mit¬ 
tens, 68 pairs of-gloves, 52 helmets, 153 caps, 10 blankets, 
and 60 sweaters—some 1750 woollens in all, with about 
2000 handkerchiefs.. Various gifts of sheets, pillow¬ 
cases, etc. were sent, with games, books, etc., to tne two 
V.A.D. Hospitals associated with two of our Veterinary 
Hospitals. 

The bulk of the “comforts” took the form of all kinds 
of games, books, notepaper, and cigarettes. 

Messrs. W. H. Smith continued to forward papers 
and magazines weekly to Mesopotamia, Egypt, Salonika, 
France, Italy and. lately, Russia. These have cost about 
£400 which Bounds a large sum, but when one thinks of 
the help these have been to our men, enduring all weathers 
from tropical sun to arctic regions, it seems to have been 
very well spent indeed. In addition the Camps’ Library 
supplied us with 2000 books for which we paid the 
nominal sum of £1 per 100 books. 

The packing has been done almost entirely by Messrs. 
Gamage <fc Co., of Holborn, they sent out the comforts 
in bulk to Salonika, Mesopotamia, and Egypt to be dis¬ 
tributed as the Directors of Veterinary Service thought 
best. In France and Italy several large bales were sent 
to each of the twenty big hospitals, and one or two 
kages to each of the seventy-two Mobile Veterinary 
tions. One package and boxes of cigarettes went to 
every one of the eighteen Evacuating Stations, to the 
four Convalescent Horse Depots, and to the three Base 
Depots of Veterinary Stores. Later more packages 
were sent out to the thirteen Mobile Veterinary Sections 
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with the Army of Occupation. The total charge for all 
this packing, supplying of crates, bales, etc., and the 
carriage or postage is £41 lls. 2d. 

The comforts for Russia were packed by members of 
the Committee, and were sent free as the opportunity 
occurred. 

Before closing I would very much like to thank all 
the ladies of the Oommittee who have so kindly helped 
to make the Fund continue to be the success it was 
during the first four years of the war, and I would 
particularly like to express my gratitude to Mrs. 
Moore—-who originated the Fund—for the valuable 
knowledge and help she placed at my disposal. I also 
most heartily thank Lady M'Fadyean, Mrs. Cochrane, 
and Mrs. Hobday, who attended our Executive Com¬ 
mittee meeting with the regularity that only can make 
consecutive work possible, and Mrs. Mosely who took 
over the whole of the management of the wool and the 
making of the woollen garments, with the most satis¬ 
factory results, and lastly, I feel we owe a great deal to 
our Hon. Treasurer, Mrs Martin, who has undoubtedly 
had the most difficult part of the work to tackle, ana 
the efficient way in wnich she has done it most fully 
justifies our choice of Hon. Treasurer. 

Mrs. Martin (Hon. Treasurer) presented the following 
financial statement 

Receipts and Payments Account, 

1st June, 1918, to 28th May, 1919. 

Receipts. 

To Balance at Bank, 1st June, 1918 £129 14 11 

Subscriptions and Donations received 
during the year 2313 2 3 


£2442 17 2 

Payments. 

By Clothing, Wool and Materials £148 2 7 

Newspapers and Magazines, £398 10 0 
Games and Books 824 14 4 

- 1223 4 4 

Printing and Stationery 10 15 0 

Advertising 2 15 0 

Postage, Pack'g and Sundries 2 12 8 
Bank charges 17 G 

-17 0 2 


£1388 7 1 

Balance at Bank, 28th May, 1919 1054 10 1 


£2442 17 2 

We have audited the above Receipts and Payments 
account for the period ended 28th May, 1919, with the 
books and vouchers of the R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund 
and certify the same to be in accordance therewith. 

Callingham, Brown & Co., 

34 Nicholas Lane, Chartered Accountants, 

Lombard Street, E.C., 4. Hon Auditors. 

28th May , 1919. 

Mr. Willett said he thought the fund had been most 
admirably administered during the past year. Admini¬ 
stration expenses were extraordinarily low, and he was 
sure that all the subscribers would be very gratified to 
know that the money had been so excellently spent. 

Mrs. Blenkinsop mentioned that she had received 
the following suggestions for the disposal of the balance 
in the hands of the fund 

(i) That it should be spent on the Army of Occupa¬ 
tion. 

• tii) That a fixed sum should be set on one side for 
comforts for the Army in Russia, and that the remain¬ 
der should be given to the R.A.V.C. Benevolent Fund. 

• (iii) That the whole of the balance should be given 
to the B.A.V.C. Benevolent Fund. 


Col. Martin briefly brought to the notice of the 
meeting the claims of the R.A.V.C. Benevolent Fund, 
which he pointed out was commenced nearly twelve 
years ago with the object firstly of relieving distress 
amoDgst any of the Warrant Officers, N.C.Os, and men 
of the R.A.V.C. and their families; secondly to assist 
them in obtaining employment, or in any other way when 
they left the Army ; and thirdly for the support of clubs, 
orphanages, institutions or any other societies having 
for their object the welfare of soldiers and their families. 
The funds were vested in four trustees, two of whom 
were retired officers of the R.A.V.C. and two members 
of the firm of Messrs. Holt, the fund’s bankers, while 
the management was carried on by a central committee 
composed of administrative officers of the Aldershot 
Command, the Eastern Command and the London Dis¬ 
trict, one officer from the War Office, and a representa¬ 
tive from the N.C.Os. and men from the R.A.V.C. 
D6pot. That committee was assisted by several sub¬ 
committees at all the hospitals and anywhere else where 
any number of R.A.V.C. personnel existed, whose duty 
it was to investigate cases brought before them. The 
objects were entirely for the benefit of the N.C.Os. and 
men of the R. A.V.C., the very people for whom the com¬ 
forts fund was started; and he suggested there could 
be no better way of benefiting those people than that the 
surplus of the Comforts fund should be handed over for 
carrying on the good work of the Benevolent Fund. 

The Chairman said that, as Chairman of the Comforts 
fund from its very beginning, he thought the suggestions 
that had been made for the disposal of the balance were 
altogether premature. Peace had not yet been signed ; 
there was an Army of Occupation in Germany, and our 
forces were also in Russia, Mesopotamia, India, Egypt 
and other parts, consisting partly of men who required 
comforts for which the subscriptions had been solicited, 
and until all those demands had been fully discharged, 
he objected to the closing of the fund or of the handing 
over of the balance of the fund to any other organisa¬ 
tion. To suggest such a thing was contary to his ideas 
of right and justice. In his opinion the fund should be 
continued for another year, and if at the end of twelve 
months peace reigned in every part of the world, the 
subscribers could then with a clear conscience hand the 
balance over to the R.A.V.C. Benevolent Fund. Even 
then, he thought, injustice to the subscribers they ought 
to know the state of the Benevolent Fund ; nothing had 
been said as to whether that fund required a penny. 
Personally, he had every reason to believe from what he 
hand heard that the Benevolent Fund had met its 
obligations fully and completely in the past: but if 
there was reason to think that it might want more 
money in the future, when once the Comforts fund had 
fulfilled its obligations, he would be only too pleased to 
agree to hand the balance over to the safe keeping of the 
Benevolent Fund, because he knew it would be properly 
and thoroughly administered. 

Mrs. Moore said she was sure that everybody fully 
sympathised with the remarks made by the Chairman, 
but as the present was the Annual Meeting, nothing 
further could be done for a year unless the matter was 
brought up at the present meeting, and it was thought 
desirable to raise tne question in view of the possibiuty 
of peace being signed at an early date. Nobody had 
any wish to get rid of the obligation to the men on 
active service, and the question had only been raised to 
ease matters with regard to the settlement of the busi¬ 
ness part of the fund in future. The Benevolent Fund 
and tne Comforts Fund were worked on similar lines, 
and if the Benevolent Fund found they wanted more 
money it would be easy for them to make an application 
to the Comforts Fund in case of special need. But at 
present there was no real urgency to hand the money 
over to the Benevolent Fund. 
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Mr. Willett supported the President’s view that it 
premature to deal with the matter at the present time, 
although he thought the ultimate residue should be 
handed over to the Royal Army Veterinary Corps Bene¬ 
volent Fund. 

Mrs. Blenkinsop said the matter had been raised in 
view of a memorandum which had been received from 
the Charity Commission dealing with the demobilisation 
of war charities registered under the War Charities Act, 
1916, in which the statement was made : “ The Commit¬ 
tee consider that every war charity which, in consequence 
of the cessation of hostilities is unable any longer to 
apply its funds for the precise objects entered in its 
register sheet, should apply to the Charity Commission¬ 
ers for authority to deal with such funds.” 

The Chairman ruled that that statement did not 
apply to the Comforts Fund, because it was still able 
to apply its funds to the precise object for which it was 
formed. 

Mrs. Blenkinsop said that there was a concensus of 
opinion that the men did not now require so many 
comforts as they did before; they were very much 
better off. 

The Chairman enquired whether the R.A.V.C. 
Benevolent Fund required the money. 

Colonel Martin replied that he believed the Bene¬ 
volent Fund was very well off, but it was a permanent 
fund, as compared with the Comforts Fund which was 
a temporary fund. 

The Chairman thought that it would be desirable to 
defer any final decision with regard to the handing over 
of the accumulated funds for tne next twelve months, 
and that the matter should be decided at the next 
Annual Meeting or at a special meeting called for the 
purpose. 

After further discussion it was unanimously resolved, 
on the motion of Colonel Stordy seconded by Mr. Willett, 
that the question of the disposal of the balance should 
be deferred until such time as the Comforts Fund was 
no longer required. 

The Annual Report and statement of accountshaving 
been unanimously adopted, 

The Chairman, in moving a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mrs. Blenkinsop, Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Moore and the other 
ladies who had worked in such a splendid manner on 
behalf of the fund, said their record was a magnificent 
one and deserved the highest commendation of all the 
members of the profession. He was sure that he was 
voicing the sentiments of everyone when he said they 
were deeply grateful to the ladies for the services they 
had rendered. 

The resolution was carried by acclamation. 

Mrs. Moore, in moving a resolution of thanks to Mr. 
'Garnett and the civilian members of the profession for 
the help and assistance they had rendered to the fund, 
said that although it was not, perhaps, an up-to-date 
opinion, there was no doubt that the ladies who had 
worked in making the comforts fund such a great success 
coaid not have done anything without the help of the 
men. If the men had not given the sinews of war the 
comforts would not have been forthcoming, and she 
hoped that the civilian members of the profession who 
had so heartily responded to the appeals that had been 
made would accept the grateful thanks of the Committee 
for their generosity. 

Mrs. Blenkinsop seconded the motion, which was 
carried by acclamation, the President subsequently 
briefly acknowledging the compliment. 

The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to 
the Uon. Auditors, Messrs Callingham and Brown & 
Coy., Chartered Accountants. 


Parasite Mange (?) Fine 21s. 

At Aldershot Police Court on Thursday. June 5th, 
Thomas Hollo wav, horsekeeper to Mr. W. J. North, was 
summoned fpr a breach of tne Parasitic Mange Order. 

Mr. Norman Clinton defended, and pleaded not guilty. 

Police-Sergeant Coole said that on the 6th May be 
inspected Mr. North’s stables in Sebastopol Road. 
Defendant, the horsekeeper, was there. He inspected 
seven horses there, and saw a bay gelding and a Drown 
pony. The gelding was in a very baa state, covered 
with bare patches where the hair bad fallen off, and the 
hair was off the pony’s neck and shoulder, but it was 
not in such a bad state as the gelding. In his opinion 
they weJe both suffering from mange. He asked de¬ 
fendant if he was responsible for the cleanliness of the 
horses, and he replied that he was. He stated that he 
had not called in a veterinary surgeon, and added, “ The 
bay horse breaks out like that twice every year. It has 
been like it now for about three weeks. It’s the same 
horse Mr. Marshall saw about two years ago, and he 
told us then it was eczema, and I have been treating it 
for that now.” Both horses had been treated with a 
greasy preparation. Witness told him to isolate the 
animalB, and reported the facts. 

In cross-examination, the witness said that parrsitic 
mange was contagious. He examined 20 horses in the 
stables, and found nothing wrong with 18 of them. He 
was not prepared to swear the two horses were not 
suffering from eczema. He had seen the pony that 
morning, and it appeared to be all right. It was not a 
bad case when he saw it. He subsequently saw Mr. 
North, who corroborated the statements made by the 
defendant. 

Mr. C. Marshall, m.r.c.v.8., said that on the 7th Mi^y 
he examined the gelding, and found it suffering from 
parasitic mange. He also saw the pony, and found it 
Blightly affected on the wither with parasitic mange, 
probably only a few days. 

In cross-examination, the witness said he was pre¬ 
pared to swear the gelding was not suffering from 
eczema. It had been bad two or three weeks. If it was 
in a stall by itself, but not in contact with others, he 
would not expect to find any of the others infected. 

Mr. Clinton said the defence was that this was not 
rasitic mange, and pointed out that if the disease had 
en so bad as alleged it was natural to assume that one 
or two others would be affected. He said that the pony 
had not been treated since the sergeant’s visit, and was 
in the police yard open for the inspection of the 
magistrates. 

Defendant gave evidence that the bay gelding had 
broken out with eczema twice a year for tne last four 
years, and he treated it by rubbing blue ointment on: 
He had done nothing to the pony since May 6th except 
groom it. 

Mr. J. R. Carter, m.r.c.v.8., of Aldershot, said he was 
in Mr. North’s stables two or three times a week. He 
knew the bay gelding well, and had frequently seen it, 
but Baw no signs of parasitic mange. It was suffering 
from eczema. On the 8th ana 26th May he took 
scrapings and made a microscopic examination, and 
found no signs of parasitic mange. He applied the same 
test to the pony, with the same result. 

Replying to the magistrates, the witness said there 
would not oe a germ under every scale, and it might be 
possible for one man to take a scraping and find a germ 
and another man to take a scraping and find no germs 

Mr. J. A. Cunningham, m R.c.v.s., Guildford and 
veterinary inspector for the Borough of Guildford, said 
he inspected tne two animals on the 15th May. He took 
two scrapings from the pony, and on microscopic ex¬ 
amination found no parasite. 
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Because you find one parasite does it follow the horse 
is suffering from parasitic mange 1—I should say a stray 
parasite does not constitute the disease. 

He examined the bay on the same date, and came to 
the conclusion it was suffering from some form of 
eczema. 

In cross-examination witness said he would not con¬ 
demn a horse on the evidence of one parasite. He had 
frequently come across eczema, which was comparatively 
common, and it is comparatively common for a horse to 
break out with eczema once or twice a year. 

Replying to the Chairman, he said that from the 
appearance of the skin, if it had been parasitic mange, 
it would have required treatment for three months. 
Blue ointment was used for eczema and parasitic mange. 

The magistrates convicted and imposed a fine of 21s, 
the Chairman saying they must accept the positive 
evidence that one germ was found .—Aldershot News. 

The Control of Contagious Abortion. 

The Board of Agriculture, as at present advised, thinks 
that a material reduction in the prevalence of abortion 
in cattle by means of administrative Orders is only to 
be looked for if such Orders include provisions for 
enforcing restrictions on the movement of every cow 
found on infected premises at the time of each outbreak 
for a long period thereafter, together with the com¬ 
pulsory slaughter of every cow which had aborted. 
Moreover, such drastic measures, even if practicable, 
could not be relied on with certainty to secure the 
eradication of abortion. 

These conclusions are based on the following facts, 
which have been brought out by the study of the 
disease 

(a) The most important factor in the spread of abortion 
is the pregnant cow on infected premises which gives 
no indication of infection ; the movement of every 
such animal would have to be controlled. 

(A) Many infected gows do not abort, but may never¬ 
theless be infective to others, so that the visible act 
of abortion cannot be made the standard for control, 
and owners would not be in a position to report such 
infective cows, as they could not identify them. 

(r) A oow infected by natural infection is a potential 
carrier of infection for so long a period that the 
necessary restrictions on movement would place in¬ 
supportable burdens on owners. 

With this information before them, the Board are of 
opinion that the best interests of farmers and breeders 
would be served by an educational policy advocating 
general hygienic measures which may be taken by owners 
themselves for the prevention and control of abortion, 
and also by action designed to minimise the losses in 
badly affected herds by means of the artificial immunisa¬ 
tion of animals against the disease before pregnancy. 
With this purpose in view, the Board are prepared to 
continue the issue of the vaccine prepared at their 
laboratory at New Haw, Weybridge, which is already 
being used widely by owners having infected herds, and 
to supply advice to the owners of infected herds suitable 
to the special circumstances of each case. 

The Board are aware of the general feeling in favour 
of an Order prohibiting the exposure in a public market 
of at least animals which have recently aborted. Such 
an Order could not however, be made effective in view 
of the difficulty indicated above of diagnosis of the 
disease in many of such animals in the markets. 


OBITUARY. 

Colonel R. Poybkr, d.s.o., f.ilo.v.s., late r.a.v.c. 

Graduated, Lond : April, 1864. 
At Charlton, Kent, on 4th June,, Aged 77. 


BIRTHDAY HONOURS. 

The King has been pleased, on the occasion of His 
Majesty's Birthday, to give orders for the following 
appointments to the Most Honourable Order of the 
Bath, for services rendered in connexion with the war. 
(June 3):— 

C.B. 

Maj.-Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, D.s.o. 

Order op St. Michael and St. George. 

K.C.M.G. 

* * * * 

Col. and Hon.My.-Gen. (T.Brig.-Gen.) John Moore, c.b , 
C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S. 

Order op the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased, on the occasion of His 
Majesty’s birthday, to give orders for the following pro¬ 
motions in, and appointments to, the Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire for valuable services ren¬ 
dered in connexion with military operations in France:— 

C.B.E. (Military Division). 

Cranford, R. L., Lt.-Col. (A/Col.) f.rc.v.s Hunt, F. 
W., Lt.-Col. and Bt.-Col. (T.Col.) c.m.g. Newsom, A. 
C., Col. c.m.g. Pallin, W. A., Maj. (T.Col.) D.s.o. Perry, 
E. M., Mai. (T.Lt.-Col.) f.r.c.v.s., t.f. Rudd. T. W., 
Lt.-Col. (T.Col.) Tatam, W. J., Lt.-Col. (A/Col.) c.m.g. 
Wadley, E. J., My. and Bt. Lt. Col. (A/Lt.-Col.) d.s.o. 

O.B.E (Military Division). 

Anderson, R. G., Maj. t.f. Anderson, T. A. I., T.Capt. 
Bowhay, A. B., Capt. (A/Maj.) Campbell, D., T.Capt. 
Clay, F. S., T.Capt. Coombs, F. M., T.Capt. Craig, T., 
Capt. t.f. EdwardB, J. A., T.Capt. Fisher, O. S.,Maj. 
(A/Lt.-Col.) Foster. A. N., Capt. (T.Maj.) t.f. Franklin, 
E.,Maj. t.f. Gamble, H., Maj.(A/Lt.-Col.) t.f. Harper, 
R. T., T.Maj. Hearne, E., Capt. (A/Maj.) Hibbard,T., 
Mai. t.d., t.f. Jones, J. L. C., Capt. (T.Maj.) t.f. Jones, 
J. H., Capt.T.F. Keppel,J. J. G., Capt. s.r. Knott, G. P., 
My.(A/Lt.-Col.) Lord, H. H., Capt. t.f. Machonachie, 
T.Capt. 0 . 0 ., M.c. MacDonald, D., Maj. McDougall, 
W. A., Maj. (T. Lt-Col.) d.s.o., (r. of o.) MacKenzie, A. 
Capt. t.f. Marriott, 0 . W., Capt. (A/Maj.) Metivier, 
H. V. M., T.Capt. Miller, J. C., T.Capt. O’Kelly, J.W., 
Capt. (A/Maj.) Plunkett, J. F., Capt. Rees-Mogg, G. 
B. C., Capt. (T.Maj.) attd. 1st Life Guards. Rockett, 
H. C., T.Capt. Wright, J. H., Capt. (A/Maj.) t.f. Yates, 
J. H., T.Capt. Dunault, J. R. J., Capt. c.a.v.c. Preston, 
M. J., Capt. c.a.v.c. Tamblyn, D. S, T.Lt.-Col. d.s.o., 
c.a.v.c. Torvill, W. F, Capt. c.a.v.c. James, E. 8., 
Maj. a.a.v.c. Macindoe, R. H. F., Maj. a.a v.o. Edgar, 
P. M.. Maj. n.z.v.o. Reid, H. A., Maj.(T.Lt. Col.) N.z.v.c, 

For Services in Italy. 

Carroll, P. A., T.Capt. Hilliard, J. J., Capt (A Maj.) 
For Services in E. Africa. 

Hornby, H. E., Capt. s.a.v.c. 

For Sevvices in Mesopotamia. 

C.B.E. (Military Division). 

Wood, W. A., Maj. and Bt. Lt-Col. (T.Col.) 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

Lawrence, C. J. R., Capt. NicholL E. Me M., Capt. 
(T.Maj.) Reynolds, E. B., T.Capt. (T.Maj.) 

M.B.E. 

Sutton, T. J., T.Qrtmr. and Lt. 

Home Services. 

C.B.E. (Military Division). 

Martin, E. E.. Lt-Col. (T.Col.) c.m.g., f.r.c.va 
Stordy, R. J., T.Maj. (A/Col.) d.b.o. 
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O.B.E. (Military Division). 

Fowler, Q. C. O., Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. Gregg, J., 
T.Hon. Capt. Heatley, T. G., T.Capt. (A/Mai.) Logan, 
W., Maj. Schofield, W. E., Maj. <T.Lt.-Col.) 

M.B.E. (Military Division). 

Barber, G. H., T.Capt. Bowhill, T.. T.Capt. f.r.c.v.s. 
Morgan, P. S., Capt. (A/Maj.)T.F. Parker, T. M., T.Capt. 
Scott, E. E., T.Hon. Lt. Young, C., T.Hon. Lt. 

For Sei'vices in the Balkans . 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

Hopkin, F., Capt. (A/Maj.) t.f. MacQueen, L. H.* 
T.Capt. Penhale, R. H., Capt. Peatt, E. S. W., Capt- 
Thrale, P. R. A. Capt (A/Maj.) t.f. 

For Services m Egypt. 

O.B.E. (Military Division). 

Fail, F., Maj. (T.Lt.-Col). Gordon, A de R., T.Capt. 
(A/Lt.-Col). D.s.o. McIntyre, P., Capt. (T.Mai.) t.f. 
Mason, F. E., Maj. b.v.d., Rabagliati, D. S., T.Capt. 
Williams, H.B., Capt. s.r. 

War Office, June 3 
The King has been pleased, on the occasion of his 
Majesty’s Birthday, to approve of the following rewards 
for distinguished service in connexion with Military 
Operations in France and Flanders (June 3) : — 

To be Brevet Lt.-Colonrl. 

Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) J. A. B. McGowan. Maj. (A/Lt.- 
Col.) C. E. Steel. 

To be Brevet Major. 

Capt. (A/Maj.) T. Bagshaw, t.f. Capt. (T.Maj.) A. A. 
Pryer, d.s.o. Capt. (T.Maj.) W. N. Rowston. 

The Military Cross. 

T.Capt. W. Adamson, attd. 4th D.A.C., R.F.A. 
T.Capt. T. Gordon. Capt. E. J. Laine, 1 '1 W. Lancs. 
Mob. Yet. Sec., t.f. 

Home Sendees. 

To be Brevet Major. 

T.Capt. W. Denington. Capt. A. G. Saunders, t.f. 
For Sendees in the Balkans. 

To be Major. 

T.Qrtmr. & Capt. C. M. Taylor. 

For Sendees in Egypt 

To be Brevet Lt.-Colonel. 
M%j.(T.Lt.-Col. E. P. Argyle, d.s.o. 

To be Brevet Major. 

Capt. (T.Maj.) M. P. Walsh. 

The following Despatch has been received by the 
Secretary of State for War 

General Headquarters, 

British Salonika Force, 

Constantinople. 
9th March, 1919. 

Sir,—I have the honour to submit herewith a list of 
names of the Officers whom I desire to bring to your 
notice for their distinguished and gallant services during 
the period from 1st October, 1918, to the 1st March, 
1919. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

G. F. Milne, Lieut-General, 
Commanding-in-Chief, British Salonika Force. 
* * * * * 

Glass, T.Capt. (A/Mai.) J. N. (Staff). Brear, T.Capt. 
N. Hopkin, Capt. (A/Maj.) F. t.f. MacQueen, T.Capt. 
L. H. Mullany, Capt. J. (t.f.) Northcott, T.Capt. C. S. 


Peatt, Capt. E. S. W. Penhale, Capt. R. H. (t.f.) 
Taylor, Qrmr. and T.Capt. C. M. Thrale, Capt. (A/Maj.) 
P. R. A., (T.F.) 

The following despatch has been received by the 
Secretary of State for War 

General Headquarters, Italy 18th January, 1919, 

Sir,—I have the honour to submit a list of names of 
those Officers, Ladies, Non-commissioned Officers and 
Men serving, or who have served, under my Command 
during the period 15th September, 1918, to 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 1918, whose distinguished and gallant services and 
devotion to duty I consider deserving of reward. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Cavan, 

General, Commander-in-Chief, The British 
Forces in Italy. 

* * # * * 

Hilliard, Capt. (A/Maj.) J. J. (Staff). 


Cruelty Charge at Coalville—Dismissed* 

Daniel Sitdown (53), fruiterer, Coalville, was sum¬ 
moned for cruelty to a horse at Coalville, on April 29th, 
and also for illegally working a horse sent for slaughter, 
on May 1st. 

Mr. J. F. Jesson (Ashby) appeared for defendant, who* 
pleaded not guilty in both cases. 

P.C. Robertson said he saw two boys working the 
horse with a chain harrow in defendant’s field. It was 
lame in both fore legs, and in poor condition. It seemed 
very distressed and the boys used a stick to urge it on. 
Witness saw defendant, and he said be knew the horse 
was working. He said he had the horse a few days ago 
from Mr. Josiah Kemp, who told him it could work a bit 
on the land, though he (defendant) intended to kill it. 
The horse appeared to be a very aged animal—25 years 
at least. 

By Mr. Jesson : His evidence related to April 29th. 
He did not see it working on May 1st. He had no 
veterinary knowledge, but had worked among horses in 
the Royal Artillery, and knew that the horse must have 
been in pain. 

Albert Smith, R.S.P.C.A. Inspector, of Leicester, said 
the animal was very old, and in a worn-out condition. 
It was lame in both fore feet, which were deformed, and 
was totally unfit for work. He saw defendant, who said 
he did not think it would hurt the horse to do a bit of 
work on the land. Witness told him he had seen Mr. 
Kemp, who said he sold the horse to him for slaughter. 

Answering the clerk, witness said he did not see the 
horse working on May 1st. It was the 29th of April 
when the horse was worked, and witness visited the 
premises on May 1st, and the animal had not then been 
slaughtered. 

The clerk said the summons stated the horse was 
worked on May 1st 

Witness asked for the summons to be amended to 
April 29th in respect of the second charge. The Bench, 
however, dismissed the second charge. 

In reply to Mr. Jesson, the inspector said an animal 
in that condition could not be worked without pain. 

Josiah Kemp, grocer, Coalville said he sold the ani¬ 
mal, an aged gelding, to the defendant, as he did not 
wish to work it any longer on the road. The horse was 
about 24 years old. 

By Mr. Jesson : He told Sitdown he-did not think it 
would hurt the horse to do a little harrowing, but if he 
(defendant) worked it, it would be at his own risk. 

Defendant said the horse was only working for about 
one hour and half with a small harrow. He did not 
notice it was lame, and was not aware it was in pain.' 
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Wm. E. Little. veterinary surgeon, locum tenens for 
Mr. H. E. Powell, Coalville, said he was called by Mr. 
Sitdown to see the horse the day it was worked. The 
animal, though having deformed feet was not in pain, 
and galloped round the field while witness was there. 

The Bench dismissed the case, and on the application 
of the Inspector, they remitted the Society’s costs— 
Coalinlle Times. 


Adulterated Foodstuffs. 

The following notes are from tlje half-yearly report of 
Dr. J. F. Tocher, Analyst to the Highland and Agricul¬ 
tural Society, recently submitted to the directors. 

“A sample which was labelled ‘meat meal’ was 
analysed and was found to be really a sample of fish 
guano, wholly unsuitable for feeding purposes on account 
of the high proportion of oil present, and also on account 
of its ‘ high ’ character. The proportion of oil present 
was 13 per cent., while the albuminoids amounted to 38 
per cent. The member wished to know whether the 
article was suitable for feeding poultry and pigs. It was 
reported to be wholly unsuitable for this purpose, but of 
value as a fertiliser, containing as it did 6 per cent of 
nitrogen and 7 per cent, of phosphates. 

A sample labelled ‘flour sweepings ’ was quite evident¬ 
ly flour which had been rejected for human use on 
account of its lumpy condition and the proportion of 
moisture it contained. It was otherwise quite sound 
with an excess of only 5 per cent of moisture over the 
amount generally present in flour for bread making. 
Compared with the market price of home flour it was 
found the flour sweepings cost £2 IGs per ton more than 
the flour used for baking purposes. This shows the 
effect of control in the price for human consumption 
and of the absence of control should the article be of 
agricultural value and just fail to reach the standard 
required for human use. 

Poisons. 

Several samples of internal organs of animals were 
sent in for examination for poisons. A very valuable 
sheep-dog was found to have been poisonea by crude 
carbolic acid 

A sample of cattle salts was found to consist of about 
9o per cent, potassium nitrate and 10 per cent, sulphate 
magnesia. These salts were administered to a cow in 
the Belief that the dose was Epsom salts, the cow died 


after a very brief illness—evidently due to the excessive 
amount of nitre administered. 

Grass Sickness in Horses. 

The stomach of a horse was sent in for examination 
by a member of the Society just beyond the Border. 
No trace of any vegetable or mineral poison was found 
in the stomach, the villous portion of which was found 
to be in a very inflamed condition. The post-mortem 
appearance generally corresponded closely to the 
appearance exhibited in post-mortem examinations of 
horses which had died of the disease now popularly 
known as ‘grass sickness.’ On enquiry it was ascertain¬ 
ed that over twenty horses in the neighbourhood had 
died from similar causes. This scourge has for the past 
few years occurred during the months of May and June of 
each year in certain parts of Forfarshire and Perthshire. 
The Directors of the Society, recognising the seriousness 
j of the outbreak and loss to farmers, arranged some time 
ago to conduct an investigation into the cause of this 
I scourge. During this season two horses have already 
succumbed. The symptoms, environmental conditions, 
and post-mortem appearance of every case are being 
thoroughly investigated by a body of experts under the 
direction of the Society, with the objects of ascertain¬ 
ing the cause and of checking and, if possible, stamping 
out this disease.”— North British Agriculturist. 


Milk Producers and Ministry of Health. 

At the meeeting of the Council of the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association held at 28 Russell Square, London, 
W.C., on Wednesday, 4th June, Lord Bledisloe, k.b.i., 
President, in the Chair 

A resolution moved by Lord Strachie and seconded 
by Sir Sydney J. Pocock, and with a slight amendment 
by Lord Bledisloe supported by Mr. James Sadler, was 
| unanimously carried and ordered to be sent to Dr. 
Addison as follows :— 

“That with a view to assisting the Minister of Health 
in securing for the Public a pure and sufficient supply 
of milk and other dairy products under the provisions of 
the Milk and Dairies (Consolidated) Act, 1915, the 
Minister be requested to appoint a Milk Producers’ 
Consultative Committee to advise him in relation to 
such matters.” 

The next meeting of the Council was fixed to be held 
on Wednesday, July 2nd. 
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Poultry and Rabbit Practice. 

One ean hardly yet guess how mueh of the great 
popular increase in breeding and rearing of poultry 
and rabbits is likely to last. Much of it will pro¬ 
bably continue for some years at least: and perhaps, 
like other economic changes arising in the recent 
years, it may become to a large degree permanent. 
Poultry and rabbits are among the native economic 
resources which had been long neglected and were 
forced into notice by war conditions. That com¬ 
pulsion has passed ; but it may have left a general 
recognition that such industries ought never to have 
been negleoted and ought now to be maintained. If 
a considerable section of the nation learns that lesson 
we shall retain a minor line of veterinary work. 

Until quite recently, most practitioners were 
seldom, if ever, asked to treat poultry and rabbits, 
but latterly it has become a much more frequent 
occurrence. Minor branches of our work though 
both these undoubtedly are, they are likely to be 
profitable side lines to many of us ; and we are 
oertainly the proper men to take them up. No 
training affords so solid a ground from which to 
commence their further study as the veterinary. It 
must, however, be remembered that such detailed 
study is not merely advisable but absolutely essen¬ 
tial for most of us, if we are to become experts in 
the diseases of these comparatively new patients. 

Text-books and the school curricula do not help 
us very muoh with either patient; as their instruc¬ 
tion, though good as regards a few specially im¬ 
portant diseases, goes little beyond those. Much 
remains with regard to both patients which can 
best be learned by practice and the intercommunica¬ 
tion of clinicians. The task before us is not unlike 
the one when the profession generally first seriously 
took up the treatment of dogs and cats. Most 
practitioners in those days, knew far too little of the 
the diseases of both animals, especially the latter; 
but the deficiencies were soon made good. What 
we did with dogs and oats we can do again, as some 
already have done, with poultry and rabbits. If we 
study them, they are likely to remain a distinct 
addition to veterinary resources in many districts ; 
but they demand some study. 


POLITICS, PROPAGANDA, AND 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATION. 

The interesting remarks of Mr. H. C. Wilkie are 
deserving of more than passing attention by the 
rank and file of the profession. It has always 
appeared to me that those gentlemen who so often 
bewail the lack of our social status rarely, if ever, 
contribute anything of a scientific nature for the 
advancement of the profession, or offer any sugges¬ 
tions of a progressive character which, if acted upon, 
would tend to lift us out of that slough of despond 
and state of social negation in which they affirm 
we have been engulfed from time immemorial. It 
is of no use to grumble over our supposed lack of 
social advantage and at the same time do nothing, 
or attempt nothing to alter the situation. I think 
we may safely allow “ Watchman ” to stew in his 
own literary juice, and neither begrudge him his 
shroud of anonymity, ndr trouble about his mud 
baths. 

To me the greatest need of the veterinary pro¬ 
fession in this country to-day is scientific organisa¬ 
tion. There is a great levelling force acting on all 
the professions at the present time; and in the 
coming decades, mental equipment and scientific 
achievement will be the potent factors in advance¬ 
ment. In the State of the future men will not stop 
to enquire whether a man’s father was a lawyer, a 
parson, or one of the old landed gentry ; they will 
be more eager to discover his ability or utility as a 
citizen. 

We, as veterinary surgeons, have no central 
standing organisation to initiate or carry through 
any matter of importance, either in the field of 
original inquiry, in practical politios, or propaganda 
work. Take the case of “ Navel Ill,” the subjeot 
embraces some of the most important problems in 
hippo-pathology, and yet we leave it to some Scotch 
farmers to form a committee to investigate the dis¬ 
ease. 

A National Association having a whole-time 
secretary is one of the requirements of the day. The 
present National is a mere passive institution; it 
possesses no drive, and plays a small part in national 
work. It gives no lead and has no voice. Far 
from this, it should be, so to speak, the organising 
brain of the profession, and the secretary, devoting 
his whole time to the work, would keep in touch 
with the different branches and thus carry through 
matters of national and local interest with the 
necessary weight. 

It (the National) should also associate itself with 
the organisation of centres for clinical research, 
preferably in connection with the existing Colleges. 
Here practitioners could have reports on pathologi- 
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cal material supplied, bacteriological examinations 
carried out, autogenous vaccines prepared, and 
*other work done such as agglutination tests, etc. 
Much pathological material at present running to 
waste would thus become available for teaching 
purposes. An association of this kind would natur¬ 
ally have its official journal, and other fields might 
be enumerated in which improvement or expansion 
might take place, but enough has been said to 
indicate the lines along which I think advance 
should be made. Much money would be required, 
and perhaps too few veterinary surgeons would lend 
support to render the suggestions practicable, but 
there should be a return for the outlay in increased 
efficiency and earning power of the individual 
practitioner, enlargement of professional outlook, a 
fuller recording of clinical experience, and less 
provincialism ; while post-graduate teaching facil¬ 
ities would be greatly added to. 

If the nineteenth century belonged to the town 
veterinary surgeons, the twentieth will belong more 
largely to those in the country, and it behoves the 
latter to organise themselves and do some share of 
scientific work in the future. Specialisation and 
again divisions in specialisations in scientific en¬ 
quiry is the tendency manifest to day. Diseases 
are investigated by bodies of men among whom 
there is team work, and collective enquiry. The bio¬ 
chemist, the bacteriologist, the morbid anatomist, 
and clinician must assist each other in working out 
the natural history of diseases, either in man or 
animals, for even many so-called simple maladies 
can no longer be investigated by individual workers, 
so complex are the problems presented in many 
instances. 

Whether British Veterinary Soience will see its 
way in the immediate future to develop and main¬ 
tain some sort of central and powerful organisation 
to assist in its evolution remains to be seen. The 
outlook is not so dark as the pessimists would have 
us think. The horse dealing influence and the 
forge are passing away—not the least of the benefits 
conferred upon the profession by that great time 
saver the motor. To-day there is more leisure and 
more work done. The latter is better performed, 
and becomes more pleasant, and the animal owner 
is better satisfied. Recognising as never before the 
limitations of medicine so far as the giving of drugs 
is concerned, he is quick to appreciate the benefits 
of management and good advice. 

Provincial veterinary medicine has been almost 
revolutionised in the last ten years, and its votaries 
will always be in a different position from those 
practising human medicine and surgery in similar 
areas. Patients of the latter may quickly obtain 
the assistance of specialists from afar, or be them¬ 
selves transported to operating centres; while the 
veterinary surgeon practising in almost any district 
may find himself in charge of an animal worth 
hundreds or possibly thousands of pounds, and no 
specialists available to share his responsibilities. No 
longer do we find pedigree stock in a few centres 
only ; small Btuds and herds containing stock of 
great value are springing up all over the country. 
The veterinary surgeon, therefore, more than the 


medical man, will in future require as a part of his 
equipment a oentre where any necessary patholo¬ 
gical investigations may be carried out, and for this 
be should be prepared to pay to some extent, and 
not, as now, rely for help on the good nature of 
already over-worked professors. 

A progressive spirit is neoessary to meet the 
changing times, and more inter-communication 
between the members of the profession in different 
countries should be welcomed. An international 
fellowship in veterinary medicine may be in the 
future no idle dream, for has it not already material¬ 
ised in the medical world ? 

F. T. Harvey. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Poisoning by Mercurialis Plants. 

J. A. Hoffmann, in the Berliner Tierarztliche 
Wochenschrift of 1918, gave an account of Mercuri¬ 
alis poisoning. After summarising the existing 
knowledge of the subject, both as regards naturally 
occurring cases and experimental ones, be described 
eight cases which occurred about the end of 1917 
and the begining of 19 18 . These were in horses 
which had eaten hay containing great quantities 
of Mercurialis annua. 

The symptoms consisted in grave depression of 
the sensorium, yellow or brownish-red tint of the 
conjunctiva, refusal of food and drink, suppression 
of the intestinal function, uneasiness, difficult elim¬ 
ination of a small amount of thick brownish-red 
urine, sensitiveness to pressure of the renal region, 
rigidity of the hind quarters, augmentation of the 
frequence of the respirations (up to 20 per minute), 
and of the pulse (up to 90 per minute), and aug¬ 
mentation of the temperature up to 103.1° F. 

The therapy recommended is aloes (30 grammes) 
and arecoline (0.05 gramme), with Priessnitz pack¬ 
ings to the abdomen and warm poultices to the 
renal region. If the heart is weak, the administra¬ 
tion of digitalis is advised. 

In five horses the symptoms were slight, and 
disappeared after three days; all these animals 
resumed their accustomed work after eight days 
more, Two other horses, in which the poisoning 
was grave, only recovered after two and three weeks 
respectively. The eighth horse died in twenty-four 
hours with symptoms of acute colic, and presented 
post-mortem lesions of pronounced gastro-enteritis, 
acute haemorrhagic nephritis, and torsion of the 
colon. 

Mercurialis preserves its toxioity even when it 
has dried. There are animals which show a strange 
individual predisposition to the toxic action of 
Mercurialis , and exhibit symptoms of intoxication 
after ingesting an insignificant quantity of it. 
Others are much more resistant to the poison. 

According to Schulz, the toxic principal is mer - 
curialin , which aots upon the muscles ana upon the 
nerves of the intestine and the bladder, and also 
upon the heart. The red tint whioh the urine 
assumes in oonsequenoe of the ingestion of Mer- 
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curialis is due, in all probability, to an indigo-red 
pigment contained in toe plant. In all oases of 
Afercurialts poisoning, the prognosis should be 
guarded. — (La Clinica Veterinaria). 

(Mercurialis annua is found in England, though 
it is not so generally common in the country as 
dog’s mercury [M. perennis] — Transl. 


Anthelminthios in the Horse, 

Stall, Wilson, and Wigdor published an article 
upon this subject in last year’s Journal of the 
American Veterinary Association. The intestinal 
solerostomes or strongyles of the horse are difficult 
to expel; and the authors have experimented with 
various drugs, including sulphate of iron and tartar 
emetic, turpentine, and oil of chenopodium, for this 
purpose. They conclude that sulphate of iron and 
tartar emetic are inefficacious against intestinal 
strongyles, and that tartar emetic also often causes 
grave cases of enteritis. Turpentine (60 grammes, 
followed immediately by a litre of olive oil) is more 
active; and a single dose causes the expulsion of 
about 50% of the parasites. Oil of chenopodium in 
the dose of from 8 c. c. to 10 c. 0 . has little action ; 
but double that dose is very efficacious, causing the 
expulsion of over 95% of the parasites. The authors 
therefore oonolude that the oil of chenopodium is 
the best anthelminthic against equine intestinal 
strongyles, and that turpentine comes next to it. 

To free the horse from ascarides is much more 
difficult. With turpentine, or with oil of oheno- 
podium in doses of from 16 c. c. to 18 c. c., some 
success was only obtained in a very limited propor¬ 
tion of cases. Against oxyurides, better results 
were obtained with turpentine (60 grammes follow¬ 
ed by olive oil) and with oil of chenopodium. 

W. R. C. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch. 1 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Tuesday, May 13th, Mr. J. Malcolm, 
President, occupied the chair. There were also present: 
Messrs. W. H. Brooke, Handsworth • R. H. Over, Rugby; 
L. C. Tipper, Birmingham; T. H. Hobson, Leicester ; J. 
Martin, Wellington ; J. W. Conchie, Kidderminster; 
J. Young, Birmingham; J. O. Powley, Sutton Coldfield; 
Brennan De Vine, Birmingham; J. R. O. Jones, 
Gloucester: H. W. Stevens, Kidderminster; L. W. 
Heel is, Solinull; S. M Woodward, Birmingham ; H. A. 
Turner, Derby • J. L. Cormack, Coventry, and the Hon. 
Sec. Mr. H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were announced 
from Professor Dewar, Messrs. J. R. Carless, J. M. 
Whyte, W. W. Grasby, F. L. Goocb, P. C. Woolston, 
C. J. Clifford, S. J. Marriott, J. J. Burchnall, H. L. 
Phillips, T. J. Brain, C. F. Parsons, C. E. Dayus, T. 
Spencer, A. Over, W. Trigger, R. C. Trigger, and others. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed and the rules of the Association were also 
read by the Hon. Sec. 

Among the correspondence was a letter from the 
Secretary of the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief 


Fund, acknowledging “ with sincere gratitude ” a dona¬ 
tion or £10 voted at the previous meeting, and also letters 
from Mr. J. Blakeway and Mr. Carless, thanking the 
Association for their resolution of condolence. 

The Ministry op Health Bill. 

The Hon. Sec. recalled the fact that at the previous 
meeting a committee was appointed to urge upon the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons the necessity of watching the 
progress of the Ministry of Health Bill with a view to 
safeguarding the interests of the profession. He had 
since received the following letter from Mr. Fred 
Bullock, Secretary of the Royal College, dated March 
21st 

* I brought your letter with the accompanying resolu¬ 
tion of the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Assoc¬ 
iation before a special meeting of the Parliamentary 
Committee held yesterday. The Bill was also circulated 
to the members of the Committee and was very carefully 
considered. Mr. Malcolm’s letter to Sir John M ( Fadyean 
in which he describes more in detail the desires of your 
Association, was also considered. The Committee in¬ 
struct me to state that as the present Bill does not enact 
any new legislation with regard to the matters raised in 
Mr. Malcolm’s letter, but merely brings together under 
one department the functions that are being performed 
under existing Acts of Parliament, no opportunity is 
given for raising such questions on the present Bill. 
The Bill, however, is being carefully watched, and a 
resolution was passed urging that a veterinary surgeon 
should be included on the Consultative Committee to 
be set up by Clause 9. An amendment to this effect 
will be proposed when this Clause is reached.” 

The President said he understood that there had 
been several meetings of the Parliamentary Committee 
of the Council watching the position. Mr. Bullock’s 
letter shed rather a new light on the matter and he had 
no reason to doubt that their interests were not being 
neglected. If any new legislation was brought up, the 
Parliamentary Committee might be trusted to take the 
necessary action. 

Mr. Tipper said the Bill had been before the Chambers 
of Agriculture in the country, but unfortunately, owing 
to pressure of other business it did not receive much 
consideration. There was a general want of knowledge 
on the subject, and he thought if any similar Bill came 
forward in future it would be wise to consult agricultural 
associations, as their interests often coincided with 
those of the veterinary profession. 

Quack Medicines at Shows. 

The Hon. Sec. brought forward a letter he had re¬ 
ceived from the Derbyshire Veterinary Association, who 
had passed the following resolution :— 

“ That veterinary surgeons refuse to act in a profess¬ 
ional capacity at Live Stock Shows where vendors of 
animal medicines and surgical appliances are allowed to 
have stands for the purpose ot exhibiting or offering 
such articles for sale, and also that veterinary surgeons 
attending officially at Live Stock Shows shall receive a 
fee.” 

Mr. Over questioned whether they could take up a 
position of that kind. Veterinary medicines sold in 
that way probably did the profession no good, bnt the 
trade was within the law. 

The President thought very few members of the 
profession would refuse to act at shows on that account. 
At all the shows he had visited during the last forty 
years there had been stands for the sale or exhibition of 
veterinary medicines, and he did not think they would 
get it altered by taking up the position that was 
suggested by the Derbyshire Association. Personally, 
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he did not see his way to support the suggestion. 

Eventually, on the motion of Mr. Over, seconded by 
Mr. Martin, it was resolved unanimously that no action 
be taken in the matter. 

Royal Sanitary Institute. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the Royal Sanitary 
Institute inviting the Association to send representative^ 
to their annual conference to be held at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne at the end of July. 

The President thought theyought to send delegates, 
as was done before the war. He had a personal reason 
for saying that, as he had been asked to preside over the 
veterinary section and he had consented to do so. He 
would like to be fortified by the presence of some 
members of the Association. Sir Stewart Stockman 
had promised to give a demonstration on rabies, which 
was a live subject, whilst a second subject would, deal 
with different phases of the work of the veterinary 
inspector. He was going, apart from the Association, 
so that two others could be cnosen as special delegates. 
He would be present in a dual capacity, as president of 
this Association and on behalf of the Birmingham 
Corporation. 

It was ultimately resolved to send three delegates to 
the conference, the President, the Hon. Sec., and the 
Hon. Treasurer (Mr. W. H. Brooke), the two last-named 
to have their expenses paid by the Association. 

Insurance Fees. 

The question of fees paid by the various insurance 
companies for the examination of horses for insurance, 
the discussion of which was adiourned at the last meet¬ 
ing, was again raised. The Hon. Sec. said he had re¬ 
ceived a letter from Mr. T. H. L. Duckworth, of Ash¬ 
bourne, regretting that he could not attend that day, 
but mentioning that he had now no trouble in obtaining 
a fee of half-a-guinea for examining animals on behalf 
of insurance companies. 

Mr. Brooke said he was recently offered 6/- by a 
company to make an examination and he told them his 
fee was 10 6. He got it. There was no need for them 
to work for the low fees they had received in the past. 
The work generally involved something that was almost 
equal to an examination as to soundness, and it was 
worth half-a-guinea. 

The Hon. Sec. said the different live stock insurance 
companies belonged to an association. 

Several members gave their experiences. Mr. Young 
remarked that he had no difficulty in getting half-a- 
guinea now. He refused to do the work for less, and if 
they held out they would get what they wanted. If the 
companies refused to pay a proper fee they must take 
the risk of insuring an animal without a veterinary 
surgeon’s examination. 

The Hon. Sec. said it would be a good thing for re¬ 
presentatives of various veterinary associations to inter¬ 
view the companies. He was afraid that an association 
which took the matter up single-handed would fail. 

Mr. Over thought 10/6 for the examination of a horse 
under £50 in value seemed rather high. He would like 
to see a sliding scale, with, say 7/6 as a minimum. 

Mr. DeVine suggested that they should get into touch 
with the National Veterinary Association. This seemed 
to him to be a subject well within their province. 

Mr. Tipper, Mr. Hobson and others shared this 
opinion, and eventually, on the motion of the Hon. Sec., 
seconded by Mr. DeVine, the Hon. Sec. was instructed 
to communicate with the National Veterinary Associa¬ 
tion with a view to this matter being considered at 
their next meeting. 

Price of Petrol. The Hon. Sec. said that at the 
previous meeting it was reported that some veterinary 
surgeons were able to obtain petrol at traders' rates, al¬ 
though they did not say how they managed it. The 


Derbyshire Veterinary Association had written to the 
oil company asking whether the same privilege could be 
extended to the whole of the profession. The reply was 
in the negative. 

Subject for next meeting. The Hon. Sec. reported 
that the Council recommended that at the next quarter¬ 
ly meeting, to be held at Birmingham, Prof. O’Connor, 
of the Royal Veterinary College, Dublin, be asked to 
give an address with a practical demonstration. 

This was agreed to. 

Boarded-out Army Horses. 

Mr. Young mentioned the question of fees allowed 
by the Government for attending army horses that had 
been let out. He was formerly allowed Id. per day per 
horse, with an allowance for mileage, but he was now 
asked to do the work for 20/- per horse per annum 
within a 15 miles radius and 30/- beyond, with no mile¬ 
age allowance. He had written refusing to do it. 

The Hon. Sec. said that apart from the inadequacy 
of the terms, he thought the principle was altogether 
wrong. The Government was asking veterinary surg¬ 
eons to attend horses that were in the stables of men 
who were probably clients of another veterinary surgeon, 
and that was very objectionable. 

Mr. Tipper said the point raised by Mr. Dawes was 
a very important one: and Mr. DeVine and other 
speakers expressed similar views, 

Mr. Over said the same difficulty arose in regard to 
the appointment of veterinary inspectors. 

Eventually, on the motion of Mr. De Vine, seconded 
by the Hon. Sec., a resolution was unanimously carried, 
to the effect that the Hon. Sec. should write to the 
Director General of Army Veterinary Service pointing 
out the difficulties that are likely to arise through one 
veterinary surgeon trespassing on the practice of another, 
and at the same time complaining of the inadequacy of 
the fees that are paid. 

PERIODIC OPHTHALMIA. 

By Brennan DeVine, m.c., p.r.c.v.s., b.v.s.m., (Viet.) 

When I was invited by our President, Mr. Malcolm, 
a fortnight ago, to contribute a paper on Periodic 
Ophthalmia for discussion at this meeting, I hesitated 
a good deal, as I knew I could not give much time to 
the writing of a paper, and further, I unfortunately have 
not now in my possession various notes which I made 
from time to time upon the great number of cases I was 
able to observe whilst serving in France. However, I 
trust my remarks will be of some interest to you all, 
and I hope to hear a good discussion on the subject 

I will endeavour to describe the disease as far as I can 
from a practical point of view. The opinions which I 
give are formed principally as the result of my own 
experience during the past two or three years. To my 
knowledge periodic ophthalmia has been prevalent 
among horses in the British Army in France since the 
summer of 1917. As many army horses are now being 
repatriated to England, I consider this disease one of 
the most important for us to study, for I think it feasible 
to expect that some affected animals may be brought to 
this country from France. 

We know from the history of the disease that it was 
prevalent among horses in England about the middle of 
the last century. If outbreaks occur now in this country 
it will be necessary for all of us to be able to readily 
recognise the disease, so that we may take energetic 
steps for its immediate suppression and ultimate eradica¬ 
tion. As I have suggested that we may possibly have 
an outbreak of periodic ophthalmia in England, I hope 
this will not be taken as an expression of disparagement 
of the Veterinary examination of horses before leaving 
France. I know it is difficult to diagnose the disease 
except in its active stages, and from its intermittent 
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nature it is not always possible even during a long period 
of quarantine to definitely say if an animal is free— 
especially in the interval following the first attack. 

Until comparatively recently periodic ophthalmia was 
believed by most observers to be due to tne irritation of 
the eye caused by dust or other foreign bodies carried 
by the wind. As far as my experience goes, periodic 
ophthalmia is as prevalent in winter as in summer. It 
may effect any breed of horse, but is comparatively rare 
in mules. 

During the first eighteen months or two years of the 
war, when the great majority of the animals with the 
Expeditionary force in France were British horses, 
periodic ophthalmia was rarely seen. During the early 
naif of 1917, following the German retreat on tne Somme, 
the British Army occupied a large tract of country 
which had previously been occupied by the German 
army. About the same time we had a lot of foreign im¬ 
ported horses sent out from England. A few months 
afterwards I found many cases of periodic ophthalmia 
among the horses in units under my Veterinary charge. 
I do not know if the disease was introduced by the new 
horses we received, or if it was contracted from premises 
previously occupied by German horses. I merely men¬ 
tion these as possible sources of infection. So far as I 
know the channel of infection and method of spread has 
not yet been definitely ascertained. All attempts to 
inoculate animals with the discharges from infected 
eyes by depositing on the surface of the eye or injecting 
subcutaneously in the neighbourhood of the eye of a 
healthy animal have so far failed. Possibly infection 
takes place by inhalation or ingestion, more likely the 
latter. If this is the case it is not difficult to under¬ 


stand animals contracting the disease from infective 
material in certain specific areas, e.g. the war stained 
insanitary area of the Somme district, patches of which 
have been overcrowded with horses for several years. 

Thanks to the original work carried out by Capt. 
Thos. Dalliog, r.a.v.c., of No. 2 Vety. Hospital, Havre, 
we now know the definite causal organism of periodic 
ophthalmia, which has been found in the optic nerve. 
This is described by Dalling as a cocco-bacillus and 
named the “ Nerve Bacillus,” 1-2 microns long by 5-1 
micron wide. By intra-venous injection of old culture 
in broth of the bacillus, guinea pigs and horses have been 
experimentally infected. Further details of the bacillus 
are given in an article by Capt. Dalling in the Veterinary 
Journal for Jan., 1919. 


Symptoms. 

The disease may manifest itself in a variety of forms. 
The attack in every case comes on very suddenly, often 
seen first thing in the morning, although the horse 
looked perfectly normal the day before. It may affect 
one or both eyes; in later attacks it usually affects both. 
One eye may escape even four or five attacks^ but finally 
it is involved. The local symptoms vary m different 
animals. In some corneitis is developed whilst in others 
iritis is the predominant symptom. 

At the beginning of an attack the eyelids are inflamed 
and very painful. When corneitis is present the animal 
is very frightened to have the eyelids touched. The first 
thing one notices is the closed eye, lachrymation; on 
opening the lids, which it is necessary to do very gently, 
one finds the cornea is blurred and the conjunctiva in¬ 
flamed. The aqueous humour has a grayish sediment 
in it. L^ter there is a grayish infiltration of the cornea, 
generally starting at the periphery end, spreading 
towards the centre. There is general constitutional 
disturbance for the first three or four days of the attack. 
During this period the temperature will rise to 103° or 
104°F. or even in some cases to 105° or 106°F. About 
the fourth or fifth day of an attack the temperature sub¬ 
sides. The attack usually lasts ten days to three weeks. 


At the end of the attack inflammatory symptoms dis¬ 
appear, the cornea clears up and in most cases the eye 
becomes apparently normal, but occasionally one finds 
cases in which there persists a very slight milky-white 
cloudiness in the cornea. 

In the other form iritis is the outstanding symptom. 
The upper eyelid is swollen, but not quite so badly in¬ 
flamed as in the keratitis form. The eye is kept closed. 
At first there is slight turbidity of the aqueous humour : 
the pupil is contracted, there is immobility of the iris, 
and synechia. The aqueous humour becomes opaque 
and yellowish green in colour. As in the other form, 
there are febrile symptoms and general constitutional 
disturbance. There is at first defective vision, and about 
the third day of the attack there is temporary blindness 
which persists for the duration of the attack, usually 
lasting about two to four weeks. At the end of the 
attack the aqueous humour clears up, and the pupil be¬ 
comes less contracted save in those cases where you 
have synechia. In either the Corneitis or Iritis form, 
the later the attack, the greater the amount of inflam¬ 
mation present and the longer the duration, until with 
the fifth or sixth attack, or even the eighth attack, 
permanent blindness is developed. In this case the 
blindness is due to degeneration in the optic nerve and 
retina, whereas the temporary period of blindness in the 
previous attack is due to the opacity in the cornea or 
aqueous humour. 

When permanent blindness has taken place, there is 
no further symptom of pain ; there is often Glaucoma, 
and if pressure is applied to the eye it does not retract. 
When corneitis is tne prominent symptom ulceration of 
the cornea may take place, and blindness supervenes 
even in a primary attack. Ordinary ophthalmia is not 
nearly so persistent, and in such cases you do not find 
such great constitutional disturbance as in the periodic 
form. The attack does not last so long, and it is not apt 
to recur. In true specific ophthalmia I consider the 
prognosis unfavourable in every case. In my opinion 
in all cases of periodic ophthalmia the final result is 
blindness, and this takes place usually in the 6th, 7th 
or 8th attack. In the 1st or 2nd attack the local symptoms 
in the eye disappear in two or three weeks, and the ani¬ 
mal is apparently cured. The thickening and inflamma¬ 
tion of the eyelids subsides, but there is left a peculiar 
wrinkling of the upper eyelid. The interval between 
attacks when active symptoms occur, varies from two 
to six months. Owing to the intermittent character of 
the disease diagnosis is sometimes difficult, but each 
attack leaves behind certain signs which persist. The 
most common is the peculiar wrinkling of the upper 
eyelid. The head of a horse that has had an attacs is 
frequently carried at that angle assumed by one eyed 
horses. 

When corneitis has been present there often remains 
a haze or bluish white cloudiness at the edge of the 
cornea; this is more evident after every succeeding 
attack. In the earlier attacks usually only one eye is 
affected, and comparison of the eyes is a great help in 
determining if the animal has had an attack. The eye 
which is affected is retracted more than the healthy one 
and for this reason appears smaller. In those cases 
where iritis has been present one finds on examination 
of the eye a yellowish or greenish yellowish light is 
reflected from below the lens. Opaque lines or spots 
may be detected on the capsule of the lens or in the 
aqueous or vitreous humour. After the second or third 
attack the pupil is usually contracted, this is due to ad¬ 
hesion of tne posterior part of the iris to the capsule of 
the lens. 

Treatment. 

In spite of the unfavourable prognosis which I should 
give, treatment is desirable in every attack. First from 
a humanitarian point of view, as this is a painful 
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affection for the horse, and by appropriate treatment 
may be rendered less painful; ana further the tempor¬ 
ary blindness which place during the earlier attacks can 
be more readily cleared up. At present there is nothing 
that I know that will prevent the final result of blind¬ 
ness in an animal that has become infected with the 
disease. Further research is necessary, and when this 
has been carried out by our bacteriologists, I am in 
hopes that we shall be provided with preventative, diag¬ 
nostic and curative agents. In the meantime, if we hope 
to keep the disease in check, it is advisable to adopt 
isolation and segregation. 

In all cases of Periodic Ophthalmia the eye tends to 
clear up without any special treatment; in primary and 
secondary attacks this resolution may be hastened by 
tire use of local dressings. Most of the Veterinary 
Officers with the Army in France whom I have asked 
about their treatment for Periodic Ophthalmia appeared 
to have a special treatment of their own. Among the 
mote common applications used may be mentioned 
Calomel powder: Tr. iodine : Lugol’s sol: Biniod of 
Hg: Belladonna ung: Atropine: Zincchlor.: Zinc sulpb. 

1 may say that I have seen all these drugs tried on 
cases. The calomel was used in the form of powder. 
I do not consider any drug applied in the form of 
powder a good thing for the treatment of affections of 
the eyes in horses. The blowing of the powder into the 
eye frightens the animal, which at the time is unusually 
sensitive about the eyes. This tends to make the horses 
so treated difficult to handle about the head. Again, if 
too great a quantity of such common eye remedies as 
calomel or acetate of lead are used, it may have a harm¬ 
ful effect on the eye. 

In those cases of Iritis contracted pupil the use of 
inydriatics such as Belladonna and its alkaloid, atropine, 
undoubtedly have a beneficial effect. In addition to the 
local anesthetic effect it dilates the pupil and tends to 
reduce the chances of posterior synechia. Iodine or 4% 
Biniod. Hg. ung. applied to the upper eyelid reduces 
the oedema and stimulates the surrounding lymphatics, 
and thus promotes a quicker clearing of the opacity in 
the eye in the earlier attacks of the disease. The in 
jeotion of Lugol’s Sol. with a hypodermic syringe into 
the depth of supra-orbital cavity has a similar effect. 
In practice the latter method is preferable to applying a 
counter irritant ointment to the eyebrow. Boracic acid 
sol. is useful in the early stages for fomenting the eye 

3 - 4 times daily. It has an analgesic and antiseptic 
effect. Solutions of Zn Cl, Zn S 04 or Agno3 are use¬ 
ful in treating the Keratitis form after the first inflam¬ 
matory symptoms of an attack have somewhat subsided. 
In general treatment I would recommend fomentations 

4 - 6 times a day with warm Boracic acid solution, pro¬ 
tect the eye from strong light by means of wire cage 
covered with dark cloth. The custom of covering the 
eye by means of a piece of canvas or other cloth sus¬ 
pended from the brow band of the bridle or head collar 
should be condemned ; it causes irritation of the iniiam- 
ed parts already sensitive and painful, it is liable soon 
to become soiled and is not hygienic. 

When the very acute inflammation of the eyelids has 
been reduced and the eye is affected with the Keratitis 
form, I would apply a 1% Sol. of Agnoa If the symp¬ 
toms are principally in the iris and lens I would inject 

5 c.c. of Lugol’s Sol. into the snpra-orbital cavity every 
second day. This treatment reduces the period of an 
attack when active symptoms are present. 

The general febrile symptoms would be treated iu the 
ordinary way by giving mashes and febrifuges. 

Finally there is the attack, which may be the 4th, 6th 
or 6th, when permanent blindness is the result; when 
this stage is reached further treatment is useless. There 
is thea found on p.m. dogeaeao4aon. of the oplie nerve 


and atrophy of tjbe retina. Cataract is a frequent sequel 
to the iritis forms. 

Vaccines made from the Nerve Bacillus have been 
tried as a method of treatment. I am in hopes that 
this will prove valuable in the early stages of the 
disease. In the later stages, where there is atructuciJL 
alterations in the optic nerve, it is hardly conceivable 
that any method of treatment will be of any use. 

Discussion. 

The President remarked that Mr. De Vine had only 
been home from the army a short time but bad readily 
agreed to give his experiences on a disease they 
had perhaps not yet heard the last of. He took this 
opportunity of welcoming back other members of the 
forces, and probably they would be able to contribute 
usefnllyto the discussion. 

Mr. Over said the paper was so very complete that it 
was difficult to carry it any further at thepresent stage. 
He met with a great number of cases in France, and as 
for treatment, first one thing and then another was tried 
but none of them did much good. The trouble returned 
later on. Warm fomentation with boracic was as good, 
as anything, and at least it afforded the animal most 
relief. 

Mr. Heelis agreed that the essayist had left little that 
was fresh to be said. It was his (the speaker’s) experi¬ 
ence that there was a predisposition to periodic ophthal¬ 
mia with horses that had previously had any febrile 
trouble, such as influenza. He could not share Mr. De 
Vine’s opinion that mules were comparatively free from 
the disease, because he had seen as many cases amongpt 
mules as amongst horses. 

Mr. Stevens said the disease presented many pecu¬ 
liarities, breaking out in the most unexpected places and 
sometimes not breaking out when it was expected. It 
did not appear to him to be very contagions among the 
animals themselves ; the cases were generally isolated, 
standing apart from each other. He could not remembes 
any two animals standing side by side having it He 
referred to a unit in France that had the disease very 
badly. A heavy battery which had suffered from it 
moved to fresh ground and another battery, apparently 
free from the disease, came in. The new battery had 
not been long in these lines before there was an outbreak 
of periodic ophthalmia, and in the meantime the old 
battery had no fresh cases on its new ground. The only 
suggestion he could offer was that the ground was badly 
affected. It must have been the ground, as they were 
in open lines. 

Mr. Powley said he had no experience of the trouble, 
but he would like to ask whether there was any advant¬ 
age in damping the food. He had seen it suggested that 
it was a good thing as a preventive measure. What wee 
the result of the agglutination test;in regard to the causal, 
organism ? 

Mr. De Vine : The whole thing is in its infancy yet,, 
so that I cannot go into it to that extent. 

Mr. Martin remarked that although he had net aee» 
any cases, he quite expected be woeld do se aaasmy 
horses became spread over the country. 

Mr. Brooke thought moat of them must have see* 
periodic ophthalmia, at some time or other, but they my 
have doubted as to whether it was specific. When he 
had met with such a case he had. isolated it, although be 
never thought there was anything contagions about it. 
The case had generally ruu toe course indicated hy Mr. 
De Vine. There was effusion into the anterior chamber 
and adhesion of the iris to the front of the lens. He 
begged to differ iu his opinion with regard to the value 
of calomel as a treatment. He had tried it iu eyecaoHv 
not so ranch with horses aa with dom and as a stimulant 
for ulcer of the cornea he thought therewee nothing.’ 
Auer thauvcalomeh 
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The President said he eould have wished that the 
cfissiission had been more general—that more had taken 
part in it, but he quite realised the difficulty. This was 
a disease they knew very little about. With regard to 
the benefits of isolation, several men with whom he had 
spoken shared the opinion of Mr. Steveas, that the fresh 
case was not generally next to the animal already affect¬ 
ed but some distance away. That seemed to suggest 
that the ordinary risk of contagion was not presentTout 
that there was predisposition on the part of some 
animals to take tne disease. Another point was the 
localities in which the affection was found, and he could 
not help inquiring whether they got cases in Italy as 
well as on tne Somme. Was it the soil or the climate, 
or what was it that gave rise to the disease 1 

Mr. Powley added that Mr. Malcolm’s last remark 
suggested the further question as to whether the disease 
was common to animate in the stable or to animals that 
wen confined to the land. 

Mr. Over said most of the cases he saw were in horses 
that same from abroad and before the war he had met 
with it in polo ponies that were imported from the 
Argentine. He cemld scarcely recall a single instance in 
which an English animal, was affected. 

The Hon. Shg., invited to take part in the discussion; 
said his lack of knowledge prevented him, as he had not 
come across this disease. However, he would like to 
thank Mr. De Vine for his most interesting essay. The 
benefit of the experience of men who bad served in 
France would stand the profession in good stead in the 
future. He had one or two cases of eye trouble in horses 
when be had not been able to ascertain exactly what it 
had been. After ordinary treatment the trouble dis¬ 
appeared, and there had been no recurrence. 

Mr. De Vine replying to the discussion, thanked the 
various speakers for tne compliments they had paid 
him. Although he had read a paper, he hoped they 
would not think he was posing as an expert. He was 
really s great deal in the dark about this disease, audit 
was only recently that he got any information at all 
about the pathology of it. The bacillus which, had been 
discovered by Dalling seemed to make a. choice of set¬ 
tling on the optic nerve ; at least, that was where Dalling 
had found it in most cases. Although only one eye 
might be affected at the time, the usual result was per¬ 
manent blindness, and undoubtedly the bacillus spread 
along the nerve from one eye to the other. Extirpation 
of the eye might, of course, be attempted, to prevent the 
trouble spreading to the eye that was sound. The nerve 
bacillus had been found just immediately in the optic 
nerve behind the eye* Dr Dot, who was alleged to have 
fonnd the bacillus in the vitreous humour, maintained 
that it required an acid media to live in, and that when 
an alkaline media formed the trouble cleared up. Dor 
was the only authority he* had oome across who mention¬ 
ed anything of that kind. A great number of authori¬ 
ties had attempted to discover organisms in discharges 
from the eye, but nothing specific. Mr. Heelis said he 
found the trouble as common in mules as in horses. He 
could quite believe that, because Mr. Heelis was with 
the cavalry ; they g e ne r a lly had* BHtish horses which, 
as they all know, were the best riding horses in the world 
and therefore the cavalry got a less percentage of horses 
of foreign breed-than other units. Personally, he saw 
very little ophthalmia in males, although he certainly 
saw some. Most of the cases he saw were in horses 
imported from America* The-eawalry moved about from 
place to place and were not on lines occupied by horses 
month after month; winter and summer, where the 
ground became* more' or less infected. He was. at one 
with Mr. Stevens in the idea that the land might be, 
and the worst outbreak he came across; was on toe 
Somroe r . wfcere harsrot had occupied the same ground 
months on end. He had seen amwni cmc* of isolated 


ophthalmia in units; that wa% where a ease emoted and 
tne next one broke out 10 or 20 horses down the fine, 
instead of next to it. He certainly believed the ground 
had something to do with it, but he could net say 
definitely. As to whether damping the food wae a 
good thing, as one speaker had suggested, it was well to 
remember that dry food contained a lot of dust, which 
might be disturbed by the horse blowing on it and the 
eye become affected in that way. He did not think food 
could cause the trouble in any other way. 

He had seen a good deal of ophthalmia due togas* In 
such cases the lips were swollen and these was uloeratiwn 
of the mucous membrane of the eyelid, a lot of the gassed 
animals died of suffocation due to the swelling in the 
passages caused by the gas. But those animals that 
lived suffered from no appasent permanent after effect* 
In treatment he noticed that Mr. Brooke pinned his 
faith to calomel. It might be a very good thing in con¬ 
tain conditions, but when one gave a thing in powder, 
one could not give a definite dose. Mr. Brooke was an 
authority m the treatment of dogs, and he accepted his 
statement that calomel had answered with them, but 
with a horse it was different. His experience was tost 
if he blew something into a horse’s eye he could not 
handle the head afterwards to put a bndte on. When 
they knew that a disease was due to any organism, 
whether introduced through the food or off the soil, he 
thought isolation was a good thing. Though the disease 
may not spread directly, isolation stopped it by means 
of a carrier. As to whether any cases had been found 
among horses in this country that had comerback from 
France, he must answer in tne affirmative. He had seen 
several such himself. He thought it was quite otr the 
cards that they would have some ophthalmia to deal 
with before very long, especially where animals were 
crowded on the 1 soil. He could not say whether horses 
were chiefly affected in staWesor in the open. In France 
practically all the horses were in the open, or at least 
only under sheds. 

A hearty vote of thank* was passed to Mr. Be Mine 
for his paper, on the motion of taro Precedent, sew d mfr 
by the Hon; See. 

The mem here then adjourned for tea beforesep aiato s y . ' 

ff. J. Dawes, f.it.c.v.8., Hon. See 


DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

A meeting was held in the' Crown Hotel, Caette 
Douglas, on June 2nd, of toe veterinary surgeon* in* 
Dumfries and Galloway counties. 

Prawn*—Messrs Lindsay and Baird, Dumfries; 
Milligan and McKenzie, Annan■ ; A Edgar, Whithorn 1 : 
Allan and Waddell; Castle Douglas 1 ; Nicholson and 
MacAlister,. Kirkcudbright. 

Apologies wor e rea d from—Messrs MMConueU', Wig¬ 
town: McKinley, Stmnraer; Pollock, Lockerbie; Dunfop 
and Littlexv Thornhill. 

Mr. Ja& Lindsay proposed that a Society be formed 
of the professional membwre iwGfdloway and Dumfri es , 
the Society to be called the “ Dumfries and Gfeifewuy 
Veterinary MbdiuaL Society.” 

Mr. Milligan seconded, and the motion wn*unani¬ 
mously agreed to. 

Mr. Edgar proposed that Mr. McConnell, Wigtown, 
be elected the rant President of the Society. 

Mr. Edgar said that Me. McConnell- was one of the 
best known and respected men in the profession, and he 
had no doubfcthat if MV. McConnell would accept ttte 
au coaro of thg Society would be* assured. Mr Mfingan ~ 
seconded. 

Several of toe* members present' hoped that Vfr Me-, 
(Donnell 1 would accept. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, June 12. 
The King held an investiture in the quadrangle of 
Buckingham Palace, at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of His Majesty, when the King invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted:— 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

* * * * 

Captain Harry Powell. 

His Mcgesty then conferred decorations as follows :— 

The Military Cross. 

* * * # 

Captain Joseph Laurie. 


Mentioned in Dispatches. 

Appended is the completion of the dispatch received 
by the Secretary of State for War from General F. R. 
Earl of Cavan, k.p., k.o.b., m.v.o., Commander-in-Chief 
of the British Forces in Italy, dated January 18, 1919 : 

# * .£ 4. £ 

Braid, T.Capt. P. Carroll, T.Capt. P. A., 35th Mob. 
Vet. Sec. Knowles. Capt R. H. Little, T. Capt. E., 
1st Vet. Hosp. Little, T.Capt. R. J., 22nd Vet. Hosp. 
Little, T.Capt. W. L., f.r.c.v.s. 

The following dispatch has been received by the 
Secretary of State for War 

Pretoria, January 20,1919. 
Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith my 
recommendations in favour of the under-mentioned 
Officers, Ladies, Warrant Officers, Non-commissioned 
Officers and Men for valuable services rendered during 
the period 1st August, 1918, to the conclusion of 
hostilities. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. L. Van Deventer, 
Lieutenant-General, Commander-in-Chief, 
East African Force. 

* * * * 

Jarvis. Capt. E. M., m.c., S.A.V.C.; McNae, Capt. A., 
S.A.V.C. 

The Secretary of State for War has received the 
following dispatch :— 

General Headquarters, 
Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force, 

7th February, 1919. 
Sir,—With reference to paragraph 39 of my dispatch 
dated 1st Feb., 1919,1 have the honour to submit Here¬ 
with a list names of those officers serving, or who have 
served, under my command, whose distinguished and 
gallant services and devotion to duty I consider deserv¬ 
ing of special mention. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

W. R. Marshall, 

Lieut.-General Commanding-in-Chief, 

M^potamian Expeditionary Force. 

9, * * * 

Williams. Lt.-Col. (T.Brig.-Gen.), G. M., c.m.g., (Staff). 
Bell, T.Capt J. Chadwick, Capt. (A./Maj.) C. R. (t.f.) 
Dier, T.Capt. H.V. Lawrence, Capt. C. J. R. Nicboll, 
Capt. (A/Maj.) E. McK. Reynolds, T.Capt. (A/Maj.) 
E. C. Thomson, Capt. (A./Maj.)J.H. (t.f.) Thwaytes, 
Capt. (A./M%j.) R. C. G. Williams, Maj. (A./Lt.-Col.) 
A. J M D.S.O, f.r.c.v.8. Wood, Maj. and Bt Lt.-Col. 
(A./C 0 I.) W. A. 


The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War by Maj.-Gen. 
W. E. Ironside, c.m.g., d.s.o., Commanding-in-Chief 
Northern Russia Expeditionary Force, for valuable and 
distinguished services rendered in connexion with the 
operations at Archangel 

* * * * 

Barnett, Capt. G., m.c., r.a.v.c. 

The following despatch has been received by the 
Secretary of State for War 

Headquarters, 

Egyptian Army and Sudan Government, 
Khartoum, 26th Jan., 1919. 
Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith the 
names of officers, officials and others whose work in 
connexion with military operations, and the situation in 
the Sudan created by the War, is deserving of special 
notice and commendation. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Lee Stack, Major-General, 
Acting Sirdar of the Egyptian Army and 
Acting Governor-General of the Sudan. 
***** 

Sou tar, Cap. J. J. M., r.a.v.c. Tapley, Maj. and Bt. 
Lt-Col. J . J. B., d.s.o., r.a.v.c. 

The following Despatch has been received by the 
Secretary of State for War :— 

General Headquarters, 

5th March, 1919. 

Sir,— I have the honour to forward herewith a list of 
officers, Nurses, other ranks, and civilians, whom I 
consider worthy of mention for their services during the 
period from September 19. 1918, to Januaiy 3lst, 1919. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

E. H. H. Allenby, General. 

Commander-in-Chief, 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force. 
* * * * 

Staff : Bartrum, Capt. (T.Maj.) V.A., o.b.e., r.a.v.c. 
(t.f.). Beatty, Maj. P. V., r.a.v.c. Butler, Col 
(T.Brig.-Gen.) E. R. C., c.b.. c.m.g., f.r.o.v.8., r.a.vc. 
Fail, Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) F. r.a.v.c. Lloyd, Capt. 
(T.Maj.) G., d.s.o., r.a.v.c. (s.r.) Nicholas, Maj. 
(T.Lt.-Col.) J., r.a.v.c. Grey, T.Capt. G. O. R. 
Hollis, T.Qrmr. and Lt. W. Martin, T.Capt. T. D. M. 
Maynard, T.Capt. F. Q. Morrow, T.Capt. J. J. 
Waters, T.Capt W. Whitehead, T.Capt. G. Williams, 
Capt H.B.(S.R.). 

Aitken, Capt. W. (t.f.). Cunningham, Capt J. (t.f.). 
McIntyre, Capt. (T.Major) P. (t.f). Palmer, Capt. 
(A/Msuor) R. 6., m.c. (t.f.). 

Murray-Jones, Major F., a.a.v.c. Worthington, Major 
H., a.a.v.c. 

Extracts from London Gautte 

War Office, Whitehall, June 5. 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

The follg. temp- Capts. relinquish their commns. (June 6), 
and retain the rank of Capt. P. J. Sheil, on account 
of ill-health contracted on active service ; A. A. 
Hayman, on acct. of ill-health caused by wounds. 
Capt J. M. Richardson, t.f., to be actg. M^j- whilst 
holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Feb. 24). 

June 6. 

Temp. Capt. R. K. Porteous relinquishes his comm, on 
acct. of ill-health (June 7\ and retains the rank of 
Capt 

C.A.V.C.—Temp. Lt. O. Y. Gunning to be temp. Capt. 
(April 29). 
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June 7. 

Tonp, Cast- N, Wfight relinquishes his commo. «n 
acot of ill-health (Apr. 6), and retains the rank of Capt. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. F. Ben well, D.aM^ R.A.V.C., to oe 
Capt. under Art. 330, R. Wt. for Pay and Promotion 
(June l). 

June 12. 

Temp. Capt. W. P. B. Beal relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. on peaaing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Mar. 16), 
(substd. for notification in Gazette April 25). 

The surname of Temp. Capt. D. S. Rabagliati is as; 
mow described, and not RabaghiaU, as in Gazette 
Feb. 5 . 

Temp. Capt. P. MacLaughlin relinquishes his cosunn. 
on sect, of ill-health contracted 00 active service 
(June 13), and retains rank of Capt. 

$. Air. Yet. Corps—Temp. Capt. 8. Elley resigns his 
commn. (Dec. 3,1916), and retains the rank of Capt. 
(substituted for Gazette notification Feb. 17, 1917). 

June 13. 

Temp. Lt S. Holmes to be temp. Capt. (May 9). 

June 14. 


Capt. P. J. Malone relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. 



June 17. 


Capt. H. C. Jaeger, o.b.k., t.f., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Lt-CoLon ceasing to hold tkeappt. of A.D.V.S. 
(April 1). The following Capts. relinquish the acting 
raw of Mai. On ceasing to hola the appt. of 
A D.V.8.R. H. C. Higgins (Dec. 2,1918); E. McK. 
Nicholl (Dec. 7, 1918); R. C. Q. Thwaytes (Dec. 20, 
1918); H. Peele, t.f., on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
D.A.D.V.S. (March 23); F. Hopkin, t.f. (May 13). 
Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capt*.O. McGuirk (May 18); 
S. Q. McKee, L. Senecal (May 22); W. 8. Grogan 
(May 28 ). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Cokps. 

June 7. 

Capt (actg. Maj.) J. R. McCall relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (May 8). 

June 11. 

Capt D. R. C. Tennant, f.r.c.v.s., to be Maj. (May 11). 

Reserve. June 14. 

Capt J. M. Magill, from R.A.V.C., to be Capt. (June 15). 


The 41 law*’ of supply and demand. 

The following is from the editorial page of the current 
copy of The meat Trades Journal. 

“We recently called attention to the indnerimate 
nlnoghtnr of calves that was taking plane nnder Control, 
and pointed out how serious it was for the future of the 
meat industry. With de-control the prices paid by 
retail traders have more than doubled, and this addsj 
one more danger to our supply, for if breeders and! 
feeders can realise 2s. per lb. for them, the temptation 
to sell is too big a test, and the last state of our herds 
will he even worse than we anticipated. It is idle to 
blame the farmer and talk about his greed, etc. It is 
the butchers’ fault, for they make the price, to the 
entire satisfaction of the seller. Will we as a trade 
never learn ” 1 ” 

The following intimation appears in the daily press 
of Jooe 20:— 

“ Calves, which ought to have been kept for rearing, 
have been sold in large quantities for slaughter. This 
has given grave concern to the Board of Agriculture, 
and the Food Controller, after very careful considera¬ 
tion, and with the concurrence of the Board of Agricul¬ 


ture, has re-impoeed maximum retail prism for veal 
These prices will, until further notice, be the same as 
those in force up to May 31. The new Order, which 
does not apply to Ireland, will come into force on Monday. 

Registration to Continue 

As a result of the recent drought and its detrimental 
effect on the fattening of livestock, there is & danger of 
the amount of meat available for consumption bring 
restricted, and the Food Ministry has accordingly de¬ 
cided that the registration of customers with retailers 
for butcher’s meat, which it had been hoped to abolish 
on June 30th must continue.” 


At the sale of Lord Rayleigh’s Friesian cattle, the 
bull “ Levenham Janus,” 2$ years, made 3600 guineas, 
and a cow, “Jeltye,” six years old, 5300 guineas. 
Eighty animals realised 22090 guineas. 


Claim for value of a Horse. 

Kicked, or struck by Lightning ? 

At the Carnarvonshire Assizes on Tuesday, Mr. 
Justice Avory and Jrnry heard an action brought by 
Evan Thomas, farmer, “Tan-y-dderwen,” Llanddein- 
iolen, against Grace Roberts, “ Braieh Riffri’’ in the aawe 
parish, claiming £150, being the valne of a none alleged 
to have been killed by a ferocious stallion which had 
trespassed from the defendant’s land on to the plaintiffs 

Mr. Artemns Jones, K.C., and Mr. T. E. Morris 
(instructed by Mr. Richard Roberta) appeared for tha 
plaintiff, and Sir Ellis Griffith, k.c., and Mr. Austin 
Jones (instructed by Mr. Thornton Jomb) for the 
defendant. 

The plaintiff, Evan Thomas, said he had been oftred 
£150 for the horse. He was all right the night before. 
He had offered to settle with the defendant, but she 
refused, because Mr. Trevor Williams had told her thst 
the gelding had died as the result of lightning going up 
its nostril and fracturing the skull. 

Richard Thomas, son of the plaintiff, said he turned 
the horse into the field on the night of the 11th Sept., 
and it was alright when he saw it at 11.30 that night 
Early the following morning he saw a stallion in the 
field, and some distance away was their horse lying 
dead. 

Cross-examined: Witness said that he did not hear 
any thunder nor did he see any lightning the previous 
night after he turned the horse into the field. 

Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.r.c.v.8., Carnarvon, said 
when he examined the horse he saw thirteen marks 00 
the horse’s side, and they appeared to him to be bite 
marks and there were five or six marks on the other 
side. He made a post-mortem examination and found 
all the organs healthy. He then decided to defer the 
remainder of his examination until the following day, 
and get a knacker to skin the horse, and then examine 
the skull and spinal cord. When he got home he phoned 
to Mr. Trevor Williams to ask him to meet him the 
following day to complete the examination, as he wanted 
to do justice to both parties. The following day Mr. 
Trevor Williams, instead of meeting him at the 
plaintiff’s farm, went to defendant’s farm. After waiting 
a while he went to defendant’s place and found Mr. 
Williams examining the stallion. On the way to 

laintiff’s farm Mr. Williams said “No doubt this 

orse was killed by lightning.” They both proceeded 
with the post-mortem. The head was Bkinnea. There 
was a fracture of the skull, and Mr. Trevor Williams 
agreed that that was the cause of death. It was a 
depressed fracture, and there was a good deal of congest¬ 
ion of the parts immediately under it. There would be 
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less likelihood of haemorrhage because death was instant¬ 
aneous. 

Cross-examined by Sir Ellis Griffith : After seeing the 
dead horse he telephoned to Mr. Trevor Williams at 
Llangefni, as he eould not make out the cause of death 
at the time. He (Mr. Lloyd) ultimately came to the 
conclusion that the horse died from shock following 
concussion. He was of opinion that the blow could not 
have been inflicted after the horse’s death. The marks 
on the horse were bites. 

Mr. R. Jones, m.r.c.v.s., Towyn, Merioneth, said he 
saw the dead horse on September 15th, 1918. He found 
teeth marks on the skin. He was of opinion that death 
was due to shock caused by fracture. 

Cross-examined, witness admitted that the blow 
might have been inflicted either by a horse or through 
human agency. There were thirteen marks on one side 
of the horse and six on the other. In his opinion light¬ 
ning was an impossible cause of death. If the horse 
had been struck by lightning decomposition would 
have set in at once. He never saw a case of this kind 
before. 

Mr. David Evans, m.r.c.v.b., Llanrwst, corroborated 
the two last witnesses. 

J. Morris Williams, a neighbouring farmer, said he 
valued the dead horse at £150. 

R Jones said he lived near the plaintiffs and defend¬ 
ant’s farms. He was also of opinion that the horse was 
worth about £150. 

Dr. Taylor Jones, Professor of Physics at the Bangor 
University College, said lightning might cause fracture, 
but in that case it would leave a mark on the skin. If 
lightning had gone up one nostril and came out through 
the other, it would have left a mark. 

The Defence. 

Sir Ellis Griffith for the Defence, said that there was 
a violent thunder storm on the night the horse was 
killed. Mr. Wynn Lloyd went to the defendant’s house 
but never said a word about the horse having been killed 
as the result of a kick. Mr. Lloyd [made notes at the 
time but those notes could not now be found. They 
ought to have been in the possession of the solicitor for 
plaintiff. There was no mention of horse bites in those 
notes from beginning to end. Mr. Lloyd had a consulta¬ 
tion with Mr. Trevor Williams. The latter suggested 
that the horse had been killed by lightning. 

Miss Grace Roberts, the Defendant, said the Plaintiff 
came to her about the dead*horse. He said her stallion 
had killed his horse, and he was not going to stand the 
loss. There was a heavy thunder storm the previous 
night and she suggested that Mr. Wynn Lloyd should 
examine the dead horse to ascertain the cause of death. 
When Mr. Lloyd saw it, he said that fever or illness 
was not the cause of death, and that it might perhaps 
take a month to ascertain the cause. 

Cross-examined: Witness said that if Mr.Lloyd said her 
stallion killed defendant’s horse, she would coverthe loss. 

John Jones, Bailiff at the defendant’s farm, said there 
was a heavy thunder storm on the night the horse was 
killed. 

C. J. Rawles, Electrician in the employ of the L. & 
N. W. Ry. Co., said be was called to duty at Ponthry- 
thallt Station on the night in question on account of the 
thunder storm having caused the wires to fuse. 

Griffith Jones “ Wern Fawr ” Llanddeiniolan said he 
saw no teeth marks on the dead horse. 

Cross-examined: Witness admitted there had been 
complaints concerning the viciousness of the stallion. 
His mare had been bitten by him once. 

William Parry who was at the time a farm servant in 
the employ of defendant, said he came in late on the 


evening the horse was killed. It was raining hard at 
the time, and on account of the storm he had to dis¬ 
mount from his bicycle. 

Mr. Trevor Williams, m.r.c.v.s., Llangefni, said Mr. 
Wynn Lloyd consulted him as to the death of the 
plaintiff’s horse. He suggested to Mr. Lloyd that it 
might have been a flash of lightning that killed the 
horse He was the first to notice the depression on the 
dead animal’s forehead. The skin haa been removed 
by then. He saw no trace of nasal hemorrhage. It was 
that same day (at the Assize) he first heard of horse 
bites. He saw three cattle which had been killed by 
lightning some time ago at Llanfechell. There were no 
marks at all on two of them. The latter might have 
been in the open fields at the time. There was a thunder 
storm on the night in queston. 

By the Judge: He was of opinion that the stallion 
could not have kicked the horse on the forehead unless 
someone held it down. 

The Judge: You are not to answer my question in 
that flippant manner. I asked a scientific question to a 
scientific man. 

Witness (continuing) was of opinion that a fracture 
by a direct blow was impossible only through the agency 
of lightning. The dead horse had an enlarged heart. 

The case was adjourned until Wednesday. 

On Wednesday morning Mr. Trevor Williams said 
that it was lightning in his opinion that had killed the 
horse. 

Mr. Hugh Williams, m.r.c.v.s. ? Ty Croes, said he saw 
the dead horse. It had been skinned by then. It had 
an enlarged heart. He saw no signs of a horse having 
crossed tne ditch from one field to another. He agreed 
that death might have been caused by lightning. If it 
had received a blow on its head there would have been 
haemorrhage. The fracture might have been caused 
after death. 

By His Lordship: The parts immediately under the 
fracture contain no blood vessels but are very vascular. 

Mr. John Matthews, m.r.c.v.8., Anglesey, thought it 
was very improbable that the horse had been kicked on 
the head. 

By His Lordship : Shock caused the concussion and 
fractured the skull. 

Do animals suffer from shock ? I cannot answer your 
Lordship. 

Mr. R. M. Mallocb, m.r.c.v.s. (Retired) of Kirkby 
Stephen, said he had made a special study of animals 
that had been killed by lightning. He had written a 
book on the subject but it could not be printed now 
owing to shortage of paper. He had seen a great 
number of animals which had been killed by lightning. 
Many had marks on them and others were without 
marks. He believed the horse in question was killed 
by lightning. He did not agree tnat immediate de¬ 
composition followed death by lightning. 

Mr. W. Griffith Williams, Architect, Bangor, said he 
visited the fields in question and produced a plan which 
he had made of the spot where it was alleged the 
stallion bad crossed from one field to another. The 
wire-netting had been clean cut by an instrument. 

The Plaintiff, recalled, said it was quite untrue that 
the wire had been cut by him or by his instructions. 

After Sir Ellis Griffith and Mr. Artemus Jones had 
addressed the Jury, the Judge summed up, and said that 
a good deal had been said as to how the stallion got into 
plaintiff’s field. It matters nothing how he got there if 
in fact he was there, which fact was not disputed. If 
then he was there, he was trespassing. The Jury had 
heard the evidence of Mr. Wynn Lloyd, which was con¬ 
sistent and straightforward, and though he was subject¬ 
ed to very severe cross-examination by Sir Ellis Griffith, 
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he never wavered. A good deal had been made of the 
fact that Mr. Wynn Lloyd had not designated the marks 
on the skin “bitemarks” in his original notes. This, 
as a matter of fact, shewed to him (His Lordship) that 
he was impartial. Mr. O. T. Williams, on the other 
haul, repeatedly contradicted himself on material 
points. He first said that the fracture of the skull had 
nothing to do with the death of the horse. Then he said 
that the fracture was caused in a miraculous way by 
lightning, and further, he suggested that it was done 
after the death of the animal. He again maintained 
that the stallion could not strike a direct blow with his 
fore foot on the horse’s horehead which is perpendicular. 
A good deal was made of this point by the learned 
Counsel for the Defence. What m fact is the position 
of the horse’s head when the animal is at liberty ? It is 
never perpendicular except when held in that position 
by. a bearing-rein. The position at liberty assumes a 
forward slope from the forehead towards the nose. In 
this position it can be readily understood that a direct 
blow could be inflicted by the stallion’s fore foot. To 
deny this shewed to him that Mr. Williams was ignorant 
of the rudiments of dynamics. Mr. Williams swore that 
the stallion was not capable of rearing in order to strike 
the horse, but it was proved that he had done his duty 
as a sire that season. Mr. Trevor Williams said that the 
gelding had an enlarged heart but this was not corrobor¬ 
ated by the other witnesses. Science may carry one too 
far. Let me give you an illustration. A man is found 
dead with a bullet wound through the head. The as¬ 
sassin is found standing by with a revolver in his hand. 
Half-a-dozen doctors are called to prove that the dead 
man had a diseased heart and that the very sight of a 


pistol pointed at him would be sufficient to cause him 
to fall down dead. Could any Jury be found foolish 
enough to say that the assailant was not guilty of 
murder? The expert evidence for the Defence was 
speculative. It was claimed that the horse must have 
been struck by lightning though the witnesses for the 
Defence admitted in cross-examination that the usual 
signs were absent, except that the carcase had decom¬ 
posed four days after death. This statement even was 
emphatically denied by expert witnesses for the plaintiff. 
Mr. Williams admitted there were a few marks on both 
sides of the dead horse. He thought they were caused 
by the horse falling dead in the field. Now the horse 
could not have fallen on both sides. 

The Jury, after consultation, returned a verdict for 
the plaintiff for the full amount of £150 and costa. 

His Lordship gave judgement for this amount with 
costs. 


Charge of cruelty at Greenwich: 

“Cast” Army Horse. 

During the hearing of a charge at Greenwich Police 
Court on Tuesday, 17th inst. of working a horse in an 
unfit state state, Mr. M. G. Byerley, f.r.c.v.s., said the 
animal was branded with a “ C,” which indicated that 
it was an Army “ cast ” horse, and so was useless. 

Mr. Hay Halkett (the magistrate):—Then why does 
the Government sell it and so encourage cruelty 1 

Mr. Byerley said the public were misled iuto suppos¬ 
ing that these horses were useful, and it was a practice 
which was both cruel and cowardly. The Remount 
Department was responsible .—The Times . 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. | 

Cases | 
Confrmd 

& II 

.Q< 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

<*>) 

Swine Fever. 

1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Out- 1 
breaks 
(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

| Out¬ 
breaks 

(b) 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 
breaks ' 

(4 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. * 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended June 14 

/ 1918 

Corresponding 1 1Q17 

week in | 

5 






1 

1 1 

100 

217 


61 

20 



3 

5 

10 

3 

5 

11 



2 

1 

7 

1 

87 

38 

29 

171 

66 

86 

4 

3 

46 

58 

121 

22 

25 

358 

Total for 24 weeks, 1919 

Corresponding ( jq}® 

period in | jg 16 

1109 

! 3 

91 

121 

19 

154 

14 

10 

3278 

6475 

213 

850 

345 


r" 

138 

285 

301 

155 

321 

357 

1 

24 

18 

13 

24 

51 

24 

65 

2848 

1505 

1431 

5445 

3041 

3355 

240 

378 

173 

610 

1313 

2399 

213 

552 

7540 


( 1 ) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities t Counties affected, animal" attacked London 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 17, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 









Outbreaks 




IRELAND. Week ended June 7 

... 

V 

... 

... 



5 


... 

... 

f 1918 ... 

• •• l 

... 

• •• 

##i 

• • • 

... 

l 

3 

1 

HI 

Corresponding Week in -[ 1917 ... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

4 


( 1916 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

8 

R2L J 

Total for 23 weeks, 1919 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

' 1 

79 

150 

18 

59 

f 1918 ... 

1 

i 1 

• •• 

... 

n 

1 

69 

167 

8 

28 

Corresponding period in -j 1917 ... 

3 

5 

... 

... 

89 

HI 

24 

214 

130 

881 

1 1916 ... 

2 

! 6 

... 

• •• 



31 

214 

139 

731 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 9, 1919 
Note.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
















a Meefcl? 3ournal for tbe profession 

Founded by William Hunting, f.b.o.v.b. 


No. 1616. JUNE 28, 1919. Vol. XXXI. 


Professional Organisation. 

The present position and needs of the profession 
have been discussed briskly for some months past; 
and some accord has been reached on at least two 
points. It is generally agreed that veterinary 
surgeons are too “ apathetic,” and there is a further 
recognition of a need for professional organisation 
and combination. The former is an old and just 
complaint; and if it could be remedied, organisa¬ 
tion and combination would be a simple matter. 
A few men have already provided us with excellent 
machinery for organisation and combination ; the 
problem to-day is to induce our members to make 
use of it. 

We have an internal political constitution which, 
from its arrangements empowering us to manage 
our own affairs by a Council of our own election 
annually susceptible to our influence, may fairly be 
callpd an ideal scheme of self-government. Doubt¬ 
less it has often worked unsatisfactorily; but, when 
it has done so, the fault has been in the men work¬ 
ing it, not in the system. It has always been 
difficult to foous the attention of the electorate upon 
a test question sufficiently closely to get a straight 
vote on it; and many a practitioner to-day is so far 
from appreciating his right of annually voting for a 
quarter of the Council that he is attracted by the 
idea of limiting his vote to one or two members to 
represent his own district. The only thing to be 
said against our political constitution is that so far 
it has been too good for us. The profession as a 
whole has never learned bow to use it. 

A more recently created but equally admirable 
machine for dealing with practically all professional 
matters not governed by the Council is the 
“ National ” with its affiliated local branohes. In 
its present form it became available so shortly 
before the war that we have not yet had the chance 
of making real use of it. The chance is ooming 
now, but are we likely to take it ? One essential 
to the effective use of the “ National” is that its 
local branches should be well manned by members, 
and that those members generally should take an 
active interest in both local branch and central 
body. At present, many members are outside all 

S rofessional associations, and many of those who 
o join one take only very slight interest in it. The 
profession must break with one of the worst of its 
old traditions before the “ National” can become 
the power for good it might be. 

Speaking broadly, veterinary surgeons have not 
yet learned to think collectively. Machinery for 
collective deliberation and action as good as that 
possessed by any profession lies ready to their 
hands, and most of them never think of using it. 
The present need seems to be for an educative 
propaganda within the profession. 


NOTES ON 

A GERMAN VETERINARY HOSPITAL. 

I met recently a farmer’s son who is an N. D. A. 
of the Harris Institute, Preston, who had been a 
prisoner of war in Germany for twelve months, 
and this account was given to me by him. 

When he first joined the army he was in the 
R.A.V.C. but being a class “A” man was trans¬ 
ferred to the infantry, and whilst with them he was 
taken prisoner. 

Amongst his occupations whilst in their hands he 
was attached to a German Veterinary Hospital at 
Tournai, Belgium. This hospital was in the 
Cavalry Barracks of that town, and although he 
was somewhat restricted in his movements about 
the place, he reckoned that it had accommodation 
for about 600 animals. The major part of the 
work was done by Belgian civilians: very few 
Germans were employed, except the staff—the 
guards and the N.C.Os. 

The English prisoners varied from 15 to 50, and 
were mostly employed in the Remounts Transport 
stables. The stable routine was as follows :—First 
feed, 6 to 7 a.m. and comprised both corn and hay. 
The stables were provided with hay racks but these 
were not used, as the hay was thrown on the floor. 
8 a.m. water, afterwards grooming. 11 a.m. corn 
feed. 2 p.m. water and then exercise. 5 p.m. corn, 
hay, water; and that concluded the day’s routine. 

The three corn feeds consisted of a mixture of 
tailed wheat, rye, and crushed maize 21b. Dried 
vegetables (chiefly swedes) £lb. made up with chaff, 
which was mostly straw soaked in molasses ? The 
dried vegetables, unless previously soaked in water, 
(two handfuls to a bucketful of water) had a 
tendency to cause colic, the treatment of which 
consisted of a drink and then a run round the yard. 

A compressed food which was brought to the 
hospital in half-owt. paper bags, was also used ; it 
appeared to be oats and rye—probably the screen¬ 
ings from the flour mills. The hay varied greatly 
in quality; sometimes it was very good and at 
other times very bad. The bedding was peat-moss 
litter and there appeared to be no restrictions as to 
the quantity used. 

This particular soldier often assisted in the oper¬ 
ating theatre in the casting of the animals, and said 
the building was a large one and very well equipped. 
There was a Dollar’s operating table with a padded 
Bide, but most of the cases were cast with hobbles. 
There was not much chloroform used—mostly 
cocaine ; but when used it was poured on to a pad of 
papier-machi —this being their substitute for cotton 
wool—and this was placed in the bottom of an iron 
stable bucket. The latter was then slipped over 
the horse’s mouth and nostils, including both jaws, 
then a blanket covered the horse’s head. 









488 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 28, 1919 


There were three veterinary officers at this hospi¬ 
tal, but most of the operating was done by a young 
surgeon. For fistulous withers his favourite treat¬ 
ment was setoning. An operation at which this 
soldier assisted was that of nymphomania in a 
mare. A stallion and this mare were both cast at 
the same time and a freshly extracted testicle from 
the stallion was sewn into a wound made in the 
mare’s neck. This was left there for about ten days 
and then removed. The wound in the neck took 
about a month to heal; and the soldier informs me 
that the mare was afterwards discharged cured. 

In June and July, 1918, many castrations of 
Belgian stallions took place. The instrument used 
was the emasculator. They were all cast, but no 
chloroform was used, and one morning he assisted 
in the throwing of 14 animals. 

For laminitis he saw tried a shoe one inch thiok 
which covered all the foot except the frog, but he 
says it had no effect on the animals. 

Belgian civilians did most of the wound dressing, 
and the standard dressing used was known as 
“ goat ” and which had the colour of an indelible 
pencil. 

In dressing wounds very little water was used. 

There were very few mules in that hospital and 
those they had were captured from us. 

Skin cases were washed in a weak solution of 
disinfectant somewhat resembling our coal-tar 
preparations. 


The operation for nymphomania appears to be 
quite unique as I cannot find any such thing sug¬ 
gested in the English and American text books on 
Burgery. I fail too see how it can have any desired 
effect on the mare. Also the wound in the neck 
took a month to heal, which is a consideration 
when mares can be fit to work in a week after the 
ordinary operation of “ spaying.” 

G. C. Lancaster, k.r.c.v.s. 

Burnley, Lancs. 


LINCOLNSHIRE AND DISTRICT 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch.! 

The Annual Meeting was held at the Angel Hotel, 
Peterborough, on Thursday, June 12th. The President, 
Mr. C. W. Townsend, f.r.c.v.s., Long Stanton, in the 
chair ; there were also present Mr. H. H. Truman, 
March, Vice-President; Messrs. T. B. Bindloss, Long 
Sutton ; F. L. Gooch, Stamford; R. W. Knowles, Wis¬ 
bech ; G. Lockwood, Peterborough ; A. Lennox, Crow- 
land; H. H. Nicholls, Oundle ; J. H. Poles, Whittlesey ; 
T. A. Rudkin, Grantham ; E. Porter-Smith, Lincoln ; 
with Mr. T. Hicks, Sleaford, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer. 

The Secretary read several letters of apology. Mr. 
Trevor Spencer wrote that he could not attend but he 
hoped they would renew their kind invitation to the 
next meeting at Peterborough. Similar apologies were 
received from Mr. W. W. Grasby, Daventry and Mr. T. 
Holmes, Bourne, (Vice-Presidents), and Mr. T. J. Keall, 
Gainsborough. 

Delegates to Congress of Sanitary Institute. 

An invitation was received to send delegates from the 
Society to the Congress of the Sanitary Institute at 


Newcastle. The President and Secretary were nominat¬ 
ed, and eventually it was agreed to leave the matter to 
the them as to which should attend. 

Later in the meeting Mr. Gooch emphasised the im¬ 
portance of the Society being represented, and said he 
should be present in a private capacity. It was under¬ 
stood that in the event of the President and Secretary 
being unable to go, Mr. Gooch would be able to represent 
the Society, and that the expenses of the delegates would 
be paid by the Society. 

Subscriptions. The Secretary suggested that it was 
not quite right to ask the members to pay their subscrip¬ 
tions for the two years of 1917-18, during which there 
had been no meetings. A few had already paid, how¬ 
ever. 

Mr. Truman asked what was the state of the funds. 

The Secretary said the Society was in a good position 
as regards its financial aspect. He had £43 in hand. 

The Chairman said even from 1914 to 1916 the 
meetings, owing to the war, were poorly attended, and 
that during this period several members had been away 
on active service. 

After some discussion Mr. Truman moved that the 
fees for the two years 1917-18 be not paid. 

Mr. Poles seconded and the resolution was carried. 

The President : We pay for 1916 and for 1919 but 
not for the years 1917-18 ! 

Mr. Gooch said in some societies no subscriptions 
were drawn from men during the time they haa been 
serving in the army. Of course some are still serving 
and not yet returned. 

The President: We have a total of 18 members ^fho 
have served with the A.V.C. during the war. 

It was agreed that as all would benefit by the resolu¬ 
tion just passed, no further alteration be made. 

Sympathy. The Secretary said he had received a 
letter from Mr. J. Mackinder of Peterboro* (who had 
severed his connection in practice) sending in his 
resignation. 

Mr. Gooch proposed that the Secretary ask Mr. 
Mackinder to reconsider it. Mr. Truman seconded and 
the meeting agreed. 

Mr. Lockwood said he did not know if the meeting 
were aware that Mr. Mackinder had recently had the 
misfortune to loBe his wife. He suggested that a letter 
of sympathy be sent. 

The members rose to signify their agreement with the 
proposal. 

The President said unfortunately several members 
of the Society had died during the last few years. 
Owing to the Secretary being then away on active service, 
and no meetings held, the usual letters of sympathy had 
not been sent in all cases. He proposed that letters of 
sympathy be sent to the relatives of the following with 
an explanation as to why they had not been sent 
before :—Mrs. T. N. Clarke, Newmarket; Mrs. A. R. 
Routledge, Louth ; Mrs. R. W. Clarke, Wragby ; Mrs. 
B. A. Searby, Ramsey. 

Mr. Rudkin seconded, and the resolution was carried, 
the meeting standing. 

New Member. Mr. A. S. Leese, of Stamford, was 
elected a member of the Society on the nomination of 
I Mr. Gooch, seconded by the Secretary. 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen, This is the first meeting this Association 
has held since the conclusion of hostilities, and I can 
assure those members here to-day, that it is a great 
pleasure to me to once more have the opportunity of 
presiding, and being back with you again after a period 
of nearly five years. 

This Association, like many more of the smaller Vet¬ 
erinary Association in this country, reluctantly decided, 
at the meeting held at Grantham, in February 1916, that 



June 28, igig 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


489 


owing to military circumstances and to the fact that 
many of its members were serving in His Majesty's 
Forces, it was then practically useless to continue our 
meetings. 

We must congratulate ourselves, for the long looked 
for peace is now in sight, I think I may say, sooner than 
some of us at one time anticipated, and this association 
is now able to resume its usual meetings, 1 trust with 
more vigour and keenness than before. The attendances 
of members in the past has been far from what it ought 
to be, our meetings are only held three times in the 
twelve months, I know it is frequently difficult to attend 
regularly when one is single-handed, as many of us are, 
but I feel sure that more members could attend if they 
tried. The district covered by the Association is situated 
in one of the best and most important agricultural 
parts of England ; we seldom see one another except at 
our meetings, and surely one of the chief objects or our 
various associations is to enable veterinary surgeons to 
meet together, thereby promoting good feeling and 
fellowship, at the same time discussing our views on 
veterinary topics and matters pertaining to our own 
welfare and also those relating to the profession in 
general. 

On looking through the last five years, many changes 
have occurred. We have all had our troubles to meet, 
many of us who have been abroad have passed through 
and experienced many anxious months during what may 
be described one of the biggest struggles in the world’s 
history. Those of you who for various reasons were 
compelled to remain at home to “carry on” and look 
after the interests of stockowners and agriculturists 
have also undoubtedly had numerous difficulties and 
hardships to undergo, and many weary months of wait¬ 
ing and wondering when the war would end; gentlemen 
it nas ended, and with the coming of peace, many changes 
and difficulties confront us. There is not the least doubt 
that this country is passing through a very serious crisis, 
and our profession like every other trade and calling 
will, I feel sure, have innumerable difficulties to face in 
the near future. 

Personally I do not think we as a profession have 
much to fear. I, unlike many, am not pessimistic. I 
maintain that our abilities are gradually becoming re¬ 
cognised by the general public ; our social status has 
made considerable improvement in the last few years, 
and I have every reason to think this will be maintained 
and upheld. At the same time I consider openings and 
opportunities present themselves now which will in¬ 
crease our work and recognition in many ways in the 
near future. 

As regards the work done by the A.V.C. during the 
past war, in my opinion seldom before ha sour profession 
had such a splendid opportunity of actually demonstrat¬ 
ing to the general public what we can do when given a 
free hand. In the army we had this opportunity. Our 
advice upon the health of animals was not only eagerly 
sought after, but always acted upon, and I consider that 
throughout the war our corps did most excellent work : 
it is no doubt owing to them that mortality and animal 
wastage was always kept so low. Never before have 
we had so many animals under our care. When one 
remembers that in peace time the total number of horses 
in the army was roughly 19,000, whereas at the conclu¬ 
sion of hostilities it approached something like 750,000 
animals, and that losses from all causes was under 12%, 
it gives some idea of the way the horses were looked 
after, and at the same time does, I maintain, reflect great 
credit upon the A.V.C. Moreover, judging from the 
remarks of Mai.-Genl. Birkbeck, Director of Remounts, 
this branch also appreciated our work, for he states 
that the veterinary surgeons had established an un¬ 
exampled veterinary service, and that our preventive 
hygiene was beyond all criticism; whilst in hospital 


installation, aided by the R.S.P.C.A., our work was 
beyond all praise. Such remarks as these coming from 
an important Government official can scarcely escape 
the notice of the general public, who I vouchsafe will 
not be slow in realising the good work done by our pro¬ 
fession during the war. It is also indeed most gratify¬ 
ing to see that His Majesty The King has honoured our 
profession by granting to the A.V.C, the prefix “ Royal,” 
in acknowledgement of good work done by the corps in 
various theatres of war. 

Personally, I think the profession as a whole was most 
patriotic in joining the army, for we are told that out of 
a total of 3000 veterinary surgeons in the (Jnited King- 
dom ? over 1200 were employed in the A.V.C. either in a 
civilian or military capacity. Even our own little asso¬ 
ciation provided 19 out of a total of 48 members. If, 
therefore, one realises the comparative small numbers of 
veterinary surgeons serving m the regular A.V.C. in 
peace time, and compares it with the numbers that 
assisted in carrying on the tremendous work during the 
war, one can then see how the civilian veterinary sur¬ 
geon quickly came to the rescue ; and there is not the 
least doubt that the excellent results obtained were due 
in no small measure to the valuable help given by many 
of the elder civilian veterinary surgeons, who willingly 
left their practices, and assisted in carrying on the work 
of the A.V.C. I hope that some members of this society 
who served in the various theatres of war, will at some 
future time come forward and give us papers on experi¬ 
ences gained, for on account of the large numbers of 
animals, one had to deal with diseases on a scale that 
one seldom meets with in private practice. 

A disease I would like to see more fully investigated 
is specific ophthalmia, which, during the last three 
years of the war was the cause of much blindness, and 
on account of very little being definitely known until 
recently as to its cause and treatment, one could not do 
much in preventing its occurrence. Personally I con¬ 
sider this disease was the cause of greater financial loss 
than any other met with in France during the war. 

Other important Questions that confront us at the 
present time are the old ones of College funds, contagious 
diseases and research work, Ministry of Public Health 
Bill, Milk Bill, Present scale of fees, Work of the 
Council, Animal Anaesthetics Bill, all of which I think 
you will agree are matters of great importance, I pro- 
p< se to briefly refer to them all, and as we have no 
aper to be read at this meeting, I ao not think we can 
etter occupy our time here to-day than to ask those 
members present to give us their views and opinions 
upon some of the items I have just mentioned, all of 
which have been much discussed in the various veter¬ 
inary periodicals during the last few months. 

With regard to the question of college funds, we all 
know that our College has had to carry on its work in 
spite of great financial difficulties for many years past, 
owing to its main source of income being derived from 
students’ fees. The number of students during the past 
ten years has gradually decreased until the College is 
now on the verge of bankruptcy. Surely this state of 
affairs cannot continue; help must come from some¬ 
where, and the question arises as to where and by what 
means this help has to come. I maintain that we have 
been self-supporting long enough, and that it is now the 
duty of the State to come forward and give us their 
assistance. At the same time I feel sure that neither 
the State nor the general public sufficiently realise our 
true state of affairs, nor do they appreciate the im¬ 
portance and extent of our work. If this is so it behoves 
each one of us to demonstrate this in every possible way. 

In the past the veterinary profession have done ex¬ 
cellent work for the agriculturists of this country, in 
the eradication of contagious diseases, many of which 
are now non-existent here, owing entirely to our work. 
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There are several diseases—Contagious abortion, Joint- 
ill, swine fever, Influenza, Tuberculosis, Helminthiasis, 
and others I could mention—all of which are still the 
cause of great annual financial loss to this country, and 
which afford ample scope for further investigation. The 
whole question as to whether sufficient research work is 
being carried on in connection with control and eradica¬ 
tion of contagious diseases at present existing in this 
country has lately been much discussed in our Vet¬ 
erinary Journals, and judging by present statistics I, 
personally, feel sure that given increased financial 
assistance—which would mean the employment of more 
officers, much better results would be obtained, and that 
the whole country would benefit thereby. Our work 
has been, and always will be, closely connected with the 
agricultural industry of this country and when we hear 
so much of what the Government is going to do for 
agriculture we can only hope that the important part 
the Veterinary profession has played in the past will 
not be lost sight of, and that ample funds will be 
allocated to us for carrying on work which we are only 
too willing to do if given sufficient means. It is, I 
consider, up to every one of us to bring to the notice of 
prominent agriculturists aDd public bodies, such as 
farmers’ unions, agricultural committees, even our 
members of parliament, that the control of contagious 
disease in animals is due entirely to the work of our 
profession, and furthermore that, since many of the 
contagious diseases in animals are directly transmissible 
u) man, it is of the utmost importance that we should 
be ably and fully represented in all matters 'connected 
with public health. I consider that in many instances 
this is not the case. Meat inspection, 1 maintain, should 
be done only by qualified veterinary surgeons ; yet at 
the present time, except in some of the largest towns 
thiB is not the case, this subject is a matter that the 
profession might once again take up. Several years ago 
this matter was discussed but nothing definite came of 
it ; surely our knowledge of the pathology of animals 
specially fit us for this work. 

With regard to the Ministry of Public Health Bill we 
are told by the Council that they are fully alive to the 
importance of the Bill and that in the interests of our 
rofession it is being carefully watched ; it is therefore 
oped that when this and other legislative measures at 
present before Parliament become law our profession 
will obtain proper recognition in all advisory and ad¬ 
ministrative matters to which our special training 
entitles us. 

Just now there seems to be a lot of needless criticism 
and grievances with regard to our present Council and 
the work they have done. Personally, I think one must 
look upon this as a good sign, for it shows that the pro¬ 
fession is taking an interest in matters pertaining to 
its welfare. The Council, like other public bodies has 
had to carry on amidst many difficulties ; it has also 
been undoubtedly hampered by lack of funds : this 
difficulty will, we hope, be overcome when the new 
Annual Fee Bill comes into force and should be the 
means of enabling the Council to assist us in many 
matters which without necessary funds it is unable to 
do. One knows that the work involved by any public 
calling is frequently an unenviable task and associated 
with much comment, but, when one considers the 
amount of time the doings of the Council involves and 
the work they have done we have a great deal to be 
thankful for, and particularly is our present President 
to be thanked for his energy and splendid work and the 
great interest displayed at all times in furthering the 
progress of our profession. 

Whether our present system in the selection of mem¬ 
bers of Council could be improved upon, if election on 
the Parliamentary plan by splitting up the profession 
into divisions were adopted, is a question : this might 


ossibly be a more popular method, but on the other 
and the important point is ; would it be the means of 
obtaining better men 1 Personally I doubt if this 
would be so. By the present system, each candidate 
appeals to the whole profession and has the satisfaction 
of knowing that if elected it is by votes coming from 
veterinary surgeons all over the Kingdom ; this could 
not be said if district representation were adopted. 

An important question that behoves us to carefully 
consider is the one of a scale of fees, but since this is on 
the agenda, I will only briefly remark upon it. I think 
it is impossible to establish a uniform scale of fees 
throughout the country, as to coverall the requirements 
of general practice, on account of condition varying so 
much in different districts. We all realise that a con¬ 
siderable increase in the ordinary fees must be made ; 
and I think that even in general practice a more uniform 
acale of fees could be adopted. The only way of doing 
this, so far as I see, is for neighbouring practitioners in 
any district to confer together and agree mutually among 
themselves. As regards our fee for work in special 
branches—Insurance fees, Town Councils, County 
Councils, it would be much more satisfactory if uniform¬ 
ity couid be adopted, it has already been done by many 
Societies, and it is now up to this Society to do likewise. 

There are other matters connected with the future of 
our profession which one would like to comment upon— 
Petrol for veterinary surgeons at cost price, Animal 
Anaesthetics Bill, Compulsory Examination and Regis¬ 
tration of Farriers’ Bill, The question of whole or part 
time inspectors for contagious diseases ; however, I feel 
I have taken up quite sufficient of your time to-day. I 
have endeavoured to give you as shortly as possible 
some opinion I hold as regards our future prospects. 
We, as a profession have made much progress, by our 
united efforts I feel sure this will continue ; but I sin¬ 
cerely trust we shall obtain in the near future from the 
State the assistance we deserve, by which, not only the 
profession but the country as a whole would be 
oenefitted. 

It was decided to defer discussion of items referred to 
in the President’s address, until next meeting, but one 
or two subjects were touched upon. 

Mr. Gooch said the President had referred to the fact 
that the A.V.C. had not been given credit by the public 
for the work they had done. There was a lot said in The 
Times recently about the Remount Department, but 
no reference to the Veterinary services. 

Mr. Porter-Smith said the prices made by the 
horses sold out of the army showed how well they had 
been kept. 

Mr. Gooch said the question of the College funds 
came home to everyone. If it were not supported, there 
soon would not be a College. They ought to try and 
use their influence to get State help. They had help in 
Ireland, but not in England. Then in regard to meat 
and market inspection—how many markets were in¬ 
spected ? 

The Secretary said that Sleaford market was not. 

Mr. Gooch said there was not one in Kesteven that was. 

Mr. Porter-Smith : If Sleaford were inspected it 
would not be passed. 

Mr. Rudkin : I inspect Grantham market 

Mr. Gooch said he only referred to County markets, 
not Boroughs. The Society of Meat Inspectors was 
holding a meeting at Newcastle, and that also should 
be supported. The work of inspection should be in the 
hands of veterinary surgeons. At the present time it 
was in the hands of doctors or laymen. 

Election op Opfiosrs. 

The President asked for suggestions on the election 
of officers. 
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Mr. Gooch said that they should ask the present 
officers to continue until the next Annual General Meet¬ 
ing (normally held in February). 

Mr. Rudkin said they were greatly obliged to their 
officers who had been serving, for what they had done 
for their country, and if they would continue to act for 
the Association they would be glad to have them. 
The suggestion was embodied in a resolution and carried. 

The President thanked the meeting. He looked on 
it as a great honour that they should re-elect him. Those 
who had had the honour and pleasure of serving in the 
forces abroad had had anxious times, but when they 
came home on leave, they saw that those at home had 
difficulties and hardships to undergo. He had always 
done his best in the past to further the interests of the 
Association, it was always a pleasure to attend their 
meetings. He asked for the support of the members, 
and above all for better attendances in future. 

The Secretary also thanked the meeting, though he 
had intended asking them to let him resign. He had 
been in office 16 years, and was getting older--(laughter) 
—at least older in business, and busier, but he would 
struggle on for another year. 

A Scale op Fees. 

The remaining item on the agenda was as to the 
arranging of a scale of fees for veterinary inspection and 
other duties, and the members gave some of their experi¬ 
ences with regard to the matter. 

Mr. Gooch said it was important that there should be 
unity. The Derbyshire Society had drawn up a scale of 
fees and were getting them. What was more, the 
system was killing the quack. The members of the 
profession simply refused to go to clients unless their 
scale-fees were paid. 

The Secretary said he had neighbours who were 
quacks, and were accepted by insurance companies. 

Mr. Lockwood : Do they know whom they are deal¬ 
ing with! 

Mr. Gooch said one insurance society was doing 
business without any examination. At least they 
accepted a mare, and she was not examined until after 
she had foaled. 

The mileage to be charged for visiting was also touch¬ 
ed upon, and also fees for attending foaling, the amount 
charged in different parts of the district being found to 
vary considerably. 

Mr. Gooch said the only way would be to draw up a 
scale and discuss it. and get members to sign it. 

Mr. Rudkin : Wny not adopt the Derby scale 1 

The President : He had not got the Derbyshire scale 
with him now, but he would suggest this should be 
brought forward at the next meeting. The whole 
question resolved itself into whether, since their society 
covered a very large district, it were possible to adopt 
a uniform scale of fees, circumstances altered cases con¬ 
siderably as he had said in his paper, but he thought 
they might adopt a minimum fee in nearly all cases. 

Mr. Gooch: I work for three different County 
Councils, and they are all different. He added that he 
had been working on the system of charging 25% above 
his pre-war scale. 

Mr. Truman said their fees were too low. He thought 
that they should take 50% above. Their Association 
covered a very large area, and circumstances were not all 
the same. In some parts people were more able to pay 
than in others, and a rigid scale was difficult to arrive at. 

Mr. Porter-Smith said the scale would be the 
minimum; if they could get more, all the better. 

The President said there must be some poorer people 
they could not make the same charges to. 

Mr. Truman said he did not want to put his name to 
a document unless he was going to keep it. In many 
instances poor people could not pay at all, and he 


frequently attended cases where he knew he would never 
be paid so he never charged these people anything; 
whereaB if he charged them half the minimum fee ne 
would bq up against the document. 

It was resolved that a scale of fees, based on the 
Derbyshire scale, should be drawn up and snbmitted to 
the next meeting for discussion. 

A vote of thanks to the President, on the motion of 
Mr. Truman, seconded by Mr. Rudkin, closed the 
business, and the meeting adjourned for tea. 


Annual Administration Report of the Civil 

Veterinary Department, Bombay Presidency, 

for the year 1917-18. [abridged]. 

Lieut.-Colonel G. K. Walker held charge of the de 
partment throughout the year. He was on tour for 121 
clays and travelled 11404 miles by rail, 1003 by road and 
40 miles by sea. He visited 13 districts, inspected 24 
dispensaries and 6 stallion stands once, or more, and 
interviewed district officers and others in regard to the 
work of the department. He also investigated several 
outbreaks of contagious diseases. 

Mr. J. D. Buxy held the post of the Deputy Super¬ 
intendent and Personal Assistant to the Superintendent 
throughout the year. He was 108 days on tour and 
travelled 7255 miles by rail, 1787 miles by road and 150 
miles by sea. He visited 16 districts and inspected 42 
dispensaries and 12 stallion stands and attended several 
outbreaks of equine and bovine contagious diseases in 
the course of his tours. 

During the year contagious disease was reported from 
all the districts and from the City of Bombay. In all 
21137 deaths were recorded against 25801 last year. 
This is the first time for a number of years in which a 
decrease in mortality has to be noted. It is due to the 
fact that rinderpest and black-quarter were not so widely 
prevalent. The Gujarat districts were practically free 
from both these diseases throughout the year. 

Since the Veterinary Assistants have been required to 
submit reports on the outbreaks attended by them as a 
routine it has been the custom to remind the revenue 
officials regarding the submission of statistical informa¬ 
tion where it had not been received. During the year 
681 calls for such returns had to be issued from this 
office, which means that in practically all these outbreaks 
the figures would not have been received. This shows 
how a fully manned Veterinary staff would tend to 
accuracy in the statistics and until such time as this is 
provided they must remain more or less unreliable. 

During the year the Veterinary Assistants attended 
2025 outbreaks, of which 87 were also attended by the 
Veterinary Inspectors. This is fully a hundred more 
than the number of outbreaks reported by the revenue 
officials, showing that much is still to be desired in the 
manner in which the prevalence of disease is brought 
to light by the village officers. 

Ninety-one cases of glanders were reported, all from 
the Bombay City. Surra was reported from eight dis¬ 
tricts and from Bombay City. There were 230 deaths 
as against 56 in the previous year. As equine diseases 
are very rarely reported by the revenue officials, these 
figures cannot be regarded as a complete indication of 
their prevalence. 

Rinderpest was reported from 18 of the 20 districts. 
The total mortality was 13944 against 18502 last year. 
Although the disease was not so widespread as in the 
previous year it appears to have been of a more virulent 
character, the percentage of mortality being 53*22 against 
48*9 the previous year. 

Foot and mouth disease was reported in all districts 
except Dharwar. In all 349 deaths occurred against 
284 last year. Mortality from this disease is generally 
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confined to young stock and is due to the neglect of the 
complications to which it renders them liable. Much 
benefit accrues to the public by the treatment of this 
disease by the Veterinary Assistants, and theif services 
for this purpose are much sought after. 

Haemorrhagic septicemia was widely prevalent affect- 
ing all the districts of the Presidency except the City of 
Bombay. 5323 deaths were reported against 2229 in the 
previous year. 523 outbreaks were attended by the 
Veterinary staff and the diagnosis of the disease was 
confirmed microscopically in 178 cases. 

Black quarter was prevalent in 12 districts and caused 
848 deaths. 106 outbreaks were attended and the diag¬ 
nosis was confirmed microscopically in 36 instances. 

Anthrax caused 158 deaths. Twenty-eight outbreaks 
were attended by the Veterinary Assistants and the 
diagnosis was confirmed by microscopical examination 
in 4 outbreaks. 

Seventy-three cases of rabies came under observation 
during the year and the brains of 45 cases were sent for 
examination to the Bacteriological Laboratory, Parel. 

Preventive measures. 

Inoculations against rinderpest amountod to 35380 in 
288 outbreaks. 6190 uninoculated animals and 154 
inoculated animals died in the course of these outbreaks. 
The decrease in inoculation is owing to the smaller 
number of outbreaks of rinderpest reported during the 
year. 

In 122 outbreaks of hemorrhagic septicaemia attended. 
21027 inoculations were performed. 1414 uninoculatea 
and 13 inoculated animals died in the course of the out¬ 
breaks where inoculation was performed. Inoculation 
against this disease has been introduced very recently 
but it has made good progress. There is evidence to 
show that where inoculation can be carried out at the 
beginning of an outbreak very satisfactory results are 
obtained, hence the rapid extension of this method of 
treatment in popular favour. 

In 7 outbreaks of anthrax in the Kanara District 1,426 
inoculations were carried out. Inoculations against 
anthrax are carried out only where the diagnosis of the 
disease has been confirmed microscopically. Forty-two 
uninoculated animals died during the course of the out¬ 
break, whereas none of the inoculated animals died. 

Vaccination against haemorrhagic septicaemia was 
carried out in 34 villages where this disease is known to 
recur and 4784 animals were treated in this way, of 
which only one died. Vaccination against black-quarter 
was carried out at the Tegur Farm, Dharwar District, 
where 78 animals were vaccinated. 

The number of villages visited by Veterinary Assist¬ 
ants during the year was 3132. They treated 29 t 61l 
cases of contagious disease and 15304 for non-contagious 
diseases during their tours. 

1137 animals, mainly cattle, were castrated by the 
Veterinary Assistants on tour against 258 last year. 
This increase must be regarded as satisfactory in view 
of the strong prejudices that exist against castration, and 
it shows that the superiority of a surgical operation 
compared with the more inhumane methods of emascu¬ 
lation usually resorted to is being appreciated. 

Maj. Liston, c.i.e., the Director of Bacteriological 
Laboratory at Parel, detected schistosomiasis in cattle, 
sheep and goats at the Bandra slaughter house and 
Veterinary Assistant K. B. Nair of this department was 
deputed to assist Dr. Soparkar in the investigation. It 
is probable that the disease is widely prevalent and in¬ 
quiries are being instituted. The Superintendent is 
indebted to Major Liston and the members of his staff 
for their help in this matter. 

Veterinary Dispensaries . There were 54 dispensaries 
in the Presidency during the year. The total number 
of eases treated was 161,211. The new method of record¬ 
ing these cases shows that 83461 animals were 


actually treated at the hospitals) while medicines were 
supplied for 77750 cases to be treated at their homes 
Last year the total number of cases treated was 161,668. 
There is no doubt that but for the prevalence of plague 
during the year, the number of cases treated would have 
been much greater instead of slightly less than last year. 

No new dispensaries were opened during the year but 
arrangements were completed to open 7 in April of 1918. 
Sanction has been accorded to the construction of four 
dispersaries on the standard plan and there is also one 
already in hand. The funds for this work has been 
partly provided from the Wadia Trust. 

More dispensaries are urgently required but owing to 
paucity of funds many District Local Boards are re¬ 
luctant to undertake their share in their maintenance. 
This interferes with the progress of the department and 
a remedy is required if it is to approach anything like 
meeting public requirements in a reasonable time. 

[There follows a satisfactory report of steady progress 
with Breeding operations, Cattle farms, Stallions, etc. 
Also a note on the establishment of Cattle shows, sanc¬ 
tioned by Revenue Department, eight of which were 
held during the year, and of which it is reported :— “ It 
is too early to say what the results may be, but they cer¬ 
tainly excited a considerable amount of local interest 
and keenness on the part of exhibitors. On the whole 
the commencement must be regarded as very satisfactory. 
The number of shows will gradually be increased in 
suitable cattle breeding areas according as experiment 
proves a success.”] 

Subordinate Establishment. The strength of the 
subordinate staff at the close of the year was—Veterin¬ 
ary Inspectors 5, Veterinary Assistants 84. 

There were eight vacancies at the end of the year and 
five men were on military duty. The department were 
thus shorthanded by 13 men. 

As in previous years four Inspectors were employed 
in charge of district work and one in charge of the 
Northcote Cattle Farm. The work of the Veterinary In¬ 
spectors is (increasing, Veterinary Inspectors Marathe 
and Maniar did well in connection,with the new schemes 
for premium bulls and village shows, Veterinary Inspect¬ 
or Nagarseth has as usual carried out the responsible 
work at the Northcote Cattle Farm, Chharodi, intelli¬ 
gently and efficiently. All the Veterinary Inspectors 
worked zealously and on the whole intelligently. 

The members of the subordinate Veterinary staff have 
worked well. The reserves have been again very use¬ 
fully employed in connection with outbreaks of conta¬ 
gious diseases. 

The following Veterinary Assistants have done com¬ 
mendable work during the year :— D. B. Mamtora 
(Ahmedabad), M. A. Merchant (Surat), B. B. Patel 
(Bulsar), C. N. Desai (Broach), J. 6. Kulkarni (Hubli), 
M. G. Kulkarni (Belgaum), A. B. Gadagkar (Dharwar), 
M. K. Garudachar (Sirsi), F. Gracias (Poona Agriculture 
Veterinary Hospital), H. B. Shirsathe (Ahmednagar), 
M. B. Kulkarni (Reserve) and K. B. Nair (Reserve). 

General Remarks. Lieut.-Colonel Walker states :— 

“The work is developing in every direction and the 
need of more superior staff is becoming an urgent 
matter. Proposals have been submitted for an increase 
and for a simultaneous scheme for decentralization, the 
necessity of which has been previously pointed out 

“I wish to testify to my appreciation of the good 
work done by Mr. J. D. Buxy, the Deputy Superinten¬ 
dent, during the year. He has been of great assistance 
to me. 

“ The members of the clerical staff have also worked 
xealously.” 

G. Taylor, 

Officiating Superintendent, av.D., 
Bombay Presidency. 

[The usual tabular reports are annexed]. 
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A “CONTRACT” OFFER. 

A correspondent sends us the following 

“ Dear Sir,—Enclosed please find a communication 
signed by Mr. John Hetherton the managing director of 
the County Insurance Co. and Stud Farm, and which is 
being sent to ail persons in this district wno insure ani 
raals in the company. Mr. Hetherton is the person who 
last year stated his company was prepared to finance 
veterinary surgeons at bank charges, provided they 
pushed business for the company, see the issue of the 
V.R., 18th May, 1918, p. 469. All the veterinary sur¬ 
geons practising in and around York have worked for 

the company more especially for the Stud Farm.” 

* 


The County Stud Farm, Sandburn, 

Stockton-on-the-Forest, York. 

Dear Sir.—We have arranged with our veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. Bruce Selous, mr.c.v.s, to provide atten¬ 
dance and medicine for stock belonging to those farmers 
who insure under our Whole Stock Scheme per prospect¬ 
us herewith, for one shilling per head per month added 
to the premium. 

This is a special advantage not given in any other 
district and we shall be glad if you will avail yourself of 
it. Our local agent will be glad to give you any informa¬ 
tion you desire and to take a Proposal for Insurance 
from you. 

Yours faithfully, 

19th June, 1919. John Hetherton. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


The Annual Dinner. 

The annual dinner of the Corps took place at the 
Savoy Hotel on Friday 20th June, the following 
officers were present:— 

Major-General L. J. Blenkinsop, c.b., d.s.o., Director- 
General. 

Major-Generals Sir R. Pringle, k.c.m.g., o.b., d.s.o. ; 
Sir F. Smith, k.c.m.g , c.b. 

Colonels : E. E. Martin, c.m.g., c.b.e. ; W. D. Smith, 
c.m.g., d.s.o. ; R. J. Stordy, c.b.e., d.s.o. ; W. B. 
Walters, c.b. 

Lieut.-Colonels : A. E. Clarke, R. C. C >chrane, G. 
Conder, d.s.o. ; F. Fail, o.b.e. ; H. Greenfield, C. B. M. 
Harris, d.s.o. ; W. A. McDougall, d.s.o., o.b.e. ; A. W. 
Mason, o.b.e. • J. W. Rainey, o.b e. ; J. Reilly, R. Rowe, 
W. E. Schofield, o.b.e. : W. J. Tatam, c.m.g., c.b.e. 

Bt. Lieut-Colonels : E. Brown, d.s.o. ; A. Olver, c.b., 

c. m.g. ; E. J. Wadley, C.B.K., d.s.o. 

Majors: L. Danels, P. W. Dayer-Smith, o.b.e.: T. G. 
Heatley, o.b.e.; F. T. G. Hobday, c.m.g.: T. H. Hobson, 

C. H. Hylton-Jolliffe, K. Me. L. McKenzie, d.s.o. ; R. W. 
Mel lard, d.s.o. ; R. Porteous, P. J. Simpson, D.s.o.. t.d. ; 
W. Stothert, o.b.e. ; F W. H. Thomas, A. J. Williams, 

d. s.o. ; Bt. Major W. Dennington, Quartermaster and 
Maior T. E. Campey, m.b.e. 

Captains : A. H. Andrew, J. Baxter, J. Bell, G. W. 
Bloxsome, H.Bone,M.c.; W.J.Cade, C. W. Cartwright, 
H. V. Fenn, J. Gregg, o.b.e. ; J. J. Hilliard, o.b.e. ; J. 
W. Hopkin, H. C. J agger, o.b.e. ; W. N. Jurgenson, R. 

D. Macintosh, C. S. Northcott, J. F. Player, C. Rees- 
Mogg, o.b.e. ; A. W. Reid, t.d. ; C. H. Sheather, R. T. 
Smith, A. Spreull, d.s.o., t.d. ; G. Sutton, G. S. 
Thornewill, R. C. G. Thwaytes, A. E. Willett. Qrms. 
and Capts.: C. Budd, m.b.e. ; E. Epps, W. J. R. Gordon, 
J. F. Ives, R. H. Jameson. W. G. Thornton, Qrmr. 
and Lient. R. J. Easterbrook. 

The following guests, Colonels A. E. Kendall, c.m.g. 
and C. E. Edgett, D.8.O., representing the Australian 
and Canadian Army Veterinary Corps, were present. 


Colloids. 

The following is an extract from a Chadwick Public 
Lecture on “ the use of colloids in health and disease/’ 
by A. B. Searle, given at the Medical Society of London 
on Wednesday, Feb 26th : Sir William J. Collins, k.c. v.o., 
m.d., Chairman of the Chadwick Trustees, in the 
chair. 

“Very remarkable results have been obtained during 
the past few years from the study of a state of matter 
which is intermediate between that generally recognised 
as “ suspended ” in a fluid and that in a true solution, 
and known as the colloidal state. Many substances of 
widely different composition and characteristics can 
be obtained in this state and their properties then differ 
in many ways from what would be anticipated. 

The particles of colloidal matter are very minute, but 
by means of the ultra-microscope they may be recognised 
as endowed with violent motion. Many factors con¬ 
ducive to health depend on the possession of a colloidal 
character; thus the purification of sewage depends 
almost wholly on its ability to form a colloidal solution 
with grease and dirt. The researches of the late Henry 
Crookes, a son of Sir William Crookes— have proved 
the very effective germicidal power of elementary col¬ 
loids ; strikingly shown by a number of lantern slides of 
cultures of bacteria. This germicidal property soon led 
to their being employed as medicines as well as germ¬ 
icides— with remarkable results. Crookes’ work has 
been followed by further investigations which have 
resulted in the preparation of silver, copper, mercury, 
manganese and palladium, and of such non-metallic 
elements as iodine and arsenic in the form of colloidal 
solutions which are isotonic with the fluids of the hu¬ 
man body. These researches have made available a 
new series of liquids of great importance in the treat¬ 
ment of some of the most serious diseases. Amongst 
their most striking characteristics are their freedom 
from poisonous properties which render the same sub¬ 
stances risky when administered in the form of ordinary 
solutions. Large doses of colloidal solutions may be 
given with impunity, and cures which are ordinarily 
prolonged, a *e effected rapidly. 

Although the first remedial germicidal colloidal 
metals were first prepared in 1910, the rapidity with 
which they and other colloidal solutions have been 
adopted, ancl their extensive use in practice is a certain 
indicator of their value. Attempts to produce similar 
preparations were made by several German chemists, 
but most of the foreign preparations lack stability, and 
are decomposed before reaching the seat of the disease. 
The British colloidal solutions on the contrary are quite 
stable and effective. 

The success which has attended investigations on the 
use of colloids as remedial agents is great and affords a 
basis of hope that further developments will be still 
more beneficial. It is probable that serum and vaccine 
thereby will ultimately be resolved into questions of 
colloidal chemistry, but in the meantime the use of 
colloidal solutions of certain elements appears to offer a 
means whereby they can be accurately prepared and ad¬ 
ministered with a higher degree of efficiency than is 
possible with some of the more complex synthetic com¬ 
pounds at present in use.” 


Colloids in Medicine and in Industry. 

A collection of admirable monographs on colloid che¬ 
mistry and its general and industrial applications has 
been published for the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research by His Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
This report, which is the second of a series, is the out¬ 
come of the work, during the year 1918, undertaken by 
a committee acting under the Chemical Section of the 
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British Association for the Advancement of Science. 
The first report was published in 1917, but the Associa¬ 
tion encountered financial difficulties consequent on the 
war, and found itself unable to meet the greatly enhanced 
cost of publication, and the question of publishing this 
second report Of the work done in 1918 was referred to the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. This 
department ultimately decided that the results of the 
work should be made accessible, on the grounds that 
they promised to be of considerable value to research 
workers in colloid chemistry and to many branches of 
chemical industry. It was therefore arranged that this 
second report should be published and issued at a price 
of Is. 6d. net by H.M. Stationery Office on behalf of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. A 
wide field was covered, for the important subjects dealt 
with in the present report are as follows : Peptisation 
and precipitation, emulsions, the Liesegang phenomenon 
(formation of zones in jelly), electrical endosmose (in¬ 
cluding electro-therapeutics, the electro-osmotic infiltra¬ 
tion of drugs), colloid chemistry in the textile industries, 
colloids in agriculture, sewage purification, dairy 
chemistry, colloid chemistry in physiology, and the ad¬ 
ministration of colloids in disease. Our familiarity 
with the various properties of colloids shows consider¬ 
able development since the time when Thomas Graham, 
in 1861, conceived the idea of the colloidal state of 
matter in his critical, though simple, experiments on the 
passage of fluids and gases through membranes and 
porous fabrics. Little importance at the time was 
attached to Graham’s studies, and no one seemed to 
think it worth while to continue this line of research. 
Yet many years after it became obvious that the activ¬ 
ities at work leading to the success of many great econ¬ 
omic and industrial processes were based on colloidal 
conditions. Industry in its turn, as it has done before, 
opened up again suggestions of the highest value in 
medical researches, showing Graham to have been right 
in attaching importance to the part played by colloids 
in the principal life-processes. It was indeed a remark¬ 
able fore-sight which led him to write the following 
trenchant sentences in his communication to the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions nearly 60 years ago : “ The 

colloidal is, in fact, the dynamic state of matter, crystal- 
loidal being the static condition. The colloid possesses 
energia. It may be looked upon as the probable primary 
source of the force appearing in the phenomena of 
vitality. To the gradual manner in which colloidal 
changes take place may the characteristic protraction of 
chemical organic changes be referred.” This is tanta¬ 
mount to saying that all life-processes take place in a 
colloid system, only those structures being considered 
as living which are at all times in a colloidal state : that 
is a view which receives acceptance to-day by the ad¬ 
vanced students of bio chemical research.— The Lancet. 


Proseoution by R.O.V.S. 

At the Police Court, Ware, on Tuesday morning, June 
3rd,before Messrs. J. H. Buxton (in the chair), S. Croft, 
A. H. Rogers, C. N. Tween, and H. S. Gilbert. 

Samuel Smith, Melton, Yorkshire, did not appear to 
answer a summons for unlawfully using and taxing the 
title veterinary surgeon, not being duly registered as 
such, on March 19th. 

Mr. H. M. Gisby appeared for the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and stated that he received a tele¬ 
gram that morning from defendant addressed to his 
employers saying that he had missed the train, and ask¬ 
ing them to do their best. The prosecution was under 
section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. The 


College naturally had to protect their duly qualified 
members, and it was of the greatest public importance 
that they should do so. They had to ask that such 
cases be Idealt with severely. The evidence in the 
present case was that defendant examined a horse which 
was to be sent to Ireland. The Board of Agriculture 
required that for every animal so transported there 
should be a certificate signed by a duly qualified veterin¬ 
ary surgeon stating that the horse was free from disease. 
Denfendant signed such a certificate, but the official in 
Ireland to whom it was sent, on looking up the register 
of veterinary surgeons, found that his name was not 
there, and reported the case for prosecution. 

George Howard Gibbons, 32 Essex Street, Strand, 
London, clerk to the solicitors for the Royal of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons, proved that defendandant was not duly 
qualified. 

George Nicholson, Round House, near Ware, stud 
groom to Col. R. P. Croft, gave evidence of witnessing 
defendant sign the certificate (produced). 

Mr. Gisby said he submitted that the case was duly 
proved, and asked for a conviction with costs of the 
prosecution. 

The Bench retired to consider their decision, and on 
returning the chairman announced they were 01 opinion 
that the charge was proved, but they were also of opinion 
that the defendant committed only a technical offence. 
They would not record a conviction, and they considered 
the case would be met on payment by defendant of £2 2s. 
towards the costs of the prosecution. The court costs 
would be remitted .—The Hertfordshire Mercury. 


Failing: to notify mangre. 

The following is reprinted as it appeared in The 
Surrey Times of June 21st. 

Veterinary Surgeon Fined. 

Before the Guildford Borough magistrates on Mon¬ 
day, Harry James Boylett, 16 Trinity Churchyard, 
Guildford, was summoned for that he being a veterinary 
practitioner employed to examine a horse at Guildford, 
did fail to notify with all practicable speed the suspect¬ 
ed existence of parasitic mange therein to an inspector 
of the local authority during the month of April.—Mr. 
W. Price Hughes appeared for the defence. 

George Hedges, Down Road, Merrow, managing 
Watford Farm, said he leta horse outon hire some time 
ago, and it returned to the farm in April. The horse 
developed a sore, and he called in Mr. Boylett. He said 
he thought it was the mange, and that he could report 
it if he liked. He said he would give him a bottle of 
disinfectant, which witness called for. 

Albert Butcher, Watford Farm, said he knew Boylett 
very well. He had treated his animals on several 
occasions. 

John A. Cunningham, M.E.O.V.S., said on May 5th he 
was called in by the Borough Police, and found the 
horse had parasitic mange of some standing. 

The Chief Constable (Mr. W. V. Nicholas) said no 
notice was received that the horse was suffering from 
parasitic mange. 

Mr. Price Hughes said defendant had no diplomas, 
and did not pretend to be a veterinary surg»on. If the 
bench upheld that he was a veterinary practitioner, he 
would plead guilty to a technical offence. 

In imposing a fine of £5, the Mayor said the magis¬ 
trates considered that it was a very serious case. 


June 28 , 1919 THE VETERINARY RECORD 495 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Anthorities t Coon ties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 24, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 













IRELAND. Week ended June 14 

... 

... 


... 



8 

2 

... 

i 

f 1918 ... 







4 

3 

1 

1 

Corresponding Week in -j 1917 ... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

8 

2 

; is 

{ 1916 ... 


... 

... 1 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

7 

51 

Total for 24 weeks, 1919 

... 


... 


1 

1 

87 

152 

18 

60 

f 1918 ... 

1 

1 





73 

170 

9 

29 

Corresponding period in -[ 1917 ... 

3 

5 

... 

1 - 

1 

1 

26 

222 

132 

894 

I 1916 ... 

2 

6 


| 

... 

| ... 1 

33 

215 

145 

782 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 16, 1919 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or PJxposed to Infectian 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.Y.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Aitken, J., Kirkcaldy 
Martin, J., Capt. r.a.v.c. 

Mullane, P. J., Cardiff 
Munby, J. Cecil, Lewes 
Simpson, P. J., d.s.o., Lt. Col., r.a.v.c. 

Torrance, H. L., Capt. r.a.v.c., 


£1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1916, 1917, 1918, 1919 4 4 0 

Watts, W. Clarke, Holbeach 110 

Young, W. Jackson, Edinburgh 110 

Previously acknowledged 863 10 10 


Jvne £875 1 10 


Personal. 

Mr. J. F. Durkie, j.p., m.r.c.v.s., who is a practical 
fanner and member of the Dundee Harbour Trust, has 
been appointed by the latter to represent them on the 
deputation which is to meet the Board of Agriculture 
in London to discuss the question of raising the embargo 
on the import of Canadian cattle. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 

Border Counties V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. H. Barrow, m.r.c.v.s., Ireby, Carlisle 
Hon. Sec: Mr. R. Craig Robinson, m.r.c.v.s., Carlisle 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and Ootober 
Derbyshire V.A. 

Pres . Mr. A. Levie, f.r.c.v.s.. Derby. 

Sec : Mr. F. T. Prince, m.r.c.v.s., Ashbourne. 


Dumfries and Galloway V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. T. M. M'Connell, Wigtown. 

Hon. Sec : Mr. N. H. McAlister, Kirkcudbright. 

Glasgow V.M.S. 

Hon. Sec. Mr. John S. Keane, 11 Falkland Mansions, 

Kelvinside 

Royal Veterinary College V.M.A. 

Pres. Capt. J. T. Edwards, b.sc., m.r.c.v.s. 

Treat: E. S. Shave, Esq., f.r.c.v.s., m.r.c.s. 

Sec : Mr. B. Gorton, m.r.c.v.s. Asst . Sec. C. W. Heane. 

National Association of Veterinary Inspectors 
Pres: Major J. Abson, f.r.c.v.s., Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Trevor Spencer, m.r.c.v.s., Kettering 

Association of Veterinary Officers of Health 
Pres : Mr. T. Douglas, m.r.c.v.s., Kilmarnock 
Hon , Sec. & Treat. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.r.c.v.s., 

Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 
Munster Veterinary Inspectors’ Association 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Barry, m.r.c.v.s., Mallow 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Mahony, m.r.c.v.s., Caroline St., Cork 

National Veterinary Benevolent & Mutual 
Defence Society. 

Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, f.r.c.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Hon. Sec : it Treas : Mr. G. H. Locke, m.r.c.v.s. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Pres. Mr. 8. H. Slooook, f.r.c.v.s., Montague Rd, Hounslow 
Hon. Secs. Mr. P. J. Kelland, m.r.c.v.s. 

Mr. Fred Bullock, f.c.i.b. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


Will Secretaries please intimate alterations. 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

President: Mr. Frank W. Garnett, m.r.c.v.8., j.p. 
Vice-Presidents: Mr.J. Mcl. McCall, m.b., c.m.,mr.c.v.s 
J. McKinna, p.r.c.v.s. 

Secretary and Registrar : Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President : Dr. O. Charnook Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll., Bdin. 
See : Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, mr.c.v.b. (on Service 1, 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. See : Mr. W. L. Harrison, p.r.c.v.s. (on Service ), 

11 Anchor Terrace, Sontbwark Bridge, S.E. 
Trsas : Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, f.r.o.v.b. (Acting Hon. Sec), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll.. Camden Town n.w. 

Morthem Branch: 

Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. W. Noel PiUers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. G. H. Locke, m.r.o.v.s., 

Grosvenor-street. Manohester 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.r.o.v.s., 

Town Hall, Manohester 
Bon. Treat: Mr. E. H. Stent, m.r.o.v.b., Preston-st, Hulme 
Meetings , 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 
Liverpool University V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. J. P. Heyes, p.r.c.v.s. , Wigan 

Hon . Sec : Mr. A. Walker, p.r.o.v.b., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological Sec : Mr. D. C. Matheson, p.r.c.v.s. 

Meetings , May, July, October, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Malcolm, p.r.o.v.b., Birmingham 
Hon. Sec : Mr. H. J. Dawes, p.r.o.v.b,, 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Hon . Treas. Mr. J. J. Burchnall, m.r.cv b , Barrow-on-Soar 
Meetings, Seoond Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North op England V.M.A. 

Pres: 

Hon. See : T. T. Jack, m.r.o.v.b., 8Elmwood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collinson, m.r.c.v.b., Auston, Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, p.r.c.v.s., Sheffield 
North Wales V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.b.c.v.8., Ty Croes 
Hon. Sec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.r o.v.b., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 

South Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. J. M. Walker, p.r.c.v.s., Hartlepool 
Hon. See. dt Treas : Mr. F. H. Sanderson, m.b.o.y.b. 

Victoria Road, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Deo. 
Yorkshire Vet. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r.c.v.b., Hillsboro 1 , Sheffield 
Hon. 8ee ; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.r.o.v.b., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas : Mr. A. McCarmick, m.r.o.v.b., 

Eirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
Sec. 

Central V.B. 

Pres. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, m.r.c.v.b., R.V. Coll, London 
Hon. 8ee : Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.r.o.v.b., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetings pro. tern.), First Thursday in October and alter¬ 
nate months, except August, 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. J. Barr, m.r.o.v.b., Ade, Norfolk 
Hon See. A Treas : Mr. H. P. Standley, m.r.o.v.s.. Norwioh. 
Meetings, Seoond Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and District V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. C. W. Townsend, p.b.o.v.8., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Hon. See : dt Treas : Mr. Tom Hicks, m.r.c.v.s., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Seoond Thursday Feb., June, and Ootober 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G.P. Male, m.r.o.v.b., Friar Street, Reading 
Hon. See. Mr. J. C. Coleman, m.r.c.v.b., Swindon 
Hon. Treas: Mr. J4Willett,M.R.o.v.s., 6 Harley Plaoe, W. 1 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.S. 

Pres: Mr.^G. H. Livesey, m.r.c.v.b., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. Sec : Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.r.c.v.8., Arundel (on Service 
Hon. Treas : Mr. E. W. Baker, m.b.c.v.8., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eabtern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.r.c.v.b., Margate 
Hon. Sec. dt Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.r.c.v.b , 

3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. W. Roach, p.b.o.v.b., York Rd., Exeter 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Asoott, m.r.o.v.s., (on Service ) 

Mr. C. E. Tucker, 7 Greville St., Bideford (pro (m.) 
Hon. Treas : Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.c.v.s., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 

Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
See.. Mr. P.D. Reavy, Leafield, Bundorau, Co. Donegal 
Central V.A. op Ireland. 

Pres ; ^ 

Hon. Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, f r.o.v.b., Queen-st., Limenok 
Treas : Mr. J. F. Healy, m.r.o.v.b., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.r.o.v.b., Ballina 

Hon. Sec, dt Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.r.c.v,b., Galway 

Vet. Med. Assn, op Ireland. 

Pres : Prof. J.J. O’Connor, m.r.o.v.s., R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. J. O'Connor. 

Hon. Treas : Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a., m.r.o.v.b., 

R.V.C 0 II., Dublin 
North or Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.r.o.v.b., Belfast 
Hon. See ; Mr. P. Walsh, m.r.o.v.b., Msgberafelt 
Hon. Treas: Mr. Howard McConnell, m.r.c.v.b., Armagh 
The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, p.r.c.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGeinness, b.a., m.r.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.s. 

Scottish Branoh: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings. Edin. 

(on Service) 

North op Scotland V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. W. Brown, m.r.c.v.b., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. Sec. dt Treas : Mr. G. Howie, m.r.o.v.b. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres: Mr. Reid, m.r.c.v.s., Auohtermuohty. 

Bootti8H Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. J. Riddoch, m.r.o.v.b., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. dt Treas : Mr. Jas. Henderson, m.r,g.v.b., 

Public Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
West op Scotland V.M.A. 

Pres : Prof. John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.b., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

on Service. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.r.c.v.b., 

19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treas : Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.r.o.v.s., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Seoond Wednesday, May, Got. and January 


END OF VOLUME XXXI. 
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Five columns started from the neighbourhood of 
Pretoria and were to advance due east, where they 
would be joined by three more advancing success¬ 
ively from the north, the whole converging and 
moving south-west would, it was hoped, eventually 
bring the forces face to face with the enemy in 
the bottom pocket of the Transvaal. 

On 28bh January the first five columns began the 
advance, driving east on a line 30 miles in length. 
The marches were about 15 miles a day, and were 
intentionally short, as a good deal of work had to 
be done on the road. It is a long story, but in 
brief all the commandos belonging to the places 
traversed passed through the meshes of the net. 
The only forces remaining before the driving line 
being those drawn from the extreme S.B. of the 
Transvaal, towards which the “ drive ” was taking 
place. These pushed along covering the retreat 
of their families and stock, now turned out on the 
veldt. 

Very skilful management was required to secure 
the due co-operation of all the columns and their 
regular feeding. Smith-Dorrien, in command of 
one of the two columns passing from north to south 
was escorting an immenso supply of food and 
stores. Before he could link up with the five 
columns going east he was attacked at night by 
Botha near Lake Christie. The horses and trans¬ 
port were parked in the centre of the camp, and 
hedged in by infantry battalions. At 3 a.m. on a 
pitch dark night a crushing magazine fire was sud¬ 
denly opened on the sleeping square, which stam¬ 
peded the horses of the 5th Lancers and Imperial 
Light Horse, thereby intensifying the confusion 
which naturally existed. These horses broke out 
through the square, and galloping towards the 
enemy were turned and driven back. In the con¬ 
fusion thus caused the enemy destroyed two of the 
pickets, but no further damage was done, and 
Botha shortly afterwards withdrew and escaped 
from the net. This attack cost Smith-Dorrien 300 
horses killed or stampeded. 

Steadily all the columns continued to converge 
on the S.E. corner of the Transvaal, and were now 
lined up from Swaziland to Natal, thus cutting off 
the S.E. pocket which ends at Zululand. ltear- 
guard affairs were frequent, and the columns 
struggled to get into position. The critical moment 
had now arrive d, hut the operations were delayed 
by weather and want of food. Supplies were com¬ 
ing from Natal, but the weather was dreadful, the 
roads impassable, the country most difficult for 
wheeled transport even under favourable condi¬ 
tions. Tho first part of the convoy, consisting of 
160 waggons, left Newcastle on February 12th and 
reached Utrecht on 13th. Tho road from Utrecht 
to Luneberg is only 35 miles, hut steep and 
there are at least three rivers to cross. It took 
two days to get the convoy nine miles up a long 
and steep ascent, and on 17th the rain fell. For 
six days and nights it rained without ceasing; 
every spruit became a raging torrent, and roads 
were axle-deep in mud, tho waggons were bogged, 


and the troops lying in the open over a front of 
80 miles were starving for the supplies so near and 
yet so far. Finally, supplies had to be sent across 
the river by wire rope, and this expedient, together 
with pontoons and rafts, had to be used on two or 
three other rivers, so as to lighton the waggons 
considerably for the wretched oxen to get them 
across. It was the 2nd March before supplies 
reached French : on the 7th the men were tem¬ 
porarily on full rations, but the horsos got merely a 
microscopic allowance of corn and the mules nothing 
whatever for a fortnight later. 

For two weeks the men had had no food but 
what could be obtained locally with great difficulty. 
On Gth March the rain again began, and it rained 
continuously for eight days. From the 16th Feb. 
to the 16th March the troops were immovable 
under the terrible climatic conditions mentioned, 
and in a state of semi-starvation. If this was the 
case with the men, that of the animals was worse. 
Tho deluge and the break down in the transport of 
the supplies doomed this sweep to failure. When 
the weather cleared it was again pushed on, but 
with very little success; the Commandos melted 
away. Botha was outside the ring fence, in fact 
was riding into the Free State to talk over with De 
Wet the results of his raid into the Colony, and was 
hack again at Bethel while our troops were hemmed 
in by Hoods and tied down by starvation with their 
heads facing the other way. 

The results of these operations were disappoint¬ 
ing. They involved the loss of two and-a-half 
months in time, and from a military point of view 
may be regarded as practically barren. A large 
amount of stock was captured, according to the 
Official History 4 272,000 head. The “Times 
History places it at “between 7000 and 8000 
horses and mules, and a quantity of cattle which it 
would be profitless to reckon, since through sheer 
inability to keep or kill them the greater part 
escaped.”f 

Immense supplies were captured or destroyed, 
yet we have seen our force starved, showing the 
difficulty of carrying food on its feet, and the waste 
of food supplies which occurs in this class of war¬ 
fare. The Hour which is burned to-day because it 
cannot be carried may be worth its weight in gold 
in a day or two. 

The loss of horses in this drive was estimated at 
2000, J but this can only refer to tho dead loss. 
Casualty returns for one column (that of C. E. 
Knox) show that between 27th Jan. and 12th April 
the total loss of horses was 50% and the dead loss 
20%. Only seven horses in this column were killed 
in action, 255 were destroyed, 61 died (all from 
horse sickness), and 36 were missing or abandoned. 

Assuming the above figures to apply to the ot her 
columns, the estimated total loss may he taken at 
5000, and the dead loss at 2300. The latter figures 

* Vol. IV., p. 1*22. 

f Vol. V., p. 181. 

\ Cd. %3, p. 40, Cable 79. 
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then compare very welljwith the above official 
cable, which was despatched on 20th March before 
the operations were concluded, for on 26th March 
the columns were occupying a line 120 miles long, 
and from this further operations occurred which 
were not concluded until 13th April. 

A return for Alderson’s Column between 8th 
January and 22nd April gives the astonishing total 
loss of 80% (nearly), due to exhaustion, debility, sore 
backs, and horse sickness. The dead loss is un¬ 
known. 

The losses from “ horse-sickness ” during this 
“ drive ” were very heavy, as the columns were 
operating at the worst season of the year. Starva¬ 
tion also played an important part, as may be seen 
from the following table of the daily amount of 
corn issued per horse:— 


Jan. 26 to Feb. 10 

101b. corn daily 


Feb. 11 

,. 20 

81b. 

• » 


„ 21 


31b. 

99 


„ 22 

28 

nil 



Mar. 1 

Mar. 12 

81b. 

M 

mules nil 

„ 13 

„ 20 

nil 



21 

„ 25 

101b. 

t 9 

5 1b. 

,, 26 

„ 30 

71b. 

1 • 

„ 31b. 

,, 31 onward 

101b. 

9 9 

51b. 


The cause of this starvation was the breaking 
down of the transport referred to above, owing to 
the days and nights of continuous rain. The loss 
would have been far greater but for the fact that 
grazing was possible at a time when military opera¬ 
tions were impossible. The continuous wet, 
together perhaps with the irritating effect of dirt 
caused a large number of shackle and other wounds 
to assume a very unhealthy condition, resembling 
in appearance and indolence the “veldt sores” 
which affected the men. 

During this long drive across the Eastern Trans¬ 
vaal fresh measures had been adopted for the care 
of sick and debilitated horses; each column was 
directed to maintain a small permanent staff under 
the veterinary officer for this purpose. The animals 
were brought on quietly with the convoy in rear, 
grazing as they travelled, and the relatively short 
marches enabled this rough and ready system of 
mobile hospital to be rendered most useful. The 
cases were dressed on reaching camp. No trans¬ 
port was allowed for these hospitals. Even at this 
period of the war the essential factor for field 
hospital organisation was denied. The whole 
question of hospitals will, however, be considered 
in a separate section at the end of 1901. 

ORANGE FREE STATE. 

Operations February-June, 1901. 

Elliott’s “ Drives.” 

The only column returning to the Free State in 
the chase after De Wet, the movements of which 
we have noticed, was that of Plumer (p. 156). The 
others followed, some crossing at Norvals Pont, 
others to the west at Orange River Bridge on the 
Kimberley line. Thus twelve columns came bust¬ 


ling back into the Free State. C. Knox, Crewe, 
Pilcher, and Bethune crossed at the Orange River 
Bridge and scoured the country in the direction of 
Bloemfontein. This was entered a fortnight later 
after meeting with constant opposition from small 
bands of the enemy, which, though not identified at 
the time, were the commando fragments shed by 
De Wet’s main body as it proceeded north. Among 
those crossing in the east at Norvals Pont were 
Haig, who made for Hertzog in the direction of 
Luckhoff, but was then called to the line, arriving 
at Edenburg on 10th March. Hickman and 
Thorneycroft also crossed, and were at Spring- 
fontein on 9th March. Under the command of 
General Lyttleton a big “ drive ” up the eastern 
part of the Free State from the Orange River to the 
defended line running between Bloemfontein and 
Basutoland was now organised with the three 
eastern columns above mentioned, together with 
the three under Bruce Hamilton. On the 10th 
March it began to advance, hampered by tired 
animals and mud, and as it slowly rolled north¬ 
wards Bethune and Pilcher were able to take part 
in the sweep which, excepting for stock, was nearly 
destitute of military results. It terminated on 
20th March, 4300 horses were captured and 
enormous masses of stock. Bearing in mind the 
cockpit this area of the Free State had been for a 
whole year of the war, and the scores of columns 
belonging to both sides which had traversed it, it is 
astonishing to find so many horses among the 
captures, and indicates the extraordinary resources 
of the country which we were now only attempt¬ 
ing to utilise. So great had been the drain on the 
Remount Department that it was found impossible 
to meet the ever growing demand except by utilis¬ 
ing the animals of the country after the enemy had 
selected the best. 

Another sweep was made by the three columns 
of Bruce Hamilton, together with that of Hickman, 
from the Basuto border towards Dewetsdorp and 
Wepener, and from there concentrated south, as 
Kritzinger, who was still roving about Cape Colony, 
was expected to cross the Orange and endeavour to 
get north. Sweeping columns were also working 
in the vicinity of Heilbron under E. C. I. Williams. 
Bundle’s two mobile columns of Campbell and 
Harley, to which Pilcher was later joined, were 
sweeping around Ficksberg, Thabanchu and Vrede, 
while Paris, who had returned to Kimberly on 12th 
March, after the De Wet hunt, swept up to Boshof 
and returned with large quantities (9000 head) of 
stock. 

It was now April, 1901, and the change from 
seasoned to unseasoned soldiers had been going on 
for many weeks. The importance of this change 
from a horse-wastage point of view is considerable, 
and in considering animal losses during 1901 it 
must not be lost sight of. The M.I. which we first 
saw at Rameh in February, 1900, had long been a 
fine body of soldiers, the back-bone of many a 
column, but the toll of a thirteen months campaign 
is heavy, and drafts from these regiments amount- 
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ing to 2000 men had now arrived in the country 
with very limited experience. Some of these 
received their first insight into war by assisting in 
the chase after De Wet (p. 154), but all needed time 
for development. 

In March Major-General E. L. Elliot arrived 
from India for the purpose of assuming Command 
of a Division 6000 strong, composed of the columns 
of Broadwood, De Lisle, and Bethune *, which 
was concentrating at Kroonstad. Owing to the 
fact that his ranks were filled with inexperienced 
soldiers, and his horses either remounts or just off 
board-ship, Elliot wisely determined to make his 
first drive educational. He selected the west of the 
line between Kroonstad and the Vaal, and on 10th 
April marched north towards the latter in easy 
stages, and turning east converged at Vredefort 
Road on 20th. The opposition had been slight, 
but De Wet, who was on his way south to Petrus- 
berg, could not resist the temptation of capturing 
a patrol. In this sweep Elliot obtained 35,000 
head of stock, 184,000 lbs. of grain, and many 
waggons. E. C. I. Williams, who was indepen¬ 
dently working the Vaal between Heilbron and 
Frankfort, brought in 14,500 head of stock, and 
had destroyed tons of flour and the mills which had 
ground it. t This destruction of food stuff appears 
strange in the face of the feeding difficulties the 
troops experienced, but the material could not be 
transported. 

Elliot’s second “ drive *’ was now projected, the 
principal of which was that his three columns 
should move on a broad front of 40 miles, the 
flanks of which would touch Heilbron and Lindley. 
Into this driving line as it advanced the enemy was 
to be forced by other columns operating from the 
north and south. A wheel to his left would then 
bring his columns facing the Vaal on which he was 
to advance, and into his arms the scattered bands 
were to be driven by columns operating from the 
Transvaal (Heidelburg and Standerton). This was 
not all, having reached the Vaal the force was to 
move south-east and sweep the country bordering 
on the Klip “River as far as the north point of 
Natal. 

The operations began on April 24th, and by the 
28th Reitz had been touched in the wheel north 
from Lindley. On 30th Frankfort was reached, and 
on 4th May the Vaal. On 7th the force moved 
south-east to Vrede, and at De Lange’s Drift over 
the Klip River contact was made with Colville from 
Standerton to whom the spoils of the drive were 
handed, amounting among other things to 70,000 
head of stock and many waggons, 9000 head of 
stock had previously been sent back to the line vid 
Heilbron. A four days sweep along the Klip 
brought the force on 19th May to Botha’s Pass in 

• The following Veterinary Officers were with General 
Elliott:—Major Mann, S.V.O., Gapt. Boase, Gape Golony 
Forces, Lieut. Lockwood, I.Y., Lieut. Anderson, I.Y., 
G.V.S. Parker, Grawford and Farrell. 

f •' Official History, ” Vol. iv., p. 101. 


northern Natal, where 2200 captured horses, 600 
oxen, and 16,000 sheep were despatched to New¬ 
castle. Twenty-five miles west of Botha’s Pass 
Elliot discovered a place not figured on the maps, 
an isolated horseshoe-shaped series of hills ten miles 
in length and of fantastic shape, “ crags so sheer, 
and so squarely hewn by nature, that the hills 
appeared to be crenelated by a parapet of Norman 
castles. * ” This place was a magazine and remount 
depot for the Free State forces. It was raided by 
Elliot, who captured 1700 horses which he sent 
into Harrismith by De Lisle. 

Elliot on 3rd June was directed to return to 
Kroonstad vid Reitz and Lindley; on 6th June a 
laager of the enemy was raided, and a large convoy 
captured by a small party of the 6th M.I. and 
South Australians belonging to De Lisle. This 
force in turn was set upon by a superior body of 
the enemy, which compelled the party to seek 
shelter in a kraal and leave the captured waggons. 
Fighting was carried on by picked shots at 50 yards 
range and resulted in heavy loss on both sides. The 
horses were partly covered by the walls of the 
enclosure, nevertheless 100 were killed and 50 
wounded, f 

Elliot’s Division reached Kroonstad in June after 
a march of not less 800 miles, and the following 
were the casualties during the seven weeks covered 
by the operations :— 

Died and destroyed - 567 

Killed in action - - 177 

Stampeded or captured by enemy 51 
Sent to hospital during the march 216 
Sick on arrival at Kroonstad 1430 of which 

631 were surgical cases, principally lameness. 

Taking the strength of the Division on leaving 
Kroonstad to be 6000, the total wastage amounts to 
40 per cent., the dead loss to 13J per cent. 

The total number of mules employed with the 
Division was 2252, of which only 36 died or were 
destroyed. Of 1600 oxen only 36 died. These 
figures for the transport are very good, and due to 
the short marches made and the care taken that the 
animals were invariably outspanned, waterod and 
rested at mid-day. 

The food allowance for horses was 10 lb. grain 
and 6 lb. for mules, in both cases a mixture of maize 
and oats. The enemy started veldt fires around 
the column, always so arranging that the fire was 
driven towards it. Under the cover of this attacks 
were frequent, but the most serious result was the 
loss of grazing to the animals; fortunately the worst 
trouble in this respect was towards the end of the 
march. 

* “ Official History, ” Vol. iv., p. 104 

f Curiously enough, both De la Rey and De Wet were in 
this attack, the former had come on an official visit to meet 
President Steyn. The redoubtable trio were disturbed 
at breakfast by a messenger, who informed them of the 
captured convoy and laager. Accordingly they went to its 
rescue, and but for the appearance of De Lisle, four hours 
after the fight began, there is no doubt wbat the result 
would have been. 
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The total amount of stock collected by this 
Division was immense,amountingto 131,500 head 
of these 15,000 were horses. One thousand of the 
captured horses were utilised during the inarch to 
replace casualties, but they were very unfit, and 
after being ridden four or five days were returned to 
the “ mob ” which was being driven along with the 
columns. On an average 20",, of the captured 
horses wore suitable for the ranks after training, 
and 40% wore such as might he utilised by the 
enemy for a few days. The remainder were foals, 
yearlings, or mares too heavy in foal to be able to 
gallop. These figures are of interest in considering 
the proportion of horses in Cape Colony which 
might have been utilised as remounts. The estimate 
was made by Major Mann, A.V.D., S.V.O., of 
General Elliot ’s Division alter weeks of observation. 

The chief sickness met with during the march 
was biliary fever: the most usual cause of death 
was exhaustion. The surgical cases were principally 
lameness, sore backs and heel galls. No less than 
111 cases of sore hack and heel gall wore sent to 
Standcrton by Colville from the 1st and 3rd 
Dragoon Guards and Broadwood’s Yeomanry. The 
chief cause of lameness was laminitis; the horses 
could not be kept shod, in fact, there was not a 
shoeing smith in tho whole of De Lislo’s M.l. 

The Division had a veterinary hospital, which 
was fixed at some convenient point, generally 
Heilbron, for the reception of cases. It moved 
between Heilbron and Kroonstad, but it was found 
that it would have been of more use had it accom¬ 
panied the Division. 

Other operations occurring in the Free State may 
now be noticed. Bundle's two mobile columns had 
for some time past been holding positions as 
garrison troops; one of these, Campbell’s, was 
finally available for raids,and on 20th April Bundle 
with this column moved out of Harrismith for 
Bethlehem (50 miles). It is characteristic of the 
state of the country at this time that, to reach 
Bethlehem, cost him four days incessant skirmish¬ 
ing. f On 29th, Rundlo entered the Brandwater 
basin, reaching Fouriesburg on 2nd May, where for 
a month he operated from this point. He left the 
basin on 4th June with 6000 head of stock. His 
500 new Yeomanry, “ some of whom had scarcely 
learned to ride, were found impotent in the wild 
ravines of the Wittebergen. ” 1 

Between 22nd April and 8th May Pilcher and 
Thorneycroft raided the Winburg, Senekal and 
Doornberg area. From the 13th to 22nd May both 
of these columns worked in the direction of Botha- 
ville, Commando Drift and the Yaal, having numer¬ 
ous encounters, and returning to the line with 
5000 head of stock. 

The six columns guarding the Orange River 
under Lyttelton in 'March had little to do, though 

* Six thousand sheep were destroyed for footsoreness, or 
for inability to cross the drifts. 

f “ Official History,” Vol. iv., p. 15. 

I '‘Times History,” Vol. v., p. 241. 


there were several sharp encounters with local 
bands, including a 40-mile march by Monro with a 
large haul of prisoners. The Trans-Caledon region 
was now ordered to be cleared ; this w r as the recruit¬ 
ing ground of Kritzingor, who, in spite of the 
numerous columns along the river was actually, 
though unknown to his enemy, obtaining horses in 
the Free State in May. He experienced no more 
difficulty in returning to Cape Colony than he had 
in leaving it. The first sweep of the Caledon 
district produced 97,000 head of stock. The general 
trend of the columns was now in the direction of 
Cape Colony ; Munro, Haig, White and Hickman 
had all gone thither before the end of May. In the 
same month W. II. Williams had swept along the 
north bank of the Orange River to Orange River 
Station, and was surprised to find the country still 
full of stock. He returned with nearly 100,000 
cattle and sheep. 

Bruce Hamilton’s information lead him to organ¬ 
ize a sweeping movement from south to north of 
this part of the Free State between the Orange and 
Modder Rivers. Seven columns were made out of 
his original three, and with the co-operation of 
C. Knox a drive was organised against a barrier of 
posts held by the Constabulary, and thrown out 
across the Free State. But though it employed 
cloven columns it lead to no important results. The 
whole of the Free State between the Vaal and 
Orange Rivers, and west of Bloemfontein was now 
for the remainder of tho month continuously raided 
by six columns. Simultaneously to the east of the 
railway, /.*?., in the Reddersburg-Dewetsdorp area, 
three columns ravaged the country, and though 
large quantities of stock resulted from these raids 
no conclusive military results were obtained. 

On 22nd June, Elliot started off from Kroonstad 
on another drive, this time with four mounted 
Brigades, Bethuno’s, De Lisle’s, Broadwood’s and 
Lowe’s, a total of 5670 horses, 2826 mules, and 
1840 oxen. He swept the country between Lindley 
and Senekal, the objective being Springfield Drift 
near Harrismith. This was reached on 2nd July, 
and was effected by forced night marches and night 
raids, but all were fruitless for the enemy had full 
warning, moreover, they were most exhausing to 
animals; Elliot captured 3000 horses and 3000 
cattle. This march to Springfield was more 
exhausting than those previously carried out, for 
water was scarce and the veldt burned. From 
Springfield the Division, in co-operation with 
Bundle’s three columns, swept north over a frontage 
of 50 miles, taking in Reitz. At this place Broad- 
wood contrived a surprise for a Commando, but 
found he had captured all the Free State Govern¬ 
ment with the exception of President Steyn, who 
escaped under remarkable circumstances.* Elliot 
returned to Vredefort Road via Heilbron, which he 
reached on 13th July. 

• The President was only 80 yards away from a man who 
was an expert shot, bat whose rifle refused to work through 
the oil being frozen in the breach ! The horses had already 
done 30 miles, so he could not be galloped down. 
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The casualties from the 22nd June to 13th July 
were 4 % dead loss and 10 % total loss. 

It was during the March from Springfield to 
Heilbron that the new order was carried out of 
destroying all captured animals not of use to the 
force. Such work cannot be satisfactorily done 
while troops are marching daily, for time does not 
admit of the noodful careful draughting, it there¬ 
fore becomes very wasteful. Elliot brought hack 
4000 horses, 3,GOO cattle, and 54,000 sheep. 

Bundle, leaving Elliot, continued his movement 
to the north, sweeping up immense supplies and 
stock, 10,000 horses, 6,000 cattle, and 46,000 sheep. 
We have seen that Elliot had only a few weeks 
previously passed over part of this ground, yet 
Bundle’s movement resulted in the above captures. 
Column after column had yet to move about and 
through this country before it could bo declared 
swept. Having reached the Vaal south of Staruler- 
ton Bundle returned to Harrismith, arriving on 3rd 
August. 

Bimington now entered the Orange Free State 
from the South-Eastern Transvaal, where he had 
been employed together with Plumer in the 
Wakkerstroom clearance. He, like Benson, had 
adopted the method of night-raiding and day-rest¬ 
ing. By this means he rested and fed his horses, 
and the result was to render him the most mobile 
and dangerous adversary which the enemy in the 
Free State could meet. From the middle of July 
to the end of August he was in the lleilbron-Kroon- 
stad area, constantly engaged in clearing—that is 
to say destroying or removing supplies, stock, agri¬ 
cultural produce, and implements—and fighting. 
He imitated the “ doubling back ” methods adopted 
by the enemy ; he travelled immense distances, GO 
miles in a night, and rarely without some profitable 
results. 

All this was due to his skill as a horse-master, of 
which he probably had few equals and no superior 
in the field. None knew better than he the value 
of food, rest and condition, and the necessity for 
the constant supervision of the master’s eye. The 
veterinary officer with him was C.V.S. (now Capt 
Head, A.V.C.Beserve, and we are fortunate in having 
from the pen of that officer * an account of the 
changes which were brought about in the horses of 
the Inniskiliing Dragoons when Bimington assumed 
command in January, 1901. Under this comman¬ 
der the neglect of horses became a crime, and men 
who through carelessness laid their horses up 
marched on foot, and on arriving in camp were 
placed on picket duty. His great object was to 
interest them in the care of their horses, and to be 
proud of their animal’s fitness and condition. 

All this required time to effect, but with Biming¬ 
ton progress was steady. We now meet him in the 
following August an efficient fighting machine, 
with horses capable of real hard work, to gain 

• “The Wear and Tear of Horses during the South 
African War.” Lieut. A. S. Head, A.V.D., Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, 1903. 


which all non-essentials were sacrificed. Neither 
comfort nor appearances were studied, and not an 
ounce of unnecessary weight was carried on the 
saddle. lie did not destroy supplies if ho could 
carry or eat them ; he never passed a water supply 
without watering his horses; nothingexcepting mili¬ 
tary pressure would induce him topass a place whore 
grazing could he had. IIis horses came first in 
everything; his men, as he himself said, were capa¬ 
ble of looking after themselves. Bimington did 
not learn horse-mastership in the Field; like Benson 
and Do Lisle he brought the know-fedge with him. 
It was untinctured by the Epsom salts, diuretic 
hall and tonic powder management so common in 
the Artillery, where fatness and fitness are frequent¬ 
ly confused. I He knew what horses could yield 
under generous care and treatment, and he stands 
out not as a solitary, but as one of the highest 
examples of horse-mastership in the war. 


* R.C. Kvid., Vol. ii., Q. 12,1)72. 

The evidence of this officer before the Koval Commission, 
Vol. ii., p. 26, is a liberal education. 

Q. 12,663. And you think the question of horse manage¬ 
ment is one of the first things in a campaign?— A. Abso¬ 
lutely the first thing—it is 75 per cent, of the campaign as 
far as I can see 

Q. 12,064. I see you used rather drastic measures with 
the men who did not treat their horses well ?— A. Yes, we 
made their lives a burden to them. 

» * * * * 

Q. 12,068. You do not mean that there should be any 
disregard of the health of the men?— A. I disregard the 
men’s health complete! v compared with the horses. A man 
can speak up for himself, and will no doubt do so and go to 
the doctor, but the horse cannot say anything. 

<^. 12,071. 1 do not quite understand what is meant by 

this statement which appears in your precis “ With all 
mounted troops extreme severity and absolute disregard for 
the men’s health, feelings, or safety is necessary in this 
respect?”— A. Yes, the horse is the first thing absolutely. 
You must look after that. 

Q. 12,072.— A. I look after the horse first— 

the man looks after himself. 

Q. 12,0)73. But the horse would not be of use without 
the man ?— A. We found that there were plenty of men ; 
we never were short of men, we always were short of 
horses. 

Q. 12,074. Still the life of a man has to be thought of?— 
A. What is the life of a man ? A man’s life is nothing in 
war. You do not care whether men are killed or not as 
long as you attain your object. 

Q. 12,070. —A. I put the horse first. As long 

as 1 have plenty of horses I can manage. I do not mind 
about the men. 

f Reference has been made at p. 117 to the organization 
of the Artillery. As horsemasters they have no superiors, 
devotion to the welfare of their animals is part of their 
service creed. Unfortunately they love drugs and nostrums, 
and attribute to these, results which are really the outcome 
of their own admirable care and supervision. Their weak 
spot is their love of a fat horse. 






162 


A Veterinary History oj 


Supplement to The 
Veterinary Record. 


TRANSVAAL. 

Western Transvaal, 

Fkbruary-May, 1901. 

The events immediately prior to those now to be 
recorded have been noted at p. 156. It was all im¬ 
portant to keep the Western Transvaal quiet while 
French’s big drive in the Eastern portion was taking 
place. There was no great activity on the part of 
De la Key for the reason that he was short of horses, 
and had eventually to purchase in the Free State. * 
He was now to the west of the Magaliesberg in an 
impossible country for British columns. Babington 
was lying in an entrenched camp a few miles south 
of Olifant’s Nek, and a force was at Roodepoort 
near Krugersdorp which had recently been repulsed 
by Smuts in the Gatsrand. Two new columns 
were formed to dislodge the latter, Shekleton with 
1200 men of the M.I. just arrived in the country, 
and Benson with a very mixed column of odds and 
ends, comprising 580 mounted men, infantry and 
guns. Smuts escaped after the columns had been 
marching for a week, and in the early days of 
March Kemp also disappeared to join De la Rey in 
the west, stealing past Babington in the night. 
Meanwhile, Methuen in the far west at Taungs was 
moving east on Klerksdorp, and was intercepted by 
De la Rey at I I arte bees if on tei n , close to Klerksdorp, 
and had to fight his way in. His march was 150 
miles. He then turned south to cross the Vaal into 
the Free State for the relief of the garrison of 
Hoopstad, but was unable to cross the river owing 
to floods, and had to work along the bank to Four¬ 
teen Streams, which he reached on 14th March. 
After relieving Hoopstad he spent all April getting 
his force in order, for he had now lost all his old 
Colonial troops; his Yeomanry also were leaving 
and being replaced by the second contingent. 

During Methuen’s journey along the Vaal to 
Fourteen Streams, Lichtcnburg was attacked and 
invested by De la Rey on 6th March ; it made a 
gallant defence. Among the garrison were 100 
Yeomanry. Their horses were saved from destruc¬ 
tion during the investment by being placed in the 
Dutch Church. Babington and Shekleton were sent 
to the assistance of Lichtenburg, and leaving 
Ventersdorp on 15th March took the wrong 
direction; while they were going west the enemy 
opened out, allowed them to pass by and then went 
south. Fortunately the error was discovered. The 
columns were attacked by De la Rey at Gcduld on 
22nd March, where the enemy again put into 
practice their new manoeuvring of charging and 
firing from the saddle. The two columns closed in, 
and De la Rey retreated hampered by his transport. 
He was pursued, and again the next day until the 
horses could go no further, but the results, especially 
at Wildfontein on 24th March, in captures were 
excellent, and both columns returned to Venters¬ 
dorp. A shuffling of Column Commanders now 
occurred in April; Shekleton being replaced by 

* “Times History," Vol. v., p. 218. 


Rawlinson, and Benson passing to the Eastern 
Transvaal for the Northern operations. De la Rey 
dispersed his forces. Babington and Rawlinson, 
after a good deal of marching in wet weather, sur¬ 
prised Smut’s laager on 14th April at Braakpan , 
25 miles north-west of Klerksdorp, and again made 
good captures. In spite of these successes the 
enemy hung about in the triangle formed by Venters¬ 
dorp, Lichtenburg and Klerksdorp. Meanwhile 
Methuen was railed to Mafeking and marched to 
Lichtenburg, where he arrived on 3rd May; five 
columns operating from the east worked towards 
him, but everything appears to have gone wrong, 
and the operation was nearly barren of results. 


Strength of Columns. 

Lieufc.-Col. Benson - - - 360 horses 

,, Sir H. Rawlinson (late Shekleton) 1600 ,, 

Brig.-Gen. Dixon (late Cunningham) - 1050 ,, 

Major-Gen. Babington - - 860 ,, 

Lieut.-Gen. Lord Methuen - - 1290 ,, 


With the exception of the force under Methuen 
and the chase on 23rd and 24th March there were 
no long marches performed by these horses, but the 
work, though interrupted for two or three weeks at 
a time, was very trying, especially as the change 
from old to new v Colonials and Yeomanry Con¬ 
tingents was occurring. Dixon, for example, 
received several hundreds of men during April, and 
had, like Methuen, to devote that month to their 
training. 

During the operations narrated horse sickness 
was very prevalent among the columns, the district 
in which they were moving being notoriously in¬ 
fective. Mr. F. B. Gresham, of Newark, who was 
C.V.S., with Shekleton’s, and afterwards, Rawlin- 
son’s columns, tells me that during March Shekle¬ 
ton’s column lost 32 animals from this disease. He 
has also been good enough to give me the general 
return of sick for that month, which is here produced 
as evidence of this class of wear and tear. 

Shekleton’s Column. 

Strength in horses 1499 1 Remounts received during 
,, mules 470 / the month 534 


Deaths 

. 

60 

Destruction 

. 

100 

Abandoned 

- 

4 

Loss by captures 


15 

179 


The monthly dead loss was 9 %, of which only a 
trifle (four animals) occurred in action. In addition 
there was at the end of the month a sick list of 
about 140 animals, made up principally of sore 
backs (87 cases), lameness from contusions (25 
cases), and exhaustion (28 cases). 

Mr. Gresham has been able to furnish me with 
three months’ wear and tear in the 2nd Regiment 
of M.I. which belonged to this column. 




Original 

Died and 




strength 

destroyed 

Missing 

Feb. 1 to Mar. 8 

355 horses 

32 

5 

Mar. 9 

May 3 

465 „ 

75 

1 

May 4 

May 31 

489 ,, 

49 

1 
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In three months this regiment suffered a dead loss 
of 160 horses, or nearly 11£% a month, this is quite 
exclusive of the- temporary loss due to sickness. 
Horse sickness and inexperience of horse manage¬ 
ment were responsible for nearly all these losses. 

We are now in the middle of May. Everything 
pointed to a southerly movement of De la Rey, and 
three columns converged on Wolmanstaad. The 
intelligence was defective in the sense that no con¬ 
centration of Republican forces was occurring, 
though De la Rey had gone south in order to cross 
into the Free State and meet Steyn and De Wet, 
p. 159. He left behind him General Kemp, who 
was situated close to Dixon’s camp at Naauwpoort 
(a few miles south of Olifant’s Nek). Kemp took 
advantage, while Dixon was out clearing farms, to 
attack him at Vlakfontein on 29th May. The 
attack was made under the shelter of a veldt fire. 
“ Out of the very flames there suddenly burst a 
torrent of 500 Boers, some firing from horseback, 
others leading their ponies and firing as they ran.* ” 
Dixon’s mounted men were mainly recruits; 
before this advance they gave way, but after 
desperate fighting and heavy losses among the 
troops the position and guns were saved by the 
infantry. The loss of horses is unknown: all the 
artillery animals were killed,and this prevented the 
enemy removing the captured guns. + Five 
columns rushed to avenge this attack, but Kemp’s 
forces dissolved. The veterinary officer present at 
Vlakfontein was C.V.S. R. G. Anderson (now 
Captain A.V.C., T.F.), who was attached to the 
Scottish Horse. By vigorous measures he was 
able to save a stampede of the transport, which, 
parked a short distance from the scene of attack, 
was suddenly seized with panic and bolted when 
the shells dropped amongst it. 

CAPE COLONY . 

Operations, March-Mat, 1901. 

The expulsion of De Wet from Cape Colony still 
left Kritzinger to be dealt with. He had been 
followed as far as the Sneeuw Mountains, which lie 
midway between Middleburg and Graaf Reinet, 
but the chase after De Wet had withdrawn all but 
two of the columns following him (see p. 154), those 
of Gorringe and Herbert, and these held on to his 
tortuous course. This was devoid of any special 
objective excepting that of travelling in the line of 
least resistance, and doing what damage he could 
to the railway. He was back in the Sneeuw 
Mountains on 25th February, rode north and dis¬ 
appeared. On 5th March he was found by Gorringe 
to have travelled south, and was located at Pearston, 
north-west of Somerset East, towards which he was 
driven, De Lisle being railed to cut him off. It 
failed, for Kritzinger crossed the line, and going 
north through Adelaide got into the Winter Berg 

* “ Times History,” Vol. v., p. 282. 

f The last man left uninjured at the guns was the 
Farrier-Sergeant of the Battery. 


Mountains which he traversed, and pointing in the 
direction of Burghersdorp crossed the Bamboes 
Mountains, passed over another line of railway, just 
west of Storm berg Junction, threatened Burghers¬ 
dorp, destroyed a British post, captured a supply 
train, and w’as at Knaapdar a few miles south 
of Bethulie on the Orange River at the end 
of March. During the latter part of this chase the 
columns of Henniker, Codrington and Crabbe 
joined in. At Knaapdar he was lost; for 250 miles 
he had been followed, during which time two 
mountain ranges had been crossed. It was not 
until 11th April he was heard of again, when he 
was found south of Middleburg, where he had united 
with Fouch6, and was chased by Crewe who had 
come from C. Knox. Kritzinger, followed by 
Crewe, went north, crossed the Orange River, and 
got into the Free State, f Meanwhile, Scheepers 
had been leading Grenfell and Parsons an equally 
fruitless chase in the district lying between Aber¬ 
deen and Willowmore. 

Scheepers, with whom at this time was Fouch6, 
was chased by Parsons, Scobell and Colenbrander 
through the districts of Aberdeen, Graaf Reinet, 
Jansenville, and Somerset East. On 6th there was 
a fight at Aberdeen with Parsons, on 15th one with 
Scobell, who, by a 45-mile march prevented the 
enemy from attacking Jansenville. Malan now 
joined Scheepers and Fouch6, and Scobell attacked 
and broke up the Commandos on 20th March, 
causing them heavy loss. Scheepers and Malan 
hurried to the Camdeboo Mountains, west 
of Graaf Reinet, followed by Scobell; Fouche made 
for Pearston followed by Warden, from whom 
he escaped and joined Kritzinger south of Middle¬ 
burg, as related above. Scheepers and Malan were 
not again heard of until the end of April, when they 
were found in the vicinity of Pearston and driven 
north by Scobell and Henniker. Lukin, who came 
out of Cradock, attacked them on the flank, but 
they doubled back, were chased by Henneker and 
separated, Malan going north by Cradock, Scheepers 
making south for Somerset. The latter on his way 
was attacked by Henneker who had come back by 
rail, and after being roughly handled escaped in a 
snowstorm on 12th May, and made for the Camde¬ 
boo. Malan meanwhile was chased by Scobell to 
the west of Cradock; there w 7 as a fight on 2nd of 
May and another on 20th, Malan being driven 
north in the direction of Maraisburg ; here lie was 
saved by meeting the returning Kritzinger, who had 
re-crossed the Orange River and was making south. 

Kritzinger’s return across the Orange River on 
17th May, with re-inforcements and remounts, was 
effected in the face of six columns on the south 
bank and three on the north. He was joined by 
Fouche who w r as awaiting him in the Jamestown 
district. The latter had slipped past Gorringe and 

* Gorringe was refitting. Codrington’s column was 
broken up. 

f It can hardly be said he was driven across the Orange 
River. His visit was voluntary, and connected with recruits 
and remounts. 
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Crewe, who now endeavoured to prevent their 
junction. The two Commandos left the Zuur Borg 
Mountains, north of Stainsburg, from here they 
crossed the line south in spite of the 1500 men sent 
to block them ; they then picked up Malan, and 
the three Commandos marched south, Kritzinger 
did not get far; marching rapidly Gorringe got to 
the west of him and Scobell to the east, and he 
turned east to the Bamboos Mountains. 

Since the middle of April Haig had been in charge 
of the operations in the midland district, it w T as he 
who w'as now chasing Kritzinger with all the 
columns which could be spared. In the Barnboes 
Berg Kritzinger was pressed and harassed to such 
an extent that, leaving Malan behind, ho broke 
away east over the railway in the direction of 
Jamestown, it was now 29 th May. Scobell, 
strengthened by Lukin, and the 9th Lancers sent by 
rail from the Free State, closed the eastern outlet 
from Jamestown ; Gorringe, together with a column 
under Murray from the Orange River near Aliwal, 
spread out around the north ; Crabbe, Wyndham, 
and Monro (also from the Free State) closed in the 
west. It was the biggest combination of columns 
since the I)e Wet chase of the previous February. 
Eight columns containing 4000 horses formed one 
large circle around the invader. lie charged 
through, and on 2nd of June raided and captured 
Jamestown, where he replenished ammunition, 
supplies, and obtained remounts. Pursued by 
Scobell and Gorringe to the north-east, he was 
surprised and severely handled by Scobell on 6th of 
Juno, and escaped on foot; on 7th June Gorringe, 
together with a column from Aliwal under White 
(648 horses) attacked him, hut he again escaped. 
Malan, whom he had left behind in the Bam hoes 
Berg, also escaped, but Wyndham, now close to 
Steynberg, captured some prisoners. 

An attempt has been made above to give some 
notion of the severity of these operations on horses 
and the numbers employed. A hundred miles ol 
marching are very soon covered in this class of work, 
even when the actual area of operations, as in the 
last recorded, is relatively small. Kritzinger’s; 
circular course from the Orange River to where he 
disappeared was not much more than a hundred 
miles, but that does not represent the distance 
travelled by the columns which chased him through¬ 
out. 

The political, as apart from the military, import¬ 
ance of all operations in Cape Colony was enormous, 
and out of all proportion to the material damage a 
few wandering hands might inflict. To realise 
this, it may be mentioned that in Cape Colony alone 
there were at this time no less than nearly 50,000 
troops, regular and irregular, under arms for the 
repulsion of two or three determined men with a 
following only numbering hundreds. That being 
so, it can readily be understood that the capture of 
these bands could only be effected bv the mounted 
columns ; the sparing of horses could meet with no 
consideration. Night and day, in all weathers, 
mounted columns travelled over stoney karoo, up 


the rugged precipitous sides of mountain 4000 to 
5000 feet above sea level, then hustled into the 
train, bundled out in a few hours, or perhaps two or 
three days later, saddled up, and once more march¬ 
ing in search of their elusive enemy who probably 
by now was miles away in an opposite direction. 

It is impossible to present any connected account 
of these operations in Cape Colony, which for 
eighteen months harassed both the military and 
political authorities. The “ Official History,” in 
referring to this fact, describes the operations as 
kaleidoscopic. Commandos would combine and 
threaten, dissolve and scatter to various points of 
the compass to then unite elsewhere. They had no 
objective excepting that of making themselves un¬ 
pleasant, so that military instinct could not divine 
their next move ; there was no scheme, especially 
at this time, in the Midland district. Later, when 
a Transvaal General invaded the Colony, Cape Town 
was the objective, but Kritzinger, Fouche, Scheepers 
and Malan were satisfied to roam through districts 
in the heart of the Colony, and in the centre of dis¬ 
loyalty, and succeeded in keeping more than an 
Army Corps under arms with enormous waste of 
horses. How that wastage was brought about the 
above brief account has attempted to explain. 

CAPE COLONY . 

Operations in the North-West, 

Ai-ril-Octoueii, 1901. 

In April, a column under Jeudwine, 500 strong, 
had left De Aar for the north-west of the Colony, 
the old focus of infection, p. 61. On 12th May it 
was at Brandvlei. In June it had reached Kat 
Kop, 230 miles due west of De Aar, having patrolled 
the intervening districts which were in a condition 
of smouldering rebellion, shadowed the whole wav 
by a force of the enemy under Commandant Conroy. 
Definite shape was being given to the disloyalty of 
this distant north-west by one of Scheeper’s lieut¬ 
enants, by name Maritz, a man of remarkable 
ability and genius for organisation. At present 
Maritz avoided Jeudwine as lie was not ready, but 
ho marched about the country travelling immense 
distances. His movements gave Jeudwine some 
severe marching in this outlying district of Calvinia, 
over mountains and dreary sandy wastes which 
proved most exhausting to his transport. On 8th 
June Jeudwine made a forced march of 54 miles in 
24 hours against Maritz who disappeared, and after 
further marching he was obliged to go to Calvinia 
to rest and refit. In two days he was out again to 
relieve a post 48 miles west of Calvinia, marching 
all night through heavy rain he covered the distance 
in 24 hours and relieved the place Hearing Maritz 
was still to the west of him he followed and got in 
touch on 25th June, but Maritz marched away taking 
his Burghers on a 200-mile ride ; Jeudwine followed 
him for days, Maritz travelling from time to time 
in opposite directions in order to mystify his 
pursuer. 
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Jeudwine followed him up to 8th July, on 
which date he made the almost incredible march 
of 68 miles, when he handed over the column to 
Capper. Jeudwine’s marches were attended with 
but little fighting and have not been sufficiently 
recognised. In 54 days he had marched 1150 
miles, an average of over 21 miles a day, “ in the 
face of incredible difficulties of supply, transport 
and conditions of road.” 0 

During July Maritz remained in the inaccessible 
regions of Sutherland. Capper could barely obtain 
a sight of his bands, which hovered over precipices 
and heights inaccessible to guns and transport. 
The position of Maritz at Sutherland, close to the 
railway and near to Cape Town, was part of a 
programme. He was waiting for Smuts from the 
Transvaal. In August he disappeared on one of 
his long marches, and was next heard of at Van 
Ryn’s Dorp, 40 miles north of Clanwilliam, which 
he captured on 7th and replenished his stores, 
ammunition and horses. Capper followed him 
thither but was late; he then went to Calvinia, and 
hearing Maritz was in his old haunt at Brandvlei, 
west of the Zak River, 80 miles north of Calvinia, 
he adopted the night marching and day resting 
tactics, found so useful elsewhere, and surrounded 
the laager, but the enemy galloped through. Capper 
now did over a 200-mile march to Ceres on the 
Cape Town railway (65 miles north east of Cape 
Town), where he arrived on 15th September; until 
the 15th October his force was employed barring 
the entrance to the capital against the inroad of 
Maritz. This leader had largely recruited, and was 
virtual ruler over the north-western districts ; he 
was now ready to carry out his part of the invasion 
programme with Smuts, which constituted the entry 
into Cape Town, but these events will be separately 
considered. We have been compelled in the interests 
of the narrative to carry these operations in the 
dreary desert districts of the north-west, to a point 
in advance of the general operations. 

TRANSVAAL. 

Operations Northern Transvaal, 

March—April, 1901. 

While the drive across the Eastern Transvaal, 
recorded at p. 156, was coming to an end, operations 
against the north and north-eastern portions, in the 
area enclosed on the west by the Petersburg line, 
and on the south by that to Komati Poort, were 
being projected. The irregular square over which 
these operations were conducted had sides each of 
about 140 miles, and was divided down its centre by 
a river, the Olifants, which separates the flat bush 
country on the west from the mountainous area on 
the east. Hitherto we have seen very little of either 
of these countries. In Paget’s operations through the 
bush veldt north to Nylstroom in August, 1900, p. 95, 
the fighting was nearly all in the neighbourhood 

* “Official History,” Vol. iv., p. 354. 


of the railway. The only glimpse of the mountain¬ 
ous area was that afforded by Buller’s operations 
to Lydenburg,p.99. It was now intended to again 
advance along the Nylstroom line and beyond, and 
seize Petersburg, a place which had never yet been 
visited during the war, and was known to be the 
seat of great activity. It will be remembered that 
the occupation of Pietersburg from the north was 
the objective of the Rhodesian Field Force, and we 
have seen that it fell through. Pietersburg to 
Middleburg (Transvaal) form the northern and 
southern points of the present opeiations; the 
eastern and western being indicated by Lydenburg 
and Nylstroom respectively. From a veterinary 
point the two areas of bush and mountain divided 
by the Olifants River are important, as one is a 
deadly place for horse-sickness during this time of 
the year, while the other is healthy, though its 
stupendous mountain ranges of extraordinary 
grandeur offer a dreadful barrier to animals engaged 
in military operations. 

The operations now undertaken had two objects, 
the capture of the Transvaal Government, which 
lived in the mountainous region, together with 
Viljoen who operated from there against the rail¬ 
way, and the seizure of the enemy’s base at Pieters¬ 
burg. Columns were to be employed operating 
north from the Delagoa line, driving the Govern¬ 
ment and the Commandos in the direction of 
Pietersburg ; meanwhile, Pietersburg having been 
captured was to be used as a base for blocking the 
drifts over the Olifants River, and so denying 
escape in a westerly direction to the quarry, which 
it was hoped would then be compelled to keep 
moving north where troops would be ready to 
receive them. 

The first step was to be taken by the indefatig¬ 
able Plumer, whom we last saw with his column in 
the vicinity of Brandfort on 10th March, after the 
hig chase of De Wet (p. 156). On the 22nd of that 
month his column was in the train for Pretoria, 
and on 26th March he left there for Pietersburg. 
Great economy of animal life was practised by him 
in utilising the railway for his transport and 
artillery, and so sparing his animals through the 
sandy bush country about to be traversed. In 
spite of the damaged condition of the line two 
construction trains repaired it as fast as his troops 
were able to move, while a supply train kept him 
fed. Pietersburg was occupied on 8th April, and 
the commando of Beyers disappeared to the East. 
From Pietersburg he marched S.E. for the 
Olifants River, in doing so crossing the Strydpoort 
range of mountains, which separated him from it, 
through a pass in a solid granite wall only fifty feet 
wide. There were thirteen drifts to hold on the 
Oliphant’s River over a distance of fifty miles, and 
he was in occupation of them by 10th April. 
Meanwhile the driving columns from the east were 
being placed in position. Six were employed 
working from Middleburg, Belfast, and Lydenburg, 
the whole under the command of Sir Bindon Blood, 
who had been brought from India owing to his 
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knowledge of mountain warfare. The six columns 
had the following strength : 


Lydenburg, Lt.-Col. Park 

*200 horses 

,, Mb j.-Gen. F. W. Kitchener 

550 ,, 

Witklip, Lt.-Col. Douglas 

330 „ 

Relfast, Lt.-Col. Pultency 

750 ,, 

Middleburg, Lt.-Col. Henson 

GOO ,, 

,, Maj.-Gen. Reatson 

600 ., 


3150 ,, 


The number of mules is not stated, hut as there 
were (>700 fighting men there would he about ‘2500 
mules. The general results of these operations 
may he briefly stated—both the Government and 
Viljoon escaped. The latter being in such difficul¬ 
ties that he had to abandon his guns and burn his 
transport. The Government escaped south before 
a shot was fired ; it crossed the line a little east of 
Middlohurg without difficulty and proceeded to 
Ermolo. Viljoen awaited results in tho vicinity of 
Boos Konokal, and made no move until 19th April. 
On ‘20th four columns were near him, two being 
within eight miles, yet ho eluded both and crossed 
tho Olifants Rivor at a section which had been 
told off to Boatson, escaping on 22nd April by an 
unguarded drift, after a 19 hours march. Fie then 
decoived his enemy by an intentional march in the 
wrong direction, finally going south, and incredible 
as it may appear, camped for several days a few 
milos north of tho lino at Balmoral, and from here 
attacked Boatson in tho rear. In the first days of 
May he crossed the line and joined the Govern¬ 
ment at Ermolo. These throe wcoks of activity 
had produced 55,000 bead of stock, munitions of 
war, and many prisoners and surrenders, but the 
important persons had escaped. 

The marching done in tho mountainous districts 
was very trying. F. W. Kitchener covered 150 
milos in tho worst part of tho country, hut the force 
under Plumer had probably the most trying exper¬ 
ience owing to tho unhealthy nature of the area in 
which thoy were operating. When he arrived at 
Pretoria on 22nd March, before proceeding to 
Pietorsburg, a now contingent, tho 6th New Zea¬ 
land Mounted Rifles, joined him. They had only 
arrived on the previous day after a voyage of 48 
days from Auckland to Fast London, and a four 
days journoy to Pretoria by rail. 

They were absolutely unfit to take the field; of 
tho 580 horses embarked at Auckland 16 died on 
tho voyage, 57 were unable to loavo East- London 
owing to injuries, 13 died in tho train on the way 
to Pretoria, 3 died in camp on arrival there, and 5 
wero sent to hospital. During the march to Pieters- 
hurg they naturally suffered from exhaustion, 
laminitis, and sore backs, due to the enormous kit 
carried ; catarrh and strangles also appeared. The 
first case of “horse-sickness” occurred on 4th April, 
from that time onward cases were frequent. On 
12th April tho Queensland Imperial Bushmen 
joined Plumer; they also bad just landed in the 
country and wero entrained immediately and sent 
by rail to Pietorsburg ; a large number were un¬ 
shod and many suffering from ship injuries and | 


pneumonia. About this time cases of glanders 
were detected among the New Zealand horses. 
Next to horse-sickness the most formidable trouble 
was veldt sores and quittor due to the thick thorny 
bush country in which the force was operating. 
Twenty per cent, of the entire force was rendered 
unserviceable from this cause, and many had to be 
destroyed owing to septic infection. 

During Plumer’s operations a mobile veterinary 
hospital was formed at Pienaar’s River which 
received the earlier cases, and a little later a Field 
Veterinary Hospital was opened at Pietorsburg, to 
which many animals were sent from the columns on 
the Olifants; the distance, however, was 40 miles, 
which was against the quittor cases. 

The following table shows the wastage in General 
Plumer’s Force, which was of course enormously 
increased by the two regiments previously men¬ 
tioned being absolutely unfit to take the field. 

Strength on leaving Pretoria 1*250 horses 

,, ,, ,, 1050 mules 

Died or destroyed on march to Pietersburg 49 ,, 
Sent to F.V.H. at Pienaars River 27 

Strength on arriving at Pietersburg 21*24 animals 


Strength of horses on leaving Pietersburg 
for operations on Oliphant’s ltiver, 14th 
April (Remounts had been received since 


leaving Pretoria) 

1732 

Died of Horse Sickness 

323 

Died, destroyed from other causes 

239 

Sent to F.V.H., Pietersburg 

Strength on 0th May on arriving at Silver- 
ton, a few miles east of Pretoria 

120 

(of which 142 are unfit) 

893 

Loss 

830 horses 

Strength of mules on leaving Pietersburg 

1145 

Casualties on march to Silverton 

43 


Strength on arrival 1102 

Wo have here a record of 323 cases of horse sick¬ 
ness occurring in a strength of 1732 horses in the 
space of 22 days (18“,), as a matter of fact no horse 
died from the disease after 1st of May, so that theie 
wero 323 deaths in 17 days. 

The veterinary officers with Plumer’s Column 
were Lieuts. (now Major) W. D. Smith, A.Y.D., 
McLeod, 4th Q.I.B., Tucker 5th Q.I.B., and C.Y.S. 
Glasse. I am indebted to Major Smith for the 
above statistics. 

EASTERN TRANSVAAL. 

Operations, Mat—Auuust, 1901. 

In the operations undertaken during the month 
of May the underlying scheme is not very clear, 
excepting that from north and south, i.r. from the 
Delagoa and Natal lines, columns were to advance 
into the interior of the Eastern Transvaal and do 
all tho damage they could. Six columns under 
Blood started from the northern and three from the 
southern railway on 13th May, a total of 9.SO0 
horses, and converged on Ermelo, hut with no 
results. The columns then worked independently. 
Plumer taking in Bethel and then going to Piet 
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Retief. It was while he was sending in a convoy 
from Bethel to Standerton that an attack was made 
on it at Mooifontein on 25th May. Harrassed 
for days it was finally set upon front and rear, and 
the grass lighted; under the smoke from this 
charges were made. The only thing which dis¬ 
tinguished Mooifontein from scores and scores of 
similar convoy attacks was the heavy losses. This 
class of work is most severe on transport animals. 

An important duty falling to these columns was 
that of chasing the Transvaal Government; this 
went on continually for a fortnight, during which 
time the Government found itself running first 
into one and then into another column, but always 
evading capture, and even succeeding in meeting 
the Free State Government near Standerton. At 
this meeting the momentous decision was taken of 
prolonging the war, DelaRey undertaking to 
invade Gape Colony, the command being given to 
General Smuts. 

The news of Vlakfontein, p. 163, took Allenby from 
the Eastern totheWestern Transvaal. Beatson,while 
marching from the Delagoa railway to Bethel, had 
a portion of his column surprised at Wilwansnist 
on 12th June and was badly beaten. Three hundred 
and fifty horses were lost. 0 This reverse caused 
all the columns in the Eastern Command to 
assemble in the Bethel district, and four of those, 
including a new Cavalry Brigade under Babington, 
demonstrated from Bethel as far as the vicinity of 
Johannesburg, but did no good. During this time 
Viljoen recrossed the line, and coming in contact 
with Benson suffered damage. 

One of the characteristics of a war of this kind 
is the rapid change which a few hours may bring 
about. In a few days the Eastern Transvaal, so 
recently the scene of excitement, and the hunting 
ground of several columns, was almost wholly 
deserted, they having been sent to other areas which 
had suddenly become the scone of renewed activity. 
Blood, with his column, passed in July across the 
line into the N.E. Transvaal, Allenby was called 
off in June. Six other columns, including that ol 
Plumer, left in July. The Eastern Transvaal was 
quiet, but the commandos w-ere still there, so was 
the Government; both required a rest, so went into 
hiding. One column only remained, that of Benson, 
whose method of operations caused the maximum 
of inconvenience and loss to the enemy. With an 
excellent intelligence system under a local officer, 
Colonel Wools-Sampson, he substituted night for 
day raids. Night work for horses is most exhaust¬ 
ing, and a high degreo of discipline is required to 
afford them protection from the irregularities which 
occur in the dark, even under skilful control. As 
an example of this we may take the apparently 


• In this affair, Lieut. Sherlock, Veterinary Officer, Vic¬ 
torian Mounted Rifles, distinguished himself and was 
mentioned in despatches in the following terms: “At 
Wilmansrust when the doctor was killed he took charge of 
40 wounded, and by his skill and attention much alleviated 
suffering and danger. An excellent officer in his own 
Department.” —London Gazette , 20th August, 1001. 


simple subject of “saddling up,” an operation 
never easy even in daylight with a heavy kit, but 
in the dark it requires the greatest care to ensure 
that matters are satisfactory. The loose end of a 
strap is a prolific source of injury, to say nothing 
of a portion of the impedimenta resting on the 
spine. Benson, besides being a very fine soldier 
was an excellent horsemaster ; ho had been trained 
in the best school of horsemastership in the Army, 
i.e. in the Artillery. Ho knew r w r hat horses re¬ 
quired, and none valued more than lie the attention 
to detail, which is the essence of horse manage¬ 
ment. With officers and men trained in the care 
and management of horses, the first stop had been 
taken to put into operation those brilliant military 
qualifications which unfortunately were so soon to 
be lost to the Army. Benson’s column became the 
scare of the Eastern Transvaal. Long night marches 
of thirty and forty miles, and an attack at dawn 
w’ere his chief weapons, and during the two months 
of July and August ho kept the Republican Forces 
in a condition of anxious anticipation. Meamvhile 
Botha, who commanded in this area, though not 
in evidence, w r as not idle ; I 10 w T as maturing a 
scheme which kept him occupied elsewdiere, and no 
reprisals on Benson were at present attempted. 
His scheme was the invasion of Natal, and formed 
part of the general programme for the invasion of 
British Territory, of which Smuts, whom we have 
yet to see, had already carried out his share in 
Cape Colony. Ermelo was Botha’s poiut of con¬ 
centration for this, the second Natal raid, and 
thither at the end of August the commandos 
collected. 

NORTH AND NORTH-EAST TRANSVAAL . 

July-Auoust, 1901. 

In the north-east Transvaal the columns of 
Blood and Kitchener worked hard for the next two 
months with variable success, but the country wore 
out men and horses. Muller had temporarily taken 
the place of Viljoen, and gave a good deal of trouble. 
As usual when tired, the Commandos went into 
hiding. The columns then returned to their station, 
or frequently, as we have seen, were sent to some 
more pressing point. In the northern Transvaal 
columns under Grenfell, Colenbrander, Wilson and 
McMicking scoured the district even as far as 60 
miles north of Pietersburg. Beyors, who w r as back 
in his district, gave them a great deal of work, but 
for the present there was no indication of his 
bringing his Commando together. 

During the operations under General Blood in 
the eastern and North-eastern Transvaal further 
development for the care of the sick in the Field 
took place. A mobile hospital accompanied his 
columns and received the sick which were no longer 
under regimental care. These w r ere driven quietly 
along in mobs of about 50; three natives under a 
white superintendent were found sufficient for this 
number. The animals grazed as they travelled. 
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The hospital was furnished with transport and was 
under the care of Lieut. Todd. It moved daily with 
the supply column, so that the difficulty of feeding 
animals was lessened. Finally it took up a central 
position at Carolina, and later at Wonderfontein, 
receiving not only the sick but the animals captured 
by columns. The sick were, from time to time, 
evacuated to the base hospital on the line, which 
was stationed at Middleburg. The reception of 
captured stock was disadvantageous from a veteri¬ 
nary point. Possible friction with the Remount 
Department was prevented by the Veterinary 
Officer in charge being made Remount Officer for 
the Columns. 

For the northern operations the sick were sent 
into the hospital formed at Pietersburg. 

WESTERN TRANSVAAL. 

July—August, 1901. 

The month of July saw the introduction into the 
Western Transvaal of a scheme of offence which 
was destined to assume vast proportions. The 
readers of this history must have been struck by 
the rapidity with which an area swept by columns 
was re-occupied by the enemy, even before the 
sweeping operations had been brought to a close. 
Lord Kitchener determined to create artificial 
obstructions, and for this purpose wire fencing and 
blockhouses were introduced. These had for some 
time existed on the railway, at first for the protec¬ 
tion of bridges, but latterly for the whole length 
of the lino of rail in exposed districts. It was now 
part of his scheme to enclose the country in a 
similar manner, and for the protection of Johannes¬ 
burg an area of the Western Transvaal was fenced 
in and defended by the miniature forts. In this 
way the question of supply was simplified and the 
risk of capture of convoys and consequent loss of 
animals greatly reduced. Eighty square miles of 
the Western Transvaal around the heart of the 
State were protected by the middle of September. 

The military operations in the Western Trans¬ 
vaal, which for two months had not been active, 
were marked towards the end of August by six 
columns, employing 6,500 horses, moving against 
Kemp in the Eastern part of the Zwartruggen 
Mountains west of the Magaliesberg. He, however, 
escaped further west, and in a day or two as 
Methuen, whoso column took part in the above 
movement, was returning to Zeerust, Kemp attacked 
him in the valley of the Marico River and caused 
him heavy loss. 

CAPE COLONY. 

June-August, 1901. 

The onemy without transport or supplies could 
not have lived a week in Cape Colony had it not 
been for their friends and sympathisers, who were 
legion. Nearly the whole Dutch population was 
disloyal. Among the other absolute ossentials to 


the existence of a Commando were horses, and these 
they furnished. 

We have seen that in December, 1900, orders 
were issued for all animals in the affected districts 
to be brought into military posts, excepting those 
which could be protected. The result of this order 
was to produce some 25,000 horses, the majority of 
which were termed “protected stock,” and have 
been already referred to p. 133. This did not 
represent by any means the horse population of the 
districts; nothing was easier than to hide large 
numbers of animals from the sight of patrols, and 
these were used by the enemy. 

In April an order was issued that all remounts 
required by the columns operating in the Cape 
Colony should be obtained from local supply. To 
meet this several remount depots were opened, the 
largest being at Cradock, the centre of a horse- 
breeding district. This tapped a source of supply 
which had hitherto been largely neglected, for 
reasons discussed at p. 132. Nevertheless, the fact 
remains that up to the end of the war horses suita¬ 
ble for Commando were always at the disposal of 
the enemy. It was this factor which enabled the 
Republican Forces to roam about the Colony with 
comparative impunity, as may have been judged 
from what has already been related of their move¬ 
ments. 

Early in June, General French was appointed in 
command of all the troops operating in the Cape. 
At this time there were nine mobile columns, an 
aggregate of 5800 horses. Among these were three 
regiments of cavalry, 9th, 16th and 17th Lancers, 
Cape Police, Cape Mounted Rifles, and about 1000 
Yeomanry, the latter being very backward in train¬ 
ing. * Gorringe’s Defence Force was broken up 
and newly constituted. Scobell, Crabbe, Crewe, and 
Monro remained in the Field, Henniker was suc¬ 
ceeded by B. Doran, and Wyndham and Lund came 
on as Column Commanders. The headquarters of 
General French was established at Middelburg 
(Cape), and Major Philips, A.V.D., was appointed 
to his staff as Senior Veterinary Officer. 

Kritzinger, who was last seen on 7th June, was 
located on the 14th trekking South through the 
Bam hoes Mountains, and was followed by Monro 
and Crabbe in the direction of Tarkastad. Here 
he was engaged and suffered heavy loss, but 
escaped towards Cradock, where he captured a 
patrol on 20th June, which entailed a loss of 60 
horses. B. Doran, Scobell, and Crewe endeavoured 
to close him within the Tandjes Borg Mountains, 
lying between Cradock and Graaf Reinet, but he 
escaped north, while Commandant Van Reenen, 
who was with him, went south. A chase of 200 
miles was now carried out by Crabbe, but the 
commando reached the Bamboes Berg in safety by 
the end of June. Crabbe had now to refit, and 
Haig was detailed to look after Van Reenen. 
Malan was heard of early in June as being in the 
mountains west of Maraisburg ; he moved into those 

* “Times History,” Vol. v., p. 812. 
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south of Middelburg, and was followed by Crewe, 
by whom he was chased from one point to another 
of this extremely difficult country. On 23rd June 
it was found that he had gone north-west to Rich¬ 
mond ; this he attacked and inflicted severe loss on 
the garrison after many hours fighting, but the 
arrival of Lund on 26th June drove him north-east 
to Hanover, where he made a stand against Lund, 
was defeated with loss, and he and his band 
dispersed. 

Scheepers, whose domicile was in the inaccessible 
mountains to the west of Graaf Reinet, kept 
B. Doran engaged ; in spite of being watched he 
attacked Willowmore, 70 miles away, on June 1. 
French determined to surround his stronghold by 
means of columns, and to send in another to hunt 
him out. On July 12 the troops were in position, 
and Scobell had already scored some success, when 
a gap occurred in the ring and Scheepers broke out 
on 15th. A party belonging to his Commando had 
a day or two previously burnt the railway station at 
Aberdeen, thirty miles south-east. When Scheepers 
escaped, Malan, recently at Hanover, joined him ; 
they were followed north by Wyndham, who on 
19th was still close behind; on 20th Wyndham had 
to halt for his transport. Scheepers then went 
west to the Cape Railway, and on the same day 
attacked and burnt a troop train thirty miles north 
of Beaufort West, inflicting considerable loss. He 
then crossed the line and went out into the west, a 
region where his presence was least desired. A 
partial recompense for his escape was the scatter¬ 
ing of a band under Latigan (a commander who had 
returned with Kritzinger) by Scobell on the night 
of the 21st, resulting in many captures including 
105 horses. 

Kritzinger, who had escaped north from the 
Tandjes Berg in June did not proceed far, and was 
located by Crabbe in the middle of July. The 
latter, while manoeuvring to drive Kritzinger south, 
was ambushed on 21st July at Jackalsfontcin , east 
of Witmoss Station (30 miles south of Cradock), 
and lost 200 horses. Kritzinger was now joined by 
Theron who had come from the Free State. Fouche 
remained in the north-east near the Transkei, 
where he had been obtaining horses and recruits. 
With him were Myburgh and Erasmus (two more 
Commandants lately brought across the Orange 
River by Kritzinger); they had previously been 
chased by Wyndham in the Molteno district, and 
now went north to Fouche whom they joined on 7th 
July. Two mobile columns existed in the north¬ 
east, one under Monro at Dordrecht, another under 
Moore at Aliwal North. Munro accordingly 
followed Myburgh and Erasmus northwards, and 
Moore came out of Aliwal to deal with Fouch6. On 
14th Moore was seriously engaged with Fouche 
north-east of Jamestown; the action lasted all day, 
and Moore retired. On 19th, having been re-in- 
forced, he followed the enemy west, and coming 
into contact there was fighting on 20th and 26th ; 
Fouch6 finally disappeared over the Orange River 
on 28th. Myburgh and Erasmus were joined by a 


fresh Commando from the Free Slate, and were 
attacked by Gorringe on 30th July north of 
Dordrecht. Gorringe chased them for a week, 
surrounded the body near Stoynsberg and did 
considerable damage, but the Commando broke 
through. 

These various Commandos had had some expei i- 
ence of the hustling principle which had been 
inaugurated, and French now considered they were 
suitably placed for driving tactics to be established. 
His force was contained within a vast square 
of the midland district, of which the railway forms 
three sides. With his eight columns placed at 
intervals, on a line running from Victoria West— 
Middelburg—Sterkstroom (from point to point a 
distance of nearly 200 miles), he marched them 
south on 30th July over a narrow front so as to 
enable the various Commandos to get between and 
behind them. The distance south was 70 miles; it 
necessitated crossing the mountain range which, 
under various names, runs transversely across the 
Cape from Beaufort West to Stutterheim. When 
south of this range on 3rd August his columns 
were dispersed from Beaufort West, through Aber¬ 
deen to Witmoss and on to Seymour, points 210 
miles apart. They then turned about, opened 
out, and on 6th facing north drove for 100 miles 
towards the railway connecting De Aar with 
Storm berg. Scheepers at once broke out south 
near Aberdeen, and was followed by Alexander and 
Atherton, but seven Commandos were left between 
the driving line and the railway. ■ There were 
many fights during these operations. Scobell 
engaged Lotter and C. J. Botha, Crabbe and 
Kavanagh were busy with Kritzinger, all on the 
eastern end of the advancing line. Doran and 
Wyndham at the western end were dealing with 
Theron and Smit. The former escaped south, 
Smit was pressed north, and just west of Middol- 
burg was joined by Lotter and Botha, behind 
whom was Scobell and Ilunter-Weston (a new 
column commander). B. Doran coming up joined 
in the pressure and forced the three bodies north 
against the railway. Smit, however, escaped west, 
but Lotter and Botha were pressed in to the railway 
by Hun ter-Weston, Scobell, and Kavanagh. Some 
days prior to this Kritzinger had also found him¬ 
self against the railway, which was now not only 
blockhoused but patrolled by armoured trains. 
These be faced, broke across tho line on 10th 
August, went to Steynsburg, and reached the 
Zuurberg mountains, where he found tho two 
commandos of Van Reenen and Wessels. Gorringe 
and Crabbe were in hot pursuit, and driving the 
three bodies north compelled them after a 50-milo 
ride to cross the Orange River, inflicting severe 
loss on Kritzinger on 15th August. Lotter and 

* No sweeping operations could take place until the rail¬ 
way was blockhoused and wired in. This hitherto had not 
been necessary on the Cape lines. It seems almost beyond 
belief that a blockhoused barrier, 240 miles in length, was 
erected in fifteen days. See “Times History,” Vol. v., 
p. 314. 
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Botha hemmed against the railway boldly attacked 
it on 16th August but failed; their capture appeared 
certain. They turned on the converging columns, 
discovered a gap between them, rushed through in 
the dark and escaped south to the stronghold in 
the Tandjes Berg 50 miles away. Followed by 
Scobell and Kavanagh they were engaged in these 
mountains, separated and broke away. Scobell with 

B. Doran, who had just come up, chased Botha to 
the east, while Lotter remained in the Tandjes Berg, 
there being no available force to deal with him, 
Kavanagh having been withdrawn in consequence 
of news received that Theron was travelling hard 
from the south. Scobell and Doran wore down 

C. J. Botha’s commando but did not capture the 
leader. On 30th August they were refitting at 
Cradock. Smit when he went west made for 
Britstown followed by Lund, Bentinck, and 
Wyndham. Wyndham pursued him west of the 
Cape Town line for over 300 miles during August 
and the first days of September, finally losing him 
south of Sutherland. 

Scheepers wo have seen went south, Alexander 
and Atherton being in pursuit. He was located 
south of Uniondale in the middle of August. 
Alexander attacked him and was driven back with 
relatively heavy loss. S Atherton joined in and 
followed Scheepers, who going west in the direction 
of Cape Town caused grave anxiety for the stores 
collected at Swellendam and the remounts at 
Worcester. Nor was Scheepers now the sole 
anxiety, Theron reappeared, he was going south 
from Prince Albert. To deal with him another 
column had to be sent, and Kavanagh wont from 
Graaf Reinet to Willowmore, and on 2nd September 
moved against Theron, who was near Oudtshorn. 

It was in the early days of September that the 
first real success was obtained in this exhausting 
campaign in Capo Colony which had now lasted 
eight months. Lotter we last saw in the Tandjes 
Berg. Here on 1st September Scobell made 
arrangements for dealing with him. It took four 
days to execute these in such a way as to deceive 
Lotter. lie was in fancied security in a farmhouse 
near the village of Petersburg, situated in the 
Tandjes Berg mountains, due east of Graaf Reinet. 
The farm was rushed just after midnight on 5th 
September and the whole commando and leader 
captured after severe loss. Two hundred of his 
horses were also captured. 

The total number of horses engaged in the fore¬ 
going operations was 10,500, distributed over eight- 
toon columns. Their losses are unknown, but were 
very severe ; this may already have been gathered 
from the above record of the exhausting work they 
were called upon to perform. Numerous rest 
camps were established by General French to which 
horses were sent before being utterly done up; 
these were a sound economical measure. 


* It was during this attack that Lieut, (now Major) Carr, 
A.V.C., was severely wouuded and captured. 


SOUTTT-EA ST TEAXSVAAL . 

Botha’s March upon Natal, 

Se item her, 1901 . 

Gough’s Disaster—Forts Itala and Prospect. 

It was on 2nd September that General Botha set 
out from the neighbourhood of Ermelo (p. 167) for 
Piet Relief. His projected invasion of Natal had 
not been kept secret, it was talked of in Natal itself, 
and probably regarded as “ bluff.” Nevertheless, 
it was considered advisable to strengthen the 
scattered forces in the area of hostilities by bring¬ 
ing in columns from without; some of these arrived 
about the middle of August. Pulteney's (late 
Beatson’s) Column from Standerton and the 
Johannesburg Mounted Rilles under H. K. Stewart 
went to Utrecht and Dundee respectively, and raid¬ 
ing into the district of Vryheid found no enemy but 
heard many rumours. Stewart remained at Dundee 
8th September, and Colville from Standerton 
marched north-west in the direction of Amsterdam, 
thus crossing the road which Botha had already 
taken south. The latter’s progress was delayed by 
the heavy rains which had set in. Wheeled trans¬ 
port in this extremely difficult country was impossi¬ 
ble if speed meant anything, so that Botha’s 
supplies were carried by pack animals. Meanwhile 
information of his movements was obtained very 
slowly, but further troops concentrated at New¬ 
castle and South ; Gough’s Mounted Infantry came 
from Kroonstad in the Orange Free State, arriving 
at Dundee on 13th September; Garrett’s column 
from the same State on 6th September and pro¬ 
ceeded to Wakkerstroom. In due course Allenby 
from Pretoria, I. Hamilton from Klerksdorp, and 
Speirs from Kroonstad followed; Rundlo closed 
the Drakensberg to the west, and Elliot with his 
strong Division lay on the far side under their 
slopes, ready to act on either side of the mountain 
range. Practically all these movements were by 
rail, a saving in one sense to the animals concerned, 
though train injuries woro both frequent and 
serious. 

Botha was still going south, but the weather had 
told on his horses which were weak through want 
of grass which had not yet grown, so that he lost 
many on the way. Nothing definite was known of 
his movements until the 14th September, and it was 
then ascertained that he was marching on Utrecht. 
Pulteney at Wakkerstroom was the nearest to this 
point, 28 miles away ; the weather was atrocious 
for wheoled transport, and it took three days to 
cover 14 miles, while Botha, marching with pack 
transport, was putting in 11 miles daily. By the 
the 17th he was at Blood River Poort, a few miles 
east of Vryheid, and within 7 or 8 miles of the 
nearest point on the Natal frontier, which is here 
most irregular in configuration. 

Gough and Stewart, originally at Dundee, were, 
on 10th September, at De Jager’s Drift across the 
Buffalo River, on the Dundee-Vryheid road, along 
which a convoy was oxpected from Vryheid. To 
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ensure its safety in the present unsettled state both 
forces on 17th proceeded along the road, and finally 
arrived at Blood River Poort and saw a party of the 
enemy. These off-saddled and turned their horses 
out to graze, and Gough, determining to benefit by 
the opportunity thus afforded, swooped down on the 
incautious party, directing Stewart, a mile or so 
behind, to follow. As ho advanced with his force of 
three companies of Mounted Infantry and two 
guns, he was charged by two bodies of the enemy 
who had been unobserved; the first charge crumpled 
up his line from right to left, the second one struck 
him in front. In twenty minutes the whole of the 
survivors were prisoners, and forty-four were killed 
or wounded. All the horses, 250 in number, were 
lost, and the two guns.* Stewart behind could do 
no more than save the transport and hold the drift 
at De Jagers leading to Dundee. The effect of 
Gough’s obliteration was to produce the “sensation” 
which Botha in a letter previously written to 
Viljoen anticipated. Clemonts came from Ktander- 
ton and took over the forces of Stewart; Pulteney 
and I. Hamilton then concentrated at J)e dager's 
Drift. Bruce Hamilton was brought from tho Free 
State to direct the columns of Speirs and Allenby, 
which, since the 23rd, were lying at Vant Drift, 15 
miles south of De Jagers, and Botha, without 
attempting any passage of tho Buffalo as it was in 
flood, went almost due south in the direction of 
Zululand, and made for a point held by two forts, 
Itala and Prospect. He moved slowly; it is said 
his horses had suffered severely from heavy ground 
and exposure, | and it was 2Gth September before 
he reached the forts, GO miles away from the scene 
of the disaster to Gough. During these nine days 
every preparation had been made to defend the 
positions. 

Itala is the only one which interests us. It was 
held by 300 men of the 5th Division Mounted 
Infantry, the veterinary officer being C.V. Burgeon 
Probyn. The horse lines were placed in the centre 
of an entrenched position, which occupied a level 
surface at the foot of a long ridge running from 
Itala Mountain. There was really no fort, but 
merely open trenches with no cover for the animals. 
The attack on Itala began at 2 a.m. on 2Gth Sept. 
It was not unexpected ; tho garrison had been 
warned by Zulus of what was about to occur. 
What the “ Official History ” describes as a “ whirl¬ 
wind of bullets ” from 1500 rifles opened the fight, 
the first phase of which ceased just before dawn, 
but was renewed at daylight with still greater 

* C.V.S. J. H. Walker (now Agricultural Dept , S.A.) 
was the veterinary officer with Clough's M.T , and has been 
good enough to furnish me with notes of this disaster. 
Gough took the greatest care of his horses; he adopted 
every expedient to save them and get them in condition. A 
parade of the sick was held daily, and all his officers, follow¬ 
ing his example, Ht.rove hard for efficiency and reduction of 
mortality. Especial attention was given to the prevention 
of saddle injuries. The 2f>0 horses captured by Botha must 
have been a valuable asset to his force, as they were all in 
hard condition. 

f “ Times History,’’ Vol. v., p. 343. 
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intensity. From all sidos there streamed in a storm 
of lead so heavy that “ it seemed as though the 
defence must shortly be blown to pieces.”A 
ring of fire was poured out for twelve consecutive 
hours, at the end of which the enemy retired having 
suffered heavy loss. Tho British evacuated the 
position at midnight, leaving 59 wounded behind 
under the care of C.V. Burgeon Probyn. f Nearly 
all the horses, 222, of the M.I. were killed. 

Meanwhile, Fort Prospect, 15 miles away, was 
attacked for twelve hours, but this place was 
properly protected, and after a severe struggle tho 
enemy withdrew. Bruce Hamilton at Vant Drift, 
48 miles from Itala, started for its relief with 1G00 
men without transport, and in twenty-three hours 
reached Itala on 28th Bept., a great but useless 
march, as Botha was on bis way north and the 
garrison had relieved itself. 

Tho plan to catch Botha in this awkward part of 
the Transvaal led to a good deal of marching. As 
a matter of fact he was in a quandary ; there was 
only one outlet to tho high veldt available, and this 
was 100 miles away, hut lie wriggled past the 
various columns sent either in pursuit or to cut him 
off, and emerged from this pocket of the Transvaal 
unscathed. In this matter of cutting off Botha our 
forces moved slowly owing to the nature of the 
country and the use of ox waggons as transport. 
It was worth a supreme effort to effect the oblitera¬ 
tion of this Commando and its gallant chief. Bruce 
Hamilton, after his march to Itala, turned north and 
followed, hut he was too far behind. W. Kitchener 
was within ten miles of the enemy, and Clements 
not more than thirty miles off, hut errors and mis¬ 
understandings arose and nothing effective resulted. 
Plumcr had been brought from tho south of the 
Free State, hut was too late to he of use. Eight 
columns in all were employed in the endeavour to 
cut off Botha ; it gave tho animals an enormous 
amount amount of work but with no results. The 
roads were had, as evidence of which may he quoted 
the fact that it took W. Kitchener live days to 
march twenty-seven miles. Heavy rains and mists 
made matters extremely difficult ; day by day the 
horses of the various columns became more and 
more weakened by exposure, and the effects of 
insufficient food. The escape of Botha from an 
impossible position was soon to meet with its 
penalty. 

* “Official History,’’ Vol. iv., p. 220. 

f At the close of the first phase of the light, the medical 
officer of the garrison went out to render assistance to the 
wounded of a party which was outside the defence at the 
moment of attack. He was captured by the enemy, so that 
when the second attack was made there was no one to 
attend the wounded of the garrison, at a time when men 
were falling rapidly. C.V.S. I’robyn, now Captain A.V.C . 
during the twelve hours this stage of the fight lasted took 
entire charge of the wounded. For his services on this 
occasion he was mentioned in Lord Kitchener’s despatch of 
8th Oct. (London (ruzettc , 3rd Dec.. 11M)]). Colonel Chap¬ 
man, /ith Mounted Infantry, who commanded in tin? defence, 
greatly appreciated the care and skilled attention given to 
his wounded men, which must have resulted in the saving 
of much suffering and of many lives. 
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Thero were 9000 horses and an unknown number 
of mules and oxen employed in these operations. 
The losses were very heavy, but are unrecorded. 
The names of only a fow of the veterinary officers 
accompanying the columns are known, so that no 
list can he attempted. 

EASTERN TRANSVAAL. 

OcTOIlER, 1901. 

Bakenlaagte. 

Botha arrived at Amsterdam on 11th October, 
and here received a report of what had occurred in 
his absence. At present his movements were un¬ 
known. Matters in the Eastern Transvaal were 
in a bad way, for Benson’s column (p. 167) had been 
running riot, and became the fear of the country. 
All during September ho had been dealing heavy 
blows in the Caroline district, and performing 
marches which hitherto had never been attempted 
on an extended scale. For example, on the 10th, 
15th, and 16th long night marches brought their 
reward: on 18th a forty mile ride was followed by a 
smart attack on a laager and heavy captures. He 
travelled with a moveable supply depot, but in 
spite of all this transport, for the care of which he 
took infantry, it did not fetter his mobility. The 
enemy had to conform, and accordingly never 
spent two consecutive nights in the same laager, 
and their horses were saddled up before daybreak. 

The veil was lifted as to Botha’s movements on 
learning that he was at Athole on 18th October, 
and two columns brought from the Yaal to Stan- 
dcrton, commanded by Rimington and Rawlinson, 
were sent against him. Their operations on 25th 
October nearly resulted in his capture, he tied just 
in time, leaving his correspondence behind. After 
some other operations the two columns returned to 
Standerton to refit. 

Meanwhile Benson bad refitted at Middleburg, 
where many of his seasoned and trained men had 
been exchanged for those who had been doing line 
of communication work. lie left on 20th October 
with over 900 mounted men, infantry, 230 mule 
and 120 ox waggons, and about 2300 mules and 
1450 oxen. We give these numbers as indicating 
the amount of impedimenta necessary to enable 
even a small force to keep the field for several 
consecutive days. He was now, 30th October, 
returning to the line for supplies after a not very 
successful tour. The weather was wet, the drifts 
difficult, and a high wind blowing in the face of 
the transport did not help matters. From early 
morning he had been harassed by the enemy, and 
by mid-day the forces around him had greatly 
increased. It is now known that at this moment 
Botha with reinforcements had arrived. Benson s 
operations had aroused a feeling of intense irrita¬ 
tion on the part of the enemy, and for some days 
arrangements wore being made to deal effectively 
with him. lie was now alone on the high veldt, 
and the time had arrived. Botha, whose where¬ 
abouts was unknown, rode seventy miles, of which 


thirty were without drawing rein. ° Some of the 
commandos joining him had done their sixty miles 
in twenty-four hours. All were anxious to avenge 
the losses they had experienced. Benson, now on 
his way to Middleburg, was the objective. 

Benson had been marching since daylight under 
disadvantageous conditions owing to rain and mist; 
the enemy was causing some trouble, which in¬ 
creased towards noon. This, though not known 
at the time, corresponded to the arrival of Botha 
and the other commandos. A little later some 
waggons stuck in the mud brought Benson to the 
spot at a time when pressure was being exercised 
on the rearguard. The commandos now advanced 
rapidly, the escort galloped after the guns, which 
had been sent on, and left the waggons to the 
enemy. This small force of 280 men of the Scot¬ 
tish Horse and Yorkshire Light Infantry, M.I. and 
two guns took up position on a ridge, and here the 
drama was enacted. The ridge was a little more 
than a mile from the place selected for the camp at 
Bakenlaagte. At the latter the transport had 
safely arrived. 

In the attack on the ridge the enemy adopted 
the new galloping tactics. They advanced on it in 
line, having a front nearly a mile and a half in 
length; 2000 men galloping, shouting and firing 
from the saddle soon reached the ridge, where they 
dismounted and opened fire on the small band. 
The “ Official History ” | must tell the story. 

“ So grand and terrible a spectacle bad not been seen, 
nor had the earth so shaken on any battle field in South 


Africa.Alone on the gigantic bosom of the veldt 

the little knot with Benson calmly faced the approaching 

catastrophe.Flight was still possible, the horses 

were at hand.but no man stirred from his place. 


.... In a few minutes a tempest of lead buret at point 

blank range upon Benson's soldiers. Guineas . . . 

ordered up the horses to attempt to drag the guns away. 
The teams were shattered as soon as they appeared on the 

rise, and not one of their riders rose from the heap. 

The final scene soon came. When silence told the Boers 
that resistance was extinguished they rose in five dense 
rows, poured over the ridge, and swarmed about their 
handiwork, some still firing furiously, some stripping the 
corpses, some with unusual ferocity robbing and even 
shooting the wounded, others hurrying forward to the 
reverse slope to seize the led horses which stampeding 
madly, added the thunder of their hoofs to the uproar." 

Benson, who was still alive, sent a man who had 
been stripped of all but his shirt running to the. 
camp and directed his own guns to play upon the 
ridge where he lay. Shrapnel rained down, and the 
enemy evacuated the ridge now occupied mainly by 
the dead and dying. Of 280 men, 66 were killed 
and 165 wounded. Among those who lived through 
the fierce fight were the medical and veterinary 
officers of the Scottish Horse, the latter being C.V S. 
C. M. Sharpe (now Agricultural Dept., S.A.), whose 
horse was killed. Once more, as at Wilmanrust and 
Itala, the vetorinary service was able in a time of 
great crisis to apply its technical knowledge in the 
relief of the wounded men. 

• "Times History," Yol. v., p. 3(17. 

f Vol. iv., p. 311, 
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The losses among the animals were confined to 
the guns and M.I. horses, the transport animals 
being in camp; this Botha did not attack. Columns 
from east and south were soon on their way to the 
relief of Benson’s remnant. G. Hamilton from 
Standerton with the columns of Allenby and De 
Lisle, 2000 mounted men, marched 52 miles in the 
16£ hours, and Barter near Springs marching through 
the night covered 30 miles between dusk and dawn. 
Both columns arrived at Bakenlaagte on 1st Novem¬ 
ber and provide noteworthy examples of forced 
marches. 

ORANGE FREE STATE. 

Operations, July—December, 1901. 

Elliot’s Drives—Smuts Invasion. 

Quaggafontein, Slangfontein, Tafel Kop, 
Tweefontein. 

In the first half of July four columns under 
Bruce Hamilton continued to harry the south¬ 
western and western portion of the Free State, 
until required to block the driving line for Elliot in 
operations described below; on the east of the 
railway, during the same period, C. E. Knox with 
two columns was raiding Brandford, Thabanchu, 
Senekal, and Winburg. Immense supplies were 
obtained by him, among others 16,000 head of 
stock, and a few days later 70,000 head from 
districts so frequently “cleared” that it was 
impossible to believe anything remained. A better 
example of the difficulty of clearing a country— 
operations which were the chief source of horse 
exhaustion now that the enemy would only fight 
when it suited him—will be given presently, and 
refers to this identical district. 

The news of Smuts projected invasion of Cape 
Colony (p. 167), led to a fresh distribution of the 
columns. It was obviously desirable to close the 
Yaal as soon as possible, and various forces con¬ 
verged on it. Henry and Paris on the western 
line proceeded to the Hoopstad district. Western 
left Klerksdorp and proceeded to the Vaal in that 
section on the direct road to Bothaville. G. 
Hamilton, also from Klerksdorp, occupied the river 
lower down, and Elliot, whose division after re¬ 
fitting at Vredefort Road (p. 160) marched N.W., 
crossed the Yaal, and was at Klerksdorp on 24th 
July. Meanwhile Smuts, who set out on 15th 
July, had evaded the columns sent to look for him, 
and was making for the rendezvous he had ap¬ 
pointed for the three other parties who were to 
join him. Their numbers were small, all four only 
totalled 340 carefully selected men. The party 
under Smuts reached the Vaal south of Klerksdorp 
on 28th July, and while searching for a passage 
became aware that seven columns were leaving 
Klerksdorp and marching south. These columns 
were about to take part in the largest sweeping 
movement to which the Free State had been sub¬ 
jected. They formed part of a big scheme for 
clearing the whole of the N.W. part of the State 


from the Vaal on the north to the railways east 
and west and south as far as a line drawn from 
Bloemfontein to Jacobsdal. The railway lines bad 
been blockhoused and fenced with barbed wire, the 
southern line—Bloemfontein-Jacobsdal—consisted 
of constabulary posts, behind which was a second 
barrier consisting of columns, and again behind 
this a third barrier of columns extending from 
Eden burg to Orange River Station. A glance at 
the map will give some notion of this vast under¬ 
taking, the track to be swept was 120 miles long 
and 100 miles wide. 

In addition to the seven driving columns with 
Elliot there was to be one behind him to prevent 
the enemy breaking back, and others on his 
flanks in the advance to keep the enemy from 
breaking out at the sides. One of these columns 
was furnished by Plumer, who was placed near 
Modder River Station, having for the purpose of 
this “ drive ” been brought from far off Carolina in 
the Eastern Transvaal. The total number of 
columns employed was seventeen, with 13,200 
horses, exclusive of transport animals. From the 
29th July to the 10th August the “drive ” continued, 
and on the latter day Elliot reached the Modder 
River. The results, so far as stock was concerned, 
were good, 186,000 sheep and 21,000 cattle, together 
with 814 waggons, but the prisoners were few. 0 

Smuts and his party were not in the net in 
which he by accident found himself. With almost 
unparalleled coolness and audacity he had quietly 
followed behind Elliot and took advantage, while 
the latter drew to one side to cross the Modder 
River, of rushing over, charging through the line 
of constabulary posts, and after hair breadth 
escapes from the columns behind this line, he 
crossed to the west of the blockhoused railway at 
Jagersfontein Road on 18th August, and reached 
bis next rendezvous at Zastron in the S.E. corner 
of the Free State. From captures and fire his 
numbers had been reduced by one hundred men. 

Elliot’s column on conclusion of the big “ drive” 
faced east, and refitted at Glen. Here with his 
original force he formed a line between Glen—a 
few miles north of Bloemfontein—and Ladybrand, 
points 70 miles apart, and drove on the 18th August 
in a N.E. direction across the Free State. The 
idea was to entrap the enemy in the Brandwater 
Basin where Rundle was waiting to deal with them. 
Any attempt to break away from Elliot to the 
north was to be stopped by four columns operating 
from Winburg and Senekel, but the general results 
were barren. 

Meanwhile, in order to deal with Smuts and his 
band of stalwarts at Zastron, two columns were 
detailed and from these he suffered further loss. 
At Zastron he had met Kritzinger, who had been 


* Elliot reported that the fighting men 'he had been 
unable to capture need not be reckoned with for the future, 
so little spirit remained in them.” “ The Official History,” 
Vol. iv., p. 200, adds:—“ It will appear later how greatly 
he undervalued, not only the numbers, but the quality of 
the game which had escaped him.” 


174 


A Veterinary History of 


Silpplement to The 
Veterinary Record. 


driven out of Capo Colony in operations yet to he 
noticed. Untiring efforts were made to surround 
these two dauntless men with their following of 
500, and for this purpose four more columns were 
poured into this area, one coming from as far off as 
the Magaliesberg. Fifteen miles away was the 
Orange River: it was held bv Hart with three 
columns, two garrisons, and a line of blockhouses ; 
nevertheless Smuts crossed on 4th September with 
small loss, Kritzinger remaining behind to keep the 
columns employed, and then disappearing into 
space. The next time that Smuts crossed the 
Orange River was as a Peace delegate. _ 

The “ Ollicial History of the War,” after remark¬ 
ing on the almost unaccountable failure of the 
British combination to stop this leader’s progress, 
adds, “Throughout the campaign in South Africa 
there was scarcely a more striking feat of perse¬ 
verance, daring and good fortune, than Smuts’ ride 
of 300 miles, through one British army after 
another from the Gatsrand up to and over the 
banks of the Orange River.” 

The “Ollicial History,” f in commenting on the 
disastrous escape of Smuts, J from what appeared 
to he an impossible position on the north bank of 
the Orange River, points out that the investing 
columns so exhausted themselves by skirmishing, 
that at the critical moment they had to pull into 
the railway to refit. It attributes this to the 
neglect to appoint a single and supreme commander 
on the scene of action. , 

* “Official History,” Vol. iv., p. ‘Jfis. 

f Vol. iv., p. 2<>7. 

* It was due to his influence, and above all his strong 
personality, that Cape Colony for the remainder of the 
campaign was never free from Commandos. It was Smuts 
who actually organised, and very nearly succeeded in 
carrying the war into the streets of Cape Town. Young, 
bold, vigorous and eloquent, he was a natural military 
commander with no training in the science of war—for by 
profession he was a lawyer—and nearly succeeded where 
Botha, De la ltey and De Wet failed. His military skill 
stands out even in such a body as the Republican Forces, 
where almost every man was potentially a General. 

:i It may seem a far cry from military operations to 
veterinary organisation, but the criticism above made holds 
equally well. It is impossible for one man centrally situated 
to control the hundred ramifications of such an intricate 
and widely-spread machine as was employed in this cam¬ 
paign. When the authorities were begged to create adminis¬ 
trative veterinary officers from the lower ranks by giving 
them temporary appointments, it was refused as unneces¬ 
sary. Yet, in no other way is it possible to co-ordinate the 
work of the large body of executive than by the control and 
supervision of a staff of administrators. It is economical 
from every point of view, the work is equally distributed, 
local difficulties met which cannot brook delay by reference 
to headquarters, and machinery kept moving, in this way 
exigencies are met as they arise, and not a few hours hence 
when it is too late to be of any use, while the work of officers 
and care of the sick are properly supervised. A body of 
executive officers without administrative control on the 
spot, or within reasonable distance, is like a flock of sheep 
without a shepherd. If this is the case where the whole 
personnel is trained for war, it can be imagined how much 
more necessary administrative control becomes, when five- 
sixths of the staff are civilians without any previous military 
experience or training. 


While Kritzinger was lying in the neighbourhood 
of Zastron lie was surrounded by no less than seven 
columns, two under Plumer, two under Thorney- 
croft, and one each Rawlinson, Basing and Damant, 
yet ho, with other small bodies of the enemy under 
Brand, were able to defy capture and even to raid 
the district. " About the 16th September they 
parted, Kritzinger going south to the Orange 
River, where at Quagyafontein on 20th he destroyed 
a party of Lovat’s Scouts, while Brand went north, 
and on 19th September captured at Slangfontein , 
near Sannah’s Post, a small force of 170 M.I., 
Constabulary and two guns, which was out on a 
raiding expedition. All the horses were lost. 

Strange to say Kritzinger did not cross the river 
after Quaggafontein, though it was open to him ; he 
returned to his biding place with the captured 
horses, rilles and ammunition, when by chance 
Thorneycroft ran into him and inflicted punishment, 
though Kritzinger was not included. Plumer near 
at hand could have taken up the matter but for the 
fact that he was suddenly called to the neighbour¬ 
hood of Sannah’s Post in order to deal with Brand’s 
Commandos, which had captured the M.I. and 
guns. Thither also Rochford from the western side 
of the railway had despatched six columns, but 
nothing resulted, the Commando had vaporized. 
Plumer, however, made another march south on 
27th September, passing down the left bank of the 
Caledon with Du Moulin’s column, where he had a 
skirmish on 1st October. He reached the railway 
at Springfontein, and was soon in the train being 
hurried to the south-east part of the Transvaal in 
connection with Botha’s invasion. 

Elliot’s visit to the Brandwater Basin, referred to 
above, resulted in the capture of 100,000 head of 
stock, which were taken to Winburg 6th September, 
together with vehicles, and the destruction of 850 
tons of wheat. On 8th September he made another 
march east; the clearance now made was still 
greater, and on 17th he was directed on Bethlehem 
in consequence of Botha’s raid. Elliot arrived at 
Bethlehem on 22nd,and reached Harrismith on 26th 
September with 60,000 head of stock, waggons and 
agricultural produce. He now lost Bethune who 
was required in Natal,and Speir’s column, while that 
of Hartnell, operating in the Harrismith district, 
was also withdrawn to Natal. Elliot’s duty was to 
watch the Drakenberg until the Botha raid died 
out. 

Rimington continued through September carry¬ 
ing out the class of operation noted as taking place 
in August. One of his journeys was to surprise 
De Wet and Steyn between Heilbron and Frankfort. 
In quest of them he performed long and rapid 
marches; on 23rd he marched 48 miles and made 

• Later on Damant went north to guard the construction 
of the Ileilbron-Frankfort blockhouse line, Plumer went 
into the S E. corner of the Eastern Transvaal, but four 
other columns were brought in which operated under Knox 
from central entrenched camps, and cleared the district of 
supplies. 
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many captures, but not those most desired ; on 24th 
he rode 57 miles during the night and surrounded a 
house in which De Wet was supposed to be lying 
ill. The “ Official History ” draws attention to the 
fact that these forays could scarcely have been 
equalled by the enemy. 

The other operations in the Free State during 
this time were largely suspended in consequence of 
Botha’s descent on Natal. Elliot remained, but 
was guarding the Drakenberg; De Lisle and 
Broadwood were not entirely idle, but their opera¬ 
tions were small. In Bundle’s area some work was 
accomplished by a column under Briggs, who in 
return was attacked by De Wet, by the new method 
of charging, and narrowly escaped destruction. The 
fact was that Bundle’s three mobile columns were 
very weak in mounted troops. He had at Harrismith 
a considerable number of Yeomanry who were in 
the stage of elementary intruction. * These men 
knew nothing of the care and management of 
horses and appeared disinclined to learn. They 
used up animals in their training at a rate with 
which it was impossible to cope ; they neglected 
the horses which were under their care, and though 
they possessed some self-sacrificing veterinary 
officers of considerable ability, their task was 
rendered entirely unprofitable for want of higher 
support. 

In September, Bruce Hamilton having gone to 
the Natal border, his columns became scattered. 
Byng and Dawkins went to guard the construction 
of a block-house line running south from Potschef- 
stroom into the Free State, and during this month 
had many successful night raids. It was again 
observed how trifling was the eff ect of the passage of 
a clearing column unless it remained in the district 
and systematically devastated a given area. Byng 
found that places in the path of Elliot’s big drive 
were once more in occupation and even replenished, 
though but a month previously they had been 
swept over by his numerous columns. Elliot him¬ 
self found at his second visit to the Brandwater 
Basin, that farms which had been cleared were again 
replenished ; as the “ Official History ” remarks f 
“ No resources are so difficult to dry up as those of 
an agricultural people.” It was recognised that 
something more than “ drives ” were required to 
clear a district. 

To meet this, columns were no longer to sweep 
districts which formed important sources of supply, 
but were to remain in them and clear a definite 
area “ of every living creature.” { Ten columns 

* The “Times History,” Vol. v., p. 432, says:—“There 
were 3,000 untrained Yeomanry sent him in April, and the 
majority of the officers, with 20 per cent, of the men, were 
sent home as useless.” 

t Vol. iv., p. 325. 

I On 11th July, 1901, an Order was published in which 
it was pointed out that the speedy termination of the 
campaign depended on the relative horse supply of our own 
and the enemy’s troops. It was there stated that the enemy 
was reduced to riding mares and young stock, and to 
prevent this column commanders were directed to collect 


under C. Knox now took up the “ fixed area ” 
scheme in the region north of the Orange Biver in 
the south-east corner of the State, and remained 
there two months. Fighting and raiding went on 
day by day; it was then realised the enormous 
difficulty of clearing even a small portion of the 
enemy’s country. Sufficient grain was found 
“ concealed in false ceilings and by false walls to 
feed the Boer forces in the district for years.* 
Further, several Commandos of between 200 and 
300 strong were unearthed, though the district had 
previously been scoured by columns scores of 
times. The continuous work which all this re¬ 
presented for the horses need not be further 
pressed. 

Elliot's guard of the Drakenberg was not an idle 
time; before the end of October 26,000 head of stock 
had been collected and many waggons. 

Bimington had passed into the Eastern Transvaal 
in October, and his place in the Ileilbron district 
taken by Wilson and Damant, the latter guarding 
the block-house line being constructed to Frank¬ 
fort. Fighting around Heilbron now occurred, 
although the district was believed to be empty. 
Wilson was attacked and a party ambushed; 
Damant had a strong Commando around him, and 
1500 were known to he near Ileilbron. These were 
attacked by Damant and dispersed, but the presence 
of such large bodies of the enemy was indicative of 
some preparation for reprisals. De Wet had long 
been silent, but towards the end of October it was 
known that his Commandos were assembling on 
the Liebenbergs Ylei Biver, 45 miles south-east of 
Ileilbron, and a plan was made to surround him ; 
“unlimited ingenuity and thought were lavished on 
the scheme.” f Briefly, it consisted of a ring having 
a diameter of 150 miles. Thirteen columns, con¬ 
taining 15,000 horses, were thus employed, and on 
6th Nov. the contract ion of the ring was effected in 
six marches. It led to 14,000 head of stock, 200 
waggons and a batch of prisoners, but no large 
body of the enemy was within the circle. The 
information of the convergence had been flashed by 
heliograph from hill to hill, and the Commandos had 
marched out while the gaps in the circle were still 
wide. J The columns now dispersed, and two of 
them were attacked on 16th Nov. when near 
Heilbron, evidence that the enemy was still in 
being. 

and destroy at once all such animals which were useless as 
remounts. This is the Order referred to in connection with 
Elliot’s column at p. 101. 

The Order goes on to say that to clear the country of 
horses is essential to peace and its subsequent maintenance, 
and that it is impressed upon all commanders “ that there 
must be no hesitation about destroying useless horses and 
young stock on the ground that they can be of no use to 
the Boers, cost nothing to feed, and that it is a pity to 
destroy them. That they should eventually grow up to 
carry an armed Boer to the disturbance of the public peace 
is exactly what it is desired to prevent.” 

* “ Official History,” Vol. iv., p. 328. 

f Idem, p. 331. 

\ Idem, p. 333. 
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During the remainder of November Eimington 
and Damant raided, the former sometimes north of 
the Yaal in the vicinity of Greylingstad, sometimes 
south. Elliot also made another drive; leaving 
Harrismith on 19th Nov. he worked by Bethlehem 
and Lindlev to Kroonstad. At Lindley, without 
knowing it, he passed close to Do Wet who was 
awaiting a Council of War. As far as Bethlehem 
he was supported by Bundle and Dartnell. There 
was constant skirmishing, and when he entered 
Kroonstad on 30th Nov. he brought with him 42,000 
head of stock and many waggons. Rimington, a 
day or two before this, had suddenly descended 
south from Frankfort in consequence of news regard¬ 
ing De Wet being between Reitz and Lindley hold¬ 
ing the above-mentioned Council of War. He made 
for the point with Wilson and ran into a hornets’ 
nest, De Wet was present with several Commandos. 
Rimington’s transport, some miles behind, was 
attacked, and was only rescued with difficulty and 
the attack driven off. But De Wet coming up with 
superior forces arranged to cut Rimington off from 
Lindley, which was only five miles away. A severe 
storm delayed his arrangements. During the night 
Rimington stole away in the opposite direction to 
Heilbron, and saved himself the fate of Benson. 
Next day De Wet entered Lindley ; it was evident 
that after the long period of eight months since his 
retreat from Cape Colony he had once more opened 
another and, as it proved, his last campaign. 

In consequence of the recrudescence of the noted 
leader another drive was planned, in which the 
impression to be conveyed to the enemy was that 
it was to take place in an easterly direction, but on 
a given date all the columns were to double back, 
drive to the west, and so enclose the Commandos 
which it was hoped would have passed from east to 
west for safety. 

Again we must realise the nature of this gigantic 
undertaking. Elliot with his columns was to 
march east from Kroonstad on December 8th. 
Rimington and Wilson were to leave Heilbron and 
join Damant at Frankfort, and move to the line of 
the Liebensbergs Ylei, which runs south to north 
immediately to the east of Bethlehem, Reitz and 
Frankfort. This movement was effected by 11th 
Dec. Meanwhile, it was known that De Wet was 
south of the line of drive, having collided with one 
of Elliot’s columns on the first day’s march from 
Kroonstad, nevertheless the columns now faced 
about, and for four days drove west towards the 
railway. The results were trifling, the real objective 
of the operations was 40 miles south awaiting the 
dispersal of the columns and organising his forces 
which were daily growing in strength. But the 
columns did not disperse, on the other hand five s 
converged on tho very place he had recently occu¬ 
pied, but they saw nothing of the enemy nor did 
they all see each other. They returned to their bases, 
Elliot proceeding to Kroonstad after six weeks con¬ 
tinuous operations. De Wet, on the other hand, was 

• Three from K&alfontein (between Lindley and Kroon- 
Btad), one from Winborg, and another from Harrismith. 


well informed; he was now north of Bethlehem 
awaiting the return of the Harrismith column under 
Dartnell. This latter he ambushed on tho 18th 
only eight miles from Bethlehem, and fortunately 
failed. He had to deal with the Imperial Light 
Horse, whose experience dated from the first day of 
the war. 

After Elliot’s last drive, Rimington and Damant 
returned to Frankfort, where they again worked in 
conjunction protecting the block-house line then 
under construction from Frankfort to Vrede. Here 
on 20th Dec. at Tafel Kop Damant met with almost 
complete extermination of a portion of his force, 
due to the enemy posing as Yeomanry and advancing 
to point blank range before being discovered. It 
was a repetition of Bakenlaagte in the devotion 
shown to save the guns, seventy-seven men out of 
a total of eighty being killed or wounded. All the 
horses were lost so that the guns could not be 
carried away by the enemy, and meanwhile re¬ 
inforcements, including Rimington, completely 
turned the tables on the victors. 

De Wet after Tafelkop lay near to the block¬ 
house line running from Harrismith to Bethlehem, 
in the difficult Langberg hills, collecting his Com¬ 
mandos, now 1200 strong, though at this time 
the local Intelligence Department reported the 
existence of 70 in the neighbourhood. Nine miles 
west of Elands River Bridge, itself 18 miles west of 
Harrismith, a party of the 11th Batt. Imperial 
Yeomanry, 500 strong, was safeguarding the con¬ 
struction of the line, their camp being on a hill at 
Twerfontein .f It was Christmas Eve, and since 
the 21st Dec. the hill had been occupied. During 
this time it had twice been personally recon¬ 
noitred by De Wet. He had marked down the 
troops on this lonely hill for destruction, and no 
better night could be selected than Christmas Eve. 
The men were in tents and the horses picketed a 
short distance away. At 2 a.m. on Christmas day 
the camp was suddenly attacked, the enemy 
was actually in it before being discovered, and 
swept the place with fire. They then charged 
down the hill on to the tents and horse lines shout¬ 
ing and shooting. In an hour the work of destruc¬ 
tion was completed and the looting began. 145 
men were killed and wounded, 200 taken prisoners. 
All the horses w ? ere lost, killed or captured. The 
Kaffir transport drivers with the column w T ere shot 
out of hand. The Burghers made a good Christmas 
breakfast, and then left with guns, waggons, and 
loot at 4 a.m. A messenger to Elands River 
Bridge for help did the thirteen miles under the 
hour, and the Imperial Light Horse galloped out, 
but were unable to pursue the enemy w T ho had 
already vanished into the hills of the Langsberg. 
On the 25th, De Wet marched north, and leaving 
his force, in order to visit Steyn, directed his 
Commandos under Prinsloo to keep between Reitz 
and Heilbron. 


f We have adopted the official name, the hill was 
Groen Kop. 
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Meanwhile, Elliott at Lindley had been directed 
to march on Reitz, and left Kroonstad on 26th 
Dec. His force of 2000 men was now in two 
columns, one under De Lisle, the other R. Fanshawe. 
On 28th, Elliot came in contact with Prinsloo’s 
force, but was outwitted by the Republican General 
who escaped north. Contact was again obtained, 
but was lost at night after a remarkable march by 
Elliot of 70 miles. To accomplish this, half of 
Elliot’s force marched east without guns or trans¬ 
port. De Wet rejoined his force passed to the 
east, where he dispersed his Commandos, while 
Elliot went to Lindley for supplies. 

The number of columns engaged in these opera¬ 
tions in the Orange Free State was between 30 and 
40. During July and August there were 37 columns 
employing 23,200 horses, exclusive of transport 
animals. From September to November there were 
no less than 43 columns with an aggregate strength 
of 27,400 horses. Such was the work being carried 
on in only one of the three areas of warfare. 

Commenting on the extraordinary inability of the 
British Forces to bring about a decisive action 
when the enemy was massed, or to prevent, almost 
under the eye of the columns, concentrations for 
the destruction of isolated detachments, the “Times 
History ” * reviews the position of affairs which, 
though in the main a military criticism of the 
methods adopted, is so intimately connected with 
the wear and tear of horses, that we cannot do 
better than reproduce it. 

“The operations described in this chapter may be 
said to mark the final failure of the standard British 
measures. To have proceeded on the same lines would 
have been to permit an indefinite extension of the war. 
The waste of energy had been enormous. If the reader 
will reckon up the troops and horses employed, and the 
distances covered by the columns in the north-eastern Free 
State during the last two months of 1901; if he will consider 
the fruits of their labours, which, if we except the deaths of 
Haasbrock and Olivier, and the burghers slain at Tweefon- 
tein, was represented only by driblets of killed, wounded 
and prisoners, and by damage to crops and stock ; if he 
will then reflect that I)e Wet, having concentrated undis¬ 
turbed in the midst of these movements, scarcely moved 
outside the small triangle, Lindlev-Reitz Tweefontein, thus 
husbanding his men, horses and ammunition ; if the reader 
will make this comparison, he will understand how it was 
that British leaders and their troops, under the incessant 
strain of ineffectual marching, were liable to lose ardour and 
tackling power, while the supply of horses was never equal 
to the demand ; and how it was that the Boers, in the for- 
torn condition of their country, retained the power to deliver 
such strokes as at Tafel Kop and Tweefontein.” 

Tire only part of this criticism that we would 
venture to expand is that dealing with the horses. 
The supply of horses was equal to the demand, but 
the supply of conditioned horses never was—and 
never could be under the system adopted of issuing 
them to columns the moment they had been im¬ 
ported. We have throughout this narrative quoted 
the captures of stock made by the various sweeping 
operations as far as they are recorded. It is not 

* Vol. v., p. 446. 


always easy to distinguish between horses and cattle, 
but it is known that many thousands of horses 
were brought in from the Free State operations alone 
during 1901. We have given evidence p. 160 of 
the proportion of these fit for military purposes, 
and it is true that very many were so employed. 
But was this source of supply fully utilized ? 
Thousands of suitable animals had never been 
handled; it did not appear to occur to the 
authorities that unbroken horses require train¬ 
ing, and the more mature they are the more 
difficult this becomes. Where was the staff to 
come from for this work? Rimington* and De Lisle 
trained unbroken horses with their columns, the 
latter placed them in the ranks at the rate of three 
or four |; a day. Besides being a first class horse 
master and enthusiast, he was fortunate in 
possessing a body of Australian horsemen in his 
column to whom the handling of unbroken 
and troublesome horses is a pastime. But all 
columns were not so favourably placed, nor, un¬ 
fortunately, did all possess leaders with so keen an 
eye to possibilities and a knowledge of how to turn 
them to the best account as were to be found in 
Rimington and De Lisle. But apart from the local 
supply, who was to condition the imported horse ? 
He certainly could not be made fit for work by 
remaining a month in a remount depot before issue, 
a restriction urged on Lord Kitchener from home, f 
He required to be ridden, and for this purpose the 
existing staff at Remount Depots was wholly in¬ 
sufficient and untrained. The only people who 
could have trained these horses for the field were 
the 11,000 cavalrymen employed by the various 
columns, and unless hostilities could be suspended 
for six or eight weeks so as to have allowed some 
thousands of horses to be made fit for work, it was 
impossible by any less drastic measures to have 
coped with the question of fit versus unfit animals | 

CAPE COLOXY. 

Septkmuer—October, 1901. 

Modderfontein. 

Smuts, whose early adventures have been alluded 
to at p. 173 crossed the Orange River on 4th Sept, 
in the vicinity of Aliwal North, and made south¬ 
east in the direction of Jamestown ; with him was 
Fouche. He was pursued, but unsuccessfully. 
His entry into the Colony was part of a bold 
scheme for capturing Cape Town and Port Eliza¬ 
beth, the latter being Smuts first objective, though 

* R C. Reid.. Q. 12,000. 

I I quote from memory, being unable to find the reference. 

f Cd. 963. Cables Hth Jan., 21st Nov., 7th Dec. 

t It may be suggested that Kaffirs could have conditioned 
the riding horses, but such a system would have taken a 
good deal of organisation. If the thing was to be done 
rapidly the Cavalry with the columns appears the best 
solution, especially as they possessed the saddlery, an 
important point which would have delayed any system 
worked by Kaffir labour. 
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circumstances compelled him to pass to the west. 
The chase of Smuts, whose journey began under 
such dramatic circumstances, is only of interest to 
us as enabling an idea to be formed of the nature of 
the work expected from the horses. It is necessary 
to indicate what he did and where he went if we 
are to appreciate the work demanded from the 
animals, and the distances covered by the twenty 
columns, with its 9300 horses, which endeavoured 
to arrest his progress. 

Six columns were already within the area selected 
by him for invasion ; these were so disposed as to 
keep him to the east, and deny the midland district 
which had only recently been swept, p.169. In 
spite of the collection of columns Smuts was able, 
after a twelve hours fight on 10th Sept., to wriggle 
between Monro and Doran in the dark, and then 
pushing on all night through heavy rain, did not 
halt until he had crossed the Eastern line in a 
south-westerly direction, and placed forty miles 
between his commando and that of the enemy. 
Four columns wore told off in pursuit, and these 
were pushed on both by road and rail, in order to 
plant forces in his path in the direction in which 
it was anticipated he would take. One of the forces, 
consisting of a squadron of 17th Lancers 130 strong, 
was attacked by Smuts on 17th Sept, at Morfder- 
foniein on the Elands River, north of Takastad, 
and decimated. Half the horses of this squadron 
were captured, the other half were killed in action. 
The columns of Doran and Gorringe once more 
closed in, while Smuts travelled up and down the 
country in the space enclosed between the Eastern 
and Midland railway, the columns at his heels. 
Sometimes he was turned, and when almost 
hemmed in would hud a line of escape between his 
pursuers. This lie did on the 9th, and rapidly 
travelling south for the Winterberg Mountains 
found his passage barred. He came back going 
west in the direction of Cradock and ran into 
Scobell. He was then chased south, and being 
guided over the mountains in the dark saved his 
commando. It cost him 100 horses, but of these 
he had ample, owing to his captures at Modder- 
fontoin. 

After crossing the Winterberg he rapidly made 
for Adelaide, was turned aside by local forces, and 
still pressing west crossed the Midland line. On 
30th Sept. Gorringe, who was in hot pursuit, made 
contact in the Zuurberg Mountains north of Port 
Elizabeth, but not for long, for Smuts turned south 
in the direction of that city. French now threw 
more columns into the next line of rail west, which 
runs from Port Elizabeth to Graaf Reinet, so as to 
be able to stop further progress in that direction. 
Meanwhile Smuts turned north, being so harassed 
that ho divided his Commando, one portion under 
Venter going towards Somerset East, while the 
main body crossed the Graaf Reinet line, in spite of 
the troops sent by rail to forestall him. Scobell on 
8th Oct. now took up the pursuit, and for four days 
with barely any rest day or night he followed but 
could not overtake him. On 16th Smuts, still going 


west, in the direction of the main Cape Town line, 
met Scheeper's late Commando and the two 
travelled together; by this time Scobell had to go 
to the line for supplies, and Crabbe took up the 
chase. The general direction now taken by Smuts 
was south into the valley of the Olifants River; he 
then went west, Crabbe, who was still in pursuit, 
moved towards Oudtshoorn where he linked up with 
Kavanagh’s column from Ladysmith, and during 
the last week in October endeavoured to surround 
Smuts. But the latter succeeded in working west, 
crossed the Cape Town line at Constable on 31st 
Oct., and made for Sutherland. He had succeeded, 
in spite of opposition, in reaching his objective 
after a remarkable chase of not less than 600 miles. 

Venter, who broke away in the direction of 
Somerset East, was chased by B. Doran and Lukin; 
the latter had now taken over Gorringe’s column. 
Venter's position on exhausted horses was desperate, 
but he boldly broke through a line of local troops 
between Somerset East and Pearston and took them 
prisoners. Thus remounted and re-equipped he 
proceeded north. The Midland and Graaf Reinet 
lines were used to hurry troops forward to cut him 
off, thereupon he doubled back and crossed the 
former line between Middelburg and Graaf Reinet. 
Nevertheless, Lukin overhauled him at New Beth- 
esida, where the Commando was attacked with loss. 
It then broke away north-west, and was again 
found on 26th Oct. south of Richmond. Scobell at 
this moment was on the western line refitting; he 
was at once sent to Victoria West Road to cut him 
off, but Venter crossed the line and escaped to the 
west. Before he crossed two commandants left 
him to go south. These were Malan and Hugo, 
the latter the Free State judge ; both were dangerous 
and determined leaders. B. Doran followed them 
in the direction of Willowmore. The pair had 
previously been joined by an equally dangerous 
man Latigan, whose Commando we saw, at p. 169, 
had been dispersed by Lukin on 21st July. B. Doran 
located his enemy forty miles west of Willowmore 
where he attacked them. Doran was wounded and 
his horse killed. His place was taken by his 
brother W. Doran, who chased the trio north-west, 
but they all crossed the railway above Fraserburg 
Road station on 13th Nov., and went out into the 
west towards Sutherland. 

When Theron went south after appearing at 
Prince Albert on 2nd Sept. (p. 170), he made for 
Oudtshoorn, Kavanagh from Willow’more moved in 
that direction. Theron then made for Mossel Bay, 
and when within a few miles of this port Kavanagh 
caught him and drove him west across the Gouritz 
River. Here Theron lost over fifty horses and 
several men. Still keeping west and well ahead of 
Kavanagh he attacked Heidelberg near Riversdale 
on 13th, the garrison of which kept him employed 
until Kavanagh came up, when he made off north¬ 
west for Barrydale. When Kavanagh reached this 
place on 17th, the chase was temporarily dropped 
as he had to go into Swellendam for supplies. 
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It is noteworthy that at Barrydale Theron was 
only 130 miles from Cape Town. It is fortunate 
Kavanagh prevented him from reaching the sea at 
Mossel Bay, as the moral effect of this would have 
been very great. After Kavanagh fell out, Alexander 
and then Wyndham endeavoured to intercept 
Theron, but he crossed the Cape Town line at 
Touws River on 22nd Sept., and went westward 
into the Sutherland district. 

Scheepers remains to be dealt with. It will be 
remembered that he repulsed Alexander on 19th 
August at Uniondale, p. 170. From here he went 
west, his head being turned towards Cape Town. 
Making for Ladysmith on 23rd August he was 
twice caught up but forged ahead, and caused much 
anxiety by making for Swellendam, with its large 
collection of stores, or even for Worcester where 
thousands of remounts existed. By 9th September 
Scheepers was headed from the Cape Town line and 
divided his Commando; part under him made for 
Swellendam with Atherton in pursuit, the other, 
under a boy Commandant, Van der Merve, went 
north, and almost immediately encountered Crabbe 
from Laingsburg; Crabbe destroyed the Commando, 
including its Commandant, on 10th. Crabbe was 
now able to join Atherton in chasing Scheepers. 
The latter arrived at Ladysmith on 12th, and while 
Atherton operated around Oudtshoorn to prevent a 
break away north, Crabbe kept Scheepers in the 
difficult country on both banks of the Olifants 
River, where for days he twisted and turned in order 
to avoid not only Crabbe and Atherton, but also 
Alexander, Wyndham and Kavanagh, who by this 
time were available to act against Scheepers in 
consequence of the escape of Theron. Scheepers, 
working north-west, “strove like an imprisoned 
panther to break through the cage of troops and 
precipices which held him in.” ° On 5th October 
Atherton was able to push him towards Kavanagh, 
who robbed him of sixteen men and forty horses ; 
still running north from Matjesfontein he lost 150 
more horses, and on 8th sixty more. By the time 
he reached the Wittebergen Mountains, south of 
Matjesfontein, he had only fifty or sixty mounted 
men left. By now Wyndham, Kavanagh and 
Atherton had dropped out, and only Crabbe and 
Alexander remained. Alexander followed him 
across the line, Crabbe took train for Beaufort 
West, with the intention of coming on him from the 
north, but Scheepers course was run. Sick with 
fever he was captured in his bed on 11th Oct. His 
Commando being led by Pypers, who subsequently 
joined Smuts, i 

• “ Official History,” Vol. iv., p. 284. 

f Scheepers being a rebel was shot four months later. 
He was described by one who fell into his hands * as a 
young and superior man, who wore a semi-military uniform. 
His men were distinguished by wearing yellow puggaries. 
It is interesting to learn the actual life led by these men on 
Commando, and the methods they followed which enabled 
them to evade pursuit. An account of this is given in the 

“Rhodesia and After,” S. H. Gilbert, 61st Squad.I.Y., 
1901. 


T VKS TEEX TEA XS 1 T A A L . 

Skptkmbkr—O cTOliKH, 1901. 

MOKDWIL, K L F. IN FON T KIN. 

The events recorded in the lust section had helped 
to deplete the Western Transvaal of troops; G. 
Hamilton, Allen by and Garratt were now in the 
Eastern Transvaal; Methuen was refitting at 
Mafeking after the affair on the Marico River, 
p. 168; Featherstonhaugh's columns, led by J. 
Williams and Ilickie, were doing the same at 
Ventersdorp after two ineffectual attempts on 
Kemp. Kekewich had now taken over command 
of the force in the entrenched camp of Naauwpoort, 
lying south of Olifants Nek, and on 13th Sept, with 
a force of 560 mounted .men, consisting of the 1st 
Scottish Horse, 7th Batt. I.Y., Infantry and guns, 
ho moved along the northern slopes of the Maga- 
liesberg, engaged in the never-ending work of clear¬ 
ing the country. After some days ho passed 
through Magato’s Nek, and was now in the difficult 
and ever-dangerous Zwartruggens. When seven 
miles east of the pass he encamped on the Selous 
River at Mordiril. Nothing had been seen of the 
enemy, and though this was the haunt of De la Rev, 
he was believed to be away. 

The camp of Kekewich was attacked hefoie 
dawn on 30th Sept, by 1500 men under De la Rey 
and Kemp, who had followed the Column for a 
week until, presumably, its position was suitable 
for their operations. Considering the circumstances 
and that many irregular troops were receiving their 
baptism of fire, there was very little confusion at 
the moment of attack, in spite of the fact that 
“ mobs of terrified horses and mules stampeded 
wildly through the camp. : The fire was very 
heavy. “Horses and mules went down in hundreds, 
and a number stampeded in the direction of Megato 
Nek. f Very soon after daylight Kekewich was 

above quoted work by one who spent eleven days as a 
prisoner with Scheepers. Their camp at this time was at a 
farmhouse in the Camdeboo Mountains, situated in a ravine 
at the foot of almost precipitous masses of rock. The 
Commando was made up of old and young, some being boys 
of fifteen. In the evening they sang hymns ; it may be 
remarked that these performances are not inspiring. It is 
the old Puritan drawl, the notes being prolonged in such a 
way as to render identification of the air almost impossible. 
When the Commando broke camp the men assembled, and 
bare-headed sang the Transvaal National Hymn. This was 
always done unless pressed by the enemy. The following 
gives a very clear account of how a Commando moved in a 
difficult country :—“ They had no transport, and dismount¬ 
ing they tied their horses in long strings head to tail, with 
an old stager in front. The animals then clambered up the 
almost perpendicular rocks by a dizzy track, which the 
Englishman would have thought twice about attempting on 
foot. The Boers clambered after them, sometimes having 
to use their hands as well as their feet, and so the summit 
was reached.” When the men had no food they lived on 
the leaves of the “ Spek-boom ” tree, which furnishes 
fleshy leaves tasting like sorrel. It is little wonder that 
an enemy so resourceful and self-contained could move 
about a friendly country with relative impunity. 

* “Times History,” Vol. v., p. 381. 

f Idem. 
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able to do more than hold his own, he made a 
counter attack, and so threatened the left flank of 
the enemy that they shortly retired. The losses 
were 192 men, while 512 horses and mules were 
killed. It was impossible for Kekewich to pursue 
as “ there was scarcely one unmounted horse in 
camp. * 

Featherstonhaugh had been advancing north 
with his Columns from Ventersdorp, and being 25 
miles south could hear the firing at Moedwil. The 
Columns under him searched for De la Rey, but he 
was invisible. Meanwhile, Kekewich proceeded to 
Rustenberg to refit. In twenty-four hours after 
Moedwil he had received 320 horses and 200 mules, f 
and on the 13th Oct. was marching west with a 
new force in search of his late antagonist in con¬ 
junction with Methuen, who was advancing from 
Mafeking via Zeerust to meet him. The two 
Forces met and saw nothing of the enemy. Each 
therefore turned about and retraced its steps. 

Methuen’s way back led through the heart of 
De la Rey’s reserves. It was known to be a most 
difficult and dangerous road, and especially prone 
to attack. The force was in two columns twelve 
miles apart. On the 24th October, the southern 
column was ambushed at Klein fontein by a party of 
600 men concealed in a belt of timber. With this 
southern column were 680 mounted troops of the 
5th I.Y., guns and Infantry under Yon Donop, 
together with a train of 100 ox and mule waggons. 
The Force being engaged in front, the 600 men in 
hiding then rode out of the wood in three divisions 
“ like a regiment of European Cavalry,” [ and cut 
the long train into three portions. While some 
attempted to divert the waggons by shooting the 
unwilling drivers, others made for the guns with 
the rear guard where a struggle occurred. The 
waggons in the rear were now being driven off by 
the enemy, twenty had been overturned, and dense 
bush prevented the passage of others, but the guns 
with the convoy and the efforts of the Imperial 
Yeomanry had turned the tide, and in half-an-hour 
the affair was over. It cost 84 men, half the 
Yeomanry horses, two gun teams, and 12 waggons; 
49 native drivers were killed, wounded, or missing. 
The reprisals on these unarmed men was a feature 
of ferocity which amounted to wanton murder. 
We shall see later in this history how the unarmed 
Indian establishment of a Field Veterinary Hospital 
fared at the hands of the same men. On 28th 
October Methuen reached Zeerust. 

Kekewich was able, towards the end of October, 
to slightly repay part of his debt by rushing a 
laager reported some distance north-east of Rusten- 
burg. On 29th October, after a 25-mile night 
march, he accomplished his mission with very little 
loss, and was back at Rustenburg on 2nd November. 

• "TimeB History,” Vol. v., p. 381. 

f “Official History,” Vol. iv. f p. 298. This is a good 
record of Remount supply. 

“Official History,” Vol. iv., p. 299. 


NORTHERN TRANSVAAL. 

September, 1901 —May, 1902. 

When we last saw the Northern Transvaal it was 
in connection with Plumer’s, and subsequently 
Grenfell’s operations (pp. 165-167). 

For several months Grenfell remained in the 
Northern Transvaal, surrounded by elusive enemies, 
to whom he gave no rest. Ably supported by 
Colenbrander, who knew the country and could play 
the enemy at hisown game, Beyers and his Command¬ 
ants had little rest. The enemy rarely took the 
initiative but had to be sought out; consequently 
the amount of marching done by this Force during 
the thirteen months it operated around Pietersburg 
was extraordinary, especially bearing in mind the 
inhospitable and unhealthy nature of the bush veldt. 
We can only glance at one or two of the most 
important operations, in order to give some notion of 
the amount of work demanded from animals in a 
district notoriously unhealthy, and which for some 
months in the year is fatal to all horses exposed 
to it. 

The horse difficulty in the Northern Transvaal 
affected the enemy nearly as much as ourselves, and 
he found it necessary to conserve his Forces. 

July and August were train-wrecking months, in 
which severe damage and loss of life was inflicted 
by the enemy. In September, Grenfell handed over 
command to Colenbrander, who, on 6th October, 
actually marched right across the north-western 
part of the country, through a most desolate and 
inhospitable area, until he struck the Mafeking- 
Buluwayo Railway. The privations encountered 
were considerable, 40 hours without water was not 
unknown; he returned through the same region, 
choosing a worse part of the country further north. 
He was not back at Warm Baths until 19th Nov., 
having just broken up a Commando after a 40-mile 
chase. Dawkins from the Free State had reached 
Nylstroom before he started, and while Colenbrander 
was away he worked down the Eastern side of the 
line effecting captures. On 23rd Nov., Colenbrander 
with Dawkins captured Badenhorst and his Com¬ 
mando after several days pursuit and fighting, and, 
but for the weather, would have secured Beyers 
who was chased 30 miles. On 13th Dec., the same 
combination went south-west and brought in more 
prisoners, but further operations in the bush veldt 
were now impossible owing to horse-sickness and 
malaria. Dawkins returned to the Free State on 
27th Dec., and Colenbrander to Rustenburg. In 
his absence, Beyers attacked Pietersburg on 24th 
January, 1902, and got into the town, but was 
driven off after a hot fire. One object of this 
attack was to obtain horses from the Remount 
Depot and Veterinary hospital. C.V.S. R. Anderson, 
who was in charge of the hospital, was taken 
prisoner, but released after a few days. Through¬ 
out February Beyers was immobile through 
horse-sickness, so settled down in the almost in¬ 
accessible hills east of Pietersburg. 
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In March, 1902, he moved north, and attacked a 
post, Fort Edward, just south of Louis Trichard, and 
cut it off. Colenbrander was sent up from Krugers- 
dorp to Petersburg; on arrival he at once marched 
the 50 miles to Fort Edward, and inflicting severe 
loss on Beyers relieved the post. Beyers retired 
to his mountain fastness east of Petersburg, and in 
April Colenbrander was strong enough to attempt 
to deal with him in this difficult position. The 
remaining period of the war consisted of operations, 
generally successful, in breaking up this Commando, 
but peace was proclaimed before Beyers was 
captured. The work done during tho two months 
of April and May was most exacting and arduous. 
In the above operations tho veterinary officers 
engaged were C. V. Surgeons W. C. Lowe (now 
Captain A.V.C.), and G, \V. Lee (now Agricultural 
Dept., S. Africa), both of whom held Commissions 
as Captains in Kitchener’s Fighting Scouts. 

CAPE COLONY. 

Attack on Cape Town. 

Octolsku to Dmckmukh, 1901. 

It was in October that Maritz’s scheme to attack 
Cape Town took definite shape ; coming south by 
Clan william in tho first week of the month ho held 
the garrison of Piquotberg confined to their position, 
and pushing on south crossed the great Berg River 
and made for Cape Town. On 11th Oct. he was at 
Hopefield, only sixty miles due north of Cape 
Town.* French, who was on the spot, placed the 
three columns of Wyndham, Capper and Worm aid 
(a new column) obliquely across his path, and 
Maritz, having made an attack on a squadron of the 
16th Lancers, retired north under tho pressure of 
the above columns. These followed him up between 
the sea and the mountains, and reached Clanwilliam, 
80 miles north, on 24th Oct., by which time Maritz 
bad safely retreated to one of his mountain fast¬ 
nesses west of Van Rhyn’s Dorp, 70 miles north of 
Clanwilliam. Wyndham then went on convoy duty 
to Calvinia, and Wormald and Capper oontinued to 
press north to the Olifant’s River. But Maritz 
having now been joined by Theron took the oppor¬ 
tunity of the coast being clear to make once more 
for Cape Town by the road out of which he had just 
been forced. On 31st Oct. he was again at Clan¬ 
william, where he captured and burned a convoy, and 
moved south. Wormald made a hurried return, do¬ 
ing 65 miles in seventeen hours over tho sandy w astes 
of this low-lying country. Joined by Capper they 
continued their march south. Wyndham marched 
from Calvinia to Clanwilliam, 80 miles. On 3rd 

• Matters at this time were very serious, and marshal law 
waa proclaimed in the Capital. 

The ‘*TimeB History” Vol. v.,p. 541, estimates that at 
the beginning of November, 1901, there were not more than 
1500 men in the field in Cape Colony belonging to the 
enemy, of whom six-sevenths were rebels. Yet, in order to 
deal with this handful there were at this time sixteen 
mobile columns employing 8000 horses, and many thousands 
of other troops in fixed positions. 


Nov. Maritz was onco more on the Great Berg 
River. To interpose between him and Cape Town 
Kavanagh was brought on 5th Nov, to Moorreesburg 
Crabbe arrived in the vicinity on lOlli Nov., and in 
the interval between those two dates Maritz might 
have reached tho Capital, lie, however, required 
horses, arms and ammunition for his rebel recruits, 
so in order to obtain these lie sent Theron against 
the town of Piquetherg ; tho garrison drove him oil 
after twent-four hours fighting. On 9th Nov., 
Maritz, with his new lieutenant Theron, crossed the 
river making south, and on the 10th the former 
reached Darling. Matters were now most critical, 
hut oil this day Crabbe’s column detrained at 
Piquetherg Road Station, and marched south-west 
for Malmesbury 20 miles away. Here it again 
entrained, and on the following morning was south 
of Mature. The latter place had already been 
touched by tho patrols of Maritz ; it is situated 
only oO miles from Cape Town. Crabbe’s position 
enabled him to close tho road to tho capital to 
Maritz, who drew back, was followed north, and 
driven across the great Berg River on 14th. 
Kavanagh meanwhile having found Theron, chased 
him, and Crabbe leaving tho further pursuit of 
Maritz to the columns of Capper and Wormald, now 
on the great Berg River from Clanwilliam, turned 
on Theron who was now actually behind him. 
Theron had his hack to tho sea, in front of him 
were Crabbe and Kavanagh, behind them tho great 
Berg River, and at tho mouth of that river lay a 
gun-boat. A gun-boat to deal with a Commando! 
Theron galloped past both columns, crossed the 
river 45 miles away from the gun-boat, and escaped 
north-east. 

These operations led to a good deal of marching 
up and down and across tho track lying between the 
sea and the mountains to the north of tho Capital. 
The attempt on Capo Town produced a heavy 
draught on the horses, hilt was of more interest for its 
surpassing boldness and the immunity Commandos 
felt even when actually in the lion’s jaws. This 
immunity was duo among other causes to their 
greater mobility ; they could always show a clean 
pair of heels. Our horses still carried too much 
weight. 

After the retirement of Maritz and Theron, 
Crabbe marched to Lamberts Bay, Kavanagh to 
Clanwilliam, Wormald to Ceres, Capper remained 
at Piquetherg. Maritz disappeared until 28th 
Nov., when he unsuccessfully attacked a small post 
on tho Brak River, 50 miles north-east of Calvinia, 
in quest of arms, ammunition and remounts. The 
place was invested for eight days anti drew 
W. Doran and Callwcll to its relief from Sutherland 
100 miles away. 

In consequence of the attempt to enter Capo 
Town, ono of the most remarkable undertakings in 
block-house lines was now put in hand. It was no 
less than running a wire fence nearly half way across 
a sub-continent, i.e., from Lamberts Bay to Victoria 
West, through practically a desert. The distance 
was 320 miles, and the work was undertaken from 
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both ends early in the month of December. 
Wormald went to Victoria Eoad to cover the work¬ 
ing party at that end, Crabbe and Wyndham 
remained at the Lamberts Bay end. These two 
columns when protecting a convoy to Calvinia on 
20th Dec. were sharply attacked, and again on 
22nd and 23rd. Smuts, who was now in command 
of all the forces in Cape Colony, was present and 
directed the attack which was of the most deter¬ 
mined character. The heaviest casualties occurred 
in the 16th Lancers, but the number of animals lost 
is unknown. 

When Kritzinger re-crossed the Orange Eiver in 
the middle of August, as narrated at p. 169, he pro¬ 
ceeded to the Zastron district where he remained 
resting for four months, surrounded by columns 
which were gyrating in the neighbourhood, though 
they never discovered him. During his absence 
from Cape Colony matters in the midland districts 
had not flourished, and Smuts urged him to return. 
The crossing of a river patrolled by columns was 
evidently a matter of ease to Kritzinger, who, select¬ 
ing the historic Sand Drift used by De Wet, crossed 
with 100 men on 14th Dec. He was at once chased 
by the columns of B. Doran and Bentinck. Kritz- 
inger’s men had two or three horses apiece, and there 
ensued a long and a stern chase south in the 
direction of the block-housed line running from De 
Aar to Naauwpoort. On the 16th, at night, this was 
rushed after cutting the wires, but Kritzinger was 
wounded and captured together with other prisoners 
and 80 horses. The main body got through, and 
making for Hanover and Eichmond, under the 
command of L. Wessels, got safely into the Camde- 
boo Mountains. 

In November, while the stirring events already 
recorded were occurring close to Cape Town, a 
further attempt was made to deal with Fouche, in 
the almost inaccessible regions in the Drakensberg 
to which he fled when in difficulties. Scobell 
chased Fouche, Monro dealt with Myburg and 
Wessels, and their operations were successful in 
producing attrition, they captured 500 horses belong¬ 
ing to these Commandos, though the bodies 
remained at large. My burgh was, however, too 
hard hit to take the field again. By the end of 
December the above columns, including a new 
Colonial Division of Cape Mounted Eiflemen under 
Lukin, had driven these bands from pillar to post, 
though not across the Orange Eiver. 

WESTERN TtiANSVAAL. 

November, 1901, to January, 1902. 

During this period, the enemy did not offer any 
considerable oppositon. De la Eey was not in 
evidence, and the operations mainly resolved them¬ 
selves into minor drives and raids by Methuen and 
Kekewich in the Klerksdorp area, assisted by a 
column under Hickie. The quantity of stock 
captured during this time continued to furnish 
evidence of the resources of the enemy, and the 


difficulties in clearing a country which had been 
traversed over and over again by British columns. 

Both Methuen and Kekewich came from the 
north for these operations, where we last saw them 
between the Magaliesberg and Zeerust; on 18th 
November they were at Klerksdorp, having, of 
course, had to deal with opposition on the way. A 
few days before this time Hickie, when a short 
distance north of Klerksdorp, had suffered a serious 
loss in a reconnoitring squadron of Imperial Yeoman¬ 
ry, resulting in many casualties and the loss of over 
eighty horses. On 26th November, Methuen, 
Kekewich and Hickie moved out west from Klerks¬ 
dorp, their transport was ambuscaded on the follow¬ 
ing day and seventy-seven horses lost. Methuen 
operating by night, continued his journey west, and 
then turning south-west was back in Klerksdorp, 
after several encounters; on 4th December he 
returned with prisoners, 14,000 head of stock, 200 
draught animals and supplies. 

On 11th December, after a week’s rest, both 
Methuen and Kekewich again went west to the 
Makwasie Berg, a range of hills north-east of 
Wolmaranstad, which they searched and raided. 
After a considerable amount of successful marching 
and counter-marching they were back in Klerks¬ 
dorp on 20th with prisoners, 36,000 head of stock, 
480 draught animals, and immense supplies of 
grain, The grain brought in by all raiding columns 
was only a fraction of that discovered. The tons of 
food stuffs destroyed were incalculable. 

On 28th December both columns again went west 
from Klerksdorp, once more in the direction of 
Wolmaranstad, Kekewich blocking the north, 
while Methuen harried the Makwasie Berg hills from 
the south. Methuen now hurried west after a Com¬ 
mando, which he subsequently missed, and reached 
Yryburg on 6th January; Kekewich, losing touch 
with him, went north, and after a good deal of 
marching arrived at Ventersdorp on 9th January 
with 7000 head of stock. 

Other operations in the Western Transvaal in 
December were those prosecuted by Cunningham 
and Dalzell around the drifts on both sides of the 
Yaal in the vicinity of Lindeque, Eensburg’s Drift, 
Witbanks, and other places. 

On 8th January, Methuen again left Vryburg, 
and on 14th captured a small convoy in the vicinity 
of Harts Eiver; another fell to him on 16th, in 
which his mounted forces rode fifty horses to death, 
and on 19th he entered Lichtenburg. On 21st he 
lost seventy-four horses out of a force of 200 sent to 
capture a supposed small party of the enemy which 
turned out to be a strong Commando. Methuen 
remained at Lichtenburg until 26th January when 
he started for Klerksdorp, where he arrived on 1st 
February. Kekewich, who had been busy raiding 
the district and protecting the blockhouse line in 
January, now on the completion of his section, 
again took more active measures. On 5th February 
he had a great success at Gruisfontcin , a few miles 
east of Lichtenburg, where he surprised a laager, 
capturing 131 of the enemy and only losing 28 
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horses killed, though the range was but a matter 
of a few yards. On February 21st he returned to 
Klerkdorp. 

EASTERN TRANSVAAL . 

Bruce-Hamilton’s Raids. 

November, 1901, to February, 1902. 

Since last dealing with this theatre of war, 
important changes had taken place in the physical 
conditions, to which allusion must be made if the 
columns’ movements are to be understood. The 
blockhouse lines had been introduced into the 
interior of the high veldt of the Eastern Transvaal, 
and had carved it up into areas which more readily 
lent themselves to treatment. The large protected 
area, extending from 40 miles east of Pretoria, 
north and south, to 30 miles east of Heidelberg, was 
still held by a line of Constabulary posts ; Ermelo, 
in the middle of the high veldt, was connected with 
Standerton on the south by a blockhouse line, and 
on the north with Carolina, while the latter was 
linked up with the Delagoa line at Wonderfontein, 
a little west of Belfast. The Eastern Transvaal 
was thus cut in halves by a line of rifle fire over 100 
miles in length, and in the middle of this desolate 
waste, in the very heart of the Eastern Transvaal, 
a supply depot was established at Ermelo, furnished 
by convoys which could now travel in safety by the 
blockhouse line from Standerton to Ermelo. This 
base in the enemy’s country enormously facilitated 
the work of the columns, for, unwieldly transport 
could be left behind and columns thereby rendered 
more mobile, while the distance they had to 
fall back for food was relatively small. All this 
has a far greater bearing on the question of horse 
wastage than might at first sight appear. The 
shorter the time the troops are from their base the 
less the horse has to carry. The moment the 
weight on the back is reduced, the greater the 
available energy for military purposes. The block¬ 
house line never perhaps came up to strategical 
expectations. The enemy regarded it with contempt 
excepting when he had to cross it, but as a means 
of carrying war into the interior away from rail¬ 
ways, with a minimum of animal labour and a 
maximum of safety for transport animals, it was 
superb. None of the work to be related in the 
present section would have been possible but for the 
existence of a supply depot on the spot. It onlv 
remains to be noticed that another blockhouse line 
ran from Yolksrust in Natal, via Wakkerstroom and 
Piet Retief to the border of Swaziland, a distance 
of 60 miles, and thus cut ofT the bottom pocket of 
the South-Eastern Transvaal from the high veldt. 
This line also enabled the columns based on it to 
keep the Field. 

The events immediately succeeding Bakenlaagte 
have already been referred to at p. 173. By the 
middle of November twelve columns with 15,000 
horses had been collected to avenge the disaster. 
Four of these were directly under Bruce Hamilton, 
eight others were to co-operate with him as required. 


Hamilton disposed eight columns along the Wilge 
River line of Constabulary posts east of Pretoria- 
Heidelberg. Two hundred miles south-east were 
Rawlinson’s Column at Volksrust, Colville’s at Piet 
Retief, and between these two Plumer at Wakkers- 
stroom. Botha was eighteen miles north of Bethel. 
The scheme was for Bruce Hamilton to drive the 
Eastern Transvaal with his column from west to 
east,and force the retreating burghers against the 
Swaziland border into the arms of the three columns 
above referred to as extending to Piot Retief. 

The movement began on 36th November, and 
under cover of it the Constabulary posts were 
advanced fifteen miles further east, the line of 
columns advanced on Bethel, and finally on Ermelo, 
where Hamilton endeavoured to swing his long 
arms around the enemy, and make them either 
retire still further east or fight. The columns con¬ 
verged on Ermelo on 3rd December, and on the 
same day Botha’s forces broke back between them, 
one body going north-west, the other south-west. 
Consequently, the drive, like so many of its pre¬ 
decessors, was barren. P. Viljoen was in command 
of the party which broke back north-west, and 
passed between the columns of Williams and 
Allenby. Botha guided the south-west party 
between the columns of Spens and Campbell, and 
on 3rd December was lying between Bethel and 
Ermelo, where he was raided at dawn on 4th by 
Hamilton, and heavy captures efi’ected. Botha, 
with the bulk of his forces, went south-east, and 
found himself against Pulteney 750 strong, and 
Plumer 1000 strong, who had advanced north from 
Wakkerstroom, hut nothing was effected. 

On 9th December Hamilton again raided. A 
thirty-mile march at night brought him to a laager, 
which he captured ; those who escaped wero secured 
after a six-mile gallop ; twenty miles back to camp 
completed a hard day’s work. On the 12th the 
same troops made another successful night raid and 
covered fifty miles before their return to Ermelo. 
These are but a few of the night raids during this 
most productive campaign, and show the improve¬ 
ment which had resulted in the condition of the 
horses in consequence of food and care. The 
distances are given in the “ Official History, : and 
are, therefore, reliable. 

On the 7th December Botha, undeterred by fail¬ 
ure, was actually about twenty miles south of 
Ermelo ; Spens was watching the blockhouse lino, 
Standerton-Ermelo, but a short distance awav, and 
on 1 iSth Decern her sent out a force of 200 M.I. to 
search a farm close to Botha’s headquarters. The 
party was surrounded and lost 130 horses and a 
sixth of the men. The force under P. Viljoen which 
escaped north-west had been twice raided at dawn, 
on 10th and 13th December, bv three columns with 
excellent results. lie then put 200 men across the 
Constabulary line, who entered the “protected” 
area east of Pretoria and joined Prinsloo, where 
they remained until the end of the war. Moan- 

• Vol. iv., p. ‘M-y. 
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while, P. Viljoen himself with 300 more men entered 
the same area towards the end of January, 1902. 

Bruce Hamilton continued to march east, and 
causing the north and south to be blocked, devoted 
the remainder of the month to night raids, which 
grow less successful as the enemy became more 
skilful in dealing with them. At the end of Decem¬ 
ber Botha was st ill not more than twenty-five miles 
south-west of Ermelo, while Bruce Hamilton was 
against the Swazi border. An attempt was there¬ 
fore made to get between Ermelo and Botha and 
drive him east towards Bruce Hamilton, Spens, 
Planter and Pulteney doing the driving. The move¬ 
ment began on 1st January. On 2nd an advance 
guard of one of Plumer's Columns was captured; 
on 3rd December a serious reverse occurred also 
to one of his advanced patrols, in which the 5th 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen, 19th Co. I.Y., and 
two Companies of Regular M.I. wero successfully 
ambushed, and lost heavily in men and all their 
horses. For three weeks longer Hamilton night- 
raided from Ermelo, and finally towards the end of 
January his columns repealed the drive on the 
Swazi frontier, but the results were small. 

Botha, however, with 600 men left the Eastern 
Transvaal on 15th February for good, and, retiring 
south-east into the Vryheid district, never again 
appeared. The blockhouse line south was not 
tested, as he went round it through Swaziland. 

NOUTII-EAST TEA NVAA L. 

August, 1901, to January, 1902. 

A period of quiescence followed Blood’s opera¬ 
tions recorded at p. 167 ; most of the columns taking 
part in it had by now gone elsewhere, but Blood 
remained operating to the north of the Delagoa 
lino. A combination of columns, Park, Campbell, 
and Kitchener, one being a flying column of Cavalry 
and M.I., made an attack on Muller near Elands 
River on 16th August, in which a party of the 19th 
Hussars were ambushed and lost all their horses. 
Then followed operations around Roos-Senekal and 
Dullstrooin, which yielded little. 

From September to December matters were very 
quiet. B. Viljoen and Muller were both present, 
but there was ample evidence to show the impossi¬ 
bility of ousting thorn from their mountain fast¬ 
nesses; in consequence the people north of Eyden- 
burg enjoyed immunity from British Columns and 
lived in comfort, for food was plentiful. This area, 
however, in December became the seat of the 
Transvaal Government, which broke through from 
the Eastern Transvaal when Bruce Hamilton began 
his operations in November. At the time there 
was only one British Column in this part of the 
country ; it was situated at Lydenburg under Park, 
another was now sent from Belfast under Urmston 
to join with Park in tracking the fugitive Govern¬ 
ment. On lSth December this Column attacked 
Muller, who was escorting the party, and there 


were many casualties, but the Government escaped. 
B. Viljoen, however, on returning from a visit to 
tho Government was ambuscaded and captured on 
25th January. A third column under J. Williams 
operated with the other two in February, and made a 
raid on Muller who was still covering the Govern¬ 
ment, and though many captures were made the 
governing body escaped and for safety proceeded 
further north. 

With the above operations the military events for 
1901 may be considered to have closed. The 
tedious details of movements we have narrated 
have been essential to a clear understanding of the 
question of wear and tear, which must now be 
taken up. 

THE HOUSE QUESTION IN 1901 . 

Statistical. 

Prior to our consideration of the operations of 
1901, it was pointed out as an essential to a clear 
understanding of the wastage occurring in that 
year, that the war was waged by a force entirely 
mounted. While clearly pointing out that the 
excessive wear and tear was not materially due to 
any shortage of supply, as urged by the “ Times 
History” (p. 147), opportunity was taken to insist 
that a powerful contributory cause to wastage—apart 
from want of condition of remounts—was the intro¬ 
duction into the country of 5800 new M.I., 17,600 
new Yeomanry, and 6000 new Colonial contingents, 
to say nothing of the thousands of men raised 
locally, the exact numbers of whom are unknown. 
All these were more or less inexperienced in the 
care and management of horses, and none, except¬ 
ing those locally raised, had a knowledge of their 
management on a campaign. 

This must be borne in mind in considering the 
percentage of loss which had been anticipated by 
the War Office. We have seen, p. 142, that some 
years before the war occurred, it had been laid 
down that the wastage on a campaign would be 
five per cent per month."- This was far too low, 
and in the face of the new data available f should 
have been revised, On the official basis of 5% per 
month, the number of remounts required monthly 
for a mounted force of 60,000 men would have 
been 3000. To what extent this was exceeded is 
shown in the following table J of remounts supplied 
by Major-General Truman during 1901, and does 
not include the horses brought to the country by 
Colonial Contingents and Regular re-inforcements. 


* R.C. Evidence of General Sir Mansfield Clarke, Vol. ii., 
p. 39. 

t " The Loss of Horses in War,” see footnote p. 142. 

J “ Court of Enquiry Remounts,” Appendix B, p. 311. 
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Number of Remount Horses and Mules 



SUPPLIED 

DURING 

1901. 



Horses 

Mules 

Horses 

Mules 




Quarterly 

January 

8439 




February 

6973 

2467 



March 

9742 

2000 

25118 

4467 

April 

8067 

3098 



May 

6684 

2399 



June 

8717 

474 

23468 

5971 

July 

11442 

3650 



August 

9817 

998 



September 

9596 

2852 

30855 

7500 

October 

12070 

2078 



November 

11000 

2020 



December 

17295 

1015 

40365 

5113 



119,806 

23,051 

Deduct losses at Sea, 3 63% horses) ., Q 

1-56% mules j 4348 

359 

Total 

115,458 

22,692 

Add Remounts on the Sea in 
Dec., 1900 (less loss), and 
not included in that year 

5800 

2950 


121,258 

25,642 

Deduct Remounts on the Sea 
in Dec., 1901, not received 
31st Dec. 

10,000 

1000 

Total Remounts from oversea 
received during 1901 

111,258 

24,642 


The above total only refers to Remounts, and 
does not include the fresh horses coming into the 
country with re-inforcements as follows :— 

Six Cavalry Regiments 3300 horses 

Colonial Contingents 6300 


Total, after deducting loss at sea 9250 


So that, speaking in round numbers, the total 
number of horses accompanying units, together with 
Remount horses and mules from oversea, during 
1901, is as follows :— 

120,500 horses 24,600 mules 

Even these gigantic figures do not exhibit the 
full total. There were purchased in South Africa 
during 1901 * 92,699 horses and 16,245 mules. 

* R.C. Appendix 38a, p.260. It will be remembered, 
pp. 123, 132, that in 1899 it was reported that local supply 
in South Africa was unobtainable. In the two years and 
three months of the War which this history at present 
covers, no less than 146,918 horses and 16,24.5 mules were 
obtained as Remounts in South Africa ! 


Adding these to the imported animals we obtain 

Horses Mules 

Total number of new horses 

and mules obtained from all 

sources during 1901 213,200 40,845 

Incredible as this total seems, it actually does 
not represent the total number of horses available, 
for it takes no notice of the tens of thousands of 
captured animals, very large numbers of which wore 
used by the troops, if only for a day or two, but of 
which no record can ever be obtained. | A guess 
might be made as to the number so employed. For 
instance, at p.160, Major Mann reported 20% were 
available in the sweeping operations of Elliot’s 
columns, and there is reason to think this estimate 
was lower than was subsequently obtained. In the 
absence, however, of reliable data we are compelled 
to pass over the thousands of horses “ picked up ” 
on the veldt, and confine ourselves to the figures 
above given. 

The* loss incurred by this immense number of 
animals, on the basis explained at p. 141, is as 
follows for the year 1901:— 

Horses 142,603 Mules 14,433 

Again, it must be remembered that this was the 
dead loss only, and does not include the wastage 
arising from sickness and injury. Nor does it refer 
to any other animals than those paid for out of the 
public purse. 

We cannot statistically compare the above loss 
with that occurring during 1900, for it has not been 
found possible to separate the three months of 1899 
from the twelve of 1900 (see p. 142). But for the sake 
of comparison we may place the tables side by side. 

Dead loss in 15 months, Dead loss in 12 months, 
Oct., 1899—Dec., 1900. Jan.—Dec., 1001. 

Horses 110,028 142,603 

Mules 29,113 14,433 

There is an increase of 32,500 horses lost during 
1901 as compared with the previous fifteen months 
of the war, while a decrease in deaths of 14,700 mules 
occurred during 1901, as compared with the earlier 
period. This decrease may in part bo due to the 
blockhouse lines ; on the oilier hand it may lie 
more apparent than real, for in round numbers only 
half the number of mules were supplied in 1901 as 
compared with the period Oct., 1899 -Dec., 1900. 

Perhaps a better way of visualising the loss is to 
calculate the deaths on a daily basis. For the 


f Some idea of the numbers of captured stock may be 
gained from the fact that the columns which desolated the 
north-east of the Free State sent into Harrismith alone no 
less than 58,000 horses, nearly half of which were breeding 
stock. In these numbers everything was counted but foals 
Harrismith was only one of several receiving centres, and 
the north-east of the Free State was a fraction, though the 
richest in horses, of the total area which had to be devastated 
in the Free State and Transvaal. 
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fifteen months, October, 1899 to December, 1900, 
these averaged:— 

Horses 263 per diem. 

Mules 63 „ „ 

For the twelve months January—December, 1901, 
they averaged:— 

Horses 387 per diem. 

Mules 40 (nearly) „ ,, 

The monthly total wastage varied very little: at 
the end of the year 1900, it was reported as 25%.* In 
April, 1900, it was still 25 %. j On 1st March, 1902, 
the Q.M.G., in his evidence before the G . of E. Bern., 
Q. 18, stated that the deaths and destructions in 
veterinary hospitals amounted to 1000 a week, and 
that this number did not include the mortality with 
columns [remount depots and farms]. We now 
know that these three sources produced an addi¬ 
tional 1700 deaths a week. 

The Q.M.G. added that there were approximately 
20,000 horses on the sick list, but these numbers 
did not include the thousands recuperating on 
farms. \ 

The dead loss of horses being 5-58% per month, 
and the general rate of wastage 25% per month, 
leaves 19-42% to represent the sick and debilitated. 
The sick, debilitated and weary therefore amounted 
to 41,400 horses a month, of which 20,000 or more 
went to hospital, and 21,000 or less to debility 
farms, or back to lleinount Depots. 

Briefly re-stating all the previous facts, and 
expressing them in round numbers, and in terms 
which readily appeal to the imagination, the mean 
loss in horses and mules every month during the 


year 1901 was as follows :— 


Monthly 

Deaths and Destructions 

Horses 

i i,6oo 

if if 

Sick, debilitated and weary 

Mules 

1200 

41,400 

Total Wastage 

54,200 


This is a truly appalling loss, the like of which 
had never previously occurred in an army subse¬ 
quently victorious. We must now in general terms 
endeavour to trace its cause, and observe its subse¬ 
quent efteet upon the veterinary service. Before 
doing so, it will bo convenient, at the risk of some 
little reiteration, to look at those losses on a large 
scale which have been recorded during the opera¬ 
tions of the year under review ; also those of certain 
individual units not previously specified in the text. 

* Col. 963, Cable 73. 

f C. of K. Item. Appendix b\ p. 368. 

J As a matter of fact the number of sick in hospital was 
frequently higher than the estimate mada by the Q.M.G. 
In September and October, 1901, they stood in round 
numbers as follows :— 

Week ending 25th Sept., remaining in Hospital, 26,500 
2nd Oct., ,, 26,000 

9th ., ,. 27,000 

17th ., ,, 26,000 

,, 24th ,, ,, 27,900 


CAUSES OF WASTAGE. 

Examples of the excessive wear and tear of 
horses during the year 1901 are recorded in some 
of the Papers presented to Parliament. In Cd. 
963, Cable 79, it is stated under date of 21st March, 
1901, that the number of horses issued during the 
month of January to the troops operating in Cape 
Colony was no less than 12,000. The same Cable 
also informs us that the loss in horses of the 
various Columns in repelling in February the in¬ 
vasion of De Wet amounted to 5000. 

French’s operations in the Eastern Transvaal had 
used up 2,000 horses by the middle of March. We 
know that many of these died from horse sickness, 
and the Cable informs us that during the month of 
February alone, the loss in the Transvaal, mainly 
from this disease, exceeded 3000 horses 1 

In April, 1901, the officer in charge of Remounts, 
South Africa, informed the War Office that the 
wastage on the 55,000 mounted troops then in the 
Field equalled 25%. C. of E. Bern ., Appendix F, 
p.368. 

The Quartermaster-General, in his evidence before 
the C. of E. Bern ., gave an example of horse wastage 
in a regiment of Mounted Infantry. The original 
strength of the regiment was 492; in five months 
it received 556 fresh horses, so that the loss was 
over 100% in that short time. The strength of the 
regiment on the 19th September, 1901, was 391, 
and the following shows the effective state of the 
horses. 

Fit, 13 ; fit in ten davs, 30 = 43. 

Unfit, 34 ; in hospital,208(sorebacks and mange); 
destroyed, 106 = 348. 

Out of 391 horses only 43 could be classed as fit, 
and this was the balance remaining of a total 
number of 1048 received during five months! 

A witness before the C. of E. Bern.. Q. 6443, 
stated that on 12th May, 1901, the Metropolitan 
Mounted Rifles received 610 horses. They started 
on their march to Orange River, 80 miles away, and 
by the time they got there most of the men were 
dismounted. The witness did not tell the Court 
that these men. many of whom could not even put 
on a saddle or bridle, were mounted principally on 
half broken, semi-wild horses, that had just been 
handled and backed, and but little more. Before 
the regiment completed its first march of 14 miles, 
the whole of their spare horses were loose, men by 
scores were marching on foot, while the track over 
which the regiment passed was littered with 
accoutrements of every description, including field 
glasses and rifles. 

The previous witness, Q. 6445, said that two 
companies of Yeomanry, which were only perform¬ 
ing outpost and convoy duty around De Aar, 
received 600 horses in two months. (The full 
strength of a Company of Yeomanry if every man 
was in the ranks is only 150. Full strengh, how¬ 
ever, is never realised in war, and it is unlikely that 
these two Companies possessed more than 100 men 
or so apiece). 
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In the C. of E. Rem. Appendix F, p. 312, a table 
of losses is quoted in a letter to the Inspector- 
General of Remounts showing the wastage in one 
month in General Elliot’s Division which left Glen 
for Harrismith on 18th August, 1901, see p. 173. 
In that short time, out of a strength of 2936 horses 
no less than 969, or roughly one-third of the 
strength, had been lost. 

The “Times History” grapples with the question 
of wastage during 1901 in its usual vigorous man¬ 
ner, and, having dealt with the monthly importa¬ 
tion, adds:— 

“ Even this enormous supply was insufficient. Kitchener 
had failed to bestow the attention it deserved upon this 
important matter. Ground lost was never wholly regained. 
Quantities of animals were still thrown prematurely into the 
field, unfit and unacclimatised, quickly to succumb to the 
rigours of campaigning. The sickening waste of horseflesh 
which ensued was partly, of course, a corrollary to the 
policy of tossing half-trained horsemen into mobile columns ; 
but there was also much administrative blundering and 
much inexcusable neglect in the field. The remount camps 
and rest camps were not properly inspected, and it was not 
until November that Kitchener took effectual steps to 
remedy this defect. At the same time it is but fair to say 
that these camps—so constant and pressing were the 
demands for mounts—were never given a fair chance of 
becoming efficient and serviceable. In the field, even when 
the troops had become veterans, the consumption of horses 
was far too great. The regular troops were the best horse- 
masters and the Colonials the worst, but the standard 
throughout was not high. At one time, in imitation of the 
Boer practice, Kitchener tried the experiment of furnishing 
Columns with a quantity of spare horses. The result was 
only to encourage waste.” 

It is unlikely that those now living will ever 
know the real policy which lay at the root of the 
extravagant waste of horses, but so far as a close 
study of available material permits, it appears to 
have been based upon a misapprehension of the 
enemy’s spirit of resistance. A misapprehension 
deeply rooted from the first days of the campaign 
and never, we believe, extinguished. It seems to 
have been considered that the terror produced by 
columns sweeping over the country, effecting cap¬ 
tures, devasting property, laying waste the land, 
and removing families to concentration camps, 
would bring the enemy to his knees. With a nation 
less adamantine, and less saturated with the re¬ 
ligious fanaticism of being a chosen people, it is 
most likely that one, or at the outside two sweeping 
operations of this nature would have sufficed as an 
object lesson. Had such been the case the sacrifice 
of unconditioned horses would have been justified 
in bringing the war to a speedy termination. But 
the results of these first operations pointed the 
other way. Converting their land and houses into 
a wilderness only had the effect of stiffening resist¬ 
ance ; removing their families to concentration 
camps, feeding them, caring for and educating their 
children, placed the Burgher on a far stronger war 
footing. Olivp-branch proclamations were regarded 
as indications of weakness, and the bearers of them 
to the commandos were tried and remorselessly shot. 


The enemy, through training and confidence, passed 
from the stage of defence to that of attack, and not 
only had already carried the war into a British 
Colony but maintained it there up to the last day 
of the campaign. 

The loss of unfit horses early in 1901 would 
never have caused a second’s consideration had the 
military policy adopted in January in the Eastern 
Transvaal been a success, for the end would have 
justified the means, and the means appeared at 
that time to be such as would attain the object 
aimed at. But a sacrifice which is justifiable as a 
temporary measure may be unjustifiable for per¬ 
manent adoption, and we entirely agree with the 
Times' criticism—that the waste of horses was the 
result of employing unfit animals for operations 
demanding the highest physical condition, though 
we are unable to agree that this was in any way 
incurred through a lack in the purchasing of horses. 
See p. 148. 

The Times does not allude to the other important 
factor involved in thisquestiou, i.e., the food supply. 
It is almost beyond belief that the daily ration 
scale consisted of only 101b. corn, and whatever 
else might be picked up from farms or by grazing!^ 
Of hay there was none excepting when near the 
line of rail, while grazing was variable and de¬ 
pended upon the season, the work in hand, and 
above all the column commander. Here lies the 
kernel of the whole question ; horses cannot be got 
into condition without food. Even—as we venture 
to think—had it been possible to delay active 
hostilities for a few weeks so as to begin with 
animals fit for work, such fitness could only be 
maintained by a sufficient food supply, and from 
the first day of the campaign to the last this was 
not forthcoming. 

The grazing frequently suffered at our own hands, 
for some columns destroyed the grass by burning, and 
left nothing but the blackened stones for those who 
had to follow them. But apart from this, it is a 
remarkable fact that horses should have been under¬ 
fed at a time when a large army was engaged for a 
whole year laying waste an immense country, 
destroying thousands of tons of grain, and 
thousands of acres of crops. We never succeeded 


* This scale of grain ration is the same as that given to 
troop horses at home when leading a life of comparative 
idleness, and two pounds less than that given them when 
on peace manceuvres. 

Nowhere in the Remount Report on the War is there a 
word of protest against this semi-starvation scale of diet. 
See also p. 135. 

The Report of the Royal Commission is also silent; it 
refers, p. 117, to horses and mules being “ often on short 
rations,” but it was evidently ignorant of the scale of grain 
rations laid down. It is impossible to conceive how such a 
highly technical enquiry could be carried out without ex¬ 
pert knowledge ; the interest of the horses should accord¬ 
ingly have been represented on the Commission, and 
evidence taken from veterinary officers who had served at 
the seat of war. 
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generally in learning to live on the country, or 
turning to our own advantage such supplies as it 
possessed. Of course, much was hidden away or 
the enemy could never have kept the field, while 
transport for discovered supplies was not always 
available. But making every allowance for these, 
we are not an army of thrift and providence, and 
it was always easier to destroy supplies by burn¬ 
ing, or oven turning them into a river, * than to 
trouble to bring them in. This propensity for 
destruction was also stimulated by the military 
programme which enjoined it as part of a regrettable 
necessity. 

Briefly, had we conditioned and fed our horses 
well, the miserable and shameful toil of waste 
during the year 1901 would never have occurred. 
It would then have been possible to deal seriously 
with horse wastage due to defective or bad manage¬ 
ment. 

It appears to us that the months of March and 
April might have been devoted to getting horses in¬ 
to condition and putting flesh on them, though 
whether it was possible to stay military operations 
for this purpose is a question obviously outside this 
History, With two months, good feeding and 
steady work these animals would have been able to 
take the field with a monthly wastage which, at the 
outside, would not have exceeded 8%, as against the 
25% actually occurring. 1 Two-thirds of the wasto 
would have been controlled, and the proportion 
of remounts required correspondingly reduced. To 
replace the 8% monthly, 4800 remounts would 
always have required to be under training, a very 
large number, but by no means impossible when 
spread over the existing large depots. These horses 
would have needed 2500 men to train and look after 
them, but in this matter we wero exceptionally well 
situated in South Africa, as the Kaffir is both fond 
of horses and can be made an excellent horseman. 
Thus, without drawing a single soldier from the 
fighting line, it would have been possible—given the 
above two months—to have “ conditioned ” all the 
horses required and sent them out fit for work. 
The training referred to is not, of course, the 
methods of the “ High School,” but common-sense 
hardening of muscles and tendons, expansion of 
lungs, and adjustment of circulation, together with 
hardening and conditioning of backs, without which 
no horse untrained to the saddle is fit to carry a 
man. 


* The 00th Company of I. Y. was in April 1901, engaged 
in clearing operations in the South East District of the 
Orange Free State, A diary kept by one of its number 
reads:—“To Wepener— emptying large quantities of 
grain into the Caledon River. . . . “Rhodesia and 

After.” —S. H. Gilbert, 1901. 

Into the same river a General was prepared to throw 
22,000 sheep he could not drive further, unless satisfactory 
means could be found for taking them off his hands. 

f This estimate would be higher for troops operating in 
notoriously unhealthy areas during the “ horse sickness ” 
Beason. 


We have stated the outside rate of wastage, and 
the outside requirements, for it will not be forgotten 
that of the 8% normal wastage monthly, at least 
4% would have been returned to the ranks, provided 
efficient means for collecting the horse debris of 
columns existed, and already at the beginning of 
1901 the principles of such a scheme received official 
acknowledgment. 

None of the earlier operations in the Transvaal 
and Orange Free State during 1901 were such as 
should not have been capable of being performed by 
horses in good condition, well fed and well cared 
for. It was not until towards the end of the year 
that long daily marches of forty, fifty, or even sixty 
miles were generally demanded. In the Cape 
operations, long and rapid marches were character¬ 
istic from the beginning, and the sacrifices in that 
Colony were on a totally different plane from those 
elsewhere. In the Cape the object was to hustle 
the roving bands out of the country, no matter at 
what cost, In the Transvaal and Free State it was 
not a question of driving them out of the country 
but hemming them in, and endeavouring to compel 
them to coalesce and fight; to drive them out of 
the country was the last thing desired. So that the 
conditions leading to the waste of horses in Cape 
Colony was not on all fours with those in the Free 
State and Transvaal. 

We cannot leave the question of the employment 
of unfit horses for war in 1901, without reference 
to the official correspondence on the subject. 
All the following cables have been published in 
Parliamentary Paper Cd. 963, 1902. 

The earliest is cable No. 74 from Lord Roberts 
(then at the War Office) to Lord Kitchener, in 
which he says :— 

“ The heavy wastage in horses is due, as we both know, 
to their being worked before they are fit. Would it be 
possible to commandeer, under Martial Law, in the dis¬ 
tricts of Cape Colony sufficient to enable the remounts to 
get a month’s rest and exercise before being put in the 
ranks ?” 

In reply to this on 10th January, Lord Kitchener 
stated he was getting as many as possible in Cape 
Colony, and would do his best to give the remounts 
the rest required. 

From the Secretary of State for War to Lord 
Kitchener, Cable 96, dated 21st November, 1901. 

“ Reports reach me from many quarters that the re¬ 
mount system is still unsatisfactory, and that unconditioned 
horses are being issued to columns and sent at once on 
long treks. Your telegram *20th September appeared to 
show there was then a proper margin. Cannot an officer 
of sufficient standing be appointed who would refuse to 
send remounts up country till fit ? Surely it would be 
better to rest some columns for a time than to waste 
horses.” 


Supplement to The 
Veterinary Record. 


The War in South Africa 


189 


To this Lord Kitchener replied on 25th Novem - 
her, 1901, Cable 97 

“ Your telegram 21st November. I am not thoroughly 
satisfied with result of remount work, though Birkbeck, 
who is in charge, is not wanting in energy. Could you send 
out Inspector General of Remounts to inspect, and let him 
bring with him some thoroughly practical officer or official 
to look after recovery of partly exhausted horses on hired 
farms. 

With reference to your question, till the recent opera¬ 
tions in Natal, which drew heavily on remounts, the best 
horses arriving had average of three weeks at ports, and 
weak or in any way unfit horses, longer. I hope I shall 
soon be able to return to this scale of rest. . . .” 

The Secretary of State replied on the following 
day, Cable 98:— 

“Thequestion of resting horses seems to us of the first 
importance. We will certainly send officers to help you. 
But no change of hand will be effective unless you lay it 
down authoritatively that columns must rest till horses are 
in proper condition. We cannot continue indefinitely to 
send 10,000 to 12,000 remounts per month to be used up by 
column commanders in a few days.” 

To this cable no reply is published. A few days 
later, the 6th December, 1901, Lord Roberts, cabling 
from the War Office, No. 100, says :— 

1 * Pray give the horses ample rest on landing, and impress 
on all Commanding Officers the necessity for animals being 
taken the greatest care of. The men should never be on 
the horses' backs when it is possible for them to be on 
foot.” 

On the following day, 7th December, the Secre¬ 
tary of State cabled as follows, No. 101:— 

*«.Lord Roberts is sending Lord Downe 

and Colonel Hotham to take charge of Remounts at the 
base in conjunction with Colonel Birkbeck, whose good work 
is fully appreciated. Several reports have recently reached 
me ot horses from oversea being sent up country and sent 
on trek unshod, and consequently becoming unserviceable 
in two or three days. Cannot you issue an absolute pro¬ 
hibition of such practice ? ” 

To this, Lord Kitchener replied on 8th December, 
1901, Cable 102 

“ Your telegram of 7th December, I hope that Lord 
Downe and Colonel Hotham are being sent out only on a 
tour of inspection, and not in any way to interfere with 
work of the Remount Department under Birkbeck, with 
which I am quite satisfied. Horses are sent up from the 
coast ports to the large remount depots Buch as Mooi 
River, Elandsfontein, Queenstown, etc., where they are 
invariably shod before issue.” 

The Inspector-General of Remounts at the War 
Office now for the first time appears officially in 
connection with South African organisation, and on 
9th December, 1901, sent the following cable (103) 
to Colonel Birkbeck :— 

“ Be prepared to keep 16,000 horses at base depots for 
one month. How are you off for ‘ corral Is,’ also for horse- 
keepers, native and European, respectively.” 

On 15th December, 1901, Cable 107, Lord 
Kitchener cabled to the Secretary of State for an 
additional establishment for three more remount 
depots, manned entirely by natives of India, and 
then adds:— 

«» A regular establishment is also considered advisable to 
ride these horses while at the remount depots, so that they 


might get well conditioned and in regular work before issue 
to columns. I would suggest that for this purpose 500 
Sowars of the native Cavalry, with saddlery complete, 
should be sent over here.” 

Beyond this date the cables are not published, 
but it is evident that throughout the year the 
question of unfit horses being issued to columns 
was agitating the minds at the War Office. Read¬ 
ing between the lines of the correspondence quoted, 
and the evidence taken before the Royal Com¬ 
mission, and Court of Enquiry on Remounts, it 
was apparently considered that an officer of the 
rank of Major-General was necessary at the base, 
in order to enforce the observance of a time limit.® 
What a dual control of operations would have led 
to, does not require any deep powers of penetra¬ 
tion. The question belonged to Lord Kitchener 
only. His cables show that he recognised that 
some period between landing and work was re¬ 
quired, and when he mentions three weeks he 
doubtless gave the maximum which the military 
position permitted. 

Three weeks represent about one third of the time 
these horses required before joining columns, not for 
rest, as the cables indicate, but for work. No machin¬ 
ery existed for conditioning riding horses. Captain 
Eassie, A.V.D., with the remount department had, 
as we have seen, introduced into the dep6t at 
Bloemfontein a means of exercising masses of 
animals, and materially conditioning those required 
for draught purposes, but the conditioning of saddle 
horses cannot be effected entirely by this means, 
though it may largely be helped. A riding horse 
requires to have a weight on his back, he cannot be 
conditioned without it , for part of his training con¬ 
sists in conditioning the muscles of the back and 
loins, and any horse not so conditioned is liable to 
fail in the back within a day or two. The symptoms 
are those of partial paralysis of the hind quarters, 
and the number of remounts abandoned or destroyed 
from this cause was astonishing. 

The question of conditioning horses entirely 
centres around the military situation. We have 
seen from our history that it grew progressively 
worse, and that the number of mounted troops had 
to be increased, so that supposing hostilities had 
been partly suspended during March and April to 
admit of the conditioning of animals then standing 
at a strength of 156,000, the difficulties would have 
again arisen when the force went up to 244,000, as 
it did in September. Nevertheless, the opinion of a 
layman in these matters, if he can be permitted to 
hold an opinion on such a highly technical question, 
is that 156,000 well-conditioned and well-fed 
animals would not have necessitated the great 

* This is what the Government said on the matter in the 
House of Commons:— 

“ The Government are sending out horses so as to get in 
advance of requirements, and give the animals a month's 
rest before going into the field. A general officer had been 
lately sent out to take command of this department alone, 
and to see that no horse was sent up country that was not 
thoroughly fit for the purpose .”—Times Report, 1st Febru- 
arj, 1902. 
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increase later in the year, for every month the 
enemy was losing men, * and had no further 
resources, excepting in the Cape operations, for 
recruiting purposes. We hold the opinion that it 
was our relative immobility which encouraged the 
resistance of the enemy, and that consequently a 
smaller body of fit and well-fed horses would have 
accomplished more than the vast hordes of unfit, 
unacclimatised and underfed animals. It may be 
said than an allowance of fourteen pounds of grain 
daily (a minimum for large horses) would have been 
impossible from a supply point of view. If so, we 
had better give up making war with mounted forces. 
But as a fact it would not have been so; 75,000 
horses on 101b. corn would have allowed 50,000 
horses a daily ration of 151b. Can anyone doubt, 
after the account which has been given of the work 
they were called upon to perform, which of these 
bodies would have secured the best tactical results ? 

Neither the regimental officers nor veterinary 
service are to blame for the low ration scale. We 
started the campaign badly in the matter of food 
(p.14), and we maintained throughout the war a 
position which was indefensible from the horse- 
master’s point of view. We actually allowed to the 
horses in this campaign 21b. less of grain than is 
given to animals during peace manoeuvres! A 
soldier’s horse, as well as the soldier himself, 
requires to be well fed in war, and any cheeseparing 
policy at such a time is suicidal. + 

Throughout the whole length of the campaign it 
is difficult to call to mind a single instance in which 
we caught up, the retreating enemy. Bothaville 
(p. 109) may be cited as an example, or the attack 
on De Wet by Plumer when the former was cross¬ 
ing the Kimberley line during his attempted 
invasion of Cape Colony (p.155). But speaking 
generally the enemy were safe from capture, which 
no one knew better than they. It ought not to 
- have been so, further, it would not have been the 
case had the horses been highly fed. If the fuel is 
not available the machinery stops. 


• See Appendix, “ Official History,” 
f The Campaign in the Crimea is a classical example 
which one would have thought ought never to have been 
forgotten. Six thousand pack horses were at Varna await¬ 
ing embarkation for the Crimea, thBy were subsequently 
sent to Constantinople to form a reserve depot for animals. 
The Commissariat Department, *' no doubt remembering 
their instructions to ‘ cut things fine,’ ” kept these animals 
on half rations. The Commissary-General stated before 
the Royal Commission that “the animals were not worth 
their keep.” When this reserve arrived in the Crimea, 
“ thanks to the half-ration regime at Constantinople, * they 
lost no time in dying.’ ” 

After 14th November no hay was issued, and only 2J lb. 
of barley per horse. “ Enormous quantities of forage were 
available a few days’ sail distant.” A hydraulic press 
put np at Constantinople to press hay for Balaclava, was 
erected 15 miles away from the hay. 

See ” Army Administration in the Crimea,” Captain 
R. D. Barbor, A.S.C., Journal of the lloyal 
United Service Institution , July, 1913. 


THE CONTROL OF WASTAGE. 

There are a sufficient number of causes of horse 
wastage on service without increasing them by 
semi-starvation. Losses would have been experi¬ 
enced had a good corn ration been given, but such 
losses would have been due to causes incidental to 
war—hard work and exposure—and they would 
have been only one-third of those actually experi¬ 
enced. The moral effect upon those charged with 
the care of partly starved horses is largely responsi¬ 
ble for much of the neglect and indifference in 
management exhibited by the regular troops— 
artillery excepted. When officers and men were 
called upon to do the impossible with horses, a spirit 
of indifference and w r ant of care was soon accentu¬ 
ated, fostered by the fact that fresh animals awaited 
them. That the large number of available animals 
had this demoralizing effect is neither excuse nor 
condonation, but the fact was patent to everyone. 
The rank and file are at all times difficult to interest 
in the welfare of their animals (artillery excepted), 
and it becomes absolutely non-existent when a 
fresh horse is received every few days. We are not 
here, however, dealing with the want of horse- 
mastership, that will be considered as a general 
question later, but only attempting to show how 
far-reaching was the effect of the deplorable policy 
of underfeeding animals in the field. 

Another question connected with the series of 
cables printed at p.188 must now be looked at. 
Cable 96 of 21st Nov. from the Secretary of State, 
says that the Remount System appears unsatis¬ 
factory, and proposes a remedy. In the reply 
Cable, No. 97, Lord Kitchener expresses himself as 
not thoroughly satisfied with the remount work, 
and proposes a remedy, i.e. t the Inspector-General 
of Remounts to inspect, and a thoroughly practical 
officer or official to look after the debility cases on 
the various farms. We are not at present concerned 
with the latter question, which deals with the re¬ 
cuperation of war-worn horses. The primary 
matter in Cable 96 refers to unconditioned horses 
being sent into the Field as soon as they were 
landed, and to meet this it is asked that the 
Inspector-General of Remounts at the War Office 
should come out and inspect. Cable 101 would 
seem to show that the Inspector-General of 
Remounts could not be spared, and a Major-General 
of Cavalry and a Colonel of Artillery were accord¬ 
ingly to be sent out “ to take charge of remounts at 
the base.” This was not the scheme proposed in 
Cable 97; accordingly Cable 102 is sent to the War 
Office; this is difficult to reconcile with Cable 97 so 
far as the general remount work is concerned. It 
makes clear, however, that the officers being sent 
from home were not to take charge of Remounts at 
the base, but were only to be regarded as on a tour 
of inspection and were not to interfere. 

Now, these Cables have a far deeper interest for 
the Veterinary Service than lies on their surface. 
Lord Kitchener’s Cable, No. 97, of 25th Nov. t 1901, 
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makes a distinct statement of dissatisfaction with 
the result of the remount work only, and the reply 
to this by War Office Cable 98, of 26th Nov., 
promises the remedies he has asked for. On 1st 
Dec., 1901, the Chief of the Staff in South Africa 
published an Order—to be quoted in full presently— 
appointing Colonel Long Inspector of Veterinary 
Hospitals, Remount Depots, Farms and Mobile 
Columns. 

The effect of this Order, so far as the Veterinary 
Service was concerned, will be considered later; 
what we are anxious to do here is to trace the 
connection between Colonel Long’s appointment 
and Cables 97 and 98 of the 25th and 26th 
November. Here we are assisted by a private 
letter from Colonel Birkbeck to the Remount 
Department, War Office, which has been published 
in Appendix F to the Court of Enquiry on Army 
Remounts. 

The letter is dated 27th November , 1901 : . . . 
****** 

••-• has detailed-* to make a searching inspection 

of all our depots and farms and of the veterinary hospitals, 
and to report to him exhaustively on the whole subject. 

Personally, I am very glad, because I think-is a good 

chap and knows a horse, and I do not think he will find 
anything wrong.” 

This letter shows that on the 27th November 
Lord Kitchener had decided to cause the in¬ 
spection work of remount depots and farms to be 
carried out by an officer of his own selection. 
Curiously enough the above letter intimated that 
not only are remount depdts and farms to be in¬ 
spected, but also Veterinary Hospitals. There is 
nothing in the published telegrams which passed 
between Lord Kitchener and the War Office to 
suggest that he was dissatisfied with the way the 
veterinary hospitals in the country were being con¬ 
ducted. His complaint is against remounts, 
though subsequently even this appears to have 
been withdrawn. We are now confronted with the 
remarkable fact that a purely technical institution 
of another branch of the service, possessing its 
own departmental head, and with which no fault 
has been found, is to be included within the scope 
of an inspection duty connected with the organisa¬ 
tion of remount management, and carried out by a 
layman. We shall look at the qualifications of the 
inspector so appointed, but in the first instance we 
must endeavour to ascertain how it was that the 
veterinary service became included in the pilloried 
remount service. 

Earlier in this history, p. 134, we drew attention 
to a Parliamentary Paper bearing the number 
Cd. 963, published in 1902. This paper contains 
several distinct matters:— 

(1) A report by Lieut.-Colonel Birkbeck, dated 
June, 1900, dealing with the organisation of the 
Remount Department on active service, and the 
supply and issue of animals in the field. 


* Blank in the original. 


(2; A report from the principal Veterinary Officer, 
Pretoria, dated July, 1900, dealing with the veter¬ 
inary aspect of the campaign up to date. 

(3) Questions in regard to Remounts, addressed by 
the Quartermaster-General to officers employed 
in remount operations in South Africa, for the 
period ending December, 1900. Replies to the 
above questions are furnished by Lieut.-Col. 
Birkbeck, dated 22nd December, 1900; the 
General Officer Commanding the Line of Com¬ 
munication in Natal, and Colonel C. H. Bridge, 
C.B., C.M.G. (Director of Transport in South 
Africa from October, 1899 to January, 1900). 

(4) Statistical tables dealing with Remounts. 

(5) Telegrams and extracts from telegrams des¬ 
patched and received between June 1899 and 
January 22nd, 1902, in reference to the purchase 
of Remounts. 

The report which we have numbered (1) above, was 
written during the month following Lord Roberts’ 
capture of Pretoria. We have already at pp. 114, 
134, drawn attention to it in connection with the 
question which it raised of veterinary hospitals; 
we have now to look at it in connection with an 
adverse criticism it contains on the veterinary ser¬ 
vice, together with a suggested remedy. 0 This is 
what Colonel Birkbeck says in his report of June, 
1900, on the relationship of the Veterinary and 
Remount Services:— 

“ Relation of Veterinary and Remount Departments. There 
should, I think, be one head to control the general organ¬ 
isation of both Veterinary and Remount Departments, I 
mean as regards the location of the veterinary field hospital, 
and the disposal of animals returned from the front. 

In this connection the two services are so closely allied 
that it is difficult to draw the line of demarcation between 
their spheres of action. Thus, veterinary field hospitals, 
sick horse farms, and remount depots, are better controlled 
by one and the same head, who should be responsible that 
useless animals are not kept and fed at the advanced 
depots. 

There is a natural reluctance to destroy the wrecks of 
fine animals which it is difficult for the professional veteri¬ 
nary enthusiast to overcome, and such animals, though use¬ 
less for the present campaign, are apt to be kept in veteri¬ 
nary field hospitals eating rations which are more valuable 
the further they are brought from the coast. 

By all means let the technical work and distribution of 
veterinary stores be carried out by the Principal Veterinary 
Officer, but it requires a Staff Officer of wider training —if I 
may be excused for Baying so —than a Departmental Officer is 
likely to possess, to direct the general policy of the veterinary 
operations." f 

We now know that as early as June, 1900, the 
Assist. Inspector of Remounts in South Africa was 
satisfied that the Remount and Veterinary Services 
should be under and controlled by the same head. 
We acquit Lieut.-Colonel Birkbeck of any attempt 

* It is necessary to explain that when 1 and 2 were written 
the campaign was regarded as over, and reports from heads 
of departments were accordingly called for. Parliamentary 
Paper 003 is merely a mixture of various questions affecting 
horses, occurring at widely different periods of the war. 

f The italics are ours. 
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in this report to take the veterinary crown off 
Colonel Matthews and place it on his own head, 
for the reason that when this report was written 
the war was considered at an end. Nevertheless, 
as a graduate of the Staff College , 0 he would 
naturally consider that he was not devoid of the 
“wider training” that the Departmental Officer 
was never “ likely to possess,” and qualified by his 
then limited experience of this service in the Field, 
to lay down regulations for its guidance and under¬ 
take its management. He got others to agree with 
him : this necessitates an examination of Paper 3, 
as classified above. 

The questions regarding Remounts (No. 3 above) 
are addressed by the Quartermaster-General of the 
Army to officers employed in South Africa, and are 
fourteen in number. In none of these is the Veteri¬ 
nary Service alluded to: the Quartermaster-General 
regarded the Remount and Veterinary Services as 
quite distinct, f and the fourteen practical questions 
to which replies are desired, do not in any waj r 
touch upon veterinary matters. Colonel Birkbeck, 
who again appears, evidently thought otherwise, 
and in reply to the question “ Can the organisation 
of remount work J on the lines of communication be 


♦ The Staff College gives a higher professional education. 
After its theoretical course of two years or so, an infantry 
officer by going for two months to a battery of Artillery 
learns about horses, guns, ammunition, and interior 
economy : two months with Cavalry teaches him what 
other men spend a life-time in acquiring, and so on. It is, 
therefore, easy to understand that looking on at veterinary 
work for six months would, a priori, render a staff college 
graduate a veterinary expert. 

f Evidence of Quartermaster-General before the Royal 
Commission on the War. Opening statement. 

Q. 2358. As regards the Army Veterinary Department, 
which was placed under the Quartermaster-General in 
November, 1901, the best evidence will be given by the late 
Director-General Veterinary-Colonel Duck. 

Q. 2359. Will that be conveniently taken without the 
Remount Department? A. It is entirely distinct; the 
administration of the Department is entirely distinct. 

Q. 2360. But both deal with horses? A. He provides 
the medical attendance for horses, but he would provide 
for the medical attendance for the Remount Department in 
the same way as he would for a mounted unit. 

Attention is drawn to question 2360. The Chairman 
could not understand that the department dealing with the 
remount side of the horse question was not also the same as 
that dealing with the treatment of horses when sick. Such 
reasoning should logically place the Recruiting and Medical 
services of the army under one head. Curiously enough, 
much later in the enquiry, Lord Esher is surprised to learn 
that the Intelligence Division of the War Office should be 
expected to furnish information as to the capabilities of 
foreign countries to supply horses, and in Q. 12,982 ex¬ 
claims : Why the Intelligence Department? A. Because 
it is in close touch with all the Embassies, and it is the 
Department which procures information on every point 
connected with foreign countries. Q. 12,983. They are not 
experts? A. They are not experts. 

Did Lord Esher consider the Remount Department experts 
in veterinary matters? The answer is furnished by the 
recommendations of a Committee on War Office re-organi¬ 
sation, of which he was President, which placed the Veteri¬ 
nary Service under the Remount Department. 

♦ The italics are ours. 


improved, and, if so, in what way?” replies as 
follows :— 

“I answer this question on the assumption that the 
organisation referred to is that laid down in the Yellow 
Book, * which has not been strictly followed in this 
campaign. The Yellow Book directs that there shall be a 
Director of Transport who shall control both the Remount 
and Veterinary Services. In South Africa he controls 
neither, rightly, I think, but I do believe that the efficiency of 
the Veterinary Department would be increased and its general 
policy controlled by the Assist. Adjutant-General of Remounts f 

indicated below.” (A diagram not here reproduced). 

* * * • 

“ The Assist. Adjutant-General of Remounts to be con¬ 
stantly up and down the lines, in touch through his Deputy 
Aseist. Adjutant-Generals, and personally with head¬ 
quarters, base, sections of the lines of communication and 
Generals of districts, detailed columns. (The latter part of 
this sentence is not very clear, some word may have been 
left out). He can thus anticipate requirements and mass 
his animals where they are likely to be required, the 
Assist. Adjutant of Remounts should also control the general 
policy of Veterinary Department , making it fit in with Re¬ 
mount Depots .” J 

The above reply is not without a suspicion of 
humour. He personally objects to his department 
being under the Director of Transport, but urges 
twice, what he has never been asked, that the Veter¬ 
inary Department shall be under Remounts, and its 
policy controlled and made to fit in with that of 
the Remount Department, 

Another reply to the Quartermaster-General’s 
questions must be reproduced, it is furnished by 
Colonel Bridge, late Director of Transport in South 
Africa. He selects the same question as Colonel 
Birkbeck for introducing his views on the Veterinary 
Service, which as above pointed out was not the 
subject of inquiry. 

Colonel Bridge says, p. 28 :— 

“ The sick-horse depots should be under the control of 
the head of the Remount Department.” 

The Quartermaster-General asked no questions 
about sick-horse depots. Had he so done, it would 
have given the General Officer Commanding Lines 
of Communication, Natal, an opportunity of express¬ 
ing his views on the Transport-Remount control of 
the Veterinary Service, to which he was entirely 
opposed. He regarded these services as distinct, 
and that each should be under its own depart¬ 
mental head, who should be responsible to the 
General of Communications. 

In these extracts from the replies to the Quarter¬ 
master General’s questions we miss the views 
of the late Director of Supplies. Not being 
connected with Remount work, the questions 
were not sent to him, but nevertheless we are not 
without his opinion. In his examination before the 
Royal Commission he presented a memorandum || 
on many subjects, some of which were absolutely 
alien to his department, and among the latter were 

* Bee this History, p. 114. 

f The italics are ours. 

\ Idem. 

II See R. C. Appendix 35, p. 345. 
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his own views on Veterinary Hospitals and who 
should control them. The interest ho has taken in 
the organisation of the Veterinary Service is, to 
say the least, remarkable. * 

It would probably strike him as astonishing 
if an official memorandum had been prepared by 
an officer of the Veterinary Service for technical 
evidence before a Royal Commission, in which he 
ventured to criticise the organisation of the Supply 
Service in war, and lay down authoritatively the 
system by which in future it was to be conducted. 
Yet a parallel course has been pursued by the 
late Director of Supplies. 

This is what he says in the memorandum re¬ 
ferred to above:— 

“ Sick Horse Depots.’’ 

“ Sick horse depots should be directly under the remount 
administration.” 

The remaining paragraphs of his remarks will 
be found at p. 135. f Incidentally it may be men¬ 
tioned that in the above memorandum he proposes 
that the duties of the Supply and Transport Ser¬ 
vices shall embrace not only supplies and trans¬ 
port, but disembarkation, railways, including con¬ 
struction. Remounts and Veterinary Service, the 
latter being under the former. 

Among the witnesses examined by the Royal 
Commission was the late Director of the Remount 
Department in India, Colonel Deane. He made a 
tour of the seat of war in the capacity of a Staff 
Officer of Yeomanry and was brought much in 
contact with the Remount operations and its Assist¬ 
ant Inspector. His evidence is very interesting as 
being that of an expert trained in a country where 
war is a chronic condition, The only part of it 
we intend to deal with here, bears on the subject 
at present under examination. 

In Q. 13,071 he says “Then again, a point which strnck 
me, if I may refer to it, was that the English War Tables 
show that the arrangements of Beroount officers in the 
field are in charge of the Director of Transport who has also 
control of the Veterinary Service. As a matter of fact, he 
was in charge of neither one nor the other, and very 
rightly, because it was impossible for him to control both 
in addition to the vast transport service. The control 
should have been placed in the hands of the Inspector or 
Director of the Remount Department, and I think he 
should not have been under the rank of a Major-General." 

This witness, with the authority attached to his 
late position, was another means of drawing the 
attention of the Royal Commission to the benefits 
to be derived by subordinating veterinary work to 
remount control in the manner, as he himself ex¬ 
presses it, l “ so well suggested by Colonel Birk¬ 
beck.” || 

It would certainly appear from the evidence 
quoted that no opportunity was missed for securing 

* See p. 135. 

f This History. 

\ R. C. Appendix F, p. 587. 

II It will further be observed that the language employed 
by Colonel Deane is almost identical with that used by 
Colonel Birkbeck two and a half years previously. 


a subordinate position being assigned to the 
Veterinary Service. 

We are now in a position to understand the ap¬ 
pointment of Colonel Long as Inspector of Veter¬ 
inary Hospitals. Lord Kitchener was committed by 
his cable 97, to take steps to remedy his dissatis¬ 
faction with the Remount Department, but it is 
evident from cable 102 that he did not approve of 
the appointment made by the War Office, which 
would in effect have tied his hands. The next best 
step was to make an appointment of his own, and 
he selected Colonel Long. There can be little 
doubt that the views of Colonel Birkbeck, so 
clearly expressed in his reports of June and 
December, 1900, were placed before Lord 
Kitchener. * Representations of the difficulty in ex¬ 
tracting cases from hospital, f of the retention under 
treatment of horses not considered by the Inspector 
of Remounts as offering a prospect of recovery, J 
and of the reported inability of the veterinary 
department to understand staff requirements(p.l91), 
would appear to have influenced him in making a 
combatant officer an Inspector of Veterinary Hos¬ 
pitals. The Remount Service thereby dragged down 
with it the only branch which had hitherto enabled 
it to keep afloat, or at any time to gain credit for 
it. || 

It may be urged by some that this appoint¬ 
ment was rendered necessary by the inability of the 
Veterinary Service to manage its own affairs. This 
history shows that it could not manage its affairs 
without hospitals or personnel, neither of which 
existed until borrowed from India. The majority 
of its officers had then to learn the work as they 
were civilians without military training; there 
were no administrative officers for purely hospital 
service, and consequently no one specially told 
off to teach them.** They next had to train the 
subordinate personnel in hospital duties, and in 
spite of these four extraordinary sources of weak¬ 
ness no reproach, in the correspondence we have 
examined, has been urged against veterinary hos¬ 
pitals, other than that they did not destroy a 
sufficient number of horses to keep the forage bill 
down, or send out unfit animals for duty. Never¬ 
theless, a real reproach existed. They were con¬ 
gested to an extent which no one could have 
anticipated, owing to the enormous amount of 
inefficiency which existed. To this were added the 
inability to obtain either the necessary amount of 
labour for looking after the animals, or a large 
enough staff of skilled subordinates to carry out 
the treatment. For none of these defects could 
the Veterinary Service be held responsible. 


• See Colonel Birkbeck’s letter dated 27th November, 
1901, reproduced at p. 191, written some few days before 
the order on the subject was published. 

f See this history, p. 139. 
f See page 134. 

II See this History, p, 129. 

M Seep. 119. 
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The following is the Order which was published: 

“ Commander-in-Chief's Office, 
South Africa, 

December 1st, 1901. 

Colonel Long has been appointed Inspector of Veterinary 
Hospitals, Remount Depots and Farms. All Departments 
will give every assistance, and carry out Colonel Long’s 
requirements and suggestions with the least possible delay. 

Colonel Long will also, when possible, inspect Columns 
with regard to the state of horses and tbeir treatment when 
out on trek, and make any suggestions for the improvement 
of the horse management and the care given to horses on 
the trek. 

He will see that the local Veterinary Officers inspect all 
Columns carefully on arrival at a station and before leaving, 
to ensure that no horses remain with Columns who require 
veterinary treatment, or go out on trek when not in a fit 
state to bear the fatigues of the march. 

Ian Hamilton (Lieut.-General), 
Chief of Staff. 

The effect of this Order upon the veterinary 
service was stupefying; hitherto with all their 
difficulties they had been able to show results, and to 
lead the Remount Department on right lines where 
given the opportunity. That the hospitals were 
capable of improvement this History abundantly tes- 
tifies,though great advances had been madesincel900. 
The difficulties which existed in 1901 were intensi¬ 
fied by congestion, the result of a sick rate avera¬ 
ging 20,000 or more animals a month, * and want of 
proper accommodation and cover for the sick which 
could not be supplied. An improvement in the 
structural requirements of hospitals was urgent; 
proper enclosures each containing only a limited 
number of animals, ample water supply, ample 
mangering, some cover for the worst cases, 
protection against cold for the debilitated. None 
of these points had been neglected in the way of 
representation, but the branch of the service 
charged with these duties was busy with block¬ 
house lines, accommodation for sick men and 
stores, and had, over and over again with the best 
intentions, failed to comply with demands which it 
was known were reasonable, but for which neither 
labour nor material could be diverted. Every 
representation made by the Principal Veterinary 
Officer to the Commanding Officer Royal Engineers 
in South Africa was received with sympathetic 
consideration, but there was the old cry “ the war 
may end any day,” and in the meantime what was 
considered more urgent work had a prior claim. 
Officers in charge of hospitals cried aloud to the 
P.V.O. for their requirements, and probably often 
thought their complaints fell on deaf ears. It was 
not so, but the P.V.O. was not armed with the 
same powers subsequently possessed by Colonel 
Long, who was authorised to order in Lord 
Kitchener's name everything he considered necessary. 
The pendulum now took a violent swing in the 
other direction: quite a feverish activity prevailed 
in carrying out improvements, and in building 
stabling. Money was poured out like water. A new 
hospital, costing thousands, could be obtained with- 

* Towards the end of the year as many as 28,000. 


out hesitation, and not always with due discrimina¬ 
tion as to the requirements of the place, or the oscil¬ 
lating centres of the campaign. The work was 
carried out under conditions approaching panic, 
which is always extravagant. 

The structural improvements following on his in¬ 
spections were considerable ; the same could have 
been effected by anyone armed with Lord Kitchener’s 
direct authority. As to the veterinary work, Colonel 
Long was far too well informed to interfere, ’' 
while a veterinary officer on his staff always accom¬ 
panied him. f He devoted his energies and author¬ 
ity mainly to the betterment of accommodation, and 
improving the conditions under which the veteri¬ 
nary work was carried out. For those improve¬ 
ments, though they came late, we can scarcely 
be too grateful. But, as above stated, the work 
carried out by him in connection with the improve¬ 
ment of veterinary hospitals could have been 
better carried out by an officer of the Veterinary 
Service armed with the same authority, whose 
technical knowledge would have rendered him a 
more completely valuable instrument, and we 
venture to think a less expensive one. 

It must not be inferred from Colonel Long’s 
appointment that the inspection of hospitals was 
not carried out by the Senior Veterinary Officers on 
the line and by the P.V.O. The administrative 
officers were few in number: 1 to Natal, 1 to the 
Free State, 1 to Cape Colony; the Transvaal fell to 
the P.V.O. With such a microscopic staff for a 
sub-Continent it was impossible, with the many other 
duties, to do more than make periodical visits to the 
forty-two hospitals which existed over the country at 
the end of 1901, There should have been three Veterin¬ 
ary Inspectors of hospitals, one each in the Cape, 
Free State, and Transvaal, charged with no other 
duties than passing from hospital to hospital, and 
by the closest supervision and initiative extracting 
the best results. Such appointments, with power to 
order necessary repairs and accommodation, would 
have been of immense value, such as no lay 
Inspector of Veterinary Hospitals could ever hope 
to attain, even though, as in the case under con¬ 
sideration, he was a man of exceptional knowledge 
of horse management. 

Without detracting from the six months good work 
which Colonel Long was able to accomplish in con¬ 
nection with the building of hospitals, it must be 
remembered he was armed with powers such as no 
other man wielded during the war. The influence 
of his appointment on the Remount Service is 
another story ; and does not fall to us to narrate, 
even if the facts were fully known. His service in 
connection with the inspection of columns was of 
the greatest benefit. It is true he could see but 

* No doubt at his visits he pressed for or ordered the 
destruction of horses. It is known, for instance, that he 
ordered 350 scabies cases to be destroyed at Standerton on 
17tb June, 1902, but this was after the war. 

f It is clear from the pages of this History that the 
small numbers of the A.V.D. in South Africa did not admit 
of this loss to its executive. 
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few of the scores in existence all over the vast 
theatre of war, but as a protective measure the ap¬ 
pointment was of the greatest importance. For 
the work to have borne the best possible fruit, there 
should have been half a dozen instead of one 
Inspector of Columns. 

Army Orders issued during 1901 to control 
Animal Wastage. 

The animal wastage occurring during 1901 did 
not escape the attention of the Commander-in - 
Chief. On 24th January, the following Army 
Order was published on the question, and incident¬ 
ally it serves to indicate the first appearance of a 
definite order for Columns to collect their own 
animal wastage. The officer referred to in the 
Order was always the veterinary officer when one 
was present, The scheme was the germ of official 
recognition that something must be done in the 
matter of collecting the animal d&bris of war. 

Care of Horses. 

It has been brought to the notice of the General 
Commanding-in-Chief that sufficient attention is not 
paid by Column Commanders to the care and well-being 
of the animals upon which the mobility of their columns 
so much depends. 

The following rules are published for guidance :— 

(1) Horses should not be saddled up unnecessarily 
early and kept standing. 

(2) The mounted troops of the main body will walk 
and lead their horses for a considerable distance each 
day. Every opportunity must be taken by individuals 
of dismounting whenever halted even for a few minutes. 

(3) Halts should, if possible, be made at previously 
arranged times and for fixed periods at spots where the 
grass is good. 

If considerations of safety admiL the girths should be 
loosened, saddles shifted, and bits removed to allow the 
animals to graze. The equine stomach is small, and 
requires constant filling. 

(4) Opportunities should be given for watering horses 
after the sun is well up, and again about mid-day and 
before sundown. 

(5) Officers commanding Columns will arrange for an 
Officer, with a sufficient number of kafirs on ponies, to 
collect and drive along with the baggage column all 
weakly and sore-backed horses which are unfit for duty. 

This party will collect and bring along all derelict 
horses, British or Boer, fit to travel and likely again to 
become serviceable—those unfit or utterly useless must 
be destroyed. 

The waste of horse-flesh will thus be diminished, and 
spare horses accumulated by columns. 

On reaching the railway these animals should be 
banded over to the Remount Department. 

(6) Weakly horses should not be sent with flanking 
parties. 

On 22nd February, 1901, an Order was published 
that no sales of cast or debilitated animals were to 
take place. 

On 22nd February, 1901, there were further 
orders regarding animals being abandoned, and it 
was prescribed that horses and mules with Columns, 
if unfit for work, should be sent to the nearest 
jnilitary post for trapsfer to a Depot or Veterinary 


Hospital, as opportunity occurs. If too far from a 
military post to carry out the above Order the 
animals were to be destroyed. 

Apparently no good results followed these Orders, 
for on 2nd April, 1901, another was published on 
the subject, and the wear and tear of Columns was 
directed to be reported weekly. Even the salvage 
of animals indicated in the previous Order would 
not appear to have been carried out, and in conse¬ 
quence the “ Rules ” laid down on 24th January 
(see above) were republished as an addendum to 
the following Order:— 

Care of Horses. 

The G.O. Commanding-in-Chief fully recognises that, 
under certain conditions where some important advan¬ 
tage can be gained by rapid and sustained movement, 
the sacrifice of horses may become a military necessity. 

On the other hand, there are many occasions where 
columns are not in absolute touch with the enemy, in 
which by more care and attention to the lengtn of 
marches, watering, feeding, grazing, marching the men 
dismounted, and off-saddling, the present waste of horses 
and mules might be avoided, or at least greatly reduced. 

In a number of cases at present, the wastage is little 
justified by the results obtained, and does not reflect 
credit on Column Commanders. 

The G.O. Commanding-in-Chief, therefore, trusts that 
Officers Commanding will use every endeavour to keep 
their horses in good condition, thereby reducing to a 
minimum the heavy strain now experienced by the 
Remount Department. 

Officers Commanding mobile columns will send in 
every Saturday to Army Headquarters a weekly tele¬ 
graphic state specifying :— (a) The number of horses in 
possession at the commencement of the week ; ( b) the 
number of horses killed, died, and destroyed during the 
week ; (c) the number returned to Remount Sick Lines ; 
(d) the number unaccounted for; ( e) the number re¬ 
ceived from Remount Department or other sources ; 
(/') the number remaining in possession at the end of 
the week. Similar information should be furnished 
regarding mules.* 

Officers Commanding Columns should remember that 
horses abandoned on the march are generally picked up 
and used by the enemy. Every effort should, therefore, 
be made, and natives should be employed, to bring in 
such horses, and where it is impossible to do this they 
should be destroyed. 

Commanding Officers should give every assistance to 
Local Captain Macdonald and his agents, who are 
employed to collect stray Government horses, cattle, etc. 

The collection of the stray animals by columns, 
referred to in the last paragraph of the order, draws 
attention to the formation of a Live Stock Re¬ 
covery Department which was created on 7th 
January, 1901, and has been already referred to at 

p. 120. 

Another measure for the preservation of animal 
life was embodied in an Order first published 
25th April, 1900, and republished on 7th July, 
1901, in which the burning of the veldt was 
prohibited, either by the carelessness of the troops 
or intentionally by farmers. It is astonishing 
considering that the whole force of horses, mules 

* On 24th January, 1901, an Order had been published 
directing a weekly report to be furnished of the casual,ies 
among transport mules and oxen. 
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and oxen in South Africa were officially dependant 
on the veldt for their hay ration, that wanton des¬ 
truction of large grazing areas was caused by 
some column-commanders tiring the veldt, and 
leaving the area to be subsequently traversed by 
columns a blackened wilderness. When orders 
were issued to destroy crops some commanders 
fired the grass in an excess of zeal, a futile pro¬ 
ceeding as far as the enemy were concerned, and a 
disastrous one for our own animals. It is incom¬ 
prehensible how men could have been found to 
scuttle their own boat thoughtlessly, for though 
horses and mules had a small corn ration, the oxen 
were entirely dependent upon what they could 
obtain by grazing. 

The overloading of transport waggons, drawn 
attention to in the Army Orders of 1900, had 
steadily grown until the transport early in 1901 
was out of all proportion to the force it accom¬ 
panied, see Fig. 1. The following Army Order dated 
29th July, 1901, reveals the situation :— 

“ It has come to the notice of the General Commanding- 
in-Chief that in many instances the allowance of baggage 
authorised for mobile forces is greatly exceeded, and that 
transport allowed for supplies is used to carry miscellaneous 
collections of unauthorised articles. Captured transport, 
instead of being handed over on the force reaching the 
line of communication, has in some cases been retained 
with mobile columns and used to convey such articles as 
cooking ranges, furniture, and even pianos and har¬ 
moniums. 

“ It appears that it is necessary to remind Commanders 
of Columns that the essential factor of a mobile force is 
mobility, and that nothing should be carried beyond what 
is requisite to feed men and animals, and to maintain 
fighting efficiency. 

“If Columns are habitually impeded by unnecessary 
transport they cannot act effectively, and Lord Kitchener 
directs officers commanding mobile forces to sscertain 
personally that all superfluous equipment, baggage, stores, 
and vehicles are in future dispensed with.’’ 

As the practice continued in spite of the Order, 
it was later on directed that the above should be 
read to the troops not less than once a fortnight. 

In connection with this matter, and bearing on 
the question of horsemastership, a witness before 
the Court of Enquiry Rem., stated, from personal 
observations, that he had known oats left behind 
in order that baggage might be carried. 

Q. 3819. Is it within your knowledge that these horses 
were properly fed at the front? A. Iam quite aware that 
it was impossible to feed them at times, and impossible 
always to give them the attention that they would require, 
but still, if anything went wrong with a column they 
would throw off the oats first and carry on the other 
baggage. 

Q. 3820. Is that hearsay? A. No, I have seen it my¬ 
self ; if a waggon broke down they would unload the sacks 
of oats in order to load up probably another waggon con¬ 
taining furniture. 1 do not want to make any sort of 
charge, but from the Remount point of view that wos very 
exasperating. 

The Commander-in-Chief was equally concerned 
for the care of his transport oxen, as may be seen 
from the Army Order of 5th January, 1901, referred 
to at p. 144. 


On 28th November, a Memorandum was issued 
by the Adjutant-General, in which the Commander- 
in-Chief directed that only horses which were 
really fit for hard work were to accompany Columns, 
and that for the unfit a temporary base was to be 
formed on the line. The horses so left behind were 
not to be employed on any duty. It was further 
directed that remount horses were not to accom¬ 
pany Columns within seven days of their receipt 
from the Remount Department; until then they 
were to remain at the Column’s base. 

The number of horses left at this base was to be 
reported, and Column Commanders had to notify 
the Remount Department, after each trek, of the 
number of animals they had been compelled to 
return to Remount Depots and Veterinary Hospitals. 

The same order directed the formation of a 
mobile Veterinary Hospital in each column. It 
was specially stated that cases of sore back were to 
be at once handed in to this hospital, and that if no 
spare animals were available the men must walk. 

The war had been in progress two years before 
mobile hospitals received official approval. It is 
true they oxisted in several places, but their employ¬ 
ment depended upon the Column Commander. 
They were now, for the first time, directed to form 
part of each Column, but the order came too late. 
With the appointment of Colonel Long—a few T days 
later than the above Order—veterinary assistance 
was largely withdrawn from columns and placed on 
the line, so there was no one to take charge of the 
mobile hospitals. This policy was the opposite of 
that pursued by the P.V.O.; the disadvantage of a 
dual control was not long in manifesting itself. 

VETERINARY HOSPITALS , 1901 . 

During the last month of 1900 it was decided by 
the authorities that one thoroughly equipped 
Veterinary Hospital should be erected, equipment 
and personnel being withdrawn from other hospitals 
and sources, to complete what was intended should 
prove a model establishment. The place selected 
for its creation was Elandfontein, close to Johannes¬ 
burg, and within three miles of the largest Remount 
Depot in the country. The site was at an altitude 
of some 5,800 feet, and was practically safe from 
horse-sickness. Here was developed under succes¬ 
sive administrations, but mainly under that of 
Major Pringle, * a hospital with stabling for 500 
sick, general accommodation for over 2,000 horses, 
together with a good subordinate staff, and equip¬ 
ment for dealing with matters on a basis not pre¬ 
viously permitted. 

The beginning of the year 1901, saw this hospital 
in full work, and it is fortunate that during the 
remainder of the war the Head-quarter Staff of 
the Army, and others, had an opportunity of seeing 
the organisation the Veterinary Service could put 
into their hospitals when given a free hand and 
assistance. 

• Now Major-General Pringle, C.B., D.S (,). 
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From January to December, 1901, the total 
number of admissions to this hospital at Johannes¬ 
burg was 24,606. An analysis of these cases is 
valuable as showing the class of disease met with 


on active service :— 

Admitted. 

Cured. 

Debility 

6785 

2506 

Mange 

5049 

3549 

Lameness 

4994 

3560 

Sore Backs 

2747 

1592 

Wounds 

1938 

460 

Glanders (clinical 


cases only) 

238 

— 

Quitters 

236 

195 

Various 

2619 

2732 


24,606 

14,594 

Out of 24,606 cases 

14,594 were 

cured and re- 

turned to duty ; 6540 were destroyed from various 
causes, and 2142 died. The balance of 1330 

remained under treatment. The weekly average 

for the year would accordingly be:— 


Admissions 


473 

Discharged to duty 

280 

Deaths and Destructions 

167 


In round numbers it may be said that nearly 
60% of the admissions were cured and returned 
to duty, sufficient evidence, if any were required, 
of the value of a hospital. The deaths and destruc¬ 
tions were 35*2 %. 

It is interesting to know what work was being 
accomplished by some of the other hospitals in 
South Africa during 1901. 


Died and 

Months Cured Destroyed. 


At Middelburg 0 Transvaal 

in 7 

56-5% 

24- 

Kimberley 

8 

63 

24 

Storm berg 

12 

65-8 

25-8 

De Aar 

6 

74 

15-25 

Orange River 

6 

26 

20 

The latter was a typically 

bad 

hospital. 

It w 

be observed the death rate 

was 

no higher than 


the other hospitals, but the cases were not got out 
to duty. 

The good results obtained by hospitals were 
brought to the notice of the War Office later in the 
year, who were asked to authorise the formation in 
South Africa of a Field Veterinary Hospital to 
contain 2,500 cases, with the following staff:—3 
Veterinary Officers, 4 Non-Commissioned Officers, 
5 Shoeing Smiths, 4 Privates, 25 Veterinary 
Assistants, 5 Conductors in charge of natives, and 
520 Natives, on the basis of one to every live 
horses. Extra duty-pay was allowed to the Non- 
Commissioned Officers. The scheme was a good 
one, its only weak point being the small proportion 
of Non-Commissioned Officers, who should have 

* I have to thank Major Cochrane, A.V.C. for this in¬ 
formation. 


been at least ten in number, for supervision is the 
keynote to success. It is to be regretted that 
approval was only given for one hospital on the 
above scale, and this at a time when the War Office 
knew that there were always twenty to twenty- 
eight thousand fresh cases of sickness occurring 
monthly, among the horses in South Africa. 

At the boginning of 1901 there were 38 Field 
Veterinary Hospitals dotted all over the country, 
and varying in strength from 300 patients to 
3000. Towards the end of the year there 
were fifty such hospitals. The work these did 
was of unequal value owing to local difficulties, 
want of organisation and personnel, and the in¬ 
ability of some of those in charge—many of whom 
were civilians—to adapt themselves to military 
methods and requirements without experience and 
training. It is for this and other reasons we have 
stated that an Inspector of Veterinary Hospitals 
for each Colony should have been created, with no 
other duty than passing from hospital to hospital, 
organising, assisting, directing, and showing the 
right wav to obtain the best results. Had such 
a system existed and the inspecting officer been 
empowered to order what was absolutely necessary, 
there would not have been any occasion for the 
appointment of Colonel Long. 

An effort was made to have hospitals arranged 
on a general plan, the details of which naturally 
varied with local conditions. Such a scheme was 
intended as suggestive, and showed the officers in 
charge what was expected from them. All, how¬ 
ever, were not equally apt in making the best of 
local conditions, while, on the contrary, others 
showed initiative which reflected itself in their 
general good arrangements. One of the greatest 
drawbacks was the absence of authority on the part 
of the Civil Veterinary Surgeons in charge ; they 
could give an order, but to enforce it, or to deal with 
breaches of discipline necessitated invoking outside 
aid—a weakening of the general structure which 
nothing could correct but military status and rank. 

The local facilities for hospital organisation 
differed at every place. Some stations lent thorn- 
selves readily to the purpose, others were equally 
refractory. Water was the great difficulty, and 
without an ample supply no thoroughly good work 
could be done. Military considerations frequently 
restricted the available site, and some Command¬ 
ants had an idea that a hospital for animals was 
associated with something so excessively unpleasant, 
that the most unfavourable and out-of-the-way 
position was allotted it. An instance of this 
occurred at Belfast in November, 1900, p. 151, where 

* The notion that a veterinary hospital was an offensive 
institution, to be kept as much as possible out of sight, had 
not died down after the war. When the site for the 
present cantonments of Pretoria was laid out, it was pro¬ 
posed that the veterinary hospital should be placed far 
away on a flank, adjoining the ground used for the disposal 
of the cantonment excreta ! It is obvious that a hospital to 
be of any use must be centrally and conveniently situated 
to the troops for which it is intended, and on uncontamin¬ 
ated ground. 
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the hospital, having been pushed almost beyond 
the entrenchments, found itself during the night 
attack on that place exposed to the fire of defender 
and attacker; but for the fog it would have been 
captured by the enemy, who passed close to it. At 
Storm berg, a piece of ground quite unfit to hold its 
500 sick was all that was considered available, 
owing to the difficulties of providing it with defence. 
The position was hopelessly restricted, and a better 
one was only given on the understanding that the 
hospital would dig and man its own trenches for 
defence. 

If suitable sites and water supply were difficul¬ 
ties, they were nothing compared to those ex¬ 
perienced in getting anything erected in the form 
of shelter or protection. The local engineer officers 
were anxious to help, but said their men were 
engaged on block-house work, and that all con¬ 
structive material sent by rail was for block-house 
purposes only. Over and over again did the 
P.V.O. in Pretoria endeavour to arrange with the 
Commanding Eoyal Engineer for a start to be 
made by the construction of shelters, especially at 
those places known to be affected with horse- 
sickness. A type of building had, in the first 
instance, to be “ got out ” on paper and approvod, 
in which the primary consideration was to be 
cheapness. Month after month building operations 
were deferred from one cause or another, con¬ 
gested railways, supplies, movement of troops, 
block-house lines, etc. All of these were quite true, 
but the delay was mainly, no doubt, due to the 
belief that the war might “end any day.”* In 
the meantime the Veterinary Service in charge of 
hospitals had been making bricks without straw 
for over a year, and felt that their claims to some 
consideration in the matter of accommodation for 
their sick were being overlooked. It came as a 
positive relief to many, after the first shock of the 
Long appointment (p. 194), to know that they only 
had to ask in order to receive. The more they 
asked for, and the more pressing the construction 
was represented to be, the better the Inspec¬ 
tor of Hospitals seemed pleased. He harrassed 
the Engineers under threats of pains and penal¬ 
ties, and galvanized life into the construction of 
stabling, mangering and enclosures. Especially 
was stabling necessary for those hospitals situated 
on the table land of the Eastern Transvaal. Hero, 
and down to the border of Natal, the winter was 

* Sir Fleetwood Wilson, who went out to South Africa as 
Financial Adviser to Lord Kitchener, says that whatever 
he accomplished was done as the result of “ coaxing,” in 
spite of the exceptional advantages he possessed in knowing 
personally those with whom he had to deal, and having 
been associated with soldiers all his life. He is, of course, 
representing his position as a civilian, but nevertheless he 
was a member of the Headquarter Staff of the Army. See 
K. C. Evid : Vol. i., p. 253. 

It is not everyone who possesses the striking personality 
and persuasive powers of Sir Fleetwood Wilson, so that a 
good case may fail for want of the needful “coaxing” 
powers ; in the military hierarchy, not only are the diffi¬ 
culties of adopting this line considerable, but it would be 
subversive of discipline. 


very cold, and the only chance of recuperating the 
debility cases was to screen them from the bitter 
wind. But anywhere on the table of South Africa 
the winter is cold and the wind trying. De Aar or 
Stormherg in Cape Colony, might in this respect 
rival Standerton in the Transvaal. 

Speaking in general terms, the all important 
structural details for hospitals were water-troughing, 
mangering, and good enclosures. The system of 
trying to feed without mangers is shockingly 
wasteful of forage, every pound of which having 
been sent from 5000 to 7000 miles across the sea, 
was then thrown in the dirt or sand, and picked 
out or trodden underfoot as may be. The absence 
of mangers led as much as anything else to con¬ 
dition not being regained. What equable distribu¬ 
tion of food could occur when it was thrown down 
on the ground in a line, pawed up by anxious 
feeders, or blown away by the wind ? If the horses 
had had food in them they would have felt the cold 
less, and in fact wind screens would have sufficed in 
the majority of instances, with a certain amount 
of stabling for the worst cases. Nothing can take 
the place of mangers ; they are the first consider¬ 
ation as far as horses are concerned in a standing 
camp. Few people outside the mounted branches 
appear to realise their paramount importance. 

The activities of the mobile hospitals, of which 
the first took the field in Natal early in the war 
(pp.85,86), were sufficiently good to induce the 
authorities to approve a partial extension of the 
system. Such hospitals can never be more than a 
connecting link between the sick in the field and the 
Field Hospitals on the lane of Communications. 
If they become congested they are useless; the 
keynote of their effective management is evacuation. 
By April the personnel, stores and equipment for a 
few mobile hospitals had been fixed, but above all 
the transport, without which it could not move. 
Further, its staff was mounted. Men who have 
been trudging along with troops all day are not 
fresh enough for work when the bivouac is reached. 
It was during General Elliot's sweeping movements 
in the Eastern Free State (p. 160) that a mobile 
hospital was given a thoroughly good and extended 
test, and proved, under the organising capacity of 
Major Mann, the S.Y.O., how useful it could be 
made. 

Those columns without a regular mobile hospital 
had, as we have seen from the Army Order of 24th 
January (p.195), been instructed to make better 
provision for the care of sick animals on the march. 
In the operations conducted by General French in 
January in the Eastern Transvaal this make-shift 
system was brought into general operation and 
proved most useful. Unfortunately, no transport at 
this time was allowed for the work, which meant that 
no equipment was carried other than in the regi¬ 
mental waggons. This was not only insufficient but 
impracticable ; the sick and derelicts when collected 
had to be kept together, and herded somewhere for 
the night, and this meant that equipment for dealing 
with them was necessary. Those veterinary officers 
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who were possessed of initiative “ found on the 
veldt ” the transport and waggons required, and 
literally made their own arrangements. Later on, 
as previously mentioned, regular field establish¬ 
ments and proper transport were allowed to some 
columns, but by no means all. 

It is nothing less than extraordinary the grudging 
methods followed in tackling the sick-horse question 
even fifteen months after war began. Money was 
poured out like water by other branches, but any 
makeshift was considered sufficient for the needs of 
the veterinary service. This applied not only to 
the mobile hospitals but everything else connected 
with the department in the Field. We believe 
there was a genuine desire on the part of the 
military authorities, not only to diminish the waste 
of horses, but also, as far as was practically possible, 
to diminish some of the cruelty which must over 
be practised in war, but it is remarkable that the 
efforts of the veterinary service in this connection 
met with so little substantial support. The transport 
problem is always a difficulty: as early as April, 
1900 (p. 144), attention had been directed to it. In 
the first half of 1901 it had become serious, and 
columns were carrying about with them “ miscel¬ 
laneous collections of unauthorised articles.” 0 The 
Commander-in-Chief found it necessary to remind 
his Column Commanders “that the essential factor 
of a mobile force is mobility, and that nothing 
should be carried beyond what is requisite to feed 
men and animals, and to maintain fighting effici¬ 
ency. f From this Order it is evident that a fraction 
of the transport employed for the carriage of un¬ 
authorised articles, might well have been devoted to 
conveying appliances and means for rendering effect¬ 
ive first aid in the field, and in collecting and taking 
the sick along. The importance of their duty would 
have been emphasised had these earlier mobile 
detachments received proper official recognition, and 
a scale of staff and stores been laid down. It came 
months later, and, like most other things, too lato. 
On 28th November, 1901, it was directed “ In order 
to reduce the present very heavy wastage in horses,” 
that among other measures Mobile Veterinary 
Hospitals should be formed in each Column, page 
196 .... On the 1st December Colonel Long 
was in charge, and on 19th, under his instructions, 
orders were issued by the P.V.O. that a number 
of veterinary officers were to be withdrawn from 
Columns in order to strengthen the personnel of 
the Field Hospitals on the Lines of Communication. 
Thus, mobile hospitals having been approved for all 
Columns, after two years wastage of horses through 
their absence, were once more relegated to the back¬ 
ground. Those already existing did not disappear, 
but became altered in nature ; each largo Field 
Hospital furnished a mobile section, but it was 
only mobile in the sense that it could be moved 
from pillar to post on the Lines of Communication. 
What was required was an organisation with the 
troops, call it what you may, for dealing with the 

* Army Order I., 29th July, 1901, p.l2G. 

f Idem. 


exhausted, injured and sick, under central and 
organised management, and responsible for bring¬ 
ing such cases along until fit to be returned to 
their unit or handed into hospital on the line being 
reached. 

The great difficulty in all hospitals, whether 
stationary or mobile, was to obtain efficient and 
permanent personnel. Almost every man in the 
hospitals existing in the country was borrowed, 
with the exception of those belonging to the ten 
Indian Field Veterinary Hospitals, and the one 
sanctioned by the War Office at Elandsfontein in 
September. Somo of the men employed were 
deliberately hiding away from their regiments, and 
were not recovered for months. If he was a useful 
man, above all a skilful dresser, it was not to bo 
wondered at that no active steps were taken by the 
hospital authorities to find out where the man’s 
regiment actually was. But, of course, such a 
system is indefensible. 

The year 1901 had seen considerable changes in 
the personnel of the hospitals raised in the country 
during the campaign. India had sent a large 
number of trained dressers, who were distributed 
amongst them. Civil shoeing smiths, drawing £180 
a year and rations, existed by scores, and were also 
distributed, and useful men among the Dutch 
population were brought in from time to time as 
conductors. * 

The personnel so acquired gradually took the 
place of the soldiers who had been borrowed, or 
otherwise obtained; even then senior non-com¬ 
missioned officers were required, and these had to 
be retained throughout the war, though in theory 
they should have been serving with their regiments. 
Nevertheless, the whole fabric of the hospitals was 
unsubstantial, from the Civil Veterinary Surgeons 
whose time was expiring and who washed to return 
home by the next ship, to the Kaffirs who deserted 
after pay day and were seen no more. There 
should be no such thing as a “ scratch” institution 
with an Army: if it is necessary it should be recog¬ 
nised, organised, and placed on a proper basis. 

Much has to be done by the personality of the 
head of affairs in removing official opposition to the 
introduction of new ideas, t There are many men 
and many minds on the Staff of an Army, but if 
there is one subject on which most of the minds are 
agreed, it is that of affording as little recognition as 
possible to veterinary requirements, pushing them 
into the background, and trusting to time to 
adjust difficulties. It is tho old story of the medi¬ 
cal department, with the exception that public 
opinion has scarcely been aroused in the matter of 
the horses, in spite of the size of the remount bill. 
That, after all, is a lower plane than tho real one 
on which we think this question should finally be 
judged; w’e owe a moral obligation to animals 
which cannot be evaded. 


* This was a proceeding not without danger, for these 
men necessarily became possessed of information. 

f See Footnote, p.198. 
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The more organisation and permanence intro¬ 
duced into these Field Hospitals the greater the 
correspondence which arose with other depart¬ 
ments, especially that dealing with finance. The 
Indians were paid by a specially appointed official 
who dealt with all Indian natives, both with the 
Remount and Veterinary Services. All others were 
paid by the Chief Paymaster, and the very large 
sums of money needed necessitated the officer so 
employed being made what is technically known as 
an “ accountant,” entailing a considerable amount 
of financial responsibility and elaborate accounts. 

The opposition of the Remount Department to 
Veterinary autonomy died very hard; it never 
became wholly extinguished, and the young officers 
of this service were, as usual, the most aggressive. 
At Orange River a remount officer expressed his 
intention to inspect the hospital and demanded 
returns of sickness. At Aliwal North the hold 
measure of clearing the sick out of the hospital and 
monopolising the services of the Civil Veterinary 
Surgeon for purchasing duties was adopted. At 
Mafeking the cases cured at the hospital were 
refused by the Remounts, as no information could 
be given of the units to which the sick originally 
belonged! Doubtless there were many similar 
though unrecorded cases of interference. These 
small matters indicated the feeling still held by 
remounts towards the veterinary service, though it 
is right to record there were many exceptions, 
especially among the senior officers, some of whom 
were not slow to recognise that undivided responsi¬ 
bility is the first step towards sound work. 

One important step taken in Jan., 1901, was a form 
of return rendered weekly by all hospitals showing 
exactly how they stood in the matter of patients, 
the numbers admitted and discharged, the diseases 
they were suffering from, the staff employed, and 
the condition of the equipment and stores. The 
return was so arranged as to reduce clerical labour 
to a minimum ; in a few minutes a document was 
prepared which enabled the administration hundreds 
of miles away to feel the pulse of every hospital 
throughout the country, and see matters as they 
were actually occurring. Postal services during 
war are irregular, so that weekly telegraphic states 
were rendered on a code form previously arranged, 
which not only reduced the strain on the telegraph 
department, but took but a few minutes to prepare. 

Before closing this notice of the hospitals in 
1901, it is due to those members of the profession 
who assisted the army in a civil capacity to record 
the ability shown by some of them in hospital 
management, and in mentioning the names of C.V. 
Surgeons J. I. Smith, J. Buck and J. M. Parker (the 
latter a Canadian graduate who died in office) as 
men showing conspicuous ability and power of 
organisation, it does not detract from the merits of 
others whose good work was unfortunately less 
known. 


PROTECTION HORSES, 1901. 

In the account for 1899-1900 we drew attention 
at p. 132 to the fact that two distinct classes of 
local horse came into our possession during the 
war, one being captures, the other for protection. 
It was pointed out that in the rush of affairs no 
system for dealing with these existed, nor indeed 
had the mattor even been considered. 

Protection-horses were those brought in from 
districts in Cape Colony to prevent them falling in¬ 
to the hands of the enemy, and though tens of 
thousands were similarly brought in from districts in 
the Transvaal and Orange Free State, the use of the 
word protection could not be applied to these, as 
they were swept up in countries with wffiich we 
were at war. To this stock the term “ captures ” 
is applied. They were brought in in pursuance of 
an order that no living animal was to be left 
behind. 1 " 

It was in December, 1900, that the comparative 
peace and tranquility which had for so many 
months reigned in Cape Colony was suddenly 
disturbed by tho attempted invasion of De Wet, and 
the actual invasion by Ilertzog and Kritzinger. 
The military authorities at once realised the danger 
of leaving on the various farms of the invaded 
districts such a potential source of warfare to the 
enemy as the horses represented, and Commandants 
of districts, together with Magistrates, were directed 
under Martial Law to collect and hold these 
animals at centres where they would be safe from 
impressment by the enemy. It was further directed 
that from these horses all available remounts should 
be selected and, of course, paid for. We have seen 
that there was no system for dealing with these 
thousands of animals, which consisted of horses of 
all classes, including breeding stock and foals. 
Doubtless it was at first thought that the emergency 
would soon pass, and the animals could then be 
returned to their owners. This idea was rudely 
dispelled by the second attempt of De Wet to enter 
the Colony two months later, and it was then 
recognised how imperfect had been the first collec¬ 
tion of material, for, from the animals left on the 
various farms he had no difficulty, with the aid of 
Hertzog, in making good his immense loss in 
horses. Stringent orders were consequently issued, 
and thousands more brought in. Still no system 
existed for dealing with them. 

Lord Kitchener in April, 1901, issued orders that 
Columns operating in the Cape were in future to be 
remounted from local supply only; f the animals 
so obtained were drawn from protection stock on 
payment, and on requisition from the inhabitants. 
As we have already seen, p. 152, footnote, 15,000 were 
obtained in this way in January, and by the follow¬ 
ing July 75,000 animals had been obtained from the 
same sources, in a country previously reported to 
be unable to furnish a horse supply. In spite of 

* See foot note, p. 175. 

* “ Times History,” vol. v., p. 243. 
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Fig. 4. A mid day halt. Column rest¬ 
ing during one of the operations in the 
Eastern Transvaal, towards the end of 
1901. Note the exhausted condition of the 
horse lying down ; also the rifles left 
hanging in the bucket, causing the saddle 
to heel over and damage the withers. 
Observe the impedimenta placed upon the 
men’s saddles The central figure is an 
officer’s horse; such carries nothing but 
the rider. 


f 


Fig. 5. A remount photographed the 
day it joined its unit. Note its con¬ 
dition ; also the result of possessing a 
short dock. The mechanism of a rope gall 
is seen on the near fore limb. 




Fig. 6. A remount photographed on the 
day of joining. Note the shape of the hocks and 
overshot hind fetlocks. 


Fig. 4 from photograph by 
Mr. F. B. Gresham, of Newark. 

Figs. 5 and 6 by 
Captain Head, A.V.C. (R). 


Plate I . 
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Fig. 1. Type of Mobile Column early 
in 1901 ; note the amount of transport 
The horses grazing in the foreground are 
those of the escort of the column. The 
scene is typical of the rolling veldt of the 
Free State. 




Plate /. 


From photographs by 
Mr. F. B. Gresham, of Newark, 
late C.V.S. 
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this heavy drain there were at this time thousands 
of horses on protection farms, some useful, many 
useless for military purposes, generally as the 
result of impoverished condition due to starva¬ 
tion. Efforts were made to train and render 
fit for the use of Columns some of the vast numbers 
remaining, and in this respect the Remount Depot 
at Kimberley was particularly successful, and on a 
smaller scale the Depots at Stellenbosch and De 
Aar. ° 

It was at Harrismith, as we have seen at p. 132, 
that the first steps in dealing with this class of 
stock had been taken in 1900. Similar operations 
were carried on through 1901, the whole of the now 
Yeomanry with Rundle being mounted more than 
once, and various Columns in the vicinity replen¬ 
ished. Breeding stock formed about one-half of the 
captures brought into Harrismith by the various 
Columns whose movements have already been 
narrated, and as far as possible an attempt had 
been made to retain this for the future development 
of the country. It represented the cream of the 
Free State studs, and no one had any previous 
notion of what this consisted, f 

Colonel Matthews, in a note written at Stander- 
ton in May, 1901, describes his inspection of the 
6000 head of stock resulting from one of Elliot’s 
drives. “ I spent a most interesting two-and-a-half 
hours watching these 5000 animals, brood mares 
and stock, from yearlings to six years old. I had 
now spent four years in South Africa, and although 
perhaps I ought to have known, yet I had no con¬ 
ception such beautiful brood mares existed in tho 
country.” In a further note he remarked on the 
^facility with which the Australian and New Zealand 
soldiers converted the brood mares—unbroken even 
to the halter, and many as old as fourteen years— 
into saddle horses in the course of three weeks. 
This, however, could only dispose of a very limited 
number, and, as opportunity offered, both from 
Harrismith and the Transvaal, breeding stock, 
estimated at from ten to fifteen thousand, was sent 
to Natal. The bulk of this material went to Mooi 
River; when seen shortly afterwards, overcrowding, 
starvation and neglect had done their work, and 
cannot be better described than in the language of 
one who witnessed it: “ It broke my heart to see 
these magnificent mares, many nearly, some quite 
thoroughbred, dying slowly from starvation and a 
variety of diseases.” Colonel Matthews says in a 
note written after inspecting some of this stock at 
Mooi River: “ I found fourteen mares had aborted 
in one paddock ; one or two carcases were lying 
around in a state of decomposition, and the burial 
pits, where seven horses awaited interment, were 
only sixty yards from tho main horse enclosure.” 
If the above state of affairs could exist in a largo 
horse station like Mooi River, under the nose of the 
Remount Department, with horses now tho property 
of the Crown, it can be imagined what occurred at 
the dozen or more places in Cape Colony where 

• At one time De Aar employed fifty rough riders. 

f See foot note, p. 1«5. 


protection horses were confined. Evidence was 
given before the Royal Commission on the War by 
Lord Lovatt who, in discussing the waste of public 
money in the purchase of horsos, described one of 
the Cape protection farms. Ho says : 

“ For example, 6000 horses, mares and foals were near a 
place called Burgbersdorp, and there was no apparent 
reason that they should not all have been used for His 
Majesty’s Forces. They were good mares and young 
horses ; there were few absolutely lit to ride at once with¬ 
out training, as the mares in South Africa, although broken 
to harness, were never broken to riding. The mares were 
all kept in this place, and apparently no one seemed 
particularly interested in the matter, and the remounts had 
them in charge; they were left to run over two or three 
small farms, and they gradually pined away and wasted for 
lack of food. No one was allowed to take what they 
wanted of those, and at the end of the war these OOUO 
horses had diminished to about 700 or so. 

Q. 20,752. Were these captured horses? A. They 
were cleared off farms; I have seen perhaps 1500 or 1*200 
sent to this farm in one drove. 

Q. ‘20,753. And they were chielly mares which would 
not have been used for Cavalry? A. Yes, mares; but 
there was no reason why they should not be used ; they 
only required to be broken and to get a little condition on, 
and they would have done as well as horses. 

Q. 20,752. During that time were you not in want of 
horses. A. Yes, and I took them when I passed there, 
but I was not allowed to take them. I asked leave on one 
occasion, and I was refused. 

Whether the Remount Department should have 
been permitted to burden themselves with the care 
of these animals is another question. In our 
opinion, absolutely not, for their hands were already 
too full. As far back as 5th December, 1900, tho 
subject of the disposal of the captured stock was 
already exercising the mind of the Assistant In¬ 
spector of Romounts, for in a letter to the War 
Office he says, f 

“That mare and foal business is arriving at rather 
alarming proportions, We are practically clearing the 
Free State and Transvaal of breeding stock, and trans¬ 
ferring it to the Colony and Natal into loyal hands at 
nominal prices. Of course in time it must all get back to 
the grazing countries.” 

This shows how ignorant we were of the horse 
resources of the country, for the work of clearance 
had not yet begun and already the number of stock 
to be provided for was alarming. No provision, 
however, was made, not even six months later, by 
which time tens of thousands of captured and pro¬ 
tected stock had to be legislated for. It was not, 
in fact, until October, 1901, that any definite regu¬ 
lations wero drawn up for the care of tho protec¬ 
tion horses in the Cape. The regulations created a 
“ Protection ” branch of tho Remount Service, hut by 
that time the majority of tho horses were dead. 
Pending the creation of this branch tho animals 
fell to tho earo of local commandants, who knew 
nothing of horses, and whoso sole anxiety was to 
prevent their recapture, Tho wretched creatures 
were herded at night inside infantry entrench¬ 
ments, and each day marched solemnly to grazing 
grounds a short distance away, baro of everything 

* Q. 20,751, Vol. ii. f Evidence, p479. 

f C. of E. Rem. Evid. Appendix F, p. 306. 
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but the bones of those which had died. No rations 
were allowed them. How could they be when our own 
horses in the field were on a semi-starvation diet ? 
When a remount depot was adjacent they came 
under its care, as at Burghersdorp quoted above, 
and in active centres like Stellenbosch the suitable 
were selected for breaking and trained. Of course, 
this class of material had no right inside a remount 
depot, which it only congests. As an example, in 
July, 1901, there were 100 two year olds being 
hand-fed in the Remount Depot at Stellenbosch, 
with no possible prospect of any return for the 
rations given them, and the hay which was 
denied our own horses in the field. * 

When protection horses wore brought in the 
owner’s natural desire was to have his stock pur¬ 
chased outright, and in some cases this was actually 
done under misapprehension. See C. of E. Rem. 
Evid. Q. 0515. f Rightly, the authorities negatived 
any such wholesale purchases excepting for suit¬ 
able animals, and it was also made clear to the 
owners that no compensation would be given for 
loss, and that the animals must take their chance. 
The regulations, introduced, as we have said, in 
October, at least gave something definite to act 
upon ; we cannot enter into them. In the coast 
districts, considered to be safe from the enemy, the 
horses were registered and remained with their 
owners; elsewhere they were concentrated on 
farms. In October the registered horses remaining 
with their owners amounted to 18,000, the pro¬ 
tected horses on farms stood at 22,700, all that was 
left of certainly double the number, probably more, 
of the previous January. 

The formation of a Protection Department did 
not stop the mortality. The horses in many cases 
were past recovery ; in some districts the entire 
herds looked like dying, and the residue was given 
to farmers to look after. The mortality was due 
not only to starvation, but disease introduced and 
disseminated by the unavoidably indiscriminate 
mixing of sick and well, the young and old ; but 
more especially from starvation, the result of over¬ 
crowded grazing grounds. The latter had to be 
confined to areas under military occupation, and 
were already well grazed by the transport, or 
to areas in the neighbourhood of the line of rail or 
other military posts. Another cause of mortality 
was due to change of grazing ; animals from the 
midlands were sent south where the herbage 
differed, or those from the east were sent to the 
west. Any sudden change from their old to a new 
grazing district was a source of loss, not only 
owing to the difference in herbage but from 
poisonous plants. Animals reared on pasture con¬ 
taining the latter learn from experience to avoid 
them ; the new comer falls a victim. Strangles 
was rife among these horses ; glanders frequent; 

• These two year old horses were being allowed 121b. 
hay daily, thrown down on the ground. 

f The witness, a Remount Officer, says :— 

** Atone time there was an order given by mistake to buy 
every horse, foal, mare and everything. I bought those 
and, of course, they had to be sent to a farm.” 


parasitic disease of the intestinal wall abounded 
and hastened dissolution under the hardships to 
which they were exposed. 

The arrangements made in October at a cost of 
about £3000 a month were good, but came nine 
months too late to be of any real benefit. In 
October, 1901, 22,700 horses were taken over, and 
some small numbers were added month by month 
throughout the war. The numbers so added are 
unknown, but when the war closed there were a 
little over 12,000 survivors on farms. The deaths 
between October, 1901 and May, 1902, amounted to 
10,500, say 46 %. If 46 % died in six months when 
arrangements costing £3000 a month existed for 
their care, we can imagine what the mortality was 
during the nine months prior to October, 1901, 
when no arrangements existed. It is probably not 
too much to say, that between January, 1901 and 
May, 1902, not less than 80 % of the Protection 
stock died, or wa3 destroyed, from disease or 
starvation. 

The account we have given of protection farms 
differs materially from that briefly recorded in the 
“ Times History ” of the War, Yol. vi., p. 444, in 
which the following appears;— 

“ An interesting development of the duties of the Re¬ 
mount Department was the protecting of locally owned 
stock by receiving them into remount farms. 

It is satisfactory to know that owing to the care and 
trouble that was taken over this onerous duty, upwards of 
24,000 animals were given back to their lawful owners at 
the end of the war. Many of the animals had grown out 
of all recognition, and many were only identified by the 
careful records kept by the officers in charge of the ' pro¬ 
tection 1 farms.” 

It would seem that in the 24,000 have been in¬ 
cluded the 18,000 registered horses not removed 
from the custody of their owners. We are not 
told how many horses originally existed. The 
inner history of this calamity was evidently un¬ 
known to the writer of the above notice. 

DEBILITY FARMS IN 1901. 

The history of debility farms in the Cape and 
Orange Free State in 1899-00, has been given at 
p. 137.* It has been pointed out that the Remount 
Department from the beginning of the campaign 
took charge of war-worn horses by placing them 
in their remount depots. When these could hold 
no more they hired farms, subsequently known as 
debility farms, into which the horse residue of war 
was poured, without inspection, and into places 
which did not afford sufficient support in the way 
of grazing for the number of animals placed on the 
farm. The year 1901 saw remount depots con¬ 
taining annexs full of disease, next door to, 
or even in contact with, the fresh animals from 
over sea. In addition, there were the debility 
farms, on which no remount horses were kept. 
Both places, as we have seen, were affected with 
mange and glanders. 

* See foot note p. 137 for other references, also pp. 132, 
133. 
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It cannot be supposed that depots were de¬ 
liberately infected, nor that they were infected 
through ignorance of the existence of the two 
above diseases. We have, therefore, to look at this 
question and ask why it was that a policy con¬ 
tinued to be followed which the veterinary authori¬ 
ties before and during the war had pointed out 
could only result in disaster. The answer is brief, 
their opinion was not trusted. It was generally 
believed by the Remount Authorities that glanders 
did not exist in anything like the extent which the 
veterinary people stated: as the responsible 
officer said in conversation in 1901, “ if it did we 
should hear more about it.” As to mange, the 
notion widely existed that what we called mange 
was an affection of the skin which passed away 
spontaneously after the winter, and that it was 
therefore a trifling question. We shall examine the 
evidence on these points. 

In a letter to the War Office dated 10th August, 
1901, the Assistant Inspector of Remounts, says: * 

. By the way yoa mast not be alarmed at mange 
in this benighted land. Nearly every horse in Government 
or civilian hands which is left on the veldt in winter gets 
mange; the inhabitants take no notice of it, and it goes 
with the new coat; we put them through a disinfectant 
bath which kills it in a few times.” 

Such an opinion coming from the responsible 
head of the horse question in South Africa, was 
calculated to allay the natural anxiety which the 
returns of disease would create at the War Office; 
the information furnished to this body we may take 
to be the information supplied through the same 
channel to the Commander-in-Chief in the Field. 
For reasons which do not here concern us, veteri¬ 
nary opinion is not trusted until real difficulties 
arise. The casual observation or opinion of a lay¬ 
man belonging to the Staff carries more weight than 
expert advice, and this is not confined to veteri¬ 
nary matters only, though it is intensified in this 
case, as every mounted officer is given credit for 
knowing “ all about a horse.” The grounds for this 
belief are difficult to see ; as a matter of fact, the 
layman who does know something of a horse is the 
most appreciative of veterinary advice. We see 
from the above that it was agreed to consider the 
question of mange as one of those trifling matters 
which the veterinary service had magnified into 
alarmist proportions. 

As a matter of fact there is a disease of the skin 
affecting the native horse which is so like mange 
that it can scarcely be distinguished; further, as 
the Assistant Inspector of Remounts says in his 
letter, it is spontaneously curable, and it may he 
added is not contagious. These cases, however, did 
not represent the disease from which the over-sea 
horse was suffering ; with them the psoropt could 
readily be seen in a warm sun, and the sarcopt by 
deeper scrapings and microscopical inspection. 
There was no doubt of the nature of the skin disease 
existing among the animals in the Field. From the 

* See Appendix F, C. of EJ. Rem., p. 308. 


latter half of 1900 up to the time we are speaking 
of, it was parasitic mange of the above two types. 

Regarding the Remount attitude towards glanders 
the evidence is equally convincing. Not only was 
the widespread existence of the malady denied, but 
it was openly stated that the Dutch and the 
Colonists looked upon our cases as those of “ new 
sickness,” a curable affection with which they had 
in recent years been rendered familiar. The opinion 
of a Dutch or Colonial farmer on matters of disease 
was a valued asset to the layman, who took it as 
his text and preached accordingly ; unfortunately, 
in the matter of glanders, professional opinion was 
on their side. At least two Civil Veterinary 
Surgeons employed with the Remount Service 
believed that the cases condemned by their military 
brethren as glandered were not cases of the disease. 
One adopted the view that the cases were pyaemia, 
the other that it was the “ new sickness ” of the 
Dutch, which,according to them, is a non-contagious 
and curable affection. 

With such professional views as these existing in 
the Remount Service, it is not difficult to under¬ 
stand how gladly they were given credence in dis¬ 
crediting the alarmist report of the military veteri¬ 
nary branch. The layman is always strongest in 
technical matters when he finds a divided house. 
The view of the non-glanderous nature of these cases 
grew and spread, in accordance with the natural 
desire of the Remount Department to make the 
best of matters; finally, when their case was 
believed to be at its strongest point, the Remount 
Department asked that an inquiry should be held 
into the nature of the cases which had so long been 
mistaken by the Army Veterinary Service. 

Among the witnesses examined by the Court of 
Enquiry on Remounts was Lieut.-Col. Darby, a 
Deputy-Assistant Adjutant General serving on the 
Staff of Colonel Birkbeck. This officer, from Juno 
to September, 1901, was responsible for the 
Remount Depot at Johannesburg, In his evidence 
on “ new sickness,” Q. 6567, he says:— 

" They get a very heavy discharge. It looks like glanders, 
but a civil veterinary surgeon attached to the Remount 
Department said that the ulcerations were not of the same 
nature as glanders, and he was so sure of this that to prove 
it he inoculated himself. He did not get glanders, though 
he got a sore on his hand, and the military veterinary 
officers in the Field Veterinary Hospital still declaring it 
was glanders, Colonel Birkbeck asked to have a Court of 
Enquiry on those horses said to be suffering from glanders, 
but which the civil veterinary surgeon said it was only 
“ snotsickta ” (new sickness). They had this Court of 
Enquiry at Germiston ; they killed four horses, but the 
results were indefinite. However, they declared it was 
glanders, and that the horses must be destroyed. But 
these horse9 recovered if left alone. Though they were 
not fit for anything for three months they got alright, and 
a glandered horse never gets alright. The civil veterinary 
surgeon who inoculated himself got alright also. 

Q. (5508. Did they apply the mallein test to the appar¬ 
ently glandered horses ? A. Yes. With one of these horses 
when they tried the mallein test, the temperature instead 
of going up went down a degree. In the other cases the 
results were indefinite or not well marked.” 

We have quoted this evidence in full owing to its 
importance. It is the keynote to the belief of the 
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Remount Authorities in the matter of glanders. 
We do not intend to examine here the statements 
made by the witness, but may anticipate what has 
to be said of this matter in Part HI., by stating 
that the Veterinary Committee appointed by the 
Commander-in-Chief directed the Civil Veterinary 
Surgeon to select his own cases of “ new sickness " 
to bring before them. These animals were destroyed 
and on post-mortem examination found to be 
glandered. 

The evidence brought forward as to the Remount 
views on scabies and glanders was the growth of 
many months. The Civil Veterinary Surgeon 
referred to in the above evidence had previously 
been in a Cape Depot, and he, and later another, 
had not only spread erroneous views as to the 
nature of the disease, but had discounted the 
opinion of the military branch on the growth and 
spread of glanders in Remount Depots and farms. 
Further, being the men on the spot, they were 
credited with knowing more about the matter than 
a man hundreds of miles away at the end of a tele¬ 
graph line. Unfortunately, the “new sickness" 
and “ pyiumia" opinions were listened to not only by 
the Remount Authorities but also by their adminis¬ 
trative veterinary officer, under whose supervising 
professional care all remount depots and debility 
farms in South Africa (other than Natal) were 
placed. He knew that all of those w r ere congested, 
and that the congestion increased every month ; he 
knew disease was present, but apparently accepted 
the remount view of mange and the opinion of his 
civil subordinates on “ pyiemia " and “new sick¬ 
ness.’ We do not urge this to condone what 
followed, though his depots and farms were hundreds 
of miles apart, and a man must to an extent depend 
upon the reports of those immediately in charge. 
Hut it was his duty to insist upon systematic period¬ 
ical inspection of every animal on these farms, and 
to investigate the nature of the diseasos ravaging 
them, to which so little importance was attached by 
the layman. There was no systematic inspection 
enforced or provided for; the officers’ commanding 
farms and depots raised the greatest difficulties and 
objections to having horses caught up for this 
purposo; it occupied several hours of tho limited 
stall they were allowed, and disorganised their work. 
This disorganisation was especially marked in 
Remount Depots, where, day and night, horses were 
being got ready to proceed to the front, or new 
horses landed. Further, the condition of the horse 
population of Cape Colony, seo p. 185, had opened 
the eyes of the Remount Authorities to the number 
of animals available on the spot, and to tho staff of 
tho Cape Depots, already greatly overworked, fell 
the additional duty of travelling about buying. 

Month after month of 1901 passed, and beyond 
tho fact that these depots woro congested and the 
farms full of sick, nothing was really known either 
of t he nature of the diseases infecting them, or 
of tho numberof animals attacked. Monthly reports 
of disease, were called for, and after great 


delay and difficulty obtained. It may seem hard to 
inflict further work on already overworked officers, 
but returns of disease are the only means of feeling 
the pulse of the army in the Field, without which 
everything is darkness. These returns let in light; 
pyaemia came to tho front, and the appalling extent 
of mange was realised. The light-hearted manner 
in which glanders and mange had been regarded by 
the Remount Authorities was evidenced by the way 
they continued to pour thousands of horses from 
the north every month into the Cape Depots. The 
result of this was now about to be revealed. These 
horses for months had been coming from everywhere 
without inspection ; they were turned out without 
inspection and remained out uninspected. By the 
middle of the year the returns of disease had made 
it possible to obtain an insight into the veterinary 
contents of Remount Depots and Debility Farms. 
The results were most disquieting. Mallein was 
directed to bo used on the “ pyaemic’ cases, includ¬ 
ing those which were reported as having broken out 
again after being cured! Mallein reactions— 
frequently a difficulty in South Africa—were in these 
and similar cases repeatedly described as “ not 
characteristic," or “ might he produced by the irri¬ 
tating nature of the fluid." It was evident that 
the difficulties of mallein had not been studied nor 
its use fully understood, 0 nevertheless, between 
February and August, 1901, 1200 clinical cases of 
the disease had been destroyed in one depot and its 
debility annex. It was an earnest of what was to 
follow. In September Major Blenkinsop, D.S.O., 
having been appointed S.V.O. Remounts, set to 
work to clean out this augean stable. 

Between September and December he caused 
9000 cases of Glanders 

7001 „ Mange 

2000 ,, Debility, Injuries, etc. 

to he destroyed in the Remount Depots and Debility 

Farms in Cape Colon// alone , a total of 11,700 des¬ 
troyed in less than four months ! 

During the above period, 2000 animals died in 
addition to the above. As evidonce of the mass of 
disease, it may be mentioned that there were over 
7000 cases of mange in these depots and farms in 
September, and between that date and December, 
no less than 17,000 cases of mange had been 
brought under treatment. 

One might have thought that this stupendous 
calamity would have opened the eyes of tho officers 
of the Remount Department, yet the evidence given 
above by Colonel Darby to the Court of Enquiry 
was tendered six months after the depots and 
debility farms of the Cape had been purged, and 
eight months after the Veterinary Committee sat 
which decided that tho cases of so-called “ new 
sickness" at Johannesburg were glanders in an 
acute form. 

•One O V. Surgeon with the Remount Department was 
directed to keep his mallein in the dark and in a cool place. 
He buried it in tho dung pit ! 

1 There died in addition ‘248 cases of the disease. 
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Such is the blackest veterinary page in 
the history of the war. It demonstrates 
the dangers arising from hiding away large 
numbers of horses without adequate super¬ 
vision and inspection, and it shows the want of 
veterinary organisation. Farm3 presented a fatally 
simple means of getting rid of war-worn and 
debilitated horses. Those with a knowledge of this 
class of work in the public service knew how easily 
horses turned out may be overlooked or forgotten, 
and, in the absence of strict supervision and period¬ 
ical inspection, are bound to be neglected. 

Not only is periodical inspection required to 
ascertain the progress made by the debilitated, but 
also to pick out those fit to take the Field again. 
Hundreds upon hundreds of horses clogged the 
depots and debility farms during 1901 that ought to 
have been at the front. Through want of system¬ 
atic periodical inspection they were overlooked. 
Inspections are also required for another purpose, 
i.e ., the early detection of disease. Assuming an ideal 
system had been followed in these debility farms, and 
every animal carefully inspected on arrival, tempor¬ 
arily isolated, and then turned out when considered 
safe, even such a system as this does not relieve the 
administrative and executive officers from the duty 
of carrying out frequent inspections for the detection 
of disease and injury. It is the very life of the 
system, and neglect can only be followed by disaster. 

The difficulties in the way of the Veterinary Service 
with the Remount Department in carrying out a 
sound system are not regarded as light. There was 
extraordinary pressure of work at the base on the 
arrival of horseships; landing and inspection of 
cargoes; inspection and despatch of animals to the 
front, and duties in connection with the purchasing 
of remounts. The farms were scattered over a sub¬ 
continent ; the railway was unsafe, so that trains 
only ran during the day, which still further increased 
the difficulties where economy of time was of the 
utmost importance. Under these circumstances the 
tendency to trust to the men on the spot was 
perhaps natural. Two of these, by dire misfortune, 
held extraordinary views on the nature of glanders 
and farcy, and their attitude on the question not 
only assisted in the spread of disease, but also 
educated the Remount Department on wrong lines. 

The layman interfering in technical matters can 
always, when he comes to grief, shelter himself 
behind his ignorance, but no such excuse can be 
extended to the professional man. The adminis¬ 
trative veterinary service with remounts trusted 
too much to the reports received about the harm¬ 
lessness of the disease, and leaned too heavily on 
its subordinates. The logical position in the public 
service is that if by so doing one comes to the 
ground, no sympathy can be expected, or error 
condoned, or there would be an end of all responsi¬ 
bility. The possibly extenuating circumstances we 
have urged would carry more weight if it could be 
shown that the debility farm easiest of access to 
the administrative centre was free from disease. 
Unfortunately, it was among the worst infected. 


We again repeat that this work with debility 
horses had no right to be undertaken by Remounts, 
who possessed neither the knowledge nor the staff 
for carrying it out and whose hands were already 
full to overflowing. It should havo been a distinct 
branch possessing its own lay and technical staff: but 
it was part of the policy of the Remount Depart¬ 
ment to allow nothing connected with the horse 
question to pass into other hands, and it had no 
belief at the end of 1899 and beginning of 1900, that 
the trouble foretold by the veterinary service would 
come true. 

Though we have placed on the shoulders of the 
veterinary service the fullest measure of blame, we 
cannot shut our eyes to the evil genius of Remounts 
seen throughout; their light-hearted references to 
two of the greatest scourges of equine life, and the 
mixing together, from the first days of the cam¬ 
paign, of healthy and war worn animals, sound 
the key note to one of the greatest veterinary 
disasters of modern times. 

“Debility” horses might have been found at 
almost any railway station on the lines of com¬ 
munication awaiting transmission to the remount 
department. Besides these, in the middle of 1901 
collections existed at places provided by local com¬ 
manders of districts, the existence of which was 
perhaps not even known to the Remount Depart¬ 
ment for some time. These places were without 
organization and under officers selected by the 
local authority as being for the moment out of 
employment. It would have required quite a dis¬ 
tinct staff to go round and mark down the various 
collections of derelicts, and a still larger and 
highly organized staff to look after them. Yet it 
was of the utmost importance that every horse 
that could be salved should be. 

With the Columns operating in Cape Colony 
there were depots where horses were taken in for 
rest and recuperation. All these were under 
General French and looked after by his officers. 
They contained many hundreds of debilitated horses, 
quite apart from those on the special debility farms. 
Similar centres were started by other Columns, but 
were at first unauthorised, and sometimes used as 
a means of hiding away horses against a rainy day, 
though most of them consisted of animals requiring 
a rest. Experience showed that these unauthorised 
collections were frequently bad owing to a want of 
proper supervision. In principle, the practice of 
distributing the sick over many small, rather than 
a few large, centres had much to recommend it, 
owing to the great difficulty of finding the needful 
grazing which was the essential factor towards 
recuperation. Towards the end of 1901 regimental 
rest camps were authorised for war-tired horses 
(p. 196), and were an unqualified success, for the 
Columns were directed to leave men behind in 
charge of these horses, though the numbers in the 
Columns were correspondingly reduced. It is un¬ 
fortunate that this system was not introduced 
earlier, but there were military difficulties, as at 
that time Columns could not spare the needful men 
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to look after them, and without these the horses 
starved. 

One more feature in connection with debility 
horses may be mentioned. In addition to those 
kept for recuperation in Remount Depots and 
Farms, large numbers were sold and found their 
way to the ports, as no sales were allowed in the 
interior, after the experience of horses so sold find¬ 
ing their way into the hands of the enemy. These 
sales at Cape Town gave rise to considerable 
scandal, both in 1900, as mentioned at p. 139, and 
again in 1901, and were finally forbidden owing to 
the cruelty inflicted, and the obviously unfit 
condition of these animals for work of any kind. 

There was a feeling, however, among the civil 
population of Cape Town that with care and time 
the horses so rejected would recover, and the 
Colonial Government was induced to purchase a 
few hundred with the object of feeding them up, 
and showing the military authorities what could he 
done with the debris of war. It was not long be¬ 
fore they found out, what we had already discovered, 
that once animals passed beyond a certain stage 
of debility they would die after lingering some time. 
The majority of the Colonial Government purchases 
behaved in this way, and in despair they invited the 
Chief Veterinary Officer of the Civil Department 
(Dr. Hutcheon) to give them an opinion as to the 
best method of dealing with them. His opinion was 
that the only possible source of profit would lie in 
the Government buying 100 pigs and feeding them 
on the horses ! This experiment is worth remem¬ 
bering, for the Government which bought these 
horses as a speculation had no intention of wasting 
public funds, but believed the investment to be a 
sound financial proceeding. 

OUTBREAK OF CATTLE PLAGUE. 

For some time in this nistory no reference has 
been made to cattle diseases; this, however, does 
not signify that the outbreaks of pleuro-pneumonia 
so frequently referred to at the earlier part of the 
war, no longer occurred. During the entire period 
which has been under review, pleuro-pneumonia 
and redwater were practically never absent, though 
by means of inoculation the former was kopt under 
control. 

We are now compelled to bring cattle disease 
under notice, as during 1901 the most dreaded of 
all plagues, “ rinderpest,” appeared during the 
height of the military operations previously record¬ 
ed. It is not known how the disease became intro¬ 
duced. There is reason to believe that isolated 
cases existed in 1900. At p. 93 there is a note that 
as early as July, 1900, a disease which could not he 
distinguished from it was seen on the Zeerust road, 
among cattle brought in from Bechuanaland, and 
there were post-mortem examinations hold in Pre¬ 
toria in August of the same year, which were 
possibly cases of tho disease. On 3rd March, 1901, 
cattle plague was reported in German S.W. Africa, 
000 miles north of the Orange River. The fords 


over this river were accordingly occupied to prevent 
cattle crossing. On 22nd April there were rumours 
of the disease in the vicinity of Mafeking ; a month 
later it was reported at Ladybrand in the Free 
State, and on 6th August it was notified at Aliwal 
North, in Cape Colony. These latter cases were 
seen by expert officers of the Civil Veterinary 
Department of the Cape, who already had vast 
experience of the disease, so that the diagnosis was 
no longer doubtful. The anxiety which this out¬ 
break occasioned was confined to the veterinary 
authorities ; the military had seen too much of 
cattle disease to realise the gravity of the new 
trouble, and it was only with the greatest difficulty 
that auy measures could bo locally adopted to 
control the outbreak. Such measures are more 
than difficult in time of peace; in war they are 
quite impossible. It is obviously impossible to re¬ 
cast at a moment’s notice the transport arrange¬ 
ments for troops in the Field, yet on the cessation 
of all such movements, together with isolation of 
contacts and destruction of affected, the control of 
the trouble depends. 

By 15th August, 28 cases of the disease had 
occurred at Aliwal North, and others were reported 
15 miles away. At this time there were 8009 
Government oxen belonging to the Cape Transport 
Service, while the total number engaged in military 
operations throughout the area of the war was no 
less than 95,700. By 2Gth August 1000 cattle had 
beeu inoculated with bile against tbe disease at Aliwal 
under arrangements made with the Civil Govern¬ 
ment of the Cape, who started a bile station, but the 
disease was increasing; by this date 149 cases had 
occurred in Aliwal. At the end of the month the 
disease had reached native territory in the Transkei, 
due to loot cattle having been sent there for sale by 
the military authorities, in spite of the warnings 
which had been issued and the recommendations 
made. It may at once be said that in this matter 
of tho movement of cattle, some Staff Officers 
charged with Transport duties could not be 
made to understand the extraordinary gravity 
of the disease ; they had seen too much sick¬ 
ness among stock to attach importance to it, and 
were known to take local advice from the in¬ 
habitants instead of being guided by expert 
opinion. Tho spread of cattle plague in Cape 
Colony, and throughout the area of the war, was 
regarded by the rebel population as a blessing. It 
might bring the war to a close when other measures 
failed; oven those not rebellious saw in it a pros¬ 
pect of material advantage, for the price of cattle 
would rise, while the unemployed, with some know¬ 
ledge of the previous outbreak in the Colony, saw 
prospective employment as inoculators, and in other 
ways. ° On 14th September the disease had ap¬ 
peared far away on the west of the Colony at 
Kimberley; by the 25th the animals were dying 
faster than two veterinary officers (C.V.S’s. E. R. 


* A man in military employment, an authorised inocula 
tor, was found in 1002 to have sold bile at £10 a bottle ! 
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Edwards I and Jelbart, now Capt. A.V.C.) could 
collect the bile. This outbreak was believed to bo 
due to rinderpest stock being introduced among 
Government cattle by the enemy. The disease was 
also being spread, not only by military movements but 
by the traffic in bile for inoculation. A trader was 
convicted of having sold a few ounces for several 
pounds sterling, though the traffic in rinderpest 
bile was illegal. Wherever that man went with bis 
bile a focus of infection was established. In spite 
of the extension of the disease it seemed impossible 
to impress the Transport Military Authorities with 
the gravity of affairs. Cattle from the Kimberley 
district were actually under orders to proceed to 
Malmesbury, close to Cape Town, a clean district 
900 miles away, at a time when no less than 
2000 cases of the disease had occurred in the 
Kimberley district. At Kimberley laymen had 
been provided with bilo by the Transport authori¬ 
ties to inoculate cattle in a clean area! Again, 
local unskilled advice was acted upon, and even 
a Dutchman proposed to be placed in charge of a 
bile station! Dr. Hutcheon, theP.V.O. of the Civil 
Veterinary Department of the Cape, had warned the 
military veterinary authorities of the danger of using 
pure bile for inoculation, and the substitution of 
glycerinated. This warning had not been disregarded 
in the Cape excepting by lay authority. The danger 
of a little knowledge was very evident. A Trans¬ 
port officer at a large centre, learning that bile 
gave protection, did not realise that it was purely 
temporary, but believed that the animals so inocu¬ 
lated were “ salted,” and accordingly of greatly 
increased value. Animals so protected (?) were sent 
out with Columns and moved up and down the 
line, as it was believed they were safe. 

By the end of October cattle plague had spread 
far north of Kimberley, in fact, even north of 
Mafeking, close to Khodesia. 

While all this was occurring the plague had gained 
ground elsewhere. In the Orange Free State it 
rapidly spread north and south from Lady brand, 
through the movement of Columns. In the Trans¬ 
vaal both the west and the north wore infected by 
the same means. In fact the whole area of the war 
was contaminated. 

It can be safely said, so far as Cape Colony 
is concerned, that there were extensions of the 
disease, due to movements of cattle, which need 
not have occurred had attention been paid to 
the elementary principles of prevention urged 
by the veterinary service. The ignorant Trans¬ 
port conductor, often a Dutchman, the irresponsi¬ 
ble advice of casual acquaintances among the civil 
population, and the prejudice of those who hoped 
to make something out of it, more often fitted 
in with the pre conceived notions of the Transport 
Staff, and were adopted accordingly. Nor was this 
confined to Cape Colony. The Transport Depart¬ 
ment at Pretoria was responsible for the spread of 
disease by means of loot and other stock they 

t Now Board of Agriculture. 


wished to dispose of or move—movements wholly 
unconnected with military operations, and which, 
therefore, were not of an urgent, or at any rate, 
imperative nature. Nothing in the above remarks 
applies to military tactical movements ; the whole is 
directed against movements which were not connect¬ 
ed with theoperations in hand, and generally amongst 
that class of cattle most liable to convey infection, 
i.c.., loot and impoverished stock. They are further 
directed against the unauthorised inoculation of 
healthy cattle with pure bile, and the utter, and 
sometimes wilful, disregard of veterinary advice by 
some members of the Transport Service. 

It takes three months to prepare cattle plague 
serum; before the end of 1901 serum stations 
had been established at Aliwal North, Kimberley 
and Pretoria. A largo bile station was also 
formed in the Free State near the focus of infection. 
From December the control of the disease became 
possible. The machinery employed will be dealt 
with in Part III., but without the skilled assistance 
of the Civil Veterinary Department of the Cape 
under Dr. Hutcheon and Mr. Borthwick, and of 
Drs. Turner and Theiler in the Veterinary Labora¬ 
tory at Pretoria, it would have been impossible to 
deal with this scourge, which, bo it remembered, 
was actually fought and controlled in the middle of 
active operations. This, indeed, is a record, and a 
triumph of science; it is the highest tribute which 
can be paid to the genius of Professor Koch. 

In the following table the strength in round 
numbers from March to December, 1901, of the 
transport oxen in South Africa is given, together 
with the number of casualties. To appreciate the 
difficulties of dealing with such a disease as rinder¬ 
pest in war, it must be remembered that the 
thousands of animals representing the monthly 
strength of the transport, were more or less con- 


stantly on the move. 

Strength 

Deaths 

March 

G6,G00 

? 

April 

76,400 

1800 

May 

85,800 

3700 

June 

96,900 

7800 

July 

96,000 

10,700 

August 

95,700 

16,200 

September 

86,700 

16,300 

October 

78,500 

14,500 

November 

73,000 

9700 

December 

71,200 

9000 


Tbese strengths are of military transport only, the 
property of the public, and do not include the pro¬ 
tection or loot stock, which at times, together with 
sheep, rose as high as 200,000. These animals, as 
will be explained in Part III., were placed on various 
farms throughout the area of hostilities, some eighty 
places being selected for their accommodation. 
The mortality amongst this class will never be 
known. 

Over 8% of the transport oxen were dying in June, 
mainly for want of food, from exposure during mid¬ 
winter, and pleuro-pueumonia. In July the death 
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rate was over 11%. In August, when rinderpest! 
had a firm hold everywhere, 16,200 animals died,, 
nearly 17% of the strength; rather more died in 
September, or roughly 18% ; in October it was 17%, 
and in November and December, at which time an 
impression had been made on the disease, the 
mortality fell to under 12%. These appalling 
figures give some notion of the severity of the out¬ 
break, and the additional work and responsibility 
cast upon an already over-burdened and small 
veterinary staff. 

During the time we are speaking of, and later, 
not for one moment was the military position 
altered by the animal plague which had broken out.*, 


* The Commander-in-Chief in his despatch of 3rd Dec., 
1901, refers to the military operations of 8th Sept.-8th Oct. 
being somewhat impeded by the prevalence of cattle plague. 
He adds that the disease was spreading, likely to make itself 
felt in every district and to cause great loss. To counteract 
this, he refers to the measures for inoculation which, by 


! Columns still kept the field, the enemy was pushed 
, and pressed, and the disease in this way carried 
broadcast over the land. There must have been 
many animals surviving from the last outbreak whose 
immunity was still secure, and there were thousands 
inoculated. The whole of the transport and loot 
stock, the latter numbering tens of thousands of 
animals, were protected, the bulk of this work in 
the Transvaal and Free State being carried out 
under the supervision of Lt.-Colonel Flintoff and 
Major Sharp, A.V.D. The special work of the 
latter officer will be brought to notice in Part III. 

throwing the animalB out of work for a week or two, con¬ 
siderably reduced the efficiency of the ox transport for at 
least a mouth. In his despatch of the 8th Dec., he says 
that rinderpest is still raging, but that the process of inocu¬ 
lation and the care taken of uninfected animals have com¬ 
bined to prevent the movements of the troops from being 
seriously interfered with. In the above despatch he adds 
that " the successful coping with the disease has surprised 
the old inhabitants of the country.” 
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ORANGE FREE STATE. 

Operations in the South and West. 

January-Fkbruart, 1902. 

The last reference to fighting in the Southern 
Free State was made at p. 174. The operations 
continued to be of the “ clearing ” character, and 
later, C. Knox, who still commanded in the south, 
“ drove ” up the eastern side on to the block-house 
line Thabanchu-Ladybrand, but hardly a living 
thing was met. This observation shows how 
rinderpest was spread by the movements of 
Columns, for it was through this area it had 
travelled from Ladybrand to the Orange Kiver. 
Meanwhile, matters on the south-western side of 
the Free State had suddenly become very active, 
and Rochefort’s five columns were sent back (p. 174) 
and raided between Philippolis and the Modder 
River, though not always with success. The trans¬ 
port of one of his columns was captured and 
entirely destroyed on 25th December, * and another 
column, that of Du Moulin, was attacked on the 
night of 27th January, the camp “ rushed,” all the 
horses, 91 in number, lost by fire, together with 120 
mules. The losses among the men were correspond¬ 
ingly heavy, and included their gallant leader. 

Early in February Rochefort went north from 
Fauresmith to Boshof, and there combined with 
Sitwell. The latter had an independent column 
which raided Griqualand. On 13th January it had 
a sharp encounter with the enemy 80 miles east of 
the Modder River, and suffered many casualties. 
On 5th February it reached Kimberley, and on 16th 
was again engaged, with many casualities. Roche¬ 
fort’s journey north was due to this, but the opposi¬ 
tion disappeared. 

Operations in the North-East Free State. 

Elliot’s Big Drives. 

January-March, 1902. 

We last saw Elliot’s force at Lindley in December, 
p.177, replenishing after the vain effort to obtain 
touch with De Wet subsequent to Tweefontein. 
Elliott was out again in the course of a day or two 
scouring the oft-travelled road to Reitz; then north 
towards theVaal to the block-house line ; then back 

* The “Official History,” vol. iv., p.430, records that 
three of the native drivers of the transport were shot in cold 
blood. Some of the prisoners were stripped naked and 
compelled to walk in this plight more than 30 miles across 
the burning veldt. Such punishment has to be witnessed 
to be realized. It was Midsummer, and the sun acts as a 
cautery on those parts of the body which are always 
protected. 
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south through the Liebonberg’s Ylei. There was 
no sign of the enemy, and Lindley was again made 
for, as the troops by now were on reduced rations. 
He arrived there on 4th January, having covered 60 
milesthat day,and, in five days marching, had travel¬ 
led nearly 250 miles. Particular attention is drawn 
to this remarkable marching, which, as the “ Official 
History ” remarks,j- is “a feat which the most 
brilliant rewards have seldom been able to extract 
from troops, especially under service conditions ol 
such rigour.” These marches were not performed 
by a handful of picked men, but by a mass nearly 
5000 strong. Fifty miles a day for five successive 
days ! Supposing that the Cavalry Division under 
French, which left Ramdam in February, 1000, had 
been composed of conditioned well-fed horses, what 
might it not have effected? Elliot’s losses from 
exhaustion in these marches are unknown, they 
were doubtless heavy. The marches stand out as 
the most remarkable distance rides under service 
conditions ever executed by a large body of mounted 
troops, the difficulties being intensified by an African 
midsummer. Elliot was a good horsemaster; his 
| subordinate Commanders included men who not 
I only understood this art, but also that of living on 
an enemy’s country. 

After only two days’ rest for his tired men and 
horses he once more left Lindley owing to the 
presence of De Wet, who was moving west to cross 
| the line. The following day, the 8th, De Lisle and 
Fanshawe came in contact with the enemy; by 
i means of a 50-mile march they retained it, and 
| compelled De Wet to fall back to the east. 

Everything now’ depended on keeping De Wet on 
the move. Elliot’s force required a rest. Byng, 
who had been resting close to Lindley now moved 
on Reitz, and was joined by two other columns, 

; Garratt’s and Dunlop’s, returning from block-houso 
line construction. By 20th January these w’ere 
massed, and drove up and down the Lichen berg’s 
Ylei, but with no success. Four more columns now 
appeared: Barker from Winburg, Dawkins from 
Harrismith, Rawdinson from Standerton, and 
Rimington from Frankfort. Elliot, in the course of 
a day or two, was rested and able to move, and the 
whole mass of columns swept south-east towards 
the Harrismith-Bethlehem block-houses, Byng 
being left behind near Reitz. 

De Wet all this timo was within the area 
traversed by the troops, and on 1st Feb. intended 
to move south in the direction of Winburg out of 
the block-house area. He issued instructions for 
his Commandos to assemble between Heilbron and 
Reitz, and a Commando near Byng, in endeavouring 

f Vol. iv., p 399. 
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to carry out its orders was attacked with vigour, 
and the guns taken at Tweefontein re-captured. 
Meanwhile another drive was being organised, and 
Do Wet and his following wore to be driven west by 
the forces now near Harrismith. Accordingly, the 
mass then turned about and first deployed along 
Liebenberg’s Ylei for fifty miles, then faced west. 
On the night of 5th Fob., 9000 men were covering 
a lino 80 miles in length ; * their duty now was to 
maintain this line day and night “ over country 
which was often broken by intricate hills and 
screened by rushing torrents,” constituting “ a feat 
of discipline, endurance and skill, which, as far as we 
know, is unparalleled in the history of war.” | The 
railway was 50 miles away, and the time to be 
occupied in searching and driving this strip of 
country was three days and two nights. The 
ends of the driving line rested on block-house lines, 
and were supported by oilier columns which were 
to “ cut in ” as the gigantic crescentic line of horse¬ 
men advanced. The railway block-house line had 
been strengthened by additional infantry, seven 
armoured trains patrolled it, converting night into 
day by their search lights, and a battalion of 
Mounted Infantry lay available to gallop to any 
point at a moment's notice. 

The skill required in bringing this extraordinary 
military engine into effective being shows what good 
staff work is capable of effecting. Not only had 
this mass of horses to be assembled and then 
spread out so that contact from one end of the line 
to the other was never lost, but man and horse had 
to be fed as they stood in line, and the food supply 
to be on the spot exactly whore required. 

De Wet and his following of 1800 were in the 
net; he was accurately informed from without by 
heliograph of all movements, and his openly 
expressed contempt for block-house lines was about 
to be tested. He directed his men to break out 
where they could. He determined to rush the 
block-house line. The cordon which surrounded 
him and his stalwarts on the morning of 6th Janu¬ 
ary consisted of 300 block-houses, seven armoured 
trains, and 17,000 men, ] “ not one of whom was to 
be off duty for three days and two nights. || 

De Wet with 700 men marched south on the 6th 
while it was light, and by midnight had reached 
the wire fence of the south (lateral) line of block¬ 
houses without arousing suspicion. The pitch dark 
night served him well; the wires were cut and his 
whole force was across without the inmates of the 
block-houses being aware. He was followed by 600 
head of cattle which rushed the fence and drew fire 
with but little loss. He continued his march for 
40 miles and reached the Doornberg. The northern 
(lateral) line of block-houses was burst through by 

* Roughly the distance from London to Peterborough. 

1 “ Times History,” vol. v., p.471. 

I ‘‘Times History,” vol. v., p.478. 

li Among Rimington’a other instructions to his Column 
appears the following:—‘‘Every man from the Brigadier 
to the last native to be on duty, and to act as sentry for one 
third of the night.” 


another party who suffered some loss. Meanwhile, 
on the morning of the 7th, the vast line swept 
forward towards the railway line of block-houses ; 
as the day wore on the excitement increased, for 
many of the enemy were known to be in the 
cordon. As night approached “Precautions weie 
redoubled; every obstacle that ingenuity could 
invent was improvised; the last reserves of 
ammunition were distributed and their lavish use 
enjoined; scarcely a soul slept. All night long with¬ 
out intermission the rifles crackled up and down the 
line; all night long the searchlights of the armoured 
trains could be seen to the north and west flashing 
broad white beams over the dark veldt; and all 
night long, outnumbered by forty or fifty to one, 
the peasants of this indomitable district scoured the 
deadly cordon searching for a hole or cranny of 
escape, their dark figures silhouetted against the 
glare of the searchlights.”* By the evening of the 
8bh the total killed, wounded or prisoners numbered 
286, but, as wo have seen, De Wet was not amongst 
them. 

Elliot’s Second Drive, 
Langverwacht. 

February 13th to 27th. 

The first drive was barely over when preparations 
for another on a much larger scale were made. In 
the first operations only the centre of the North¬ 
east Free State had been swept from east to west. 
The circumference was now to be dealt with. The 
North-east Free State is an irregular square bounded 
on the east by the Drakensberg, on the west by the 
block-housed Free State Bailway, and on the north 
by the Yaal. In the present operations a portion 
of the Transvaal was included, so that the north 
line was the block-housed railway running from 
Johannesburg to Natal. The southern line of the 
square was the block-house line running from 
Kroonstad to the Drakensberg. The first move¬ 
ment was to occur south of the block-houses, as far, 
indeed, as the Doornberg close to Senekal, whither 
De Wet had proceeded. The space to be swept was 
340 miles in length, and varied from 50 to 60 miles 
in width. Three sides of the square had to be 
dealt with, swept from opposite corners simulta¬ 
neously by a northern and southern group of 
columns. The southern group having reached 
Harrismith was to line up almost due north and 
south, and hold the 65 miles of the Wilge Biver 
lying between a point 20 miles south-east of Frank¬ 
fort and Harrismith. The northern group of 
columns sweeping from the Free State-Johannes¬ 
burg Bail way, on both banks of the Vaal, was to 
travel east until a point 20 miles south-east of 
Frankfort had been reached, when the whole line of 
troops, now 35 miles long, would wheel south, still 
hugging the Natal Bailway up to Paardekop, where 
additional troops were to join owing to the in¬ 
creasing length of the line. The enemy should 

* “ Times History,” vol. v., p.480. 
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now be contained between the Drakensberg on the 
east, Elliot and the Wilge on the west, and kept in 
this area by the southern line of block-houses from 
Harrismith to Van Keenan’s Pass, while the 
“northern group of columns drove them south on to 
this block-housed line. The latter was temporarily 
strengthened by six columns and all the permanent 
troops of the district that could bo placed in position. 
These details are necessary if we are to understand 
what was expected from the animals, on whose 
efforts success depended. 

The movement began on 14th Feb., the troops 
having been given a few days’ rest after the first 
drive. In fourteen days the operations were to he 
completed. The bulk of the work fell to the 
northern group of columns, represented by Riming- 
ton, Byng, Rawlinson, and later, Dixon from Paarde- 
kop. The southern group under Elliot consisted of 
De Lisle, Fanshawe, Holmes, Marshall, Lawley, 
and Du Cane, the two latter being fresh columns. 
There is nothing to record of the movements of 
this vast and complex machine between the 14th 
and 23rd February. Meanwhile, De Wet, who had 
retired to the Doornberg after the first drive, had 
actually re-crossed the block-house line—with 
loss—and deliberately placed himself within the 
area cleared by the first drive. The group of 
southern columns lining upon the Wilge drove him 
and his force in the direction of Reitz, and here he 
met President Steyn. “ The two watched for a 
time the oncoming of the tide of troops which 
lapped without a break over every horizon. Soon 
they had to be gone, for Elliot was hearing down 
on the Wilge. On February 22nd they sidled away 
up the Cornelis River with eyes on every side, falling 
in continually with groups of burghers who were 
flying in all directions from onodanger to another.” y 
De Wet, who was now enclosed, determined to 
break out to the north, and with President Steyn 
and 800 men they forced the cordon of troops on 
the night of 23rd of February at Ivalkrans on the 
Hoi Spruit, at a weak point between the columns 
of Rimington and Byng. The action is known as 
Langvcnvacht. The enemy charged through the 
thin line, rolled it up from end to end sufficiently 
widely for their purpose, and under a desperate fire 
the whole mass of 700 men, the Government with 
De Wet and Steyn, and led horses, got through. 
They inflicted severe loss on the 7th New Zoaland 
M.I., who lost 58 killed and wounded, while 80 
horses belonging to the enemy were lost. De Wet 
lost everything in the way of transport and cattle. 
On 27th, the last day of the drive, 778 prisoners, 50 
of the enemy killed, 25,000 cattlo and 2000 horses 
were the total result of an operation which will 
always be remarkable in military annals. 

Elliot’s Third Drive, 

March 4th to 13tii. 

Three days after the operations last described a 
further elaborate drive was projected from the 

* “ Official History,” vol. iv., p. 42<;. 


point where the various columns had now been 
brought together. Elliot with nine columns, total 
10,000 horses, was to sweep north on a front of 30 
miles in a reverse direction to that traversed by 
the northern group of columns during the last 
operations, until he reached the Frankfort-Botha 
Pass block-house line. The other and smaller 
sections of the force, consisting of 5500 horses, were 
to march north-west across Elliot’s rear and form 
an oblique line 30 miles long, the left end of which 
was to rest on Lindley. The second stage in the 
operations was for Elliot’s northern force, now on 
the block-house lino, to turn about and wheel to its 
right, so that it came into line with the southern 
force still resting with its extreme left on Lindley. 
The combined forces were then to advance west¬ 
ward in one long line, Lindley-Frankfort, and close 
in on tho railway. Elliot started north on 4th 
March, and reached his first position on 8th. The 
southern column started on the 5th. On the 10th 
the two forces, now in the second position, moved 
westward in one long line across the north-east 
Free State towards the railway. The drive was 
over on the 13th, and the results were very poor. 
As early as 5th March De Wet had escaped west¬ 
ward across the railway line, and was now on the 
opposite side of the Free State. He rushed three 
block-house lines with hut little loss. In front of 
the driving line on the 10th was one Commando 
which, on a front of 00 yards, deliberately charged 
the block-house lino, trampled it down and escaped. 
During the above operations four columns dropped 
out, being withdrawn during the first stage to 
strengthen the Western Transvaal forces in a series 
of disasters yet to he considered. 

At the end of the drive, Rawlinson’s force was 
withdrawn to join with Basing’s column from the 
North-west Free State in search of Do Wet. Owing 
to wet weather it had a very bad t ime after crossing 
the railway, and found itself at Klerksdorp on 21st 
March without learning any tiling of the fugitive. 

WES TE UN Til A NS \ \ 1 A L . 

YZKRSl’RriT, Tweerosoh. 

Fkihu'ary—March, 3902. 

We have reached a point in this history wlion 
tho military operations have undergone a very 
great change. We have traced them from the time 
when battles extended over miles, and the backbone 
of every operation ultimately rested with the 
infantry. We have seen how the army became 
transformed from one on its feet to one which was 
mounted, and some of the difficulties attending so 
radical a change have been drawn attention to in 
connection with horse wastage. We have watched 
the operations become so altered in character that, 
instead of employing vast bodies of men, numeious 
almost microscopic forces were the only means of 
coping with the situation, and finally the employ¬ 
ment of hordes of mounted men literally sweeping 
a Rub-Continent in a long thin line. With the 


212 


A Veterinary History of 


Supplement to The 
Veterinary Record. 


enemy the educative influence of these changes was 
not neglected. Side by side there grew up in him one 
equally great; ho no longer clung to cover or waited 
to he attacked, hut showed himself with boldness 
and attacked when it suited his case. Long months 
of campaigning had given him the confidence which 
ho at first lacked. Mobility he never lost. We 
have now to see the highest expression of the 
chango in his tactics, the resolute attack of large 
masses advancing at a fast pace and distracting 
their enemy by firo from the saddle, and impetu- 
otisly riding over them. 

Lvery one of the tactical changes evolved during 
the campaign found its reflex in the altered condi¬ 
tions under which the animals had to serve. It 
began with a sudden and enormous increase in 
mounted riflemen untrained to the care of animals. 
Next followed changes in the artillery, fewer horses 
being required as guns wore reduced in number. 
Then mobile columns came into play, adding vastly 
to the number of animals and to the casualties. 
Later their complement, the block-houses which, by 
protecting transport, enabled the services of the 
slower moving ox to bo more fully utilised, though 
later the ravages of rinderpest had seriously affected 
this admirable source of energy. 

The impressive drives wore down vast numbers 
of animals by tho enormous distances covered, 
while the night raids proved their salvation by 
allowing tho day for feeding and rest. We are now 
at a period when tho day and the night were both 
utilised for mounted operations of almost unparallel¬ 
ed magnitude. Tho horse had once more fallen onevil 
days, and the unmanageable numbers of sick which 
resulted, looked at first sight as if the veterinary 
service had learned nothing from over two years 
experience in the field. It will, however, be shown 
that tho sick resulted from neglect of the elementary 
fact that horses require time for both food and rest. 
Though men are saved great physical exertion by 
being mounted, tho greater mobility given them 
does not decrease tho period required by the horse 
for feeding and recuperation. 

We last saw tho Western Transvaal in January, 
(p. 1 S2), where, for the three previous months owing 
to the activities in the Eastern Transvaal, Orange 
Woo State, and Cape Colony, but few columns had 
been operating in this area. It suited the tactics of 
the enemy to hurst out and die down, apparently 
remaining extinguished, but in reality only resting 
men and horses for fresh efforts later on. The 
burgher became as weary of Commando as his 
opponent-did of Columns. The one, however, could 
dissolve at will and rest securelv, while the other 
was kept continuously at work, passing in a day and 
a night from one theatre of war where his presence 
was no longer required, to a distant one where the 
smouldering fine had broken out afresh. Men and 
horses grow stale under the conditions of continuous 
warfare The rhm and dash of the enemy during 
the latter stages of the campaign were due to the 
beneficial effects of rest on both mm and horses. 


For five months matters had been relatively very 
quiet in the Western Transvaal, and opportunity was 
taken to push on with the construction of block¬ 
house lines. The latter, in the Western Trans¬ 
vaal, were not so numerous as elsewhere. Pretoria 
and west for 60 miles was enclosed in a wire fence. 
Johannesburg, Krugersdorp, Frederickstaad, Potch- 
efstroom, Klerksdorp and Vereeniging lay within 
another fence. Mafeking, Lichtenburg, Wolrnar- 
anstad and Vryburg were points in the circum¬ 
ference of an immense area surrounded by wire, but 
not sub-divided as had been found necessary in the 
case of the North-east Free State and the Eastern 
Transvaal. Practically the whole northern portion 
of the Western Transvaal was untouched by fencing. 
The great tilting ground of Methuen and De la 
Key, lying between Mafeking and Eustenburg, still 
lay exposed. The scene of all the subsequent 
operations in the Western Transvaal was confined 
to its southern end lying between Lichtenburg in 
the north, to the Vaal on the south, and from 
Klerksdorp on the east to Vryburg on the west, 
roughly a square with sides of 120 miles. 

In the early days of February Methuen left the 
Field. For two years he had been incessantly 
marching, during which time he had covered some 
thousands of miles.* The command of the 
Column now fell to Colonel Von Donop, whose 
orders were to occupy Wolmaranstad, and using 
this as a base operate in the surrounding district. 
Wolmaranstad had to be supplied from Frederick- 
staad, fifty miles away, and no difficulties were 
encountered with the first Supply Column which 
left early in February. 

The second Convoy left for Frederickstaad on 
25th February, it consisted of 145 mules and 6 ox 
waggons, with an escort of 480 men, of whom 250 
were mounted. On the morning of 25th Feb., the 
convoy was within fifteen miles of its destination, 
and had started before dawn with four waggons 
abreast so as to reduce its length. At this moment 
it was surrounded by a powerful Commando under 
De la Key, who developed the attack at Yzcrspruit 
by a volley in the face of the Column, which sent 
panic-stricken mules to the rear ; but the rear was 
simultaneously attacked, and from both ends a fine 
defence was made. The enemy, employing the 
charging tactics, came up over and over again only 
to be beaten off. But the next stage of De la Key s 
scheme had yet to be carried out; he had arranged 
for a third Commando to strike the flank of the 
Column, and after some delay it rode up and 
delivered its attack at the gallop, hut was driven 
off. For two hours longer did the Column hold 
out, until ammunition failed; 187 men were killed 
or wounded, 170 horses and 1450 mules killed or 
captured, and 2 guns lost. 


| * The late Major Crow, A.Y.l)., accompanied him in all 

his marches as S.Y.O., nnHl retired for ape early in 190*2. 
| Like his chief he ne\er tired 
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Eekewich was on his way to Klerksdorp, together 
with Hickie’s (now Grenfell’s) force, when, at 
Hartebeestfontein on 25th, he heard of the loss of 
Von Donop’s Convoy. He at once made for 
Wolmaranstad, which he reached on 28th. He was 
there joined by Yeomanry sent out from Klerks¬ 
dorp. A Plying Column under Grenfell, 1823 
horses, was also sent north to look for De la Roy. 
Kekewich evacuated Wolmaranstad and arrived at 
Klerksdorp on 4th March, and Grenfell after a fruit¬ 
less search returned to Klerksdorp on the same date. 

Lord Methuen at Vryburg, hearing of the 
disaster to part of his late Column, at once organ¬ 
ised a force to attack De la Rey. In view of what 
occurred, it may be well to say that the force he 
scraped and raked together was a mixture from 
fourteen different units, and consisted of Paris’ 
“ Kimberley Column ” (which we have not met 
with since the invasion of the Colony by De Wet), 
together with whatever could be laid hands on, the 
force eventually numbering 1200, of which 890 
were mounted troops, mainly untrained Yeomanry. 
Attached to Paris’Column was a Mobile Field Veteri¬ 
nary Hospital under Civil Veterinary Surgeon D. T. 
Tamblyn. 0 Methuen left Vryburg on 2nd March, 
travelling north-east through a badly watered part 
of the Transvaal, and made for a point ten miles 
south of Wolmaranstad, where he expected the 
Column under Grenfell to meet him. On the 6th 
March, Methuen had arrived at his camp at 
Tweeboscli , lying in the angle formed by the Great 
and Little Hartz River. He was still 25 miles 
south of his objective, and, though he did not know 
it, Grenfell was 36 miles south-east of him. Between 
Grenfell and Methuen was De la Rey with a power¬ 
ful Commando. 

On Jan. 7th Methuen’s Column moved forward, 
the transport being in front (the ox before the mule 
in order to regulate the pace). An attack from the 
rear was expected, Methuen having been warned 
the previous day that De la Rey was in the vicinity. 
It was still dark, and for two hours the slowly 
moving mass crawled along. Behind was De la 
Rey with 2000 men, probably the pick of the 
Federal Forces, following stealthily in its tracks, 
and waiting for the first streak of dawn. At 5 a.m. 
a crash of musketry burst on the rear and flanks of 
the Column, the ox waggons were halted, and the 
mule waggons directed to close up, but the majority 
dashing ahead passed the ox convoy and went 
racing over the level and unbroken veldt away to 
the north. Nor was this the only panic ; the bulk 
of the mounted troops guarding the flanks and rear 
also galloped forward and deserted the guns and 
CDnvoy, f and the enemy galloping down in their 
new style poured a terrific fire into the mass from 
both sides. The gunners who had opened fire were 
ridden down and destroyed to a man. Around the 

* A Canadian Graduate, now Dept, of Agric., Canada. 

f “ Of the panic of the majority of the mounted troops, 
lick of training, insufficiency and inexperience of officers, 
and above all the heterogenous nature of their composition 
were the main causes.”—“ Official History,” vol. iv., p.420. 


ox waggons Methuen placed his infantry, and for 
two hours these sustained an unequal combat under 
the inspiring influence of their General. Another 
small portion of the force, composed of stalwarts, 
took up a position under Paris in a Kraal about a 
mile ahead. The fight raged at point blank range, 
and when the Northumberland Fusiliers ran short 
of ammunition, an unknown man, * bearing a 
charmed life, made several trips with boxes of 
ammunition from the waggons, and distributed it 
along the bullet-swept line. It was Civil Veterinary 
Surgeon Tamblyn. + The party of forty in the kraal 
fought on after the Convoy had succumbed, and 
nothing but field guns compelled them to yield, 
their defences being knocked to pieces by shell fire. 
In five hours nothing remained of this Column but 
the killed, wounded, and prisoners (68 dead, 132 
wounded), 240 horses were also killed and wounded. 

Then followed acts of murder which had become 
all too common ; native drivers were shot, and the 
whole Indian and Kaffir establishment of the Field 
Veterinary Hospital were butchered. One Farrier 
Sergeant of Indian Native Cavalry and two Indian 
Veterinary Assistants (men carrying no arms) were 
ruthlessly shot dead after the surrender, and nine 
Hospital Kaffirs were either killed in action or 
murdered later. J 

We have entered more fully than usual into the 
account of this disaster, not only from its intrinsic 
interest to the veterinary service, but also from the 
fact that it created a feeling well nigh to consterna¬ 
tion, and determined the Commander-in-Chief to 
concentrate his forces in the Western Transvaal in 
order to exact reprisals. Henceforth, Klerksdorp 
was to be the busiest place in any theatre of the 
war; the action of Tweebosch had shifted the 
whole centre of gravity of the campaign. 

Grenfell knew nothing of the disaster at Twee¬ 
bosch until the following day; he then fell back on 
Lichtenburg in case the garrison there should suffer 
the same fate. But De la Rey went south and met 
Steyn and De Wet (w r ho had just passed through 
the ordeal related at p.211) at a point between 
Wolmaranstad and Klerksdorp. 

* See Standard, 14th April, 1902, whose correspondent 
describes this gallant act as being performed by a ‘‘ veteri¬ 
nary snrgeon whose name I failed to gather.” 

f Had this action been successful, it can hardly be 
doubted that C.V.S. Tamblyn’s devotion would have been 
suitably rewarded. Two horses were killed under him early 
in the fight, and he was captured but escaped, to be again 
taken at the surrender. 

\ General De la Rey, the most chivalrous of foes, was in no 
way responsible for these acts of murder. His young men 
were the offenders, and it was impossible for him to be in 
all parts of the field at the same moment. That he knew 
of the tendency is certain, for the “Times History,” vol. v., 
p.507, records the fact that he flogged several of his men 
for rough treatment of prisoners captured at Yzer Spruit. 
It also states that while he was talking to Methuen, who 
was then lying severely wounded, a burgher began to 
remove the gaiter from the unwounded leg under the eye of 
De la itey, who personally and forcibly intervened. We 
have also seen, at p. 180 of this History, what occurred at 
Kleinfontein at the hands of the same men. 
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ORANGE FREE STATE. 

Operations Marcii-Afril, 1902. 

Elliot’s Further Drives. 

The drive by Elliot obliquely across the Free 
State which terminated on 11th March was not the 
last, in spite of its relative unproductiveness. Five 
columns, Elliot, Barker, Garret, Rimington and 
Nixon, containing 12,000 horses, were to sweep 
across the Free State from west to east in one long 
line, each end touching the block-house lines, which 
were fifty miles apart. The movement was to be 
deliberate, and there were no long marches. The 
operations after passing the Liebensberg Vlei— 
which is the long central gutter of the north-east Free 
State lying between Frankfort and Bethlehem— 
were to depart from the usual programme. A force 
was to go ahead, followed by a second, these were 
to do the needful pounding, while a third in the 
rear was to act as a net, and prevent all escape by 
closing in up to the Drakensberg and compelling 
fight or capture. 

As early as the sixth day after the previous drive 
the troops were getting into position, a very short 
rest for leg-weary horses, and the general operations 
started on the 19th March. The advance was 
made from the line Ileilbron-Doorncloof, points 
nearly forty miles apart. Ileavy rain night and day 
did not promise well for the conditions likely to be 
met with at the foot of the Drakensberg Water¬ 
shed, which was 100 miles away, and where the 
operations were to terminate. By the 26th March 
all but one of the columns was lying between the 
liebensberg Ylei and the Wilge River, now both 
roaring torrents. No means existed for bridging 
the river. The one column on the eastern hank 
of the Wilje could not advance without support, 
and moreover could get no food until supplies 
l eached them by improvised raft on the 28th. The 
condition of the horses during this time was seriously 
affected. Rain and cold on empty stomachs made 
many victims. The Wilge did not fall until 1st 
April; in the meantime the enemy had had four 
days in which to scatter. The passage of the 
river was mainly by swimming, while the transport 
had to go miles out of its way to cross by the few 
existing bridges. On the 2nd April it was known, 
that the enemy intended to break through the’ 
cordon that night. It was pitch dark and raining, 
and for some hours before midnight hoof sounds 
were heard which drew fire ; to patrol was impossi¬ 
ble. A wire fence ran along the front of the line. 
“ Suddenly at 1 a.m. two trumpets rang out close in 
front of the line, and immediately after a mob of 
mingled Boers and cattle burst against the wires 
and endeavoured to force a breach. The stout 
strands, and the heavy fire which poured through 
them were two much for many of the Boers; but 
at one place in the fence the weight was irresistible. 
The wires snapped, the nearest picquet was swept 
away, and some hundreds of horsemen poured over 


the place and galloped westward into freedom.” * 
The results of this drive, which terminated on 5th 
April, were very disappointing, 76 prisoners and 
4800 cattle and horses. 

The Columns were now dispersed, those of Nixon 
and Garret went no**th, crossed the Vaal and joined 
B. Hamilton in the Eastern Transvaal, Nixon being 
sharply attacked before he crossed the river. Elliot 
proceeded to Harrismith, and from there his Column 
under Barker marched to Frankfort; Elliot with 
his remaining Columns traversed the country north¬ 
west, passing between Reitz and Bethlehem. He 
was attacked on this journey, and reached Lindley 
on 21st April after a month’s hard work. 

On arriving at Lindley, instead of getting rest 
the Columns were ordered to march back and make 
Bethlehem their headquarters, with a view to clear¬ 
ing the Brandwater basin which was now a source 
of trouble. A week of reconnaissance followed in 
this mountainous region, at the end of which time 
Elliot was withdrawn for a combined drive under 
Bruce Hamilton which we will mention later. 

Attention is directed to the continuous work 
performed by these Columns under Elliot. On the 
basis of all previous observation it would result in 
3000 sick horses a month ; as a matter of fact the 
inefficiency would be below this, for the work was 
relatively steady, and the general returns of sick 
were already showing a reduction in numbers. 
Nevertheless the number of sick was enormous. 
There were 31,000 horses employed by the thirty 
Columns alone operating in the Free State, and at 
the lowest estimate these must have furnished 
6000 sick horses a month, including 1,500 died and 
destroyed. In addition to furnishing a veterinary 
service for the care of this multitude of sick, it must 
not be forgotten that rinderpest was still rife and 
pleuro-pneumonia ever present. Tens of thousands 
of animals had to be inoculated against these 
diseases. 

CAPE COLONY. 

Operations January-May, 1902. 

The operations described at p. 181 had relieved a 
great deal of the anxiety felt for the safety of Cape 
Town, but the situation was by no means satis¬ 
factory. Maritz had been driven towards the 
north-west, but Smuts was present in supreme 
command, and was unlikely to take quietly the 
rebuff his schemes had experienced in the Cape 
Peninsula. In order to deal with him and his 
Commandos the long block-house line from Victoria 
West to Lambert’s Bay was projected. The matter 
has been referred to at p. 181 as one of the most 
remarkable undertakings in this class of work ; 320 
miles of wire fencing and block-houses were to be 
constructed through districts little better than a 
desert. The line we have seen was begun at both 
ends simultaneously, and pressed forward with such 
rapidity that in a fortnight Lambert’s Bay had been 

* “ Times History,” volume v. 
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connected with Clanwilliam, and had thus inter¬ 
posed an obstacle on the road to Cape Town. At 
the Victoria Road end matters were slower, the 
constructional difficulties being due to the unsuit¬ 
ability of the animals employed in transporting the 
material. The country consists of karoo bush and 
sand, it is sparsely populated owing to its small 
rainfall; there sheep and goats thrive, but cattle die, 
and the only animal used for transport purposes is 
the donkey. A donkey convoy is excellent if given 
time, but it must move at its own pace, and that 
was considered to be too slow to meet the urgency 
of construction. Ox transport was therefore intro¬ 
duced into a country where no keep for oxen 
exists, and a large depot was established at Victoria 
West. It will be more convenient to look at this 
depot after describing the operations which took 
place during the construction of the block-house 
line. 

The wire fence from Victoria West to Lambert’s 
Bay was north of the Cape Town railway, and 
generally speaking about 130 miles away from it. 
Smuts could see that if erected it would help to 
deny him access to a piece of country 320 miles 
long by 130 wide, but he also knew that if it were to 
be constructed the Columns protecting it could only 
be fed from depots established much nearer to the 
scene of operations than those on the Cape Town 
railway. Such depots were established at Calvinia, 
Sutherland and Fraserburg, and were being filled up 
by convoys protected by the various Columns. In 
the western part of the area were the Columns of 
Wyndham and Kavanagh at Clan william, and that 
of W. Doran, lying in an entrenched camp midway 
between Sutherland and Calvinia. At the eastern 
end were the Columns of Crabbe, Lund, Capper and 
B. Doran. While Clanwilliam was busy filling up 
Calvinia, the Columns engaged in this operation 
were repeatedly attacked during February by 
Smuts. On the 5th February W. Doran left his 
camp to attack a party of the enemy, and with 
difficulty held his own ; on returning to camp he 
found it had been attacked during his absence, and 
all his waggons burned, though he arrived in time 
to save his mules. So considerable were his losses 
that he had to return to the line to refit Suther¬ 
land was filled up by a convoy under Lund which 
followed Capper, and both entered the place on 
25th January. Crabbe was to provision Fraser¬ 
burg, and at this moment was filling up with 
supplies at Beaufort West. The enemy under 
Malan was lying between Sutherland and Fraser¬ 
burg, and denying the road to the latter place. 
Crabbe left Beaufort West, and on nearing Fraser¬ 
burg on 3rd February he, for safety, left his convoy 
of 100 waggons behind him. His convoy was 
destroyed on 5th, while he suffered heavy loss and 
was saved from possible obliteration by the arrival 
of Capper and Lund from Sutherland. All the 
animals in his donkey convoy were lost, and he 
returned to the line to refit. 

The operations just referred to were part of the 
Gounterstroke devised by Smuts. He had massed 


some of his Commandos against the Clanwilliam 
group; these were under his personal command. 
Others under Malan he had placed between Suther¬ 
land and Fraserburg, while a force under Maritz 
had been sent 280 miles to the far north-west to 
attack Ookeip in Namaqualand. Tho latter does 
not concern us at present. It was now decided to 
“ drive ” the space containing the forces of Malan, 
and four Columns set out from the railway 
north of Beaufort West at various periods between 
the 17th and 23rd February, and drove for 100 
miles towards the wire fence, Williston-Carnarvon- 
Victoria West. They cleared the area between 
Williston and Victoria West. The Commandos either 
breaking out north through the fence, or keeping 
within it, doubled east, attacked the block-housed 
railway and crossed the line, thus entering once 
more the midland area. The party under Malan 
accomplished this on 21st February, and was at 
once followed for several days by the Columns of 
Wormald. On 1st March, Wormald was relieved 
by B. Doran who, for a fortnight, continued the 
chase of Malan up and down the midlands, when 
he had to go to the line for rest and supplies. 
Malan also needed a rest and retired to the old 
haven of refuge in the Camdeboo Mountains. Hero 
he met Fouche and Wessels, who were being 
chased by other Columns from the north-east, and 
the result of this meeting will be noted later. 

During the remainder of the war the Columns 
north of the Cape Town railway . were mainly 
engaged in keeping the block-housed area clear of 
Commandos. Capper, holding a central position at 
Williston, was frequently engaged during March 
and April pushing back L. Wessels and Theron. 
Prieska, to the north of the block-house line. This 
place, simmering with rebellion, harboured a large 
force of the enemy which constantly interfered 
with convoys from De Aar, so that in March 
W. Doran and Younghusband had to act together 
to clear the road. In the vicinity of Richmond 
Road Station, Berwick-Copley and Wormald were 
engaged keeping Commandos at a distance. In 
fact the Columns north of the Cape Town railway 
were mainly occupied in looking after the long 
wire fence, not inaptly compared to the Great Wall 
of China. ° 


* The “Times History,” vol. v. t p.512, speaks very 
lightly of the value of this line. It says, “ We may briefly 
remind the reader that the great length of this line, the 
remoteness of the country it traversed, and the fact that it 
only touched a railway at one end rendered it of little value, 
while its construction, necessitating several covering 
columns, and a large part of the already indequate transport, 
caused much embarrassment to the active operations which 
it was meant eventually to assist. Not completely finished 
by May, 100*2, it was never efficacious either as a barrier or 
as a line of supply.” 
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THE VETERINARY HISTORY OF THE 
VICTORIA WEST BLOCKHOUSE LINE. 

The construction of the blockhouse line gave rise 
to important veterinary conditions. Donkey trans¬ 
port is used in the Karoo, for as we have seen, no 
grazing exists for cattle, while the donkey lives on 
the bush. In order to press on with the construc¬ 
tion of the line, the urgency of which may be 
gathered from the previous account of the military 
operations, ox transport was introduced, and from 
that moment trouble began. The cattle came by 
rail from the Eastern Provinces of Cape Colony, 
from a part not affected with cattle plague, and 
were railed to Victoria Road, which ta them was 
practically a desert. Cattle plague was still rife 
around and north of Kimberley, and in the vicinity 
of Aliwal North, so that special provision was made 
at Victoria Koad for dealing with an outbreak of 
disease. 

One thing perfectly clear was that if the animals 
carried to Victoria Road were free from plague, it 
was certain they could not contract it at that place, 
or on the blockhouse line to Carnarvon, as no other 
cattle existed in the country. This essential fact 
seems to have been overlooked by the Veterinary 
Staff on the spot, though it was the key to the 
position ; its nervous apprehension was the cause 
of untold trouble to the Senior Veterinary Officer 
of the Colony, 400 miles away, and of anxiety to 
the military authorities. As an example of adminis¬ 
trative difficulty, an outline of the story will be 
related. 

From Victoria West to Carnarvon is 70 miles, 
and by January this section of the line was com¬ 
pleted. Carnarvon now became blockhouse-head 
for the construction of the section to Williston. 
This work began in February, there being 3000 
oxen employed, and at blockhouse head a lay 
Inspector of Cattle was posted. The man had 
considerable experience of cattle plague. On 10th 
March he reported the existence of the disease at 
Carnarvon in a “ mild form,” and in his telegram 
undertook to “ soon stamp out with serum.” The 
man had blundered, but his report proved alarming 
to the military authorities, for come what might, the 
line had to be constructed. The scare created by 
this baseless story never really subsided, a feeling 
of insecurity was established, and this was subse¬ 
quently intensified by the errors of the local 
Veterinary Staff. 

The real cause of the mortality on the Carnarvon 
section was starvation. This was equally evident 
among the animals at the Victoria Road end. 
Early in March 7500 cattle were being employed, 
and with an increase in numbers there was an 
increase in mortality. On 15th March the deaths 
were declared by a Civil Veterinary Surgeon to be 
due to cattle plague, and once more there was an 
outbreak of official anxiety, cries for serum, orders 
and counter-orders by irresponsible Transport 
Officers, and others. It was with difficulty among 
all the tumult, and the interference by incompetent 


and unauthorised people, that the Senior Veteri¬ 
nary Officer, the sole responsible man, could make 
his voice heard. Qe made the positive statement, 
based on an inspection of the cattle and post¬ 
mortem examination of fatal cases, that the disease 
did not exist, and that the deaths were due to 
“ redwater ’ and starvation. By 25th March there 
were no less than 10,000 oxen employed on the line, 
and how they existed is a mystery, for of grazing 
there was practically none ; the question of a daily 
ration had long been pressed on the military 
authorities, but it was not until the 7th April that 
one was sanctioned, consisting of 101b. hay and 51b. 
mealie meal per head. Day by day the cattle were 
getting weaker; at one time they could do the 
journey to Carnarvon in four days, they now 
required nine. A third rinderpest scare at this time 
did not help matters. The transport authorities 
ordered the inoculation of cattle which were dying 
daily from other causes, and so wasted some 
thousands of doses of the invaluable serum which 
had taken three months to prepare. This was a 
grievous loss at such a critical time, with rinder¬ 
pest to the North and East. Still worse was the 
risk of contaminated bile, which was being sent in 
by the Transport Department from infected areas, 
and used without reference to the S.V.O. No 
better measures could have been devised, short of 
sending infected cattle, for introducing the disease 
into what was still a clean area. Considering the 
extraordinary military urgency of the situation, it 
is not perhaps to be wondered at that the authori¬ 
ties adopted this ignorant measure, for which the 
Veterinary Staff on the spot must be held respon¬ 
sible ; nevertheless, it is by no means clear why 
the responsible military veterinary adviser in the 
Colony was not consulted before adopting a course 
so full of danger. He practically stood alone in his 
attitude towards the disease, and in opposition to 
the steps taken by the Transport Service; ho 
showed that starvation, and not cattle plague, was 
killing the animals, and the Civil Veterinary 
Department of the Cape, whose interests in this 
matter were enormous, were able by independent 
inspection of the affected to support this view. 
When cattle plague began to be discredited, the 
local veterinary staff fell back upon anthrax as the 
cause of the mortality ; it was little short of extra¬ 
ordinary that every cause but the real one of starva¬ 
tion was being searched for. It must be remem¬ 
bered, however, that with one exception, the 
veterinary staff at Victoria Road had no experience 
of rinderpest, and were naturally nervous and 
anxious at the heavy mortality occurring, which 
still continued, for the food sanctioned on the 7th 
April came too late to be of much use. Making 
every allowance for its want of experience, there 
was also evidence of a strong inclination to stick to 
a mistake. 

It is interesting to place on record that the ex¬ 
perimental evidence finally relied upon by the 
Victoria Road Btaff as proof of the existence of 
rinderpest, was based on the inoculation of a calf, 
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which, at 48 hours, showed a rise in temperaturo 
and diarrhoea. Without waiting for something 
more definite, cattle plague on this evidence was 
reported to exist, though the calf was well in a day 
or two, and so remained. Sparrotvs also had been 
inoculated, and as all died in less than forty-eight 
hours (from being shut up in a cage), there seemed 
to be no doubt in the mind of the experimenter of 
the correctness of his conclusions ! It is remarka¬ 
ble that any mind could have harboured such 
absurdities, and regarded the above observations as 
proof of the existence of pestilence. Perhaps one 
ought not, under the circumstances, to wonder at 
the attitude of the military authorities. These 
facts are mentioned as evidence of the difficulties 
on service of always having the right men on the 
spot. It frequently happens that by accident the 
gravest responsibility falls on the weakest vessels, 
and that the reputation of a whole department may 
depend on their action or advice. 

The debility farm of the Victoria Road depot was 
a few miles away, and contained 1400 cattle in 
all stages of decay and neglect. It was wet 
weather, and the worst cases after a cold night 
were unable to rise. They were quite free from as¬ 
signs of rinderpest, but there was ample evidence for 
the necessity of some improvement in their manage¬ 
ment. The dead were receiving superficial burial 
by the dam which furnished the only source of 
water supply; the forage was unprotected, and 
among the bales the debilitated cattle crawled in 
for their last meal, and several lay there dying. 
The hay was soiled by their excreta, and for some 
distance around this mound of forage the ground 
consisted of mud and trampled-in hay, after the 
latter had been brought immense distances and at 
vast expense. The food, sanctioned too late to the 
working oxen, had of necessity to be thrown on the 
ground as there were no feeding places. Hay and 
meal alike were swallowed up in the mud, or blown 
away with the dust. Before the end of May the 
deatns in one week amounted to over 1200. The 
ox transport was destroyed ; on 14th May steam 
had to take its place, and donkeys were now 
employed. By July the few cattle survivors were 
railed south ; in a seven hours’ journey 15 died in 
the train, and the balance was thereupon detrained 
as “ suspected.” Once more the veterinary staff 
called in pronounced the disease to be rinderpest, 
but the war was over, and only the civil authorities 
were now anxious, and their veterinary staff for¬ 
tunately had full knowledge of the previous facts of 
the case. The blunders over these cattle were 
extraordinary, and those committed by the veteri¬ 
nary service ought never to have occurred. Wo 
may conclude the story by saying that practically 
none of the animals survived. When the railway 
was found too rough for these poor starved remnants, 
an attempt was made to march the remainder 
away at their own pace, but they died on the road, 
and a mere handful reached their destination. 

It seems hardly necessary to point out the 
lessons which the above teaches. The same blunders 


in employing the wrong class of transport animal 
might occur to-morrow ; the same folly of trying to 
get the animals to live without food; but never 
again, let us hope, will the same veterinary inepti¬ 
tude be exhibited. 

In the north-east of Cape Colony Fouche was still 
supreme. Follett had advanced from Dordrecht 
against him and P. Wessels at the end of December, 
but without result. Monro and Lovat, combined 
with Follett in January, and bn 11th made another 
attempt: contact was established with Fouche, 
who, after inflicting many casualties on 17th 
Lancers escaped. Meanwhile L. Wessels went 
south-west, crossed the line, followed by Price with 
the Kaffrarian Rifles, and got into the stronghold 
of the Bamboos Berg. Fouche now being isolated, 
five columns “drove” for him but he disappeared. 
L. Wessels in the Bamboos Berg w’as hunted by 
Price, but managed to escape, recrossed the block¬ 
house line and rejoined Fouche. On 17th February 
the two were in the vicinity of Jamestown. From 
here both Commandants again entered the midlands, 
crossing the blockhouse line on 28th February, and 
Price and Monro’s mounted troops under Baillie 
went in pursuit. The chase lasted nearly three 
weeks. Price, who knew the country, was rarely 
off Fouch^’s heels and attacked him whenever 
possible. Foucb6’s Commando broke up under 
pressure, one half led by himself went south and 
was followed by Price, the other, under Bezuiden- 
haut, was followed by Baillie. Fouche, in his 
southerly run, reached Jansenville on 16th March, 
bounded west across the Graaf Reinet line, and 
then made north for the Camdeboo as hard as he 
could go with Price on his heels. He finally gained 
the security of the mountains south-west of Graaf 
Reinet after a chase of not less than 260 miles. In 
the Camdeboo he met Malan. 

Baillie fared no better with Bezuidenhaut, who, 
in his journey, described a circle of about 180 miles 
in circumference, which brought him back to the 
Bamboos Berg quite close to where ho started. 
On 2nd April he crossed the line east and made for 
the Jamestown District followed by Moore and 
Lovat. Hunted here by Lovat, he was, by the end 
of April, owing to the loss of men and equipment, 
reduced to impotence, though never captured. 

CAPE COLONY. 

THE LAST CHASE OF THE WAR. 

March to May, 1902. 

By 26th March, B. Doran having refitted, com¬ 
bined with Price in a sweep of the Camdeboo 
Mountains in quest of Fouche and Malan. The 
enemy was driven from position to position, and 
finally by the end of the month ousted in small 
parties to the west into the Murraysburg district. 
Two sweeps of this district by four columns took 
place in April, including the Camdeboo Mountains, 
but without result. 
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Fouche and Malan represented a combination of 
extraordinary difficulty, such as might have been 
anticipated from the previous history of the chase 
after thorn. They were both specially marked for 
capture or destruction, and it will be of interest, as 
evidence of the work this class of operation imposed 
upon the horses, to know the measures which were 
taken in the last days of the war to endeavour to 
effect this. 

It bogan by another series of sweeps over the 
Camdcboo Mountains. To and fro from Nelspoort 
to New Bethesda was this mountain range swept 
in May by Baillie and Doran, but still with negative 
results. 

B. Doran was now joined by a fresh column 
under Bewicke-Copley, and other troops were 
brought in to assist, but before the reinforcements 
arrived Malan and Fouch6 left the Camdeboo 
Mountains and went south for Aberdeen, which they 
unsuccessfully attacked on 18th May. Now began 
a chase as remarkable for the endurance, courage 
and determination of the fugitives, as for the extra¬ 
ordinary efforts put forth to effect their capture. 

Imagine an irregularly semi-circular course, 240 
miles in length, over mountains and sandy plains, 
intersected by two lines of rail, and heavily block- 
housed near the winning post, the latter being the 
ground north of the Bamboos Berg. 

Following the fugitive band are the columns of 
Lovat, Bewicke-Copley, B. Doran and W. Doran, 
sometimes in hot pursuit, at others cutting off 
corners to intercept, while bodies of mobile and local 
troops are stationed here and there, as the scene 
shifts, to intercept or prevent breaking back or 
breaking out from the enormously strong position 
which has been prepared to receive them. This 
latter is the objective, and to it they have to be 
driven. At first they go south, but gradually are 
moved in a large semi-circle until their heads are 
pointing in the required direction, north-east. On 
20th Lovat reaches them, and has a fight which 
costs them 100 horses, but away go the Commandos 
with a column on each flank to contain them, 
another behind to keep them on the move, a fourth 
on the lino of rail ready to steam to a distant point 
and intercept. The time for the latter arrives on 
the 27th, B. Doran being sont ahead by train. He 
reaches a point on the line of rail for which the 
fugitives are rapidly making. The crossing being 
denied them, the Commandos try to break back 
through Lovat; the latter closes, and in the 
encountor Malan is severely wounded and captured, 
while tho remnant of the band streams away north 
in spito of the presence of B. Doran and an 
armoured train patrolling tho track. The harrassed 
Commandos cross the lino on 28th May, and speed 
through Bedford, cross the Winterberg Mountains, 
and approach Taarkastad, but are blocked by 
Lukin, while a break out to the east is provided 
against by troops on the East London line. 

The end is approaching, for the Commandos are 
near to the Bamboos Berg through which it is 
intended to drive them on to the railway, now con¬ 


sisting of an impenetrable wall of blockhouses. 
To prevent a possible break out to the west, the 2nd 
Dragoons are waiting at Maraisburg; should they 
get through this, another mobile body lies behind 
them, and exclusive of these a further blockhoused 
line lined for 100 miles by troops. The position for 
the fugitives is hopeless; the Bamboos Berg are 
now in sight and the end at hand, but with it 
came June 1st. The war was over. 

The number of columns which took part in the 
operations in Cape Colony, January to May, was 
twenty, consisting of 11,000 horses. The casualties 
were very heavy, and hospitals were established at 
Clan william, Sutherland, Piquetberg Road, Magers- 
fontein, Carnarvon and Victoria Road, in addition 
to those previously existing, including the large 
debility establishment at Worcester, into which the 
cases were poured by tens of hundreds. As giving 
some notion of the amount of sickness, there were 
over 2000 sick animals at Worcester, of which 
1500 were suffering from scabies and debility. We 
may say that at the lowest estimate the operations 
recorded above resulted in a loss of 2700 animals per 
month, of which 600 died or were destroyed. 

THE NAMAQUALAND OPERATIONS . 

January-May, 1902. 

It will be remembered that the scheme of Smuts 
not only included an attack on the advanced bases 
being held in the wired-in districts to the north of 
the Cape Town line, but also a descent on the 
north-west territory of the Cape. This introduces 
us to the far away inhospitable regions of Nama- 
qualand and Kenhart, to which a force under 
Maritz had been despatched. Ookiep, the capital 
of Namaqualand, was a place of importance owing 
to the copper mining industry, and was connected 
with the sea at Port Nalloth by means of a line of 
rail thirty miles long which ran through an absolute 
desert. Ookiep was of value to the enemy owing 
to the immense capital its mines represented. To 
reach it was a long journey for him, but all through 
a friendly country, for nowhere more than in these 
wild desolate sparsely populated northern regions 
was the hatred of everything British more firmly 
rooted. 

This feeling had been shown early in the war, 
pp.61 and 164. Though measures had then been 
taken to deal from the east with the territory as far 
as Upington, it was not possible until August, 1901, 
to form a mobile column for the purpose of main¬ 
taining order. This column was under Col. White, 
and what it accomplished in the way of marches in 
the desert area contained within the vast triangle, 
Ookiep-Upington-Van Rhyn’s Dorp, has never been 
described. His opponents were all rebels more 
bent on thieving than fighting. In January, 1902, 
White was at Kenhart, where he had been engaged 
with the enemy. Hearing of the mission of Maritz, 
he hurried across to stand between him and Ookiep, 
but Maritz got behind him, and White, now at 
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Garies, unable to move to Ookiep, would have fallen 
into the hands of Maritz but for the servicos of a 
small regular and local force which had placed 
Garies in a state of defence. The subsequent attack 
on and defence of Ookiep does not concern us, hut 
its relief was effected from Cape Town, troops being 
sent by sea to Port Nolloth and railed across the 
desert. The town was invested by the enemy on 
3l8t March, 1902, by which time Smuts had 
arrived. It was relieved by Colonel Cooper on 4th 
May, the mounted troops with him being under 
Callwell. * 

White at Garies was relieved by Kavanagh’s 
column from Calvinia; Wyndham’s column was 
established at Van Rhyn’s Dorp, while Smuts pro¬ 
ceeded to Yereeniging to discuss terms of peace. 

EASTERN TRANSVAAL. 

Boschman’s Kop. 

Operations : April, 1902. 

The area to the east of Pretoria, described at 
p. 168 as protected, was the scene of military 
operations during April. The term “ protected ” 
had become a misnomer, for since the previous 
January it had been the home of a Commando 
under P. Viljoen (see p.183), and in February, 
during one of the Free State drives, General Alberts 
from the Free State with 500 men had joined him. 
All endeavours to oust these Commandos from the 
protected area had been uniformly unsuccessful. 
In December, 1901, Gilbert Hamilton with a Cavalry 
Brigade suffered reverses, and again in February it 
was roughly handled. Since then these Commandos 
had moved about the protected area enjoying com¬ 
plete immunity. Though in strength about 1200, 
this district for many weeks was able to provide 
subsistence for this number of horses and men, 
yet a single British squadron would, under like 
conditions, have starved in a week. As the “ Times 
History ” says, how these people lived was a 
mystery. “ The country was a wilderness; not a 
beast, not a field of standing corn, not a native was 
left. Some trampled mealie fields offering a 
niggardly harvest to very careful gleaners were the 
only signs of sustenance.” t There must have been 
hidden supplies of food available for both horse and 
man. 

On 2nd April another attempt was made to deal 
with these Commandos. Lawley, who had taken 
the place of G. Hamilton, brought with him from 
the Free State the 7th Hussars and 2nd Dragoon 
Guards. On 31st March he was at Boschmans 
Kop, 18 miles south-east of Springs. The following 
morning before daylight he sent out the 2nd 
Dragoon Guards, 300 horses strong, to surprise a 
piquet of the enemy, 12 miles east. It was a dark 
wet morning; the regiment walked into the arms 

• The Veterinary Officer with Colonel Callwell was C. V.S. 
(now Captain) Greenfield. 

t Vol. v., p. 562. 


of a Commando 800 strong, which was as much 
surprised as they. Tho Commando soon rallied, 
and adopting their modern tactics charged boldly 
up to the squadrons at point blank range, also 
endeavouring to cut them off from their base. The 
last seven miles to camp was across a level plain 
where no defensive position could be found, so it 
resolved itself into a neck and neck race. As they 
neared their camp the Artillery opened fire, the 7th 
Hussars came out and the enemy then withdrew. 
The losses were over 80 horses and men, and at one 
time the whole regiment was in peril. 

It was evident that in spite of the harrowing to 
which this State bad been subjected, the spirit of 
resistance was still there, and another drive across 
the Eastern Transvaal was inaugurated by Bruce 
Hamilton, whose seven Columns, totalling 7000 
mounted men, were drawn up in a line from Great 
Oliphants Station to Carolina, points 60 miles apart. 
From here on 12th April they “drove ” south to the 
Standerton line which was reached on 14th, the 
distance apart of the two lines is 80 miles, so that 
40-mile marches were made. The enemy met these 
columns by “charging” tactics,” so that men 
literally smashed a way through the solid rank, with 
very little loss excepting in prisoners. * 

When B. Hamilton arrived at the Standerton 
line he was joined by four columns which had just 
left Elliot’s big drive in the Orange Free State, 
p.214. With eight columns he swept hack on 17th 
April to the Delagoa line, thereby going from south 
to north, taking a course just west of his previous 
drive. But the fruits of this enormously expensive 
operation were three prisoners ; the Commandos of 
P. Viljoen and Alberts escaped, the enemy having 
broken away to one flank and got clear. On the 
23rd April a third of these cross sweeps was made, 
a little further west so as to touch Heidelburg on 
the Natal line, but only four prisoners resulted from 
this operation. 

It is impossible for the civilian to realise what 
each “ drive ” meant to animals and men. “ Each 
day, in rain or wind, or under tropical sun, they 
marched from dawn to dusk, each night they dug 
entrenchments, and strung up leagues of barbed 
wire entanglements before they lay down in the 
open, to the brief rest which many, from the 
necessity of finding innumerable outposts, never 
obtained at all.” f If it was fatiguing to the men 
who rode, what must it have been to the horses 
who carried them ? In all the above drives the 
piece of country to be swept was roughly 80 miles 
in length by thirty to fifty in width ; so that it 
resolved itself into marches of forty miles a day 
for two days, then two or three days rest, followed 
by two more long marches. 

At this time in the Eastern Transvaal there were 
19 columns operating, of an aggregate strength of 

* “ Official History,’’ vol. iv., p. 520. 

f “Official History,’’ vol. iv., p. 521. 
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14,000 horses, and the wastage may be taken as 
follows:—There were nearly 3000 sick horses a 
month for the veterinary hospitals in that part of 
the colony, or to be drafted away to debility farms, 
and 700 horses a month either died or had to be 
destroyed. 

ORANGE FREE STATE . 

Operations : May, 1902. 

The Last Drive. 

When B. Hamilton had completed the work in 
the Eastern Transvaal just related, he crossed the 
Yaal into the Orange Free State, and in co-opera¬ 
tion with Elliot a big sweep was organised. Before 
reaching the Yaal he drove from Greylingstad on 
2nd May, on a line extending to Vereeniging, and 
continued it up to the northern blockhouse line of 
the north-east Free State, i.e ., Heilbron-Frankfort, 
which was reached on the 4th. The Eastern out¬ 
let lying between Villiersdorp and Frankfort, a 
space of 20 miles, was closed by Allenby. The 
results of the drive were that many of the fugitives 
broke through the blockhouse line, and some 
through Allenby’s; but 90 were captured. In the 
next phase of this operation Elliot lined up from 
Lindley to Liebensberg’s Ylei, and Barker filled in 
the space between Frankfort and Elliot’s right. 
From the northern line of blockhouses B. Hamilton 
drove south on 5th May, his line of eight columns 
extending 60 miles in length, and consisting of 
11,800 horses. The distance from his objective— 
the Kroonstad-Lindley blockhouse line—was 40 
miles, and this was covered in two days. On 6th 
the enemy boldly charged Elliot’s line, and burst 
through with the loss of only one man and twenty- 
five horses. A little later another party failed to 
get through and was captured, so that 300 prisoners 
were secured by the time the blockhouse line was 
reached. 

The following day, 7th May, B. Hamilton turned 
about and drove north over the same ground. The 
driving line was here in parts prolonged to 80 miles, 
from the railway to the Wilge River. It may be 
visualised by thinking of the distance from London 
to Rugby. Two parties of the enemy broke back, 
and on the evening of the 9th the drive ended. 
With it terminated the last operations in the Free 
State, for on 10th, pending peace negotiations, all 
further offensive action was stayed. 

It cannot fail to strike those who have had the 
patience to follow the two years of weary operations 
in the north-east Free State, the losses a small and 
determined enemy is capable of inflicting, provided 
they possess superior mobility. It would be interest¬ 
ing to know what our losses in animals were during 
that time! Fire, sword and pestilence are active 
and ellicient methods of destruction, but for the 
general obliteration of animals, physical unfitness 
will compete with them. 


WESTERN TRANSVAAL . 

Operations: March-May, 1902 . 

The serious turn taken by the events in the 
Western Transvaal recorded at p.213 led to a great 
concentration of troops at Klerksdorp, which now 
formed the base of all future operations. Grenfell, 
who was close to Lichtenburg, was recalled to 
Klerksdorp, and his column, together with that 
of Von Donop, was placed under Kekewich ; it 
numbered 2800 horses. Rawlinson, who had 
followed De Wet and Steyn, p.211, was brought in 
from the Free State with his entire force of 2000 
horses. W. Kitchener was given command of three 
columns brought in from the Eastern Transvaal, 
amounting to 3000 horses. Rochfort, with seven 
columns on the Vaal in the Bloemhof district, 
brought in 2500 horses. In this way 16,000 horses 
were concentrated and made up into four divisions, 
each 4000' strong. The sudden increase in the 
number of mounted troops in the Western Transvaal 
must be carefully noted. This area of the war had 
never been remarkable for either the number or size 
of its columns, and the veterinary requirements 
were met by outlying hospitals at Klerksdorp and 
Krugersdorp, which emptied their contents into the 
hospitals at Potchefstroom and Johannesburg. 
Suddenly Klerksdorp, with its small hospital, had 
become in a night the most important centre in the 
campaign, and would evidently be severely tried 
with so large a force based on that place. 

The position of the enemy was unknown with 
exactitude, though large numbers were believed to 
be west of Klerksdorp. De la Rey had met De 
Wet about 25 miles west of Klerksdorp, and though 
the latter had returned after the interview to the 
Free State, Steyn remained behind, and was still 
with De la Rey in the position indicated. Kemp 
was 12 miles to De la Rey’s west, and Liebenberg 
was once more back in the vicinity of Wolmaran- 
stad, which had now been evacuated. A movement 
to the west was hopeful, and Lord Kitchener, who 
was personally present at Klerksdorp on 19th, gave 
orders for it to occur on the evening of 23rd March. 
The operations were remarkable for their simplicity, 
audacity, and severity on animals. Some 11,000 
mounted men were to ride out for 40 miles west on 
a narrow front in three columns, and so get between 
the various Commandos. To enable this to be 
carried out, it had to take place in the dark, and to 
be done quickly. No less than 40 miles had to he 
covered in one night. The columns were then to 
open out, form one long line and drive hack to the 
Sehoon Spruit blockhouse line, which ran north from 
Klerksdorp. All these columns did not start from 
Klerksdorp. Kekewich moved off from Vaal Bank 
on the blockhouse line running from Lichtenburg to 
Sehoon Spruit; Kitchener and Rawlinson from 
Klerksdorp, Rochfort from Commando Drift on the 
Yaal south of Wolmaranstad. 
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On the night of the 23rd, without guns or trans¬ 
port, the Columns passed out silently to the west, 
Roohfort to the north. The distance within the 

f ven time could only be accomplished by trotting. 

t dawn they turned about and opened out, form¬ 
ing a line 90 miles in length, or the distance 
between Birmingham and Cambridge. But there 
were gaps in this line; two Columns failed to get 
into touch, and Steyn, De la Bey and Kemp availed 
themselves of the opportunity and passed through. 
Liebenberg had more difficulty; in consequence he 
had to abandon the captured guns and waggons, 
but by going south escaped. Rain came down in 
torrents; the Columns, worn out by fatigue, reached 
their base 40 miles east by the evening of 24th 
March. The results were small, 1671 head of stock 
and 173 prisoners, and in consequence of the 
severity of the work the veterinary hospital was 
filled to overflowing. 

Action at Boschbult. 

The next movement decided upon by Lord 
Kitchener from Klerksdorp was to take place on 
26th March. It was to differ in character from the 
last. Kekewich was to establish a fortified base at 
Middelbult, 23 miles south of Lichtenburg. W. 
Kitchener was to move to Driekuil south of Middel¬ 
bult, and form an entrenched camp. Bawlinson 
was to march to Rhenoster Spruit, 16 miles west of 
Klerksdorp, while Rochfort remained on the Vaal. 
The troops were to operate from the position 
assigned to them, so transport and guns were taken. 
Kekewich was in position on 29th, and Kitchener 
on 30fch March. At 2 a.m. on 31st Kitchener sent 
a Column of 1800 mounted men and guns under 
Cookson on a reconnaissance to the west of his 
position along the Brak Spruit. The horses carried 
two days supplies for man and horse, and mule 
transport carried a third day’s supply. The force 
moved rapidly, and, without knowing it, in the exact 
direction of De la Rey’s camp. At 10 a.m. a body 
of the enemy was sighted, and chased by nearly all 
the troops Cookson had, excepting those with the 
transport. At a hand gallop the enemy was followed 
for some miles, when suddenly a check occurred; 
they had been joined by re-inforcements, and now 
faced round on their pursuers. It was evident to 
Cookson that he must fight where he was; he had 
marched 35 miles since early morning, and any 
attempt at retirement would have meant annihila¬ 
tion. An eight-mile gallop brought him up some 
more men from the rear, and later on his transport 
arrived. Meanwhile he kept the enemy off while 
he entrenched himself. Generals like De la Rey do 
not usually give time for an enemy to improvise 
defences, but the fact was he had to call up Com¬ 
mandos, and it was not until 1.30 that he was in a 
position to make any serious attack. Meanwhile 
the laager, not yet completed for defence, had been 
formed in a farm on the edge of the Spruit, and the 
mules placed in the dry bed under cover. The 
attack at Boschbult was opened by Artillery fire, 
the explosion of the shells in the laager stampeded] 


some of the still inspanned mules, which broke 
away and created confusion in a Company of 
Mounted Infantry. Advantage was taken of this 
by the enemy to charge the laager, a line four 
miles long advancing for this purpose, but they were 
received by so severe a fire that they moved away. 
By the early afternoon the defences of the laager 
were sufficiently advanced to allow of a screen 
hitherto in the open to return to cover. Its retire¬ 
ment was the signal for a fresh attack. 

Fighting continued until the evening when the 
enemy retired. It was De la Rey’s last fight. All 
night long Cookson was strengthening his defences, 
for which purpose the bodies of his slain animals 
were largely used. The casualties were heavy, 364 
horses and mules had been killed in the laager, and 
100 men killed and wounded. Next day Cookson 
could not have moved had he so desired owing to the 
destruction of his transport animals; by mid-day 
W. Kitchener arrived, and both Columns returned 
to Driekuil on 2nd April. 

The remaining operations in the Western Trans¬ 
vaal were conducted by General Sir Ian Hamilton, 
who arrived at Middelbult on 8th April. 

Ian Hamilton’s Operations. 

April and Mat, 1902. 

Rooiwal. 

Hamilton feeling certain his enemy was to the 
south in the vicinity of the Brak Spruit moved in 
three columns on 10th April. Kekewich being on 
the right, Rawlinson in the centre, and W. Kitchener 
on the left. By night the right was at Rooiwal , 
almost on the ground where Cookson met De la 
Rey at Boschbult, and not far from the scene of 
Methuen’s disaster. On the morning of the 11th 
a strong force was seen bearing down on Kekewich, 
which, from its regularity, was believed to be one 
of the other columns, nor was it until the enemy 
was quite close and already among the advance 
screen that all doubts were at rest. Von Donop 
and Grenfell, the two lieutenants of Kekewich, 
rapidly formed an irregular line ; they had but a few 
seconds in which to do it. The enemy was 
advancing towards them at a slow canter in line 
two and three deep, firing from the saddle and shout¬ 
ing. They were met by a rattle of musketry and 
case from the guns, but it had no effect. Riding at 
their head was Commandant Potgieter; nearer and 
nearer approached the intrepid horsemen, facing a 
stream of fire which, though it thinned their ranks, 
did not diminish the astounding courage which 
animated the best soldiers of the Federal armies. 
These men had been trained under a master in the 
art of war; he, De la Rey, was absent discussing 
terms of peace, and Kemp was in command. With¬ 
out increasing or diminishing the pace, the enemy 
advanced nearer and nearer, until but 100 yards 
separated them from the line of magazine fire; 
then they turned, though not their leader; Potgieter 
was killed 70 yards from the line. The mass retired 
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at a faster pace than it advanced, and one of the 
most wonderful sights witnessed in the war was 
over in a few minutes. 

In describing it, the “ Official History ” 0 says:— 

“ The howling rush of the Dervish or Ghazi, the sonorous 
charge of European Cavalry, the chanting onset of the Zulu 
impi, were less impressive than the slow oncoming of this 
brigade of mounted riflemen.” * 

There was no Cavalry on the field to pursue* 
Grenfell had 150 horses killed, exclusive of those in 
the advance screen, and many had stampeded. It 
was an hour before any steps could be taken to 
follow up the demoralized enemy, and by that time 
Hamilton had arrived. Pushing on with 2000 
mounted men in a southerly direction he soon came 
in contact with Kemp, who had not expected 
pursuit, and for three hours this was kept up until 
18 miles had been covered, and the horses could go 
no further. The force then returned to Rooiwal 
after being in action 14 hours. The losses among 
the horses during the attack amounted to 300 
killed; these casualties occurred wholly in the 
columns of Kekewicb. 

There is a lesson in this which applies to all 
hastily constructed machines in war. According to 
the recognised rules of war, the enemy under the 
effect of magazine fire should have been swept 
away. As a matter of fact their losses were 
relatively small. Our men could not shoot straight. 
The “Times History,” vol. v., p.529, in speaking 
of the composition of Hamilton’s force, says:— 
“There were hundreds of townsmen among the 
Yeomanry who had barely been able to sit a horse 
or sight a rifle when they first came to South 
Africa. No Mounted Corps on the field had had a 
separate existence before the war broke out, and 
only one, the Imperial Light Horse, was as old even 
as the outbreak of war.” 

The principle which applies to this fine body of 
imperfectly trained men, equally applies to all 
branches, be they combatant or non-oombatant, 
when the country has to depend upon the willing 
but untrained services of the general public. So 
far as the veterinary service is concerned, we have 
in these pages made this abundantly clear, but it is 
well to see its effects in the combatant ranks, in 
order to relieve our criticism of the risk of being 
considered ungracious. 

The final operation in the Western Transvaal 
remains to be told. The “ drive ” was still the only 
military weapon of any value, and we have watched 
its effects upon the horses during the process of its 
evolution. The two latest applications of this 
measure were represented by a long line advancing 
many miles daily and closing up gaps at night, or 
by columns shooting out rapidly for 40 miles into 
the veldt on a narrow front, turning about, deploy¬ 
ing into one long continuous line and driving home 
for 40 miles at their best pace. There is, of course, 
no question which of these is the most costly in 

• Vol. iv., p. 501. 


horses; experience showed that there was practi¬ 
cally no difference in the tactical results obtained. 

Hamilton adopted a sound measure from a horse 
point of view in the last drive of the war. He had 
been strengthened by the addition of two divisions, 
that of Thorneycroft with his two columns of 
Australians and New Zealanders, and Rochfort’s 
column which had been operating on the Vaal. 
His force was now brought up to 17,000 horses, the 
largest mounted body ever placed in the hands of a 
British General. He was in the middle of the 
southern half of the Western Transvaal, and from 
this point he intended to drive towards the west on 
to the blockhoused Vryburg-Mafeking line. His 
troops were arranged in one long line extending 
for 30 miles, in a position which may be roughly 
indicated by saying that it occupied the whole 
middle third of the space between Lichtenburg and 
Wolmaranstad. This bush-whacking of a conti¬ 
nent required a great deal of thinking out, as both 
ends of the line were in the air and therefore 
vulnerable. This was guarded against on the south 
by Rochfort coming up from the Vaal and joining 
the advancing line the day before the blow was to 
fall. When he came into position the line was 50 
miles in length, equivalent to a line of horsemen 
extending from London to Basingstoke. The 
driving distance from where Hamilton started to the 
Vryburg railway was 80 miles. Five days were to 
be occupied, so that the average day’s march was 
16 miles, which left the animals fit at the end of it, 
in spite of the inhospitable nature of the country 
generally, and its waterless character. 

The account of these operations given by the 
“ Times History,” vol. v., cannot be omitted. In 
referring to the net now approaching the Vryburg 
blockhouse line it says :— 

“ Behind the 300 in the cordon were 17,000 troops 
entrenched. Thorneycroft dag redoubts at every 100 yards 
for six miles, and filled in the interval with waggonB and 
barbed wire. Kitchener’s redoubts were 50 yards apart. 
In front of the 300 were six armoured trains and 45 miles 
of blockhouses manned by 4000 rifles. It was the night 
of the 10th May, the day before the armistice.” 

The drive concluded on 11th May, and resulted 
in the capture of 367 prisoners. On 17th, the 
columns returned to their several bases and awaited 
the result of the peace negotiations. 

The war was over. 

In the 29 columns existing at this time in the 
Western Transvaal there were 20,700 horses; the 
work done by 17,000 of these we have just related. 
We must now look at the question of the veterinary 
arrangements made at Klerksdorp for the care of 
not less than 3000 sick, resulting from the last 
month's operations. 
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VETERINARY HOSPITALS DURING 1902. 

The pressure exercised on the veterinary hospitals 
during 1902 was greater than ever, owing to the 
existence of specific lymphangitis in addition to the 
other epizootics. The general sick rate had been 
reduced in consequence of a change in the character 
of the work, and the greater care and attention 
paid to animals resulting from Colonel Long’s 
inspection of columns. For example, just prior to 
his appointment there were 27,900 sick for the week 
ending 24th October. Four months later the total 
sick amounted to 17,700. It is true it again rose 
on the 14th May, and stood at 24,700 sick, but there 
had been a great increase in the number of horses 
employed. 

The work of the hospitals generally had improved, 
the great difficulty was to obtain sufficient native 
labour, and this became so acute in connection with 
the Klerksdorp Hospital during the period of the 
Western Transvaal Campaign that men had to be 
sent from other hospitals in order to try to cope 
with the pressure, and finally white refugees had to 
be employed. ° Most of the hospitals were working 
smoothly. The exception was in the Eastern and 
Western Transvaal where the congestion was 
intense. Nevertheless, the general efficiency was 
satisfactory, as an example of which the returns 
for the week ending the 14th May may be quoted. 
During that week 6000 horses were discharged from 
hospital to duty, an average of 120 weekly from 
each of the fifty hospitals. The discharge of this 
large number afforded no relief to the work, for 
7000 others were admitted to treatment. 

The chief interest in hospital work during the 
last month of the war centres around the small 
branch hospital at Klerksdorp, which had suddenly 
to expand to meet military requirements. It could 
not expand fast enough owing to the deficiency of 
labour and the poverty of the water supply. No 
water was laid on, and the shelters for the sick 
were few. The hospital also worked under other 
difficulties; from one cause or another those in 
charge of it were frequently changed. There was a 
change on 27th November, 1901, another on 24th 
January, 1902, 8th February, and again on 18th 
March. It must be remembered in this connection 
that at this time two officers were controlling the 
energies of the Veterinary Department, Colonels 
Matthews and Long. The former was endeavour¬ 
ing to meet the urgent demands made on him by 
Column Commanders for veterinary aid, the latter 
was opposed to the supply, and wished the veteri¬ 
nary staff to be withdrawn from columns and placed 
on the line. Extra Field Hospitals had been ordered 
by the Authorities which had to be staffed and to 
which Colonel Long objected, not knowing at the 
time that it was the Commander-in-Chief’s order; 

* The experiment of employing 150 convalescent soldiers 
at Pretoria for hospital duties, in order to liberate natives 
for the Klerksdorp Hospital, was a hopeless failure. Not 
only were the men unfit ror hard work for reasons of health, 
but they could not handle mobs of horses. 


equally, and for the same reason, he took exception 
to veterinary officers being sent to columns. A dual 
control necessarily always creates an impossible 
position; nevetheless, the frequent changes in 
connection with the Klerksdorp Hospital ought, in 
principle, to have been avoided, for such changes are 
fatal to effective working. The P.V.O. was anxious 
to have a senior officer of the A.V.D. in charge, and 
this he was unable to effect until 18th March. 

The officer selected had only been a few days in 
Africa, knew nothing of local conditions and diffi¬ 
culties, and had barely taken over when his 
assistant officer was found unfit for service and sent 
on sick leave. The sick in hospital on 18th March 
amounted to 550, and was daily rising. Stabling, 
water supply and labour had been promised, but 
were not forthcoming sufficiently fast to meet the 
urgency of the situation. The P.V.O. had person¬ 
ally been present at Klerksdorp to push matters 
along, and he was followed a little later by Colonel 
Long. But even the latter—who, of course, owing 
to his official position was responsible—could make 
no headway; buildings, water, and mangers take 
time to construct; nose-bags and line gear could not 
be obtained in sufficient quantities to meet the 
daily increase in the numbers, and to obtain labour 
locally was impossible. On 25th March there were 
1000 sick with personnel for half the number. 
Already a hospital for 1700 sick had been projected, 
but until it could take shape ° it was evident that 
the sick must be sent away from the place, a scheme 
which the Authorities objected to owing to the 
congestion of all the other hospitals in the district. 
Potchefstroom, for instance, already had 1400 sick 
of its own, Johannesburg 2300 sick, Krugersdorp 
was full to overflowing, and to further increase the 
personnel difficulties a fifth hospital was ordered to 
be formed at Springs, near Johannesburg, for 500 
animals. In the first days of April the P.V.O. was 
again at Klerksdorp. An Australian and New 
Zealand contingent had arrived, 2500 strong, and 
90% of their horses had been affected with influenza, 
and 25% were still suffering. It was impossible to 
find accommodation for these, as the number in 
hospital at Klerksdorp on 9th April stood at 1200, 
so they had to form a depot for their sick in which 
300 animals were placed. 

We have seen from the dates of operations the 
number of times columns returned to Klerksdorp 
for re-fitting, and always adding to the sick. On 
one day in March, 360 horses out of a total of 700 
with Kekewich had to be sent to hospital as being 
unfit for work, and such examples were numerous, t 
The pressure of work on the black labour employed 
in the Hospital rose to breaking point, it was 
impossible to get the horses properly watered or 

* Stabling for 500 siek was not approved until 20th 
April. 

f In his evidence before the Royal Commission, Major- 
General Kekewich stated, Q. 22,024, that during the last 
month of the war he used up 1500 horses. His strength at 
the time was 4000, so that his loss was 37’5% a month, or 
450% a year. 


224 


A Veterinary History oj 


Supplement to Yhe 
Veterinary Record. 


fed, and the extra labour sent from time to time 
never met the urgency, as the sick list rose by leaps 
and bounds. On 20th April it stood at 2200, and a 
day or two later approval was given to reduce the 
strain by sending 500 of the sick to other hospitals. 
It was not, indeed, until the urgency had passed 
away that proper accommodation for the sick, water 
supply, and labour were obtainable at Klerksdorp. 
In the meantime another hospital break-down had 
been placed to the credit of the Veterinary Service. 

It was not as if the grinding machinery had 
stopped working elsewhere, which would have 
enabled further aid being sent to Klerksdorp. The 
account given of the operations will show how far 
that was from being the case. In fact, the con¬ 
gestion of the hospitals on the line from Johannes¬ 
burg to Natal in the Eastern Transvaal, was 
as bad as it was in the Western Transvaal. The 
hospital at Standerton had been receiving the sick 
from Bruce Hamilton’s operations, and on 29th 
April there were 2300 cases in hospital, more coming 
in, and labour urgently required. One hospital 
further down the line had to be closed owing to the 
failure of water supply, and its sick distributed to 
places already congested. 

Returning to Klerksdorp, from the 24th April the 
work had to be carried on single handed owing to 
the sickness of the second officer, and we may briefly 
look at the duties which had to be performed by the 
one who was left. In hospital he had over 2000 
sick. Every column based on Klerksdorp had a 
debility depot of its own, of cases requiring rest. 
These depots had to be visited daily, and the cases 
of glanders and mange they contained weeded out. 
There was a large transport depot with sick 
animals, a depot for captured stock, the cattle in 
which were suffering from pleuro-pneumonia, “ red 
water” and rinderpest. Both of these had to be 
visited and assisted. Finally the hospital had to 
take on the duties of the supply of veterinary stores 
to units in the Field, a laborious and time-con¬ 
suming service. Under the above circumstances 
there appears to us to be good excuse for the failure 
of Klerksdorp as constituted to meet the require¬ 
ments of sudden and intense military activity. Yet 
we shall ever deplore the dual control in adminis¬ 
tration, and regret that the undivided attention of a 
senior administrative officer with long experience 
of the war was not devoted to this one centre of 
extraordinary activity, with three or four officers 
placed in the hospital for executive duties. These 
steps could not have affected the water supply, nor 
the shortage of nose-bags, the absence of mangers 
and stabling, and the poverty of black labour; they 
would not have prevented the hospital being 
crushed under the pressure exercised upon it, but 
they would have prevented any reproach on depart¬ 
mental arrangements. 

On the day peace was proclaimed there were 
28,700 sick horses and mules in South Africa, of 
these 19,500 were in the fifty existing hospitals, the 


balance being on debility farms under Remount 
management. 

On the same day the Veterinary Service with 
Units, Remounts and Hospitals consisted of:— 


Veterinary Officers 63 

Civil Veterinary Surgeons 113 

European Dressers 79 

Indian „ 528 

Civil Farriers, Conductors and Clerks 217 

South African Natives 3547 


We are fortunate in having recently had placed 
before us the cost of the upkeep of a hospital in 
South Africa.* One for 1500 animals at Middelburg 
cost £245 a day, of which £187 was for rations for 
the horses. As the animals would have to be fed, 
whether in or out of hospital, it is thought the 
charge for rations should not be placed against the 
cost of maintaining a hospital, in which case the 
expenditure would be reduced to £58 a day for 
1500 sick. The astonishing fact comes out in 
Major Cochrane’s paper that the cost of drugs and 
dressings only amounts to one-fifth of a penny per 
day per horse, or 4s. 2d. daily for 1500 animals. 
These figures are the outcome of direct observation 
and painstaking inquiry; it will be impossible in 
future to argue that it is cheaper in war to allow 
horses to die than to institute a place for their 
medical and surgical treatment; even if the other 
condition (acclimatisation) urged at pp. 134-135 
was not permitted to carry weight. 

The declaration of peace brought no reduction in 
the numbers in hospital, on the other hand they 
increased, for animals which could not previously 
be laid up for treatment had now to be admitted. 
The number of hospitals were now gradually 
reduced, for a large hospital run on good lines gives 
far better results than several smaller hospitals of 
unequal value. Nevertheless it was ten months 
after the war before the hospitals fell to nine, the 
number then fixed as the future establishment for 
the country. 


THE REMOUNT DEPARTMENT IN 1902 . 

By 1902 a system had been in operation which 
could not now be changed, we allude to that of 
placing animals in the ranks as soon as they were 
landed. It is true an effort was made to avoid 
this, but under military pressure all regulations in 
this respect had to be swept aside for the time 
being. It was these spasmodic outbursts of activity 
which proved so wasteful of horses. 

An Inspector-General of Remounts for South 
Africa, whose appointment was notified in Cable 
No. 101, see p,189, arrived in South Africa on 31st 
Dec., 1901, and took over the duties by inspecting 

* “Veterinary Hospitals during War,” Major R. C. 
Cochrane, A.V.C .—United Service Magazine, Nov., 1913. 
This paper ought to be read by all interested in the question 
of hospitals, including economists. 
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the various Remount Depots in the Command. At 
this time, therefore, there existed an Inspector- 
General of Remounts with a Staff Officer, together 
with a Veterinary officer, Captain Carr, A.V D., 
who acted as ungazetted A.D.C. to the General. In 
addition, there was an Inspector of Remounts and 
Hospitals, and an Assistant-Inspector of Remounts. 
The result of the inspection by the Inspector-General 
of Remounts of the various Remount Depots in the 
Cape was, on the whole, satisfactory. * The depot 
at Durban he condemned, as in wet weather the 
horses stood up to their hocks in mud. The climate 
also was bad for horses, and the animals lost 
condition. A rest camp had accordingly been 
formed six miles from Durban, and from here the 
horses were forwarded to a large farm twelve miles 
north, where accommodation for 2000 was in course 
of time erected. The Inspector-General considered 
the Natal Remount work was “ much worse organ¬ 
ised than the others,” but, with a change in admin¬ 
istration, improvement was hoped for. He observed 
that mangers did not exist in all the depots, but 
had been ordered, and that water was not always 
laid on. 

The remount depots were divided by him into 
three groups : landing depots at Cape Town (Stellen¬ 
bosch), Port Elizabeth, East London, and Durban ; 
issuing depots at De Aar, Bowker’s Park (Queens¬ 
town), Bloemfontein, Johannesburg, Standerton and 
Newcastle. Resuscitating depots (debility farms), 
at Worcester, Naauwpoort, Craddock, Storm berg, 
Aliwal North, Burghersdorp, and Dordrecht in 
Cape Colony, Lynch’s Farm at Bloemfontein, Heil- 
bron, Winburg, and Springfontein in the Free State. 
In this report the condition of the defective depot 
at Mooi River is not specifically referred to. 

The Inspector-General drew attention to the fact 
that the Remount Officers employed in the various 
depots all over South Africa had no previous experi¬ 
ence of remount work, but were doing their best. 

Regarding the length of time given to horses 
after landing in order to fit them for work, a point 
into which he was specially charged by the War 
Office to enquire, he says: “ Lord Kitchener told me 
he had given orders that no horse was to be issued 
for use with columns on service until it had been a 
month in South Africa. Very few of the officers I 
found knew of this order, and horses were continu¬ 
ally sent to depots up country with no description 
of them or date of their arrival in the country. I 
gave stringent orders to remedy this, and called in 
all horses I found already issued that had been too 
short a time in South Africa.” 

The Inspector-General of Remounts did not 
remain long in South Africa ; by the end of March, 
1902, he was in Australia, and the only matter of 
professional interest connected with his report from 
that country, is a note on the needlessly large 
veterinary staff maintained there. His remarks on 


* Reports by Officers appointed b> the Commander-in- 
Cbief to inquire into the working of the Remount Depart¬ 
ment Abroad. “ Parliamentary Paper,” Gd. 995, 1902. 


this matter must be reproduced, as they have a 
bearing on a very important question. “ Civil 
Veterinary Surgeon Conacher was sent from 
Pretoria to see whether blue (sic) glanders existed 
in Australia. Now, as there were in the country 
two very competent men, Veterinary-Captain 
Nuthall, A.V.D., and C.V.S. Taylor, the sending of 
Mr. Conacher appears to have been but a useless 
expense, especially as I know that competent veteri¬ 
nary surgeons were terribly wanted at the time in 
South Africa.” 

As to the nature of “ blue ” glanders we know 
nothing, and never heard of it until it appeared in 
this report. It is most unlikely that Colonel 
Matthews would send anyone to Australia to look 
for a disease which did not exist, and the question 
arises as to who sent this gentleman looking for 
glanders in a country where it has never been 
seen ? Mr. Conacher was attached to the Remount 
Department, and his visit to Australia, so rightly 
condemned by the Inspector-General of Remounts, 
may have been connected with the evidence given 
by Col. Darby before the C. of E. Remounts dealt 
with at p. 203. 

Returning to a general account of the remount 
operations during 1902, there was probably no 
period in the war, since Bloemfontein in 1900, when 
the pressure had been so great as from March to 
May, 1902. An increase in the number of horses 
sent to the country was met by an increase in the 
size of the depots. We have already seen that this 
occurred in Natal, but, in addition, the Port Eliza¬ 
beth depot in January was nearly doubled in size. 

One of the very busy remount centres during 
1902 was the improvised depot located at Klerk 
dorp. Prior to the Western Transvaal Campaign 
it was merely a place where columns threw in their 
sick and worn, and received fresh animals in their 
place; but the operations undertaken in March, 
April and May necessitated a rapid and considerable 
expansion, such as had never been anticipated. 
The depot, in fact, suffered from acute congestion, 
for the same reason as we have seen the hospital 
did. Standerton was another extremely busy 
centre, the Natal Railway being actively occupied 
during 1902 in pouring up remounts to Johannes- 
! burg. With a change in the local administration at 
Mooi River, a marked improvement occurred in a 
large and important depot which had become a 
reproach, see p. 201. 

The inspection of Remount Depots by Colonel 
Long and the Inspector-General of Remounts had 
led to considerable structural improvements, while 
their veterinary supervision throughout South 
Africa having been in the hands of Major Blenkinsop, 
D.S.O., for several months, insured an organisation 
and thoroughness of veterinary work which had 
previously been absent. 

The debility farms and remount depots had been 
largely freed from the diseases w hich had previously 
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carried off thousands. The balance of the “ pro¬ 
tection stock” had received veterinary supervision, 
and matters as a whole during 1902 were better 
than they had ever previously been. 

Nevertheless, unfit horses were still employed 
in making war, and if any failure of the Re¬ 
mount Service can be urged at this late period of 
the campaign, it is that of not grappling closely 
with the question of conditioning horses even 
during the short time the animals remained in the 
depots. It is true that practically every depot 
possessed an Eassie exercising track (see p. 129), 
but more than this is required for riding horses; 
these, in order to be conditioned, must carry a saddle 
and man, see p. 189. 

The remount view appears to have been that 
it was not part of their duty to ride and train 
the horses, but it seems to us that it was much 
more their duty than that of looking after thousands 
of sick animals on debility farms. We fully recog¬ 
nise the extraordinary difficulty and expense 
attached to conditioning 10,000 "horses a month, 
but the heavy financial burden thus incurred would 
have been cheaper than horses, and no one can 
doubt the saving and efficiency which would have 
resulted. Before the war, the question of condi¬ 
tioning remounts for the Field had never been 
thought of, possibly for the reason that the hand¬ 
ful of horses which the War office laid down in 
War Establishments, as meeting the requirements of 
a Force, did not appear to suggest any difficulties in 
the way of exercise. 

The conditioning of remounts in the Field for 
both saddle and draught work is a matter which 
requires the closest attention, if we are to avoid in 
the future the errors of the past. We do not 
believe that it can be satisfactorily arranged for 
excepting by charging the remount branch with 
this duty, for it is impossible to conceive two 
distinct departments connected with the receipt 
and issue of horses in war, and another charged 
with getting them into condition before they are 
given to the troops to use. The work must be 
centralized, and proper training establishments 
provided. 

There are no returns after January, 1902, to show 
exactly the number of horses which came into the 
country month by month up to the proclamation of 
peace. In a Cable from the War Office of 26th 
November, 1901 (see p. 189), the numbers then being 
sent, in response to an increase asked for on the 
previous day, are put down at 10,000 to 12,000 
remounts a month, and on the 24th December a 
Cable was received to the effect that 40,000 horses 
would be landed in December, January and Febru- 

* See p. 204 for the destructions in Cape Colony between 
September and December, 1901, inclusive. From January 
to May, 1902, the numbers were as follows :— 

Glanders 1380 

Mange 120 

Debility, injuries, etc. 390 

During this period 1870 died in addition to the above. 


ary. The total supplied from January to June, 
1902, was probably as follows Horse8 Muleg 
Oversea remounts, less loss at sea 84,688 10,447 
At sea in Dec., 1901, less loss 9367 985 

Remounts obtained in S. Africa 11,898 10,520 

106,223 21,952 

The loss of horses and mules during the period 
January to May, 1902, is estimated by us, on tho 
basis explained at p. 141, as being in round numbers 
as follows:— 

Horses 73.400 

Mules . 7800 

It is again necessary to note that these losses 
only refer to the animals paid for, and do not in¬ 
clude the thousands picked up * and utilised, which 
were obviously fewer in 1902 than during the pre¬ 
ceding years. 

TOTAL LOSSES FOE THE WAR. 

We may now present the total losses during the 
entire period of the war, and the loss we refer to is 
the dead loss, i.e. t the total number of animals 
which actually disappeared out of the total paid 
for, and exclusive of those “picked up” in South 
Africa. 


Dead loss 

Horses 

Mules 

1899-1900 

110,028 

29.113 

1901 

142,603 

14.433 

1902 

73.443 

7853 

Totals 

3*6,073 

51*399 


These losses are 66 8872% for horses, and 
35*3751% for mules year by year throughout the 
war; the numbers for each period must not be 
regarded as anything but approximate, for we have 
previously explained how they have been arrived at, 
but the accuracv of the totals may be accepted as 
they are official. See Appendix 38, p. 258, “Appen¬ 
dices to the Minutes of Evidence ” R.C. 

The circumstances attending this holocaust have 
formed the bulk of this history. 

A great deal of scattered information regarding 
the loss of animals in the Field has already been 
recorded in these pages. A knowledge of such loss 
is of the utmost moment. It indicates the pro¬ 
vision to be made for the future, and it enables a 
Commander to calculate beforehand what his 
requirements in re-inforcements are likely to be. 
We can only regret that the information respecting 
losses has not been complete or continuous, so that 
the cost in animals of every operation, large and 
small, might have been known. Even under 
pressure of active service brief note-making is 

* One small M.I. Column, 500 strong, alone collected 
18,500 animals off the veldt in the Free State in fourteen 
months, and handed in 10,000 to remounts. These figures 
were kept by C.V.S. R. MacDonald. (See also footnote, 
p. 185). 

In the House of Commons, 8th Feb., 1902, it was stated 
that 89,705 horses had been oaptured. The war had yet 
another four months to run, and it is certain the total 
captures amounted to over 125,000 animals. 
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possible, but few people appear to realise the value 
of such observations, and still fewer know what to 
record and what to reject. Regimental losses 
during the war are most difficult to obtain, and in 
many cases owing to the numerous refits of horses, 
no record appears to have been kept. There is one 
remarkable exception : Captain A. S. Plead, A.V.C. 
(R), who served with the Inniskilling Dragoons 
throughout the war, kept the most careful notes of 
losses from all causes in this Regiment. 0 His 
tables are unique, and as a record of untiring zeal 
and industry, under most disadvantageous condi¬ 
tions, they are never likely in the future to be 
approached, let alone equalled. 

He tells us that from November, 1899—June, 
1902, the Inniskilling Dragoons used up 3750 
horses. 

The distance they covered in this time measured 
in a straight line and on a flat surface was 6116 
miles. This must at least be doubled if we are to 
form any notion of the amount of ground covered. 

On this basis one horse was used up for every 3| 
miles covered during the war. 

The following table shows the strength of the 
Inniskilling Dragoons on landing in Africa, the 
number of horses that joined the regiment through 
the war, and the number expended during the same 
period. 

Income , Nov., 1399 to June, 1902. 


Strength on landing - 406 

Remounts - - 3061 

“ Picked up ” on the Veldt 222 

Transfers from other Regiments 601 


Number of horses joined 4290 

Expenditure. Nov., 1899 to June, 1902. 
Sent to Veterinary Hospitals 1600 

Missing - - 201 

Returned to Remount Depot - 202 

Abandoned - 201 

Destroyed - - 595 

Died - - 482 

Transferred to other Regiments 469 


Number of horses expended 3750 

Strength on 31st May, 1902 540 


4290 

The expenditure for two and a half years of 
active service was equivalent to the whole regiment 
being re-horsed ten and a half times. 

As evidence of the amount of sickness and 
accident occurring among horses on service, it is 
interesting to observe that the 4290 horses furnished 
4170 admissions, so that practically every horse 
was sick at some time or other during the cam¬ 
paign. In this connection it is important to note 
that not a single case is recorded as sick that could 
perform duty of any kind. For example, there 

* •• The Wear and Tear of Horses daring the South 
African War,” Lieut. A. S. Head, A.V.D. —Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, 1903. 


were hundrods of cases of mange in the regiment 
at one time or other, yet only 23 figure on the 
returns during two and a half years. 

It is well to hear in mind the amount of regi¬ 
mental sickness and inefficiency, as there are 
people who have suggested the withdrawal of veteri¬ 
nary officers from regiments on service in order to 
place them on the line. The figures above quoted 
show that there is au abundance of work to he 
attended to, not only in treatment but in prevention. 
Nearly a quarter of the above cases of sickness 
were treated regimentally and returned to duty 
without burdening the hospitals. It is not bullets 
which kill horses on service; we have seen this 
over and over again in these pages. Capt. Head’s 
figures provide us with an exact expression. Out 
of 4170 cases of sickness occurring in two and a 
half years, only 163 were due to bullet wounds, and 
three to shell fire! Nevertheless, the Inniskilling 
Dragoons saw a good deal of fighting. 

The next instructive table supplied by Captain 
Head shows the casualties for each march or 
engagement throughout the war, and the distance 
travelled ; the table only shows the actual casual¬ 
ties during the march, and does not include those 
in the intervals between the marches. It is 
important to observe that tho mileage is the 
distance covered between the point of departure 
and the conclusion of the operations. For example, 
in the thirteenth entry it reads as if the distance 
from Krugersdorp to Johannesburg were 297 
miles. The two places are close together, but 
twenty-eight days circuitous marching occurred 
before the column came to temporary rest at 
Johannesburg. (See Table , p. 228). 

One more regimental record has been furnished 
through the painstaking observation of a Civil 
Veterinary Surgeon, Mr. Roderick MacDonald 
(Canadian Graduate), served for fourteen months 
with the 1st Mounted Infantry. The following 
table shows the number of horses expended during 
that time:— 

Income, March, 1901, to 31st May, 1902. 


Strength on 22nd March, 1901 480 

Remounts - - - 775 

“ Picked up ” on the Veldt - 360 

-1615 

Expenditure, March 1901 , to 31st May, 1902. 
Died, Destroyed, Killed in Action 513 
Sent to Vety. Hospitals anti Depots 518 


Number of Horses expended 1031 

Strength on 31st Mav, 1902 584 

-1615 

The regiment in fourteen months was completely 


re-horsed over three and a quarter times. 

Of the cases treated in the Field 36“;, were surgi¬ 
cal, 17% were due to lameness, 12“, to skin disease, 
6% to disorders of the digestive apparatus, and 29“,, 
various. 

* There were 50 killed in action and 10 lost by lightning. 
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The 1st of June, 1902, saw South Africa officially 
at peace, with thousands of horses, mules and oxen 
to dispose of. The total number of animals in the 
country on that date which had been paid for was 
161,400 horses, and 93,900 mules. 0 After deduct¬ 
ing those required for the Army of occupation, 
140,000 horses and some 74,000 mules were in 
excess of requirements, and the problem was how to 
get rid of these as speedily as possible in view of 
the cost of keeping idle mouths.? 

The country was devastated, and a department 
was formed known as the Repatriation, the function 
of which was to restore matters to a condition 
which would enable a fresh start to be made by the 
community. This department relieved the army of 
some thousands of horses and mules, but there was 
still a large balance available for sale which was 
gradually disposed of within the next few months. 
Prior to this, however, all horses serving with units 
were inspected with the object of retaining in the 
service only the best out of the large stock avail¬ 
able. 

The army was full of glanders and mange, the 
latter was obvious, the former was not. The 
Repatriation Department naturally insisted on the 
mallein test being employed for all animals pur¬ 
chased by them, and many thousands of inocula¬ 
tions were made, but in spite of this the numbers 
were so vast, and the urgency of regenerating the 
country so great, that many could not be tested for 
want of time and available material, and no doubt 
a considerable number of cases of glanders found 
their way into various quarters of the country. 
This was the more marked with those animals sold 
in the public market, for which no guarantee could 
be given, and only a limited number of which had 
been tested. The Civil Veterinary Departments of 
all the Colonies regarded this dispersal of in¬ 
numerable foci of both glanders and lymphangitis 
with natural apprehension, but the disposal of the 
horses was a very necessary measure, and every 
reasonable effort was made to reduce the penalty of 
purchasing from an infected mass of material. 
Nevertheless, the civil departments were kept very 
busy for the next few years in their endeavour to 
stamp out both of these diseases. By about Sep¬ 
tember, 1902, the Army had reduced its proportion 
of animals to a peace establishment. 


* The Tables published by the Royal Commission show 
151,100 horses and 94,600 mules. The difference in horses 
is due to the reinforcements from home and oversea 
contingents not having been included in the War Oflice 
returns. 

f There is a great discrepancy in the various Tables of 
the numbers of animals existing on 1st June, 1902. The 
figures quoted are from the Tables in the Royal Commis¬ 
sion on the War. There are others, which show the totals 
as follows :— 

Horses Mules Oxen Donkeys 

142,159 76,640 74,500 12,800 


THE BREEDS OF HORSES. 

Some reference must be made to a debate on the 
war in the House of Commons, reported in the 
Times of 1st February, 1902. It centred around 
the Remount question, and frequent reference was 
made to horses being “ bad.” During the war an 
attempt was made to ascertain the wearing qualities 
and staying powers of the various breeds of oversea 
animals. The only oversea remount with which no 
fault could be found was the English “ bus ” horse. 
There w'ere many then, and probably many to this 
day, who believed that the special qualities of this 
animal were primarily due to his being English. 
In the above discussion Lord Stanley destroyed 
this myth, by pointing out that 90% of these animals 
were Canadians. 

In the following table * are shown the number of 
remount horses and mules imported from each 
country during the war:— 


United Kingdom 

Horses 

61,484 

Mules 

South America 

26,544 

— 

Canada 

14,621 

— 

Australasia 

23,028 

— 

Austria 

64.157 

— 

U.S. of America 

109,878 

90,524 

India 

3062 

1114 

Spain 

— 

15,229 

Italy 

— 

7004 

Cyprus 

— 

128 

Uganda 

— 

306 


The efforts made during the war to ascertain 
from Commanders the wearing qualities and suit¬ 
ability of the different breeds of horses, comprised 
in the above mass of material, are tabulated in the 
“ R.C. Appendix 58,” also in “ C. of E. Rem. 
Appendix E. No. 14.” At p. 218 of the latter 
report, is a criticism of the contradictory character 
of these opinions, t 

No veterinary officers were asked by the Authori¬ 
ties to record their opinion, either on the suitability 
for work or soundness of the tens of thousands of 
imported horses. We are, nevertheless, in a position 
to furnish the opinion of one who saw more of every 
class of horse than any other veterinary officer in 
the country. Major Blenkinsop took full advantage 
of his appointment as Senior Veterinary Officer of 
Remounts, and we shall add his opinion J to those 
expressed in the Reports above-mentioned. 

The reports on North American Horses and Cobs 
were generally to the effect that they acclimatised 
rapidly, bore privation well, and were capable of 
looking after themselves. The big horses were not 
liked ; as one officer expressed it “ the rations won’t 

• “ R.C. Appendix 38. ” 

f Of three ship-loads of North American horses, all de¬ 
rived from the same herds, and sailing about the same 
time, two were reported as excellent, and the third as 
utterly unsuitable. “ Under these circumstances it is 
difficult to know what to do.’' “ Colonel de Burgh, C.ofE. 

Rem., Appendix E.. p. 360.” 

♦ Extracted from his Campaign Report (unpublished). 
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keep any animal over 14*2 alive.” * As a breed they 
were generally considered clumsy and not very sure 
footed. 

Blenkinsop draws attention to the frequency with 
which the North American horses suffered from 
defective eyesight, especially cataract. Splints and 
spavins were common. Defective hock action, and 
excessively large flat feet were frequent faults. He 
notes the presence among these horses of a tendency 
for the limbs to give way on board-ship through 
standing, the knee curving backwards owing to 
rupture of supporting ligaments. This condition 
was not seen in other classes of horses, excepting in 
a few Hungarians. The hones and joints of many of 
the U.S. horses were wanting in development; and 
such animals suffered from sprain of the flexors or 
suspensory, if called upon to carry heavy weights 
for long periods. The length of the incisor teeth of 
these horses renders the question of “aging” rather 
difficult. They proved themselves hardy animals, 
soon recovering from debility and exhaustion, and 
rarely suffering from serious illness. 

Russian Horses and Cobs. There was a consen¬ 
sus of opinion that this animal was too slow. He 
made a useful M.l. cob, but was of little use for 
Cavalry. Generally, the Russians are rough in their 
pace, hardy, and do well under exposure and short 
rations. Russian ponies, according to Blenkinsop, 
are very liable to bony diseases of the limbs; the 
feet are frequently defective, the wall thin and 
brittle. He is a hardy animal who fattens quickly, 
is very quiet to handle and ride, but an inveterate 
kicker. He can withstand long hours and short 
forage. The feet are very liable to congestion, 
especially when the animal is fat. 

South American Horses and Cobs. These were 
generally condemned as slow, stubborn, clumsy. 
It is pointed out that good Argentines existed, and 
that only a few of the best were imported. General 
Elliott stated that “ it is impossible to conceive 
a worse animal for service requirements," than 
those imported from the Argentina for the war, but 
that good ones exist. Blenkinsop describes the 
Argentine horses as very hardy, wanting in quality, 
and more fitted for slow draught than riding. 

Canadian Horses and Cobs. These were generally 
reported upon as good hardy animals that retained 
their condition under stress of service. See also 
p.112 of this History, which deals with the recuper¬ 
ative powers of Canadian horses. Lieut. Morrison f 
tells us that out of 137 horses, the strength of “D” 
Battery Royal Canadian Artillery, which landed in 
Africa in March, 1900, GG were alive in the follow¬ 
ing November after a good deal of marching and 

* Even the Remount Authorities must by this time have 
become convinced of the value of the small horse. In a 
letter to the War Office the Assistant Inspector of Remounts, 
8. A, under date ‘27th November, 1901, says : — “Even . . . 
keep demanding ponies, which are the only things they can 
feed enough to keep them alive.” Nevertheless, in his 
report to the War Office, subsequently printed as a Parlia¬ 
mentary Paper, there is no mention of starvation rations. 

f “ With the Guns in South Africa.’’ 


fighting. ° Blenkinsop regards the Canadian horse 
as more suitable for draught than for saddle. They 
were generally sound horses, and did good work in 
the Eield. He notes the presence among them 
of roaring and the frequency of defective eyesight. 

English Horses and Cobs. There was a consen¬ 
sus of opinion that the English horse required to 
become acclimatised before the best results were 
realised. The bigger he is the more unsuitable he 
becomes; lie must be well fed. f “The English 
horses that, owing to good fortune, or to exception¬ 
ally strong constitutions, have not died before they 
became properly acclimatised, are the best horses 
for work in the Field” * (Col. Rawlinson). Another 
officer says :—“ A hit of a fool when put imme¬ 
diately into the Field, as he has been so well cared 
for; he takes time to adapt himself to strange 
conditions of service, such as grazing, standing still, 
wateiing, etc., and is a bit like his British rider in 
that respect ” (General \V. Knox). Blenkinsop re¬ 
garded the English horso as the most technically 
unsound of all those imported. He points out 
faults which render him a bad horse on service, i.e., 
constantly kicking, bad grazer, difficult to drive in 
mobs, and slow to recuperate from debility and 
exhaustion the result of hard work. A very large 
percentage became roarers after they bad been in 
South Africa any length of time. With all his 
faults he admits he was the best animal imported 
into the country, but he required feeding, careful 
attention, and protection from the weather until 
acclimatised. Blenkinsop notes the large per¬ 
centage of horses shipped as English which were 
not so bred. 

Australasian Horses These animals take a year 
to acclimatise in India, and they require time in 


* As an example of the vitality of the Canadian horse, 
be relates the story of one left behind for dead owing to 
exhaustion. The animal subsequently struggled along and 
carne into camp, and the men gave him a cheer. 

t Other information bearing on this point has already 
been sufficiently referred to at pp 122, 183. From the large 
unsuitable horse, which the Director-General of the 
Veterinary Service urged the Inspector-General of Re¬ 
mount* not to huv, the Remount Department, with two 
years experience in the Field, had come down to the polo 
pony stamp, see footnote p. 122, also Cable 101, Cd. 9t»3, to 
the War Office, which runs as follows : — “English horses 
arriving still too heavy. Well-bred, weight-carrying polo 
pony is the ideal required for all mounted troops, who now 
carry little* on the saddle.” 

Well-bred weight carrying polo ponies, to the number of 
10,000 or 12,000 a month, were now asked for ! Where 
was it supposed they were to come from, even if they could 
have been purchased at remount price? 

The Court of Enquiry into the administration of the 
Army Remount Department, was the only body distinctly 
charged with the duty of inquiring into the question of 
whether the proper stamp of horse had been provided for 
the war. It is somewhat significant that Colonel Duck, 
whose evidence is given at p. 122 of this History, was never 
called before it, so that the initial blunder made by the 
Remount Department in providing, against skilled advice, 
a class of horse utterly unsuited to the country, does not 
appear in the Report subsequently presented to Parliament. 

J In this connection, see the remarks, pp. 134, 135. 
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South Africa. All big and leggy horses failed ; the 
others did well if given time. Like English horses 
they require to be well fed. They are slow at 
recovering from exhaustion, a bad feature in a 
soldier's horse. Australian horses are noted by 
Blenkinsop as liable to respiratory trouble, especially 
catarrh, and bilious fever. They require a long 
time for recovery after a voyage. The muscular 
development is imperfect, and they need long and 
continuous exercise and feeding before being fit for 
service. He regards the New Zealand horse as 
not only better developed hut a far more useful 
animal. 

Hungarian Hornes. Universally condemned. 
Blenkinsop notes the “softness” of Hungarian 
horses, their liability to congested feet, to saddle 
and girth galls, their lack of physical development, 
and their difficulty in recovering condition after 
emaciation. 

No special report is published dealing with the 
horse of South Africa, perhaps none was necesarv. 
He was suberb, though our Remount Department 
would not look at him until compelled.Colonel 
Thorneycroft, who raised and commanded an Irre¬ 
gular Regiment of Mounted Infantry during the 
war, told the Commission, “ R.C. Appendix 52,” 
p.353, that a very large number of the original 
animals which came to him on raising the regiment 
went all throm/h the campaign .! They kept their 
condition in a wonderful manner considering the 
hard work they performed. Many were small 
ponies, but“ they seemed to carry the heavy weight 
with far greater case to themselves than a big 
horse.” 

General Plumer (“R.C. Evid., Q. 18034 ”), in re¬ 
ferring to the South African horse, said that nearly 
30% of his were effective at the end of twelve 
months’ service in the Field. This he attributed to 
there being time to get them into condition before 
war broke out. He stated that he himself rode the 
same horse throughout the whole campaign. “I 
hardly had another horse.” J We have seen the 
character of the work in which General Plumer 
was engaged. Blenkinsop draws attention to the 
immunity of the South African horse to disease, 
his defective symmetry and conformation, and the 
surprising amount of work that a veritable weed 
could perform. Their peculiar short teeth and 
coarse grazing render their age very difficult to 
judge. ' 

It is, however, quite unnecessary to bring forward 
any other evidence of the wonderful vitality of these 
horses, than that afforded by the stout and prolonged 
resistance offered by an enemy to whom marching 
on foot was unknown. 

Lord Stanley, in the House of Commons’ “ bad 
horse ” debate, previously referred to, struck one of 
the few practical notes which appeared throughout, 

* See pp. 123 (Statement by Q.M.G.), 131, 132. 133. 

t The italics are onrs. 

X He adds that he only paid £19 10s. for this animal, 
and that his last march was one of 60 mile?. 


when he stated “ that the real secret of a good 
remount was condition.” It is impossible to say 
whether a remount is going to be good or bad, 
whose physical condition is such that he is dead in 
a few days or even hours after being issued. He 
never has a chance of show ing what lie is made of. 
The remarkable divergence of views to be met with 
in the Appendix 58 of the Royal Commission, and 
that tabulated in the “C. of E. Rem.,” App. E 14, 
can readily be explained on this basis. It was the 
previously hard condition of the “ bus” horse which 
enabled him to recover rapidly from the sea voyage 
and put on a good front. Further, he was not 
hustled; the majority of these horses w’ent to Natal 
where they had by no means a hard time at the 
early part of the w ar. It is not intended to suggest 
that “ bad horses ” were not sent from oversea. 0 
The ill-selected, underbred, cheap Argentine could 
never have been anything but what he was, but he 
certainly never had a chance. The Hungarian 
“ flat-catcher,” even when conditioned, was not of 
the “ cut and come again ” type, and the big horse 
of any breed is a “bad horse” for war. Condition 
will help, hut not remove, “ sickle hocks,” overshot 
fetlocks, “turned-out” toes, and long backs; 
nevertheless, the wholesale charge of “ bad horses,” 
heard within and without the House of Commons, 
represents in the main the loose expression of 
opinion of men, who, with no technical knowledge 
of a highly technical question, are led away either 
by their own ignorance or that of others. 

We have no other object to serve than that of 
historical accuracy and fair criticism, whether to 
partisan or opponent. When the enormous numbers 
of animals purchased for South Africa are borne in 
mind, it is not a matter for surprise that “ bad ” 
ones were to he found. Does no dealer ever buy a 
had horse? Does no skilled layman every buy one 
he regrets having taken ? What, therefore, was to 
be expected when officers of limited or no knowledge 
of the work f were sent with a blank cheque to 
various parts of the globe, to learn at the public 
expense one of the most difficult branches of trade? 
if a merchant were compelled to send inexperienced 
men to buy tea and sugar on his behalf ho would 
expect mistakes to he made. 

* The following are the official Cables, Cd. 963, in which 
specific instances of bad horses are reported : — 

Cable 68. December 111th, 1900. “ Hungarian horses con¬ 

demned as * fiat-catchers ’ .... Big horses, 
especially Australians, last no time.” 

Cable 51. May 1st, 1901. ” American horses arriving too 

leggy and loose mad 2 .” 

Cable 95. October 15th, 1901. Reporting on a consign¬ 
ment of horses from Australia says, ” Attribute 
bad condition to class of animal. Big, long- 

legged, ragged-hipped, coarse horses.” 

Cable 112. January lotli, 1902. Reporting that the horses 
of the Bays were of the wrong stamp to last in 
Africa. Asks for greater care in selection 
generally. 

Cable 114. January 22nd, 1902. “ Considerable percent¬ 

age of horses landed lack compact formation . . 
Australian horses specially badly selected." 

t See this Hi ton, p. 124. 
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We doubt whether the purchasing officers of' 
no experience had any conception of the difficulty ' 
of their task. That they had no conception of 
their own ignorance is, we think, undoubted, for 
they were not compelled to accept the position | 
Further, did they not all belong to the mounted 1 
branches of the Service, which of itself, from an 
Army point of view, was a sufficient guarantee of a 
knowledge of horses ? It was the fair price paid by 
the State and the enormous numbers purchased 
which saved the inexperienced buyer. It is absurd j 
to suppose that when animals are being bought by 
tens of thousands only undesirables are presented. 
Had a better price been paid for the Argentine a 
better class of animal would have been obtained., 
The purchase of big horses must not be laid to the 
charge of the remount purchasing officer. The 
War Office fixes the standard of height, and from 
this scale the purchaser is not permitted to depart. 
We submit that the purchasing officers made a good 
average selection, for the reason that in dealing 
with such enormous numbers, ordinary care being 
exercised, an average must be reached which 
represents the horse of the country. It is presumed 
that the Authorities were satisfied that the horse of 
the country was suited for their work, or else the 
purchasing officer would never have been sent there. 

In those cases, such as Hungary, where the horse 
of the country failed, the charge must not be laid 
against the purchasing officer. The only possible 
exception to this dictum is the horse of Australia, 
which was, from Indian experience, repeatedly | 
reported as badly selected. But may not this; 
have been due to the fact that the Australian 
horses employed by the Army in India are carefully 
selected, after importation, from four times the 
number required, and therefore do not represent 
the general type of the horse of the country ? ° It 

* Lord Downe, in his “Report on the Remount Opera¬ 
tions in Australia—Parliamentary Paper, Cd. 995,” says :— 

“ The general idea in England is, that Australia swarms 
with horses, and that good horses ate to be bought like 
rabbits—for next to nothing .... The breeders mostly 
breed for racing purposes, and thus the greater part of the 
surplus horses are weeds ....’’ In another part of the 
same report the Queensland horse is described as “ light, 
weedy, and badly nourished .... totally unbroken and 

not used to be handled like paddock-bred horses.” 

Many of these found their way to South Africa. 

“There are doubtless large numbers of good, useful 
horses bred, but beyond the local requirements and the 


is stated, “ K.C.”, Q, 13,065, that the purchasing 
officer in Australia rejected 50% of those presented 
for sale. Nevertheless, it appears to us that the 
price he paid was not sufficiently high to obtain a 
horse suitable for immediate use. 

The smaller the numbers purchased the greater 
chance for ignorance and inexperience to demon¬ 
strate their presence. Few wars in the future, let 
us hope, will afford two-and-a-half years for the 
training of its remount officers, and experience ex¬ 
tending to the purchase of half-a-million of animals; 
it must not, therefore, be imagined that we advocate 
the inexperienced and ignorant being sent purchas¬ 
ing in time of war. Where, however, are skilled 
purchasers in sufficient numbers to be obtained ? 
Personally, we would select from amongst the 
largest dealers in the country, creating rigid safe¬ 
guards, and giving them the salary of a Cabinet 
Minister while employed. Such a scheme would be 
economically sound. 

The purchasing officer is not responsible for 
soundness ; the cry of “ unsound horses ” was at 
times as frequent and undeserved as that of “bad 
horses.” Some fifty cases of ringbone, for example, 
were reported to have been sent in a single consign¬ 
ment from Austria! Imagine the amount of work 
required by the dealer and his agents, to “ beat up ” 
a sufficient number of cases of this disease to secure 
the passage of fifty through the first line of defence 
at the place of purchase ? Extravagant charges of 
bad horses and wholesale unsoundness may be 
dismissed. 


Indian market .... which takes 6000 to 8000 horses a 
year, there has been no great demand outside.” 

In describing the difficulties of a Remount Agent dealing 
l direct with breeders and small men, Lord Downe goes on to 
say that the general system of horse disposal in the country 
is by means of large auctions. “Is it possible at any 
public auction, where horses are sold at an average rate of 
one a minute, for an amateur buyer in a strange country to 
compete with professionals at their own trade, and in their 
own country ? ” 

The trials, annoyances, hard work and hardships, of 
purchasing officers form no part of this History ; they were 
very real. The good work done in the various countries 
has been buried beneath the obloquy created by the 
disastrous organisation of this service before the War. 
“ Two Years with Remount Commissions,” by H. Sessions. 
f.u c.v.s., may be read with profit and pleasure. 

• See Report “ C. of E. Remounts,” para. 203. 
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PART III. 


There are several special features which could 
not be conveniently dealt with in the text, and 
these it is intended shall form the subject of this 
part of the History. Some, like horseuiastership, 
have already been frequently referred to. The 
transport of horses by sea and rail; the care of 
transport animals in the Field ; shoeing ; sorebacks ; 
epizootic diseases and their management; acclimati¬ 
sation; poisonous plants, the supply and accounting 
for equipment, etc , are all questions which, consider¬ 
ing their importance, it has not been possible 
hitherto to notice with sufficient fulness. 


H OR S EM A S TE R SII IP . 

Under this designation is comprised the very 
large question of the care and management of 
horses under all conditions. It embraces every 
subject which contributes to the well-being of the 
animal, a knowledge of which is essential to his 
health and preservation. This information has to 
be gained by prolonged practical experience ; it 
cannot be learned on a campaign, but only as the 
result of a previous apprenticeship. So ignorant 
are the majority of Staff Officers of this subject— 
from causes referred to at pp. 115,192—that it is the 
exception to find amongst them any who, without 
previous experience in the mounted branches, or 
the instincts of a horseman, have any knowledge of 
the subject, or are aware of its extraordinary 
importance. The idea with such is, apparently, 
that if a man is able to keep his place in the saddle, 
everything connected with the care and manage¬ 
ment of the horse automatically follows. Unless 
this is the view held, it is impossible to explain the 
policy which brings thousands of irregular horse¬ 
men into existence in an emergency. Take the case 
of the 1901 Contingent of Imperial Yeomanry. 
We have it on the authority of Lord Chesham, 
Inspector-General of Imperial Yeomanry,* that 75% j 
of the men had not been on a horse before they 
passed the riding school test at home, and that 
25% had ridden very little. Apart from the question 
of sending such material as mounted troops into; 
the Field—a matter which does not concern us—! 
what is to become of the wretched animals of which 
these men are placed in charge ? The Yeomanry 
of 1901 are not the only examples of this class of j 
organisation; we have met with it in the regular j 

• “R.C. Evid.” Vol. i.. p. 2hs, q. t>7;*l. 


forces, especially in February, 1900, p. 31, and in 
all cases it has resulted in a heavy loss of animal 
life and inefficiency. 

It would seem, therefore, that the responsible 
authorities who call into existence mounted troops 
from untrained material, are unconscious that the 
horse needs certain essential requirements, which 
can only be furnished by previous knowledge, and 
unremitting care and attention. 

It would be a fair assumption that regular troops, 
trained to the mounted service, should be able to 
show the result of their experience and knowledge 
of horsemastership, by the better preservation of 
I their horses and a vastly lower rate of inefficiency 
as compared with those not so skilled. Unfortu- 
I nately, during the South African campaign, this 
was not so; with the exception of the Artillery 
the mounted branches showed, with but few ex¬ 
ceptions, a deplorable deficiency in this vitally 
important question ; so marked was this that it 
formed one of the questions which the Royal 
Commission on the War was specially directed to 
investigate. Before referring to the results of this 
inquiry, it will be well to see whether any condi¬ 
tions existed before the war in the Cavalry arm, 
which can help to explain this astonishing fact. It 
is a long story with which this History cannot be 
burdened, but only the essential features stated. 

As a matter of fact they have already been hinted 
at on p.117. The original organisation of the 
Cavalry gave the individual officers no control over 
their horses or interest in their management; diet 
stable management and work were regulated by the 
colonel commanding the regiment, and the troop 
j officers obtained no experience, but were tied down 
to a lifeless routine which was as well, and 
frequently better, carried out by the Sergeant-Major 
of the troop as by an officer. Under this system a 
horse could not be taken out of the stable without 
the colonel’s permission. Shortly before the war 
all this was changed in principle, if not in practice. 
It is a very hard matter to effect a radical change 
in organisation in a day, especially in an old army 
like ours which lives on tradition, and is intensely 
conservative. Under the new system the squadron 
and not the troop became the unit, and squadron 
commanders were, at least in theory, given actual 
command of both horses and men, and held 
responsible for their training and well-being. It is 
no matter for wonder that many were by no means 
anxious for such independence, for it carried with it 
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responsibility which came too late in life to be 
welcomed. Time therefore was necessary for the 
new ideas to develop, and for a new generation of 
officers to come into existence. This, perhaps, was 
only realised by the relatively small proportion of 
men in the world who think. Meanwhde, far- 
reaching changes were under consideration in 
connection with the horse question, one of the 
earliest being that the squadron officers were to 
carry out the training ot remounts and prepare 
them to take their place in the ranks. To enable 
this to be effected it was recognised that previous 
training of the officers was essential, and selected 
officers were sent abroad to see how these things 
were managed in Germany, France and Italy. In 
these countries the squadron system was almost as 
old as the army, and it is quite true tiiat under the 
conditions of military service in these countries a 
squadron system of horse-training had become so 
deeply a part of Cavalry organisation, that no diffi¬ 
culty was experienced in carrying it out, as opposed 
to the system in this country of having one expert 
in the regiment who trained the whole of the 
horses for the various squadrons We do not 
defend the latter system ; it was radically defective, 
but it gave each regiment a trained officer---who 
was the selection from among hundreds of men all 
specially trained by a long course of Hiding School 
work—for the responsible and technical duty of 
converting the wild and raw material into the 
steady, handy troop-horse. 

The officers deputed to visit the Continental 
armies brought back with them much valuable 
information, and some which was had. In France 
they saw a handful of men and horses, the pick of 
many thousands, go through a Hiding School 
performance such as would have been a credit to 
the finest circus in the world. The riding of these 
men is superb, the handling and management of 
their well-broken horses a something to remember, 
the whole carried out before a crowded house, with 
a solemnity and silence that an occasion of such 
dignity demands. It was a demonstration in the 
methods of the High School of Horsemanship, first 
developed in Italy during the lf>th Century, before 
mediaeval picturesqueness and pomp had found its 
natural limits. ° The British delegates on their 

* At one time the Cavalry horse remained so long under 
training that hia joints were partly worn out before he had 
oompleted hia elaborate education. The bulk of his work 
took place in the School, the result being that, at the time 
we are speaking of, not 10% of the Cavalry horses would go 
alone. If a man was wanted from the ranks to take a 
message a volunteer had to be called for. All that has now 
changed, thanks to the younger school of thought. General 
Sir Douglas Haig (who was Assistant Adjutant General to 
the Cavalry Division during the War) gave the Royal 
Commission his views on the subject of the military train¬ 
ing of horses:— 

“The men must do less ‘show riding.’ The Riding 
School has come to be regarded as the end and object of our 
training, instead of only being a means to an end .... 
Q. 19,488. “ There are only six things you want to teach 

the individual man in riding— to start his horse, to stop his 
horse, to back, to turn to the right and left, to circle to the 


return from the Continent were enthusiastic of the 
new principles. It seemed, however, to escape 
observation that the Continental system of training 
was carried out by men who made the army a life 
calling, it was their profession. Their means did 
not admit, as with us, of coming to the Service for 
a few years and then retiring when it suited 
them; ° they came to it for life, and accordingly, 
under long and skilful early training, became expert. 
The knowledge and experience gained by officers 
of our native Cavalry in India is identical in nature. 

Among the absolutely bad principles in horse 
management brought back by the British delegates 
was that of the Continental system of stable bed¬ 
ding. It is usual from motives of economy (?) to 
leave the bedding down in the stables of France, 
Germany and Italy for periods of three or four 
months at a time; meanwhile, the dung and urine 
are covered over daily with fresh straw and well 
trodden by the horse into a firm, yet elastic bed, 
which grows. When it has assumed an inconveni¬ 
ent height it is removed, and the putrid condition 
of the material and its overpowering stench when 
the mass is opened up cannot be adequately 
described. This pernicious system of Continental 
bedding at once proved popular. The officers liked 
it; the fermentation of the mass kept the stable 
warm, and the saving in bedding gave them a larger 
ration of hay or corn to work with : the men liked it 
because it represented a fraction of the usual labour. 
The veterinary service condemned it as insanitary 
and destructive to the feet. British stable manage¬ 
ment had hitherto been regarded as the acme of 
perfection, the keynote of which was cleanliness. 

By the adoption of this filthy system in our 
Cavalry stables, the hands of the clock of progress 
were put back. The authorities apparently un¬ 
willing to destroy the initiative the now squadron 
system was intended to encourage, took no action 
to abolish the disgusting practice. At this moment 
war broke out. 

It is evident that the sudden transition from help¬ 
less inactivity and hopeless routine, to chartered 
and uncontrolled licence was had, for the reason 
that the needful knowledge had not in the mean¬ 
time become acquired. It would have needed 
twenty years to have changed successfully the 
working of the machine—it barely had as many 
months. In consequence, the Cavalry entered 
upon the war in South Africa not only with an in¬ 
right and left, and passage, and if he can do these six 
things, he is quite tit to go into the ranks, and yon ought to 
be able to teach him these Bix things in four months.” 

* “ The necessity for ample means [in the Cavalry] bars 
efficiency. A rich man seldom remains long enough in the 
service, nor can he be said to make it hia profession ; he 
consequently lacks the necessary incentive to advance him¬ 
self.”—Earl of Scarborough, “R.C. App. 23,” p. 170. 

In his evidence before the Royal Commission, Major-Gen. 
Marshall, an Artillery officer, in Q. 18,571, says the yonng 
officer “comes into the Artillery to make it a profession, 
and he is in every way encouraged to do so. It is not true 
of the Artillery officer that keenness in his work is un¬ 
fashionable. ”—“ R.C. Evid.,” Vol. ii , p. 364. 
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adequate knowledge of the question of practical 
horsemastership, but were still suffering from the 
effects, and even continuing to labour under the 
vicious system, of centralisation and absence of 
authority. 

The great contrast this presents to the Artillery 
arm may be gathered from the remarks on this 
question at p. 117. Here were two branches of the 
service, both men and officers respectively, recruited 
from the same class. Under the system of undivided 
individual responsibility and sound regimental 
creed, the one remained a self-reliant, self-contained 
branch devoted to the welfare of its horses; the 
other with no regimental creed, with no personal 
control, constantly looking to higher authority for 
permission to act, and ignorant what to do in its 
absence, began and ended in failure. These things 
cannot be learned on service ; the principles, at 
least, must be brought into the Field. 

In this matter of failure we write broadly. There 
were individual examples of fine horsemastership, 
and knowledgeable officers, who, given a free hand, 
developed to a remarkable extent, but these few 
were uuable to leaven the mass, and above all the 
private soldier could not now bo reached. The 
artillery driver has been taught for a hundred years 
to live for his horse, and that without it he is a use¬ 
less encumbrance; the private of Cavalry was 
never so taught. Ho was trained to believe thut 
his horse was a conveyance, that to be seen off its 
back was a dishonour and reduced him to the foot¬ 
ing of an infantry soldier! He was never trained 
in the belief that his horse was his first and sole 
consideration. Individualism in the Cavalry 
soldier in this respect is required a hundred-fold 
more than in the Artillery, where teams work to¬ 
gether under the eye of a non-commissioned officer. 
In Cavalry, men are frequently by themselves, away 
from the eye of a controlling superior. It ought 
ever to have been an established Cavalry princi¬ 
ple that none but men capable of taking care of 
their horses woidd be retained in an arm of the 
service, which, for many reasons, is regarded as 
possessing attractions denied the others. Such, 
however, has not been the case * *• To go hack as 
far as the Peninsular War is quite sufficient for our 
purpose, it was a matter of notoriety how badly the 
British Dragoon looked after his horse, while the 
German Hussar working side by side with him had 
his animal fit. f At that time the Artillery were as 


* General Rimington, in his evidence before the Royal 
Commission, vol. ii., p,5S5, ways:—“I found throughout 
the war, with all sorts of troops, and all ranks, that care of 
horses comes naturally to very few men, except those 
brought up from boyhood with horses. As a rule, all other 
soldiers only do what they are compelled to do, and at bent 
regard the care of their horses as a very weary and irksome 
necessity.” 

f “ Military Opinions,” Field Marshal Sir J. Burgoyne ; 

*• Diary of the Waterloo Campaign,” Captain Mercer, R. A. 

Sir John Burgoyne said that the difference in care 
bestowed on the horses by the British and German 


particular regarding the care of their horses as they 
are to-day. They had a creed, the Cavalry had 
none. They had none in the Crimea. Lord 
Cardigan allowed the horses of the Light Brigade 
to starve rather than employ his idle regiments on 
transport duty, and if this was the spirit shown by 
the Commander it is no subject for wonder that it 
existed through all ranks. From the Crimea to the 
Egyptian Campaign of 1882 was sufficient interval 
to have placed matters on a sound footing, but 
nothing was done. A few days campaigning in 
Egypt saw the Cavalry disappear; underfed and 
overweighted they melted away like ice in a summer 
sun. Starved horses were seen standing next to a 
growing corn crop, of which those in authority 
failed to take advantage, for the reason, it is said, 
they did not recognise it was a forage plant, and 
perhaps because they were waiting for authority. 

In other matters they showed an equal want of 
initiative, perhaps even interest. Sore backs, the 
bane of Cavalry, had never been systematically 
studied ; the regulation method of dealing with 
them was to punish the man who rode the horse. 
As to the weight carried, it was not until some time 
after the Egyptian war that it was recognised as 
crushing, ami equivalent to the weight of a second 
rider. In fact, there were old and responsible 
officers of Cavalry who believed that the greater 
the weight placed on the horse’s back, the greater 
care shown by the rider to prevent it causing 
damage! The question as to whether the horse 
could effectively carry it never seems to have been 
considered, yet all these were hunting, and the 
majority, racing men. 

The first real insight into what Cavalry were 
capable of accomplishing under skilled management 
was obtained in the Nile Campaign of 1884-85, 
when the 19th Hussars showed what horses and 
men could do under conditions as severe as can 
well nigh he imagined. The resuscitation of the 
Cavalry arm began from that small nucleus of 
earnest officers and well-trained men ; crytallization 
had begun when the war in South Africa broke out; 
the crystals were small and imperfect, and readily 
dissolved on agitation; they soon received this 
stimulus and at the hands of the authorities. 

Cavalry is a very expensive arm to create, train, 
and maintain. On arrival in South Africa the portion 
which passed into Cape Colony found that the 
rations for their horses was to consist of 10lb. grain 
and no hay, see p. 14, ot m i <f. The hay ration was to 
he obtained by grazing horses where no grass existed. 
It further seemed to have been forgotten that, at 
enormous expense, the regiments had been sent out 

Dragoon was so great, that the German Legion could 
always put 100 horses in the ranks to our 10. 

Mercer says the great distinction between the German 
atid British Dragoon was the affection for and care of the 
former for his horse. The German would sell everything 
to feed his horse, while the British Dragoon looked upon 
the animal a> a curse and source of perpetual drudgery to 
h imst'lf. 
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to fight, and that grazing was a slow process * which 
could only be carried out during the day, at which 
time they were occupied with the business for which 
they existed. Over and over again in this History 
has attention been drawn to this question, and there 
is no need here for further elaboration, the point is 
self-evident. The action of the authorities was 
viewed with dismay. Every application for hay was 
met by instructions to graze, and for an increased 
corn ration by the reply that only a single line 
existed, the capacity of which was limited. Is it 
any wonder that under these conditions the daily 
wasting of horses from circumstances beyond the 
control of those in charge was viewed with some¬ 
thing approaching indifference ? It is difficult to 
maintain interest in the condition of horses which 
are being deliberately semi-starved by authority, in 
spite of every representation! Anything in this 
connection more appalling cannot be imagined, and 
as our History shows, before the Cavalry Division 
had reached Bloemfontein its trained horses had 
disappeared. This system of horsemastership was 
not calculated to stimulate the zeal of officers or 
men, and among other far-reaching pernicious 
effects, it fostered a spirit of indifference. The 
liberal supply of horses put the final touches to this 
hopeless picture. Who can possibly declare the 
horse supply to have failed who has read the figures 
contained in these pages ? It was good, far too 
good, and led, as all excess of supply leads, to 
waste. The moment officers and men realised that 
another horse was forthcoming when the present 
one was ridden to a standstill, care was thrown to 
the winds. They were not ignorant of the fact that 
the animals so supplied were hopelessly unfit; that 
was not their responsibility, for they were power¬ 
less to prevent the issues. The traditions of their 
service fostered indifference. It is difficult to find 
a word which expresses their acquiescence in men 
sitting on their horses’ backs when they ought to be 
standing on their feet, or leading their horses on 
the march; or of squadrons not grazing, if even 
only for a few minutes, while standing in long grass 
waiting for orders; or of passing a water supply 
without slaking their horses’ thirst; of taking no 
systematic steps to prevent overloading the animal 
with unauthorised material, a thing every soldier is 
liable to do on service. The produce of a neighbour¬ 
ing farm hung to one side of the saddle causes it to 
heel over and press on the withers ; a chair for fire¬ 
wood hanging from the rear arch, or a farm door 
resting on the root of the neck, are not features 
which can escape observation, and are totally 
ruinous to horses’ backs. 

The want of kindness shown by men to their 
horses cannot have escaped the notice of their 
officers. The utter want of sympathy with animal 
suffering; the extraordinary indifference of the 
soldier to the welfare of the horse on whose powers 

* It take* a borne one hour to eat three pounds of hay. 
When he has to find his fodder and cut it himself, he will 
naturally eat less than this in a given time. 


of endurance his life may at any moment depend ; 
the vicious spurring and “ jabbing ” in the mouth 
at every fault, show how much there is yet to 
inculcate if animals on service, be they well fed or 
starved, are to receive humane treatment at the 
hands of those to whose care they are committed 
(seep. 79). 

To avoid any possible charge of bias, it is desira¬ 
ble here to reproduce a summary of the evidence of 
some Commanders in the war on the subject of 
Horsemastership, taken from the Evidence in the 
Royal Commission. 

Lord Roberts, himself a horsemaster, said it was 
not sufficient that Cavalry or Mounted Infantry 
should be able to ride, but they must know how to 
get the utmost out of their horses by good treat¬ 
ment and never-failing consideration of their wants. 
“ Until the soldier is held directly responsible for, 
and takes a personal interest in, the condition of 
his charger, until he learns to rely on his own 
common sense and experience, not merely on the 
orders of his superior, that this condition is main¬ 
tained, our horsemastership is sure to be indiffer¬ 
ent.” 0 We have seen in this History t the steps 
he took in this matter almost as soon as he landed, 
and the orders published, not only as regards horses, 
but mules and transport oxen. 

Lord Kitchener stated that the care of horses 
required more attention ; he said it was difficult 
in time of war to instruct men in horse manage¬ 
ment, and that they should receive more carelul 
instruction in this matter during peace. J 

General Buffer said the horsemastership was 
bad. ** 

General French stated that the regimental 
officers and men were very careful of their horses, 
but their training was too narrow ; they understood 
stable management better than the care of horses 
in the Field. Of this he gave examples of the 
want of knowledge in the selection of grazing 
ground at the early part of the war, through ignor¬ 
ance of the African veldt; the want of knowledge 
how to utilise the food grains, such as barley, maize, 
wheat, to be found on farms, by either overfeeding 
with them, and so causing digestive trouble and 
laminitis, or neglecting the available supplies 
through excessive caution. Horsemastership in 
the Field, he states, is altogether a matter of feed¬ 
ing. II 

General Lord Methuen, speaking of Yeomanry 
and Colonial horsemastership, said they had no 
idea how to save a horse or nurse a tender back. 
He found by inarching instead of re-mounting the 
dismounted men that their care improved. § 

* It C. Report, p. 45. 

t Pp. 54, 75, 144, 195, 191*.. 

I R C. Report, p. 47. 

** R.C. Evid., Q. 15,494, p. 212. 

II Idem, Q. 17,129, p.301; Q. 17,208, p. 305. 

S ,, Q. 14,219, 14,220, p. 123. 
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General Ian Hamilton could not see much to 
ohoose between the horsemastership of the Cavalry, 
Mounted Infantry, Oversea Colonials, or National 
Scouts. He adds that the only class of men he 
met with who were constantly and eagerly on the 
look out for a chance to save their horses and give 
them a bite of grass or a drink of water, were those 
South African Colonials who rode their own 
horses. * 

General Hunter stated that in the Mounted 
Infantry a man who was suddenly taken off his 
feet and put on a horse needed to be taught horse- 
mastership ; horsemastership indicates previous 
training, you cannot be a master without learn- 

ing-t 

General Gatacre held that the knowledge of how 
to save horses comes with experience ; it cannot be 
taught in a year or two. Much training is 
required to teach a man to be in sympathy with 
his horse. | 

General Bruce Hamilton believed that horse¬ 
mastership is very much a question of discipline.** 

General Warren thought that officers of all ranks 
were not sufficiently taught about horses, and 
suggested that if every officer could shoe a horse, 
and know something about the ways of one, things 
would be much better, ff 

General C. E. Knox said the Mounted Infantry 
must be taught how to look after and take care of 
their horses; in his opinion they do not know any¬ 
thing about this, and the Cavalry were much the 
same. J J 

General Bundle said the horsemastership was 
very bad. It was impossible to get the men to 
dismount from their horses when halted; they 
would sit on them for half-an-hour unless somebody 
told them to get off. The experience of this 
witness was confined to irregular mounted troops. || 

General Plumer believed that horsemastership 
and discipline go hand in hand. The man must 
always be thinking about his horse. § 

Colonel Haig (D.A.A.G., Cavalry Division) said 
all ranks in the Cavalry must be taught to realise 
that the horse is their chief arm and bow to look 
after him in the Field. Hitherto there has been 
too much pampering in peace time. *** 

Brig.-General Rimington. This officer early in 
the campaign drew up “ Notes on Horsemaster¬ 
ship,” in which he emphasised the necessity for 
supervision by officers; grazing at every possible 

* R C. Evid., 0.13,941, p.liO. 

f Idem, 0.14,590-1, pp. 138, 139. 

\ Idem, 0.16,772, pp. 272, 273. 

•• Idem, 0.17,468, p.313. 
ft Idem, 0.15,779, p. 229. 
u Idem, 0. 17,579, p. 320. 

II Idem, 0.17,885-6, p.331. 

§ Idem, 0. 18,097, p. 341. 

%• Idem, 0.19,299, p t 404. 


opportunity; men never to sit on their horses at a 
halt; to off-saddle at every opportunity, if only for 
five minutes; the kit on the horse to be reduced to 
a minimum; men to dismount and walk down (but 
never up) all hills. Men giving horses a sore back 
to be made to walk. In his evidence, General 
Rimington, in referring to the Mounted Infantry¬ 
man, said, “ when put on a horse, he did not know 
what to do with it,” and added, that a man once 
said to him, he “ did not know whether to feed it 
on beef or mutton.” * 

• Idem, 0.12,652, etaeq., p. 27. Thie cavalry general’s 
evidence is of snch importance, that we reproduce a fuller 
sammary than the above. At the outbreak of the war he 
raised an irregular Corps of Scouts; he gave the Royal 
Commission an outline of his orders on Horsemastership, 
which were drawn up for their guidance :— 

* ‘ Grazing was resorted to at every possible chance. The 
moment a man gets off his horse he throws the reins over 
his horse’s head, and the horse stands and grazes, which 
makes him quiet for dismounted work and so on, and he is 
also nibbling whenever the man is dismounted. 

“The men are never allowed to sit on their horses at a 
halt. That was a great fault with most troops, and wants 
some legislation. I mean to say that we ought to try and 
get a rule about that in future, that a man should never sit 
on his horse at a halt. The ordinary cavalry soldier does ; 
he gets into a habit of it in the Riding School. 

“The horses were off-saddled at every opportunity, even 
for five minutes. Our saddles were light, we had not much 
on them, it was no trouble to the man to unlace the (cynch) 

girth. We had no breast plate or crupper.In the 

retreat from Sannah’s Post my men off-saddled while the 
Boers were pressing us so ... . and were watering and 
feeding them. The Boers were very near, and things were 
pretty tight, but the habit was a good one. I was rather 
annoyed, because I thought we should not get away. I 
thought it was playing it rather fine. 

“ The kit carried on the horse was reduced to a minimum. 
That is absolutely necessary in any mounted operations; 
you cannot do anything if you have a heavy kit on tbe 
horses .... It was the ordinary shooting kit that a man 

would go out in to shoot buck.At the end of the 

war we reduced the Cavalry Kit in my regiment to the 
same thing. 

“ The men were made to dismount and walk down (never 

up) all hills.It is no good taking the man off the 

horse when he is going up hill .... because the saddle 
gets well shifted back, which is a good thing, and a man 
does not mind walking down hill; whereas, if you put a 
saddle and big weight on your horse going down hill, you 

distress it more than by going up hill.If you are 

scouting you want to be on the horse going up hill, because 
you do not know whst is going to happen when you get to 
the top. When you are at the top you have seen what is 
there. ’ ’ 

It is important in this respect to learn the difference 
between cavalry and artillery horsemastership. 

Colonel Davidson, in his evidence before the Royal 
Commission :— Q. 18,660, in speaking of artillery opera¬ 
ting with cavalry, complained that the artillery had insuffi¬ 
cient halts. 

“If anything goes wrong with a cavalryman's horse he 
can stop and put it right, and canter up and rejoin his 
squadron:’’ but if a horse in a gun is beginning to get 
wrong, unless you have a halt, and can take him out and 
put another one in, or readjust his harness, that horse will 
begin to hang back, and he will kill the other five horses in 
that team. I do not know that I am allowed to say exactly 
what I think, but I think that killed a great many splendid 
horses which, with the best of horse-management, would 
have done the whole campaign. We sometimes went 25 
miles with only two halts, whereas, by trying more to 
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General Baden Powell regarded efficient horse- 
mastership as essential to the success of Cavalry. 
He urged that it cannot be picked up at once by 
hastily organised troops. It is a matter of experi¬ 
ence and training, but even yet requires develop¬ 
ing in the Cavalry.* 

General Brabazon. The evidence of this officer 
had better be given in his own words:— 

“ I really believe, although I say it, that I was the only 
man, certainly the only General Officer, who tried to stop 
the abuse of horse-flesh. I never saw such shameful abuse 
of horse flesh in the whole course of my life as existed 
throughout the whole campaign, and not an attempt was 
made to check it ... . One never saw an irregular man 
go except at a gallop, he thought it was the normal pace for 
a horse . . . The horses were abused in every sort of way, 
and there was no attempt made to check it. I tried my 
little best with the draught animals and with the mounted 
troops, but could not do much. I was shocked, I was 
horrified. We might have saved at least 25 if not 50% of 
our animals if proper care had been taken of them. But 
that must come from the head ; everything filters down from 
the top, from the head, and I do not think from the very 
tip-top of the whole lot they cared twopence how horses or 
draught animals were abused.” f 

The pages of this History show, in the repro¬ 
duction of the orders bearing on the care of animals, 
that this matter had not been neglected as the 
witness believed. 

The Earl of Scarborough handed in a Paper to 
to the Royal Commission, entitled “ Secretary of 
State for War’s Scheme with regard to the 
Yeomanry.” In this he saysj “As a rule officers 
(Cavalry) are bad horsemasters, having no idea of 
taking care of their horses. This important part of 
their duties is utterly neglected 

The extracts made from the evidence of the above 
officers point very conclusively to the fact that the 
care and management of animals left much to be 
desired in all branches, excepting the Artillery. On 
the latter point there was a consensus of evidence as 
to the care and devotion shown by all ranks, 00 


h&lfc where there was grass, and letting the horses get their 
heads down, we should have done the whole of that march 
without losing any horses.” 

Q. 18,663. “If you trot through heavy sand, you knock 
your horses up; if you trot up a Bteep hill, you knock your 
horses np; but if you walk up a steep hill, and take ad¬ 
vantage of the ground being with the collar—I am only 
talking of wheels, and not of cavalry horses,—in that way 
you can save your horses, so that you can do your work, 
and especially halting where there is grass, instead of 
halting where there is no grass.” 

Q. 18,673. “ The cavalry must give the pace, but cavalry 

can often crown hills first, and they might let the artillery 
come up slowly, whereas, we marched absolutely dressing 
with the cavalry the whole way. It is a question of treat¬ 
ing the wheels on the march according to the nature of the 
ground.” 

* R.C. Evid., Q. 19,820, p.425. 

f Idem, Q. 6908-9, p. 296. 

J R.C. Appendix No. 23, p. 170. 

** In the “Report of the Royal Commission on the War,” 
p, 47, para. 82, it is stated “ It was generally agreed that 
the Riyal Artillery knew howto take great care of their 
horses.” 


whiob, as we have seen earlier (p.117), is due to an 
admirable regimental system over a century old; 
positive proof, if any were required, that this in¬ 
formation can only be gained during peace and 
enforced by discipline. * 

In summing up the question of horsemastership 
we have seen that the mounted Infantry failed 
owing to their ignorance of the work; the Cavalry 
through the effects of a vicious system, abolished 
but not obliterated when war broke out, which 
placed the management of its horses in peace in 
the hands of the Colonel and Adjutant and in war 
in the hands of the Squadron Officers. 

We have attempted nothing more than to deal 
with the question of Horsemastership in War as a 
whole, the details can unfortunately find no place 
in these pages. A simple and safe method of 
picketing is still required. The necessity for 
blankets has yet to be decided, and their possible 
advantage placed against their weight, especially 
when wet and muddy. The transport they occupy 
would be far better devoted to the carriage of hay. 
As to the extra comfort they afford, a third of them 
are under the horses feet at night, and there is no 
practical method on Service of keeping them in 
their place. As a means of spreading contagious 
skin disease they are unrivalled. Moreover, the 
well-fed horse, unclipped on neck, shoulders, back, 
loins and quarters does not need one. Colonel 
Thorneycroft, in a Paper laid before the Royal 

* It must not be supposed that the organisation of the 
Artillery has saved it from making huge blunders. It is as 
conservative as every other branch of the Army; the spirit 
of what was good enough for one's grandfather is not the 
spirit of progress. Great Britain woke np one morning to 
find that its Artillery was obsolete, and of no more use 
against modern Artillery than a pop-gun. The Artillery 
had held on te muzzle-loading guns when every single nation 
in Europe was armed with a breech-loader. It held on to 
shaft-draught as being essential for guns when all the 
Artillery of the world used pole-draught. It used collars 
and enormously heavy harness when other nations were 
employing breast-harness, and the lightest material in 
construction. It did not change one of the above features 
on its own initiative, but only under the pressure of dire 
necessity. It has, indeed, been said that until recent years 
harness and fat horses formed a far more important part of 
the Artillery creed than guns. Certain it is they went to 
South Africa with ammunition which was defective in range, 
and had to wait for months, until a fuse could be manu¬ 
factured at home, before they could compete on equal terms 
with the Republican Artillery. [See Report Royal Com¬ 
mission, p. 91. On p. 92 the Commission says that the 
War Office were unable to devise a good quick-firing gun, 
but during the War purchased from German makers “real” 
quick-firing guns, and used them as a model.] These facts 
are mentioned to indicate that a life devoted to ceremonial 
and playing at fighting will ruin any fabric, and that medical 
and veterinary officers can never feel too profoundly grate¬ 
ful that their training does not consist in “playing at 
doctoring.” The stern reality “keeps their hands in,” and 
daily trains their judgment; this is the reason why, if 
given a proper organisation, no excuses for failure on 
Service should be admitted. The fate of the Departments 
of the Army lies largely in the hands of those who are 
demonstrably unable to look after their organisation and 
technical requirements, or to keep abreast of modem 
discovery and invention. 
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Commission, Appendix 52, p.354, says that he does 
not consider it advisable to rug M.I. ponies, it 
renders them liable to chill. Nor does he advise 
clipping unless the coat is in such a condition that 
it cannot be cleaned. 

I entirely agree with Colonel Haig in the remarks 
he makes, referred to at p. 237, on the pampering of 
troop horses. It is not the weather which kills 
horses, but starvation and overwork. No troop 
horse in health should ever know the feel of a 
blanket; he is bom clothed, and his early life spent 
in the open, exposed to the elements without cover, 
did not kill him nor could it. If a blanket is essen¬ 
tial, why not a hood ? If there is one part on which 
a horse hates rain it is his face. Bandages will 
next be required ? 

Beams of official correspondence exist on the 
question of blankets, but no one in authority has 
taken up an infinitely more important and practical 
question—that of nosebags. The present pattern of 
nosebag, used in civil and military life, is a disgrace 
to our inventive genius, it is merely a vehicle for 
wasting a quarter of the food. The army nosebag is 
still worse, as it has been sacrificed to appearance. 
It is infinitely too small, of the wrong shape, 
fragile where strength is required, and in conse¬ 
quence lasts but a short time. We complain of 
short rations, but never of the waste-producing, 
leaky, dirty contrivance in which they are placed 
for consumption. It would be a sound measure of 
economy for the Secretary of State to offer a prize 
of £1000 for a practical method of feeding horses 
without a manger, and without waste. Think of 
the trouble and expense of carrying forage immense 
distances, to be wasted on the ground when it has 
reached the horses for which it is intended ! The 
questions of nosebags and picketing are two of the 
three most pressing necessities for horses in war, 
compared with which blankets are a trifle and a 
luxury. 


ACCLIMATISATION . 

When men and horses are sent abroad to fight 
there is no time to wait until they are acclimatised. 
Nevertheless, in the case of the horses sent to South 
Africa, more than that of the men, acclimatisation 
was an important physiological process, for the 
animals landed either with a winter coat in an 
African midsummer, or a summer coat in winter; 
apart from all other considerations a physiological 
re-arrangement on this account had to be made. 
It was notorious that many of the horses landed, 
even before Christmas, refused to change their 
coats for several weeks. The mutation of the coat 
as a seasonal adjustment is not everything; the 
digestive functions of the horse are notoriously 
delicate, in spite of a certain ignorant saying to the 
contrary. A sudden change of food, corn or fodder, 
is a most disturbing element to his interior. A new 
grain suddenly introduced cannot be digested, and 
when horses refuse it and prefer starvation, they 


are exhibiting a protective instinct. A change in 
grain may lead to laminitis and other troubles due 
to causes we need not here consider, while a change 
in herbage may be followed by considerable gastro¬ 
intestinal disorders. Even the horse of South Africa 
will not tolerate a sudden change of pasture, as we 
have seen at p. 202, and only the “karoo” pony can 
utilize the bush which is so irritating to a new 
comer. A change in water is probably more 
insidious in its effects. A good deal of the water in 
parts of South Africa is brackish and that from wells 
frequently very hard ; both storage and river water 
suffers under the effects of being churned up in the 
process of watering, by which a large amount of 
mud in suspension is swallowed. To animals 
which have been previously consuming water of un¬ 
impeachable purity, such changes as these must 
create not only intestinal irritation, but alterations 
in the physiological process of urine-secretion. 

Life in the open is the natural existence for all 
domesticated animals, but circumstances not con¬ 
nected with health, as many think, demand stabling 
for comfort. The stabled and pampered troop 
horse* found himself in South Africa suddenly 
exposed to scorching sun by day and drenching 
dews by night. His long English winter coat was 
burned brown or came away in patches, and was 
clogged with sweat and dirt. His rest on ship¬ 
board had robbed him of such muscular fitness as 
he possessed, and he sweated and groaned under 
his 20-stone load. We made no concessions to him 
on account of these matters, though he was a 
stranger in the land. He was turned out to graze 
but did not know the meaning of it, t and abused 
his freedom by stampeding. Prevented from 
stampeding by knee-haltering, applied by equally 
ignorant men, his leg was cut or the limb other¬ 
wise damaged. He shivered and shrunk up in the 
rain, and the absence of generous feeding, hay and 
and water, soon left him a shadow of his former 
self. 

A difference of opinion exists as to the length of 
time it takes for an animal to acclimatise in South 
Africa. By some two months was considered suffi¬ 
cient,** but it may be safely stated that in the case 
of the horse a year is not too long a time, until, as 
Colonel Blenkinsop originally pointed out, the 
animal has learned to change his coat correctly. 
Men are very much inclined to measure horses by 
themselves; a horse is a far more delicate animal, 
and much more readily upset and killed. Assuming 
a year to be none too long for the important changes 
indicated above to occur, we may say that very 
few horses lived long enough in the war to be 
physiologically acclimatised. Among the causes, 

* Haig (“ R.C. Evid.'\ p. 404, Vol. ii.) says : “Hitherto 
there has been too much pampering in peaoe time.' 

f See pp. 14, 29. 

** General Butler believed that at least two months were 
required to get used to the conditions of water, food, and 
altitude, and that four to six months were preferable. See 
Q. 5304, “C. of E. Rem. Evid.”, p.174. 
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then, contributing to inefficiency was this one of 
want of acclimatisation. 

The question, however, is whether it would not 
be possible during peace to render animals less 
susceptible of exposure and hardship when taking 
the Field ? We firmly believe thiB to be the case, 
and would indicate as one measure the system of 
feeding on a mixture of grain rather than exclu¬ 
sively on one, as not only being more economical 
during peace, but preparing the way for the 
varieties of grain rations met with in war. 

The softening of fibre resulting from pampering 
should be eradicated. No troop horse should wear 
a blanket so long as he is in health. No troop 
horse should be clipped all over. Sufficient hair 
may be taken off the belly, brisket, thighs and arms 
to counteract sweating and facilitate grooming, 
and yet without necessitating the use of blankets. 
There is no occasion for troop horses to resemble in 
appearance the artificial product of our hunting and 
racing stables. He is neither hunter nor race¬ 
horse, or he would never have found his way into 
the ranks. He should be the natural product of 
common-sense management, and not the residue 
of an artificial and unnatural life. His stable 
should only mean protection from rain and wind, 
such as he endeavours to provide for himself when 
living freely in the open; here he gets under a 
hedge. There should be nq windows capable of 
shutting, no doors capable of closing, no light 
which can be cut out, no reeking putrifying “ Con¬ 
tinental system ” of bedding to soften and destroy 
the horn of the feet, and by fermentation to produce 
sufficient heat to raise sensibly the temperature of 
the building. There should be but one or two 
degrees difference in temperature between the air 
of the troop-stable and the outside air, bearing in 
mind that the sole object of the stable is not to 
provide an oven for the animals to live in, but 
shelter from wind and rain. From this it must not 
be supposed that either wind or rain kill well-fed 
horses living in the open; it has no effect excepting 
that of making them look utterly miserable. If 
wet weather continues animals lose condition from 
the utter inability of feeding them properly, the 
material is blown away or trampled in the mud. 
Stabling is therefore economical, it is also sanitary, 
for bodies of horses cannot be kept standing con¬ 
stantly on the same ground, but it is not an essential 
to well-being, and the temptation to convert it into 
a house should be resisted in every way. Common- 
sense must be invoked in order to avoid the tempera¬ 
ture feelings of animals born permanently clothed, 
being confused with those of the animal born naked. 

We do not ask that Army horses should live in 
time of peace under conditions resembling a cam¬ 
paign, but that the system of protection should be 
Spartan in its simplicity, and every endeavour made 
to render their buildings as much as possible like 
the open air, without its drawbacks. The feeding 
in peace time is defective because, as we have seen, 
we feed on one kind of grain only; better feeding 
would bo obtained for the money now spent by 


using a mixture of grains, the advantage of which 
to the troop horse has been previously referred to. 

A remarkable degree of body-delicacy results from 
pampering; perhaps it receives its highest expression 
in the dog. The moment man brings animals under 
his care he is inclined to fashion their lives on that 
of his own, which, in the main, is a perpetual 
striving after comfort. 0 

The effect of sudden change of altitude on 
animals is not known. Probably, for altitudes up 
to 5000 feet, the actual reduction in atmospheric 
pressure is rapidly compensated. Altitude, it seems 
to us, is less a source of trouble per se than its con¬ 
comitants. The lowered temperature, for instance, 
may be more important than the reduced pressure, 
but doubtless the different vegetation found at 
various levels is a far more serious cause of diffi¬ 
culty to the herbivora than either the temperature 
or pressure. At very high elevations there is a 
difficulty in breathing owing to a reduction in the 
oxygen content, but no such altitudes as these 
were met with during the war. 

FARRIERS AND SHOEING. 

Had South Africa been a country where the wear 
and tear of Bhoes was considerable, nothing would 
have prevented an entire collapse of the military 
arrangements within three months from the date of 
taking the Field. The fates treated us kindly in 
this matter; there were no metalled roads, there 
was plenty of soft going, a veldt which polished the 
shoes like silver, and no serious rain until Bloem¬ 
fontein was in sight. It is true there is a good 
deal of rocky ground in places, but it is short lived 
and mere outcrops ; stones and boulders abounded 
almost everywhere, but these do not wear shoes 
out, though they tear them off, and may bring tired 
horses down. The fact is that shoes which last 
barely a month at home during the idleness of 
winter, lasted three months in South Africa, and 
often remained on until they dropped off. 

The explanation of this latter fact was the 
paucity of the staff of farriers with the Army, or 
more correctly, the bad system under which this 
staff was employed. Shoeing in our Army has been 
carried out by a regimental system as long as 
mounted troops have existed. Over a hundred years 
ago the farrier was not only the shoer of horses but 
the veterinary practitioner. He acted as such 
so badly that in 1796 it was determined to replace 
him by a properly trained man, and from that day 
onwards he has been the technical assistant to the 
latter, and the shoer of horses. He is a regimental 
man, holding first an appointment as shoeing- 
smitb, and if promoted receives rank. He has 
nothing to do with horses outside those of his own 
regiment, nor can he be employed to do anything 
for an animal the property of the public not belong- 


* In connection with this the remarks on p. 289, dealing 
with blankets, may be consulted. 
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ing to his own unit without the approval of his 
Commanding Officer. 

When mooilization occurred every regiment of 
Cavalry had three Sergeant-Farriers, and eighteen 
Shoeing-smiths. Every Battery one Sergeant-Far¬ 
rier and three or four Shoeing-smiths, dependant 
upon whether B.H.A. or R.A. These men were not 
only craftsmen hut soldiers; they took their place in 
the ranks as such, and carried out their technical 
duties afterwards. In the Artillery and Army 
Service Corps they are not only shoers of horses 
and assistants to the Veterinary officer, but also 
Carriage-smiths. Each Farrier and Shoeing-smith, 
therefore, performs the duties of two men, soldiers 
in the Field and tradesmen in bivouac. Each 
should have, as fortunately most of them possess, 
an iron constitution, for he has twice as much work 
to perform as any other man in the British Army, 
and he has attempted to carry out this double 
function with a loyalty and devotion beyond praise. 

It is fortunate, however, that the wear of shoes 
in South Africa was light, or it would have been 
impossible for the staff, as organised, to have carried 
out the shoeing. No man can be in the presence of 
the enemy, or marching, all day and shoeing all 
night. This is what we mean in the opening 
statement of this section—that had the Army been 
dependent upon shoeing for its movements, a break¬ 
down would have occurred in less than three 
months. * 

The proportion of Farriers and Shoeing-Smiths 
to horses during peace is in excess of require¬ 
ments; this is due to the fact that these men 
are counted as soldiers in the ranks. If their 
numbers in the ranks were reduced, the State 
would have to sanction others to take their place. 
From a regimental point of view no reduction 
is therefore possible. In war the numbers are 
sufficient for the purpose for which these men are 
engaged, provided that they are not otherwise 
employed. It can be seen from what has been 
stated above that the Farriery Staff is overworked, 
and that the duties assigned to it are always largely 
in excess of that of the other members of the rank 
and file. In addition to being soldiers and farriers, 
they are, as we have seen, charged with a third 
function, i.e ., in subordinate charge of the sick 
horses of their units under the veterinary officer. 

This brings to light one of the many difficulties 
of their position; they have to serve two masters, the 
battery or squadron Commander, and the veterinary 
officer attached to the unit. It is astonishing the 
loyalty they show to both, even when aware of the 
differences of opinion which at times arise between 
the unit Commander and the veterinary officer in 
connection with the care of horses. 

Another and distinct group of artificers concerned 
in the horse-shoeing question, are the hastily 

* Colonel Haig, the Adjutant-General of the Cavalry 
Division, in his evidence before the Royal Commission, 
Q . 19,299, p. 403, stated that many horses were left unshod 
from the day they embarked, and that time and men were 
lacking to shoe remounts before marohing. 


trained “cold shoers” of units; these are men who 
have been induced by a premium to qualify to nail 
on a shoe which they are practically unable to fit. 
Their number per unit is a variable quantity, and 
depends generally upon the interest taken in their 
training by the unit Commander. There may be 
many or few. They leave the forge after a few 
weeks’ instruction, and their chief use is to replace 
shoes in the field, especially in Cavalry when the 
squadron is working in detached portions. These 
men have their marked limitations, but are useful 
under pressure of work. They are never employed 
when better qualified assistance is at hand, and 
once they have left the forge their subsequent con¬ 
nection with it is purely nominal. 

When an army passes from a peace to a war 
footing the number of animals with units is in¬ 
creased, and in addition units are created which 
have no peace representation, or but little. For 
these no farriery service exists. The account given 
in these pages of the events of the war will best 
illustrate the case. A transport was created con¬ 
sisting of thousands of mules: for the shoeing of 
these animals only the small number of men with 
the transport on a peace footing were available. 
Regiments of Mounted Infantry were created, and 
thousands of animals brought into the service; for 
the shoeing of these not a single man existed, ex¬ 
cepting the few trained in peace as cold shoers of 
regimental Infantry-transport. Scores of irregular 
regiments were created with hardly a trained farrier 
amongst the whole number, and to these may be 
added remounts by tens of thousands, for the 
shoeing of which no provision existed. We have 
referred at p. 21 to the difficulties existing at the 
outset of the campaign in providing farriers for 
irregular regiments. That the local knowledge of 
some of the Commanders of these enabled them to 
know where to recruit farriers is undoubted, but 
that this never met the whole trouble is equally 
certain. Fortunately the colonial animal ridden by 
these men rarely requires shoeing behind, which 
reduced the amount of work by half. At the early 
art of the war some army farriers were lent to the 
rat regiments raised, but this was only a part of 
I the general policy of robbing Peter to pay Paul, for 
I these men were required with their regiments. The 
Colonial Commanders were exasperated by being 
informed that they must make their own arrange¬ 
ments for shoeing, as if the material, possessing all 
the needful qualifications, were always on the spot 
and only needed to be embodied. 

The losses among Farriers and Shoeing-Smiths 
in the Field are difficult to obtain separately, as 
they are mixed up with those of the rank and file, 
but early in the war a Cavalry Brigade lost in three 
months nearly 33% of its shoeing staff, and two 
Cavalry Regiments and a battery of Horse Artillery 
lost over 43% in six months. The total number of 
men in these two groups rendered inefficient was 
39, of which: 

2 Died, 10 Sick, 4 Wounded, 

4 Captured, 19 Invalided. 
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The general wastage of men per annum during 
war is calculated at 60% for Infantry, 50% for 
Cavalry, and 40% for Artillery. 0 The groups of 
Farriers, etc., quoted above, are too small to enable 
the facts of the general loss to be stated in posi¬ 
tively definite terms, but there can be no shadow 
of doubt that the wear and tear amongst this class 
of soldier is higher than in any other branch, and 
the reasons for this have already been stated. 

The remedy is simple. Farriers and Shoeing- 
Smiths should be kept wholly for technical duties, 
and should not be included among the fighting 
numbers. Their place should be with the trans¬ 
port, in order to be kept as fresh as possible for the 
work which awaits them in the next bivouac. With 
such a scheme fewer men could do the work. If a 
man shoes an average of four horses a day with 
machine made shoes requiring little alteration, he 
may be regarded as having earned his pay and 
keep. On such a basis six men could easily keep a 
regiment of Cavalry shod. 

The staff of Farriers and others maintained 
during peace and war has no definite basis; in 
Cavalry it averages 28 horses per man per month 
in peace, and 26 in war. In the Artillery the pro¬ 
portion is reversed; in Horse Artillery, during peace, 
27 horses per man per month, and during war 46; 
Field Artillery 22 during peace, and 36 during war. 
The proposal above made admits of a man shoeing 
from 90 to 120 horses a month, but for safety it is 
best to take the lower figure. If the squadron be 
taken at 150 strong in peace and 160 strong in war, 
two men should be able to keep these horses shod. 
At present, for this purpose the staff is five in peace, 
and seven in war. The proportion of Farriers taken 
into the Field must always provide against acci¬ 
dent, disease and pressure of work. A shoeing 
staff of three men per squadron should leave a 
margin to meet all difficulties (see p. 243), provided 
they are taken care of instead of being worn out by 
overwork and exposure. No other soldier in the 
army has, on returning from the Field, to take off 
his coat, after a long tiring day, and begin the job 
for which he has been trained, while his comrades 
are resting and sleeping. The scheme of reducing 
the shoeing staff ana putting it with the transport 
is economically sound, t 

There ought to be a Corps of Farriers adminis¬ 
tered by the Army Ordnance Department, in the 
same way that it administers the Corps of Ar¬ 
mourers. These men should be for shoeing only, 

* See R.G. Evid., Q, 4453. ~ 

f Colonel The Marquis of Tnllibardine stated before the 
Royal Commission that he considered the lives of the 
Farriers of the Scottish Horse to be too valuable to place 
these men in the fighting line, bo that as far as possible he 
kept them out of it. He pooled the whole of his shoeing 
staff, and under the Farrier Major these men carried out 
the shoeing not by squadrons, bat regimentally. In this 
way the work was equally divided. It was no question of 
whether a horse belonged to the man’s squadron or not. 
This excellent practice might have been adopted by other 
regiments, and the equable distribution of work and saving 
of Farriers assured 


and not mixed up with the dressing and treatment 
of the sick. They should be posted to regiments 
for duty, but not to belong to it. They should be 
under the orders of the Squadron Commander, for 
he alone is responsible for his horses. For emer¬ 
gency work in the Field the regimental cold shoer 
should continue to be trained as at present. 

Another point that needs consideration is the 
formation of a Reserve of Farriers. There is prac¬ 
tically no such thing in existence. One should be 
formed, not only to meet the wear and tear of 
service in the Field, but to provide for those units 
which only exist or are created during war . 0 

With the Cavalry Division under Lord Roberts 
on the Modder River there were not less than 200 
Farriers and Shoeing-smiths, yet not one of these 
men could be detailed to shoe M.I., Transport or 
Remount animals. These had to go without shoe¬ 
ing. Such a state of affairs could not continue 
indefinitely; the engagement of civil farriers was 
at first hinted, and by 11th April, 1900, a reality. 
A few men were at first engaged, but they did little 
towards lessening the mass of neglect in shoeing. 
They were engaged at a rate of pay which would 
have turned the head of an infantry subaltern. 
They received at first 10/-, and later 12/- a day pay 
with rations and quarters, and were engaged for 
three months. They were of all classes—Jews 
and Gentiles, Poles and Dutchmen; where they 
all came from was remarkable, and though there 
was little means of testing them before engage¬ 
ment, there were very few downright failures 
among them, though there were very many weak 
vessels. At first these men were kept in standing 
camp, later on many of them volunteered to 
accompany the troops, and remained for months 
in the Field. Some hundreds of civil Farriers were 
thus employed from time to time; by June, 1901, 
there were 100 working for Remounts alone, f and 
by the 31st May, 1902, the number of civil Farriers 
with the Remount Department had reached 175. J 
The numbers with hospitals and columns are not 
known, but certainly not less than another 200. 
The increase in numbers followed as the strength 
of the army in horses was increased, and as the 
military Farrier and Shoeing-Smith gradually dis¬ 
appeared. 

Anything more expensive than this system it 
would be hard to imagine, || furthermore, it filled 
the Army Farriers with discontent to see a civilian 
earning a rate of wage in one day that he could 
barely get in a week. 

* On one occasion it took 74 telegrams to obtain the 
services of a Farrier for a Mounted Infantry Regiment, 
and there were scores of cases where no record of 
correspondence is available. 

f There were in addition, at this time, 35 Army Farriers 
and 60 Indian Farriers with this Department. 

I On the 31st May, 1902, there were, besides the civilians 
mentioned above, 60 Army Farriers and Shoeing-smiths, 
and 104 Indian Shoeing-smiths. 

II At one Remount Depot the Commanding Officer paid 
the civil Farriers by piece-work as being economical. It 
resulted in these men netting £42 a month a head I 
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A partial remedy for this state of affairs was 
provided by the War Office sending out “ specially 
enlisted” Farriers from home. These men wore 
Artillery uniform and were at first claimed by this 
arm; after great delay they were distributed. They 
soon found out that the civilian of the country was 
receiving 10/- or 12/- a day, and so started by being 
discontented. Their pay was 2/9 a day with a 
bounty, and they were engaged for a year. At the 
end of January, 1901, there were 45 of these men 
at Gape Town, time expired, awaiting passage 
home, and not one could be employed even on 
temporary duty. The fault lay with the terms of 
their contract, which should have been “for the 
campaign,” and not “ for a year.” 

The shoeing of the horses in South Africa finally 
resolved itself into shoeing by the Remount Depart¬ 
ment. Every animal, during the last eighteen 
months of the war, was shod all round by Re¬ 
mounts before issue, and this shoeing largely covered 
the period of the animal’s utility until returned to 
Remounts for rest and repair. Towards the end of 
the war the Remount Department shod at the rate 
of 35,000 animals per month. * 

From what has been stated it is clear that the 
Farriery system of the army broke down imme¬ 
diately it was tested under active service conditions, 
and every officer of sufficient experience in the 
Veterinary Service knew this to be inevitable. 
Comments on Farriery organisation have appeared 
in nearly every veterinary report on a campaign, 
but no notice was taken of them, nor indeed, in spite 
of the collapse in South Africa, have any steps been 
taken to remedy the state of affairs above described.! 
A Farriery organisation on a regimental basis is 
bound to fail unless a very large reserve is obtain¬ 
able on the outbreak of hostilities. 

The material for shoeing was generally ample in 
quantity though not in quality. It is true there 
were innumerable complaints of a shortage or 
absence of shoes when columns came into the line 
to refit, but this was generally due to the delay in 
transit or the uncertainty in the movements of 
columns. The stores including shoes went to one 
place, the column to another. The complaints of 
ill-assorted sizes were more reasonable. Large 
horse shoes were sent for small horses, and even 
the largest size of draught hind shoes found its way 
into Ordnance Depots, having previously occupied 
valuable space in vessels and railway trucks, to 
be left finally on the hands of the Ordnance 
Department. 

* These figures are important. The total shoeing staff 
amounted to S39 men, and without making allowance for 
any of these being sick, the average number of horses shod 
per month amounted to 103 per head. 

Our estimate on p. 242, of three men per squadron in the 
Field for the shoeing of 160 horses a month, is therefore, 
liberal, though not in excess of requirements, as many 
animals will require shoeing oftener than once a month. 

f The Royal Commission did not enquire into the break¬ 
down of the Farrier organization, though in Q. 1783 the 
matter is referred to, This could never have occurred had 
the “horse” interest been represented on the Commission. 


No one wanted anything but small shoes. Even 
the small size of English shoes was unnecessarily 
heavy, so shoes came from India. Before the war 
broke out the Ordnance Authorities at Gape Town 
had been advised by the Veterinary Service that 
the shoe which was most suitable for the country 
was that known as the Egyptian pattern. This 
was a shoe evolved by the Veterinary Authorities 
in Egypt as the result of experience; it was light 
but gave good cover, and so made as to assist a 
tired horse, or one with defective action. These 
were not stocked as suggested, nor were any obtain¬ 
able until long after the war started. The shoes 
generally supplied were machine made, but the 
stock had run so low that the Government bought 
shoes anywhere and everywhere, many of these 
were hand made and disgraceful. In addition, they 
were all without clips, and clips cannot be drawn 
on service, as no fires are carried. 

This is what the Director-General of Ordnance 
at the War Office said to the Commander-in-Chief 
on the matter of the Reserve of Horse Shoes, a few 
weeks after the war broke out: 

“Our reserve of general shoes was utterly inadequate to 
meet the demand. We have had to buy in the market 
whatever we could get. As an example, we had an author¬ 
ised reserve of 52,000 sets of horse shoes, and no mule 
shoes. I have to send 35,000 sets of horse shoes and 40,000 
sets of mule Bhoes to Africa monthly to keep the animals 
shod. I have to go to Germany and Sweden for horse 
shoes, and to the United States for mole shoes."—“R.C. 
Report, App: E,“ p. 279. 

We learn in this statement the astounding fact 
that no reserve of mule shoes was maintained, 
though every successive Government for years past 
had known that on mobilisation for service abroad 
mule transport would be employed. It would be 
interesting to know what became of the 40,000 sets 
of mule shoes sent monthly to South Africa. They 
were certainly not put on the feet, for the animals 
worked without shoes, as there was no one to shoe 
them. The wonder becomts all the greater when 
we learn from the R.C. Evid., Q. 1603, that the 
issue of horse shoes later on grew to 100,000 sets 
and of mule shoes to 70,000 sets monthly. 0 

A large proportion of the nails were bad. Their 
shape invited them to break at the neck, and that 
the material also was bad was shown by the fact 
that frequently all the nails would break and the 
shoes drop off. No doubt the stock of nails, as 
well as of shoes, was insufficient to meet demands, 
and nails of all patterns and makes were purchased. 
It was amongst these that the failures occurred, for 
the regulation nail was a good one. 

The condition of feet which had been carrying 
shoes for weeks without being removed is easy to 
imagine. The labour involved in their reduction to 
normal length was considerable, and rasps were not 
plentiful. An ingenious horn cutting pincers was 
introduced by Major Blenkinsop, which rapidly 
removed the over growth, and left a surface readily 

* The whole track of the Army was mapped out by 
dead horses, cast shoes, wasted oats, and rifle ammunition. 
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levelled by the rasp. Though a labour-saving 
machine it was something new, and was disliked 
by the very men who should have welcomed its 
appearance. It is to be hoped that it will take the 
important place it deserves in our next campaign, 
for the supply of new rasps can never be sufficient, 
and the saving of time in shoeing is an all-important 
matter. 

The injuries resulting from shoeing and neglect 
in shoeing may be briefly dealt with. 

The condition of the feet of animals arriving at 
hospital was almost beyond belief. They were 
overgrown, deformed, held the broken shanks of 
nails and portions of shoes, and contained in any 
cleft or space stones and mud, baked to a clay by 
the heat of the foot and the ground. This concrete¬ 
like mass required considerable effort to dislodge. 
If a portion of shoe was found on the foot it was 
embedded into the seat of corn. Suppurative 
diseases of the feet were in consequence appallingly 
common; soles were under-run, and fistulas of the 
coronet became a large and serious class of surgical 
oases, the number of which is heyond belief. 

Never again, let us hope, will an army have so 
large a number of quittors to deal with. Not only 
did they arise from neglect in shoeing and untended 
injuries caused by nails, but also from damage to 
the coronets inflicted when horses are in mobs, or 
crowded together. We can hardly think that any 
surgical trouble in our hospitals gave such bad 
results in treatment as the quittor cases, due to the 
exceptional difficulties these always present, and the 
impossibility, with untrained assistants, of daily 
dressing large numbers. The introduction of 
“ stocks ” into hospitals was helpful in this and 
similar surgical cases, but it can never be said that 
our quittor work was satisfactory. 

Something perhaps should be said of cold shoe¬ 
ing in the Field, for the reason that its advantages 
are not even now fully accepted. It is a makeshift 
system, but absolutely essential in war. It offers 
no serious difficulties with the lighter class of shoe, 
but is impossible with the heavy shoes. A large 
mass of iron cannot be dealt with without fire and 
anvil, and rightly neither exist. Hot shoeing in the 
Field is an absurdity ; where is the needful fuel to 
be carried, or even obtained; further, the forge is 
always the first thing dropped by the way when 
horses run short; this is invariable. 

The principle underlying cold shoeing is that the 
size of shoe nearest that of the foot must be 
selected. Small alterations of increase or decrease 
of width are possible with light shoes, and it even 
ought not to be beyond the range of mechanical 
skill to devise a machine for making alterations in 
width of the heavier class of shoe, but more than 
that must not be expected. So long as the rim of 
iron enables a horse to take his place in the ranks 
we must be content with rough fitting. In spite of 
the fact that one-and-a-half millions of horse-shoes 


were sent to South Africa during the war, it cannot 
be said that “ cold shoeing ” was either properly 
tested or proved successful, for the reason that the 
Farriery system on which it depended broke down, 
and the feet had to take care of themselves. The 
loss which resulted from this neglect is incalculable. 

The carriage of horse-shoes in the Field is divided 
between the horse and the transport waggons. As 
every ounce of unnecessary weight will, in future, 
have to be removed from the horse’s back, it is clear 
that the shoe case with fore and hind shoe at 
present hung on the saddle will have to disappear. 
A few 'shoes carried by the various “ cold shoers ” 
are sufficient to meet urgent demands in the Field, 
all others will have to be carried on wheels, and 
accompany the transport. 

To provide an efficient Farriery service, the first 
essential is that the regimental basis must be 
abolished and a Corps of Farriers created; the 
shoeing must be Army and not regimental. The 
men must primarily be tradesmen and not fighting 
soldiers; they must be taken care of by moving 
with the transport, for without dbubt they are the 
most valuable artificers who take the Field. 

* A Corps of Farriers would enable a General to 
send tradesmen wherever they are required; it 
would provide for the troops in the Field, for 
emergency corps, Remount depots and veterinary 
hospitals. It should be a single organisation, under 
central control so far as the distribution of the men 
is concerned, though, for discipline, under the officer 
commanding the unit to which the men are attached. 
The whole time of the Farriery Service during peace 
or war must be devoted to the care and attention of 
the horses’ feet. No parades, drills, or military 
operations after the indispensable primary training 
has been completed. Emergency shoeing in the 
fighting line must be carried out by the regimental 
cold shoers, trained as at present, and in receipt of 
a special rate of pay to encourage men to qualify. 
The part hitherto played by Farriers of Regiments 
as veterinary assistants to be taken over by the 
personnel of the Army Veterinary Corps. 

The Royal Commission on the War mentioned 
the Farriery question. In Q. 1783 the following 
was asked the Director-General of Ordnance: “ You 
may have seen the accusation that there were 
practically no farriers in South Africa. Which 
department would deal with that ?— A. The supply 
of farriers would be in the Adjutant-General’s 
department.” 

Unfortunately, the matter subsequently appears 
to have been lost sight of, for no evidence was 
given on the point. 
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SORE BACKS. 

Sore backs appear inseparable from mounted 
service, they have existed as long as the horse 
has been used in war. It was reasonable, however, 
to suppose that, as knowledge advanced, a reduction 
in this class of injury should have been possible, 
and that during the centuries a standing army has 
existed, sufficient experience would have been 
gained to enable us to pronounce definitely on any 
given type of saddle as good, and adopt it, or any 
type as bad, and avoid it. 

If we wish to gain a true insight into the sore 
back question we must go back to the forty years 
of peace succeeding Waterloo, during which period 
all the lessons of war appear to have been forgotten. 
At the end of this time it had become established 
as a cardinal principle that sore backs arose from 
the careless manner in which the man saddled or 
rode his horse, and the rider was accordingly pun¬ 
ished. The necessary corollary of such injustice 
was the concealment of injury. The Cavalry in the 
Crimean Campaign suffered severely from this class 
of wound, but the wholesale destruction of the 
mounted forces by starvation withdrew attention 
from the sore-back trials, and after the war—as 
after all wars with us—the inconvenient question 
was never taken up, and in a few short years the 
matter was apparently forgotten. 

The Zulu War and, immediately after, the Cam¬ 
paign in Egypt, once more brought the matter to the 
front; for no sooner were mounted troops com¬ 
pelled to act under service conditions than the old 
bane of Cavalry reappeared. It is fortunate that at 
this time—the early eighties—the Cavalry had as 
their Inspector both a soldier and a Veterinary 
Surgeon. The late General Sir F. FitzWygram 
established a crusade against the then pattern of 
saddle, studied the question of sore backs, showed 
that the saddle was more often to blame than the 
man, and was instrumental in introducing saddles 
with iron instead of wooden arches into the service. 
Above all, he provoked an interest in a subject 
about which, strange to say, extraordinary ignorance 
existed. His official position insured that the 
question received attention, and he broke the first 
ground in this all-important matter. Eeforms 
cannot be produced in a day, and it is doubtful 
whether among the older Officers of Cavalry at the 
time any enthusiasism in the subject existed. 

It was evident that the saddle could not be 
studied apart from the horse, and there was still a 
great deal connected with the latter which required 
elucidation. Both the theory and practice of saddle 
fitting was necessary, and this could only be cor¬ 
rectly arrived at by a knowledge of anatomy and 
physiology. The Veterinary service took the matter 
in hand, and one of its number, after some years of 
work, produced a Manual of Saddles and Sore Backs , 
in which, for the first time, the grammar of the 
entire question was laid down. This Manual 
aimed at giving exactitude to what was previously 


oonjecture and guess work ,* it swept away some of 
the then existing fetishes, and reduced the question 
of saddle fitting to science and common sense. It 
promised no more than it was capable of demon¬ 
strating could be achieved, and the success which 
attended the application of its principles and prac¬ 
tice secured the attention of all interested in the 
welfare of the horses. But enthusiasts in the ques¬ 
tion were not numerous. The whole matter ap¬ 
peared, like a revealed trick, so absurdly simple, 
that few doubted tbeir ability to put it into practice 
when the time arrived. The sermon was over and 
over again preached that each case of sore back 
was a problem in itself, and that nothing but long 
practice could secure the skill necessary in dealing 
with the many sources of injury to which this part 
is exposed. Nevertheless, good seed was sown, for 
the general trend of events was in the right direc¬ 
tion ; the Cavalry had been taught the make and 
shape of a horse's back, the physiological conditions 
under which the back carried weight placed on an 
unyielding machine, and the causes of injury, with 
a definiteness and exactitude unknown to the pre¬ 
vious generation. Ten years later, which takes us 
up to the middle of the nineties, it is fair to assume 
the majority of Cavalry Officers knew something of 
this all-important matter, though the opportunities 
for practice were confined almost entirely to the 
manoeuvre season. 

Side by side with these changes there was an 
ever-increasing desire for alteration in equipment; 
the type of metal arch underwent many changes, 
some unimportant, some necessary in consequence 
of proved defects. Other changes were radical and 
opposed to experience. One of the worst was in¬ 
troduced shortly before war broke out; the burden 
of this story is to show that it was responsible for 
a very great deal of the trouble which subsequently 
occurred. 

It must always be borne in mind that no test of 
equipment in peace is ever carried out under con¬ 
ditions approaching those of active service, so that 
the root of the matter is rarely arrived at. * Nor 
are the tests imposed such as might be expected 
when important changes in equipment are under 
consideration. Take the case of a change in the 
type of saddle. The test usually employed is to 
issue half a dozen or so to a few selected regiments 
and order a report to be furnished by a given date, 
probably far too short a period for any real test to 
be employed. The saddles arrive, and those re¬ 
sponsible for carrying out the observations are, 
perhaps, not even taken into the confidence of the 
authorities as to the objects aimed at. The usual 
conflicting reports go in from the various regiments, 
some destructive, some constructive, and a man sit¬ 
ting in an office miles away has finally to decide the 
matter on the data before him. Is it any wonder 

* A good example of this was the canvas bandolier for 
carrying ammunition in the Cavalry, and the pooches in 
the Infantry, which in each caBe allowed the ammunition 
to fall oat as the man lay on the ground, and 10 kept the 
enemy well supplied. 
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under these circumstances that blunders arise? 0 
No question of horse equipment should be decided 
without an experiment on a large scale, carried out 
under conditions as nearly approaching those of 
active service as is possible. Confining ourselves 
entirely to horse equipment, no saddle, no shoe, 
nosebag or picketing gear should be adopted that 
has not been used on a whole regiment which has 
marched with service weight at least 400, and pre¬ 
ferably, 600 miles. Day by day the test should 
become more rigid and exacting, and in the case of 
saddles, the animals should even, at one period, be 
placed on reduced rations, in order that the effect 
of loss of condition may be studied. In no other 
way than the above is it possible to get at the root 
of matters; anything based on what may be termed 
barrack square tests is worthless. A type of saddle 
or shoe which comes successfully through such a 
test as we have suggested is not likely to have much 
wrong with it. All the weak points having been 
revealed, the matter is then in a condition for vigor¬ 
ous handling. Of courso, the objection against a 
proper practical test centres around cost, but is it 
cheaper to order imperfectly tested equipment, than 
pay the necessary price for rigid inquiry? The 
curious will be interested to study the patterns and 
changes in saddlery which have taken place within 
the last thirty years; such may be culled from 
the “ List of Changes in War Material,” and other 
official sources. 

We are now in a better position to understand 
the condition of the saddle question before the war. 
In about twenty years we had passed from wooden 
arch saddles with hair panels, to saddles with a 
metal arch and hair panels. The vicissitudes of the 
metal arch saddle we have previously hinted at. A 
“ Saddlery Committee ” sat for years, and evolved 
type after type. Of wrong pattern and material to 
start with, these arches proved prolific sources of in- 

* Following th« custom adopted in this history of quoting 
authorities or giving examples, we will take one or two 
connected with the question under notice. 

When the iron arch saddles were introduced after pre¬ 
liminary trial and favourably reported upon, it was found, 
after the whole army had been equipped with them, that the 
front arch was so weak, that the saddle came down on the 
withers. As a matter of fact the arch could be opened or 
closed by hand ! A strengthening plate was put in. This 
was applied to the thousands of saddles in use, and was 
found ineffective. Steel arches were then tried, and finally 
a steel angle iron arch was adopted. We submit that the 
weakness of a flat iron arch could have been discovered in 
the preliminary experiments had these been of a searching 
character. 

Several years later, to take another example, for some 
reason no one understood, the seat of the saddle was split 
in the centre from end to end. It is assumed that the 
split was well reported upon. When generally adopted it 
was found that the saddle blanket worked up through it 
and galled the man, the result being that all the seats had 
to be closed. It seems very obvious that this fault should 
have been capable of being found out before saddle seats 
were ruined by splitting, and heavy expense incurred in 
restoring them. 

Other examples might be quoted, but the above suffice to 
support the srgument we have advanced for searching and 
extensive tests of new equipment before adoption. 


jury; modified and strengthened as years rolled by, 
a type was in course of years arrived at capable of 
withstanding the enormous strain imposed on a sol¬ 
dier’s saddle. The parallel bars on which these 
arches rest were then attacked, but not until after 
years of representation from the Veterinary Service 
that their great length impeded the horse’s move¬ 
ments by pressing on the blade bones. In the course 
of these alterations the old hair panel was taken away 
and strips of felt employed together with a small 
blanket placed under the saddle, to take the place 
of the hair panels. There were other alterations 
projected, such as a self-adjusting side-bar, but this 
matter we need not here enter into, as it never 
crystallised. The war caught us after all hair 
panels for army saddles had been withdrawn , and 
nothing but a thin felt panel and indifferent blanket 
substituted. 

Before proceeding further we must look at the 
hair panel. It was an elastic bag secured to the 
parallel side bars, and was capable of taking the 
impression of a horse’s back almost as completely 
as if made in wax. The hair shifted sufficiently in 
the panel to adjust the distribution of weight, while 
its elastic motion between the saddle and the back 
was an obvious advantage. It had its drawbacks; 
in course of time it became lumpy from the pene¬ 
tration of sweat, it became compressed and thin, 
and the white flannel cover necessitated pipe-clay 
in order to improve its appearance. Every appli¬ 
cation of wet pipe-clay helped to render the hair 
within lumpy, and the beating together of the 
panels to remove the surplus material destroyed 
the exact impression of the horse’s shape which the 
panel had received, and moreover, bundled the hair 
into definite parts of the panel, instead of leaving 
it equably distributed. But the panel possessed 
advantages of the most pronounced character; 
extra material could be introduced into it in a few 
minutes, so that the condition a horse was losing 
in the muscles of the back could be artificially 
replaced in the panel, which thus ensured the saddle 
being kept at its proper height above the vertebra; 
further, the panel could be “chambered” over a sore 
or weak point, and the pressure removed. These 
were advantages of enormous importance, and those 
responsible for stripping the saddles of their hair 
panels and replacing them by a piece of felt—which 
became as hard as a board through sweat—and a 
thin folded blanket, could never have appreciated 
their advantages or gauged the horse’s require¬ 
ments. A saddle tree with only a blanket and felt 
cloth (numnah) beneath it requires far more 
careful adjustment than one with hair panels. It 
is quite true that the blanket possesses some advan¬ 
tages denied the hair panel, but what was required 
on a campaign were both hair panels and a blanket , 
the function of the latter being to replace back 
waste by different methods of folding. 

It must not be thought that the question oan be 
disposed of in the simple manner the last state¬ 
ment appears to indicate. It is not only a large 
subject, but confused by infinite detail, due to the 
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fact that no two horse's backs are exactly alike. 
All that has here been attempted is to give a brief 
history of the matter, and so enable us to under¬ 
stand the condition of affairs when the Campaign 
opened. 

The whole of our mounted troops took the Field 
with a type of saddle quite fit for peace conditions, 
but absolutely unsuitable for war. It did not 
require any very great sagacity to forecast what 
must occur to horses’ backs under the circum¬ 
stances. 

This prepares us for the statement that sore 
backs represented one of the chief causes of in¬ 
efficiency among the horses in South Africa, only 
exceeded by debility and mange. They were the 
first troubles to arise, and lasted throughout the 
whole campaign. Let us at once say that sore 
hacks are caused, not only by defects in tbe type of 
saddle, but defects in fitting and workmanship, 
defects in horse-management, underfeeding, bad 
horsemanship, crushing weights, long hours of 
work, and softness of condition. It is obvious that 
all these causes may overlap. 

It is astonishing to learn from the Director- 
General of Ordnance, R.C.Report, Appendix E, p. 278, 
that at the opening of the Campaign in South Africa, 
there were only 500 saddles in reserve, to meet the 
wear and tear of the 16,000 sets in possession of the 
troops on 15th Dec., 1899. On the same day there 
were 500 saddles in reserve for Mounted Infantry, 
and already a demand from South Africa had ar¬ 
rived for 11,500 sets. * The trade could not supply, 
and the order went to America. We are not con¬ 
cerned with the question of stock in hand, dreadful 
revelation as it is, but it is evident that material 
like saddlery ordered in a panic is liable not only to 
fail from hasty workmanship, but must necessarily 
lead to the introduction of new patterns, when, as 
in this case, the entire stock of foreign manu¬ 
facturers is bought up regardless of type or suita¬ 
bility. 

There were many types of saddle in use during 
the war, derived from outside sources, which all 
differed in essential points from that employed by 
the Regular Forces. The United States, India, 
South Africa and Australia, all furnished saddles 
which generally possessed one point in common, 
inasmuch as they were lighter than the home pat¬ 
terns, and, excepting those of the United States, 
possessed stuffed panels. 

The first great division of types of saddle em¬ 
ployed is into panel and non-panel. The non¬ 
panel type is represented by the War Office pattern, 
and those made to this pattern, whether at home 
or abroad, after war broke out. Another non-panel 

* In this communication we are also told that there had 
been 500 single sets of horse harness in store, but that 
already 800 sets had been sent to Africa to replace casual¬ 
ties. There were only 1700 mulo sets of single harness 
maintained, though 33,000 mules were known to be required 
for transport purposes on mobilization. The reserve of 
picketing pegs, ropes and mallets, was not sufficient to 
supply, even at this early date, one-fiftieth of the demands 
from South Africa. 


saddle was the United States Cavalry pattern, the 
issue of which at Pretoria is referred to on p.82. 

The second group is that of saddles with panels, 
and is typified by the Colonial semi-military pattern 
employed by the Staff and Officers of M. Infantry, 
and the Colonial pattern pure and simple, with 
nothing military about it. In the non-panel type, 
the bare tree is placed upon a folded blanket 
beneath which is a numnah (a cloth of felt). In 
the panel type, the tree is covered by a panel stuffed 
with horse hair and flock, and resting either directly 
on the back, or on a numnah or blanket. In the 
Colonial semi-military pattern the panels are readily 
get-at-able, so that their removal from the tree is a 
matter of a few moments; in some others of the 
Colonial type the same facility exists, but there 
were Colonial saddles where access to the panels 
was as difficult as it is in the ordinary hunting 
saddle of civil life. The Colonial saddle, whether 
semi-military or not, may be described as, in prin¬ 
ciple, a roomy hunting saddle possessing D’s and 
other appliances for carrying equipment. The 
chief failure of Colonial saddles was not so much in 
shape and type as in quality of material; Borne of 
them hurriedly put together for the war possessed 
wearing qualities little better than brown paper, 
and this was particularly the case with those manu¬ 
factured in South Africa. The saddle D’s were fre¬ 
quently merely tacked on, instead of being rivetted 
to the tree or sewn on to stout canvas. Many of the 
saddles at first used by irregular corps were those 
specially made for “trading” with natives; they 
were cheap and worthless. They gave a great deal 
of trouble from breakage and caused many injuries 

It is obvious that the substance of which a saddle 
is made should depend upon the living weight to be 
placed on it, and the dead weight which is secured 
to it. Colonial saddles are not constructed to carry 
much dead weight; a blanket, some food and simple 
means for cooking it, represents all the impedimenta 
carried. The tree of such a saddle and the substance 
of the material covering it may be correspondingly 
light. Its prototype in this country would be a 
good roomy hunting saddle with some extra D’s. 

If a saddle, in addition to carrying a man, has to 
carry all his worldly possessions it must be made 
stronger in the tree and stouter in its material, and 
the increase in strength means increase in weight. 
Consequently it is no use talking about reducing 
the weight of the Regulation saddle until the ques¬ 
tion of what constitutes a fair load for a soldier’s 
horse is settled. If it is to be twenty stone, as at 
present, nothing lighter than the existing material 
will carry the mixture of dead and living weight. 

As a matter of fact, we know that the infliction 
of such a weight is an outrage on any other than a 
trained pack horse, and that experience tells us the 
maximum weight a horse can carry effectively lies 
between fourteen and fifteen stone. We must never 
forget that the construction of the horse is adapted 
for pulling a weight, and not for carrying one; he 
can effectively haul two-and-a-haif times his body 
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weight, and for short hours and short distances 
very much more than this, but he cannot effectively 
carry more than the one-sixth to the one-fifth of 
his body weight. 

If, from the horse’s point of view, we were called 
upon for an expression of opinion as to the class of 
saddle a soldier should ride on, we would say a 
strong, roomy, well-stuffed hunting saddle, resting 
on a blanket, the panels of which can be readily 
got at. Nothing more should be carried on this 
saddle than the man's cloak, and food for horse and 
rider for the day, for which purpose strong attach¬ 
ments, or D’s, should be provided. The saddle 
must be roomy—nothing is so tiring to a man as a 
short seat, it causes him to be constantly shifting 
his position, tires his horse, and by twisting the 
saddle produces injury. 

The general verdict on the Regulation saddle was 
that it was clumsy, heavy and too short in the seat. 
The causes leading to its sore-back-producing 
features we have previously glanced at. The Colonial 
(Staff pattern) saddle was excellent. The ordinary 
Colonial pattern was satisfactory provided it was 
made of good material, but the liability to breakage 
from bad material, defective workmanship and 
heavy loads was very noticeable. Defective material 
does not affect the question of type, and the type 
was good, practically the same as that used by the 
enemy. The Dutch of South Africa live in the 
saddle; we may be quite sure that no pattern is 
adopted by them which is unsuitable for the purpose. 
During the war every Burgher effected his own 
saddle repairs. Their profound knowledge of horse 
management, and the fact that though they never 
walk a yard they equally never sit for a second on 
their animals the moment they halt, preserved the 
backs to a remarkable degree. I have the authority 
of Sir Arnold Thieler, K.C.M.G., who served as 
veterinary officer with the Republican Forces, for 
saying that there were few sore backs among the 
real Burgher class, but their foreign allies provided 
them with a large number. 

The saddle and equipment carried by the enemy 
during the war may be seen in Plate ii. It should 
be compared with that of our men shown in “ A 
Mid-day Halt,” Plate i, Fig, 4. 

The waste of material in war is always great, 
sometimes unavoidable, but there are causes of wastd 
capable of control. A “set of saddlery ” comprises 
very much more than a bridle, saddle, stirrups and 
girths. Wallets, breastplate, numnah, shoe cases, 
rifle-bucket and innumerable straps go to make up 
an alarming total. 

The system of military accounting demands that a 
complete set of saddlery shall be issued. Yeomanry 
and Irregular regiments were invariably anxious to 
leave the impedimenta behind, as they prevented 
the men from mounting and dismounting, and only 
to take the essentials; but an Ordnance issue is “ all 
or nothing,” with the result that the unnecessary 
material was deliberately thrown away, unless the 
Commanding Officer could secure some place to 


store it. What the loss amounted to under this 
head alone it is impossible to say. Tens of thou¬ 
sands of pounds worth of parts of saddlery and 
equipment were deliberately thrown away as not 
being essential, or, as in the case of hay nets, not 
being required, as there was no hay to carry. 

Not many weeks after the Director-General of 
Ordnance wrote his minute of 15th December, 
showing that the reserves of Cavalry and Mounted 
Infantry saddles only amounted to a thousand, a 
pile of saddles, one of many, might have been seen 
being burned in the Field to prevent them falling 
into the hands of the enemy. These belonged to 
horses which had died or had dropped out, and for 
the carriage of which no transport existed. When 
these horses were replaced a complete new saddle 
was also required. No wonder wars are expensive! 
The enemy, under similar circumstances, would 
have buried the saddles, but then he had been dif¬ 
ferently brought up, and, moreover, he would have 
been taking care of his own property. In the other 
case, it belonged to that long-suffering individual 
the Tax-payer. 

The next point to be considered, in general terms 
only, is defects in fitting, and we here come to a 
very complex case. The shape and bulk of a horse’s 
back depend upon his condition; with every varia¬ 
tion in this there is a corresponding variation in the 
shape and size of the back, and, strictly speaking, 
it can never be said in war that a saddle fits; it 
may fit to-day and not to-morrow. The tendency 
on service is for the saddle to become large, for 
the reason that the horse's back is becoming 
smaller. This is the explanation why the most 
constant supervision is required; on a campaign 
there is no finality in saddle fitting. The saddle 
rests on the muscles and not on the bones: the 
muscles are growing progressively smaller but the 
bones do not waste, they seem, in fact, to grow 
larger as muscle-waste takes place. The liability 
to injury is increased day by day, as a consequence 
of the saddle, man and equipment coming nearer to 
the bony framework. Not only do the muscles 
become smaller, but this is followed by an altera¬ 
tion in their shape, so that the weight is no longer 
supported in the same way. 

With every alteration in the muscles of the back 
there must be some addition to the material beneath 
the saddle if the latter is to maintain its proper 
position above the spine. In what way is the loss 
of back-muscle in war to be replaced ? This is one 
of the problems in saddle fitting which the sanguine 
at one time believed was solved. It can only be 
effected by the addition of a saddle blanket to the 
hair panels. But if the account which has been 
given above is clear, it will be seen that when war 
broke out the Cavalry had no hair panels to their 
saddles, they had been taken away, and with their 
abolition the flood-gates of disastrous back-trouble 
were opened. 

Whether the horse be for military or civil riding 
the saddle must always be at a definite height 
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Group of horses in a Boer Commando. 

Note the trifling amount of impedimenta carried on the saddle. 

The class of animal used by the enemy is also well shown. The weight they carry may 
be judged from the tall broad-shouldered man holding them, who is typical of his race. 


Plate II. 
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above the spinous processes of the dorsal vertebrae, 
but, whereas for civil purposes the clear space may 
be small, for military purposes it must be much 
greater, owing to the heavier weight placed in the 
saddle, and the daily shrinkage of flesh. The 
saddle is kept above the vertebra by the means we 
have just mentioned, i.e ., extra stuffing in the panels. 
Where there are no panels the extra material can 
only be given by placing a second blanket beneath 
the saddle. Two blankets and a numnah now lie 
across the ridge of the back and fill up the air 
channel which should naturally exist at this part, 
they also fill up the front arch. By filling in this 
space pressure is brought to bear on the spine and 
withers, so that the very measures employed to 
replace loss of flesh on the back may be the means 
of injuring the spine. On the contrary, if no second 
blanket be used, the loss of muscle will subsequently 
prove so considerable that the saddle will, as a con¬ 
sequence, actually rest on the spine and withers. 
A few minutes of this will give the horse a sore 
back, which may take weeks to cure. 

The presence of hair panels largely abolishes the 
terrible conditions above outlined; for extra stuffing 
can be placed in a panel in a few minutes, * ora 
saddle blanket employed. The channel of the 
saddle will accommodate one blanket plus numnah, 
but not two blankets, while the panels, practically, 
do not interfere with the channel, t 

The defects in fitting which occur through sad¬ 
dling up in the dark can only be fully realized by 
those who understand how essential daylight is to 
such an operation. Even the most careful man 
may, when day breaks, find the loose end of a strap 
between his horse’s withers and the saddle, or a 
buckle resting on the spine. In both of these cases 
injury will surely result to this remarkably sensitive 
part. 

Defective fitting comprises many faults, not only 
those mentioned above, but many others into which 
we cannot here attempt to enter. 

Defects in the horse are those associated with 
make and shape. High, lean, razor-like withers 
are sure to become injured on service; an animal 
with indifferent muscular development of back- 
muscles gives nothing for the saddle to rest on ; a 
narrow back instead of a full wide one carries the 
load too low on the ribs. A round back is liable to 
be injured over its greatest convexity; a hollow 
back is injured at the two points front and rear 


* Under stress the extra staffing need not be hair or wool J 
hay, grass, straw, even leaves or paper, may be substituted - 
In South Africa wool was available almost everywhere. 
General Rimington says, with a good deal of trouble he 
could make the Colonial saddle suit almost any horse by 
adjusting the stuffing and putting in wool or bay ('* R.C.,” 
Q. 12,735, et scq.). Colonel Thorneycroft who used nothing 
but panelled saddles, says that restuffing caused no diffi¬ 
culties to the one saddler he had per Company (“R.C. App. 
52”). 

f The use of the saddle blanket beneath the panelled 
saddle is invaluable when Colonial ponies lose condition in 
the Field, but its efficiency depends entirely on the super¬ 
vision of the officer. [Thorneycroft foe. cit. ] 


where the saddle rests. Conformation plays, there¬ 
fore, an important part, more especially among 
horses bought in a hurry for use in war. 

Defects in management are so many that we can 
only indicate some of the principal. If men are 
allowed to sit on their horses all day nothing can 
prevent sore backs. It was a cardinal principle in 
the Cavalry in years gone by never to be seen off 
one’s horse; it was considered undignified. Preju¬ 
dice and ignorance die hard, and as the alternative 
to being on the horse’s back is walking alongside 
him, the human element comes into operation, for 
who would walk when he could ride ? Over and 
over again during the campaign attention was drawn 
to the importance of Cavalry dismounting at every 
opportunity. It serves, of course, two great purposes, 
it relieves the back from weight and so gives 
the muscles an opportunity of rest, and it admits of 
the blood circulating through the skin of the back 
after being pressed out of it under the influence of a 
weight of 20 stone. If horses are led in band when 
military conditions render it possible, and a practice 
established of dismounting every hour, if only for a 
few moments, and, if circumstances admit, loosening 
the girths, exhaustion is not so likely to occur and 
backs are saved. One has only to read the evidence 
before the R.C. of a Cavalry soldier like Rimington 
to realize what is possible in the hands of a horse- 
master in the matter of saving wear and tear. (See 

p. 2 37 ). 

The other defects in management might be em¬ 
bodied generally under defects in horse-mastership, 
for everyone ought to realize the prime necessity 
for hard condition before severe work is attempted, * 
the readiness with which “soft” horses gall, and the 
paramount necessity of watering and feeding when¬ 
ever possible. The distance between these and 
back trouble is not great. Even the roller of the 
blanket used at night may be a fruitful source of 
trouble if drawn tightly—as men invariably do—to 
keep the blanket from coming off. The wise 
Squadron Commander knows how the web shrinks 
in the rain or heavy dew, and has them eased 
accordingly. The master’s eye must be everywhere, 
he must have knowledge, judgment and imagina¬ 
tion. + The growth of the latter is inhibited by a 

* For this defect iu horsemastership during the war the 
Regimental Officer was not responsible. 

f A very good example of defeot in this respect is given 
in the “Imperial Yeomanry Report ” of 15th May, 1901, 
and “Supplement” of 1st January, 1903, “Parliamentary 
Papers,” Cd. 803. 

Some 300 pack saddles had been provided for the use of 
this Force. Complaints were sent home that the saddles 
were too small, and samples were ordered to be returned 
for inquiry. On their arrival it was found that the com¬ 
plaints arose from a complete misunderstanding as to the 
packing of the saddles; straw and horse hair stuffing em¬ 
ployed to prevent the trees breaking in transit had not been 
removed! 

The writer remembers a saddle, with a mechanical tree, 
being issued for experiment many years ago; a report was 
made on this saddle without the peculiarity in its construc¬ 
tion being known. The panels had never been removed, 
and the mechanical contrivance for self-fitting lay within 
them unknown to the regiment conducting the trial. 
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cast-iron peace system, and paralizing regulations; 
fortunately these can be thrown to the winds in 
war, and scope given to originality. 

Bad horsemanship as a cause of sore back was 
very evident during the campaign. How could it 
be otherwise with men sent into the Field who had 
never previously ridden ? 

Bolling and twisting in the saddle are common 
causes of sore back besides being most exhausting 
to horses. Much of it is caused by the seat of the 
saddle being too short. The moment the men sit 
askew to take the weight off the ischii they should 
be dismounted. Bad horsemanship runs hand-in- 
hand with bad saddling; what could a man know 
of saddling who had never previously put one on 
a horse's back ? We need not labour the point, it 
is almost unbelievable that such things could have 
happened. 

The weight carried is the crux of the saddle 
question. If 20 stone has to be carried, the saddle 
requires to be much stronger than if only 15 stone is 
being carried. Those five stone make all the differ¬ 
ence between whether a roomy bunting saddle can 
be used, or one suitable to carry a “man-at-arms.” 

No horse should be asked to carry more than 
15 stone in weight all told; the service weight 
is 20 stone. At present the horse has to carry the 
rider, his arms, ammunition, accoutrements, picket¬ 
ing gear, food for horse and man, necessaries and 
comforts, the whole placed upon, or strapped upon 
a contrivance which has to be of immense strength 
to stand the strain. It is almost incredible that the 
animal is inflicted with the equivalent in weight of 
two men. There seems no escape from a crushing 
weight so long as it is considered necessary to send 
men into the Field with anything more than their 
arms and ammunition—more than that, with the 
man's cloak and food, and the horse’s corn, ought 
never to be placed on the back. General Bimington, 
during the war, got the weight of his Scouts down 
to 14 or 14} stone all told. Too much credit cannot 
be given to this officer for the manner in which, 
immediately the war began, he grappled with the 
question of the weight carried. He was a Cavalry 
soldier, yet it is doubtful whether his influence in 
this matter was felt, even though Lord Roberts 
spread his views broadcast by the publication of an 
order. The fact is that material has to be carried 
at the expense of the horse for which light trans¬ 
port should be provided. It cannot be that it is 
considered cheaper to weigh down the Cavalry 
rather than provide them with transport; it can 
only bo due to tho fact that the limitations of 
horse power are not understood. Our Cavalry can 
never be effective until the weight is reduced to 
14 stone, 15 stone being regarded as a maximum. 

Haig, in bis evidence before the Royal Com¬ 
mission, Q. 19,449, et regarded 14 stone as the 
weight to be aimed at. He found with the ordinary 
regulation saddle, when it was stripped of every¬ 
thing and tho man allowed nothing more than 
what he stood up in, together with cloak, water¬ 
proof shoet, soap and towel, arms and ammunition. 


one day'8 food for horse and man, that the weight 
could not be got below 17 stone 6} lb. The man, 
stripped, weighed 10 stone 12 lb., which is too 
heavy. Reservists were, of course, much heavier 
than this, a fact which must ever preclude the 
Cavalry Reserve from being a reliable source of 
strength. 

Rimington, R.C. Q. 12,656, et. seq ., got his ir¬ 
regular regiment down to 14 to 14J stone. To 
secure this, the men rode as they stood, together 
with cloak, food for horse and man. He cast away 
wallets, change of clothing, grooming kit, shoe 
cases, spare shoes, hay net, spare boots, picketing 
gear, breast plate, hoof picker. The spare material 
was carried in wagons. (See R.C., Vol. i., p.531, 
App, H, and Vol. ii., p.28). 

T homey croft’s men rode heavier, as they carried 
wallets weighing, when filled, 9} lb. In the R.C. 
Appendix No. 52, p.351, he gives details of his 
equipment. The lightest of his men appears to 
have ridden 16} stone, but, even then, much lighter 
than the Cavalry. 

General French, in his evidence, R.C., Q. 17,194, 
et seq. % said that the Cavalry soldier should have 
nothing on him but arms and ammunition. Dis¬ 
comfort would ensue, but this must be risked, even 
to going without food, for, as he adds, “ It is abso¬ 
lutely impossible, if Cavalry are to do their work, 
that they can be laden as they were in the last 
campaign." 

There is no part of a mounted soldier's equipment 
which offers greater temptation to the rider to carry 
weight than the wallets; anything and everything 
finds its way there, the most tempting souvenir 
being an unexploded shell. Wise Commanders 
soon cast wallets to the winds. 

We do not intend to pursue this question of 
weight further. No one with knowledge defends 
it. If Cavalry are going to ride 14 stone in future 
vast changes will have to be made in the organiza¬ 
tion of this arm, including the provision of trans¬ 
port, for that which is at present carried on the 
horse. 

It can be seen, in spite of the rapid survey we 
have made of the question of sore backs, that the 
sources of injury are many, and that though a dozen 
horses may be suffering from sore backs, not two 
of them may be due to the same cause. We cannot 
here attempt to specify the number of distinct 
injuries which occur, but each has its own definite 
position on the back, and each tells its own story. 
The position, then, of an injury is not a matter of 
accident, and this being so, the position of the 
injury, to the trained eye, reveals the cause of the 
trouble. Once this lesson is learned the next step 
is arrived at. If the cause is known it can be 
removed, and if it be removed further injury ceases. 
Thus the story is built up step by step, with an 
exactitude which depends upon the powers of ob¬ 
servation of the squadron authorities. Simple as 
this may seem, it is the basis of effective legislation, 
and effective prevention and cure. In days gone 
by a sore back was a sore back, no matter where it 
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occurred; it might be under the seat of the rider, 
or in front of his thigh, or on the top of the spine 
behind, or on the play of the shoulder. We now 
know differently, and that each position of an injury 
on the back is distinctive of some special cause. 
We have, in fact, an accuracy given to back in¬ 
spection and saddle-fitting which, in skilled hands, 
reduces it to almost mathematical precision. 

This, however, can only be attained in one way, 
and that is by daily inspection. The officer on 
service who neglects to inspect the back of every 
horse daily fails in one of his first duties to the 
State. The example he sets in this matter is the 
one which is followed by all under him. There is 
no more uncommon thing in war than fighting; the 
days in a campaign are made up of a lot of march¬ 
ing and very little fighting. Peace manoeuvres, in 
this respect, are most misleading. The back in¬ 
spection, spoken of above as a daily routine, can be 
carried out if time and opportunity be taken, and it 
is seldom that these are absent for even a day. The 
value of such an inspection is of the same utility 
as the “stitch in time”; the rub of to-day becomes 
the sore of to morrow. 

It is rather a matter for surprise that so few 
officers are skilled in the subject of saddle-fitting 
and the prevention of injury. They are all glad for 
their horses to escape without sore backs, but few 
show any real natural aptitude for this study. The 
tendency to work horses with sore backs rather 
than report them sick (see p. 59) is only justifiable 
when the squadron officer is capable of effecting 
such alteration as will enable the horse to work 
without further injury occurring. It is probably 
the theoretical simplicity of saddle-fitting which 
causes its practice to fall far below the requisite 
standard. 

The relative proportion of the various injuries on 
the back which occurred during the war cannot be 
stated with even approximate accuracy, as records 
are not available, but it is safe to say that the 
withers and spine were three, perhaps four, times 
more frequently affected than any other region. 
This fact alone tells its own tale of defective equip¬ 
ment and want of supervision. A good object 
lesson is conveyed in Plate i., Fig. 4, which shows 
the halt of a column at mid-day. The amount of 
impedimenta carried on the saddle may there be 
seen, even when much has been lost through wear 
and tear in the campaign. The top weight oscil¬ 
lates, while the want of adjustment of balance 
causes the saddle to heel over and press against the 
withers. So important is the adjustment of weight 
that it is better to carry weight for the purpose of 
adjustment, than ride with one side of the saddle 
heavier than the other. An examination of Fig. 4 
shows that the officer in command did not under¬ 
stand the importance of balance, or he never would 
have allowed a rifle to remain in the bucket, causing 
the saddle to heel over. Adjustment of weight is 
always a difficulty. A feed of corn carried in a 
nosebag may help or disturb matters; under any 


circumstances it is a fluctuating quantity, for the 
bag is getting lighter as the day advances. Apart 
from the balance of weight the arch of the saddle 
may touch the withers. It is impossible for any 
mounted man to fail to detect this with his finger ; 
a saddle resting on the withers is the cause not only 
of horrible suffering but prolonged, and frequently 
incurable, injury. A child could ascertain its 
existence when shown how, so that injured withers, 
besides being the most common, are also the least 
excusable variety of back injury, Many injuries 
were caused to both the withers and spine by the 
colonial saddles, for these were rarely wide enough 
in the front arch to prevent pinching, or curved up 
enough behind to clear the spine. The Australian 
stock-saddle, with its crupper staple, was a prolific 
source of trouble in this respect. After the withers 
and spine, the next place most commonly injured 
lay under the point where the rear arch is attached 
to the side-bar. 

Whatever is carried on the saddle must not 
dangle about, but be securely fastened and all 
movement prevented. Nothing tires a horse so 
quickly as oscillating weight. If some satisfactory 
means for carrying the rifle could be found, other 
than attaching it to the saddle, it would be of 
material service to the horse. Dead weight at¬ 
tached to the saddle is more harmful than when 
the same weight is carried on the man’s body. It 
is also easier for the horse to carry spare ammuni¬ 
tion in a bandolier placed around the neck than to 
carry it on the saddle, especially in the wallets, 
where it aids indirectly in producing wither 
pressure. 

It would be wrong to convey the impression that 
all sore backs are capable of prevention on service. 
When animals get below par the liability to injury 
is increased, and when, in addition to this, there is 
great wasting of the muscles of the back, the 
avoidance of injury due to the weight imposed is 
extremely difficult, for it is on these muscles that 
the weight is carried. 

The Regulation head collar and bridle are gener¬ 
ally represented as being too heavy. We agree as 
regards the bridle, but a head collar must be stout, 
for it experiences very great strain when the horse 
is tied up. * The bit is unduly heavy and of a 
wrong pattern. The bit and snaffle (bridoon) 
should be combined, and not in two distinct parts 
as at present, necessitating four reins. A single 
pair of reins should suffice, as in the Mounted 
Infantry bridle. Our present Cavalry bit is an in¬ 
strument of torture in heavy hands, and “ hands " 
are given to few men. On a long, hot and exhaust¬ 
ing march it is a good practice to remove every¬ 
thing from the mouth, and ride the horse with 
the head rope placed over the nose. Parching of 
the mouth then occurs less readily. 


* It might, however, be made of canvas, like a ship’s 
head collar. 
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TRANSPORT BY SEA. 

The old system of transporting horses by sea 
was to place them in a narrow and short stall, and 
put a sling under them. No attempt had been 
made officially to improve on this system until 
1899, though the sea transport of horses was 
known to be attended by mortality, which was fre¬ 
quently high. In 1887 important improvements 
on the existing system were suggested. It is gratify¬ 
ing that the new ideas, if not originating with the 
Veterinary Service, were first put forward by it, 
and to Colonel Duck must be given the credit of 
drawing attention to a better system of carriage at 
sea. ° He had gained his first experience in the 
Abyssinian War of 1869, when he observed, in the 
transport of mules, that the stalls were too short 
and the breast bar too high. The closely fitting 
“ crate ” into which an animal was packed, in what 
we shall term the Admiralty fitting, did not take 
into account, nor allow of, an animal altering the 
position of its body in order to maintain the ver¬ 
tical attitude during the rolling of the vessel. It is 
obvious that to effect this he nas to “ hang back” 
when the roll is from him, and lean forward when the 
reverse movement ocours. In a short stall, such a 
to and fro movement is impossible, and the foot 
hold is consequently lost. To compensate for this 
the sling was introduced to prevent the animal from 
falling, and in bad weather, when this was tightened, 
he behaved in it as a pendulum, and bumped 
to and fro. 

When the introduction of steam facilitated the 
transport of horses by sea from one continent to 
another, the margin of profit could only be satis¬ 
factorily increased by cutting down expenses. The 
first regular, and at the same time most difficult, 
passage established for horse-ships under steam 
was between Australia and India, and the shippers 
in these used, for economy, a pen holding four or 
five animals, instead of a separate stall for each, 
and, to further reduce expense, did away with 
slings. They depended upon a good foothold 
to keep the animals from falling. They experi¬ 
enced a good deal of loss at times through fittings 
giving way in bad weather, but proved the im¬ 
portant fact that slings were unnecessary to 
keep a horse on his feet. As a matter of fact, 
if tightly drawn up to the body, they actually 
carry him off his legs, and become a positive 
evil. It is not essential to this history to know 
all the sources through which this information 
was obtained. We assume that the Australian 
trade with India was the first on a large scale, but 
the Arabs, probably for centuries, have been ship¬ 
ping horses to India from the Persian Gulf, and 
though, of course, they chose their season for the 
passage, the arrangements for the animals were of 
the most primitive character. When the Trans- 
Atlantic trade opened up, and the shipment of 
horses from America ran into between twenty and 

• “ Veterinary Hygiene,” F. Smith, 1887, p. 297. 


thirty thousand animals a year, no slings were em¬ 
ployed nor were separate stalls used. Boats were 
specially built, the pens having a maximum size 
of 15 feet x 9 feet; horses and cattle travelled in 
the same type of vessel. There were individual 
heavy losses but the average was remarkably small, 
2£% and under for horses. The voyage, of course, 
was short, and the temperature may be taken as 
uniform, compared with a ship going from north to 
south. 

Just before the war a Committee of War Office 
and Admiralty Officials was appointed to consider 
the question of the sea-transport of an Army Corps. 
Among other matters, that of the transport of 
horses had to be dealt with, and for this purpose 
Colonel Duck was a member of the Committee. 
The principles he laid down on this question in 
1887 were those which he placed before the Com¬ 
mittee, and he urged that a stall of greater length 
should be furnished. He pointed out that the 
short stall of six feet, in bad weather, did not give 
the horse sufficient room to resist the rolling of the 
ship, and that it was impossible for the animal 
to get his hind quarters far enough back when the 
decks were at a steep angle. In consequence, he 
was either shot forward against the breast bar or 
rubbed his quarters raw. By lengthening the stall 
the animal was given room to maintain his vertical 
position during rolling, and no slings were then 
necessary to keep him on his feet; in fact, the latter 
were, as explained above, even harmful. 

Having given the horse room to move to and fro 
for the purpose of vertical adjustment, it only then 
remained, as Colonel Duck pointed out, to give him 
a reliable foothold in order that he might maintain 
his position. On this point he laid the greatest 
emphasis. What could men do in bad weather if 
everything they laid hold of to save themselves 
gave way under stress ? The position is identical 
with that of the horse, which has to try and save 
itself through its legs, and will succeed if only he 
obtains a firm foothold against which he can press. 

At this time—July, 1899—there were in store 
old pattern short stall fittings for 10,000 animals. 
The Committee urged that more modern measure¬ 
ments should be adopted, and money provided to 
furnish 6000 new fittings. It was not, however, 
until September, a few days before war was de¬ 
clared, that the Treasury approved of £25,000 being 
spent on fittings for horse transport, t Of course, 
these had not been put in hand when war occurred, 
the result being that only fittings of the roughest 
kind could be provided. 

Another question dealt with by the Committee 
was the utilization of cattle boats as horse trans¬ 
ports, a point urged by Colonel Duck, from personal 
experience, and supported, for the same reason, by 
General Truman, the head of the Remount Service. 
This turned out an equally satisfactory measure, 
and these vessels were subsequently largely em¬ 
ployed. 


f R.C., Q. 2356, 9534. 
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This class of ship was specially builfc for the 
trade, and was furnished with bilge keels to keep 
them steady, water ballast, and ballast tanks, 
the latter not found in other types of ship (R.C. 
Q. 9807.) The water ballast enabled a large supply 
of fresh water to be carried, which was replaced as 
ballast by salt water let in. The vessels also were 
well drained, and naturally adapted themselves to 
the erection of stall fittings, in place of the pens 
usually employed in the trade. The standings 
were cemented. The existing number of ships of 
this type was obviously limited, and, as matters 
turned out, many were employed which were not 
designed for animal transport. 

It is noteworthy that in the subsequent official 
inquiries both the Inspector General of Remounts * 
and the Admiralty f laid claim to originating the 
new fittings. Colonel Duck’s name does not 
appear. 

This general statement* enables the position of 
affairs at the outbreak of hostilities to be under¬ 
stood. The old system of carrying horses in short 
stalls was in theory discarded, and trade methods 
adopted. In one respect we carried this too far, 
and that was in the neglect of sanitary precautions, 
a matter not so obvious in a short trans-Atlantic 
passage as in a 30 days’ journey, part of which was 
through a tropical zone. 

When war broke out on 12th October we pos¬ 
sessed no new fittings, but the Admiralty showed 
their usual promptitude in dealing with a situation 
where common sense and energetic action are 
required. Plans of the new fittings were soon got 
out, a small army of carpenters employed, and in a 
few days fittings corresponding to the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Committee were erected on the trans¬ 
ports. They were rough, of green and undressed 
timber, and long French nails were employed where 
screws only should have been used. They possessed 
one great defect, and that was the weakness of the 
slot into which the parting boards between each 
stall were placed. The slot was not only too 
shallow, but was formed by two pieces of wood 
being nailed on to the uprights, or stanchions, of 
the stall. When this weakness was pointed out to 
Naval Transport Authorities it was not considered 
by them to be important, and the Veterinary 
objections were overruled. In a few days they 
purchased, at public expense, a lesson to which 
reference will be made later. In spite of the haste 
the troops were on board before the fittings were 
completed, and the ships, in some cases, left the 
dock with the carpenters still at work. J 

* C. of E. Rem : Q. 1718, 4410, 4530. 

f R.C., Q. 9793, 9804. 

J It may be noted that it takes 12 days to fit np a troop 
transport to carry Cavalry. The tonnage allowed to a horse 
on a transport, that is, a ship carrying troops, is 11$. In 
Remount ships 6£ tons per horse, and 3 tons per mule 
were allowed ; the mule tonnage is only one-fourth that of 
a horse, as they are carried in pens instead of stalls. In 
consequence, a ship which carries 700 horses would carry 
1000 mules. {Q. 4517.) 


The scale of measurements laid down for stalls 
and gangways was excellent in theory, but fre¬ 
quently fell short in practice, especially towards the 
ends of the vessel. Here it was difficult to walk 
between the animals’ heads excepting by going side¬ 
ways. There must he ample passage room, not only 
for the purpose of ventilation, but for exercise. It 
is wholly wrong that horses should be almost head 
to head, each breathing the vitiated air of his 
opposite neighbour. Especially was this the case 
in those ships carrying Remounts under freight 
charter, where the owners’ chief object appeared to 
be to stow away as many animals as possible 
irrespective of sanitary requirements. ° 

The lengthening of the stalls from six to eight 
feet carried the standing up to the side of the 
vessel. There was consequently no alley-way be¬ 
hind the horses for the purpose of clearing out the 
dung. This had been anticipated, and the objection 
was met by the Authorities saying that in the trade 
the standings were not cleaned out during the 
voyage, and that the troop horses were to travel 
under similar conditions. This showed a want of 
knowledge of the amount of excreta a horse pro¬ 
duces in a voyage of thirty days; behind mares it 
was a foul pool of pultaceous fa?ces fetlock deep; 
behind geldings it was a mound which raised their 
hind quarters considerably above their fore hand, 
and threw considerable strain on already tired fore 
legs. In the C. of E. Rem : a strong effort was made 
to ascertain who was responsible for giving this 
order, but nothing definite resulted. As a matter 
of fact, on transports carrying troops the putrid 
mass had to be removed, as its overpowering stench 
cannot be described. On Remount ships the labour 
for cleaning out the stalls did not exist, and for 30 
days the hind feet were either buried in a quagmire, 
or the horse standing down hill, f Cleanliness is 
the keynote to efficiency on board ship. There are 
sufficient other detrimental causes affecting horses 
without adding to them and, moreover, ruining the 
hind feet. 

It is not our intention to enter into details of con¬ 
struction of the stalls employed, but only to indicate 
general principles, and the weak points in those 
erected for transport purposes during the war. To 
one of these allusion has already been made, i.c., 

* The Admiralty approved of a Remount boat, the 
“ Manehenter City,” which subsequently turned out a 
“Black Hole.” The\ accepted the owners’ statement that 
she would carry 2500 mules without apparently verifying 
the calculations. She carried 2090, about 500 too many, 
and experienced shocking losses, an account of which is 
given later. See C. of E. R, Q.Mlti, 4397, 4413, 4415, 
4442, 4445, 0155. 

This, and another equally unsatisfactory ship, the 
“Anselma de Larrinaga,” were both engaged, not only 
under freight charter, but the owners were permitted to 
carry the animals as they would do thpir own, an objection¬ 
able clause which encouraged overcrowding, and robbed 
the conducting officers of the right of veto. 

f We shall see presently the trouble in which this in¬ 
volved two Veterinary Surgeons. Yet the Authorities, 
when they reported these cases, must have known that all 
Remount ships were in a similar condition. 
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the side bars dividing the horses, which were not 
only too weak in substance, but too shallow. The 
slot, it will be remembered, consisted of two pieces 
of wood placed parallel to each other and nailed to 
the upright. These were frequently kicked away, 
and the boards fell out. The slot ought to have 
been cut into the uprights, and the hoards would 
then have been secure. The breast bar on Remount 
ships was generally one long piece common to four 
or five stalls, so that in order to take a horse out of 
his stall, the bar in front of four or five others had 
to be removed. The breast bar for each stall should 
be distinct, as on troop transports. The bar also 
must be a different height for horses and mules. 
If too high with small animals it injures the front 
of the neck. There must always be three stanchions 
to two horses, and not two, as in some Remount 
fittings. The flooring must be of wood, with cross 
battens placed in the right position for catching 
the feet. These battens must be thoroughly well 
secured, as there is a great strain on them. The im¬ 
portance of a sound flooring cannot be too strongly 
insistod upon. In bad weather everything depends 
upon the horse maintaining its foothold, and this 
can only be ensured by good and properly placed 
battens. If these are not in the right position, 
there is nothing for the feet to press against. It is 
convenient to have the flooring in two pieces, for 
facility of lifting, as the deck beneath requires 
flushing. The haunch piece must be hollowed to 
receive the shape of the animal, or be, at least, 
rounded. Some horses rest against it when tired, 
and, in a short stall, this is a normal condition. If 
tho timber is not round it causes injury. 

Mangers should be of galvanized iron, and re¬ 
movable from the breast bar. They must be fur¬ 
nished with two bars, which prevent the horse 
from throwing his food out. They should be washed 
out under the hose every day. Spare mangers 
should be carried. The canvas head collars of the 
ship should be in three sizes. A large head-collar 
on a small horse causes the nose band to compress 
the nostrils: a small collar on a big head cuts the 
jaws, and leaves no room for movement during 
mastication. 

Feeding on long hay is always a wasteful process: 
on board sliip there is no word which adequately 
expresses the loss so occasioned. If the hay is 
placed in the mangers it is simply thrown out by 
tho horse, and trampled under foot. Long hay 
should always be placed in hay nets, small quanti¬ 
ties at a time. It necessitates slow feeding and 
keeps the animals quiet. Watering is a feature 
which requires tho supervision of the officer; every 
pail of water has to be carried and lifted up to the 
horse, and men will not do this unless supervised. 
The importance of ample water cannot be exag¬ 
gerated, especially in passing through the tropics, 
and for those horses placed near the engine room. 

During tho War the feeding of animals on board 
ship was defective, especially at the beginning of 
the campaign. Commanding Officers were cautious 


to nervousness, so afraid were they of overfeeding 
with grain. So marked was this in some cases, 
that on the advice of the P.Y.O., the General at 
Cape Town cabled to the War Office, in February, 
1900, that it was better some horses should be lost 
from overfeeding, than that animals should arrive 
full of soft food, and quite unfit to work. * Later, 
as experience was gained, the feeding became more 
liberal. Sometimes the forage was to blame. If a 
ship goes to sea with defective food on board there 
is no changing it. Such cases were known, and 
resulted in the condign punishment of those officers 
who passed the forage. Insufficient food may occur 
from a breakdown or other delay, and this was 
anticipated by a week’s extra rations being placed 
on the ship over and above the amount required 
for the voyage. Cases occurred where forage was 
short shipped, and horses were landed in lament¬ 
able condition. One of these we shall be compelled 
to look at in detail. 

In a voyage lasting a month, it is certainly sound 
practice not to overdo the grain ration during the 
first week; but to reduce it to one pound a day, as 
we have seen done, is an absurdity. During the 
last fortnight of the voyage the animals may be 
more liberally fed with grain. There is a good deal 
of waste in feeding, especially with hay. Only small 
quantities at a time should be placed in the hay 
nets, say two pounds. It takes a long time to pull 
this through the mesh, but it avoids the sinful 
waste which generally occurs, and keeps the horses 
occupied. Carrots or roots are excellent, but they 
keep badly at sea. 

The conveyance of mules is in principle the same 
as that for horses, with the exception that they are 
not usually placed in separate stalls, but in pens 
holding four or five animals. The mule is a better 
sailor than the horse, more placid and philosophical. 
His worst feature is that he eats his fittings, and 
reduces them to matchwood. All parts exposed to 
his teeth should be sheathed with iron. Similarly, 
head ropes are of no use, they are eaten in a day or 
two. Nothing but chains should be employed. 

Something must be said of the Transport arrange¬ 
ments if we are to understand the conditions under 
which the animals were carried. The Admiralty 
conveyed all troops together with their horses. 
Such ships were engaged on time charter, the 
Transport Department providing the coal and 
paying all dues. These ships were specially fitted 
for men and horses in home ports, according to 
principles previously arranged. The Admiralty 
also conveyed all remount horses (not accom¬ 
panied by troops) from the United Kingdom, and 
mules from everywhere. Ships for remount horses 
and mules were differently engaged; the animals 
were carried on freight charter at so much a head, 
and the capitation rate had to cover cost of fittings, 
forage, attendants for the care of the animals, water, 
utensils, and every other charge. Beside the Capi- 

* Cd. 'J63, Cable 32. 
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tation rate there was a bonus for each animal 
landed alive. 

The two different systems here indicated may be 
described as hired transports, and freight ships, and 
this distinction must be borne in mind if we are to 
understand the differences in management, and 
difficulties which subsequently arose. 

The Admiralty, however, did not make arrange¬ 
ments for the transport of all the remounts pur¬ 
chased. Owing to their hands being full, the 
Inspector General of Remounts made arrangements 
of his own with a Shipping Company, for convey¬ 
ing horses on freight charters, and for seventeen 
months this system continued, until finally the 
Admiralty took it over. 

The capitation rate was at first calculated on the 
number of animals embarked, but was subsequently 
divided into two parts: one being paid for each 
animal taken on board, and the other for each 
animal landed. In this way, the interest of the 
owners in the safe conveyance of the animals was 
assured. 

All animals conveyed in freight ships suffered 
under a great disadvantage as compared with those 
travelling with troops in transports. A military 
conducting Officer and a Veterinary Surgeon were 
to accompany each freight ship, though, owing 
to the difficulty of obtaining the services of these 
two classes, some of the early ships were not so 
provided. 

Conducting Officers possessing the needful quali¬ 
fications were, no doubt, difficult, if not impossible, 
to obtain in sufficient numbers. Of 195 so engaged 
109 were Lieutenants or Second Lieutenants, and, 
therefore, of extremely limited experience; further, 
34 of this number belonged to the infantry. 

Of the total number of Officers of all ranks em¬ 
ployed on ships, 70 belonged to the infantry. It is 
difficult to see, so far as the animals were con¬ 
cerned, what purpose Officers of this branch served. 
The above figures show what a large proportion of 
conducting Officers were entirely ignorant of horses, 
let alone of their care and management at sea. 

The Civil Transport Veterinary Service was quite 
distinct from that created for employment in the 
Field. Many of the veterinarians were foreigners, 
and it is now known that some of these possessed 
no qualification. No matter how experienced a 
man may be on land, it is certain he has a good 
deal to learn when he first goes to sea with horses, 
so it was desirable, as far as possible, to retain the 
services of those practitioners who had already 
obtained experience. The evidence of witnesses 
before the Itoyal Commission and Court of Enquiry 
Remounts, was generally to the effect that the 
Veterinary Transport Service conducted by British 
practioners was successfully carried out; there 
were exceptions, and, no doubt, there were men 
who, from an absence of personality, failed to 
make themselves felt. 

The care and constant supervision which horses 
everywhere require is greatly increased on board 
ship. But for this purpose it is sufficient on troop 


transports that one man should look after four or 
five horses; all men over and above this proportion 
should bo cleared out of the horse decks in order to 
increase the extremely small air space. On troop 
transports the difficulty is not to find labour, but to 
employ it skilfully in the confined space. On 
freight, i.e. t Remount vessels, there were no sol¬ 
diers ; civilians were engaged for the voyage, 
and the condition of the horses at the end of the 
journey, other things being equal, largely depended 
upon the manner in which these men performed 
their duties. 

The proportion of attendants to animals on this 
class of vessel was fixed at one man to 15 horses 
or 20 mules; had they been trained men at the 
work it might have sufficed to water and feed the 
animals, but not for cleaning out the stalls. They 
were not, however, skilled men; many knew noth¬ 
ing of horses, nor had experience of the sea; they 
were drawn from all classes and conditions, and 
were difficult to keep under discipline. * Some of 
the witnesses expressed themselves on this point 
in more forcible language than the Court, for even 
mutiny was not unknown, f It must be remem¬ 
bered that in the tropics it is not possible for a 
man to remain long in the lower decks of a horse 
ship, especially amid such insanitary surroundings 
as we have described, without feeling faint or being 
actually sick, and we are strongly of opinion that 
the labour provided for the care of the horses on 
freight ships was insufficient. It ought to have 
been not less than one man to 10 horses. The 
Report of the Court of E. Rem : points out in para. 
118, that the master of the vessel did not always 
concern himself with the way in which the men 
carried out their duties, and that men were fre¬ 
quently short shipped. Under these circumstances 
it is not remarkable that horses were landed in bad 
condition. Later, duriug the war, there was an 
improvement in this respect, as the men were pro¬ 
hibited from landing, so that they were no longer 
being carried in order to enlist in the first irregular 
corps requiring recruits, or, as was reported, joining 
the ranks of the enemy. 

It seems to us essential that the great difficulties 
the conducting Officers and Transport Veterinary 
Surgeons had to contend against in the care of 
horses on board ship should be clearly realised 
this is especially necessary in order to understand 
the cases yet to be narrated. 

One witness gave evidence that the labour party 
(in this case soldiers) was removed from the ship 
before the horses were landed, and that he and the 
first engineer of the vessel had to water and feed 
them! J 

The relationship between the Soa Transpoit 
Veterinary Service and the Military Conducting 
Officers cannot be described as cordial. Their 
duties overlapped, a fruitful cause of difficulties ; 

* Report of C. of E. Rem., para. 119. 

f See C. of E. Rem., Q. 5514. 

♦ C. of E. Rem., Q. 3991. 
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there was also a natural ignorance of military 
system on the part of the veterinary element, and 
there was the determination of the conducting 
officer to retain some semblance of the authority 
with which he was undoubtedly invested. We 
cannot think that the cause of difficulties and mis¬ 
understandings was always on the veterinary side, 
and some evidence will be quoted in support of 
this view. Both were in an extremely difficult 
position, demanding great tact, for each was under 
the Commander of the vessel, in whose hands the 
labour party was placed. When difficulties arose 
orders to the men had to be transmitted through 
the Captain of the ship, so that the conducting 
officer frequently found himself in a doubtful and 
humiliating position of responsibility. * 

The chief cause of friction between the conducting 
and Veterinary Service arose from interference with 
purely professional duties. Some conducting officers 
expected the Veterinary Surgeon to carry out their 
treatment. One insisted that all temperatures 
should be taken at the mouth, with the result that 
the thermometers were soon destroyed. Another 
suspended the Veterinary Surgeon from duty with¬ 
out good reason. One insisted, against veteri¬ 
nary advice, in shooting, as glandered, every horse 
with a nasal discharge. This case came before the 
Court of Enquiry Remounts, who, in referring to 
the destructions, say, “In so doing he acted upon 
his own responsibility, without the advice of the 
Veterinary Surgeon on board.” f The full facts of 
this case were before the Court, and it was known 
the officer acted against the advice of the Transport 
Veterinary Surgeon, and in spite of his remonstra- 
tions, we shall, therefore, give an outline of the 
case. 

The s.s. “ Cervona” left New Orleans on 8th Feb., 
1901, with 849 horses on board, an Artillery Cap¬ 
tain as conducting officer, and a British Veterinary 
Surgeon. There were many cases of catarrh—a 
common complaint on board ship—and the Artillery 
Officer got it into his head that the animals were 
glandered, in spite of veterinary representations to 
the contrary. He then stated his intention of 
shooting them, and was advised that there was no 
necessity, as the animals were free from contagious 
disease. He shot no less than 251, representing 
£17,500, and, but for bad weather, would have 
destroyed many more, but could not get the car¬ 
cases overboard. Including deaths from other 
causes, he arrived in Table Bay with 571 animals, 
all of which he regarded as glandered. 

It is, perhaps, as well that the statement of the 
General Officer of Cape Town on the matter should 
be given ; it appears in the Royal Commission, 
Q. 13,783;— 

“One Artillery Officer, on arriving, said that the whole 
of his horses had been suffering from glanders, that he bad 
already thrown 50 overboard, and regretted that he had not 
had time to throw more over. On a Veterinary examina¬ 
tion it turned out that there had not been a single case of 

* See C. of E. Rem., Q. 30*9, 4074, 4076. 

t Report, para: 125. 


glanders on board; one or two horses had suffered from 
something or other, and he threw them over the side 
wholesale, and the horses adjoining, and the horses two 
or three off.” 

It is interesting to note that this astonishing 
evidence did not provoke a single question from the 
members of the Royal Commission. The matter, 
as we have seen, was even worse than was repre¬ 
sented. In the C. of E. Rem: General Truman 
gave evidence, Q. 1903, et seq., that 251 horses 
were unnecessarily destroyed, and that the Military 
Officer overrode the decision of the Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon, and acted entirely on his own responsibility. 

The C. of E. Rem: deal with the matter in nine 
lines, contained in paras. 125 and 182. Here we 
are told that “ he acted on his own responsibility, 
without * the advice of the Veterinary Surgeon on 
board.” The Court had it in evidence that he 
acted against the advice of the professional man. 

We may complete the story by adding that the 
animals were examined at Cape Town, and again, 
by a Veterinary Board on reaching their destin¬ 
ation, at Port Elizabeth, and the opinion given was 
that no case of the disease existed on the ship, and 
probably never had. This important fact is not 
mentioned by the Court of Enquiry. 

There were two cases seriously involving the 
credit of the Transport Veterinary Service, to which 
great publicity has been given, both by published 
cables and especially by the Court of Enquiry 
Remounts. We propose, in the interests of the 
profession, to examine the facts, as they impute 
charges of grave neglect. The ships implicated 
were the “ Knight Bachelor ” and “ Monterey,” 
from North America. Their respective Veterinary 
Surgeons were foreigners, a fact which is not stated 
in any of the reports. 

The horses on these ships were, it is said, in 
charge of the Veterinary Surgeon, there being no 
conducting officer. If this were so the position 
was one of increased responsibility and trust, f 

The <( Knight Bachelor ’’ arrived at Port Elizabeth from 
New Orleans on 27th July, 1900, after being 41 days at sea. 
One thousand horses had been shipped, of which 44 had 
died (4.4%). The Military Landing Officer at Port Eliza¬ 
beth reported } that he boarded the vessel on arrival, and 
found “ the whole place inches deep in decomposing stag¬ 
nating filth.” The horses were “literally packed like 

* The italics are ours. 

f The Inspector General of Remounts stated, in Q. 6916, 
that Veterinary Surgeons were not in charge as conducting 
officers, but only to perform professional duties. He ad¬ 
hered to thiB, though the case of the “ Knight Bachelor” 
was specifically referred to. 

The Court of Enquiry, in their Report, do not settle the 
point. In para. 176, they say, in the absence of a conducting 
officer, “the entire responsibility for the safety and well¬ 
being of the cargo falls upon the master.” Yet, in para. 
182, they say, “written instructions should have been given 
to the civilian Veterinary Surgeons, who, in certain cases, 
were in sole charge of horses on board ship.” 

It is difficult to reconcile these three statements. Matters 
of the deepest importance to us as a body depend upon 
whether the Transport Veterinary Surgeon could or could 
not be placed in charge as conducting officer. 

\ C. of E. Rem: 0.6044. 
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herrings, and even the ship’s coal bankers had been utilised 
to place them in.” The tittings were inferior and flimsy, 
splintered and wrecked beyond conception. There were 
only 37 cattlemen to look after the horses, or 27 horses per 
man. “ Consequently no cleaning had been attempted. 
The accumulated tilth of 41 days at sea is better imagined 
than described. The ventilation of the lower deck was 
defective, and the steam fans did not appear to have been 
at work systematically. Many of the water tanks contained 
putrid water, the mangers were small and unsuitable.” . . . 
“ I attribute the semi-starvation the animals undoubtedly 
sufered from, to the fact that the horses tossing about the 
hay, as is their wont, led to the hay falling out of the 

troughs on to the decks.” * The forage supply 

placed on board was totally inadequate to the number of 
horses shipped and the length of the passage, or it had 
been shamefully wasted. They appear to have run out 
of hay nine days before reaching Cape Town, where more 
had to be taken on board to allow of the ship proceeding to 
this port. The animals, according to the cattlemen’s 
reports, had been fed on bran for ten days prior to the 
ship’s entering port." 

“ The civilian Veterinary Surgeon put on board to look 

after the animals.was totally incompetent, and 

could not have exerted himself in the least. The Cattle¬ 
men report that he was seldom seen between decks." 

The statement of the filthy condition of the vessel, 
and the semi-starved state of the horses is supported by a 
letter from the Divisional Transport Officer, Royal Navy, 
contained in Q. 6046. 

The Veterinary Report by the S.V.O. Remounts, Port 
Elizabeth, is given in Q. 1861, and is as follows:— 

“Nothing could convince me to the contrary that there 
was not culpable neglect in the feeding of these horses, and 
the majority of the emaciated showed no symptoms of 
disease, either past or present, and yet were living skele¬ 
tons. This in itself distinctly points to starvation pure and 
simple." 

The Court of Enquiry received none of the above 
evidence on oath, nor were any of the witnesses 
examined. The statements are accepted as fully 
established, and in their Report presented to Par¬ 
liament, para. 117, they give an outline of the case, 
and conclude by saying, “There was no conducting 
officer on board, and the horses were in charge of 
a civilian Veterinary Surgeon, who had been en¬ 
gaged for the voyage at New Orleans, .... The 
horses were half starved, and so grossly neglected 
that it was considered that the majority would be 
useless.” 

The entire onus for the condition of these horses 
is placed by the Court on the civil Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon in charge. Yet five features stand out very 
clearly; (1) The Inspector General of Remounts 
told the Court that the Veterinary Surgeon was not 
in charge (see foot note, p. 256); (2) The Veterinary 
Surgeon was not responsible for the overcrowded 
state of the vessel; (3) Nor for the short shipment 
of forage; (4) Nor for the bad type of manger; 
(5) Nor for the short shipment of cattlemen. For 
these deficiencies the Remount Authority at the port 
of embarkation must be looked to, and, as a matter 
of fact, this was the view taken by the Secretary 
of State, who, in consequence, directed him to be 
recalled from America (see C. of E. Rem. Q.6059). 
Nowhere in the Report made on this vessel by the 
Court of Enquiry is the Remount share in the 
disaster referred to, or the Secretary of State’s 
action thereon mentioned, though the facts were 


before the Court. The omission is perfectly un¬ 
accountable. 

But the case is even still more unfavourable to 
the Remount Authorities, for it was by the order of 
the agents of the Remount Department that the 
stalls were not cleaned out. Every effort made by 
the Court failed to ascertain who actually was re¬ 
sponsible for this as a general order for all ships, 
transport and freight. It was known to be the 
method followed in the trade (see p.253), and in 
the Cavalry (see p.234), and was approved by the 
Inspector General of Remounts (0.1676, 6878), 
himself a Cavalry Officer. 

Under instructions received at New Orleans the 
veterinary surgeon on the “ Knight Bachelor ” did 
not have the stalls cleaned out (0.6052), nor would 
the labour on board have secured this even had he 
gone contrary to his orders. We have it also in the 
evidence of the Remount officer at New Orleans 
(0.1247), that the “ Knight Bachelor ” was a ship 
that he always had a difficulty in getting properly 
cleaned [in portj, and to effect this he had three 
times more trouble with this vessel than any other. 
For this unsatisfactory state of affairs he blamed 
the captain and crew (0.1243). 

In the face of this evidence, all of which was 
before the Court, is it possible to hold the civil 
veterinary surgeon responsible for the filthy condi¬ 
tion of the “ Knight Bachelor ” on her arrival at 
Port Elizabeth ? Not a word of the above appears 
in the Report of the Court of Enquiry to assist 
in explaining the disgraceful condition of this 
vessel. The report of the military landing officer 
is the text of their indictment. 

One might have thought that the “ Knight 
Bachelor ” was the first vessel to arrive in Africa 
with stalls on the “ Continental system ” (see p.234). 
But more than 260 vessels had entered one or other 
of the four South African ports between the out¬ 
break of war and the arrival of the “ Knight 
Bachelor,” and all were in principle, if not in 
practice, arranged for on this system. It was only 
on troop transports that the abomination could no 
longer be tolerated, and a superabundance of labour 
was available for clearing away the accumulated 
filth from beneath the horses. 

We, therefore, submit that the veterinary surgeon 
of the “ Knight Bachelor ” was not morally re¬ 
sponsible for her condition, that her overcrowded 
state and shortage of labour rendered it practically 
impossible to clean her, while the condition of 
horses was due to insufficient forage having been 
placed on board. We cannot help but feel that the 
Court should have arrived at the same conclusion. 

The Court charges this Veterinary Surgeon with 
incompetence. He may have been incompetent, 
but there is no evidence to that effect, excepting 

• See "C. of E. Rem. Evid.," Q. 1673 to 1676, 1678. 

Q. 4975 to 4978. 

0. 6052 to 6054. 

0.6877 to 6924. 

See also Report , paras. 181, 182. 
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the ipse dixit of a layman, an Army Lieutenant, 
whose report we have quoted. 

There was, however, in this case a feature most 
disgraceful if true. The Military Landing Officer, 
in continuation of his report, in Q. 6044, says:— 

“ The same Veterinary Surgeon, when ordered to proceed 
ashore to report his arrival to the O.C. No. 2 Remount 
Depdt, did not do so, and had not done so up to the time 
he sailed in the ship without orders. When he did come 
ashore he became hopelessly intoxicated.” 

The C. of E., it will be remembered, had none of 
this Officer’s evidence on oath, and no man can be 
convicted of drunkeness unless on corroborative 
evidence, of which there appears to have been none. 
The official statement is that he did not report him¬ 
self, and it would seem, therefore, that the charge 
was made on hearsay, which no court of jurisdiction 
would accept. Nevertheless, the C. of E. Rem. 
state in their report, that he “ came on shore * in a 
state of intoxication ! ” No such statement occurs 
in the official report of the Military Landing 
Officer; he is there charged with becoming drunk 
while ashore, and, without in any degree condoning 
the reported state of this man, there is as great a 
difference in coming ashore drunk from his ship, 
as there is in an officer going drunk to mess—which 
is a court martial offence—and returning drunk 
after mess. 

Nothing appears to have been omitted which 
could tell against this Transport Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon. In the report of the Military Landing 
Officer the cattlemen are quoted as his authority 
for saying that the Veterinary Surgeon was seldom 
seen between decks during the voyage. It may 
have been so, but the statement of men from whom 
he had, under evident difficulties (see Q. 1243), to 
extract work, should not be permitted to carry 
weight, especially, as we have the authority of the 
Assistant Inspector of Remounts, S.A., for saying, 
they were “ the riff-raff of the New Orleans and 
Liverpool slums.” f 

Even the small mortality on the vessel is not per¬ 
mitted to tell in the Veterinary Surgeon’s favour, 
for the Military Landing Officer actually stated 
that he ascribed the low rate of mortality “entirely 
to the hardiness of the poor animals, in spite of the 
criminal neglect they have been systematically sub¬ 
jected to! ” It is difficult to conceive a statement 
of greater prejudice. We cannot help blaming the 
Court of Enquiry for not stating the whole facts of 
the case, and for too readily adopting the report of 
the Military Landing Officer. We submit that, 
bad as were the facts connected with the “ Knight 
Bachelor,” the entire blame should not have been 
placed by the Court on the Transport Veterinary 
Surgeon, and this was the view of the Secretary of 
Stato for War. We blame him, but for a different 
reason to that given by the Court. He should have 
refused to take Veterinary charge of a vessel so 

* The italics are ours. 

f Cd. vMi3, p. 18 


overcrowded and with insufficient labour on board. 
These were facts patent even to a layman. The 
flimsy state of the fittings and the small mangers 
were also obvious, and ought to have been objected 
to, if he were actually in charge of the horses as 
conducting officer. He could know nothing of the 
shortage of forage. He was told not to clean out 
the stalls. The unsuitability of this dark and slow 
ship cannot be placed to his credit, as it was en¬ 
gaged by the agents of the Inspector General of 
Remounts. We blame him if, as is stated, the 
drinking water in the tubs was putrid, assuming 
that the supply in the tanks of the vessel was sound 
and sweet, for these he could himself have emptied 
on the deck. As to his reported condition ashore, 
we have seen reason for believing that all the 
elements for a mistake exist, as he never reported 
himself. 

The second case is that of the “ Monterey,” 
which left New Orleans on 7th August, 1900, with 
1168 horses on board, in charge, it is said, * of a 
Civil Veterinary Surgeon, a foreigner. She arrived 
at Cape Town on 10th Sept., and the vessel and 
horses were inspected by the Staff Officer for 
Remounts, who was “ satisfied as to the condition 
of the horses and the ship, excepting as regards the 
mucking out.’ ” f The Captain of the vessel, 
stated to the owners (Q.5999, 6012, C. of E. Rem.), 
that at this inspection he was complimented on 
the appearance of the horses. The ship did not 
disembark her horses at Cape Town, but proceeded 
to Durban. On her vogage to this port, which 
occupied five days, she met with heavy weather. 
On her arrival at Durban, instead of the horses 
being at once disembarked, the ship was anchored 
at sea, outside the harbour, and kept there for 
two days, where she rolled incessantly. In the 
finest weather a ship rolls heavily at this point, 
and at the time we are speaking of a gale was 
blowing. At the end of two days she was 
brought into port, and the vessel and horses in¬ 
spected by the Assistant Inspector of Remounts, 
Natal. 

His evidence, given before the C. of E. Rem., is 
contained in 0.2832. He stated that the vessel 
was in a “ deplorable condition; the horses fright¬ 
fully overcrowded, up to their hocks in muck, and 
in miserable condition.” The number of deaths 
during the voyage was 25, or 2.14%. “ Only 500 

horses were fit for issue on landing, the remainder 
being too debilitated to warrant any hope of their 
being fit to send to the front within a month.” J 
The witness attributed the poor condition of the 
horses to “ the faulty arrangements of the ship, 
to the absence of any proper system for their 
care, and to the fact that the stalls were not 

* See footnote p. 256. 

f Report of the General Officer Commanding, Cape 
Colony, C. of E. Rem., Q. 6024. 

J Report of the General Officer Commanding, Cape 
Colony, C. of E. Rem., Q. 6005. 
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once ‘mucked out’ during the six weeks of the 
voyage.” * 

The report on this ship gave rise to considerable 
War Office correspondence with South Africa, and 
the General at the Cape, after referring to the 
satisfactory condition of the horses when inspected 
at Cape Town by his Staff Officer, reported, “ there 
is every reason to believe that the subsequent loss 
of condition in the animals was due to bad weather 
at sea between this port [Cape Town] and Durban, 
and possibly to the effects of the weather when 
lying off that harbour, f The whole of this cor¬ 
respondence was produced and placed before the 
Court. Yet the opinion they have recorded on this 
case, in paras: 116 and 176, is that the horses were 
starved and neglected, so that two-thirds were unfit 
for service for two months. The Court adds that 
they were in charge of a Civil Veterinary Surgeon, 
who was incapable, and that the stalls had not been 
cleaned out during the voyage. No mention is 
made of the satisfactory condition of the horses 
when inspected at Cape Town a week earlier, nor 
of the bad weather between that port and Durban, 
nor of the ship being kept outside for two days in 
a gale. 

It is little short of extraordinary that a Court 
specially charged to investigate this matter does 
not refer to the incomprehensible action of the 
naval and military authorities in keeping this vessel 
outside the harbour at Durban for two days, instead 
of at once unloading her, though the seriousness of 
such action is obvious. We contend that this, and 
the fact of the satisfactory inspection of the horses 
at Cape Town, together with the opinion of the 
General Officer at Cape Colony, should have found 
a place in their Report. Nevertheless, these facts, 
in the opinion of the Quarter Master General War 
Office, “ changed the whole aspect of the case.’ 
(Q.6004). The Court also was aware that the non¬ 
cleaning out of the stalls was due to the instruction 
of the Remount Officer at New Orleans, but in the 
face of this, the entire blame for the “ Monterey ” 
is centred in the Civil Veterinary Surgeon. 

Unfortunately he seriously prejudiced his position 
by being found “ drunk and incapable ” (Q . 2832) 
in his cabin on the vessel being brought into the 
harbour at Durban. He was seen in this condition 
by two officers, so that, to our shame, the fact is 
established. 

It would have been a gracious act on the part of 
the Court to have mentioned the favourable reports 
received on this Transport Veterinary Surgeon, as 
they did in the case of the Remount Officer re¬ 
moved from his position by the Secretary of State 
(Report, para. 95). j It was before the Court that 
the Remount Officer at New Orleans had stated 
to the Inspector General of Remounts (Q. 5999) 
that the Transport Veterinary Surgeon of the 

* Report of General Officer Commanding, Cape Colony, 
C. of E. Rem., Q. 6005. 

f Report of General Officer Commanding, Cape Colony, 
C. of E. Rem., Q. 6024. 

t This History, p. 257. 


“ Monterey ” was a competent and hard working 
man, specially selected for the position, and that 
the Captain of the vessel had stated he had never 
seen a man work harder during the voyage, and 
that he was “never intoxicated except upon the 
regrettable occasion mentioned.” 

It would also have been just to the veterinary 
profession in this country to have stated that 
neither of the Transport Veterinary Surgeons men¬ 
tioned above held a British qualification, and that 
both were foreigners. 

The Court, in their Report, para. 176, sum up 
their opinion on the “ Knight Bachelor ” and 
“ Monterey ” as follows;— 

“With reference to the particular cases of the s.s. 
“Monterey” and “Knight Bachelor,” the primary canse 
of the starved and neglected condition of the horses was 
clearly the absence of a conducting officer. In both in¬ 
stances the Veterinary Surgeon was incapable,’ and it does 
not seem that the master of the ship considered that he 
had any responsibility in the matter. The attendants 
were the servants of the ship owners, and were under the 
command of the master, and as there was no conducting 
officer on board, the entire responsibility for the safety and 
well being of the cargo fell upon the master .” * 

We have placed before the reader all the facta of 
both these cases, and he must judge how far these 
warrant the conclusion drawn by the Court of 
Enquiry. The opinion given of the responsibility 
of the master relieves both Veterinary Surgeons of 
the charge of starvation and neglect. Nevertheless, 
in spite of this declaration, the Court, in para. 182, 
were of opinion that “ written instructions should 
have been given to the civilian Veterinary Surgeons, 
who , in certain cases , were in sole cha rge of horses on 
the ship.” f It is difficult to reconcile these differ¬ 
ences of opinion. 

Of the alleged professional incapacity no evi¬ 
dence is adduced, while, if mortality be taken 
as the index, it is, especially in the case of the 
“ Monterey,” entirely in their favour. 

Nor can we help remarking on the freedom of 
language employed by the Court in describing 
these men, as compared with the moderated tone 
adopted in dealing with Military Officers. With 
these incompetence becomes “unsuitable” (para. 
163), or “desirable to withdraw” (para.95); ineffi¬ 
ciency is described as “a weak point” (para. 225). 
Even the astonishing “ Cervona ” case becomes one 
of “ a peculiar nature ” (para. 125), and the officer 
is merely described as “unsatisfactory ” (para. 182}. 

There is a third transport case to be dealt with. 
It did not find a place in the Report of the Court, 
but there is a great deal about it in the Evidence 
volume, which requires explaining. 

The “ Rippingham Grange,” a ship engaged by 
the Agents of the Inspector General of Remounts, 
left Sydney on 12th June, 1900, with 1085 horses 
in charge of a Colonial Veterinary Surgeon, there 
being no conducting officer. The vessel arrived at 
Durban on 14th July, after a very bad passage 
(Q. 6030), and, instead of disembarking her weary 

* The italics are ours 
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horses at once, she was kept outside the harbour 
for six days in a gale ( Q . 6025), during which time 
she could never have ceased rolling. The Agents 
at Durban apprised the War Office by cable of the 
unfair strain to which these wretched animals were 
needlessly exposed ( Q . 5538), and under cable in¬ 
structions from the War Office (Q. 5540), she was 
brought in and her horses unloaded. Such are the 
facts of the case. 

When the Assistant Inspector of Remounts 
boarded the vessel in Durban Harbour, he found, 
according to his report ( Q . 2900), that 140 animals 
had died out of 1005 embarked, and that many 
were so debilitated that some 20 had to be de¬ 
stroyed on board. The balance was stated to be in 
such “a shocking state of debility” that they would 
be unfit for duty for many weeks. Later (Q. 2902), 
the same witness placed the period of inefficiency 
at six months, but he apparently had no notes to 
guide him, and even with notes, his evidence on 
other matters was remarkable for inaccuracies; for 
instance,—1085 horses embarked, and not 1005, as 
stated by him, while the deaths were 104, and 
not 140. * 

The Remount Officer in Australia was communi¬ 
cated with, and his opinion was that the Transport 
“Veterinary Surgeon turned out very badly” 
(Q. 7555), but no reason for this opinion was given. 
When the Assistant Inspector of Remounts, Natal, 
was pressed ((?. 2905) as to the condition of the 
horses being the result of the effects of the voyage 
rather than of neglect, his reply was, “ that I cannot 

tell.they told me they had had a very bad 

voyage.” 

The Quartermaster-General and Remount Author¬ 
ities at the War Office, 7000 miles away, were, 
however, satisfied that the rough weather and 
“ other causes ” accounted for the condition of the 
horses landed. The “ other causes ” are not speci¬ 
fied, but, clearly, they indicate the detention of this 
vessel, anchored in the open sea for a week during 
a gale and ceaselessly rolling. The only wonder is 
that she did not lose more than 9.8% of her horses. 
The fittings did not give way, and the deaths were 
caused by “absolute exhaustion ” (Q. 6035). | 

The Court of Enquiry does not refer to this case, 
which reflects so gravely on the Naval and Military 
Authorities at Durban. In common fairness, the 
charge made against the Veterinary Surgeon in 
y.7555 should either have been substantiated or 
withdrawn. We regret to notice a willingness to find 
especial fault with the few ships which came over 
with Veterinary Surgeons said to be acting as conduct¬ 
ing officers. For example,—the Assistant Inspector 
of Remounts, Natal, in Q. 2828, in speaking of some 
ships arriving without either a conducting officer 
or Veterinary Surgeon on board, stated that even if 
there was one of the latter, “ he was probably a 
man not worth anything,” and we have met with 

f For other inaccuracies in this witness’s evidence, see 
C. of E, Rem., Q. 2829 and 3559 ; 2S30 and 3519 ; 2818 and 
3488 ; 2904 and 6035 ; 3619, 3622, 3647, 3653, 3656, 3659, 
plso p 293, “Evidence Volume ” 


this elsewhere, notably in Q. 6044. The Assistant 
Inspector of Remounts, S.A., in his report on the 
relative advantages of sending Remounts by “ troop 
transport ” or “ freight transport,” referred to the 
“ gross neglect and inefficiency,” in some instances, 
of the Civil Veterinary Surgeons and others in 
charge of animals from North America and Aus¬ 
tralia. ° By the term “ others,” it is assumed 
conducting officers are intended. This ought, we 
think, to have been made clear, and not only the 
Transport Veterinary Service indicted. That there 
were conducting officers who failed is stated in the 
evidence of the Inspector General of Remounts, f 
He further added, he had recommended their ser¬ 
vices to be dispensed with, and that in some cases 
higher authority had deprived them of their medals 
and gratuity. 

In the face of this evidence it is difficult to 
understand how the C. of E. Rem. could state that 
“ the only conducting officer J whose management 
was reported to be unsatisfactory was the officer 
in charge of the ‘ Cervona.’ ” This reproach is very 
mild as compared with the stigma applied to the 
Transport Veterinary Surgeons. 

LOSSES AT SEA. 

The total number of horses which embarked from 
all ports for South Africa during the war is given 
as 352,353, of which 13,144 died or were destroyed 
on the passage. 00 This loss represents 3.73 %, but 
these figures are vitiated in one respect, inasmuch 
as the losses at sea include, in some cases, the 
losses prior to embarkation. The total number of 
mules embarked was 105,491, of which 2816 died 
or were destroyed at sea, or a loss of 2.67%. These 
numbers also are not strictly correct, from the 
cause above named. Nevertheless, the table is im¬ 
portant as it covers the whole period of the war. 

There are several other tables. One is in Appen¬ 
dix 38a of the Royal Commission, which covers the 
entire period of the war, though it does not include 
the Yeomanry horses. There are several in the 
Evidence volume of the C. of E. Rem., pp. 210, 326, 
and some in Parliamentary Papers, Cd. 963, pp. 30- 
32, but these only cover a part of the war, or for 
broken periods, or from certain ports only, and are 
compiled from data which do not admit of com¬ 
parisons being made. There are also discrepancies 
among tables which should agree. We have 
thought it best for the present purpose to neglect 
all of these excepting Appendix 38a, and Parlia¬ 
mentary Paper Cd.963. The latter covers the 
period from the outbreak of war to 31st December, 
1901, or five months short of the full time. It is 
evident that all the tables are either incomplete for 
the full war period, or wanting in rigid exactitude, 
so that the results can only be taken as a close 
approximation to the truth. 

* Cd.963, p. 17. 

f C. of E. Rem., Q. 1824. 

\ The italics are ours. 

•* R C. Appendix No. 38, p. 258. 
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A more important matter than the mean loss at 
fcea, is that of the losses from each country. These, 
with the above qualification of being mixed up, in 
some cases, with the losses prior to embarkation, 
are given in the following table compiled from 
Appendix 38a. The mean given is that of the series 
of percentages in the table; this is rather higher 
than it would have been had the tables themselves 
afforded the needful data for re-calculation. 

Percentage of Loss on the Voyage. 

Oct., 1899, to June, 1902. 

Horses with Units 


and 

Remounts. 

Mules. 

United Kingdom 

6.04 

— 

Australasia 

3.83 

— 

Canada 

3.22 

— 

United States 

2.48 

2.00 

Austria 

1.62 

— 

Argentina 

.64 

— 

Spain 

— 

3.06 

Italy 

— 

.39 


The number of animals on which this information 
is based is:— 

Horses 307,400 Mules 103,760 

In the following table, extracted from Cd. 963, 
the percentage of loss at sea of Remount horses 
and mules from different countries is shown for the 
first two years of the war. It will be observed that 
this table does not include horses with troops. 

Percentage of Remount Horses and Mules 
Lost on Voyage, 1st Sept., 1899, to 31st Dec., 1901. 


United Kingdom 

Horses. 

6.34 

Mules. 

Canada 

4.05 

— 

United States 

3.21 

2.68 

Australia 

3.16 

— 

Austria 

2.07 

— 

India 

1.96 

.2 

Argentina 

.74 

— 

Spain 

— 

2.71 

Italy 

— 

.54 


The number of animals on which this table is 
based is:— 

Horses 206,063 Mules 91,769. 

[A good example of discrepancy in official tables 
is afforded by the' figures for mules from Italy 
and Spain, which, in both of the above tables, 
should have agreed. In the first table, 7003 mules 
are shown as purchased in Italy, and 15,231 in 
Spain. In the second table, 5102 mules appear 
as purchased in Italy, and 18,543 in Spain, the 
purchasing period in each table being identical. 
The first table is the more accurate.] 

It has been generally believed that a great deal 
of the loss at sea was due to the horses being car¬ 
ried from high and cold latitudes to hot southern 
latitudes, and that where no such seasonal differ¬ 
ences occurred the resulting loss was small, as, 
for example, in the case of the animals shipped 


from the Argentine. To investigate this point we 
shall group the above tables into countries north 
and south of the Equator. 

North of the Equator. 


Horses: * Death Rate. 


United Kingdom 

6.04 

6.34 

Canada 

3.22 

4.05 

United States 

2.48 

3.21 

Austria 

1.62 

207 

South of the 

Equator. 


Horses: 

Death Rate. 

Australasia 

3.83 

3.16 

Argentina 

.64 

.74 


The supposed advantage of a ship not having to 
cross the Equator is not borne out by this table. 
The losses from Australia may be taken as about 
equal to the losses from Canada; while those from 
the United States, and certainly those from the 
Mediterranean, are less than the Australasian rate. 
The small Argentine loss may be explained by 
the fact that the trade did not last long, and the 
large majority of the ships ran during the most 
favourable time of the year for a good passage.t 
Further, it was only a short journey. A long and 
tempestuous passage, such as is frequent in Aus¬ 
tralasian waters, or those of the United Kingdom, 
are the two chief enemies of horses at sea. 

The United Kingdom stands at the head of all 
countries in affording the highest loss on board 
ship; in this case the figures represent the actual 
loss at sea, for they are not vitiated by being bur¬ 
dened by the loss prior to embarkation. Nowhere, 
perhaps, w r as greater care shown in the selection 
and fitting of ships, or in inspection prior to em¬ 
barkation, yet the results were bad. Among groups 
for broken periods—which we have hitherto avoided 
referring to—the results are even worse than the 
mean table presents; for example: among 2300 
remount horses despatched in the winter months 
of 1899, the loss was 7.45%, and among 26,860 
remounts which embarked in 1901, the loss was as 
high as 7.95%. J In connection with this, two 
causes are very evident, i.e. t the character of the 
weather around our islands, and the unfortunate 
practice which prevailed of the same vessel touching 
at two or three ports in the Kingdom for her com¬ 
plement of horses before starting on her voyage. 
This was an important contributing cause. We 
shall quote authoritative evidence on this point. 
Mr. S. J. Graff, Assistant Director of Transports at 
the Admiralty, in his evidence before the C. of E. 
Rem., (>.6144, made the following statement:— 

“In the case of five ships which have carried horses, 
both from England and Fiume, under precisely similar 

• No males were purchased oversea Bouth of the Equator. 

f The route Buenos A} res to Cape Town is in the 
neighbourhood of the parallel of 40° S., which will take the 
ship in the region of permanent westerly winds with a 
moderate sea. The journey is regarded as a fine weather 
voyage, in which the wind and sea are astern. 

J See Cd. 908. 
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arrangements as to fittings, etc., it will be seen [from tables 
be banded in] that while the average loss from the 
United Kingdom was 9.23%, the losses in the same ships, 
when carrying horseB from Fiume, were .97%. The con¬ 
clusion seems to me inevitable that the fault does not lie 
with the ships, but must be sought in other causes, and 1 
venture to suggest that the practice of making every ship 
embark horses at three United Kingdom ports [London, 
Southampton and Queenstown], whereby the voyage is 
prolonged four days in its most trying part, must have 
something to do with the adverse results.” 

We entirely agree with the conclusions of the 
Assistant Director of Transports at the Admiralty, 
not only on account of the loss of time and ad¬ 
ditional had weather, but, chiefly, the air stagnation 
which occurs the moment a vessel ceases to move 
through the water. Every hour that a ship, with 
horses on board, is not on the move is a serious 
matter, as the ventilation is at a standstill. The 
influences of the time of year on embarkation in 
this country are shown by a table put in by 
Mr. Graff—“ B,” p. 210, C. of E. Bern., prepared 
for the year 1901. The horses embarked in the 
United Kingdom during the first quarter gave a 
death rate at sea of 8.77 %. During the Midsummer 
quarter the rate rose to 10.23%; during the Michael¬ 
mas quarter it was 7.22%, and the Christmas 
quarter 8.98 %. It is true that an equal number of 
animals were not embarked each quarter, but for 
the first three quarters they were near enough for 
comparison. The Midsummer quarter comes out 
the worst, so that the effect of snow, rain, or cold 
wind, at date of embarkation, is not evident. We 
must look to the delay in getting to sea as one of 
the chief, if not the chief, causes of the higher death 
rate among animals shipped from this country. 
It is equally apparent in those troop ships which, 
through not being ready before the horses arrived, 
had to complete their fittings after the animals 
were on board, during which time, from personal 
experience, we can vouch for sickness having broken 
out in the few hours which elapsed before the ship 
was able to leave port. 

The death-rate at sea was so alarming that greater 
inducements were offered to secure more efficient 
veterinary charge, by offering better remuneration ; 
not only was there to be a fixed fee for the voyage, 
but a sliding scale of bonus per head depending 
upon the number of animals landed in good 
condition . 0 

These improved terms did not become operative 
until September, 1901, but they led to, or were 
associated with, a marked diminution of loss in the 
North American passage, as may be seen in the 
following table:— 


* The terms were £50 for the voyage, with the usual 
first class passage back, and out-of-pocket expenst ; there 
was also detention allowances in Africa while waiting for a 
ship. The sliding scale of bonus was three shillings per 
head landed, for a voyage mortality under %; a two 
shilling bonus where the death rate was under 5 %; a 
shilling bonus with a loss less than 7 %; and no bonus if 
the loss was 7 % and over. 


New Orleans. 
Horses embarked. 

Percentage 

lost. 

Apr., 1900—Mar., 1901 

36,000 

467 

„ 1901 „ 1902 

62,400 

234' ; 

„ 1902—June, 1902 

10,000 

1*55 

New Orleans. 
Mules embarked. 

Percentage 

lost. 

Apr., 1900—Mar., 1901 

33,900 

2-99 

„ 1901 „ 1902 

25,400 

108 : 

„ 1902—June, 1902 

3,700 

•70 


There is no evidence of the effect of improved 
remuneration in the embarkation from the United 
Kingdom, excepting during the brief period April to 
June, 1902, as may be seen from the following 
table:— f 

United Kingdom. Percentage 


Horses embarked. 

lost. 

Apr., 1900 — Mar., 1901 

19,900 

5-52 

„ 1901 „ 1902 

32,000 

7-48 

„ 1902—June, 1902 

6,600 

3*60 


There can be no doubt that in all cases the whole 
of the animals proceeding on any given vessel 
should be embarked at one port and immediately 
sent to sea. 

The mean death rate of 2*67% for mules at sea 
is higher than one would have expected, for they 
are more placid and better sailors than the horse. 
The highest death-rate, furnished by the United 
States in 1899 (4*11 %), is now well known to have 
been due to overcrowding. The mules shipped 
from Spain in 1900 also did badly (3*34%); how far 
that was due to the alleged maltreatment they 
received before embarkation | and how much to over- 


* From a return on p. 319, C. of E. Rem., the improve¬ 
ment in the death rate dates from May, 1901, four months 
before the extra remuneration came into force, 

f It is not permissible to compare a three months’ period 
with a twelve months’, but we can compare it with the 
quarterly rate given in the Graff tables above, for the cor¬ 
responding period of the previous year, and the improve¬ 
ment is there very marked—3.6% as against 10.23%. 

1 The alleged neglect of the Spanish mules awaiting 
embarkation at Gibraltar was brought to the notice of the 
Remount Authorities in London, and the Remount Officers 
in Spain, by Mr. H. Sessions, F.R.C.V.S., who was sent to 
Gibraltar to mallein the mules before embarkation. Bis 
correspondence was produced before the Court of Enquiry, 
and we extract portions of it from the examination of one of 
the witnesses. All his letters were addressed to London, 
and the one in Q. 3370 also to the Remount Officer at 
Madrid. 

Q . 3196. “ I found when I came here [2nd April] a state 

of perfect chaos, the most elementary conditions of animal 
hygiene neglected, the animals waiting for the ships unable 
to lie down, their rations erratic and extraordinary, picking 
up bran mashes on wet days out of open air gutters. . . .” 

Q. 3320. 16th April. “ I have had all the mules lying 
do ^ thin week. They seemed very grateful for it, and 
took full advantage of the rest. Previously all mules 
through here have had to stand all the time. I have also 
got them fed three times a day instead of twice, and some 

rough mangers are being put up.The 38 that came 

in to-day were going to be tied up to ropes in the open and 
let feed off the ground. It is very wet and cold, and some 
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crowding and other causes, cannot in the absence 
of complete evidence be stated. Fortunately, how¬ 
ever, we are not left entirely ignorant, as two 
ships carrying mules from Spain are specially 
included in a return shown in Appendix C, p.329, 
C. of E. Rem. Each vessel lost over 18% of her 
animals, from influenza in one case, bad weather 
and the giving way of ship’s fittings in the other. 
Another ship was detained for three days in 
Gibraltar Bay “ under a roasting sun ” waiting for 
wholesome instead of “ filthy brackish ” water, and 
more forage as she had an insufficient supply on 
board for her animals. See C. of E. Rem., §.3272. 
It is not surprising to learn from the table on 
p.320, C. of E. Rem., that she lost 50 animals or 
5%. In the same table it will be seen that two 
other vessels from Spain lost 6 %, one 5 %, and two 
others 4 % of their animals, though unfortunately 
the causes are not stated. The Spanish mule is 
not a bad sailor. Three vessels which left Spain in 
1899 lost .14, .36 and 1.77 of its mules respectively, 
while a fourth, carrying 2249 mules, the largest 
number of animals on any one vessel during the 
war, reached Cape Town with a loss of .44 %. 


they had out were in a bad mess, so I protested and got 
them under cover.” 

Q. 3304. 18th April. ” I have been in a state of constant 
and friendly war with many officers, as I think the way the 
mules are treated is most inhuman and scandalous. After 
their long train journey, I found this morning that they 
were tied up so that they could not lie down, although with 
care they might all have had room to do so. There are 
another lot of mangers up, enough for a couple of hundred 
more mules. This will be better then their hunting in the 
mud for their barley.” [It was a two or three days’ 
journey by rail to Gibraltar, during which time the animals 
were neither watered nor fed.] 

0.3305. 19th April. “I have tried to get better 
arrangements made to meet the mules here [San Roque, 7 
or 8 miles from Gibraltar], and not to allow them to be left 
in the train for 12 or 24 hours after arrival.” 

0 . 3308. 27th April. “You will be glad to hear that the 
la 9 t lot of mules from Madrid were safely stabled by 
6 o’clock on Wednesday in very fair condition, instead of 
being left in the trucks until Thursday, and unfed and 
unwatered until the middle of the day.” 

Q. 3315, 3370. 1st May. “ I have very much worried 
Colonel-, and others." “ I got Colonel-on Satur¬ 

day, and the Governor on Monday, to come and see for 
themselves the lack of accommodation and muddle in which 
the mules are. Now orders are out for more room, more 
mangers, more attention, and I am trying to get all the 
animals a few days’ good food and rest before embarkation, 
and then to work some more into better Btables." 

Q. 3317. 6th May. “Only last week I found that for 
five days the mules had nothing but bran and straw, and as 
many were out in the open eating out of ‘ gutters,’ a good 
deal of the little nourishment they ought to get went down 

the drains. I brought Colonel-down to see it. I was 

told that the bran was given by orders from the War 
Office: but I hunted up the Regulation and found it had 
been misinterpreted.” . 

0.3318. 16th May. “Iam glad Colonel Maude came 
down here, as, about a week ago, I had written to Colonel 

-a rather strong letter, as 1 could not get him to finish 

some work he had promised to get done, and I had asked 
him to put it before the Governor. 1 think Colonel Maude 
thought I was ‘ right.’ ” 


It is only fair to say that the statements made 
in the correspondence quoted in the footnote were 
practically denied, and it is unfortunate that Mr. 
Sessions was not called as a witness by the Court. 

The Court, in paragraph 47 of their Report, deal 
with the care of Spanish mules in 1900 as follows:— 

“ Letters were produced showing that a civil 
veterinary surgeon who was sent from England to 
Gibraltar to test the mules for glanders, made 
adverse reports to Colonel - at Madrid regard¬ 

ing the want of accommodation and the inadequate 
arrangements at that place [Gibraltar], but that 
officer did not communicate these reports either to 
the Inspector-General of Remounts at the War 
Office or to the Chief Staff Officer at Gibraltar.” 

Nevertheless, the correspondence quoted above 

shows that, notwithstanding Col. - action, 

the Remount Authorities in London, and the 
Military Authorities at Gibraltar, were acquainted 
with the case, and that the Governor saw the mules, 
see Q. 3315, 3370. The Governor of Gibraltar at 
this time was subsequently the President of the 
Court of Enquiry Remounts, and had that portion 
of Mr. Sessions' statement which referred to the 
Governor’s visit been incorrect, he could hardly 
have refrained from so saying. 

The opinion of the Court is contained in para. 
170 of their Report: 

“ As to the arrangements made at Gibraltar for 
the accommodation of mules, the evidence is some¬ 
what conflicting, but although grounds for complaint 
probably did exist, especially when large numbers 
of mules had to be detained there for several days, 
the Court considers that such causes of complaint 
as were brought to the notice of the Authorities, 
were remedied as far as local conditions made it 
possible.” 

In connection with this opinion it is important to 
bear in mind that the complaints were made by a 
civil veterinary surgeon against the military author¬ 
ities, and that, but for him, nothing would have been 
heard of them. His notes were made at the time, 
and there is a realism about them only too familiar 
to those who have seen the care given to animals 
on service. Though in para. 160 the Court states 

Colonel-did not communicate the Veterinary 

Surgeon’s reports to the Authorities at Gibraltar, 
they admit in para. 170 that complaints were 
brought to the notice of the Gibraltar staff, and 
were as far as possible remedied. Mr. Sessions 
could have been called as a witness if the evidence 
had seriously been regarded as conflicting. 

Mr. Sessions could hardly know that his procedure 
in writing to London, to the people who employed 
him, was irregular from a military point of view, 
and that all complaints should have been made in 
writing to the Authorities in Gibraltar, but this 
technical fault was due to his ignorance of official 
routine, and ought not in our opinion to have 
carried any weight in the interests of a public 
inquiry. 

The Gibraltar episode is instructive; it furnishes 
us with an example of a Civil Veterinary Surgeon 
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endeavouring, without a knowledge of Army routine, 
to bring the neglect of animals to the notice of the 
Authorities. Pie had no status or position ; he was 
sent to Gibraltar to mallein mules, and not to find 
fault with the conditions under which they were 
living prior to embarkation. The mouthpiece for such 
official representation was at Madrid, 400 miles away, 
and via Madrid it must come to the local authorities 
at the Fortress, if it is to be regarded as official. Mr. 
Sessions, with no knowledge of official circumlocu¬ 
tion, attempted on the grounds of humanity and 
efficiency, to improve the condition under which the 
mules collecting at Gibraltar were living. In the 
first instance he wrote to the War Office, to the 
people who sent him out. He begins his letter, 
which is published in full in C. of E. Rem., Q.3041, 
by saying that he “ took the liberty ” of preventing 
a glandered mule being embarked, and that it was 
due to the courtesy of the embarking officer that his 
wishes in this respect were observed. He states 
tliat lie had no locus standi or authority to act, and 
desired that instructions should be sent to Gibraltar 
to have him recognised in the matter of the well¬ 
being and care of the mules. He even asked the 
War Office for authority to spend the needful 
money in getting the animals shod. He begs that 
he may be informed whether “the officer with the 
boat" [Military Conducting Officer?] is the final 
authority as to whether certain mules should be 
accepted or rejected at embarkation, for as matters 
stand, he says, he has no position and cannot speak 
with authority. 

In one of his last letters from Gibraltar, where 
be was being relieved by another civil veterinary 
surgeon, he asks the War Office that the powers 
delegated to him [to do the best he could for the 
mules, to requistion whatever was wanted, and to 
pay for anything needful] should be transferred to 
his successor, and concludes by saying that unless 
the latter receives strong support, “official routine 
will prevent his doing much for the mules, and they 
badly require daily attention.” 

His powers were transferred to his successor, 
which is evidence, if any were required, that his 
representations were necessary. He increased effi¬ 
ciency, he saved unnecessary suffering, ho took the 
initiative, ho “worried” the local authorities until 
attention had to be paid to the representations of a 
man who was not in accredited veterinary charge, 
but, nevertheless, not one word of commendation 
escapes the Court of Enquiry Remounts for the 
measures he adopted, or for the initiative he showed.* 
This is the more to be regretted when one remem¬ 
bers the severity of their judgment in the case of 
those foreign Transport Veterinary Surgeons whose 
chief cause of failure, as we have seen, was due to 
want of initiative and adherence to a bad svstem. 
We have little doubt that had Mr. Sessions, in the 
same way as the foreign Veterinarians on the Trans- 

• The Court commended or spoke favourably of indi¬ 
viduals in the following paragraphs of their Report:—59 
95, 130, 155, 161, 164, 219, 237, 238, 240, so there was a 
precedent. 


ports, accepted matters as he found them, he would 
have received the blame for the condition of the 
mules at Gibraltar, and the subsequent losses. 

Mr. Sessions is unfortunately dead, but his cor¬ 
respondence, published in the Court of Enquiry 
Remounts, shows the remarkable efforts he made 
to bring his professional knowledge to hear in the 
interests of the public. We consider that these 
services should have received the recognition of the 
Court in their subsequent report, in which, it is 
observed, he is not even referred to by name. 

In the Court of Enquiry Remounts is a table 
(Appendix C, p. 329), showing the ships with horses 
and mules where a death rate exceeding 10% 
occurred; the table is up to 31st December, 1901. 

Four vessels were wrecked or stranded, in two 
cases losing nearly the whole of the horses. Six 
vessels sustained heavy loss through bad weather, 
in three instances the fittings giving way. On 
eleven vessels the excessive mortality was due to 
disease: influenza, pneumonia, strangles, mange 
and glanders; on four vessels the mortality was due 
to defective ventilation, heat apoplexy and suffoca¬ 
tion ; one ship alone losing 24% of her horses from 
this cause. In several instances the cause of the 
loss is not given. It will be borne in mind that the 
above list is only for vessels with over 10% loss; 
this excludes many where the mortality was never¬ 
theless considerable. 

Respecting bad weather and defective fittings, 
the typical case is the “Rapidan,” which left Liver¬ 
pool with troops and horses in the early days of the 
war. The Veterinary Officer (Captain Blenkinsop) 
complained about the flimsy nature of part of the 
fittings before the vessel sailed, but the Naval 
Authorities decided she must proceed. * It is doubt¬ 
ful whether they attached any importance to the 
objections which, fortunately, were given in writing. 

The “ Rapidan ” left Liverpool on 1st November, 
1899, with 484 horses on board. Heavy weather 
was encountered on the 3rd, and at the same time 
a fire broke out in the engine room. The engines 
had to be slowed down and the vessel lay rolling in 
the trough of the sea. The horses could not obtain a 
proper foothold, for the battens were too far apart, 
further, the whole of the concrete surface of the 
deck was not covered by a wooden floor, and on this 
the feet could get no grip. The horses slipped up 
or fell, either forcing the parting bars out of the 
weak slot in which they were placed, (see pp, 253, 
254), or lifting them out of the groove in their 
efforts to regain their feet. The parting bars now 
lay as loose planks under the horses’ feet and be¬ 
tween their legs, the floor battens, already imper¬ 
fect. were rendered useless, and with every roll the 
animals either fell or were shot forward against 
the breast bar. [Some were subsequently found 
wedged between the stanchions, which bad to be 
sawn away to liberate them]. The strain on the 

m The parts to which the greatest exception was taken, 
were the nailed on weak fillets which formed the slots into 
which the parting boards dropped. 
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V Branding Oxen 


V!. Dipping Bath for the Treatment of Mange. 

The animals walk along a narrow passage in 
which they cannot possibly turn ; the pressure from 
behind keeps all in front on the move. There is a 
sudden drop of six feet just in front of where the 
leading animal is putting down the off fore, and 
the next step will find him over his head in the 
water. There are several yards to be covered by 
swimming before the landing place is reached. 


IV. Pack Transport Crossing Spruit. 

This photograph is a good object lesson. Note 
the massive chest on the nearest mule ; there is no 
such pattern in the service, it has evidently been 
removed from a Boer farm, and when empty is 
almost a mule load in itself. The rear pack-mule 
is carrying a service load on the off and an un¬ 
authorised load on the near side. The weight of the 
latter has pulled the saddle over against the 
withers. The whole load has also worked back, and 
the near side chest must be wearing a hole in the 
hip These are points which would be at once 
noticed by a good transport officer. 

Photo by Mr F. ft. Gresham. 
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II. Stuck in a Drift. 

An example of a moderate road and 
a heavy load Double spans of oxen are 
in use* 


III. Mule Transport climbing the 
bank of a Spruit. 

An attempt has been made to improve 
the road, and the mules may just be 
seen on the other side of the working 
party. 

Taken by Mr. F. P- Grr^hjm. 


PLATE III. 
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stanchions was now so great that they “ started,” 
and the remaining parting bars then fell out. The 
projecting French nails used for the fillets produced 
severe injury. Some horses were kicked to death 
by their neighbours, others had their necks broken 
by the halter, or were suffocated by the nose-band 
pressing on the nostrils as they lay suspended by 
the head ropes, or had their lives battered out of 
them. It was impossible to render much assist¬ 
ance; most of the men were sick, while the nails in 
the boots of those who could get about, gave no 
grip on the iron-sheathed decks. 

As the result of this disaster 166 horses were 
killed outright or had to be destroyed, over 34 %, 
and the ship, being once more got under steam, put 
back to Liverpool with her terribly battered animals. 
There were wounds on the survivors extending from 
shoulder to knee, and from hip to foot, and 109 of 
the worst injured were there put ashore. 

The fittings were now strengthened; the slots for 
the parting bars were made deeper, screws being 
employed for the fillets instead of nails; the deck 
under the horses’ feet was covered, and a central 
batten added. On the second voyage they again 
had bad weather, but no further mishap. 

The “ Rapidan ” was frequently referred to in the 
C. of E. Rem., and the evidence of the Naval expert 
( Q , 5401) was to the effect that during the gale a 
fire broke out in the engine room, and the engines 
were stopped; the ship not being under control 
opened out in the trough of the sea, and, as a result, 
the parting boards of something like 100 horses 
dropped out, the uprights and everything else re¬ 
maining. We can offer no expert opinion on the 
ability of a ship to increase its width without 
the external plates opening out and the vessel 
going to the bottom; but it is certain that in the 
case of the “ Rapidan ” her parting boards fell out 
from the causes we have named.* It was an acci¬ 
dent that never ought to have happened, and had 
the veterinary objections been given attention to 
by the Admiralty Officials, there seems no reason 
why the fittings in a vessel lying in the trough 
of the sea should give way. The work of fitting 
was done in a hurry, and the ship was not com¬ 
pleted even at the time the horses were filing on 
board; workmen were still on the vessel when she 
dropped down the Mersey. 

Too much is left to the discretion of Naval 
Officers, t excellent men, but necessarily without 

* Since the above was written, I have been able to obtain 
expert opinion on the question of the sides of a vessel open¬ 
ing out, and it is to the effect that it is neither possible nor 
imaginable without destruction of the ship. There is con¬ 
siderable longitudinal strain, which leads to perceptible 
movement, but any lateral opening could only be due 
to elastic strain m the beams, and the want of perfection 
in rivetted joints ; it would be less than the eighth of an inch. 
This ship would have had to open three inches laterally 
to allow the parting boards on both sides to drop out. 

In December, 1902, when the Expedition was being 
sent to Somaliland, the diet scale for animals shipped at. 
Cepe Town was framed as follows by the Naval Transport 


much experience of horses, and none of the violence 
and strength exhibited by animals in a state of 
panic. There should always be an experienced 
Veterinary Officer at the port of embarkation as 
part of the Transport Staff.* An equally important 
matter in horse ships is proper ballasting. The 
“ Rapidan,” and many others, were light and stood 
far too high out of the water, so that in a cross sea 
they rolled badly. 

In the matter of outbreaks of disease, it is evident 
that the most rigid inspection before embarkation 
will not detect a case of strangles in its incubative 
period, nor can the subject of. pneumonia be antici¬ 
pated. Among remount horses influenza, strangles 
and pneumonia w T ere the most common causes of 
illness, and with mature horses a disease simulating 
influenza, together with pneumonia, were the chief 
causes of loss. 

In the following table the cause of death occurring 
among many thousands of animals shipped is given 
separately for the United Kingdom and the United 
States:— 


United Kingdom. United States. 

Deaths 2028.f Deaths 1245. 


Pneumonia 

Per cent, 
to total deaths. 
60 % 

Per cent, 
to total deaths. 
60% 

Strangles 

5 

5 

Gastro-Enteritis 

3.2 

7 

Influenza 

2.9 

4.5 

Apoplexy 

2.5 

7 

Purpura 

1.7 

8 

Septicaemia 

1.2 

? 

Glanders and Farcy .29 

5 

Various 

25.00 

? 


It is curious to observe that from both countries, 
among the fatal cases, the deaths from pneumonia 
and strangles were identical. Pneumonia furnished 
by far the largest percentage of deaths. 

Ship pneumonia is, as we have seen, the most 
common cause of death, and its study ought to he 
taken up. It does not differ materially from the 
same affection seen ashore, excepting its extreme 
rapidity and fatal character. In all cases examined 
post mortem by the writer the lungs were found in 

Authority, no reference being made to the Veterinary 
Service:— 

Each horse daily 1 to 2 pints of vinegar, 
i to 1 lb. of salt 1 
4 to 1 lb. of nitre ! 

4 lbs. of oats, 

5$ lbs. of linseed. 

In Decemoer, 1902, the Naval Transport Department 
had been shipping horses continuously for three years! 

• A ship was passed by the Admiralty Transport Officer 
at Liverpool for 740 horses which could only carry 700. He 
had included the hatchways as deck space, so that the 
horses below would have been hermetically sealed. Forty- 
three horses subsequently died on this ship from pneu¬ 
monia. C. of E. Item., Q. 6127. 

f These deaths occurred among 30,900 horses. The 
numbers furnishing the deaths in the United States table 
are unknown, but probably 50.Q0Q, a <d include both horses 
and mules, 
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a necrotic condition. Some horses are attacked a 
few hours after starting, but, as a rule, each day 
produces its crop of fresh infections. On board a 
ship is a good place to study the question of conta¬ 
giousness, but in our opinion it was not evident. It 
seems impossible to escape from the conclusion that 
foul and stagnant air are the exciting causes. 

Overcrowding is best illustrated by a ship, the 
“Manchester City” (see footnote, p.253) which 
left New Orleans in November, 1899, with 2090 
mules on board. It took three days to load the 
ship. Abnormally hot weather was met with in 
the Caribbean Sea; there was a stay at St. Lucia 
of 47 hours during intense heat and no air move¬ 
ment ; after the ship had been 35 or 36 days at sea 
it arrived in South Africa, 187 mules having died. 
The spare places in this vessel were taken up with 
hay and fodder; the ship’s ventilation was also 
obstructed by forage, and the animals closely 
packed.* The weather was unusually hot, a 
temperature as high as 115° being registered 
between decks, and it rarely fell below 100° to 98° 
while passing through the hot belt. On 6th day 
after leaving eleven animals died, up to this time 
the deaths had been four or five a day. There were 
eleven deaths the next day; on the 8th day out the 
vessel had to lay-to for repairs, and eighteen animals 
died. She anchored at St. Lucia for 48 hours, and 
in those few hours 51 mules died. The day after 
leaving St. Lucia she lost 23, and from that time 
onward the mortality decreased as the weather 
became cooler, and the cubic space resulting from 
deaths and consumption of forage increased. The 
atmosphere below in which these animals lived was 
so foul, that the men employed looking after them 
would not work more than half-an-hour before 
coming on deck for air. The absolute blackness, 
excepting for a few electric lights, intensified the 
evil. At St. Lucia there was neither air nor water 
movement, so that even the dead animals thrown 
overboard had to be towed away. This created 
considerable delay in disposing of the dead still on 
the ship, which, in such a temperature rapidly 
became putrid, even their hoofs came off before 
they could be thrown overboard ! Such a condition 
assists in realising the state of the atmosphere 
between decks. This vessel was a veritable “ Black 
Hole,' 1 her losses were 7.96%. Another mule ship 
sailing from the same port a few days later than 
the “ Manchester City ”—the “ Anselmade Larrin- 
aga”—was also overcrowded, and lost 10.57% of 
her mules from pneumonia, suffocation, or heat 
apoplexy. 

Bad weather, exclusive of pneumonia or the 
fittings giving way, may kill horses from exhaustion. 
It must be remembered that during the time the 
vessel is rolling the animals get neither rest nor 

• A Clause in the Agreement was that the shipowners 
had the right to carry these animals as their own property 
irrespective of any regulations. They had fitted it up to 
carry 2H49 animals, the Admiralty understood it could 
carry 2500, but only 2090 were permitted by the Remount 
Officer to embark. 


sleep. A vessel rarely pitches to the same degree 
that she rolls, and, moreover, the movement is 
slower excepting at the ends of the vessel. It is 
the rolling which works the evil, and to estimate 
what it means in the way of muscular and nervous 
strain it is only necessary to stand in the alley-way 
at the end of the horse deck and watch the pen¬ 
dulum-like movement of the body. As the ship 
rolls fifty heads looking towards the roll disappear 
at the same second of time, whilst the heads of the 
fifty neighbours opposite, who are looking away 
from the roll, appear with the same suddenness 
and precision. The roll in the opposite direction 
reverses the movement. The feet are the fixed 
points on which this swaying to and fro occurs. 
It is not difficult to understand the mortality which 
took place on the “ Monterey ” and “ Bippingham 
Grange,” (pp. 258, 259), which were kept for two 
and six days respectively, rolling outside Durban 
Harbour, after a long sea voyage. 

The cerebral cases, or so called “ ship-staggers,” 
are most puzzling. Some happen in bad weather, 
but they may also occur in harbour, when a high 
external temperature is associated with absence of 
air movement. Our knowledge of these cases is 
very imperfect. Some are, no doubt, reflex, es¬ 
pecially those occurring in bad weather, and are 
due to inability to vomit; others are apoplectic in 
nature. In any case, a cold douche and fresh air 
work wonders. 

A properly fitted dispensary and a centrally situ¬ 
ated hospital are matters of great moment when 
much sickness prevails. The hospital should be 
isolated, placed midships, and on the main, or even 
upper deck. It must be accessible from all parts 
of the ship. A rule should be made to treat only 
the simplest cases in quarters. Horses can only 
be conveniently moved from one point of the ship 
to another when good large hatchways exist. A 
small hatchway means a very steep “ brow,” up 
which a sick case may be too feeble to climb. 

It is easier to formulate improved regulations for 
long sea voyages than to have them given effect to. 
More air space is required, that means fewer ani¬ 
mals should be carried. We sacrifice safety to 
numbers. It is no use carrying 600 animals if 50 
are to die on the voyage; far better carry 550, and 
devote the space gained to improving the accom¬ 
modation and comfort of the others. The air be¬ 
tween decks must, by means of fans, be kept in a 
state of movement from the moment the horses 
enter the vessel until they leave it. The intro¬ 
duction of fresh air by windsails must not be wholly 
depended upon for air movement. A wide alley- 
way, along which exercise can be readily carried out , 
is absolutely essential; good fittings,"more liberal 
feeding, absolute cleanliness of horse decks, and a 
proper system of drainage for the decks below 
water level, are all indicated. 

Fifteen per cent, of the horses should be allowed 
to lie down daily ; what this would mean in a long 
voyage is incalculable. The regulation allowance 
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of spare stalls is five per cent., but it does not con¬ 
template these being turned into two boxes and 
bedded down with matting; nevertheless, in a 
month’s voyage 60% of the animals would in this 
way have secured one day’s rest. Eight stalls for 
every seven animals would give each horse a rest 
once a week, and if that extra stall costs £15 it is 
well worth the money. 

Prejudice dies hard. The old idea was that the 
hind shoes should be removed from horses before 
going aboard; the Veterinary Service before the 
war pointed out the disastrous results of such 
practice, and generally speaking its advice was 
followed. * The opposite course was pursued with 
the usual results ; the feet were broken away, and 
the animals useless on landing until the feet had 
grown sufficiently to carry nails. Horses, how¬ 
ever, should not be embarked wearing shoes with 
calkings. Regular attention to the feet on board is 
a matter of supreme importance. A large number 
of horses cannot be embarked fully shod up; there 
must be many that require attention, and a daily 
proportion should come under the hands of the 
farrier for this purpose. The cold fitting of new 
shoes is not a simple matter, unless they be of the 
smallest sizes; in the majority of cases a “ remove ” 
suffices. Tools, nails and shoes of suitable sizes 
should be stored on board where they can easily be 
got at, and not put at the bottom of the vessel. 

Mats may be employed for kickers, and there are 
none to equal the ordinary household article which 
can readily be suspended at the proper height. 

Owing to the close proximity of horses on board 
ship, contageous and infectious diseases spread with 
great rapidity. Veterinary inspection at the time 
of embarkation cannot be too thorough, and all 
doubtful cases should be ruthlessly rejected. 

The use of disinfectants on board ship is minim¬ 
ized by daily cleanliness; all those containing lime 
are objectionable owing to their action on the horn 
of the foot. One of the chief proprietary solutions 
served out during the war was found to be decom¬ 
posed by sea water on dilution, and in consequence 
worthless. 

The use of drugs on board should be prohibited, 
excepting under veterinary supervision. They are 
never needed on the wholesale lines that the laity 
wish for. Vinegar is worthless, nitre unnecessary, 
sulphate of magnesia useful under veterinary 
control. Nothing can take the place of sound 
management, the keynote of which is the inspection 
of every horse by the responsible authorities not 
less than three times a day, which includes an 
early morning and night visit. 

The landing of horses on the almost unbroken 
coast-line of South Africa was a difficult problem. 
Cape Town possessed a harbour with limited aecom- 

* Nevertheless, the Assistant Inspector of Remounts S. A. 
states in his official report:—“ Shoes should be taken off 
before embarkation: feet take less harm from expansion 

without shoes.it would be far better to ship all 

animals unshod, and obviate possible injury on shipboard 
and in landing. 0 Parliamentary Paper, Cd. 963, p. 17. 


modation; Port Elizabeth and East London were 
practically open roadsteads, and Durban, a port 
with a difficult bar. At Port Elizabeth the horses 
had to be slung over the side into lighters below, 
and tugged ashore. Remarkably little injury oc¬ 
curred as the result of these rough operations, once 
the system of employing canvas instead of rope 
slings was introduced, and the tying up of horses on 
the lighter adopted; prior to this they were loose, 
and naturally damaged each other. 

Horses, after being a month at sea, land with big 
legs, tender feet, tired and weary. Their first es¬ 
sential is a rest, and their next, walking exercise. 
During the war, especially the earlier months, they 
usually hobbled direct from the boat to the train, 
and the inconvenience and suffering of a long land 
journey were added to those already experienced. 

RAILWAY TRANSPORT. 

The railways of South Africa are narrow gauge, 
3 ft. 6 in., and single lines. The number of cattle 
trucks available was quite insufficient for the trans¬ 
port of the troops, and was supplemented by the 
ordinary open goods and coal trucks whose low 
freeboard was raised by a railing. The trucks in 
the Cape are short, but those in Natal are long and 
of iron, especially the coal trucks, which, in that 
colony, were almost exclusively used as horse 
trucks. In no pattern of truck did facilities exist 
for watering and feeding during the journey; with 
the covered-in cattle trucks it was impossible to do 
anything without taking the animals out; this was 
out of the question where speed was everything, 
and a single line congested. We are now mainly 
referring to the long journeys undertaken by troops 
just landed at the beginning of the campaign, who 
were being rushed up to the front as fast as trains 
could be obtained ; it also applies to the train loads 
of Remounts being sent up at this time to replace 
casualties. In fact, it may be said that until about 
April, 1900, no system could be established for 
properly feeding and watering on route. 

The animals were placed across the truck and 
tied with their heads to the side. The narrow 
trucks were too small for big horses, which were 
badly rubbed on the tail and quarters: on curves 
the animals lost their foot hold, and on inclines, 
especially those on the Natal railway, the mass in 
the long trucks gravitated towards the end and exer¬ 
cised extraordinary pressure on the lowest horses.* 
Iron shoes on iron floors give no foot hold, and the 
sand used on the floors gravitated with the horses 
and played over the iron surface. The injuries 
occurring between Durban and Mooi River during 
the concentration on Colenso numbered hundreds, 
and many were fatal. They were not so numerous 
in Cape Colony, for the table land is fairly level, but, 
nevertheless, they represented a considerable degree 
of inefficiency. No tying up could enable horses to 
maintain their position; even if the head ropes held, 

* See p. 87 for a fuller account. 
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tile animals frequently fell, and, once down, could not 
rise. The Cape Government Railway never tie 
horses up in their trucks, and after a time we fol¬ 
lowed local practice with far better results. The 
animals now arranged themselves as far as possible 
parallel to the line of rail instead of across it, and 
were thus in a far sounder position to resist sharp 
curves and shocks in shunting. 

It was urged by one witness examined before the 
Royal Commission (Q. 13073), that the trucks used 
in South Africa should have been arranged on the 
principle employed for animal transport in India, 
i.e., the horses placed parallel to the rails in two 
rows facing inwards, a bar across each batch, to 
which the heads are secured, and between the rows 
of heads a space for attendants and forage. By such 
a system horses can be watered and fed for days 
without detraining, and men are at hand to render 
assistance if any animal is in difficulties. This 
method leads to some loss of stowage-room, but 
that is more than compensated for by the better 
condition in which the animals travel, and attention 
to their requirements. Towards the end of the war 
some trucks were arranged on this system. It is 
impossible to over-rate the advantage such a method 
would have proved during the campaign in the 
alleviation of animal suffering. Day after day, in 
the early part of the war, troop and remount trains 
travelled with no chance of watering and feeding 
effectively. The truck with a roof and a jumble of 
frightened animals defeated all attempts at watering 
and feeding from outside, and to go inside with 
a bucket was impracticable. The roofless truck 
offered some advantage in this respect, for men 
could clamber along the woodwork frame, imper¬ 
fectly water a few, and put nose bags on those they 
could reach* (see Plate iii., Fig. 1). But watering 
by pails is slow and wasteful, and water was a valu¬ 
able commodity that could only be obtained at long 
intervals, and in small quantities. With these 
trucks no other system was possible than that of 
detraining the whole of the animals and feeding 
them on the platform, a process out of all considera¬ 
tion with several trains on a single line, each 
waiting on the other, and urgency a matter of vital 
importance. 

It was not until the first pressure of work was 
relaxed, with the advance from Bloemfontein, that 
it was possible to adopt some regular system with 
remount trains. Experience had shown that a 
party of men should accompany every train to 
assist horses in difficulties, and stopping places 
about 12 hours apart were arranged where the 
whole train load could be disembarked, watered and 
fed, by parties stationed at these roadside depots. 

When the line through Natal became the main 
artery of Remount Supply a regular staging system 
was projected. The distance, Durban-Johannes- 

t Nose bags had to be left on until the next stopping place 
was reached; they were frequently lost, and if put on tightly 
to avoid this, the animal was partly asphyxiated through 
breathing foul, moist and heated air, for the canvas is 
impervious when wet. 


burg, of 420 miles was divided into four stages; at 
each the animals were to be detrained and rested 
for 24 hours. This excellent system, under military 
pressure, was more honoured in the breach than in 
the observance, for four days could not be spared 
for getting animals to Johannesburg. It was carried 
out wherever possible. The Natal line probably 
furnished more injuries than that of the Cape, owing 
to the hilly nature of the country, and the long iron 
trucks. Horses must have a batten foot hold in a 
truck, as in a stall on board ship. An iron floor is 
a hopeless standing. 

Projecting bolts were fruitful causes of injury, 
rough and careless shunting was a frequent source 
of accident, and steam whistles, sounding in close 
proximity to trucks, played their share in further 
upsetting frightened and nervous horses. 

Innumerable representations were made by the 
Veterinary Service of the many injuries occurring 
in the train, and the military authorities were no 
less keen on reducing this source of horse wastage. 
The Railway Companies probably did their best 
under very trying circumstances, but it fell far 
short of what was necessary. One witness before 
the Court of Enquiry Remounts, a senior officer 
with many months’ experience in the Remount 
Department, regarded the railway as one explana¬ 
tion of the great loss of horses ( Q . 3807). He said 
the horses were occasionally hung up for days, and 
were treated very much as if they were trucks of 
coal. Trucks were sometimes detached from the 
trains without those in charge being informed, and 
the animals left behind in a siding with no one to 
look after them. From personal knowledge, we 
have known water denied horses at a station, as the 
supply for the engines would have been seriously 
affected, or, at least, that was the view of the Civil 
Engineer in charge of the section of the line. Want 
of sufficient water and food, sometimes an entire 
absence of both for two or more days, with animals 
alternately under a blazing sun and cold pene¬ 
trating dew, rendered it no matter for surprise that 
trains arrived at their destination with the horses 
looking empty and worn, and trucks containing 
dead and dying. Especially was this so with re¬ 
mount trains conveying animals which had passed 
directly from ship to truck. 

Horses which fell in the truck were rarely able 
to rise without assistance, and many in this way 
were trampled to death, Particularly was this the 
case with the debilitated animals returning from the 
Front, who were found, from experience, to be 
bad travellers They had no strength left in their 
limbs to maintain a foot hold; with every sudden 
curve in the line and every shock in shunting they 
fell, and the dead were taken out sometimes by 
dozens, when the train arrived at its destination. 
Hundreds upon hundreds* of these horses were 
destroyed at their destination, or before reaching it, 
as being unable to proceed further. 

* It would be quite safe to say thousands, for we have 
known between two and three hundred destroyed from one 
large consignment. 
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During the course of this History we have seen 
how frequently the line of rail was used for stra¬ 
tegical purposes. In the De Wet raid of January, 
1901, in nine days, 89 troop trains were despatched 
from Bloemfontein to various parts of Cape Colony 
bordering on the Orange River, and while this was 
occurring 27 trains were bringing Bruce Hamilton 
from Winburg to Bloemfontein: No wonder that, 
under this pressure of work, animals got very little 
attention even when travelling with troops. Loaded 
up at night, starting at dawn, rushed through while 
daylight lasted and the line safe, left little time for 
care and attention. McKenzie-Rew * tells us how, 
in the subsequent chase of De Wet back into the Free 
State, ten horses of the Warwick Mounted Infantry 
were placed in a hermetically closed truck fappar¬ 
ently the type used for carrying explosives^ and 
when the door was subsequently opened they were 
all dead. The most ordinary care and intelligence 
would have saved the lives of these animals, at a 
time when every horse was required. 

The most extensive strategical move by rail was 
that carried out between the 5th September and 
11th October, 1901, when the troops were concen¬ 
trating to repel Botha’s invasion of Natal. No less 
than 32,836 animals were moved by rail. A derailed 
train caused the death of 25 horses and injured 30 
others, but this was the only accident on a large 
scale. On the other hand, there was a considerable 
amount of suffering and inefficiency in other ways, 
for mange spread in a remarkable manner, due, of 
course, to the close contact in trucks. 

When Bethune’s column was sent to Zuiuland in 
July, 1901, the trucks containing the horses and 
men became detached, and the horses were left 
entirely to themselves, and many of the animals 
died from want of attention, f 

The spread of disease through the agency of rail¬ 
way trucks was, doubtless, considerable. There 
was frequently no time nor appliances for cleaning 
them ; their thorough disinfection in time of peace 
leaves much to be desired, in war, the pressure is too 
great and continuous. Nevertheless, the matter was 
not overlooked ; the Railway authorities, both mili¬ 
tary and civil, did what was possible, and a marked 
improvement was evident in course of time. Ad¬ 
ministrative Veterinary Officers on the line had it 
as part of their duty to inspect trucks as oppor¬ 
tunity offered, and make the needful representations. 
Labour was always a difficulty, and rolling stock 
cannot be kept idle at a time when every truck is 
required, and the flow up and down the line has to 
he equally maintained. Thorough disinfection is 
skilled work, this is frequently forgotten. 


• “ Records of Roughriders," 1907. 
f C. of E. Rem., Q. 3813. 


TRANSPORT IN THE FIELD . 

It may be explained that the transport animals 
of an Army in the Field are invariably divided into 
three main groups. The First Line Transport is 
employed for ammunition and water carts, draught 
or pack mules for machine guns, and mules for 
technical equipment, such as signalling apparatus, 
Artillery, Engineer, Medical and Veterinary Stores. 
This transport is in the care of the regiments or 
units to which it is attached, and officers of the 
various branches concerned are responsible for its 
care and well being. With the mounted branches 
this offers no difficulty, but the bulk of an army is 
infantry, and the mules attached to each regiment 
or brigade are placed under the care of an officer 
who, probably, has never in his life had anything to 
do with animals. Under these circumstances the 
management is necessarily bad or defective. The 
strain on the first line of Transport is greater than 
on the others yet to be considered, as it has to keep 
up with the troops and accompany them in action. 

The Second Line Transport consists of animals 
which drag the baggage of the troops and carry 
two or three days’ supplies of food and forage. 
This transport is not under the management of 
regiments, but of specially trained transport officers 
of Army Service Corps Companies. It may consist 
of both mules and oxen. It follows behind the 
force, coming up with it towards the end of the 
day. Unlike the First Line, it does not leave the 
road or track, nor accompany the troops. 

The Supply Column consists of mules or oxen, 
generally the latter, dragging along one or two days’ 
supply of food for the whole Force. It marches be¬ 
held nd the Second Line Transport. It is fed by a 
Snpjdij Park, containing three days’ rations for men 
and animals’, * which works to and fro between the 
rear of the Army and the Advanced Base of 
Supplies. 

The details of the Supplies carried in these various 
organizations vary according to circumstances, and 
do not concern us as long as the general principles 
involved in the employment of transport animals in 
the Field is understood. For instance, the waggons 
of the Supply Column are daily getting lighter until 
refilled; similarly the work of animals with the 
Supply Park, on their return journey with the 
empty waggons, is a relief which has to be taken 
into consideration in judging of the extra marching 
they perform. The First Line Transport, on the 
other hand, is always kept at full working strain, 
and animals showing the effect of this may advan¬ 
tageously be placed under lighter conditions in the 
Second Line. Mechanical traction will, in the 
future, revolutionize transport arrangements in 
the Field, but can scarcely be taken into account 
during the war in South Africa, where it proved 
disappointing. 

* The number of days varies, depending on the opera¬ 
tions. It was seven in the advance from Bloemfontein, but 
is generally three. 
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The above is an outline of the organization in 
South Africa with a large Force; there were modifi¬ 
cations to meet the requirements of mobile columns. 

It may be mentioned that a team of mules consists 
of ten animals in a four-wheeled waggon, the load 
being 30001b., and six animals in a two-wheeled 
vehicle, the load being 1500 lb. 

MULE TRANSPORT. 

The value of the mule as a transport animal, his 
powers of endurance, his spirit and willingness, 
have been abundantly testified to in these pages; 
they won for this splendid animal the admiration 
of the army. The type of mule we refer to is the 
small one; the largo mule—which, like large horses, 
we insisted upon importing in the early days of the 
war,—was not a success; in fact, it may be stated 
as a general rule that the value of a mule for trans¬ 
port purposes is in inverse ratio to his height. I 
know of nothing in the way of an animal which, 
for real “ grit," approaches the small mule. 

The care of these animals left a great deal to be 
desired; tbo creation of an enormous Transport 
Service necessarily led to the employment of officers 
with no knowledge of the care and management of 
animals. ■' The few trained officers of Army Service 
Corps available for Transport Service were almost 
lost to view, and the management of mules in those 
Transport Companies where no Army Service Corps 
officer existed fell largely into the hands of civil 
conductors. The South African native is an excel¬ 
lent man with mules, but, like all of his class, 
requires constant supervision. His system of turn¬ 
ing mules out to graze was to tie three or four 
together, and let them roam ; the same system was 
followed when taken to water. It resulted in the 
strongest having his way, he moved on in grazing, 
dragging the others from the “bite" they had 
just found, or when he had finished watering he at 
once left the stream and the others bad to follow. 
It took months of work to control this iniquitous 
system, and even at the end of the war it constantly 
had to be looked for and guarded against. Tying 
four mules together for grazing is a time-saving 
process when they have to be driven back to their 
camp, for the mule is difficult to manage when he 
lias liis freedom ; but no such consideration should 
have been permit led to carry weight where the 
health and vigour of the animals were concerned 
Knee-haltering adopted while grazing was a fruitful 
source of injury, owing to the raw hide used as a 
rope cutting the limb when carelessly applied. 
Losses from drowning by watering mules tied to¬ 
gether in batches, or knee-haltered, were frequent, 
and the least reflection should have shown the 
danger of such a proceeding, f We have no hesita- 

• At the termination of ho^tiliho* there were 40 Com¬ 
panies of Armv Service Corps in the Field, with 300 Officers, 
three-fourths of whom were attached, that is to say, were 
not transport officers hy training, together with 1040 white, 
and 35.MH.J native civilians. 

f See also foot note p. 25. 


tion in saying that the South African method of tying 
these animals together for grazing and watering 
purposes, was the chief cause of their rapid deterior¬ 
ation in the early stages of the war in Cape Colony, 
for a mule thrives on grazing on which a horse will 
starve. 

The daily ration for mules was 5 lb. of mealies, 
or rather less than three-fourths of what they should 
have received. The ration should have been not 
less that 8 lb. daily. As a matter of fact we have 
repeatedly seen in these pages that they received 
no rations whatever during some military opera¬ 
tions, and frequently only on a considerably cur¬ 
tailed scale. Insufficient food may be taken as the 
chief cause of mortality among these animals, for, 
though the question of “condition" arises,as in the 
case of the horses, it is not so pressing in the 
matter of the transport animal, with no weight on 
its back, moving at a steady pace on a track. 

The expression “track " is intentionally employed: 
there are no roads across the veldt. The line fol¬ 
lowed depends on the season and the nature of the 
obstruction in front. The most severe part of the 
road is met with in the dry bed of a river or stream, 
with its heavy sand-approach and still heavier 
outlet. The fords have rocky bottoms, but are 
littered with obstacles in the form of rocks and 
boulders over which the wheels have to climb. In 
wet weather, or after rain, the difficulties are enor¬ 
mous. A great deal of suffering might have been 
averted at drifts and rivers had the principle of 
extra teams been employed as a regular routine, 
and not left until the single teams had become 
exhausted. The passage of a river with almost 
perpendicular banks means that these have to be 
prepared for transport, and the newly made track 
is yielding and heavy. Rivers and streams, wet or 
dry, were the cause of extraordinary strain on 
transport animals. In addition, in Natal, hills and 
mountains had to be climbed. In this respect, the 
earlier operations in Natal were far heavier than 
those in the Free State and Transvaal. The diffi¬ 
culties met with on the road have, from time to 
time, been described in the pages of this history. u 

It is astonishing how well mules maintain their 
condition, even under adverse circumstances, where 
they receive reasonable care and attention.! We 
have elsewhere drawn attention to the absolute im¬ 
portance of the supervising eye of the officer in all 
matters connected with the care and management 
of animals. The transport officer’s duties are never 
ending; he is required even more on the line of 
march than in bivouac. lie must see that the 
pace is properly regulated and animal energy 
conserved. A steady regular pace throughout, 
never exceeding four miles an hour with cavalry, 
and three miles an hour with mixed troops, is 
fast enough for any military operations. That it 

• See pp 32, 33, 75, 76. S6, 92, 95, 96, 100, 101, 102. 
103, 105, 153, 155, 157, 170. 

f In the Evidence taken by the Royal Commission on 
the War, General Rimington stated ( Q . 12,682), he had a 
team of mules which went through the whole War. 
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is the pace which kills is an axiom which should 
ever be before the watchful transport ollicer. 
Trotting with loaded waggons is unpardonable. 
If interval is lost on the road through delays be¬ 
hind, the column in front should halt while it is 
made good. Up and down his column the Trans¬ 
port Officer should move throughout the march ; in 
no other way can he check irregularities,f^such as 
men riding on the waggons, the abuse of the whip 
by drivers, the neglect of the brake going down 
hill, and its removal the moment the point is passed 
where it is no longer required, the ungreased wheel, 
so fruitful a source of exhaustion, the chafing of 
harness,—all these can be seen at a glance, and 
controlled. To ride at the head of the column looking 
straight to his front is the last duty of the officer 
in charge; he might, indeed, be just as well miles 
away. 

The fitness of transport mules depends entirely 
on the attention to details of this kind ; every com¬ 
mander should be as well acquainted with them as 
the transport officer. In that way, unreasonable 
calls on the transport would not be made, and the 
necessary consideration shown for rest, watering 
and feeding, on the basis of two hours in every four. 
Those military operations where time cannot be 
spared to rest and feed the transport are few in 
number; it is the sacrifice of animals unnecessarily 
made, by ignorance of requirements, which causes 
the preventable loss on a campaign..* Everyone 
knows that without transport an army is tied to the 
ground on which it stands. During the War there 
were several Commanders whose interest in trans¬ 
port was deep and lasting, and their marches have 
been duly recorded in this History. 

There is no animal which returns so much for so 
little attention as a mule; he has a marvellously 
economic digestive apparatus which converts the 
most unpromising looking material into bone and 
muscle, and it may be laid down as a rule, to which 
we know no exception, that if mules are in bad con¬ 
dition their management is defective, or unfair calls 
are being made upon their strength. 

The total loss of mules in the war, see p.226, 
was:— 

Oct., 1899 to Dec., 1900 29,113 

January to December, 1901 14,433 

January to May, 1902 7,853 

51,399 

Over 35% of the strength of mules was, as a 
mean, lost year by year, throughout the war. 

The diseases affecting mules do not differ from 
those attacking horses, and will be considered later. 

* The disgraceful overdriving of animals and overloading 
of vehicles formed the subject of several Army Orders, they 
have been reproduced at p. 144. Every endeavour was 
made by the Coinmander-in-Chief to inculcate humane 
treatment of animals and attention to their requirements. 
Even prizes were, as wo have seen, offered for competition 
among native drivers, though they had to be withdrawn 
subsequently. 


OA' TRANSPORT. 

The ox is the transport animal of South Africa, 
and its management and care are thoroughly under¬ 
stood by Transport Riders and natives genei ally. 
The Transport Rider, in the pre-railway days, was 
a person who undertook the general transport work 
ol the Colonies with cattle and waggons, either his 
own property, or generally hired. lie was, of 
course, a white man, and his object was to reach 
his destination with the least possible loss, and by 
the most direct possible route. Under his skilful 
management oxen were capable of rendering im¬ 
mense service. As a transport animal, where time is 
no object and roads are heavy, the ox has no equal. 
Obedient and willing, endowed with great philo¬ 
sophy, he hauls heavy waggons and immense loads 
over tracks from one end of a sub-continent to 
another. 

The utilization of the transport of the country in 
which military operations are occurring is a funda¬ 
mental principle, and it was known that the ox 
would he largely employed for all operations in 
South Africa. There is an immense difference be¬ 
tween transport work in peace and that in war, 
hut such differences do not lead to any change in 
the physiological conditions of the animal; these 
still remain immutable, and if they are neglected, 
either from military necessity or ignorance, the 
penalty is heavy. The difference between the man¬ 
agement of the ox and that of the horse is as great 
as anything can well be, and, with few exceptions, 
all the military officers at the beginning of the 
campaign who were responsible for the care and 
management of this animal were ignorant of the 
question. Their care naturally fell to the Transport 
Rider, or Conductor, as he was termed in military 
organization, and the natives in charge. 

No food whatever is carried for oxen ; they live 
on the country, and for this purpose require time 
for grazing; after grazing they need time for 
rumination. All experience shows that oxen work 
badly during the heat of the day, and under peace 
conditions this time is devoted to grazing and 
rumination. 

The best time for working oxen in draught is the 
early and latter part of the day, but it is obvious 
that, under military conditions, such a council of 
perfection may not be attainable. There is no time 
so bad for horses and men as in the dark, whereas 
oxen then do well. 

Complete ignorance of the care and management 
of oxen was responsible for neglect of the most 
obvious measures for their welfare. For instance, 
a Commander knows that his animals require rest 
and time for grazing, and he knows that under 
military conditions they cannot ho turned out to 
graze at night, Yet these matters appeared to 
carry very little weight with some, who were 
satisfied if they covered the allotted distance, 
apparently forgetting the penalty inflicted upon the 
oxen. There are periods in every march when a 
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general halt becomes necessary; there are delays at' 
bad points in the road, drift or river, where waggons 
can only cross singly and with great delay. Miles 
of transport may thus be held up. A considerate 
Commander takes every opportunity for relieving 
his oxen, which would otherwise stand for hours 
under the yoke ; nor does he deny them grazing if 
any can be obtained near to the track. In ordinary 
marches, “inspanning” should he delayed as long 
as possible, especially where there are miles of 
waggons, as several hours must elapse before the 
last sections are able to move off. The earlier sec¬ 
tions should be given a start of all other vehicles, 
owing to the slower pace of oxen, which, under the 
most favourable conditions, should never be greater 
than 2^ miles an hour. In wet weather oxen travel 
badly, and are liable to become loot-sore. Some 
consideration must be extended to them under these 
conditions, or the inevitable will occur. 

The various orders which were published by the 
Commander-in-Chief relative to the care of trans¬ 
port oxen have been quoted on p. 144. No effort 
was neglected by those in authority to inculcate 
the principles of humanity in their treatment. It 
was also pointed out that observance of the rules 
of marching and grazing should never be departed 
from excepting under real military necessity, 
nevertheless the mortality continued, and it became 
apparent that with oxen, as with horses, less care 
was taken of them in proportion to the ease with 
which casualties could be replaced. 0 

By attention to the principles of ox management, 
which are neither numerous nor difficult, and by 
following the skilled advice of those who all their 
lives have been mixed up with transport-cattle, a 
large proportion of the shocking loss of lifo which 
occurred in South Africa would have been prevented. 
It is the staff, as well as the rank and file of the 
Army, which requires educating in these matters.! 

A loaded ox-waggon with a span of 16 oxen, will 
convey 4,500 lb. of dead weight, on heavy, spring¬ 
less vehicles, over the most unpromising tracks at a 
steady rate of 2^ miles an hour—the moment the 
animals are hustled they become distressed. Four 
hours inspan should be a maximum at a time, fol¬ 
lowed by two hours rest and grazing; and eight 
hours work a day, which, with obstacles and diffi¬ 
culties, will probably amount to fifteen miles, is a 
fair days’ work. Few armies under ordinary con¬ 
ditions are expected to cover more ground than 
this. 

THE VETERINARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR 

TRANSPORT SUPPLY AND LOOT CATTLE. 

At the outbreak of war the transport oxen were 
engaged on the hired basis, the responsibilty for 
maintaining the numbers resting with the con¬ 
tractor. In his agreement were clauses giving 


• See, “ Revised Instruction for Transport Organization 
and Administration,” South Africa, Feb., 1902, para. 64. 

f See p. 51. 


compensation for certain diseases. These clauses 
in Natal and Cape Colony were not identical. 
Pleuro-pneumonia was compensated in Natal but 
not in the Cape. Bed-water was compensated in 
the Cape if a contractor’s animals were taken into 
a red-water district. Very early in the campaign 
the compensation clauses became a source of 
financial anxiety, and a veterinary officer was 
appointed Inspector of Oxen in the Cape (see p.47), 
part of whose work was to enquire into these 
claims and as far as possible check irregularities. 
Another part of his duties consisted in dealing with 
outbreaks of diseases; the appointment was made 
on the representations of Colonel Payment, Acting 
P.Y.O., whose experience of war was considerable, 
and who knew the trouble which lay ahead 
among transport animals, especially cattle. 0 Major 
Sharp, A.V.D., was subsequently appointed Veteri¬ 
nary Inspector of Transport Oxen, and remained 
with this Department to the end of the war. The 
pages of this History give no notion of the amount 
of good work which this officer carried out. 

The system of hired transport is a great conveni¬ 
ence for a short campaign, but ruinously expensive 
when operations are prolonged. In November, 
1900, it was decided that the Government should 
take over from the contractors the whole transport 
as it stood, and 30,600 oxen were purchased. The 
unit of organisation of the Ox transport was the 
Company, and each Company consisted of a variable 
number of sections, depending on requirements. A 
section consisted of 10 waggons, each with 16 oxen 
forming a span. There was a Conductor (civilian) 
to every section, and a head Conductor to every five 
sections. 

On the Lines of Communication the Head¬ 
quarters, really Depots, of Transport Companies 
were located; at these the various sections of trans¬ 
port were held for the efficient working of that 
portion of the line allotted to it. Spare animals 
were also kept on charge so that exchanges of 
weakly animals could be made with convoys and 
columns. The grazing of the resting animals at 
these depots and the early removal of debilitated 
working oxen from columns was an especial duty 
of the responsible officer at the Headquarters of 
Transport Companies. The above organisation 
took some time to establish, and was the outcome 
of experience as the campaign settled down more 
and more into that of a Guerilla War. During the 
largo operations such as have been dealt with in 
1899-1900 no such systematic arrangements 
existed, nor were they practicable until the army 
was in possession of the country. 

We have seen at p. 120 that a Transport “ Live 
Stock Becovery Department ” was formed on 
7th January, 1901. It was charged with the duties 
of collecting all Government animals strayed or 
dropped from the line of march, establishing depots 
for their reception and re-issue to Transport service, 

• The help and advice given by fche Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment of Cape Colony in this matter, has been acknowledged 
at p.47. 
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and guarding against any cattle being used as 
slaughter stock which were capable of being utilized 
by Transport for work. It was impossible to 
maintain large numbers of debility-animals at the 
Transport Depots on the Line of Communication, 
as they ate up all the limited grazing; Debility 
Farms were, therefore, organized. Each of these 
had a permanent staff calculated on the number of 
animals present. The veterinary organisation was 
under Major Sharp, who had a part of the farm 
told off as a receiving depot, into which all new 
animals went for 14 days quarantine before being 
permitted to mix with the other cattle of the farm. 
These were subsequently branded, classified, and 
inoculated against pleuro-pneumonia, and later 
against rinderpest. * On recovery from this they | 
were turned out with the other stock. The magni¬ 
tude of this task may be realised from the thousands 
of debilitated oxen to which this system had to be 
applied. It was not possible to carry out the work 
without a technical staff, so Major Sharp selected 
intelligent men who were trained in cattle diseases 
and inoculation. They were then treated as 
Inspectors and received a special rate of pay. These 
men were entirely under Major Sharp’s orders, and 
travelled about from point to point as required. 

Farms for Supply purposes were also formed, 
quite distinct from but possessing the same general 
principles of organisation as those adopted in the 
Transport Debility Farm. When the Guerilla War 
was fully established and extensive clearing opera¬ 
tions undertaken, the collection and disposal of loot 
and dairy stock became an extremely important 
matter. The loot-stock was drafted either for 
Transport or Supply, the dairy stock led to the 
establishment of Dairy Farms for the supply of 
milk to hospitals, f The farms for the above 
three purposes were located in the Transvaal and 
Orange Free State only. Twelve farming districts 
were formed, each under a Chief Superintendent. 
Each district contained a number of farms, and the 
total number of these at the close of the war was 
eighty-six. 

The introduction of vast numbers of loot, dairy 
and mixed stock destroyed the original safeguards 
created on the debility farms in the way of quaran¬ 
tine ; it was no longer possible to carry them out; 
the numbers were too large to handle, even too large 
to find grazing for without creating further centres, 
or, in the case of “supply” cattle, moving them in 
the direction of the troops where they could be used 
as food. For the movement of masses of cattle and 
mixed stock a body of men known as “ Cattle 
Rangers ” was organised. They received pay and a 
bonus for all stock-running successfully carried out 
for a distance. The men, excepting in a few cases, 
knew nothing of the work. Rest for the animals, 
time for grazing and rumination, were either never 

* All oxen inoculated against rinderpest were branded 
on the near side with a crown brand. 

| Agricultural farms were also established for the supply 
of vegetables and fruit to both the sick and the troops. 


contemplated or else neglected. The herds and 
flocks they attempted to drive were too large for 
management, the sheep were over-driven and 
suffocated; thousands died as the result of ignorance. 
The “ Cattle Rangers ” disappeared as an organisa¬ 
tion, and their place was taken by “ Stock Farm 
Guards ” organised under an officer. 

The rush of animals with every sweeping move¬ 
ment was not the only disturbing factor: each rush 
brought disease in with it, and when rinderpest 
broke out it was evident that it could only be a 
matter of very short time before all the Government 
farms became infected. Desperate efforts were made 
to immunise the animals already at these places, but 
material did not exist in sufficient quantities, and 
obviously the working-oxen with the various trans¬ 
port companies had first claim. In course of time 
all working animals were inoculated, but time and 
again fresh outbreaks occurred in the spans of 
working oxen due to the introduction among them 
of refugee or loot stock which had not been 
previously protected. 

We have seen something of the immense numbers 
of loot cattle and mixed stock which were brought 
in by columns, yet in the first instance only a 
proportion of these found their way into the various 
farms. Many of the animals were dropped by 
columns and recovered by the enemy. Sheep were 
especially difficult to bring in, for they could not 
keep up with the troops, were unable to cross rivers, 
and the daily marches were far too long for them. 
Cattle were lost through being retained by columns 
and in other ways. As a consequence a Collector 
of the Military Stock Department accompanied 
each column, who took over and accounted for the 
captured animals, oxen, cows, sheep and goats. 
These suffered from every bovine and ovine scourge, 
pleuro-pneumonia, red-water, gall-sickness, scabies 
and rinderpest; among the sheep * scabies existed 
to an extent which can hardly be conceived, for 
towards the end of the war none of the flocks had 
been “ dipped ” for two or more years. 

In stock of all kinds the winter cold played havoc 
with animals already starved and overworked; tens 
of thousands died from this cause. The working 
oxen were protected by clothing, a condition they 
were not used to, and one with which we cannot 
agree in face of the prevalence of skin disease. 
What they required was fuel within to maintain 
their body heat, and this was seldom or never ob¬ 
tainable in sufficient quantity. The ox of South 
Africa knows no other food than grass. We at¬ 
tempted late in the war to make up deficiency in 
grazing by the administration of mealie mealf and 
occasionally oil cake, but it was overlooked that the 
grain-digesting power of these grass-fed animals 

* The condition of these animals was such, that a whole 
carcase, when dressed, frequently weighed no more than 
seven pounds I 

f The mealie meal was fed off feeding cloths or sacks 
laid on the ground. This meal being the staple ration of 
natives, rigid precautions had to be taken to prevent 
pilfering. 
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was probably most imperfect, and that under any 
circumstances a ruminant requires bulk if his diges¬ 
tive apparatus is to work effectively. When no 
grazing was available during the winter months, a 
ration of 201b. hay was allowed, or 101b. if mealie 
meal (31b.) was given, but we have seen, at p. 217, 
the difficulties in obtaining this supply, even when 
close to the line of rail. 

The number of animals which passed through the 
loot stock farms varied with the operations in pro¬ 
gress. During the last six months of the war, when 
one would have thought that not a living head of 
stock remained in the country, there were brought 
in by the columns a monthly average of 3800 oxen, 
10,500 slaughter cattle, and 55,000 sheep. 

In the debility farms of the Transport Service the 
animals died at the rate of 25% to 35% a month. 

Among the working oxen of the Transport Com¬ 
panies the monthly death rate before the outbreak 
of Hinder pest varied between 4% and 8%; during 
the Rinderpest period it rose to 18% a month. The 
total number of deaths among transport oxen 
during the last seventeen months of the war was 
125,000, or a mean of over 7300 head of cattle a 
month. 

At p. 143, it is recorded that for the first fifteen 
months of the war 70,000 oxen had died, been de¬ 
stroyed or captured ; for the last seventeen months 
125,000 similarly disappeared, or a total of 195,000 
for the whole period of the war. 

The amount of work done by the Veterinary 
Service in connection with the Transport Depart¬ 
ment has never been fully realized for the reason 
that transport animals excite little interest, and so 
few really know what is being done for them. The 
brief account we have given shows the gigantic 
nature of the task, the marked ability of Major 
Sharp in conducting the technical side of the cattle 
work, and the necessity in the future of making 
some better provision for the care and management 
of oxen on service. 

BRANDING. 

The indelible marking of all Government animals 
in the Field is a necessity. In the case of horses 
the maintenance of army numbers on the foet was 
obviously impossible; they grew out and could not 
be replaced. All the horses were directed to be 
branded on the quarters with a Broad Arrow, and 
the same order applied to mules and oxen. It has 
always appeared to us that this practice lent itself 
to great cruelty, and in the hands of unskilled per¬ 
sons, unused to the application of a red-hot iron to 
living flesh, it entailed great barbarism and unneces¬ 
sary suffering (see Fig. 5, Plateiii.). Nor were the 
brands confined to the Broad Arrow; instructions 
were issued for the branding of horses on the 
shoulder with letters indicating their nationality: 
the object of this was to secure reports on horses at 
the end of the campaign which should leave no 
doubt of their country of origin. Later on cattle 


were branded with a crown on the side to show 
they had been inoculated against Rinderpest. 

Branding frequently led to sloughing of por¬ 
tions of the skin. It was not realized that any 
letter which involves an irregular circle, such as a 
B, isolates a portion of skin which will certainly 
die if the brand has been severely applied. Every 
brand should be made with the letters or figures 
broken as in a stencil plate, even the Broad Arrow, 
which does not isolate skin, should be broken, for 
the reason that sloughing will occur at the point 
where the three lines meet. Brands, of course, 
may be manipulated by the unscrupulous, but this 
should not prevent a humane type of instrument 
being employed. 

We are strongly of opinion that with cattle, 
branding jon the horns should have sufficed, and 
that an animal with a horn cut off should have 
been regarded as Government property. The dis¬ 
tressing scene shown in Plate iii., enacted on tens 
of thousands of animals, would thereby have been 
prevented. 

The marking of horses and mules in the future 
need not be more painful than the infliction of a 
tattooed broad arrow on the inside of the upper 
lip; for cast animals a line can be put through it. 


PICKETING . 

No method of tying up animals living in the open 
has yet been devised which is free from objection ; 
the head rope and heel rope are as old as war itself, 
and both are open to grave objections. Head ropes 
last but a very short time; it would be interesting 
to know how many were used up during the cam¬ 
paign, for there were no articles of horse equipment 
in greater demand. The average head rope is not 
constructed with any knowledge of the strain and 
wear to which it is exposed. Only those who have 
had to deal with a mass of horses, with no means 
of securing them, can appreciate the helplessness 
which results from being without head ropes. 0 If 
the head rope is retained it should be of hemp and 
of such a length that getting around the hollow of 
the pastern is an impossibility.! A head rope 
should only be sufficiently long to allow the horse 
to lift his head to the normal position when stand¬ 
ing vertically over the peg or ground line. The 
horse, for instance, in Fig. 6, Plate i., is correctly 
tied up, and by no means can a heel-gall from the 
head rope arise. The next animal to him is badly 
tied up, i.e. t has a long head rope, which, when in 
the act of turning back to his right position, will in 
all probability get over the hind heel. 

The picket line in all corps which use wheels 
should be an air and not a ground line, for in this 

* See p. 72. 

f The length of a head rope cannot be left to the dis¬ 
cretion of the men, as injury is certain to occur from 
heel-gall. See Plate i, Fig. 5, for the mechanism of pro¬ 
duction ; this is a fore leg, a trifle compared with a gall 
of the hind heel. 
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way the risk of heel-galls is entirely prevented. ’An 
excellent method of securing cavalry horses is* by 
means of a fore-foot shackle and peg. In this case 
the head rope is dispensed with. The peg must he 
of iron, and an iron peg is a clumsy thing to carry 
on a horse, and if not driven in flush with the 
ground is a source of serious damage through the 
animal lying on it. The nature of the soil affects 
the peg question; in sand it will not hold, in rock 
it cannot be driven, in ordinary soil it holds well 
but is difficult to take up, nevertheless, the fore-foot 
shackle has many advantages. 

The method of picketing adopted must be cap¬ 
able of affording security to horses both under 
ordinary and exceptional conditions. It must be 
able to stand the strain of panic. Hardly a year 
passes that a stampede of military horses does not 
occur, frequently from the most trifling cause, and 
it happens on service even when horses are tired 
and underfed. Nothing should lull a commander 
into a false sense of security,—for the report of a 
rifle at night, a thunderstorm, or a piece of paper 
blowing through the lines may he quite sufficient 
to leave him with no horses in the course of a few 
minutes. 

The true appliance for securing a horse in the 
open against kicking, stampede, or getting loose at 
night has yet to be devised. It must be simple, 
strong, light, free from buckles, readily removed in 
the dark, with nothing to get out of order through 
wet and mud, and must not prevent the animal 
from lying down. It ought not to be impossible to 
obtain this, and a prize of a thousand pounds would 
doubtless secure it. No one with a knowledge of 
injuries occurring on the picket line would consider 
such a sum as ill spent. The cost of fractures 
resulting from kicks in a single year during peace 
would more than pay for it, while the increased effi¬ 
ciency and the reduction of casualties is beyond 
money value in war. Few people realize what 
these casualties represent in point of numbers, and 
that a horse with his hind heel over the head 
rope, may in a minute or two inflict, in his panic- 
stricken state, an injury which will take many 
weeks to heal. 


DISEASES AND INJURIES. 

South Africa is a country of animal diseases, and 
from the first considerable apprehension was felt in 
this respect. Nor did it belie its reputation; never 
again, let us hope, will a veterinary service have 
such opportunities for seeing contagious and other 
diseases on a scale which baffles imagination. It 
is simple to speak of twenty to thirty thousand sick 
horses a month, but the mind is quite unable to 
grasp the real significance of these numbers. A 
horse is allowed three feet of width in the.ranks. 
If, on this basis, the 20,000 sick were formed up in 
line, they would extend for over eleven miles, and 
this only represented the wear and tear for one 
month in South Africa. 


In this section it is" intendedJ[to'*consider the 
chief diseases contributing to this inefficiency. It 
is a regrettable fact that no complete return of 
sickness for the whole period of the war exists ; 
we are dependant upon fragments - valuable as 
they are—for an insight into the class of affection 
which occurred. 

The records of 39,400 admissions to Field 
Hospitals show that every 1000 cases were, in 
round numbers, built up as follows 


Debility 

- 

2 88 

Mange 

- 

235 

Wounds 

- 

190 

Lameness 

- 

178 

Various 

- 

109 



1000 


In this table the proportion of debility appears 
lower than one would have imagined, but mange 
and debility were so commonly associated that 
many cases of debility fall into the skin group 

An important distinction must be drawn between 
the class of case admitted to hospital and that 
occurring in the Field. For instance, Horse sick¬ 
ness, Tulp poisoning and other rapid affections 
would never see hospital, nor, in theory, would 
cases of clinical glanders or farcy, though thousands 
found their way there. All the debility cases 
would not find their way to hospital, only those 
which had strength enough to leave the Field and 
to withstand a long journey by train. Others 
passed direct to Debility Farms under the care of 
the Remount Department, and in this way many 
thousands escaped record. Nothing like the 
number of sore backs occurring would be sent to 
hospital, the hopeless cases being destroyed on the 
spot, and the less severe dealt with locally, and so 
with lameness, fractures, and other injuries. The 
cases reaching Field Hospitals were those that had 
passed through the pores of the filter, and it is for 
this reason that the percentage of cured is relatively 
high, the mean being 61% among the above 39,400 
cases 

On the other hand, we must not lose sight of the 
fact that had horses and mules been sent to hospital 
earlier in their trouble better results would have 
been obtained. In the first part of the campaign 
they wore retained by corps and worked out; mat¬ 
ters improved during the latter half of the war 
owing to orders being issued on the subject (pp. 194, 
195), and to the fact that hospital accommodation 
existed. Defective as this generally was, from cir¬ 
cumstances not within Departmental control (pp. 
193, 194). There can be no question from a point 
of utility and humanity that these cases would have 
been better in hospital than being dragged about 
the country by corps. 

During the year May, 1901, to June, 1902, 11,184 
admissions to the veterinary hospital at Middelhurg, 
Transvaal, gave a recovery percentage of 70% or 

* I am indebted to Major K. C. Cochrane, A.V.C., for 
these figures. 
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some 10% better than the mean of 1901; this 
represents a saving in one hospital of over 1800 
horses. It is unfortunate that the figures generally 
for the year ending June, 1902, are not available, 
but there is good reason for thinking that the 
results obtained in other hospitals during the last 
year of the war were equally favourable. 

In the table (given at p. 197) of 24,606 cases— 
only a fraction of those admitted to hospital 
during 1901—the death rate was 8 7 %, the destruc¬ 
tions 26-5 %, or a total mortality of 35.2 %. The 
11,184 admissions to the Middelburg hospital gave 
a death rate of 4-31 %, destructions 2T4 %, or a total 
mortality of 25-71%, a saving of nearly 10% as 
compared with the mean of 1901. 

It is not necessary in this notice that each class 
of disease should be separately examined, the 
subject is too vast; the statements must be general, 
and confined to those diseases which have proved 
the heaviest source of complete or temporary loss 
in the campaign. Before taking these up attention 
must be drawn to a Veterinary Report written by 
Colonel Matthews, dated 15th July, 1900, when it 
was believed the war was over. It is published in 
Parliamentary Paper, Cd. 963, see this History, 
p. 191. In it he says :— 

“ There has been notable immunity from contagious and 

ordinary disease, except glanders.Isolation and 

mallein test have enabled its spread to be prevented. The 
numerous—about 500 —outbreaks have been quickly sup¬ 
pressed .There has bepn exceptional freedom from 

indigenous disease, a< d in the whole effective of horses and 
mules (210,000) there have been during the past unhealthy 
season under 200 deaths from ' horse-sickness,’ or less than 
half the deaths that occurred amongst horses [of the civil 
population] in Pretoria .... from this disease in the same 
period.” He adds that the 45,000 mules of the army had 
“been generally free from disease, and losses by death, 
except from exhaustion, extremely rare ” “Glanders,” he 
states, “appeared in numerous instances, but its spread 
has been prevented.” Finally, the same report deals with 
oxen, and we are told that the 57,000 “have been generally 
free from disease.” That pleuro-pneumonia had not been 
allowed to spread, destruction and inoculation being prac¬ 
tised. He refers to cases of “ red-wa*er” having appeared, j 
and that precautionary measures were under consideration. 

Now this report is au authoritative statement 
regarding the prevalence of disease among the 
animals of the army up to the end of June, 1900. 
It is better than one could have hoped. Skin 
disease is not mentioned ; at this time it had barely 
begun. Glanders was under control, and good 
fortune had spared us from horse-sickness during 
the summer campaign. No reference is made to 
the existence of Biliary Fever. We are told that the 
casualties chiefly consisted of Exhaustion and 
Saddle injuries, and readers of this History will 
have no dilliculty in recognising that the statement 
subsequently presented to Parliament represented 
matters as we have seen they existed. There are 
no tables published with this Report, or the 
losses from exhaustion and saddle injuries would 
have prove alarming, but dealing with disease we 
may say that up to June, 1900, nothing in the way 


of epizootic affections had occurred which could not 
have been dealt with in a short time, had peace 
followed the capture of Pretoria. The whole of the 
serious trouble from disease took place during the 
two subsequent years of the campaign, the seeds, 
of course, having been laid during the first nine 
months of the war. 

The pages of this History have largely been 
devoted to a consideration of the organisation 
which existed for dealing with the sick. There 
was no organisation worthy of the name, no 
hospitals officially existed, the sick had to trust to 
good fortune ; in fact, it would almost appear that 
no sick were expected in spite of the fact of the 
notoriously unhealthy nature of the country for 
horses. 

We do not intend here to survey the painful 
history in this respect caused by official neglect, 
but it is well to indicate where, in these pages, the 
development of a system for dealing with sick 
animals in the Field is recorded. 

[The letters after the figures indicate the position on the 
page where the information will be found. The pages are 
divided into four roughly equal parts, a, b, c, d ; the letters 
follow the text, thus a and b are in the left column, c and d 
in the right]. 

Official scheme for the care of sick animals in war, 113b, 
114a, 115b, 117a, 123c. 

No hospitals provided, 2d, 10a, 113b, 114a, 117a. 

Sick and healthy horses brought together in Remount 
Depots. 2d, 23a, 41a, 113c, 114a, 115b, 116b, 125c, 
202d, 205c. 

Obsolete regimental organisation for care of sick, 5b, 79b, 
83a. 241b. 

Sick sent to Remount Depots and Farms, 20c, 41b, 49b, 
52d, 58a, 127b, 137a, 202d. 

Sick left on Veldt, 57b, 120b. 

Sick sent to Rest Camps, 196c, 205d. 

Result of no organization for care of sick in the Field, 
34d, 41d, 58b, 72b, 79b, 90a, 204a. 

Proportion of Rick animals with Troops, 32d, 42b, 52d, 
54c, 58b, 64b, 65b, 71a, 71d, 77b, 78b, 79c, 81c, 82a, 
83b, 84a, 86d, 97a, 100c, 101c, 103a, 104c, 106a, 
143b, 145, 158a, 159c, 162d, 166c, 186c, 223d, 227b 
and d. 

No Veterinary Equipment for Troops or Hospitals, 4a, 
13a, 28d. 

Insufficient staff of Veterinary Officers, 4c, 10a, 27d, 73b, 
74b, H5d, 104a, 119a and d. 

No subordinate hospital staff, 2d, 193d, 199c, 223b. 

Indian Field Hospitals, 10b, 13c, 19d, 29a, 58b, 114a, llod. 
Mobile Veterinary Hospitals, 57c, 85c, 98c, 158b, 196c, 
198d, 199b, 223d. 

The combatant control of Veterinary Hospitals, 72d, 80c, 
114c, llod, 191a, 223b. 

Hospitals removed from Remount control 116a. 
Improvised Field Veterinary Hospitals approved, 72a. 
Opening of several Improvised Hospitals, 116a. 

Badly organised Veterinary Hospitals, 118b, 119c, 197b. 
An organised hospital sanctioned by War Office, 196b, 197b 
Hospital construction and organisation, 113a, 120a, 193d, 
194b, 197d, 198a, 199a, 223b. 

Number of Veterinary Hospitals, 197c, 224b. 

Numbers sick in hospital, 186a and b, 197c, 223a, 224b. 
Hospital results, 197a, 223a, 275d. 

Cost of Hospitals, 224c. 

Army Orders relative to sick and injured animals, 120b, 
194a, 195b and d. 

Numbers sick monthly, 186b, 194a. 

Despatch of sick by rail, 117b, 268d. 

Advanced Depots for Stores, 20b, 58a and d, 83a. 
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HORSE-SICKNESS. 

It is convenient to take this affection first; it 
was the one of all others which caused natural 
apprehension to the authorities from the beginning 
of the campaign. Precautions against the disease 
had already been drawn up in November, 1899, at 
the suggestion of the Civil Veterinary Department 
in Cape Town, prior to the arrival of Lieut.-Colonel 
Payment. These instructions contained the cream 
of colonial experience of this malady, supplemented 
by the reliable knowledge of Dr. Hutcheon and 
his officers. There is no necessity to reproduce 
these instructions which were precautionary 
measures, and not always practicable under military 
conditions. We have seen that fortunately the 
first horse-sickness season was mild, and did not 
trouble us seriously, but during the two subsequent 
years 5700 fatal cases among horses, and 2000 fatal 
cases among mules, represent a part of the toll paid 
for operations in deadly areas. It cannot be sup¬ 
posed that anything like the full number of cases 
was ever recorded: on the other hand, many must 
have been reported as fatal horse-sickness which 
succumbed to other trouble. The large majority of 
the above fatal cases occurred in the sickly season 
1900-1901* (the disease lasts from November to 
May), the succeeding year proving healthier. 

We learned nothing about the disease during the 
war; active operations are not conducive to clinical 
or pathological studies. Every Colonial has a 
remedy which, of course, is infallible. The Authori¬ 
ties were pestered by these people to give them an 
opportunity of treating the cases with their spe¬ 
cific. Several of these persons had never seen the 
disease, but had heard of someone who did so-and- 
so, and never had any more trouble! The following 
is an example of the kind: A gentleman in the 
Cape Peninsula—where the disease is practically 
never seen—informed the Authorities that a certain 
Reverend gentleman had been advised by General 
Joubert that a small piece of assafmtida, weighing 
about 50 grains, should be tied to the bit and 
renewed every eight days. General Joubert had 
followed this practice, it was said, and had never 
lost an animal, but the quantity must not exceed 
50 grains, nor be used oftener or less frequently 
than once in every eight days. 

Another method of treatment was distinctly 
heroic, and consisted of the administration of six 
grains of strychnia, which acted as an antidote 
provided the horse had the disease, but otherwise, 
as the prescriber acknowledged, killed it. 

These may be taken as fair samples of the volume 
of advice offered by interested and disinterested 
persons. In practice, we relied on preventing early 
morning and late evening grazing. The use of 


• Daring this year no less than 1873 fatal ca^es alone 
occurred in the Natal District. 


nosebags containing disinfectants, of which creosote 
was largely employed, appeared to be worthless, 
and rendered the bag unfit for the purpose for 
which it is intended. The avoidance of low lying 
ground as bivouacs and camps is obviously not 
always a practicable condition on service, valuable as 
it is as a preventive. The administration of arsenic 
as a prophylactic was highly spoken of by many 
with experience, and in the case of a patrol into a 
dangerous belt might be employed, but the whole¬ 
sale use of arsenic in the Field (see p. 48 of this 
History) would have led to some deplorable acci¬ 
dents, and further, is not practicable. 


GLANDERS . 

The British Army at Home had been free from 
glanders for several years before the war, but those 
who knew something of campaigning were fully 
aware that this condition of affairs on service could 
not last long, and that the disease was bound to 
find its way in through new purchases and other 
sources. Far less anxiety was felt, however, in 
connection with this question, as a new agent for 
diagnosis had recently been discovered which enor¬ 
mously simplified matters, though on the other 
hand, it had to be remembered that the Officers of 
the Veterinary Service had had no experience of its 
employment, owing to the fact that glanders did 
not exist in the army. Many had never seen a 
mallein reaction, and, in fact, outside large cities 
the same remark applied at that time to the prac¬ 
titioner in civil life. 

It will be remembered that in order to plaoe the 
army on a war footing, considerable additions to its 
strength of animals was necessary. The Reservists, 
as they may be called to distinguish them from 
Remounts, came out of large studs in oities, and in 
spite of the care and veterinary supervision these 
animals received, the chances of infection from 
glanders was always present. As it happened this 
class furnished the first cases of the disease carried 
by troops to South Africa. The s.s. “Rapidan,” 
whose history we have seen, arrived at Cape Town 
on 5th December, and reported some cases of 
glanders among her horses (see p. 13 of this His¬ 
tory), and the Reservists in these all came from 
public stables. We do not know the number of 
cases of this disease carried to South Africa by 
Reserve horses, but it was probably small. 

The animals required to replace wear and tear 
among the troops in the field, and those necessary 
for the transport of the army, furnished the large 
group of Remounts, and among these cases of 
glanders were numerous. The number thus intro¬ 
duced into South Africa cannot be exactly stated, 
but that it was considerable may be judged from the 
following list which contains the names of only a 
few remount vessels on which glanders occurred at 
sea, or among the animals on landing;— 
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Horses 

Mules 

From 

1900 

S.8. 

“ Alsatia ” 

— 

14 

Gibraltar 



“ Australia” 

— 

40 

•» 


,, 

‘ ‘ Cuban ” 

— 

20 

New Orleans 

,, 


1 ‘ Montenegro ” 

— 

64 

n if 

ft 


‘ 4 Hortensius ” 

— 

52 

9 » 9 1 

t * 

• 1 

“ Hyanthes ” 

— 

24 

* * ♦ I 

, , 

1 9 

“ Montcalm ” 

— 

78 


, , 

1 1 

* ‘ Royston Grange ’’ 

44 

— 


, f 


‘ 4 Politician ” 

C 

— 


, t 


“ Milwaukie ” 

14 

— 

>> 

1901 


Monmouth ’ 1 

16 

— 

Fiume 

, , 


“ Montreal ” 

35 

— 

New Orleans 

, , 


“ Wingfield ” 

— 

3 

M , # 

»> 


‘ Langton Grange ” 

4 

— 

? 


This list is not carried beyond February, 1901, by 
which time the outcry regarding the importation of 
glanders had been so great that increased vigilance 
at the ports of embarkation was urged. The result 
of this additional care was soon evident; neverthe¬ 
less, 35 cases of the disease were received from 
oversea (exclusive of cases occurring at sea), in one 
large coast-depot in Cape Colony, between Sept., 
1901, and July, 1902, a vast improvement on the 
previous condition, but still far short of what was 
necessary. The above facts enable us to under¬ 
stand how it was that horses of the Regular 
Forces, free from glanders for several years, were 
infected in the Field as early as April, 1900. (See 

p. 60). 

The third source of infection was that occurring in 
the country. Glanders was known to exist through¬ 
out South Africa prior to the war. Rhodesia, very 
early in its history, had made up its mind to rid 
this young country of the pest while still within 
reasonable limits, and through the initiative of the 
P.V.O. of the Rhodesian Government, Mr. Sinclair, 
this was effected before the war. He saw the whole 
of his work thrown away through subsequent 
infection by the troops constituting the Rhodesian 
Field Force (p. 107). Natal also, before the war had, 
under the organization of Mr. Watkins-Pitchford, 
secured legal machinery for dealing with the dis¬ 
ease; but in this colony it was more deeply and 
widely spread, and, as this History shows (p. 24), 
declared itself very early in the campaign, when 
local troops were raised and horses obtained from 
all parts of the colony. In Cape Colony there was 
probably not a single district which could be said 
to be free from the disease; legislative machinery, 
owing to Dutch apathy and ignorance, was not only 
more diflicult of adoption, but met with opposition. 
The struggle of the veterinary as against the 
farmer element was constant, and would have 
been even more acute but for the extraordinary 
personality of the P.V.O., Dr. Hutcheon. 

In the Free State and Transvaal the disease, so 
far as one can judge, was as widely spread as in the 
Cape. In the Transvaal legislative machinery 
existed, but the trained staff to employ it did not. 
In large centres, like Johannesburg, the disease 
exceeded anything which could be found in other 
parts of South Africa. The Republican Forces 
were not free from the disease when they took the 
Field. Glanders existed in probably all their large 


camps, even at the early part of the war (see p. 38); 
later on, when forced to evacuate their positions, 
they very rightly left these cases behind for annex¬ 
ation by the enemy. 

In spite of local sources of infection it is clear 
that the main channel from which the army was 
poisoned in the first instance was from its own 
remount supply. The troops were operating away 
from towns, and in a sparsely populated country. 
On the other band, the infection of the locally raised 
forces was obviously due to infection pre-existing in 
the country, for these troops obtained no oversea 
remounts, or at any rate, none at the time when 
glanders was first foucd in their ranks. March and 
April, 1900, may be looked upon as the beginning 
of the trouble in the Regular Forces; at that time 
the Cavalry Division was infected at Bloemfontein, 
the Cavalry Brigade at Ladysmith, and the Remount 
Depot at Mooi River, in Natal. Those who knew 
anything of these matters were aware that from 
these available sources the disease must surely 
spread to other branches of the service, but it was 
hoped that a life in the open, in a dry atmosphere 
and with plenty of sunlight, would retard its 
development, and such was undoubtedly the case. 

By July, 1900, the P.V.O. of the Army was able 
to report that though up to that date about 500 
outbreaks of the disease had occurred, these had 
been quickly suppressed.* The number of out¬ 
breaks is astonishing, bearing in mind the short 
interval between March and July, and may be ex¬ 
plained by the constant influx of material with both 
oversea and local remounts. 

The next point to consider is by what means the 
disease spread during the war. 

The arrival of ship after ship with cases of the 
disease was a source of grave anxiety; every Re¬ 
mount Depot was soon infected, either from this 
source or the serious blunder of admitting into 
Remount Depots war-worn animals from the front. 
The latter system, we have seen,! was carried out in 
the face of Veterinary advice from the earliest days 
of the war, and sealed the fate of Remount Depots. 

The introduction of debility farms should, in 
theory, have prevented this mixing, but unfortun¬ 
ately debility farms and remount depots were at 
times side by side, or even combined, and this led 
to the disasters recorded in 1901 (see p. 202). 

There were difficulties attached to these matters 
which can only be understood by those whose 
imagination enables them to picture the thousands 
of horses temporarily unfit from debility and ex¬ 
haustion, for the care of which no provision had 
been made other than that of a remount depot. 
The principle was wrong, and this was pointed out 
before a shot had been fired. All familiar with horse- 
management did not doubt that tired and debilitated 
horses would exist after hard work, but no one 
imagined the numbers would be on the gigantic 
scale revealed in March and April, 1900, nor would 

* Cd. 963, p. 14. 

f See pp. 23a, 84c, 115b, 116a, 125c, 138c, and 202d, 
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they have been, had the horses been properly fed. 
The principle of returning war-worn horses to a 
remount depot to recuperate was radically wrong, 
and until these places were hopelessly congested no 
other system was devised. When later the neces¬ 
sary steps were taken to cope with these ever¬ 
growing masses of war-worn horses, the remount 
depots and debility farms could not be regarded in 
in any other light than a breeding ground for 
glanders. 

The utilization of captured animals before they 
had undergone veterinary inspection was a prolific 
source of infection among all animals, for it in¬ 
cluded not only glanders and mange, but pleuro¬ 
pneumonia. Carelessness in this respect lasted 
throughout the whole campaign. The animals 
requisitioned in the large towns of the Transvaal 
were also grave sources of infection. In future 
campaigns rigid instructions should be issued re¬ 
garding horses captured or requisitioned from the 
enemy, and on no account should they be allowed 
to mix with the animals of the Force until found 
free from disease. 

The spread of glanders in the Field by ordinary 
contact cannot be overlooked, though it was prob¬ 
ably less than one might reasonably suppose, owing 
to the nature of the climate (see ante) and the use 
of nosebags. There is good reason to think that 
the frequent infection among mules was assisted 
by the canvas feeding troughs common to each 
span, though, as we shall note later, these contriv¬ 
ances have their important dietetic advantages. 
Infection by means of the water supply cannot be 
disregarded where troughs were used in standing 
camps, but was less likely to be operative among 
animals in the fighting line. 

The diagnosis of ordinary clinical glanders in the 
horse gave rise to no difficulties, but it was other¬ 
wise with the acute form, both in the horse and 
especially in the mule. The mule, like the ass, 
frequently suffers from acute glanders, sudden in 
onset, with swelling of the Schneiderian membrane, 
confluent ulceration, stertorous respiration, so noisy, 
indeed, that the existence of such cases can be de¬ 
tected in the dark.* Many were subjected to trache¬ 
otomy under the mistaken impression that the 
disease was local. Such cases may not react to 
mallein, nor is glandular sub-maxillary enlarge¬ 
ment necessary. The ulceration seen in chronic 
glanders is absent, and the pituitary membrane 
reveals destruction of such an extensive nature that 
it is no wonder those who saw it for the first time 
paused in amazement, and wondered what they 
had to deal with. The acute form in the horse 

* In the Journal of Comparative Pathology and Thera- 
peutic» } Vol. xv., 1902, p. 31, Lieut, (now Major) Cochrane, 
A.V.D., published a most interesting record on '* Glanders 
in Bouth Africa." He mentions the fact that animals 
presenting no sign of the disease, after thorough examina¬ 
tion, might have within three days extensive nasal ulcera¬ 
tion and snoring respiration. 

This officer, working in a hospital during active operations, 
cultivated the bacillus, and employed it to ascertain the 
protective power of mallein against glanders infection. 


was not quite so violent in character, but misleading 
to the inexperienced. 

From outside sources, but mainly through the 
agency of the Remount Department, it became 
noised abroad that the veterinary service had blun¬ 
dered, and mistaken glanders for a curable disease 
known to the Dutch as ‘‘new sickness.” At p. 203 
we have seen how gladly the Remount Department 
accepted the view of the Dutch, and how skilfully 
they utilized a difference of professional opinion as 
supporting the existence of some “ new disease.” 
It is not intended to convey the impression that all 
the cases of “ new sickness ” were acute glanders, 
but the Dutch farmer is not a pathologist, and any¬ 
thing he had not previously seen in the horse came 
under the head of ‘‘new sickness”; the cases of 
acute glanders were thus designated. The opinion 
held by the Remount Service is quoted at length at 
p. 203 of this History. This Department did not 
believe us when we told them their depots were 
full of glanders; they did not believe us when the 
dangers of their immense debility farms were 
pointed out, into which streams of war worn and 
diseased horses were daily poured. It fitted in 
with their system of farm management to comfort 
themselves in the belief that if glanders existed 
“more would be heard of it,” and more would have 
been heard of it had these animals ever been in¬ 
spected. We need not again travel over this point; 
the hideous story is related at p. 202, but we cannot 
dismiss it without a final comment on the evidence 
given by the Remount witnesses before the C. of E. 
Rem: and recorded at p. 203. In this we have 
seen a layman tendering evidence on a highly 
specialized and difficult subject, criticising the sup¬ 
posed ignorance of the veterinary authorities, and 
doing his best to induce the Court to believe that 
in the matter of glanders we had blundered badly. 
It so happened that before the same Court a veteri¬ 
nary officer was examined; strange to say he was 
the officer who had condemned as glandcred the 
particular animals referred to by the remount 
witness, but it is almost unbelievable that he was 
not asked a question on the subject of glanders, 
“new sickness,” or supposed mistaken diagnosis. 
The evidence of the layman on veterinary inepti¬ 
tude stands uncontradicted, and was presented to 
Parliament! 

The number of cases of glanders occurring during 
the war can never be known. We have seen 
(p. 276b) that by July, 1900,500 outbreaks of the 
disease had been reported, but the P.V.O. does not 
give the total number of animals attacked, so that 
the information is robbed of its chief value. Be¬ 
tween April and December, 1900, 2000 animals 
were destroyed for the disease, either clinical or 
reactors. From January to December, 1901,12,000 
animals were destroyed for glanders, and of these 
no less than 9000 occurred in the Remount Depots 
and Debility Farms of Cape Colony (see p. 204), 
For the first two months of 1902, the losses from 
glanders amounted to 1300, and beyond that period 
no evidence is available. According to these figures 
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during twenty-three out of the thirty-two months the 
war lasted, 15,300 cases of glanders occurred, and 
this by no means represents the amount of disease 
existing, for, as will be explained presently, mallein 
testing during 1901, was mainly restricted to hos¬ 
pitals, depots and farms. 

The above figures are sufficient to show that on 
the termination of hostilities the army was riddled 
with glanders; there was hardly & unit in which 
the disease was not present, the occult cases were 
daily developing into the clinical variety, and from 
these further infection was constantly occurring. 

In connection with the above we have hitherto 
made no mention of mallein. It is now necessary 
that our attitude towards this clinical test should 
be made clear, and, above all, the vastly important 
lessons derived from its employment with an army 
in the Field. 

When operations began, the scheme which natur¬ 
ally suggested itself for the control of glanders was 
that employed in civil life, i.e ., destruction of the 
affected and inoculation of those in contact. This 
was followed out so far as military movements per¬ 
mitted for the first eight months of the war, but by 
August, 1900, it was evident that not only had we 
failed to make any impression on the disease, but 
that owing to the vast increase of susceptible 
material, and the constant importation of fresh 
cases, the disease was rapidly gaining ground. An 
examination of our position regarding the use of 
mallein then became imperative, and the following 
conclusions were arrived at. 

The employment of mallein during active opera¬ 
tions is contra-indicated, as it leads to the destruc¬ 
tion of animals in the early stages of infection, which 
are capable of weeks, or even months of work: long 
before the disease can develop into the open stage 
the majority of these animals, at the then rate of 
loss, will be dead from other causes. As occult 
glanders is not infectious no risk is run by allowing 
these animals to live, and the State to obtain some 
small return for their cost. In substitution for the 
mallein test increased vigilence was directed to be 
adopted in regard to inspection. An examination 
of the nasal chambers by means of a mirror * was 
to be relied upon as the chief source of controlling 
infection, and no animal was to be destroyed on the 
basis of the mallein test if in good condition and 
free from clinical symptoms. This momentous 
decision, a reversal of the theoretically true policy, 
was never regretted; inspection took the place of 
mallein, and the wholesale operations of the latter 
and destruction of reactors ceased. 

The above regulation did not, however, apply to 
hospitals and remount depots, which were left un¬ 
fettered in their action, as in these places it was 
desirable to keep the disease as far as possible 
under control, but the general principles were 

• The want of adaptability of some veterinary officers 
when this order was issued was very marked. Mirrors in 
large numbers coaid not be issued at once. They forgot 
their own hand-glass was available, and that any reflecting 
surface, metal or glass, was better than none. 


nevertheless not lost sight of. It is obvious a hos¬ 
pital could never be kept free from the disease 
while cases continued to pour into it from without. 

We have endeavoured to make our attitude per¬ 
fectly clear on the question of the employment of 
mallein during active operations, and to give a 
precise statement of the policy adopted. 

The action of mallein in cases of acute glanders 
both in the horse and mule, is not so regular as in 
chronic glanders, for with the acute variety the 
animal may fail to react,* in single, double, or triple 
doses. The rule is that they do react, but excep¬ 
tions, especially in the mule, are numerous. As 
the mule is more liable to acute glanders than the 
horse, it was discovered during the early weeks of 
the war that reactions to mallein in this animal 
were nothing like so certain as in the horse. In 
order to overcome this difficulty double doses for 
mules were employed. This system obtained 
throughout the war and, in practice, was found 
satisfactory, though its explanation must be left to 
the pathological laboratory. 

Not only do cases of acute glanders in both 
animals react to mallein with less certainty than 
chronic glanders, but the lungs in both animals 
may be free from discoverable nodules on macro¬ 
scopic examination. We suppose that in such 
cases microscopical examination would reveal the 
trouble, but it is beyond all doubt that acute 
glanders may be present in both animals with ex¬ 
tensive destruction of the pituitary membrane, 
without any nodules being detected in the lungs by 
the sense of touch.f This fact we assume to be the 
explanation of the differences of opinion held by 
one or two veterinary surgeons regarding acute 
glanders and so called “ new sickness.” 

Both horse and mule which may have failed to 
react to mallein may develop clinical symptoms 
later 4 

A glandered mule frequently, a glandered horse 
rarely, may show no sign of local reaction to mal¬ 
lein at the proper period, yet a marked reaction 
may be present at the 48th hour. In one case in a 
horse, of which we have a photograph, a nine inch 
painful swelling appeared at the 48th hour, and the 
existence of the disease was demonstrated at the 
autopsy. 

The increased dose employed for the mule appears 
to be responsible for a complication frequently ob¬ 
served in this animal, for swellings very misleading 
in character may be produced in a healthy mule 
at the seat of inoculation. This very important 
statement is based on a large number of observa¬ 
tions ; some made after the war may be quoted, as 
the actual figures are available. Out of 1000 pre¬ 
sumably healthy mules, 460 were selected to proceed 
to Somaliland; from such a wide choice none but 

* Cochrane, op tit, notes the same fact. 

f Cochrane records the same important peint. 

I Cochrane relates the case of a horse refractory to three 
mallein testings, in which complete ulceration of the septum 
existed. 
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the best were selected. They were then malleined; 
double doses being employed. Five animals gave 
what was regarded as a decided reaction, and in 19 
others the local manifestation was sufliciently large 
to necessitate re-inoculation This was done with 
a triple dose, and of the nineteen, three were selected 
as being glandered. Out of this batch of 460 mules, 
eight were, therefore, deemed on the mallein test to 
be affected with the disease, and were destroyed. 
In only four were lesions found, though, of course, 
it is possible there were microscopic nodules ac¬ 
counting for the reaction in the other four, but the 
chief point at present lies in the undue proportion 
of animals presenting local swellings, and yet free 
from disease. For instance, again quoting from 
carefully recorded observations, a mule may have a 
local reaction 11 inches by 5 inches at the 18th 
hour or later; this may or may not be painful— 
though never acutely so—lymphatic vessels may or 
may not run over its surface; the swelling may be 
tense, or baggy and dropsical, and the animal on 
P.M.E. found free from the disease. 

The following sizes of local reaction are taken 
from among many, but serve to illustrate this 
extremely important point: 7^in. by 2£in., 8in. by 
4in. f 10in. by 5^in., 11 in. by 5in. In all these 
cases the animals were destroyed and found free 
from disease on ordinary macroscopical examination. 
They were destroyed mainly in consequence of the 
size of the reactions. All the above and similar 
reactions measured more in one diameter than in 
the other, they were longer than they were broad; 
they were frequently dropsical, and jelly-like. If 
tense and painful, this was probably due to the 
presence of enlarged lymphatic vessels. In other 
words, the local manifestation did not present the 
true reaction of a glanders swelling, which measures 
much the same in both diameters, and is painful to 
an acute degree. 

This brings us back to the question of dose. 
Were the double and triple doses in any way re¬ 
sponsible for the size of the swellings? We 
think that they were. It was found experimentally 
on glandered animals that if a single dose produced 
a 4 inch reaction, a double dose might give a 
5^ inch, and a triple dose one of 7 inches in dia¬ 
meter. These figures are only roughly compara¬ 
tive though taken from actual observation, but are 
useful as indicating in the mule that the extent of 
the local reaction in undoubtedly affected animals 
did appear to bear some proportion to the amount 
of material injected. That the ratio is variable is 
undoubted, for we have seen a single dose produce 
a 4^ inch swelling, and a double dose in the same 
animal a 9 inch reaction. 

It must be remembered in connection with the 
whole of the malleining done in South Africa, both 
during and after the war, that the operations were 
conducted in the open, the animals were exposed 
to the sun, dust, and sources of local infection at 
the seat of inoculation; but so were the horses, 
and with these such irregularities were not common. 
Aseptic inoculation was impracticable, though at¬ 


tempted, especially after the campaign closed, and 
sepsis might have accounted for these peculiarities 
in the mule reactions, though, again, the horses 
were under the same conditions. This view was 
ever present in the mind of the attentive observer, 
and we admit that the large pear-shaped dropsical 
swellings observed in the mule, especially if asso¬ 
ciated with local lymphatic irritation, were by our¬ 
selves attributed to this cause. Why they should 
have been so relatively common in the mule we, 
unfortunately, do not know, but that they led to 
errors in diagnosis is undoubted. 

At the beginning of the war the employment of 
mallein was new to the whole veterinary staff; but 
the rate at which glanders increased, and the large 
employment of mallein during the earlier months 
of the war, soon rendered the majority very familiar 
with its use,f though the mule ever remained a 
difficulty. 

It cannot, therefore, be said that mallein gives as 
uniformly good results as a diagnostic agent in the 
mule as with the horse, or with acute as with 
chronic glanders. There are many pitfalls for the 
unwary, and infinite judgment is required in dealing 
with the puzzling percentage of cases which exhibit 
reactions which are not truly typical. 

Lest, however, it should be felt that these re¬ 
marks are calculated to raise doubts as to mallein 
being capable of detecting the existence of glanders 
in the mule, it may be stated that in 109 animals 
condemned on the strength of the test, the presence 
of the disease was verified on post mortem examin¬ 
ation. I These mules, however, needed larger doses 
and more frequent re-testing than would a similar 
number of horses. Where mallein may utterly fail, 
to give a reaction is in acute glanders, and this 
applies, as previously mentioned, to both mule and 
horse. 

So little is known of the mule iu this country 
that it is thought these notes on mallein testing 
may be useful in a future campaign, though, 
obviously, they leave undecided some important 
features which we feel assured can only be eluci- 
! dated by the laboratory expert. 

A brief statement has been made at p. 279d, of the 
number of cases of glanders known to have existed 
during certain broken periods of the campaign. 
These only tell us that infection was widely spread, 
but the percentage of animals affected may be got 
at with sufficient accuracy through the returns of 
those malleined. Between April and December, 
1900, 24,400 horses and mules were tested with 
mallein, and the general reaction amounted to 8*6%. 

* It would appear to be desirable to determine whether 
mAllein cultivated from glanders of the mule would be as 
“ irritating ” to this animal as mallein prepared from the 
horse. 

f Exceptions are indicated at p. 204c. 

J We were indebted to Lieut, (now Major) England, 
A.V.D., for the heavy additional labour this research 
entailed. It was carried out at the Station Veterinary 
Hospital, Kroonstad, during one of the most active phases 
of hostility, and lasted three months. 
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The majority of the tested animals (15,900) were 
remounts; 6000 belonged to the Rhodesian Field 
Force * see p. 107c), and the balance of 2500 re¬ 
presented hospitals and units in the Field. The 
reaction percentage of these groups can be given:— 


Rhodesian Field Force 

2*45 % 

Remounts 

5-3 

Units in the Field 

7*7 

Veterinary Hospitals 

15-7 


During the next year, January to December, 1901, 
28,500 horses and mules were tested; the average 
percentage of infection was 16, or double that of 
the previous year, and grouping the units we shall 
learn where the increase in infection lay. 


From Reacted 

Ships and Remount Depots 5*2 % 

Units in the Field 6*7 

Animals in Hospital * 19 0 

Remount Debility Farms 55-0 


The table tells us that the two chief depositories 
of the disease were Remount Debility Farms and 
Veterinary Hospitals. The infection of the latter 
is legitimate, they are intended for the reception of 
sick; but Debility Farms were for the purpose of 
resting and recuperating war-worn but otherwise 
healthy animals. The above figures for Debility 
Farms are known to be incomplete, but they give 
some notion of the degree of infection. During the 
period under review, every second animal on the 
Debility Farms of Gape Colony was affected with 
glanders in either a clinical or an occult form! 

The actual percentage of cases of the disease in 
Remount Depots and on ships remained at the 
same point that it occupied during the previous 
year. It ought to have been lower, for there was 
much more care taken in the inspection of over-sea 
remounts, and it is probable that it was lower, and 
that some of the returns of debility horses were 
mixed up with those of remount animals. The 
troops in the Field showed a slight reduction in the 
degree of infection, but this was due to the better 
practice of sending the sick and exhausted earlier 
into hospital. As a consequence the hospital rate 
was higher in 1901 than in 1900. 

It is unfortunate that in the above figures of 
general infection we are unable to differentiate 
between horses and mules. 

The termination of the war found 161,400 horses, 
and 93,900 mules and donkeys on the strength of 
the Army in South Africa,! and the first steps to 
reduce expenses were directed to getting rid of all 
surplus animals. How they were disposed of will 
be mentioned in the section on “ Demobilization,” 
but we can anticipate the story by saying part went 

* In one area of the war Cochrane found that out of 
12,540 admissions to Hospital between Mareh, 1901, and 
May, 1902, 2*5% of the animals were affected with occult 
glanders. 

f See p. 229a for the discrepancies which exist in the 
enumeration of the total number of animals on 31st May, 
1902. The Remount Department placed it at approximately 
142,149 horses, 76,639 mules, 12,864 donkeys. 


to a department known as the “ Repatriation,” 
charged with the duty of restoring and restocking 
the devastated provinces, part by sale to private 
individuals, and the balance was retained by the 
Army of Occupation. 

Peace came suddenly, and the stock of mallein in 
hand was quite insufficient to test more than a 
small proportion of the animals to be disposed of. 
It so happened that if famine was to be averted 
the agricultural operations could not be started too 
early, nevertheless, the Repatriation Department 
was aware how deeply the army animals were in¬ 
fected with disease, and they hesitated to spend 
their funds on glandered animals. * Forty thousand 
doses of mallein were at once cabled for to England, 
and in addition, an order for 10,000 doses a month 
until further notice; but mallein takes time to 
prepare, and, meanwhile, the Repatriation Depart¬ 
ment was clamouring for mules and horses, but 
especially mules. The question of price for these 
animals created a difficulty between the civil and 
military departments, which caused a delay favour¬ 
able to mallein operation, but the stock of 10,000 
doses in the country was a mere drop in the ocean, 
especially with double doses for the mules, and 
finally large numbers of animals had to be taken 
over without being tested. These were drafted all 
over the country and carried glanders with them. 
Whole teams disappeared, and a bitter cry from the 
Repatriation Department resulted. Heavy sales to 
private individuals in the Cape were also effected, 
the animals being inspected as far as possible, and 
every care taken to avoid clinically glandered ani¬ 
mals being sold, but complaints from purchasers 
soon poured in. An infinity of trouble and endless 
correspondence occurred with the various Civil 
Governments, who naturally viewed with alarm the 
wholesale distribution of war-worn and possibly 
diseased horses. Their anxiety was reasonable, for 
to them fell the work of clearing up the trouble; 
they pleaded in vain for the mallein test to be 
applied to all animals sold. The mallein, as we 
have seen, did not exist; even had it been on hand 
the skilled staff for applying the test was wholly 
insufficient for the number of horses to be dealt 
with in a reasonable time, and so the animals were 
sold without being tested. 

Looking back on the whole transaction it is diffi¬ 
cult to know, under the pressure of reducing ex¬ 
penses and the urgency with which the animals 
were required by the Repatriation Department, 
what other course could have been pursued. It 
was bad, but it was the choice of two evils—famine 
in the Free State and Transvaal or glanders among 
the agricultural stock. Over 100,000 horses ana 
31,000 mules were sold without being tested, or 
rather to no greater extent than some 25,000 doses 
of mallein placed, at one time or other, at the dis¬ 
posal of the Repatriation Department admitted of. 
By about September mallein began to arrive in 
large quantities from home, and animals still await- 

• Bee p. 229a. 
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ing disposal were dealt; with, but the bulk of the 
sales were over, and the damage done. 

There still remained for testing the horses and 
mules of the Army of Occupation. This had been 
provisionally fixed at 20,000 horses and 25,000 
mules, and by October the work was systematically 
taken in hand. At this time the amount of glanders 
should have shown signs of shrinkage, for inspection 
had been constant for months, with the object of 
eliminating all clinical cases, yet some 3000 mules, 
tested for the Repatriation in the month of October 
gave, as the result of the mallein test, 26 % of re¬ 
actors, while 28 % of clinical cases were picked out. 
Whatever doubt may be cast on the accuracy of 
the figures dealing with reactors there can be none 
so far as the clinical cases are concerned, which 
revealed a degree of infection almost beyond belief. 
The mules had been huddled together for months 
awaiting disposal, and under these circumstances 
infection was readily ensured; they belonged to the 
Repatriation, who refused to take them over until 
tested. Their care was repudiated by both sides, 
with the result that barely a half survived. 

The amount of disease among the horses and 
mules of the army awaiting testing was naturally 
much less than this; they were under proper super¬ 
vision and inspection, and clinical cases were elim¬ 
inated as fast as they occurred. When mallein 
operations took place the following results were 
obtained:— 

3000 horses gave 7 % reactors 

5000 mules „ 5% „ 

These numbers are probably large enough to estab¬ 
lish the proportion of latent cases existing in the 
Army of Occupation before the final clearing up of 
the disease was begun. It is unfortunate that the 
figures for the entire operations are not known. 

The task now in hand was a gigantic one—20,000 
horses and 25,000 mules had to be tested, and the 
reactors eliminated; body temperatures were not 
available as the animals were all in the open, and 
the season summer. 

The principle adopted in Cape Colony was as 
follows:—Each unit was separately taken ; it was 
enjoined that no hurried measures were to be 
adopted, and two experts in malleining,* in addition 
to the officers in veterinary charge, were to be em¬ 
ployed. For a month previously nothing was to be 
done but systematic inspection; double the ordinary 
interval was to be given on the picket line, each 
horse or mule was to maintain its position on the 
line, and every animal was to have its own nosebag 
clearly marked with its number. No inspection of 
the nasal chambers was accepted that had not been 
carried out with a mirror, and 150 horses a day was 
considered the effective limit for mirror inspection. 
The watering arrangements were rigidly super¬ 
vised; if from a trough, no suspect was permitted 
to be watered excepting by means of a bucket which 

• Captain (now Major) Wilson, A.V.D. and C V S. (now 
Captain) Jelbart, were the officers selected for this duty. 


bore its number. If a stream was the source of 
water supply suspects were watered last. At the 
end of a month malleining was to be carried out, 
not more than 100 horses being submitted to the 
test at one time. The results of this were to be 
grouped as follows:—healthy, suspicious, gravely 
suspicious. The two last groups were to be isolated 
and on no account mixed; the suspicious and gravely 
suspicious groups were to be at once re-malleined. 

Instructions were issued regarding the disinfec¬ 
tion of the site of inoculation and of the needles 
between each operation. 

The results were to be interpreted by the local 
reaction and character of the swelling, 34 inches in 
diameter being regarded with suspicion. In all cases 
of doubt the animal was to be given the benefit, 
and a fresh inoculation made on the opposite side. 
Animals were not to be condemned until the 24th 
hour, and in case delayed reactions appeared the 
group was not to be dispersed for three days. 

By March, 1903, nearly a year after the war, 
the disease was well in hand, but in spite of the 
precautions taken the chances of infection were so 
numerous, due to the widely spread character of 
the disease, that it was impossible to eliminate 
all cases at once. Between April, 1903, and 
March, 1904, 114 horses and 51 mules were at¬ 
tacked, mainly amongst the cavalry regiments and 
remount depots, but the disease was so well in 
hand that its obliteration was within sight. In the 
following year, i.e ., March, 1904, to April, 1905, 31 
cases occurred, mainly in remount depots, and the 
disease then died out. It was thus three years 
from the date of peace before a clean bill of health 
could be given, not, perhaps, a long time consider¬ 
ing the wide-spread nature of the disease and the 
fact that glanders was only one of four plagues 
being fought at the same time, for the army 
was full of mange, epizootic lymphangitis and 
specific ophthalmia. 

The persistence with which the disease clung to 
remount depots can readily be understood, for in 
these places stabling existed. What was too good 
to destroy was dealt with by burning the walls, 
scorching the wood-work, and replacing the earth 
floors after previous burning. The wood-work was 
then given a coat of creosote, but such work as 
this requires constant skilled supervision to ensure 
thoroughness, and with the extraordinary pressure 
of work and a small veterinary establishment it 
was not possible to detail special officers for this 
duty. 

A few words are necessary regarding the source 
of mallein supply. During the first half of the war 
mallein was obtained from the Royal Veterinary 
College, London, and from Colonial and Foreign 
sources. The two latter were as a rule unsatis¬ 
factory, and certainly contained some irritating 
substance; so violent were the reactions in the case 
of the foreign mallein that an investigation was 
made as to it possibly having been tampered with, 
but nothing resulted. No officer wished for any- 
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thing but the London College 'mallein, and for the 
remainder of the war ibis was entirely depended 
npon. 

The amount of mallein sent to South Africa 
during the war is not uninteresting. 


From Doses 

Oct., 1899, to Dec., 1900 101,500 

Jan., 1901, to Dec., 1901 33,200 

Jan., 1902, to Dec., 1902 135,800 

Other sources 10,000 


280,500 

One final point may be referred to: it seems in¬ 
credible, with such wide-spread infection as the 
figures for 1900-02 represent, that the whole force 
was not destroyed, including many of the men. 
For this the climate is responsible, sunlight and 
dryness sterilized where moisture would have main¬ 
tained vitality; discharges which would have re¬ 
tained their virulence in Europe were rapidly 
killed by desiccation, and this, no doubt, was a 
helpful factor in the campaign which was subse¬ 
quently undertaken against the disease. 

The occasional death of men from glanders, in 
the Field, might readily escape detection, that is if 
we may judge by the fact that in a city like London 
there is evidence to show that it was not infre¬ 
quently overlooked. Nevertheless, considering the 
number of men engaged and the enormous extent 
to which glanders existed, it seems impossible to 
believe that had the disease occurred amongst them 
it would have remained indefinitely unidentified 
The risk of infection one must believe to have been 
considerable. Sores on the hand, scratches and 
injuries, blistering of the face from the sun, the 
absence of cleanliness, are conditions for infection 
which it w T ould seem impossible to improve upon, 
yet we believe no case of the disease was reported 
among the troops nor among the natives of the 
transport. 


MANGE. 

The number of cases of mange occurring in the 
army among horses and mules exceeded that of any 
other disease, there were tens of thousands of cases. 
We have seen, at pp. 13 and 19, that we took 
sarcoptic mange to South Africa with the 6th 
Dragoons, but this, of course, was not the only 
nucleus of infection, for we imported it with re¬ 
mount animals and also contracted it in the country 
from affected horses left behind by the enemy. 

Mange, however, gave no real cause for anxiety 
for the first few months, though it was known not 
only at Naauwpoort in 1899, but at Modder River in 
December, and Sterkstroom in the following Feb¬ 
ruary, the latter cases being derived from Remounts 
issued at Queenstown. It was not until June, 
1900, that the matter was seriously heard of (see 
p. 83b), and this is borne out by the report of the 
P.V.O., written during that month (see p. 276b), in 
which no mention of the disease is made. By the 
following September matters were so serious that a 


circular was issued notifying the prevalence of 
mange in the army. This instruction directed the 
frequent inspection of units, the non-transfer of 
doubtful cases to other regiments, the segregation 
and treatment of the affected, and the destruction 
of those obviously useless. The disease had se¬ 
cured a hold which it was evident would not be 
relaxed during the operations, and later on, it is 
safe to say, that hardly a single unit was free from 
the affection; it was rampant in remount depots 
and debility farms; it affected horses, mules and 
oxen. It could not be excluded from debility farms, 
but Remount Depots were infected by taking in 
horses from the front (see p. 138c), and by the 
acceptance of cases from oversea.* 

In the first instance it was difficult to cause those 
in authority to take a se> ious view of matters. This 
may to an extent be explained by the fact that skin 
disease among horses in South Africa was not 
regarded by the inhabitants with apprehension, for 
colonial horses in that country are liable to an affec¬ 
tion attacking the back, loins and withers, which, 
in its clinical features resembles mange, and yet 
such cases are spontaneously curable when the 
winter coat changes. The Burgher, from observa¬ 
tion, knew it was not contagious. We have no 
doubt whatever that these facts explained why the 
representations of the veterinary service were not 
taken seriously. On 10th August, 1901, a year after 
mange was known to be widely spread throughout 
the Force, the Inspector of Remounts, South Africa, 
wrote as follows to the War Office! :— 

“- by the way, you must not be alarmed at mange in 

this benighted land, nearly every horse in Government or 
civilian hands which is left on the veldt in winter gets 
mange; the inhabitants take no notice of it, and it goes 
with a new coat. We put them through a disinfectant 
bath which kills it in a few times." 

We have referred to the above correspondence at 
p. 203 of this History in connection with mange on 
Debility Farms, but its importance, as representing 
the opinion of an officer closely in touch with the 
Commander-in-Cbief on all horse questions, ne¬ 
cessitates its repetition in this section. It must 
have had the effect of allaying anxiety, and of 
neutralzing what would naturally be considered 
the alarmist representations of the veterinary 
service. 


* The following Remount ships brought mange to Sooth 
Africa:— 


‘‘Armenian ’* 

“ Englishman " 

“ South Australia'' 
“ Mechanician ” 

" Tactician " 

“ European " 
‘‘Cornwall" 
“Morayshire ” 
“American ” 


On 

1 Sopt., 1900 

21 Dec., 1900 

22 April, 1901 
21 June, 1201 

23 June, 1901 
11 Aug., 1901 

24 July. 1901 
26 July, 1901 
26 Aug, 1901 


From 

United Kingdom 
«» • * 

»♦ t» 

New Orleans 
,, „ (Moles) 

M 9 9 

New Zealand 
Australia 
New Orleans 


This list could be extended, but it sufficiently evidences 
the way in which remount depots were regularly infected 
from over sea. 


f C of. E Remnts., Appendix F. p.368. 
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As a matter of fact, the skin disease affecting our 
army was true parasitic mange of two varities, the 
surface parasite and the burrower, and we never 
got rid of it until the war was over. 

The sources of infection during war are many. 
Not only were cases of the disease necessarily kept 
in the ranks, but animals suffering from mange, 
left behind or captured from the enemy, were freely 
used and placed amongst our own, and at first, 
clean animals. It is impossible where blankets 
are used to prevent infection from spreading, as the 
same blanket may not be used for the same horse 
on two successive occasions. Saddle-blankets 
and saddlery were taken from the affected and 
placed on fresh horses free from the disease, without 
any disinfection of the equipment being possible. 
The men carried the parasites from horse to horse 
and the trucks in which the animals travelled were 
prolific sources of infection. Given an outbreak of 
mange on service or on board-ship, we know of no 
practicable method by which the spread of infection 
may be prevented. In saying this it is not intended 
to convey the idea that no efforts should be made. 
The rapidity of spread will be considerably lessened 
by adopting such precautions as are possible in war. 

The association of skin disease with debility was 
a very marked feature, not always the result of 
cause and effect. A well-known Cavalry Commander 
regarded debility as the cause of the disease, and 
believed that horses in good condition could not 
contract the affection when exposed to contagion. 
He accordingly did not hesitate to place his own 
horses in a stable he knew had been occupied by 
affected cases, and in this way purchased a lesson 
in the contagiousness of the disease which at once 
rendered him a whole-hearted supporter of the 
veterinary view. 

The difficulties of dealing with an outbreak of 
mange in time of peace, so as to guard against the 
spread of infection, are so considerable that we 
have no hesitation in saying it is by far the most 
difficult epizootic with which we have to contend. 
In war not only is it impossible to control effect¬ 
ively, but the essentials for treatment—isolation, 
clipping and dressing—are impossible in the Field, 
and only partly capable of realisation in Stationary 
Hospitals and Standing Camps. Clipping machines 
are always a difficulty; frequently of defective 
material to start with, they are further highly tested 
by dirty coats and unskilled operators. In fact, for 
hospital purposes nothing should be used but the 

S ower machine, of which there should be numbers, 
epending upon the size of the hospital, with an 
ample supply of spare parts, especially blades. 
Chemical science ought to be able to provide a 
depilatory which would do away with the necessity 
of clipping. What an effective agent would mean 
in the saving of time and labour in a large hospital 
is incalculable. 

A place for clipping should be set apart in Field 
Hospitals and all hair burned. 


The application of dressings needs a large staff of 
subordinates, but it ought not to be beyond the 
resources of mechanical skill to arrange for the 
thorough application of dressings on the same prin¬ 
ciple as "hair brushing by machinery. Dressings 
are worthless unless rubbed in, and the necessary 
labour for their application to hundreds of cases is 
never available at the moment it is most urgently 
required. The history of the hospitals in South 
Africa largely centres around the difficulty in 
obtaining labour for working them, and this will 
always exist if we depend upon the policy of obtain¬ 
ing local labour for such purely technical require¬ 
ments as are embodied in the duties of a Hospital 
Dresser. 

The futility of attempting the treatment of mange 
without a preliminary clipping was over and over 
again demonstrated; it is worse than useless, for the 
dressing is of no value and prevents the subsequent 
clipping of the coat. 

For the purpose of applying dressings on a large 
scale without hand labour the erection of baths, on 
the principle of “sheep dips,” was undertaken. 
Most of the large hospitals in due course possessed 
their bath, but the process of obtaining them was 
slow, as engineer labour, as we have already seen, 
was not available. The bath was of such a depth 
that the animal had to swim for a certain distance. 
Horses did not take kindly to them, and unless ar¬ 
ranged as shown in Fig. 6, Plate iii, a good deal of 
rough handling resulted. As a means of rapidly 
“dipping” a large number of horses it is of un¬ 
doubted value, and we place ourselves on the side 
of those who believe the bath to be a useful adjunct 
to a hospital. There are many experienced veterin¬ 
ary officers who are opposed to their use, especially 
in winter, when the shock of dropping into cold 
water was found to react injuriously on the debili¬ 
tated. Nevertheless, it takes a long time to dress 
two hundred cases of mange by hand, while that 
number can be put through a well constructed bath 
in a few hours. Sarcoptic mange in the equine is 
unaffected by baths; such cases must be hand- 
dressed. It is probable that the value of baths is 
entirely confined to psoroptic scabies, and that 
better results would have been obtained bad its 
use been limited to this variety of the disease. 

A good bath for disinfecting saddlery and clothing 
can be made in the Field, by digging a large saucer¬ 
shaped hole in the ground and placing in it a sail 
cloth, such as is used to cover forage or other stores. 
A bath holding some thousands of gallons of fluid 
may thus be prepared, and this should exist in all 
Stationary Hospitals for dealing with clothing and 
line-gear of mange cases. 

Our personal experience was that in the treat¬ 
ment of mange, it was impossible to make a rapid 
impression where body clothing was allowed. It 
seems hard on the animal to remove the coat in 
winter and leave it without body clothing in the 
open, but experience justified the practice. No 
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horses died from exposure except such debilitated 
cases as would have died under ordinary conditions 
on a wet or cold night. It was, in fact, owing to 
the experience thus obtained that we found bow 
well animals did without clothing in the open, pro¬ 
vided they were well fed. Good feeding is essential 
in the treatment of mange combined with debility, 
and the improvement in condition of both horses 
and mules was not appreciably retarded by the 
complete absence of clothing. The essential point, 
however, is that it did them no harm to live in the 
open, clipped and without blankets, and that was 
the outcome of an experience of some thousands of 
cases. 

As to the local treatment of mange, it may be 
safely said that there is no known specific. Every¬ 
thing was tried, and a large measure of success was 
obtained by all methods of treatment thoroughly 
carried out. It would be unprofitable to enter into 
the advantages and disadvantages of each agent so 
used, but we may broadly indicate that the use of 
“sheep dip” is worthless for sarcoptic mange; 
that oily dressings cake and clog in the open; that 
some of the oils oxidize to such an extent as to form 
a hard painted surface impossible to remove, and 
beneath which the disease is spreading vigorously. 
Ordinary oil, such as linseed, besides drying and 
caking, has the objectionable property of irritating; 
this is generally due to adulteration with mustard 
oil, which inflicts the most acute suffering for a 
short time after application. Lard oil is bland and 
unirritating, but difficult to obtain in large quan¬ 
tities. Paraffin and soap solution dressings were 
largely used, and in skilled hands gave excellent 
results in psoroptic, but not sarcoptic, mange. The 
effects require watching, and the mixture frequent 
incorporation during its application to ensure that 
it remains in an emulsified state, or separation 
occurs, and the paraffin blisters. 

Major Blenkinsop was responsible for the intro¬ 
duction of the paraffin treatment. The proportions 
employed by him were as follows:—Two parts 
paraffin oil, one part linseed oil, two parts soap 
solution. The preparation of the mixture may be 
noted. Half-a-pound of soft soap was dissolved in 
a gallon of warm water; the oil and soap solution 
were then mixed, and lastly, the paraffin added, the 
whole well stirred to form an emulsion. The dress¬ 
ing was applied with a body-brush, and again every 
third day. The animal should be wetted as little as 
possible, only sufficienty to remove the matted 
dressing: this the soap enables to be easily done. 
When the skin is thoroughly dry the dressing is re¬ 
applied. The length of period under treatment was 
about fourteen days. 

In chronic cases of the disease, Blenkinsop found 
that a modification of the above was advantageous. 
The animals having been washed with a solution of 
creolin or Jeyes’ Fluid were, while wet, sprinkled 
with pure paraffin from a drop bottle (a quill 
through a cork), and the oil wiped over the surface 
with a pad of tow. 


Baths of chloride of lime gave good results, but 
left the skin harsh, and caused irritation if not 
properly diluted. When applied by hand the 
men’s fingers soon suffered unless precautions were 
adopted. Baths of corrosive sublimate or arsenic 
were employed, but appear to have failed to give 
the best results. 

For the treatment of sarcoptic mange, and for 
those preferring the orthodox greasy dressings and 
sulphur, a bland unirritating vehicle is necessary, 
and lard oil meets the requirements; there can be 
no doubt that the use of common oils should be 
avoided. 

In spite of the difficulties of treating mange dur¬ 
ing active operations the larger and better equipped 
hospitals showed good results. 

During 1901 the Veterinary Hospital at Johan¬ 
nesburg cured 70% of its 5000 mange cases; in 
Cape Colony Hospitals, 72% returned to duty out 
of 4000 admitted; of 27,300 cases in Remount 
Depots and Debility Farms, treated under Major 
Blenkinsop'3 directions during the last ten months 
of the war, 74% were cured. These figures, collected 
by different observers at widely different areas of 
hostilities, indicate that under the unfavourable 
conditions which prevail in war, including the delay 
in getting some cases until they are frequently past 
recovery, or complicated by debility, good veterinary 
management is capable of returning from 70 to 74% 
of mange cases to duty. 

It may give some notion of the ravages of the 
disease when we state that it took two and a half 
years after the war was ended to free the Army of 
Occupation from mange. The delay was not due 
to want of thoroughness in treatment, but to recur¬ 
rences of the disease on the same animals, and to 
re-infection from buildings and soil. 


LICE. 

Thousands of horses were affected with this 
parasite; fortunately they do not lead to a con¬ 
dition of inefficiency. Their origin is obscure, and 
one cannot be surprised at the old notion of “ breed¬ 
ing lice,” after witnessing a large army of previously 
clean men infected in a few weeks. Men suffered 
more than horses from this disgusting pest, and 
when it is borne in mind that there is no inter¬ 
change of clothing or blanket in the Field, it is 
remarkable that infection is so rapid and general. 

The origin and spread of this disease has never, 
we think, been satisfactorily explained. It is not 
derived from the horses, for not only is the human 
louse distinctive, but the infantry were infected to 
an incredible extent. It is astonishing that so little 
reliable knowledge exists regarding the genesis of 
this common affection. If men, in time of war, 
could be kept free from lice, and horses from 
mange, what untold comfort would result to both! 
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EPIZOOTIC LYMPHANGITIS. 

On 30th November, 1900, Captain (now Colonel) 
Blenkinsop found at Johannesburg two mules and 
a horse affected with a disease “showing symptoms 
of glanders, but I am suspicious of ulcerative lym¬ 
phangitis, known in Syria and Egypt as Sauraga .” * 
He had the animals inoculated with mallein, and 
they all reacted. This was unfortunate in one 
respect, as, for the time being, it appeared to settle 
the question; we now know, of course, that these 
were cases of mixed infection, and that a mere acci¬ 
dent prevented the existence of the disease being 
then declared. About six months later a report 
came from a Remount Depot in Cape Colony that 
some cases of pyaemia, previously cured, had broken 
out again. It was the recrudescence of these cases 
which first drew serious attention to the question ; 
the civil veterinary surgeon in charge was emphatic 
in not regarding the cases as being farcy, owing to 
the negative mallein reaction. But at that time 
we had ample evidence to show that glanders and 
farcy in the mule might not react to mallein, and 
the cases were accordingly dealt with as if gian- 
dered, and destroyed. During the remainder of 
1901, cases of “ farcy ” not corresponding in their 
clinical features to true farcy, and not reacting to 
mallein, were met with more frequently, and affected 
both horse and mule; throughout the early part of 
1902 these became still more numerous, but it was 
not until after the war had ended that it was pos¬ 
sible to take the matter in hand for investigation. 
Dr. Thieler was then able to show that the dis¬ 
charge from these cases always contained the 
cryptococcus of Rivolta. It was epizootic lymphan¬ 
gitis, the sauraga of Egypt, which had been steadily 
extending for eighteen months. 

The disease had previously been unknown in the 
Transvaal or Free State, but it was known in Cape 
Colony before the war, where, Dr. Hutcheon f tells 
us, it was called “ Tick Farcy.” 

It was not until a year after the war ended that 
matters became extremely serious.in South Africa. 
No less than 455 cases of the disease occurred dur¬ 
ing 1903-04; and so widely spread had it become 
that only seven units in the whole of the Army of 
Occupation were free from the affection. Further, 
it was increasing; the number of cases at the end 
of the year was double that at the beginning. 
While this disease was spreading glanders was de¬ 
creasing. The campaign against the latter affection 
was, by the middle of 1904, an assured success, and 
lymphangitis was at once taken in hand. We had 
meantime learned much about the disease; it was 
found that in favourable cases removal with the 
knife was the only reliable method of cure; the 
entire lymphatic vessel and its widely separated 
abscesses being dissected out in one piece. Wounds 
of extraordinary length were left, but early cases 
thus radically treated recovered, the percentage of 

• Extract from a report to the P.V.O. of the Army, 

f Report of Civil Veterinary Department, Cape Colony, 
for 1904 


success being between forty and fifty. The others 
were destroyed. Recurrence was a prominent 
feature; some six per cent, relapsed and were 
destroyed. 

It was evident that the most important cause of 
infection was the method of dressing slight stable 
wounds, adopted by battery and squadron farriers, 
of going from one case to the other with a bottle of 
dressing, and using the same piece of tow 7 or dirty 
sponge. In this way they carried the disease from 
one animal to another. An order was published 
directing attention to the sources of infection, and 
giving the history of the disease. The order went 
on to say that a determined effort was to be made 
to get rid of the epizootic by means of disinfection 
and inspection. Wounds were only to b3 dressed 
under skilled supervision, and fresh dressings used 
for each. Old dressings were to be destroyed; no 
wound was to be touched by the farrier’s fingers. 
As by this time stables with concrete floors had 
been built, the regular disinfection of these with a 
spray pump was ordered, so arranged that the 
whole of the stables were disinfected weekly. The 
pillars, bails and flooring of a standing occupied 
bv an affected case were scorched w T ith a plumber’s 
lamp, and the animals on either side of the affected 
were regarded as suspects and isolated. Everything 
depended on the loyal co-operation of the Depart¬ 
mental Staff, and that this was received was shown 
by the fact that the admission rate soon began to 
fall, so that for 1904 only one-third of the number 
of cases were admitted for the last half, as 
compared with the first half of the year. In ad¬ 
dition to the above, the discharge from wounds of 
all kinds in a unit was examined microscopically 
once a week, in order to make certain they con¬ 
tained no cryptococci. By the following year the 
disease was obliterated. 

The introduction of specific lymphangitis into 
the United Kingdom, by remounts sent home from 
South Africa after the War, will be referred to in 
the section on “ Demobilization.” 


SPECIFIC OPHTHALMIA . 

Shortly after the war ended Specific Ophthalmia 
became a veritable scourge. The disease was seen 
during the war, about December, 1901, but the 
number of cases w T ere few. Shortly after the de¬ 
claration of peace ophthalmia was reported from a 
Remount Depot in Cape Colony; before the end of 
the year the disease was found to be widely spread. 
Specific Ophthalmia appears to have been a new 
disease in South Africa; neither Dr. Hutcheon nor 
Dr. Theiler had previously met with it, and we may 
without hesitation declare it to have been imported 
with remounts. The conclusion was arrived at 
that it came with horses from America, in which 
country specific ophthalmia is common. 

The question, however, of origin is not so easily 
disposed of. 109,739 horses were purchased in the 
United States between November, 1899, and June, 
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1902; they were received as follows, round numbers 
being employed:— 

Nov., 1899, to March, 1900 1,200 

April, 1900, „ „ 1901 36,000 

„ 1901. 1902 62,400 

„ 1902, „ June, 1902 10,100 

Why should the disease only have declared itself 
after hostilities, in 1902? During the previous 
year 62,000 horses had been imported from America 
as against 37,000 in the two previous periods. Why 
should not some of the 37,000 have shown signs of 
the disease? We at once confess our inability to 
answer the question. It might be urged that after 
the war the general wastage at once dropped, and 
that the remaining horses, including the 10,100 
imported up to June, 1902, lived, instead of dying 
as those of 1899 to March, 1901, had done. If it 
could be shown that the disease was subsequently 
equally distributed between the survivors of the 
campaign and the new horses admitted to the 
country between April and June, 1902, there would 
be something in favour of the view that we did not 
meet with the affection until some months after 
the war concluded, as the previous horses died 
before the disease had time to develop, but we can 
hardly think this is the case. It is significant that 
of the units attacked, the ftemount Depots, con¬ 
taining the last purchased horses, practically all 
from the United States, suffered out of all propor¬ 
tion to the others. In one depot no less than 48% 
were affected, in another 25 %. 

During the second year after the war over 14 % 
of the horses of the Army of Occupation were 
affected with the disease, yielding no fewer than 
2000 cases. Never has periodic ophthalmia pre¬ 
viously existed on such a gigantic scale! 

It is a reasonable supposition that when a disease 
suddenly breaks out and spreads it is due to a con- 
tagium; in the case of this outbreak of specific 
ophthalmia every known method of attempting to 
communicate the disease by direct inoculation failed. 
This pointed to an intermediate host, and the fly fell 
under suspicion, but the use of eye-fringes failed to 
prevent its occurrence. Apart from the general 
history there was direct evidence of its infectivity. 
A remount depot where the disease was rife was 
broken up, and its horses distributed to two other 
depots where the disease bad scarcely been known. 
The result wa9 that ophthalmia became an absolute 
scourge at these depots. Beyond this point we 
were unable to go, and the agent of transmission 
remained undetected. 

Few cases of the disease were seen in Colonial 
animals, but at this time only a few existed in the 
service. Mules did not suffer to the extent of 
horses, and the South African mule less than the 
one from the United States. During the third year 
after the war the disease among horses declined. 
From 14% admissions in 1903-04, it fell to 7% in 
1904-05; with the mules matters remained at a 
standstill, or were slightly worse. Advantage was 
taken during this year to ascertain the proportion 


of primary and recurrent attacks. These are shown 
in the following table;— 

Of every 100 admissions from the disease— 



Horses 

Males 

Primary attacks 

50*47 ... 

75-62 

Second 

32-23 ... 

16-80 

Third 

1100 ... 

3-36 

Fourth „ 

4-40 ... 

1-68 

Fifth 

110 ... 

1-68 

Sixth 

•62 ... 

•84 

Seventh „ 

•15 ... 

— 


During the fourth year after the war the disease 
became still further reduced, and eventually passed 
away. It is greatly to be regretted that no de¬ 
finite source of infection was discovered. It was 
a sound measure to treat the affection as microbic, 
and it is possible that the stall disinfection, so 
thoroughly practised for Epizootic Lymphangitis, 
was one of the means by which the affection was 
subsequently abolished. The causes of the trouble, 
and its ravages after the war among a body of 
animals previously comparatively free will ever 
remain a mystery. 

TONGUE DISEASE. 

This disease was entirely new to the Veterinary 
Service. It is characterised by the formation of 
vesicles on the tongue, and sometimes on the lips. 
The vesicles inside the mouth, instead of running a 
simple course, ulcerate, converting the tongue into 
a complex of ragged ulcers with sloughing masses 
of the tongue tissue and intense fetor. Acute cases 
died from starvation, as feeding was impossible, 
and in those examined post mortem the ulceration 
was found to extend to the back of the tongue and 
fauces, with deep destructive necrosis of tongue, 
soft palate, and even the cheeks. Attempts were 
made to reproduce the disease by inoculation, but 
failed, yet it can hardly be doubted that it was con¬ 
tagious. Few animals escaped an eruption on the 
lips resembling variola, though fatal cases occurred 
in which there was no such eruption. 

Nothing was seen of the disease until May, 1901, 
and at that time it appeared to be widely dis¬ 
tributed over Cape Colony and the Free State, 
causing a relatively high mortality. Veterinary 
hospitals and remount depots were affected, and 
also units in the Field. Of its existence in the 
Transvaal at this time there is no record, but the 
disease was known there, as it is recorded by 
Dr. Thieler, who had observed several outbreaks 
before the war. 

During 1902 very little was heard of the disease, 
and the cases which occurred were milder. It is a 
subject for regret that more information of a definite 
character was not obtained regarding this affection, 
which in some respects resembles vesicular stoma¬ 
titis, though infinitely more acute than this disease 
as seen in Europe. The inability to convey it by 
inoculation and the mortality are also in great con¬ 
trast to the benign disease. The affection caused 
widespread inefficiency during the winter of 1901. 
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BILIARY FEVER. 

This disease in South Africa was made known 
by the work of the late Dr. Hutcheon in 1883, who 
found it was prevalent in the Cape Peninsula, 
along the East Coast, and for a hundred miles 
inland, later on he observed it had spread all over 
the South African Colonies. 

In the Cape Peninsula nearly every imported 
horse was found to suffer, and, it may be added, 
dogs also. It was not the first time Biliary Fever 
had been met with by the Veterinary Department 
of the Army, for in India imported Australian 
horses suffer, likewise horses imported into Egypt. 

The horse of South Africa does not suffer from 
Biliary Fever, he has an acquired immunity, though 
his blood contains the organism, and when inocu-1 
lated into a susceptible animal it conveys the disease 
with certainty. The cause of biliary fever is a para¬ 
site in the red blood cells, closely allied to that met 
with in man in malarial fever, and in the ox in “red 
water.” Thieler worked at the disease during the 
war, and a year or so after its conclusion proved 
that the source of infection was the red tick found 
principally in the region of the fundament. The 
tick is picked up while grazing; abundant observa¬ 
tions show that on the high veldt stabled horses are 
relatively immune, though this was not observed by 
Hutcheon in the coast districts. During the cam¬ 
paign a vast amount of inefficiency resulted from 
this disease, for all imported horses were liable to 
attack. It is more prevalent in the early spring 
and hot season, the period at which the campaign 
broke out, and horses so attacked are rapidly rend¬ 
ered useless. It is not known how many of the 
thousands of sick and debilitated horses were af¬ 
fected with the disease, but a very high percentage. 
Had our knowledge of the affection been as com¬ 
plete at the beginning of the campaign as it was 
subsequently, it is difficult to see what preventive 
measures could have been adopted. To keep ani¬ 
mals free from ticks is a council of perfection under 
service conditions. The mortality from the disease 
a year after the war was 16 %: during the war it 
was infinitely higher. 

OSTEOPOROSIS, 

This disease appeared in Argentine horses im¬ 
ported to the Cape in 1898, and was described as 
such by Lieut, (now Major) A. H. Lane, A.V.D. 
Nothing more was heard of it until 1904, though 
isolated cases had occurred from time to time 
among the civil horses in the Cape Peninsula. In 
the latter year the cases became so numerous in 
Cape Town and its suburbs, that a special inquiry 
was instituted by the Cape Veterinary Department. 
In the language of Dr. Hutcheon, it had “ become 
the greatest scourge affecting horses in the Penin¬ 
sula.” In the early part of the same year a large 
number of military mules at Middleburg Cape, a 
long distance from Cape Town, were found to be 


affected with lameness following on wet and cold 
weather. This was attributed at first to rheum¬ 
atism, but as the number in hospital gradually rose 
to 250, it became evident that something more 
serious existed. An inspection of these animals 
showed the presence of osteo-porosis; the lower jaw 
was thickened in many cases, and deformity of the 
face existed. Some animals in attempting to rise 
would tear away the joint ligaments from their 
insertions. A few post mortem examinations de¬ 
cided the nature of the affection. Fortunately it 
was localized. The horses in the same station were 
generally unaffected, so that the food and water 
appeared to be above suspicion. Notwithstanding, 
a change in diet, especially to green food, was 
found to be productive of marked benefit among 
these animals, though Dr. Hutcheon was unable 
to confirm this view among the civil animals under 
his care at Cape Town. The history of the disease 
points to importation from the Argentine and the 
United States; it was known in Africa among 
imported race-horses before the war. Whether, as 
Lieut. Lane held, it was purely a dietetic disease 
dependent on a shortage of lime in the food was not 
settled. Personally we regarded it as microbic. 


PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 

Throughout the campaign pleuro-pneumonia 
among the transport oxen was always present; 
13,700 cases were reported between April, 1900, 
and February, 1902, and the majority of these 
either died or were destroyed. These numbers 
cannot represent the total number of cases occur¬ 
ring, for the disease was widely spread before the 
war, and probably no column escaped infection. 
As a means of keeping the disease under control 
inoculation was practised. It was impossible for 
this to be carried out by skilled labour; every man 
who has been with cattle in South Africa considers 
himself capable of inoculating. These people fre¬ 
quently employed putrid serum and decomposing 
lung, the latter actually introduced into a slit in the 
tail and bound in position. The losses from inocu¬ 
lation carried out under these conditions was con¬ 
siderable ; even with the greatest care some loss 
will be experienced, for the local reaction is fre 
quently intense. A source of infection, not only of 
pleuro-pneumonia, but of other diseases, was ani¬ 
mals abandoned by the enemy in order to be picked 
' up by ourselves. It was an artifice justifiable in 
war, and a trap into which commanders and others 
frequently fell. No captured animals should be 
placed among those of the army until inspected and 
found free from disease. 

The general principles of dealing with a threat¬ 
ened outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia in the Field have 
already been narrated at p. 59. The collection of 
serum for this work should invariably be carried 
out by a professional man ; no one else appreciates 
the importance of cleanliness, freedom from bipod 
and fragments of tissue. 
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CATTLE PLAGUE. 

The outbreak of this disease in 1901 has received 
notice at p. 206; it was necessary to introduce the 
subject at that point in order to give a clear picture 
of the difficulties occurring from month to month 
during the campaign. We have already seen the 
condition of affairs resulting from the outbreak of 
Rinderpest, and the losses among the transport 
cattle from this and other causes down to December, 
1901. By this date the control of the disease was 
well in hand, and the general death rate had fallen 
to 11%. The following table shows the mortality 
among oxen from all causes for 1902:— 


January 

Strength 

63,800 

Deaths 

9*27% 

February 

68,700 

4-69 

March 

74,700 

4-83 

April 

75,500 

4-42 

May 

74,300 

4-62 

June 

69,300 

6.31 


It is not possible to say what proportion of the 
deaths in the table were due to Rinderpest, but the 
number would be relatively small after January, 
as by December most of the animals had been 
inoculated. 

Sufficient for our purpose has been stated, at 
p. 207, of the difficulties of controlling a disease 
like Rinderpest in time of war. The great thing 
was to establish inoculations as early as possible, 
and the Serum Stations which were opened have 
already been noticed. The material used for inocu¬ 
lation, pending the lengthy process of serum pro¬ 
duction, was the injection of rinderpest bile, either 
in a pure condition, or after being mixed with 
glycerine. * The point is still unsettled what risk 
attaches to inoculation with pure bile. 

It will be remembered that bile inoculation was 
the discovery made by Professor Koch during the 
outbreak of Rinderpest in South Africa, in 1896-97. 
He collected the bile from the sixth to the eighth 
day of the disease, and employed 10 c.c. as a dose 
which gave a temporary immunity of four months 
or less; such a period is of the greatest value in a 
campaign, and if the bile inoculation could be kept 
up every three months protection would be main¬ 
tained. The question of whether pure bile can pro¬ 
duce the disease is even now not settled. Turner 
and Kolle deny it, but the late Dr. Hutcheon, of 
Cape Colony, and his veterinary staff generally, 
were opposed to the use of pure bile, which they 
regarded as unsafe. Bile can be rendered free from 
any chance of producing Rinderpest by mixing it 
with glycerine. Glycerine destroyes the virulence 
of Rinderpest blood, but not the immunising sub¬ 
stances, and glycerinated bile, in 20 to 30 c.c. doses, 
was used for the control of the disease in Cape 
Colony, pending the production of serum, while in 

• Two parts of Bile (preferably a mixture of biles) to one 
part of Glycerine, well stirred, and left to 9 tand for eight 
days. In cases of urgency it can be used in 48 hours. 


the Free State pure bile, in 10 to 20 c.c. doses, was 
largely used. Unfortunately there are no figures 
available by which the value of these processes 
might be compared. The late Lieut.-Col. Fiintoff 
spoke enthusiastically of the benefit of pure bile 
inoculations in dealing with the disease in the Free 
State. Dr. Turner* denies that if collected at the 
sixth to eighth day of the disease it ever produces 
Rinderpest. Kolle found that bile collected at the 
third or fourth day may produce the disease, and it 
seems not unlikely that some of the differences of 
opinion may be due to the period at which the fluid 
has been collected. For instance,—during the 
campaign, when bile was urgently required, it must 
frequently have happened that the animal was de¬ 
stroyed too early in the disease. It appeared to 
those responsible for dealing with the epizootic in 
Cape Colony that glycerinated bile gave no risks, 
and it was accordingly adopted. 

The disadvantages of temporary immunity led, 
very early in rinderpest investigation, to the 
search for a better and more permanent method. 
Turner and Kolle devised that now in present use, 
known as the simultaneous method of serum and 
virulent blood. The antidote is injected into one 
shoulder and the poison into the opposite one. The 
animal passes through a febrile reaction and obtains 
immunity, the loss from the reaction being under 
two per cent. 

The presence of Dr. Turner at Pretoria during 
the epizootic was of great value; together with 
Dr. Theiler, he established a Serum Station, and 
some thousands of doses of serum were produced, 
but the outbreak was principally controlled by 
Koch’s bile method, as an army cannot wait three 
months for serum. The bile method in the Trans¬ 
vaal was divided into two stages: first, the gly¬ 
cerinated bile, which incapacitates an animal for 
about ten days, followed by a pure bile inoculation, 
which conveyed a long, or, as some think, an ever¬ 
lasting immunity. The Transvaal experience was 
that pure fresh bile should not be employed in the 
first instance, as it tended to intensify the character 
of the disease in those animals already infected, 
while its immunising effect was too slowly de¬ 
veloped to protect healthy animals left in contact 
with the sick. Jugular injection of glycerinated 
bile conveys earlier immunity than a subcutaneous 
injection ; in the case of animals urgently required 
for transport purposes in an infected area, jugular 
inoculations were practised with good results. 

The work connected with Rinderpest on the 
various Transport and Supply Farms has already 
been referred to at p. 273. 

SAND COLIC 

The occurrence of sand colic among horses and 
mules on service will never be'capable of entire 
prevention. The amount of mud and sand taken 
up with the water and food in a day would be as¬ 
tonishing if it could be brought together. Whether 

•Now Bir George Turner. 
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animals graze or are hay fed in the lines, they are 
compelled to take in a certain amount of adhering 
sand. Fortunately the majority of horses get rid 
of it regularly with the faeces, but others store it 
up, and it then becomes a most fruitful source of 
trouble and mortality. The prevention of sand 
accumulations among animals living in the open 
should be one of the constant cares of the com¬ 
manders of mounted units, and a great deal may be 
effected by cleanliness in feeding and watering. If 
blankets are in use the hay may be placed on them. 
Animals who deliberately eat sand should be muz¬ 
zled after feeding, and extra salt given with the 
rations. Watering from a pond should, where 
possible, be effected by buckets, for the slime and 
bottom generally are turned up by the first animals 
which enter; watering from a running stream with 
a rocky bottom is free from objection, but ail rivers 
in flood after heavy rain are sure to be charged with 
a considerable amount of mud in suspension, and 
for this there is no practical remedy on a large 
scale. 

Despite every effort a considerable amount of 
sand and mud will be swallowed, but care will 
afford protection against preventable ingestion. 


DEBILITY. 

No reference to the diseases met with on a large 
scale during the war would be complete without 
mentioning the most common of all others, debility 
and exhaustion. The causes for these have been 
sufficiently studied in the body of this history ; we 
have traced the origin to the semi-starvation diet 
allowed, and subsequently to the employment of 
hopelessly unfit horses for the hardest work animals 
are ever called upon to perform. It is unnecessary 
to labour the point any further. That there was 
contributory negligence on the part of regimental 
commanders has been repeatedly shown, that there 
was neglect as the result of a total ignorance of the 
animals’ requirements has equally been demon¬ 
strated, but beneath all this lies the one solid fact 
that, after the trained horses of the Cavalry had 
been utterly destroyed by starvation, there was 
nothing to take their place but raw, untrained, soft, 
weakly, underfed creatures, themselves already sick. 
These, we have seen, filled the ranks from the 
advance from Bloemfontein in May, 1900, onwards. 
It is not to be supposed that all the remounts 
during the remaining two years of the war were 
equally as “ soft ” as the above; desperate efforts 
were made to get some of them into “ condition ” 
for work, and as we have seen, in skilled hands, 
success was obtained, but the time allowed was 
never sufficient for the purpose generally, and, as 
mentioned at pp. 188-9, nothing but a suspension of 
hostilities in 1901 could have effected any all-round 
improvement. Fresh drafts of officers and men for 
the regular forces, and an entire change in the 
Yeomanry and Colonial contingents, were another 
and unavoidable cau*e of inefficiency, for these had 


first to learn their work before they could practise 
it. Finally, the working out of horses to the last 
possible effort was a proceeding of incalulable harm, 
and one which was not always under regimental 
control. No difficulty exists in finding adequate 
explanation of the fact that tens of thousands of 
horses were rendered useless after a few days’ 
service; the sole difficulty is in furnishing a reason¬ 
able explanation of why a practice so obviously 
destructive was persisted in in the face of all ex¬ 
perience and common sense. Into this question, 
as we have said elsewhere, we cannot enter, but 
it would appear that the power and endurance of 
unfit horses were either not understood or were 
over-estimated. Lord Kitchener’s examination be¬ 
fore the Royal Commission threw no light on the 
matter, for the question does not appear to have 
been raised, perhaps for the reason that the scope of 
the Commission was confined to the period between 
the beginning of the war and the occupation of 
Pretoria. 

The utility of thousands of horses was limited to 
a few days, in many cases a few hours, but the 
general rate of wastage for the war was 25% a 
month, so that every horse with the columns was 
replaced three times in the year, or four months 
as the mean duration of effective life, whereas it 
ought to have been nearly thirteen. The main 
cause of this wastage was debility, and from this 
alone thousands of horses every month entered 
hospitals or debility farms, see p. 186. 

It has been mentioned, at p. 137, that when 
animals are reduced in consequence of hard work 
and insufficient food their recuperation cannot take 
place on corn; if the material is not assimilated it 
lies in the intestinal canal and undergoes little or 
no digestion, and, in fact, frequently causes irrita¬ 
tion. What is required for such cases is grass, the 
natural diet of horses; but this is only obtainable 
in South Africa during the rainy season. What 
remains after that is a desiccated stem and leaves, 
deprived of their natural juices, and as useful, at the 
end of winter, as thatching for restoring the debili¬ 
tated. Green crops of almost any kind, but espe¬ 
cially barley produce an astonishing improvement 
in debilitated horses, and the cultivation of these 
crops, both at debility farms and hospitals, was es¬ 
tablished as a routine measure late in the war. Jt is 
obvious how difficult it was to obtain the very food 
on which the recovery of these animals depended. 
The weakest and most constitutionally delicate suc¬ 
cumbed, generally as the result of a cold night or 
heavy rain-fall. Those with a little more life left in 
them would be found down in the morning and 
utterly unable to rise of their own accord. They 
required to be lifted bodily upon their legs, and the 
warmth of a generous sun did the rest. How many 
died on farms through no help being at hand to 
assist them on to their legs will never be known. 

The drafting of horses from one debility class to 
another is an essential feature in management; it 
is no use putting the strong and the weak together; 
all weaklings must be together, all those improving 
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form a second class, while a first class is represented 
by those fit for grain feeding, and from which selec¬ 
tions are made once or twice a week for transfer to 
Remounts with a view to subsequent issue. With¬ 
out some such rough classification farms are not 
doing their best work ; horses get overlooked, and, 
worst of all, the weak and strong are thrown to¬ 
gether. Classification and grouping are the two 
cardinal points for the Remount Officer to attend 
to, and while this is taking place the Veterinary 
Officer should be inspecting for infectious and con¬ 
tagious diseases, and weeding out any which appear 
to be hopeless and show no sign of improvement. 
This work cannot be hurried, and it is desirable that 
the classes should be made as small as possible for 
convenience of inspection. 

A good supply of clean drinking water is essential; 
if this does not already exist in the paddocks, an 
officer should be deputed to see the various classes 
taken to water in mob formation, for no one else 
will do the work conscientiously. It is astonishing 
how rapidly horses adjust themselves to their new 
surroundings when in large numbers. If they have 
to be taken to water twice a day, they will be found 
collected awaiting the event; the first day or two 
may lead to an attempt at a scamper, and conse¬ 
quent falls from sheer muscular weakness, but they 
soon come into line, and solemnly walk off to water 
or grazing in a long drawn out procession conducting 
themselves with perfect propriety. Any attempt to 
hustle debility cases by trotting to save time should 
lead to the immediate dismissal of the offender. 
The animals must walk, be handled quietly, coaxed 
and encouraged; whips should be unknown. Three 
or four mounted men, skilled at the work, will con¬ 
duct some hundreds of horses, one riding at the 
head, another at the tail, and one on either side. 
Every man who can ride will not be a stock-rider; 
we learned much of this work from our over-sea 
colonial brother, though his methods are frequently 
too rough and boisterous for horses in a state of 
debility. With water, grazing, and constant super¬ 
vision a month will see astonishing improvement 
even in the worst cases $ three months should see 
the majority of the horses in the ranks. 

The man whose perseverance and attention suc¬ 
cessfully manages a debility farm, and keeps up a 
regular supply of suitable animals for the Remount 
Depot cannot be too well rewarded for his work at 
the end of the campaign. The secret of success 
lies in the eye of the master, and that must be kept 
focussed on its objective for as many hours as the 
sun is above the horizon. 

No attempt has been made in this outline to deal 
in detail with the question of debility farms and 
their management. In the above sketch almost 
ideal conditions have been assumed. In practice 
the reverse will be met with, and the ability of 
those in oharge will be shown by their adaptability 
and resourcefulness in making the best of exist¬ 
ing conditions. The first step is to arrange 


for water and grazing; then classification, group¬ 
ing, and regular inspection; after these, attention 
must be paid to manger construction, and shelters 
for the worst cases. The results following on this 
systematic organisation will be astonishing, pro¬ 
vided the officer in charge thinks of his horses all 
day, and dreams of them at night. 

Where debility farms are under no organisation, 
the state of affairs which will result is that 
described at pp. 137 and 202 of this History. 


WOUNDS AND INJURIES. 

The wounds and injuries which occur to the 
mind as being associated with war are those due to 
firearms. As a matter of fact they represented 
during the South African War quite a minor and 
relatively unimportant part of the trouble. Readers 
of this History must have been impressed by this 
fact. We are anxious, however, not to press the 
point too far, for a very different tale would have 
had to be related had the British Forces in South 
Africa been engaged by numbers equal to their own, 
and as numerically well-equipped with weapons of 
destruction. 

In European Wars the proportion of horses hit 
is generally greater than that of men. During the 
wars, 1866 to 1870-1, for every 100 Cavalry soldiers 
killed or wounded in action there were 140 horses, 
and for every 100 Artillerymen there were 130 
horses. In the operations at Mars la Tour, confined 
to Cavalry against Cavalry, the three German Cavalry 
Divisions lost in hand-to-hand fighting 14-7% of 
their men, and 16*3% of horses. The fire losses 
occasioned by Cavalry charging Infantry may be 
illustrated by the losses of the French Cuirassiers 
at the Battle of Worth, where 30% of the men and 
57% of the horses were lost; the German charge 
against Infantry at Bapaume resulted in 10% of the 
men and 24% of the horses falling. * It is evident, 
therefore, that the relatively small proportion of 
horses hit in South Africa does not represent the 
normal state of affaire, though it is probable that in 
the future cover for horses will be far more care¬ 
fully taken. The explanation of the preponderance 
of horses hit over that of men is, of course, due to 
the larger target. It is not only higher, but wider 
and infinitely deeper than that of a man. When 
exposed broadside on to a fire, the effect is greatly 
increased, for not only is the target many times 
larger, but a bullet passing through the cavity of 
the chest or» abdomen has but little of its velocity 
removed, and may continue on its way and pass 
through two or three other horses, depending upon 
the range at which it was fired. 


* “The Loss of Horses in War,” Veterinary-Captain 
F. Smith .—Journal of the Royal United Service Institution. 
Vol. 38, 1894. 
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ARTILLERY FIRE. 

Fire injuries are grouped into those produced by 
artillery and those caused by infantry. The trifling 
losses occasioned by artillery fire in South Africa 
produced a feeling of contempt for all but its moral 
qualities. For instance, many thousands of shell 
were fired into Ladysmith, but the losses both 
among men and horses were small. On 6th January 
a battery stood in the op*n and was shelled from 
three sides, and had but three men and fourteen 
horses killed and wounded. We have seen at p. 67 
that over 20,000 shell were fired into Mafeking 
during the siege, yet the total number of animals 
hit was thirty out of an original strength of roughly 
700. The strength diminished considerably from 
February onwards, so that the percentage hit would 
be higher than that indicated, nevertheless it was 
insignificant. The explanation of the small loss 
from the Republican Artillery was due to the fact 
that they favoured common shell. Shrapnel, as 
used by our artillery, is most destructive, and we 
have noted at p. 67 the number of bullets lodged in 
the body of one horse exposed to this form of fire. 
At p. 46 also we have seen the recorded effect of a 
40-pounder shrapnel fired into Ladysmith, which 
killed or wounded twenty-four mules and four men. 
It would be absurd to discount the destructive 
effects of artillery fire from South African experi¬ 
ence alone. In a European War with larger masses 
engaged, and innumerable guns pumping in iron 
from quick firing guns, the destruction, as shown by 
the recent war in the Balkans, is terrible. 

Shrapnel fire kills or wounds with its bullets, 
common shell by the bursting of the projectile. In 
this latter case, if the shell fails to kill, by disem- 
bowelment or the removal of head or limb, quite a 
crop of jagged wounds may occur as the fragments 
scatter. These may be confined to the skin, or 
portions of the underlying muscles may be torn 
away. The horse fortunate enough to receive only 
grazes from flying fragments may be some little 
time under treatment, owing to the sloughing of the 
flaps, for the bruising is considerable. We have 
seen this was the case in Mafeking, where the 
wounds became indolent and sloughed; but there 
were two factors at work here, the pounding of the 
tissues and animals on siege rations, see also p.67a. 


RIFLE FIRE. 

The bullet employed by the Republican Forces 
was chiefly the modem projectile common to all 
European Armies ; but bullets of greater calibre 
were frequently used, especially the Martini. The 
long, narrow, present-day bullet is not devised for 
the purposes of humanity, but for its increased range 
and accuracy, and for the larger number of rounds 
which may be carried for a given weight. Incident¬ 
ally, it is more humane, and unless a large bone be 
struck or vessels severed, no immediate, and fre¬ 
quently no subsequent, inconvenience results from 


the muscular wounds it produces. The"bullet, by 
being made long and narrow, offers the least resist¬ 
ance to its passage through the air, and so long as 
it is in equilibrium it maintains its long axis parallel 
to its line of flight. At extreme ranges there is a 
tendency for its centre of gravity to become dis¬ 
placed, and the bullet may make half a revolution 
and strike base foremost; far more serious, from a 
surgical point of view, is the fact that the projectile 
may make one quarter of a revolution and strike 
side on. This will produce a wound of the most 
extensive nature. 

There was little learned about the behaviour of 
narrow bullets during the war which had not been 
arrived at by experiments on the dead body during 
peace. * The destructive effects of the bullet de¬ 
pends upon it velocity and the resistance offered to 
its passage by the various structures of the body. 
The opposition offered by a purely muscular mass 
is relatively small, so that the projectile passes out, 
or ploughs its way for a considerable distance into 
the soft parts of the body. With bone the matter 
is different, those offering very little resistance, 
such as the blade of the scapula, are punched 
and the edges starred; with dense bones, such as 
those of the limbs, the resistance is considerable, 
the effects are consequently almost explosive in 
violence and the bullet partly breaks up. Pulver¬ 
ising effects may also be met with in the semi- 
rarified hones of the knee and hock joints, doubtless 
owing to the depth of tissue to be traversed. 

In muscle pure and simple the path is narrow; 
there may be a channel little, if any, larger than 
the bullet, the path being identified by the trifling 
muscular h®morrhage The length of the channel 
depends on the part struck; in the cavities of the 
chest and abdomen the bullet may find exit, with 
sufficient remaining velocity to enter one or more 
horses. In the muscular masses of the hind quarters 
the projectile may pass across and be found under 
the skin of the opposite side; when the animal is 
hit in purely muscular masses the bullet travels an 
extraordinary distance, and far out of reach. There 
may be two or three such wounds in the same 
animal which cause no inconvenience if vessels or 
bones have been avoided. The frequency with 
which these bullets twisted and turned in their 
course is noted at p. 17 d. 

Wounds from ricochets are frequent, and may be 
extraordinarily severe; this, of course, is due to the 
I amount of distortion the bullet receives before 
striking the body. 

One of the greatest difficulties in practice is to 
determine where the horse is hit: the surface of the 
body has to be carefully searched to enable a minute 
cleanly punched hole to be discovered, the size is 
out of ail proportion to the bullet, for the skin is 
elastic and stretches to allow the projectile to enter. 
We may be directed in our search for the point of 
entry by the existence of a little coagulated blood 

* “ The effect of the Lee-Metford Ballet on the Bones of 
the Horse.” Veterinary-Captain F. Smith, Journal of tht 
floyal United Service Institution, Vol. 38, 1894. 
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matting the hair; beyond this there is nothing to 
show, though the most extensive destruction may 
exist within. If the bullet gains exit the skin 
opening is larger and generally everted. 

Injuries to the chest or abdomen are either fatal 
in a short time, or, if they have failed to find a vital 
spot, they cause no inconvenience. Such happy 
results are more common in the chest than in the 
abdomen, where a bullet can hardly fail to catch 
something in its course, generally the intestines, 
resulting in many and widely separated perforations, 
depending on the position of the convolutions at 
the moment of injury. 

Injuries to the hoof present a remarkable cbar- 
acter. When a bullet strikes the wall, the horn 
fibres open to admit it and at once close. They 
behave exactly as a piece of rubber does when fired 
into. Not a trace of blood may mark the spot of 
entry or exit, but merely a slight mark or graze of 
the horn, as if it had been in contact with a sharp 
pointed piece of rock, yet the structures within may 
be pulverised. This class of injury, fortunately 
rare, will always be a difficulty in practice; even a 
larger bullet, such as the Remington, may strike 
the hoof, enter, and leave practically no trace 
of its presence within. 

The great lesson learned during the war in 
connection with bullet wounds was that of non¬ 
interference. There is ordinarily no reason what¬ 
ever why a bullet should not remain in the body; 
with exceptions to be presently mentioned it causes 
no inconvenience. Probing is useless and danger¬ 
ous, the clot of blood sealing the orifice is thereby 
removed, and whatever is introduced into the 
channel only aggravates what may be a perfectly 
simple wound. Injuries to the face involving 
damage to the molar teeth form an exception to non¬ 
interference, for the broken fragments of tooth 
should be removed and any loose portions of bone. 
Injuries below the knee and hock are frequently 
penetrating ; if such is not the case the bullet may 
be felt, and should be removed, as it may prove a 
mechanical impediment to the working of the parts. 
If out of harms way it should be left alone. The 
extraction of bullets with the forceps supplied at 
the early part of the war, was a surgical opera¬ 
tion far more destructive than the bullet; it con 
verted a simple into a complex wound. A bullet 
near enough to the surface to be grasped may be 
removed with dressing or other forceps, though it 
is infinitely more tenacious of removal than this 
statement may imply. 

When a long bone is hit and pulverized, there is no 
question of the extent of damage, for the part feels 
like a bag of marbles ; but some joints, notably the 
knee and hock and the foot, may be pulverized 
within without any destructive feel being imparted 
on manipulation. Wounds of vessels are rapidly 
fatal when large trunks are involved, otherwise the 
surgery of the vessels is less important than in man. 

There is always a difficulty in the Field in obtain¬ 
ing anything like exact "information^regarding fire 


injuries to animals; the man knows that his horse 
has been killed or seriously injured, and that it 
either fell at once or shortly after being hit. But 
where the injury occurred he is naturally ignorant, 
for the reason previously noted. When neither 
man nor horse return, the animal may or may not 
have been hit, but have passed into the hands of the 
enemy. It is only in siege operations that any 
opportunity exists for making an expert examina¬ 
tion of each case of injury, yet a knowledge of the 
percentage of horses bit, and the proportion of 
fatal, serious and slight cases is of the greatest 
interest. In the Field, the more seriously injured 
animals are unable to move, and may consequently 
be returned as missing instead of wounded. Where 
large vessels are cut they bleed to death on the 
spot, and if the long bones of the limb are pulver¬ 
ized they remain where they are. Consequently, it 
is only those horses able to walk after being 
wounded, or still capable of carrying their riders, 
which subsequently find their way into a Field 
Hospital for treatment, and this no doubt has led 
many to regard the narrow bullet as producing in¬ 
significant results on the horse. 

In the siege of Mafeking 79 bullet injuries were 
inflicted on horses, of these 52 died, 15 were 
destroyed, and only 12 recovered (seep.67). All 
the injuries were produced by the Mauser rifle, and 
a weapon which can inflict 85% of fatal or in¬ 
curable cases cannot be regarded as ineffective. 
Head’s results * were much the same. The regi¬ 
ment he was with had 163 horses hit, and of these 
77 3% were either killed outright or had to be 
destroyed. 

The position of injuries on the body is informa¬ 
tion of the greatest interest, but, unfortunately, 
with one exception, no exact records are available. 
With man it is known that injuries of the upper 
half of the body are more frequent than those of 
the lower half, but we have very little of an exact 
nature to determine these questions for the horse. 
Theoretically his trunk must be hit more frequently 
than the limbs owing to the considerable area it 
offers. We are indebted to Captain (now Colonel) 
J. Moore for an exact classification of his wounded 
at the action of Ramathlabama (see p. 64 of this 
History). Of 300 horses present, 83 were hit, or 
27 %. Thirty-nine were killed outright or unable 
to leave the Field, and forty-four were subsequently 
treated for their wounds, of which the following 


gives the situation:— 


Injuries to hind limbs and quarters 

23 

„ „ fore „ 

6 

„ „ trunk 

11 

,, ,, head 

4 


Hits in the thigh and stifle were more frequent 
than elsewhere, and the excess of hind wounds over 
wounds of the fore part of the body may, in this 
case, be explained by the force having to retire. 
Only one animal waB hit in the foot. 

• Op. Cit. 
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The essential fact revealed by the War was the 
absolute necessity for adopting a conservative and 
expectant attitude in the treatment of rifle injuries. 


VELDT SORES. 

This class of sore was found among the horses in 
the Field, especially during General French's cam¬ 
paign on the Pongola (related at p. 158 b.). From the 
description given of it as an indolent ulcer affecting 
the limbs it would appear to resemble Bursattee. 
Others believed it to be caused by the irritating 
nature of the mud in which the animals were stand¬ 
ing for weeks, but we have seen (at p. 166) that it 
occurred in the almost waterless northern territory. 
The matter is one on which we have little informa¬ 
tion, and apart from the above-mentioned outbreaks 
the disease did not generally appear among the 
horses in the Field. 


INJURIES PROM LIGHTNING. 

These were very common, or rather deaths from 
lightning stroke occurred probably every week dur¬ 
ing the wet season. A team of bullocks or mules, 
or three or four horses, might fall at a single stroke. 
The total loss of life from this cause throughout 
the campaign would be quite considerable, but 
records are wanting. It is remarkable how little 
there is to show on the surface of the bodies. 
Doubtless the hair and pigment of the skin conceal 
the tracings found in man, but there is frequently 
scarcely any singeing of the hair to indicate that 
the animal has been struck. 


VELDT BURNS. 

These were caused by the disastrous fires that 
occur, generally through carelessness, during the 
dry season. The fire spreads with extraordinary 
rapidity, and animals tied up on the picket line 
have very little chance of escape. In such cases 
the feet and limbs in severe cases are burned to 
such an extent as to demand the animal’s destruc¬ 
tion. If retained under treatment large areas of 
skin slough off, exposing the parts beneath, and 
indicating the hopeless results of further efforts. 

Any camp in grass lands which, during the dry 
season, is to be occupied for longer than a night, 
should have an eight-feet clearing made ail around it. 


SEPTIC VILLITIS. 

This class of injury was very common in the 
thorn country, see p. 166, where it caused a serious 
amount of inefficiency and subsequent loss from 
septio infection. No preventive measures suggest 
themselves. In the matter of treatment, the thorns 
^known in South Africa as 14 Wait-a-bit,” and grow¬ 
ing on a variety of acacia) are most difficult to 
remove; they break off flush with the skin and 


produce acute inflammatory trouble.. In India, 
poultices of the earth thrown up by the white 
ant is employed to extract thorns, and in tropical 
and sub-tropical operations this remedy might be 
employed. 

Injuries resulting in the serious class of affection 
know as Quittor have been sufficiently dealt with 
at p. 244; those due to Heel-gall have been 
described at p.274 ; Sore-backs at p.245. 


POISONOUS PLANTS. 

South Africa is not only the home of Epizootic 
diseases but also of a large number of poisonous 
plants, of which, even at the present day, very little 
is exactly known. Animals which have to gather 
their keep in the open are naturally much more 
exposed to infection than those stable fed, and 
throughout the War the loss occurring to all classes 
of animals from grazing was enormous. Not a 
column, practically not a unit, escaped from more 
or less loss. Thirty or forty cases of tulp or other 
vegetable poisoning in a tew hours were by no 
means unknown. The consequent inefficiency was 
considerable, especially during the rainy season, at 
which time these plants spring into life and cannot 
be distinguished in their early growth from ordinary 
vegetation, especially is this the case with “ tulp,” 
which resembles shoots of young grass. Noxious 
vegetation is consumed by the new comer, but 
animals reared on poisonous pasture learn, appar¬ 
ently from experience, what to avoid, though this 
is by no means invariable. 

The symptoms produced by poisonous plants may 
roughly be grouped into those which set up extreme 
gastro-intestinal irritation, for example, tulp, ink- 
bush, oleander, and those producing nervous symp¬ 
toms, frequently indicated by tetanic convulsions, 
such as Chailletia Cymosa* “Gift Blaar,” “Klimop,” 
Cotyledon Ventncosa, t “Slang Kop” and “Dronk 
Grass,” the latter producing giddiness and symp¬ 
toms resembling alcoholic poisoning. Nor does 
the above list by any means include all which are 
known. There are cumulative vegetable poisons 
which produce cirrhosis of the liver; others which 
cause laminitis in cattle, disorganization of the feet, 
bone and joint disease. Nor need we be surprised 
at these extraordinary local effects when we re¬ 
member the action of Indian “mutters” in pro¬ 
ducing spasm of the larynx in the horse. It is not 
with the latter group we are concerned in this 
section. Only those poisonous plants which act 
rapidly and produce tympany and acute abdominal 
pain were recognised as poisonous, and “tulp” 
and ink-bush were the chief offenders, tulp pre¬ 
dominating. There are some thirty-seven varieties 
of tulp, of which the one bearing the purple flower 
is the most poisonous. That it is consumed readily 

* Local name not known. 

f Idem. 
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by starving Animals after months of drought is not 
to be wondered at. The effects are shown in a few 
hours—diarrhoea, acute tympany and pain, great 
collapse and rapid dissolution are the prominent 
features. Head* also noted the presence of a 
peculiar sour, musty smell of the mouth. There is 
nothing diagnostic in these symptoms, but the fact 
that a large number of animals are simultaneously 
affected tells its own tale. There are districts 
notorious for infection, but all low-lying ground in 
the neighbourhood of streams, rivers and water 
courses is liable to contain the plant. In spite of this 
well-known fact, it was remarkable how little atten¬ 
tion was paid by many of those in authority in the 
selection of grazing areas. Animals were permitted 
to graze when waiting their turn to ford a river. 
It was natural to take advantage of this delay, often 
a matter of hours, yet no worse site could have been 
selected, though the high ground in the neighbour¬ 
hood would have been practically free from danger. 
Over and over again disastrous results attended on 
the neglect of the simple precaution of selecting 
grazing areas; orders were published, but on service 
these are rarely read, or they are lost in transit, or 
put away and forgotten under pressure of urgent 
work. 

The mortality from tulp poisoning is very high, 
though early and energetic treatment will save 
many. The most urgent matter is the relief of 
tympany, and this can be effected by puncturing 
the intestines. Of 172 cases punctured by Captain 

g »ow Lt.-Colonel) Dunlop Smith, 167 recovered. 

f 72 animals not so treated, during his absence, 
only 14 recovered. So urgent are the symptoms that 
no delay must be permitted in the matter of punc¬ 
turing the bowels. We have seen (at p. 96) that 
this had to be done by Lieut, (now Major) F. W. 
Hunt at a time when the force was closely engaged 
with the enemy. To clear out the intestinal canal 
as early as possible is imperative; in the hands of 
Captain Head, A.V.C. (B), the employment of 
Eserine met with good results, f 


DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD. 

The area of operations was strewn with the car¬ 
cases of animals. An account of this at its worst 
stage is given at p. 41 d. The number of dead 
removed from the water of one section of a single 
river is mentioned at p. 118 d. It is impossible to 
give an adequate picture of the appearance of all 
camps and bivouacs, especially during the early 
stages of the war, when the troops were operating 
in Targe masses. The dead lay everywhere, and 
there was no means of coping with their disposal, 
for no labour existed for burial and no fuel for 
burning. As the various large centres became 
oooupied it was evident that some effort must be 

* "The Wear and Tear of Horses during tbe South 
African War.*’ Journal of Comparative Pathology and Thera¬ 
peutic*, 1903. 

f Idem. 


made to collect tbe carcases dotted all over tbe 
neighbourhood, for they lay in the water sheds, 
and with the advent of the rainy season extensive 
pollution of water supply was certain. 

At Kroonstad, for instance, where hundreds of 
carcases lay rotting, they were collected on an 
elevated piece of ground, laid side by Bide, and a 
deep trench dug around so as to cut off the water 
which, in the wet season, would have rushed 
through to the neighbouring stream. In this way 
no surface water could escape excepting by filtra¬ 
tion. As an economical means of rapidly disposing 
of the dead this recommends itself, but is open to 
the objection that the putrefying mass is above the 
ground. The fine dry air of South Africa rapidly 
desiccated the remains, and later, m the case of 
Kroonstadt, Lieut.-Colonel Flintoff introduced the 
South American method of using dried animal 
material as fuel. The dried, mummified remains 
were easily ignited, and one carcase served as fuel 
to consume another. The whole in this way were 
completely burned. It is obvious, however, that no 
such method as this is applicable for some months, 
until the carcases are dry : in the meantime the air 
is poisoned. 

Burial as a means of disposal naturally suggests 
itself, but digging a pit to hold a single horse is a 
big undertaking, one to hold fifty or a hundred 
bodies is an immense task, requiring a small army 
of labourers. Nor is there always a suitable site 
for such a burial ground in the vicinity of the 
carcases, so that these may have to be dragged by 
hand considerable distances. Where burial is re¬ 
sorted to, there should not be less than three feet 
of earth covering the bodies; the animals must be 
laid on their backs, as the most economical method 
of packing, and fitted in closely. The stifles and 
elbow joints must be cut across to allow the limbs 
to fall; and the abdomen must be opened. 

On the scale with which destruction had to be 
carried out in South Africa, there was practically 
no method of rapidly dealing with the dead; 250 
animals destroyed in a day from one hospital was 
by no means unknown. Long before these could 
have been buried, even had the labour existed, other 
batches would have been awaiting disposal. De¬ 
structions have one advantage over deaths, and 
that is, the most favourable site may be selected, 
and no dragging of carcases is necessary, but in all 
cases the mass should be isolated from the general 
surface of the soil by means of a trench to prevent 
the escape of surface water. 

The Secretary of State for War was addressed in 
Parliament on the question of cremation being re¬ 
sorted to in South Africa for the disposal of animal 
carcases. The suggestion was a natural one from 
those unfamiliar with the fact that the country 
contains no fuel. An incinerator, however, was 
erected in connection with the veterinary hospital 
of Pretoria, early in 1902. Some months were 
occupied in discussing the matter and in getting out 
plans and estimates; finally, at a cost of £300, one 
was produced. Its working capacity was fifteen 
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horses a day, at a cost, it was said, of about 1 cwt. 
of coal, exclusive of that necessary for the first 
heating of the kiln; including this, it was said to 
work out at 150 lb. of coal per head. In actual 
practice, however, extending over six months, it 
was found that not more than ten carcases a day 
could be consumed, and that the cost of fuel was 
muoh larger than the original experiments sug¬ 
gested ; on one occasion as much as twenty tons of 
coal being used to consume fifteen carcases! 

No more than two carcases could be placed in the 
incinerator at one time, and they occupied about 
two hours for complete combustion. The kiln was 
erected on the reverberatory system ; the heat from 
the fire hole ascended between two skins of brick¬ 
work, and was then drawn through the central fiue 
to the chimney, the draught being regulated by an 
iron damper in the main fiue. The carcases were 
placed in the kiln by means of a crane. Experience 
in working showed that the inner skin of brick¬ 
work should have been made entirely of fire-bricks 
and much stouter, that the grating floor should 
have had larger holes so as to have allowed the 
charred bones to fall through ; this would have pre¬ 
vented the clogging which occurred, necessitating 
the fire being allowed to go out in order to clear 
the interior. 

The cost of erection and working, for the relatively 
small result obtained, appears to be prohibitive. 

Where fuel is no difficulty and labour available, 
field cremation may be practiced by means of a 
cross trench dug in the ground, a detailed account 
of which method is given elsewhere.* 


DEMOBILIZA TION. 

The termination of a campaign brings immediate 
relief to troops, but none to the technical branches 
of the army, and least of all to those charged with 
the duties of treating the sick and obliterating 
epidemic and epizootic diseases. The number of 
sick animals to be treated actually increases, as 
many which have been kept at work under pressure 
of military conditions are now available for repair, 
but, above all, the question of the obliteration of 
infectious and contagious diseases has to be taken 
seriously in hand. These facts are liable to be for¬ 
gotten by the staff of the army, who, in a natural 
desire to reduce expenditure, press for reduction of 
establishment, and cannot understand why it is 
that a large veterinary staff is necessary after hos¬ 
tilities end. Hard as all previous professional work 
is, it now becomes still harder, for it is manifestly 
impossible to sell animals affected with contagious 
diseases, or those sick and lame. Some military and 
civil veterinary officers did not always realize why 
they could not be at once liberated from the country, 
for the rest which so many of them had both earned 
and needed. They did not, of course, know the 
extent to which contagious diseases existed, for in 

* See “A Manual of Veterinary Hygiene, 1905.” 
F. Smith. 


a campaign all is darkness beyond the immediate 
visual field of those not in administrative charge. 
The Administrative Officer who parts with his staff 
before the slate is cleaned deserves the difficulties 
in which he will surely find himself. 

On the day peace was declared there were 
28,700 sick horses and mules to attend to, and an 
| unknown number of sick oxen, certainly not less 
| than 10,000. Glanders, mange, epizootic lymphan- 
I gitis, specific ophthalmia, cattle plague and pleuro¬ 
pneumonia existed. All of these had to be dealt 
with and obliterated ; the Army Veterinary Service 
had never previously to undertake such a gigantic 
task. These diseases were spread over a sub-con¬ 
tinent, and, though the troops had concentrated on 
the cessation of hostilities, the affected animals 
were strung out on four long lines from the coast, 
narrowing to three as Pretoria and Mafeking, the 
two extreme northerly points, were approached. 

The first anxiety of the military authorities was 
the reduction of the number of animals now surplus 
to requirements. On the day peace was declared 
there existed 131,700 army horses, 76,600 mules, 
12,800 donkeys, and 74,200 oxen. The cost of keep 
of these represented an enormous daily expenditure, 
so that the almost feverish anxiety shown to dispose 
of the surplus numbers can be readily understood. 
A country left desolate by over two years of con¬ 
stant war is not in a position to purchase any com¬ 
modity, let alone live stock for which no keep 
existed. This was the condition of affairs in the 
Transvaal and Free State, and for the regeneration 
of these colonies a department was formed with 
some millions of money at its disposal—provided 
by the conqueror—for the purpose of setting up the 
late enemy on his feet, and starting him on the road 
to recuperation. This Repatriation Department 
has already been referred to in dealing with the 
question of glanders (see p. 282 c.). It required 
animals of all classes, and, as we have already 
mentioned, needed them early and urgently, if 
famine was to be avoided. The Eepatriation pur¬ 
chased from the military authorities:— 

Horses ... 23,700 

Mules ... 51,800 

Donkeys ... 5,700 

Oxen ... 60,900 

This still left an enormous number of horses for 
sale in Cape Colony and Natal, where money and 
food existed, and some 86,800 horses, 9600 mules, 
3400 donkeys, and 2000 oxen, were in this way 
disposed of before the end of February, 1903, to 
private individuals as apart from the Eepatriation 
Department. 

The total sales of equines between 1st June, 1902, 
and the 28th February, 1903, amounted to: horses, 
120,500; mules, 61,400; donkeys, 9000; and this 
represents the amount of susceptible material which 
was spread broadcast over the country. We have 
already seen (p. 282 d.) that a mere trifle among these 
animals was malleined, and we also know the result 
of our utter inability to oarry this out. No physical 



A Veterinary History oj 


Supplement to fhe 
Veterinary Record. 


298 


examination, no matter bow conscientiously per¬ 
formed, can enable latent glanders to be detected 
without the mallein test. There were 9,500 horses 
and a similar number of mules destroyed between 
1st June, 1902, and 28th February, 1903, and it is 
safe to say that at least one-third of this number 
was destroyed for glanders, so it is evident the 
disease was still rife. Nasal inspection was wholly 
insufficient to prevent affected animals being sold, 
and the consequent losses to private individuals, 
and especially the Repatriation Department, from 
glanders was extremely heavy. 

Immense losses occurred from other causes, for 
instance: the majority of the horses purchased by 
the Repatriation Department were turned out on 
the late stock farms until required. No grazing 
existed, and no men were provided for the purpose 
of looking after the animals. How often has the 
lesson to be learned that horses cannot live without 
food? 

Perhaps one explanation of the want of system 
in dealing with this stock was the difficulties which 
suddenly arose between the military and civil side. 
The “Times History” tells us* that “weeks of 
desperate haggling” over prices occurred. The 
animals, and the food for them, were priced too 
highly according to the Repatriation view; in fact, 
the military supplies, of which enormous quantities 
were available for sale, were finally discarded on 
account of the high price asked, as the Repatriation 
Department found they could import food and feed¬ 
ing stuffs cheaper than they could buy it on the 
spot from the military! It passes all comprehension 
why two public bodies, supplied from the same 
purse, should have been permitted to “ haggle ” 
over prices; but it is authoritatively stated that 
the dispute went on for weeks, the military holding 
the stock and the Repatriation requiring it. Im¬ 
portations of food and stock from over-sea followed; 
one can understand when such desperate action as 
this was taken by the Repatriation Department, 
that the controversy left little time for considering 
the case of the 21,000 horses turned out on farms 
to shift for and look after themselves. 

The above events led to disasters of the first 
magnitude, for the unsold military supplies deter¬ 
iorated, and were finally disposed of under circum¬ 
stances so scandalous that a Royal Commission 
was appointed to inquire into the matter. 

We have seen the difficulty throughout the war 
in getting sufficient food for animals. On the day 
when peace was declared there were 100,000 tons 
of oats, and nearly double that quantity of hay in 
the various supply depots of South Africa.! Nor 
does the above represent all the supplies subse¬ 
quently available for sale, as vast amounts continued 
to pour in until March, 1903. On 31st May, 1902, 
there was sufficient food in hand to have allowed 
every horse in the country 12 lb. of hay a day for 
eight months, and 12 lb. of corn for four months. 

• Vol. vi, p. 48. 

f “Times History.” Vol. vi. 


In the face of this it is extraordinary that horses 
should have been called upon to perform the most 
arduous and exhausting work on 10 lb. of oats, and 
no hay. This question, however, does not now 
arise. The food was available for sale for Repatri¬ 
ation animals, but, as we have seen, the two ser¬ 
vants of the State failed to agree, owing to the 
“exhorbitant terms”* demanded by the seller, 
the result being that immense surplus stocks of 
food of all kinds, valued at £11,000,000, were left 
on their hands. Enforced sale now became neces¬ 
sary to save further deterioration, for all supplies 
were in the open, and we shall let the “ Times 
History ” tell the story f of “ the most amazing 
blunders probably ever perpetrated ”:— 

“ A system was introduced of selling Government 
supplies to a contractor, who at the same time con¬ 
tracted to supply them back to the troops as they 
were wanted, at a difference in price which was 
supposed to allow a fair margin of profit after 
paying for sorting, removal, storing, issue and 
deterioration.” The supplies, however, were not 
removed; they remained “where they were, and 
were served out by an A.S.C. subordinate as if 
nothing had ever happened, the only difference 
being that the contractor pocketed a heavy profit 
on the transaction.” 

To meet the army sales, mushroom contractors 
arose, and one of these secured within a fortnight 
contracts both to buy supplies and to supply them 
back to the army at a higher price. Oats sold at 
11s. per 1001b. were bought back at 17s. 11 £d.! 
“As the firm had no capital it was benevolently 
arranged that it should be paid promptly for what 
it sold, and given credit for what it bought. It even 
received a refund of £21,000 on goods for which it 
had not yet paid. Over this deal in oats and other 
goods the firm netted £69,000 without effort and 
without risk, and others made still larger profits.” J 
The loss to the State was estimated at between 
three-quarters to one and a quarter millions 
sterling. 

The Repatriation Department met with other diffi¬ 
culties. They imported cattle, among other places, 
from Madagascar and German East Africa; with 
these they imported a new epizootic, the so-called 
East Coast Fever. There is reason to think that 
had the matter of re-stocking the country not been 
one of such urgency, greater attention would have 
been paid to the advice given to the civil Govern¬ 
ment as to quarantining these new importations at 
Lorenzo Marquez, the port of entry. They were 
not quarantined. In July, 1902, the newly-imported 
cattle were dying in large numbers at Komati 
Poort, and, under veterinary advice, it was recom¬ 
mended that the movements should cease, as they 
were suffering from “Rhodesian Red Water.” Pro¬ 
fessional men, however, were far from unanimous 
as to the nature of this new disease; some declared 

* Idem. 

f Idem, p. 405. 

{ Idem, p. 615. 
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it to be Rinderpest, on the strength of the stomach 
and bowel lesions; some, “ tsetse ” disease; and 
amid these differences of opinion, which were per¬ 
fectly natural on the introduction of a disease new 
to everyone, the civil side was urging the distri¬ 
bution of the cattle. They were allowed through, 
or at any rate came through, by rail and by road. 
They infected the Transvaal as far north as Peters¬ 
burg, to the west as far as Rustenburg, and the 
whole length of the road Komati Poort—Pretoria. 
In a few weeks the damage revealed itself, and from 
that long line the disease spread south, through 
Natal and the Free State. We are writing of events 
which occurred twelve years ago, but that period 
has not been long enough to obliterate East Coast 
Fever. It has brought ruin in its train, and cost 
countless thousands of pounds to South Africa. 

The above does not complete the account of the 
curses attending war. The War Office, knowing the 
large surplus of animals in South Africa, saw no 
objection to bringing home horses from a country 
gravely infected with disease. They acted without 
veterinary advice. Every care was taken in the 
selection and inspection of the 800 required, and 
nothing was put on board to which a shadow of 
suspicion attached. The animals were selected 
from several centres, so that the risk of picking up 
something on the way to the port of embarkation 
had not suggested itself. On the arrival home of 
the ships hundreds of animals were found affected 
with mange. This was bad enough, but worse was 
to follow. The apparently unaffected horses were 
issued to batteries in various parts of the United 
Kingdom; among these animals epizootic lymphan¬ 
gitis appeared, and through sales of cast animals, 
this disease eventually spread to the horses of the 
civil population. 

By this time surely the cup had been drained to 
the dregs! Everything that could possibly happen 
took place; every blunder that could be made was 
perpetrated. The Government knew for a year 
prior to the ending of the war that there was a 
feeling against bringing borfees home from South 
Africa, mainly on the score of expense, and Lord 
Stanley, on 7th June, 1901, said there was no in¬ 
tention of bringing home the horses which had 
been sent out;* yet, a year later, this was done, 
and without consulting professional opinion as to 
the wisdom of such a policy. 

The horses arrived home in August, 1902; it was 
not until December, 1903, that M‘Fadyean recorded 
a case of Epizootic Lymphangitis in a horse at¬ 
tending the clinique of the London School. The 
animal was a cast horse from the service, and bore 
the brand of having been in South Africa. At this 
time the disease already existed in several military 
centres; five months later, May, 1904, other cases 
of the disease were met with in civil life, though 
confined to cast horses, and the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture published an “Epizootic Lymphangitis Order” 

• See Timet Report , 6th aqd 7th Jane, 1901. 


preventing the movement, and securing the isola¬ 
tion of animals so affected. By July, 1904, the 
question assumed so alarming an aspect that in¬ 
formation was asked for in the House of Commons. 
The Secretary of State for War stated that the total 
number of army horses affected to date was 394, 
and that the disease existed at 30 different military 
stations, the worst being Woolwich, where 231 
cases had occurred; 254 in all had been destroyed, 
32 recovered, and 108 remained under treatment. 
All sales of cast horses from affected units were 
prohibited for six months after the last case of the 
disease. A year later, April, 1905, it was elicited 
in the House that of the above 108 cases remaining 
in 1904 sixty had been destroyed, and that 96 fresh 
cases had occurred during the year in English 
garrisons, one in Scotland, and five in Ireland. On 
12th May, 1905, the Secretary of State informed 
the House that the disease in the army had practi¬ 
cally been stamped out. 

The above summary of a serious and costly out¬ 
break of disease, and the introduction of a new 
terror to horse owners in this country, was entirely 
due to the neglect to take veterinary advice. No 
one with any notion of the extent to which the 
horses in South Africa were exposed to infection, 
in an army literally riddled by epizootic diseases, 
would ever have thought of carrying this combust¬ 
ible material to a clean country. Who was to 
blame for this waste of public money ? The ques¬ 
tion was not publicly asked, but there is little 
reason to doubt that the suggestion to bring these 
horses home arose with the Remount Department 
of the War Office, or at any rate, received their 
approval. It was the culminating blot on an Ad¬ 
ministration which from first to last blundered 
through ignorance, not only in its own special 
work, for which no ignorance is excusable, but in all 
veterinary matters with which it interfered. The 
evidence on these points has been fully set forth in 
the previous pages of this history. 

The remaining act of demobilization was con¬ 
cerned with the personnel. India had for two and 
a half years been kept short of its proper proportion 
of veterinary officers in order to supplement the 
numerical weakness in South Africa. Seventeen 
officers were returned to India before the end of 
1902. Fifty Civil Veterinary Surgeons were also 
sent home or took their discharge in the country 
on reduction of Establishment. The whole of the 
Indian Hospitals, together with their personnel, 
were returned to India. 

By December, 1902, the fifty Field Veterinary 
Hospitals had been disbanded; twelve Station 
Veterinary Hospitals were formed for the Army of 
Occupation, and four Mobile Hospitals organized. 
The stores in the various advanced Depots were 
distributed among the Station Hospitals, so that 
each should possess an independent reserve in the 
event of difficulties arising. The base depot at 
Cape Town was retained, and into it all material 
surplus to the above requirements was returned, 
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VETERINARY STORES AND EQUIPMENT. 

A consideration of this subject mainly resolves 
itself into questions of supply and distribution. The 
early history of both these have been incidentally 
dealt with at p. 4, where it has been shown that the 
army, presumably ready to take the Field, was 
without veterinary equipment of any kind, except¬ 
ing a few old chests of tne Peninsular and Crimean 
days. It is almost beyond belief that such a state 
of affairs existed, but it had its parallel in the as¬ 
tonishing shortage of all other military stores and 
equipment, to which sufficient reference has already 
been made at p. 3. As a matter of fact, the Force 
did not take the Field without equipment: owing 
to the steps taken by Colonel Duck, the then 
Director-General (see p. 9), sufficient material had 
been constructed to furnish each unit with an outfit, 
but it was the bare minimum, and not calculated to 
last more than three months. A reserve of this 
equipment for meeting wear and tear did not exist; 
the measures for replenishment were of a meagre 
and hand-to-mouth order, and only included a few 
of the more common drugs, and no instruments. 
For hospital equipment nothing existed but a few 
pairs of obsolete panniers; this cannot be wondered 
at, as hospitals formed no part of the War Office 
scheme.* The supply of stores to an army in the 
field is carried out by a depot under an officer with 
a staff of subordinates. The officer is responsible 
for the receipt and issue of stores, the record of which 
is made in ledgers and supported by receipts. It 
was known that a Veterinary Store Depot would be 
required, with a properly trained technical staff of 
ledger keepers, store-holders, issuers, packers, men 
for the purpose of off-loading and loading the various 
means of transport conveyance, and a building for 
the reception of stores and the transaction of busi¬ 
ness. Nothing existed. No officers had been trained 
in the technicalities of store management, no store¬ 
house existed, and not a single subordinate of any 
kind. The measures taken by Colonel Rayment at 
Cape Town, and Major Crawford at Pietermaritz¬ 
burg, to remedy this state of affairs have been re¬ 
corded at pp. 10-13. The Authorities were not ig¬ 
norant of these requirements. We have seen, at 
p. 113c, that the only scheme approved by the mili¬ 
tary department for the supply of stores in the Field 
was a base depot under an officer, and an advance 
depot under a Farrier-Serjeant! To this man, under 
no skilled supervision, was to be entrusted the 
responsibly of issuing poisons and suitable dress¬ 
ings to the army. The whole thing was incompre¬ 
hensible ; nothing, of course, came of it, for neither 
the man nor the depot existed excepting on paper. 
The scheme was too wild to admit of consideration, 
nevertheless, it is necessary to draw attention to the 
matter as one explanation of the shortcomings of a 
branch of supply which had to be created in the 

* See this History, pp. 3a, 5d, 10a, 60a, 113b, 114a. 


Field out of nothing, and, throughout, worked under 
the greatest stress and difficulties. 

The entire absence of any reserve of drugs, dress¬ 
ings or instruments was due to the parsimonious 
policy of the Cabinet. The impression existed 
that when material was required it could be bought 
from the trade. That the prices would then be 
famine prices was not considered as a deterrent, and 
the fact that even wholesale houses have a limit in 
their capacity for delivery was not taken into 
account. Worse than all, it never seems to have 
entered the minds of the economists, that the stock of 
instruments held by the largest houses is only suffi¬ 
cient to meet the ordinary trade, and that if this 
material were required in large amounts it would 
actually have to be manufactured. This turned out 
to be the point on which the whole of the delay in 
supply worked. Taking the Field without a reserve 
meant serious delay in supply, for the whole of the 
material had to be produced, and it was never pos¬ 
sible to overtake this initial delay. This was the 
explanation of the natural grumbling which existed 
when veterinary officers were unable to obtain for 
their large hospitals the full amount of dressings 
and instruments asked for. Those which existed 
in store had to be doled out equally all round, and 
the supply never could keep pace with the demand. 
Another result of this panic form of supply was 
that material defective in manufacture was received; 
thermometers incorrectly graduated, hypodermic 
syringes marked in cubic centimetres instead of 
minims, and even then of wrong capacity and 
unequal bore, steel goods of brittle manufacture 
due to haste in tempering, these and a series of other 
defects led to increased strain in the matter of 
supply. It took four months from the time a cable 
was despatched before stores were received in South 
Africa. This speaks for itself, and try as one would 
to anticipate requirements it was impossible to 
obtain the mastery. Every month saw thousands 
of horses pouring into the country, all of which, as 
we have seen, only added to the large number 
already sick and inefficient, for which drugs, 
dressings and instruments were required in ever- 
increasing quantity. 

The cost of veterinary stores during the war ran 
into some hundreds of thousands of pounds, yet not 
a single officer was exclusively available for the care 
and distribution of this public property. It was 
added to the duty of a man whose hands were 
already full, and who could only devote a fraction 
of his time to what should have been an entire 
charge. This officer had to train himself in the 
intricacies of military supply and accounting; no 
previous training in this essential duty had been 
given the officers of the A.V.D., apparently it had 
never been thought of. The comfortable peace sys¬ 
tem of getting all that was required direct from 
wholesale druggists and instrument makers did not 
lend itself to the training of officers in a duty of the 
utmost moment on taking the Field, and, in conse¬ 
quence, no scheme had been thought out and no 
instructions issued. 
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Everything was left to the usual policy of drift, 
in the hope that the stress would never come, or 
that if it did we would muddle through. For this 
state of affairs only those are to be blamed who 
denied to the army the stores it required, and 
reserves of the same. No training of officers in 
supply could take place if the material for training 
them did not exist. If the officers were untrained 
and the subordinates did not exist, no great effort 
of imagination is required to form a picture of the 
confusion, delay and want of system which at first 
occurred, when establishments for the supply of 
veterinary stores had to be formed at Cape Town in 
the middle of hostilities. 

While material was being obtained from home 
for the formation of these store depots, every 
principal town in Cape Colony and Natal was 
being ransacked for drugs and dressings. Instru¬ 
ments, of course, were impossible to obtain. Con¬ 
tracts were given to a firm in Cape Town to build 
Veterinary Field Chests at double the price which 
would have been paid for the same article in 
London, and the ships arriving with troops and 
remounts brought with them medicines surplus to 
the ships’ requirements, which were as far as 
possible collected and issued. This source was not 
only irregular but very one-sided, for the material 
remaining over at the end of the voyage was mainly 
that which was not needed, for instance, powdered 
gentian and mustard, of which in due course some 
tons were received. These no one in the Field re¬ 
quired any more than they had been needed at sea. 
Of the important medicines the balance handed 
over by ships was relatively small, but neverthe¬ 
less helped out the question of supply pending the 
arrival of stores from England. The requisitions 
on England for the first fifteen months of the war 
were always based on the supposition that the war 
might end any day; in the meantime not only was 
the end of the war as far off as ever, but the number 
of horses in the Field had increased considerably. 
This state of affairs lasted throughout the war; it 
is almost unbelievable that those responsible for 
maintaining the supply of veterinary stores in the 
Field were never informed of the increased number 
of horses which had been called for. Estimates 
would be framed on one number, while in the 
meantime thousands more horses and mules had 
been added to the establishment. 

When hostilities broke out the centre of military 
interest lay in Natal, it was accordingly on the base 
at Maritzburg that the first pressure of the war fell. 
Throughout the campaign Natal retained its Depot, 
as owing to the distance from Cape Town the 
supply of material to the troops in that colony 
was greatly facilitated. When the centre of mili¬ 
tary interest shifted into Cape Colony the strug¬ 
gling Cape Town depot began to feel the stress, 
but in spite of this Colonel Rayment organized an 
advanced depot in the heart of hostilities at Naauw- 
poort, and thereby met all the requisitions on the 
the spot, thus saving a week or two’s delay in 
obtaining the material from Cape Town. There 


was no staff for this advanced depot. It had to be 
tacked on to the Veterinary Hospital, and looked 
after by the officer in charge as an additional duty 
(see p. 20b). This depot moved forward when 
Bloemfontein was occupied, and rendered service 
of the greatest importance at a most critical time 
(see p. 58d). The inception of these advanced 
depots was entirely due to the organising capabili¬ 
ties of Lieut.-Colonel Rayment then acting as 
P.V.O. In due course another depot was opened 
at Kroonstad for the supply of troops in its vicinity; 
later at Pretoria, and in fact, as the line of com¬ 
munication became extended, and veterinary hos¬ 
pitals established, veterinary store depots were 
formed in connection with these under the same 
officer, but in all other respects distinct. 

A glance at the map shows how unfavourably 
Cape Town was situated as a base relative to the 
seat of war. There was a railway journey of 600 
miles before the area of hostilities was reached; to 
remedy this and expedite delivery of stores to the 
troops, it was decided in January, 1901, to remove 
half of the Cape Town base to De Aar. At this 
latter place a large Depot was formed in connection 
with the Hospital, which supplied all the subsidiary 
depots in the area of hostilities not supplied by 
Natal. The result was an enormous saving in 
time. The depots at De Aar and Pietermaritzburg 
were kept filled up from Cape Town. The system 
of supply was, therefore, a base depot supplying 
advanced depots favourably placed in the field, 
which, in turn, supplied subsidiary depots in the 
centre of hostilities. Such a system gets at the 
root of matters and if, as was aimed at, a three 
months’ supply could be maintained at these 
various depots, the supply for the troops was inde¬ 
pendent for some time of delays on, and destruction 
of the line. 

The only veterinary equipment carried with 
troops in the Field was the new universal pattern 
chest, already spoken of at p. 4, and the veterinary 
wallet. The latter was carried on the saddle by 
farriers, the former was conveyed with the squadron 
or battery stores, and could only be got at in 
bivouac. This was obviously wrong, for apart from 
the damage done to these chests by being thrown 
into heavily laden waggons, they could not be got 
at in an emergency, so that veterinary officers had 
to carry on them not only their instruments, but 
first aid dressings and medicines for emergency.* 
The result of there being no special conveyance for 
veterinary stores with the troops led to destruction 
of these chests, which were lightly constructed. 
The run on them was accordingly very great and 
could never be kept properly met, in spite of sup¬ 
plies from home, from local manufacture, and by 
drawing on reserves belonging to the Government 
of India. We may look a little more closely at 
these chests; they were the outcome of Colonel 
Duck’s experience in India, and aimed at giving 

* In the guerilla war Columns employed a Cape cart for 
the carriage of Veterinary stores, in this way material wa« 
always available. 
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a supply of drugs, dressings and instruments 
calculated to last a unit for three months in 
the Field. The weight was 80 lbs. These U.P.* 
chests, as they were briefly designated, were excel¬ 
lent for the personal use of Veterinary Officers, 
but too elaborate for those units with no officer 
attached. They cost in London £20 apiece, and 
took on an average four months to manufacture. 
It is obvious that they could only contain a selection 
of drugs, and even these in small amounts. The 
principle on which the drugs and dressings were to 
be replenished was by means of Reserve Boxes 
-containing packets of drugs, and dressings, of sizes 
suitable for the chests. For a brief campaign such 
a system would work quite well, the reserve boxes 
being held at an advanced depot. It was not an¬ 
ticipated that either instruments or fittings would 
require to be replaced. For completeness and 
portability these chests could hardly be improved 
upon; the only difficulty was to find in a hurry 
what was required, or to repack in haste; there 
were no spare places, every inch of room was 
utilized. 

It was soon found that these chests in the hands 
of laymen were stripped of their contents; the in¬ 
struments, especially knives and scissors, and useful 
fittings, such as flasks, disappeared, and th’e chests 
were returned to the depot practically as an empty 
shell, needing not only drugs, dressings and instru¬ 
ments, but fittings, such as trays, canisters, etc. 
These chests, as stated above, were too good for 
use with any unit whore no veterinary officer was 
present to ensure their being treated with consider¬ 
ation and ordinary care. Some 1300 of them 
were issued during the war, and many were re¬ 
fitted over and over again. At the end of the cam¬ 
paign hundreds were useless owing to destruction 
and deterioration, and little but the outside case 
survived. 

The veterinary wallet carried on the saddle by 
farriers for first aid purposes was a useful accessory, 
but there had been no time to bring it up to date 
before the war. Some 850 were issued during the 
campaign, and had they been more modern in the 
matter of contents they would have met all the 
calls made on them in the Field. 

Hospital equipment was represented on the out¬ 
break of hostilities by a few pairs of panniers, very 
heavy, and obsolete in character. As we have 
Seen, at p. 10, until something more modern could 
be manufactured, the Government of India was 
requested to furnish hospital equipment. 

The supply of reserve drugs and dressings was 
intended to be met by the Reserve Boxes above de¬ 
scribed, plus the material remaining over in horse 
transports, but it soon became evident that this 
source would be wholly insufficient, and local pur¬ 
chases, both in the Cape and Natal, were required 
in an endeavour to meet the ever-growing demand. 
The bills in Cape Town alone ran into several 
hundreds of pounds a month, and in course of time, 

• Universal Pattern. 


and the continuation of the war, it was evident that 
this was a very expensive source of supply. In 
December, 1900, matters were placed on another 
footing, and an attempt made to obtain everything 
from home by cable, but this opened further com¬ 
plications in the matter of personnel for stores. 
Prior to the above date it had not been found pos¬ 
sible to obtain the needful ledger-keepers or store- 
holders, and practically no record of receipts and 
issues had been made. A Farrier-Sergeant of 
Cavalry, under the supervision of an officer, was 
issuer, packer and general utility man, with a small 
staff to assist him A Sergeant of Infantry col¬ 
lected stores from the horse-ships and despatched 
orders up country, but anything more than this 
could not be attempted. With the supply of stores 
from home the previous hand to mouth policy, it 
was hoped, would cease. A four months’ stock at 
the base was projected, and all receipts and issues 
were in future to be recorded It may be explained 
that the War Office system of accounting requires 
that every separate item shall have a folio in the 
ledger devoted to it, showing on one side the re¬ 
ceipts, on the other the issues, both being supported 
by receipts. There is as much clerical work in¬ 
volved in issuing a dozen corks as there is in issuing 
a ton of magnesium sulphate. Where was the 
trained staff to come from for the refinements of a 
business house ? Civilians in abundance existed at 
Cape Town, refugees from Johannesburg, waiting 
for the war to end to resume their occupations, but 
they were ignorant of the niceties of military ledger 
keeping, in fact guileless of book-keeping in any 
form. They were starving and glad of employment, 
but the material for starting a new departure was 
hopeless, and as the engagement was only from 
month to month they took no interest in the work. 
This point is briefly referred to in the narrative in 
order to explain the difficulties which occurred 
later on. 

The nature of the demands made on Home in 
order to attempt to keep up the supply in South 
Africa beggars description. Medicines were ordered 
in hundredweights, several of them in tons; there 
was a standing order, for example, for 10,000 gallons 
of linseed oil monthly, and, during Rinderpest time, 
of 800lbs. of glycerine monthly; vaseline and lard 
were ordered by the ton, scissors by hundreds of 
pairs, syringes the same, bandage material by 
thousands of yards, yet we were never able to over¬ 
take demands owing to the initial failure caused by 
an entire absence of reserve, and the subsequent 
delay in supply. Even when the material arrived 
at Cape Town, owing to the congested condition of 
the docks, the ship would lie from one to three 
weeks in Table Bay awaiting her turn to discharge, 
and in the meantime orders were increasing in 
urgency, and the whole stock would be issued 
within a few days of its receipt. It is obvious 
that an equable distribution had to be made; there 
were fifty hospitals at work, exclusive of demands 
made by the troops, and the supply received frqpi 
over-sea had to be doled out in the proportion of 
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the number of sick these contained, holding a 
minimum of reserve in hand to tide over difficulties 
until the next supply came to hand weeks hence. 
It is hardly a matter for surprise that veterinary 
officers complained of the difficulties and delay in 
the supply of stores. Their requisitions were not 
always framed on an economical scale; they were 
anxious to maintain a reserve, knowing the great 
delay before the next issue, of instruments espe¬ 
cially, could be made, but as we have seen, the stock 
did not admit of a reserve of all surgical appliances, 
though to a large extent it did of medical . 0 

Veterinary officers with units in the Field also 
complainod. They would ask for stores to be sent 
to a certain point by a given date: the time was 
often insufficient, for the trains were allotted for the 
various supplies according to the pressure of cir¬ 
cumstances, food always having the prior claim, 
and veterinary stores the last. Trains also were 
blown up and burned; or material would be re¬ 
moved from them en route to make way for some¬ 
thing more pressing, and the removed stores were 
perhaps never heard of again, or were found months 
afterwards in a railway store. Again, columns 
pointing on a certain objective by a given date, 
were, as we have seen, frequently diverted owing 
to sudden military necessity; their stores arrived 
but they were not there to receive them. The 
above reasons by no means exhaust all those which 
could be offered in extenuation of delay or non¬ 
receipt of supply, f they are only mentioned as evi¬ 
dence of the difficulties over long lines of communi¬ 
cation in getting material to its destination, and 
prove the necessity for many subsidiary depots in 
the Field from which issues to the troops may be 
made direct. 

A considerable amount of useful information was 
acquired concerning the methods of sending stores 
into the Field, which may here be recorded for 
future use:— 

(a) Boxes must not be too large; the labour for 
handling heavy goods does not exist once the stores 
leave the ship; it is easier also to find store accom¬ 
modation for cases of moderate size. 

(b) The contents of each case, chest, barrel, 
drum, etc., must be specified outside; without this 
information case after case has to be opened to 
find something urgently required. Taking as an 
example, 71 cases, 108 drums, and 45 kegs, an actual 
month’s supply, it meant if a certain box of instru¬ 
ments or appliance were urgently required, case after 

* An example of a few items required by an advanced 
store depot, may be taken as a fair example of the stock 
which had to be held in order to meet requirements. This 
one requisition demanded among many other articles :— 


Lard ... ... ... 2000 lbs. 

Lard Oil. 2000 galls. 

Bandages ... ... 500 dozen 

Four different Oils each 100 galls. 
Glycerine ... ... 100 galls. 

Silver Nitrate . 5 lb. 

and other articles in proportion. 


f Of eight U.P. chests sent at various times to an officer, 
not one ever reached him. 


case had to be unnecessarily opened in order to find 
it, and their contents mislaid before being checked. 
Drums containing oil are only marked with diffi¬ 
culty, paint does not dry: the only system is a 
stamped metal label showing contents and weight. 
Barrels should never be employed for the carriage 
of stores if they can be avoided; they are wasteful 
in the matter of storage, very liable to breakage if 
light, and far too heavy if strong. Vaseline and 
lard were sent out in large barrels; the contents 
were rendered semi-fluid in the tropics and escaped 
through the staves. 

(c) Lard, soft soap and vaseline should be in 
101b. tins, nothing larger; in this way waste is 
avoided on issue, for the tin is sent out as received, 
soldered and intact. Similarly, all drugs should be 
put up in packets of a convenient size, ready for 
issue; for instance, a demand on Home for half-a-ton 
of Boracic Acid or Magnesium Sulphate should not 
be met by sending it in bulk in kegs, but as 1120 
one-pound packets, ready for issue. No weighing- 
out or tying-up should be required at the base, and 
nothing less than a packet issued. 

( 1 d) Large packets of surgical dressings are most 
wasteful; ounce packets are not only conveniently 
carried, but if opened and not used up, the soiling 
and deterioration is less. 

(i e ) Whenever tins can be used they should be 
employed, but there are many articles which will 
not travel in tin: Burgundy Pitch, for instance, 
eats its way through in a very short time; some 
preparations of Soda and Tincture of Cardamons 
also act on tin. 

(/) Balls of all kinds deteriorate; Aloetic balls 
are useless after a few months, and those of Am¬ 
monium Carbonate after a few weeks. They should 
be in dozens or half-dozens in a soldered case. 

(g) Ether and Chloroform escape even though 
carefully secured stoppers be used; some special 
luting is necessary. 

(h) Glass stoppers, corks and bungs, packing 
paper and string are required in large quantities, 
stencil plates for addresses, carpenters’ and cutlers’ 
tools. 

(i) A base store depot requires a general utility 
carpenter, also a cutler who can repair as well as 
sharpen instruments, including clippers. 

There are certain stores which would be better 
if drawn from some other department of the army 
rather than the veterinary. Linseed oil, soap 
and clippers are required everywhere in such 
immense quantities that they should be an Army 
Service Corps and Ordnance Supply. This would 
ensure that they were always obtainable, for wher¬ 
ever a Supply and Ordnance Depot existed, there 
oil, soap and clippers would be found. Both of 
these departments have naturally far greater facili¬ 
ties afforded them for transport by rail and road 
than that allowed to the veterinary service, whose 
stores were, as we have stated, frequently off-loaded 
on the road to make room for something regarded 
as more pressing. So much was this the case that 
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it was repeatedly found necessary to send urgently 
required stores by hand, or under supervision. 

The control of the Base Stores at Cape Town 
should have been the work of a specially selected 
officer, but no one was available, and it fell to the 
veterinary officer at the Base (see p. 48) whose 
hands were already full with his own duties, and 
finally on the Senior Veterinary Officer of the Cape 
Colony Command. The P.V.O. had no officer he 
could spare to take over what was an immense 
business concern, although, as we have seen at 
p. 194c, Colonel Long had an executive veterinary 
officer travelling about with him.* The entire re¬ 
sponsibility of this huge work fell on a man whose 
hands were already full, and whose duty lay over 
some thousands of miles of communication. The 
subordinate staff supplied him we have already 
glanced at, and its makeshift character—untrained 
men with no knowledge of the work in any of its 
branches, ignorant of the complexities of issuing 
and accounting for army stores; a soldier per¬ 
sonnel which, having learned something of the 
rudiments of the work, were suddenly taken away 
to rejoin their regiments. The illness of a store 
holder or packer brought matters to a standstill, for 
in the confined building supplied, stores stood several 
feet in height, and only the man handling them 
knew where things could be found. Officers were 
sent from time to time to render assistance, but all 
but one were invalids and soon went sick ; yet the 
work had to go on, requirements months in advance 
had to be anticipated, and the pulse of the entire 
mechanism constantly felt, in order that the work 
of supply should be regular, and the distribution of 
drugs, and especially instruments, equable. A 
regular study of demand and stock was required of 
the hundreds of medical and surgical articles in 
use, while the ledgers had to he inspected to see 
that they were posted, and incessant calls for 
outstanding receipts made. 

Hitherto the story of the stores has been that of 
supply and distribution, but it is not possible to 
conclude the subject without recording the inquisi¬ 
torial inquiry which followed the termination of 
hostilities. When the end came civilians from the 
War Office arrived armed with lists of all stores sent 
to Africa; they began operations by taking stock 
of what remained, and then asked for a full explana¬ 
tion of all issues made during the past two-and-a- 
balf years of pressure, supported by receipts! For 
three months the Senior Veterinary Officer was en¬ 
gaged with these courteous but inexorable officials, 
endeavouring to explain, in the absence of receipts, 
how and in what way hundreds of tons of stores 
had been disposed of. It may be judged from the 
previous remarks that the issue of a suture needle 
gives as much clerical work and correspondence as 
a large case of instruments, or an aloetic hall as 
much as 101b. of Iodoform. We also know from 
the narrative that for the first fifteen months of the 

• A C.V.S., also, waa uselessly sent to Australia (see 
p. 225c). 


war no receipts or record of issues bad been kept, 
hut that the whole energies of the staff had been 
directed towards keeping the army supplied under 
extraordinary difficulties, instead of concentrating 
on ledgers and receipts for which there was no 
clerical staff. 

One would have thought these gentlemen had 
never heard of war pressure and confusion, had never 
read of the destruction of trains and convoys, of the 
loss of stores in the Field from preventible and 
non-preventible causes; of the chaos and confusion 
resulting from unexpected military conditions, nor 
of the unrelenting, unyielding dead pressure of two- 
and-a-half years’ campaigning. They took the 
academic view that a supply must be entered on 
one side of a ledger, and expended on the other, a 
receipt covering every issue. As to whether the 
circumstances of the case permitted, or the avail¬ 
able mechanism existed, for carrying out in war the 
refinement of a place of business in peace was no 
concern of theirs. Two points strike the observer 
in connection with this inquiry : (I) That it could 
lead to nothing; it could not recover stores burned 
in trains, lost in rivers, or abandoned on the veldt; 
it could be of no use to those who required the 
stores and did not receive them, nor to those who 
received and made the best use of them. (2) It did 
not demand compensation from those units who 
carelessly treated and damaged stores, or allowed 
the contents to be pilfered. Curiously enough it 
did not appear to strike the academic mind that the 
sole effect of their inquisition was to worry unneces¬ 
sarily the only persons who had a claim on their 
consideration, and took no account of those whose 
business had been to expend it. In other words, it 
could not lead to any economies, for so long as a 
receipt could be produced it was no concern of 
these gentlemen whether the issues to any one unit 
were twenty times in excess of what corresponding 
units required, nor what was done with the material 
when so received. 

For three months this solemn farce of audit went 
on; sheets of queries often arising, as an examina¬ 
tion of the ledgers revealed such discrepancies, for 
example, as the following, taken from actual re¬ 
marks: “ Under date .... 4000 flannel bandages 
are entered in the ledger as 3826. Explain the dis¬ 
crepancy?” Here is another; “20cwt. 3qr. 9lb. 
vaseline brought on charge as 20 cwt. only. What 
has become of the balance ? ” 

The horse-ships w T ere a favourite subject of 
attack. The unexpended drugs on these were as 
far as possible collected, and supposed to be brought 
on ledger charge. There were 520 voyages made 
by horse-transports during the campaign, and each 
of these vessels should have appeared in the ledger 
as landing drugs. Some landed them, some did 
not. They were frequently forgotten by the Trans¬ 
port Veterinary Surgeon ; small wonder, when it is 
borne in mind that owing to the congested state of 
the docks the last horse was hardly across the 
gangway when the ship was moved off to make* 
way for the next. Even if the material were landed 
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it could not always be recovered in the bustle of 
clearing the quay for the next vessel. The W ar 
Office Auditors finally submitted a list of 70 
horse ships, in which they ask for intormation 
regarding the balance of modicines existing on 
vessels which arrived two years previously! kive 
minutes spent at the docks during the war would 
have been a useful object lesson. 

We do not propose to extend the criticism of this 
audit any further: sufficient to say that the supply 
of an army in the field for a long campaign was an 
easier task than three months with the War Office 
Auditors. It is doubtful, even had they been on the 
spot during the war, whether it would have led to 
any practically useful results, for, after all, they did 
not look for efficiency in supply, but merely ledger 
records. As an example of academic finance the 
following may be recorded:— 

The officials who made the above inquiry were 
requested to sanction the issue to the troops as fire¬ 
wood, of some 300 U.P. chests returned after the 
campaign and unfit for further use. Firewood had 
to be purchased for the troops, and was scarce, so 
that a saving would have resulted. They decided, 
however, that the chests must be sold by public j 
auction. The auctioneer’s fees and advertising 
came to over three pounds, the articles were sold 
for 7/6, and the man who bought them left them 
on the ground after removing the copper enema 
tubing. The chests had finally to be burned 
where they lay. 

While the rigorous financial scrutiny of veterinary 
stores was being carried out at Cape Town, the 
financial blunders connected with the sale of food¬ 
stuffs, recorded at p. 298c, were being perpetrated. 
These were the outcome of the absence of a financial 
adviser. Had the gentlemen who were employed 
for three months dealing with petty questions of 
veterinary stores, gone beyond recovery, been en¬ 
gaged with matters of immediate interest and 
practical importance, they would have saved from 
three-quarters to one-and-a-quarter million sterling 
to the country. 

VETERINARY SERVICES. 

The last question we have to deal with is that of 
the Veterinary Services employed during the war 
and their organization. We have used the plural 
intentionally; there was not—as there should have 
been—a single veterinary service under a central 
administration, welded into one compact whole and 
discharging its military duties under skilled direc¬ 
tion. This fact will have been already gathered 
from these pages, but the point needs emphasis, 
both in explanation of our numerical weakness, our 
shortcomings, as well as our inability to obtain the 
best results from the material on the spot. What 
actually existed was a series of veterinary services, 
each independent of the other, and only one of 
which possessed a directing or administrative staff 
acting under central control. The others possessed 
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no organization, were independent of everyone ex¬ 
cepting the commanding officer of the regiment, 
and their strength was frittered away for want of 
organization and unity. The following constituted 
the veterinary services employed during the war:— 

(1) Officers of the Regular Service 

(2) ,, ,, Imperial Yeomanry 

(3) ,, ,, Over-sea Colonial Forces 

(4) ,, „ South African „ „ 

(5) Civil Veterinary Surgeons with the Field 

Army 

(6) Civil Veterinary Surgeons with the Sea- 

Transport Service 

Groups (1) and (5) worked together; groups (2), (3) 
and (4) were independent, without administrative 
officers, and under no departmental control. As a 
consequence their strength, which was very material, 
was entirely lost to the army at large; practically 
they went where they liked, and did what they 
liked; excepting as volunteers, they could not be 
employed on any duty other than with their regi¬ 
ments. No other departmental branch of the army 
was similarly handicapped; in no other branch 
were there officers actually on the spot who could 
not be utilized for general duty, and for whom no 
administrating staff was provided ; no other branch 
had to cable to England for further professional 
help at a time when it was at hand, but could not 
be employed. The story seems incredible, but so 
ignorant are we of groups (2;, (3) and (4) that even 
at the present day the number and names of the 
officers employed are partly or wholly unknown. * 
For this condition of affairs the authorities who 
sanctioned a regimental organization for the veter¬ 
inary services of the irregular forces are alone to 
blame. They knew that in the regular service it had 
been tried for a century, and, though capable of 
working in peace, it had at once broken down in war. 
(See p.5b). Their approval of an obsolete and effete 
system for the irregular forces showed not only a 
lack of knowledge of the subject, but also a want of 
appreciation of the difficulties of untrained men in 
dealing with sick animals in war. It also showed 
a complete ignorance of the value and utility of 
administrative veterinary officers in the Field. 

To send a body of technical officers on service 
without a directing head, is like sending troops into 
action without officers. Without administrative 
heads responsible for the proper working of the 
veterinary service the executive officers are literally 
as sheep without a shepherd: this condition is 
naturally accentuated by the ignorance of military 
matters of officers of the irregular services. Each 
in his own way, and according to his light, was 
doing his best, but individual efforts may fall far 
short of what is necessary. It is impossible where 
the executive is ignorant of military methods and 
of war, that they can anticipate the unknown or 
provide against contingencies of which they have 
never heard. Their efforts should have been co- 

* As a consequence we are compelled to forego the list of 
names promised in the footnote on p. 20a. 
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ordinabed by an administrative service, a general 
policy given them to follow, a driving mechanism 
furnished to keep the current flowing, and a 
responsible person to direct and advise young 
officers on technical or military questions at a time 
when such advice and help is all-important. It 
seems beyond belief that this body of voluntary 
professional helpers was thrown into the Field and 
left to work out their own salvation. It was an 
unfortunate waste of useful material for which the 
authorities must be held responsible, they having, 
as we have seen, sanctioned the system for the 
veterinary service of the Imperial Yeomanry at a 
time when they had abolished it from the Regular 
Forces on account of its uselessness. 

The difficulties and disadvantages of which we 
speak were those personal to the officer, but these 
by no means cover the question. It must have 
been known that the horses of the Irregular Forces 
would suffer from accident and disease, and, as a 
fact, we knew that the Yeomanry had visions of a 
veterinary hospital as part of their scheme. How 
was it supposed that the disposal of the sick in the 
Field, or the organization of hospitals for their 
reception were to be effected by officers with no 
knowledge of either question, or of military service? 
We shall see presently the Yeomanry effort to 
establish a veterinary hospital and its results. The 
criticism directed by the Yeomanry Authorities 
against their veterinary officer for his failure in this 
respect is obviously unjust, and shows a profound 
ignorance of the technical difficulties concerned. 
We are not born into the world with knowledge; 
everything has to be acquired by training and ex¬ 
perience. In the case of the Yeomanry and other 
Irregular Forces there were no administrative vete¬ 
rinary officers, and consequently no senior officer 
to whom they could look for technical advice, 
guidance or inspiration. 

We may now take each of the units comprising 
the Veterinary Services during the war, and glance 
at their work. 

ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 

When war broke out the strength of this depart¬ 
ment was fifty officers short of requirements for the 
Field, and there was no reserve.* By keeping the 
meagre veterinary establishment of India short of 
ten officers, a total of sixty-one was obtained for 
the campaign, and this left no one in England but 
the War Office and Educational Staffs. It was 
evident that not only were the available numbers 
wholly insufficient for the needs of the Field Army 
(see pp. 4c and 30c), hut also that not a single 
reserve existed to make good the wear and tear of 
war. The veterinary officers of the Irregular Forces 
instead of being put in the pool were, as we have 
seen, kept distinct, and in order to supply the extra 
numbers required a Civil Veterinary Service had to 
he created as an adjunct to the Regular Service. 

The growth and training of the Veterinary Service 


are referred to at pp. 5b, 28a, 73d and 117a, and need 
not be repeated. An army is a vast educational 
machine engaged in the training of men who are 
joining or leaving it every day. The officers are 
the schoolmasters, and their work, in turn, is super¬ 
vised by higher authority. In the various depart¬ 
ments of the army the officers are broadly grouped 
into executive and administrative; the executive 
officers correspond to the schoolmasters in the 
fighting branches, the administrative are obviously 
the supervisors and directors. There is a somewhat 
irregular standard of proportion of administrative 
to executive officers, which we need not enter into, 
but it is evident that, during war, an expansion not 
only of executive but of administrative officers is 
required. The administrative officer is charged 
not only with the supervision in every respect of 
the executive, but on his shoulders falls, as the 
technical representative of the General under whom 
he serves, the responsibility of making provision 
for the sick, stamping out or controlling epizootic 
diseases, questions of dieting, of suitable or unsuit¬ 
able feeding stuffs, and of making recommenda¬ 
tions for the better care of animals and their 
preservation from accident and disease. In a 
word—he is responsible for everything connected 
with his officers and their subordinates, for the 
health of army animals, and the proper provision 
for their care and treatment when sick. 

On the energy and ability of the administrative 
staff hangs the fate of the sorvice they represent. 
As a consequence, they cannot be selected with too 
great judgment. Full professional endowment 
combined with seniority do not make an adminis¬ 
trative officer, any more than they make a com¬ 
manding officer of a regiment. There must be in 
addition an innate capacity for the work of organi¬ 
zation and dealing with men, grafted on a constitu¬ 
tion of physical fitness, activity, and relative youth. 
The administrative officer must ever be the highest 
example of devotion to duty which can be placed 
before his juniors. His place is not in an office, but 
among the troops; he must be on the spot, seeing 
matters with his own eyes, seeing his officers at 
work, helping them out of their difficulties, solving 
their doubts, assisting with advice, stimulating 
zeal, and bringing to notice exceptional ability. 
He should encourage initiative, for this is the 
means adopted by the capable individual to carry 
out the plans and aims of his administrative officer. 
These aims should be known to all his subordinates, 
for without such knowledge not only are they 
working in the dark, but may actually, through 
ignorance, frustrate his plans. The water-tight 
compartment system adopted by some is absolutely 
senseless. Reticence is imposed on administrative 
officers in regard to certain well-understood ques¬ 
tions, but to carry this to the extent of not allowing 
the right hand to know what the left is doing is a 
misconception of office, and will surely bring its 
own punishment. His officers must clearly under- 

* The peace establishment is given at p. 4o. 
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stand the scheme he wishes followed for the in¬ 
spection and treatment of the sick in the Field, 
the early detection ot contagious and infectious 
diseases, the methods of dealing with large bodies 
of sick and debilitated animals, the management of 
Field Hospitals, the principles and practice of 
evacuation to Stationary Hospitals on the line of 
communications, the supply and distribution of 
medical and surgical stores, in fact, everything 
connected with the relief of suffering and early 
restoration to usefulness. 

The number of administrative officers in the 
Field obviously depends upon the strength of the 
Force employed. But it is clear that where the 
bulk of the executive is civilian, as in the war under 
consideration, a further increase in the number of 
administrative officers is necessary in order to cope 
with the want of training of the civilian staff. As 
a matter of fact there were, at any period of the 
war, fewer administrative officers in South Africa 
than were sanctioned for home during peace time. 
For the first five months of the war there were 
nominally two, but as one was shut up in Lady¬ 
smith, there was actually only one administrative 
officer for the whole of Cape Colony and Natal, 
with four bases, four lines of communication, and 
an immense number of animals, for the veterinary 
care of which he was nominally responsible. We 
have already studied in detail what occurred during 
this crucial period in the matter of the wear and 
tear of animals, and the hopeless position of the 
veterinary service, with no hospitals for the sick 
and no administrative officer in the Field to organise 
and direct the veterinary work. 

Even had both the above officers been available, 
it was impossible for such a microscopic staff to 
control the immense area of operations which daily 
became wider and longer. To realize these dis¬ 
tances we may conveniently refer to the com¬ 
parisons made at p. 6d. It is easy to understand 
the veterinary chaos occurring as the result of 
there being no guiding hand on the spot, the 
only place, as we have seen above, where the ad¬ 
ministrative officer can effectively perform his 
duties. Each line of communication, each base, 
each Division of the Army, the Cavalry Division, the 
Mounted Infantry organization, and the Transport 
needs its own administrative officer. All tho 
faults in the veterinary service pointed out in 
these pages were accentuated by the absence in 
sufficient number of directing organizing heads 
of ripe experience and sound judgement. Even the 
errors arising from the employment of an untrained 
civilian staff would have been materially corrected 
by having senior officers present for its guidance 
and instruction. 

Every representation to create temporary ad¬ 
ministrative appointments with local rank met with 
a refusal on the part of the authorities, yet, as we 
have already mentioned (p. 49d), ovory other branch 
of the army had temporary rank granted to officers 
acting in a higher capacity. Excluding the P.V.O., 
who, as we have seen, was not available until the 


war was five months old, some eight or nine ad¬ 
ministrative officers were required for the first phase 
of the war. Can it be wondered at that in the 
Field there was an entire absence of cohesion in the 
veterinary service, with not a single officer em¬ 
powered to hold it together or work it ? Can it be a 
matter of surprise that the service failed when it pos¬ 
sessed neither directing heads nor appliances to 
work with ? Later in the war there should have 
been at least twelve administrative veterinary 
officers in the Field, including those required for 
Hospital purposes. Had these existed, no occasion 
for the appointment of a layman as an Inspector 
of Hospitals would ever have arisen. 

We have devoted some little space to explaining 
the duties of administrative veterinary officers in 
the Field, as they are not generally understood; 
even the Staff did not appreciate their utility or 
necessity, though glad enough for help when the 
technicalities of the work became too much for 
them. No body of workers, either in military or 
civil life, can be left without supervision. We have 
seen (p. 69a and c) the P.V.O. left miles behind the 
army, performing duties which should have been 
carried out by a subordinate veterinary officer. The 
Staff has yet to learn that if good veterinary work 
in the Field is desired the responsible man must be 
on the spot, and not at the end of a vulnerable 
telegraph line; that the numbers must be sufficient 
to exercise effective control over the whole Field. 
Given these and the means to work with, we shall 
hear no more of the breakdown of the veterinary 
service in war. Until then, as in the case of South 
Africa, we publicly decline to be held responsible 
for the failure which we earnestly endeavoured to 
avert. 

The small band of executive officers, whose num¬ 
bers we have mentioned at p. 4c, were good. With 
few exceptions they were relatively young. The 
best evidence of their value and usefulness is 
afforded by the constant struggle occurring for their 
possession and retention by units. They were, 
however, a mere drop in the ocean; without mak¬ 
ing any allowance for sickness or death, the total 
would not have supplied the veterinary staff subse¬ 
quently required for Hospitals and Remount Depots 
alone. 

It is sometimes said by those with no practical 
knowledge of the subject that nothing can be done 
for the sick, lame and wounded in the fighting line, 
and that veterinary officers are better placed on the 
line of communication. This shows an entire mis¬ 
apprehension of the duties of a veterinary officer, 
and what he is capable of effecting with proper 
organization. Who, for instance, is the best person 
to determine whether an animal should leave the 
fighting line or be sent to Hospital ? (See p. 24c). 
Who is there capable of detecting an outbreak of 
contagious or infectious disease, and either nipping 
it in the bud or keeping it under control? Who is 
capable of examining captured animals and ascer¬ 
taining their freedom from disease before being 
utilized in the ranks or elsewhere? What is to 
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occur to fire, saddle, and other urgent injuries ; are 
these and the treatment of internal diseases to be 
left to the squadron or battery farrier ? An exam¬ 
ination of the figures on p. 227b gives some notion 
of the amount of sickness and injury occurring in 
the Field. 

To hold such a view as the above is practically 
the complement of the suggested policy that horses 
should be worked out and then destroyed, for such 
is what would actually occur. We have seen in 
these pages the military results of such a system, 
and the drain it causes on horse supply; it is mon¬ 
strously expensive, and it is certainly wanting in the 
elements of humanity. Animals in war have a 
right to treatment (seep.4Id), quite apart from the 
fact that when cured they are a potential source of 
strength, and of more value than a remount. 

VETERINARY SERVICE OF THE IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 

We have felt throughout this History that the 
services of the officers of the Imperial Yeomanry, as 
well as that of all other officers of the Irregular 
Forces, have received very inadequate notice. This, 
however, is not due to neglect, but to ignorance of 
the necessary facts which in a regimental organisa¬ 
tion were unknown to those outside. We should 
really know nothing of this service but for two 
reports * published by the Deputy Adjutant- 
General of the Imperial Yeomanry. In these we 
are told that it was decided that the veterinary 
service of this arm should be on a regimental basis. 
The officers were engaged on contract, and received 
the pay and allowances of a Veterinary-Lieutenant. 
Every candidate for appointment should, according 
to Regulation, have been a qualified practitioner. 
The D.A.G. tells us these could not be obtained in 
sufficient numbers, from which we judge that un¬ 
qualified men were engaged. Nothing, however, is 
said on this serious point, or as to who determined 
the relative fitness of those so engaged. No mention 
is made in the report of the number of officers 
appointed to the Yeomanry, but wo believe it was 
about thirty, of whom two subsequently died. 

As we have seen at p. 305d, the above organisa¬ 
tion was doomed to failure. Even had the obsolete 
regimental system been a workable scheme, thero 
were no administrative officers to conduct it. A 
good example of this may be taken from the above- 
mentioned Reports. It was intended to form a 
Remount Depot near Cape Town at the Imperial 
Yeomanry Base Depot; the horses arrived, some 
2000 in all, which were placed in enclosures, hut 
there was no picketing gear, and no local Kaffir 
labour for the care of the animals. In connection 
with this depot it was intended to form a veterinary 
hospital, but there was no establishment- for it, and 
no one to organise. Later, some effort was made to 
imitate the organisation of “ an excellent horse 

• Imperial Yeomanry, First Report, dated 15th May, 
1901, Parliamentary Paper, Cd H03. 

Imperial Yeomanry, Second Report, dated 1st January, 
1903, Supplementary to the above. 


hospital ” belonging to the Regular Forces, which 
lay close to the I.Y. Depot, but the first efforts 
were unsatisfactory, for which the D.A.G. Imperial 
Yeomanry blames the veterinary officer-in-charge; 
but it seems to have been lost sight of that no 
civilian suddenly imported into military service 
could possibly organise a hospital without training 
and experience. Even then, nothing could be done 
without the necessary personnel for looking after 
the sick, and at one time, according to the Report, 
there were 190 sick and lame horses in this hospital 
and no men to look after them. 

This hospital finally came into the hands of a 
retired officer of the A.V.D., who was employed on 
Yeomanry Remount duty, and the D.A.G. notes 
that a rapid improvement took place. The organi¬ 
sation of a Yeomanry Remount Depot and Veteri¬ 
nary Hospital was shortly swept away, and passed 
into the hands of the Regular Service. 

The D.A.G., in his Report, insists on the import¬ 
ance of a good veterinary hospital. He recognises 
the necessity of departmental control in the state¬ 
ment that its organisation must be left to an 
efficient veterinary officer, to whom the needful 
funds for labour and material should be allotted : 
but he does not, we think, appear to have fully 
realised the difficulties in having such a place 
organised by untrained officers, and without a 
departmental directing head. There must be not 
only a clear understanding of requirements, a 
knowledge of finance and discipline, of where and 
how to obtain the needful military and technical 
equipment, forage and rations, but there must also 
be a knowledge of how to systematise the treatment 
and management of a large number of sick horses 
in the Field. This can only be gained by experi¬ 
ence previously acquired in a hospital. We think 
the failure of the officer, of whom the D.A.G. 
complains by name, is readily understandable; it 
would have been an extraordinary circumstance 
had he succeeded. 

It was a blunder of the first magnitude to send 
this arm into the Field with a veterinary service 
on a regimental basis, and we have seen the results. 

VETERINARY SERVICE OF THE COLONIAL FORCES. 

This also was arranged on a regimental basis, 
and possessed all the disadvantages which we have 
pointed out in connection with the Yeomanry 
organisation. 

Opportunity has been taken to place on record at 
p. fib, 10b, 47a, an appreciation of the services 
rendered by the small hut well organised Natal 
Army Veterinary Service, which in distinction to 
the above, was placed on a departmental basis 
before the war occurred. 

The number of officers serving with the Colonial 
Forces, South African and Over sea, is unfortunately 
unknown, hut appears to to have been about bl >. 
Their losses are also unknown. This is evidence 
of how completely their organisation was out of 
touch with the Veterinary Service of the Regular 
Forces. 
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CIVIL VETERINARY SERVICE. 

The shortcomings of a hastily collected, untrained 
service, for duties requiring a special military train¬ 
ing of at least a year, have, from time to time, been 
dealt with in the pages of this history. We have 
shown that to turn adrift in the Field some 
hundreds of civilians imbued with patriotism does 
not constitute an efficient veterinary service. 

With few exceptions, the C.V. Surgeons were all 
young men, the majority having recently qualified. 
They were engaged for a year (p. 27d), at the end of 
which time they were free to re-engage or return 
home. Those who joined at the beginning of the 
war received the pay and allowances of a Veter¬ 
inary Lieutenant, and two months’ pay as gratuity 
on completing the year of service. Towards the 
end of the year 1900 it was evident this rate of 
remuneration was insufficient to retain the services 
of those now experienced. In June, 1901, it was 
decided that better terms must be offered ; an 
increase in pay of 5/- a day was given after eighteen 
months’ service, and a gratuity of fourteen days’ 
pay for every three months’ additional service. A 
short experience of these terms proved they were 
not sufficiently attractive to men who were losing 
time in starting in private practice. In December, 
1901, it was approved that the increase of 5/- 
a day should be given at twelve months’ service, 
and an additional 2/6 after eighteen months’ service. 
These improved terms did not lessen the difficulties, 
so that in May, 1902, it was decided to offer £1 a 
day pay for the first year, to be raised to 25'- a day 
after twelve months’ service, and 27/6 after eighteen 
months’ service. How far these terms would have 
worked had the war continued we cannot say, but 
£1 a day, and the usual allowances and gratuity, 
should be the minimum offered to a civilian service 
which has no claim on the State in the event of an 
injury, other than that received in action, or im¬ 
pairment of health the result of service in the 
Field. 

The total number of Civil Veterinary Surgeons 
engaged for the war was 283, of whom seven died 
during the campaign, and one or more shortly after¬ 
wards. The first arrivals occurred at the end of 1899; 
by the time the war had lasted six months there 
were 120 civil veterinary surgeons in the Field. The 
difficulties and disadvantages under which these 
gentlemen laboured are fully set forth at p. 28a; 
rank was withheld from them (see p. 48d), though 
granted to Yeomanry and Colonial veterinaryj 
officers, and, in fact, to everyone in the Field except- [ 
ing Civil Surgeons and Civil Veterinary Surgeons, i 
They possessed no authority (p. 27d), though fre-1 
quently placed in positions where such was essential 
to the working of their charge (see pp. 73b and 197d). 


It is unnecessary to reiterate their difficulties, they 
were many and acute. In one respect the regular 
service failed towards them, and that was in not 
making sufficient allowance for their ignorance of 
military matters. We forgot, in the stress of 
events, the years it had taken us to acquire a working 
knowledge of the military machine, and often, 
we fear, expected more than the average civilian 
could yield. That there were many weak vessels 
among them goes without saying where no selec¬ 
tion was possible, but many of their difficulties 
would have disappeared had there been adminis¬ 
trative officers to whom they could have looked for 
instruction, instead of being—to use a local ex¬ 
pression—“dumped down ” on the veldt and left to 
their own devices. When it is remembered that 
the average proportion of Civil Veterinary Surgeons 
to Regular officers was as 4£ to one, it will be seen 
what a large share of the veterinary duties they 
were destined to bear. 

The Civil Veterinary Service when trained did 
useful service; some of its members possessed 
marked ability and did excellent work, as the pages 
of this History have testified. It took six months 
to train a first-rate man, the average man took a 
year, and many were never trained (see p. 28c). 
This was due in many cases to ineptitude, in others 
to lack of opportunity, owing to the insignificant 
number of administrative officers. 

The mushroom-like character of the foroes used 
in the war had its reflex in the veterinary service. 
Regiments were created and disbanded in the course 
of a few months, and new regiments took their 
place. Similarly, civil veterinary surgeons, just as 
they were getting in touch with their work sud¬ 
denly returned home on expiration of contract, and 
the whole business of acquiring knowledge by the 
process of blundering had to be gone through with 
the new arrivals. Such a system is hopeless as an 
effective organization. This system of civil vete¬ 
rinary aid in war is absolutely indefensible. Over 
and over again we have insisted that the Field is 
not the place to carry out a primary training, no 
matter for what service the person is intended. 

THE SEA-TRANSPORT VETERINARY SERVICE. 

This has already been dealt with. We have seen, 
at p. 255b, that the work of the British Veterinary 
Surgeons gave satisfactory results, but the for¬ 
eigners engaged by the Remount Department were 
badly reported upon, and brought great discredit on 
the British service. The rates of remuneration are 
dealt with at p. 262b. The difficulties of Transport 
Veterinary Surgeons at sea are fully recorded at 
p. 255c et seq , and their equally great difficulties 
ashore have been illustrated in detail at p. 262d, 
footnote et seq. 
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Acclimatization, 14c, 52d, 239b 
Actions, see “ Engagements ’ ’ 

Africa, South, geography and topography of, 6 
horses of, see *' Horses ’ ’ 
roads and drifts, 8c, 270c 
storms in, 105c 
Allman's Nek, action at, 86c 
American horses, 229d, 230b 
Argentine horses, 81c, 122d, 132d 

Army Orders, animal wastage, 54d, 120b, 144a, 195a,c, 196c 
collection of derelict horses, 120c 
destruction of loot stock, 175b 
disposal of derelict animals, 120b, 195h,d 
,. unfit ,, 195b, 196c 

returns of wastage, 140c, 195d 
Artillery, conservative character of, 238c 
fat horses, 161c 

fire, see “ Diseases "—sub-head “Wounds ” 
horsemastership, see “ Horsemastership ’ ’ 
organisation, a model, 17b, 238b 
Australasian horses, 230d, 232b 

Baakenlaagte, action at, 172c 
Babiansberg, action at, 69d 
Barberton, capture of, 102a 
Base, veterinary work at, 12d, 13a,c, 48c 
Basuto ponies, 127c 
Battles, see “ Engagements" 

Bechuanaland Protectorate Regt., 63a 
Belmont, action at, 17b 
Belfast operations, 98c 
Bergendal, action at, 99a 
Bethlehem, action at, 89c 
Biddulphsberg, action at, 88a 
Biliarv Fever, see “ Diseases" 

Blankets, 238c, 240a,c, 285a 

,, saddle, 82d, 246b,c, 248a,d, 249a, 288a 
Blockhouse lines 146d, 169d, 181d, 183a, 214d, 215d, 216a 
as animal savers, 146d, 183a 
Bloemfontein, surrender of, 40c 
outbreak of enteric at, 59b, 74d 
Blood River, action at. 113a 
Blood River Poort, action at, 171a 
Bokks, attack, new method of, 181d, 21 Id 
horses, sore backs few, 90b, 248b 
,, spare, taken, llOd 
horsemastership. 9 >c, 248b 
horses, resources. 175b 
marches, forced, 172b, 174a, 18Id 
mobility of, 133b, 190b 
retreat from Cape Colony, 50c 
,, Magersfontein, 35b 

spirit of, 81a, 187b, 212b 
transport of. 50c 

Boschraan’s Kop, action at, 219b 
Boschbult, action at, 221b 
Botha's Pass, action at, 86b 
Botha’s raid on Natal, 170 
Bothaville. action at, 109d 
Branding of animals, 24c, 274b 
Braakpan, action at, 162c 

Bullet wounds, see “Diseases,”—sub-head “Wounds, Ride” 


Camps—rest, 170b, 187a, 196c, 205d. 224b, 225a 

Canadian horses, 230b 

Cape Town, attack on, 181c 

Cape Colonial Veterinary Service, 6a, 207c, 290b 

Cape Colony, 6d 

inhabitants, attitude of, 132b, 151d 
j invasion of, 19a, 151c, 154, 173 

! operations, see “ War Operations " 

| rebellion in, 61b 

Captured Animals, 127d, 131d, I60a, 161a, 175b, 177c, 

I 185c, 201 d, 226c,d 

| dangers of, 18c, 38a, 45d, 93b, 229a, 285a 
sales of, 201c 

Carcases disposed of, see “ Dead " 

Castration of Italian mules, 14a, 22b 
Casualties, see “Engagements," "Statistics" and 
| ‘ ‘ Diseases ’' 

| Cattle, see “ Oxen " and “ Transport ” 

! Cattle Plague, see “ Diseases " 

I rangers, 273c 

I Cinerators, 296d 

Civil Veterinary Service, see “ Veterinary Service “ 

| Climate of South Africa, 7d 

Columns. [Only general questions indexed ; for “ Opera¬ 
tions,’’ see “ War Operations "] 
and block-house lines, 146a, 183b 
,, ,, ,, Cape Colony, 152c 

capture of horses by, 160a, 185c, see “ Captured 
I Animals” 

devastate, 161a, 175b 
employ railways, 154a, 260a 
change in character of, 21 Id, 219d, 220d, 222b 
! failures of, 147a, 158c, 174a, 177b, 184b, 187a 
formation in Free State, 108d, 131c, 143d 

■ losses unknown, 220b 
mobility lost, 196a, 199a 

i mid-day halt, a, Plate i. Fig. 4, p. 196 

night marches by, 161b, 165a, 167b,c, 183d, 212a 
rest camps for, 170b, 187a, 196c, 205d, 224b, 225a 
wastage of, 188c, 190a, 195c 
weary nature of work, 164b,d, 219d 
> Colenso, action at, 23c 
Colic, sand, 17d, 45d, 65a, 290d 
Colonial Forces strength in 1901, 148c 
Colonial horses, see “ Horses " 

Commission on War, see “ Royal Commission ” 

; Commando, during Guerilla War, 179b 
I Contagious diseases, see “ Diseases “ 

; Conductors, 199c 

I “ Condition " in horses, sec “ Horses, 'condition ' " 

Court of Enquiry Remounts, see “ Remount Dept." 
Cavalry Brigade, Third, in De Wet Chase, 90d, losses 96b 
j 143b, 145 

Broad wood’s, in W. Transvaal, 149a 
| Hamilton’s, in E. ,, 219b 

| charges, 81 d 

| exhaustion of, Paardeberg campaign, 18b, 32c, 33d, 
| 34b, 36c, 37d, 39b, 40c,d, 41c, see also “ Horses : 

■ Exhaustion" 

i Irregular, difficulties of, 21a, 63b 

! horsemastership of. 16c, 18c, 233d, 235a, 236b,c 

| resuscitation of, 235d 

strength in May, 1901, 148c 
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Cavalry Division assembles, 30b 
broken up, 106b 
Belfast—Barberton, 101c 
Belfast operations, 98d 

Bloemfontein, advance from, strength and losses, 71b 
.. effective strength at, 52d, 54b 

,, no time to " condition ” horses, 55d 
,, glanders at, 60b 

Kimberley, rush on, 33c 

,, operations around, 34b 
Koodoosrand Drift, 25c 
Kroonstadt, advance from, 75d 
Machadodorp—Heidelberg, 104d 
Pretoria, operations around, 81-84 
Poplar Grove, 39d 
Pretoria—Middleburg, 96c 
Reit River, advance to, 31c 

starvation of, 53c. See “ Forage insufficient, 
effect on Cavalry Division” and "Cavalry 
Division losses ” 

Cavalry Division Losses. Men and horses compared, 32d 
Bloemfontein—Pretoria, 78b 
Kroonstadt—Pretoria, 77b, 78b 
Machadodorp—Heidelberg, 106a 
Modder River—Paardeberg, 38a 
Paardeberg—Poplar Grove, 39c, 42b 
Poplar Grove—Bloemfontein, 42b 
Pretoria—Middelburg, 97a 

starvation, 16a, 18a, 33c, 34b, 37d, 39d, 40d, 41c, 
53d 

Remount Department silent regarding starvation, 
134d, 135b, 230b 

Dead, disposal of, 41d, 46d, U8d, 296b 
Debility, see " Diseases ” 
farms, see " Remounts ” 

,, for cattle, 273a 
horses, see “ Horses debility ” 

Depots, Remount, see " Remount Depots " 

Transport, 272d 

Store, veterinary, see " Stores " 

Destruction of Horses for food, 45a, 61a, 67c 

indiscriminate, 57b, 120b, 134b,d, 135b,c, 193d 
loot stock, 175b 

captured, to be destroyed, 161a, 175b 
De Wet, first pursuit of, 90b 
second pursuit of, 110b 
marching rapidity of, 92a 
remounts for, llOd 
personality of, 92c 
Dewetsdorp, action at, 55d, 110a 

Derelict animals, 13b, 41c, 57b, 69b, 120c, 134c, 195c, 
205d, 272c 

Diamond Hill, action at, 81c 
Diseases and Injuries, 275 

sickness,monthly rate of, 119b, 148c, 156c, 186b, 
194a, 214d, 218c, 220a, 223d, 224b, see 
also " Hospitals ” 

,, chief causes of, 197, 227b,d, 275c 
,, delay in sending to hospital, 194a, 195b, 
275d 

,, percentage cured, 275d 
,, regimental care of, 5c, 69a, 79b, 83a, 241b, 

see “Hospitals” 

,, remount care of, see “ Hospitals " 

,, with troops, proportion of, see table, 
p. 276d 

,, June, 1900, 276a 
Biliary Fever, 45c, 85a, 160a, 289a 
Colic, Sand, 17d, 45d, 165a, 290d 
Cattle Plague, deaths from, 274a, 290a 
„ during 1901, 206b 

„ ., 1902,290a 

„ farms, on, 273c 

„ history of, 93b, 206b, 207c, 214d, 

216a 
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Diseases and Injuries continued — 

Cattle Plague, inoculations against, 206d, 207c, 290b 
„ loot stock, 273d 

„ military position unaffected by, 201c, 

208, 224b 

„ serum and bile stations, 207c 

spread, methods of, 206d, 207a, 216c 
supposed, at Victoria Road, 216b,c, 
217b 

„ clearing up after the war, 297c 
Debility, 291b 

„ destructions for, in 1901, 204d 
„ (see *' Horse Debility) 

Fever, sun, 45c 
Glanders, 277 

„ acute, diagnosis of, 279b 

„ Beira, 107c 

„ Boer ponies affected. 38a, 93b, 278b 

„ board ship, 277d, 278d, 24b, 13a 

„ "blue” (?), 225c 

,, cases, to June 1900, 276b, 278c, 279d 
„ Cavalry Division attacked, 60a, 83c 

„ Colonial Corps, 166c 

„ Debility Farms, 97c, 138b, 202d 

„ „ „ number destroyed, 204c 

„ diagnosis of, 279b. 280b 

„ importation of, 9d., 13d, 277d 

„ infection, sources of, 277d, 278a,b 
„ mallein, employment of, 280a, 281b, 283c 

„ ,, employment new to the staff, 

119c, 204c, 281c 

„ „ reaction irregular, 280c, 281c, 

„ „ „ delayed, 280d 

„ „ „ non-specific, 280d,281c 

„ „ for Repatriation Dept. 229a, 282c 

„ „ sales prior to testing, 282d 

„ ,, sources of, 283d 

„ „ amount supplied, 284a 

„ men not affected by, 284a 

„ mistakes alleged. 203c, 279c 

,, mules affected, 279b 

Natal, 22d, 23a, 24b, 45a 
,, " New Sickness," 203c, 279c 

,, obliteration of, 283d 

„ percentage affected with, 203c, 278d 

„ period occupied in getting rid of disease, 
283c 

„ Protection Stock, 202c 

„ Remount Authorities ask for Enquiry, 
203d 

,, Remount horses responsible for spread, 
23a, 84c, 60b, 203a,c,d, 205b 
„ Rhodesia, 63b, 278b 

„ spread of, causes, 23a, 60b, 84c, 278 et seq . 

„ spread after the war, 229b, 282d 

Heel Gall, 160a, 274d 
Horse Sickness, 277 

,, Barberton, 103b 

,, Beira, 107c 

,, Mafeking, 66d 

,, mortality, 277a 

,, Natal, 22d, 45d, 277b 

,, Plumer’s Force, 64b. 65a,b, 85b 

,, prevention of, 65b, 277a 

,, Transvaal, E., 158a 

„ „ N., 166c, 180d 

Influenza, 223d 
Lice, 286d 

Lymphangitis, Epizootic, 287a 

,, history, 287a 

,, ,, obliteration of, 287c 

,, prevalence after the war, 

287b 

Lightning, 103b, 295a 
Mange, 284b 

., Boer Forces affected with, 38a, 66a, 93b 
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Diseases and Injuries continued — ( 

Mange, blankets a source of infection, 238c, 285a 
,, cured, percentage of, 286c 

,, imported from oversea, 13a, 284c 
introduced by units, 13a, 19d 
obliteration, difficulty of, 285a,b 
,, outbreak, date of, 83b, 276b 
,, position at close of war, 229a 

Remount Depots and Debility Farms, 20b, 
23a, 97c, 100b, 104a, 138b, 139b, 202d, 
203a, 284c 

Remount authorities treat lightly, 203a,b 
,, treatment in Field, 119c, 285b 

Osteo-porosis, 123a, 289b 
Ophthalmia, Specific, 287d 

,, ,, prevalence, 288b 

Pleuro-Pneumonia, 206b, 289d 

,, Bloemfontein, 59d 

,, compensation for, 272c 

inoculation, 206b, 289d 
,, Klerksdorp, 224b, 289d 

,, Loot Stock, 273d 

Natal, 22d, 84d, 85b 
number of cases, 289d 
Plumers' Force, 65a 
,, Transport Farms, 273a 

,, Transvaal, East, 98b, 102a 

Poisonous Plants, 97d, 98d, 102a, 295c 
Quittor, 244a 

Sore Backs, lib, 18a, 6d, 24a, 41d, 42a, 59c, 63d, 
64a,d, 79c, 82a, 82c, 84a, 93a, 97b, 
101c, 103a, 104c, 131c, 160a, 166b, 
245, see also “ Sore Backs ” 

,, Boer Commando, 90b, 248b 

,, cases to be reported, 196c 

,, cases, neglect in reporting, 59c, 245a 
,, causes of, 235c, 247d, 248a, 249, 

250a,d, 251b 

Cavalry are not pack horses, 250b 
,, Crimea, in, 245a 

,, McClellan Saddle, caused by, 82c, 

84a 

dead and oscillating weight a cause, 
251 d 

,, history of, 245a 

inspection of, 251a 
,, manual of, 245b 

N.S.W. Bushmen, 93a 
,, position of injuries, 251b 

,, prevention of, old method, 235c, 245a 

248d 

,, saddle question, 245, see also 

" Saddles” 

,, saddle used in 1899, 246b 

,, study neglected, 235c 

weight a cause, 247d, 250a 
,, Yeomanry, in, 147c 

Strangles, boardship, 63c, 166b, 202b, 265c 
Thorns, 166c 
Tongue disease, 288c 
Veldt burns, 32b, 295a 
,, sores, 158b, 166c, 295a 
Villitis, septic, 166, 295a 
Wounds, 292 

,, fire, losses, 18c, 36a, 292, see also 
“ Engagements ” 

,, ,, men and horses compared, 

292d 

due to Artillery, 18c, 46a t 
55c, 76d, 136b, 293a 
due to Rifle, 17d, 20a, 46b, 
55c, 64d, 67a, 95a, 108a, 
227c, 293b, 294d 

., Rifle, protection against, 64d 
Doornkop, action at, 76d 
Donkey Transport, 215a 


Driefontein, action at, 40b 

Drives, see “Marches, Drives” and “War Operations ” 

Engagements : Allman’s Nek, 86c 
Baakenlaagte, 172c 
Babiansberg, 69d 
Barberton Operations, 101c 
Belfast, 98c 
Belmont, 17b 
Bergendaal, 99a 
Bethlehem, 89c 
Biddulphsberg, 88a 
Bloemfontein, operations around, 50a 
Bloemfontein, surrender of, 40c 
Blood River, 113a 
Blood River Poort, 171a 
Boschman's Kop, 219b 
Boschbult, 221b 
Botbaville, 109c 
Botha, Natal Raid, 170 
Botha’s Pass, 86b 
Braakpan, 162c 
Cape Town, attack on, 181c 
Colenso, 23c 
Dewetsdorp, 55d, 110a 
Diamond Hill, 81c 
Doornkop, 76d 
Driefontein, 40b 
Elandslaagte, 11 b 
Elands River, 94d 
Faber’s Post, 62c 
Fort Edward, 181a 
,. I tala, 171b 
,, Prospect, 171c 
Frederickstad, 109c 
Gedult, 162b 
Geluk, 98d 
Graspan, 17b 
Gruisfontein, 182d 
Hartebeestefontein, 162a 
Hekpoort Valley, 94a 
Helvetia, 151a 
Itala, Fort, 171b 
Jackal sfontein, 169b 
Johannesburg, surrender of, 77a 
Karee, 52d 

Kimberley, relief of, 30b 
,, siege, 60 
Kleinfontein, 180a 
Koomati Poort, operations, 101b 
Kroonstad, surrender, 70d 
Lady brand, 108d 
Lake Chrissie, 157a 
Langverwacht, 211b 
Lichtenburg, 162b 
Lindley, 87d 
Lombard's Kop, 11c 
Lydenburg, 99d 
Mafeking, seige of, 65 
,, relief of, 68 
Magersfontein, 18c 
Middelburg operations, 96c 
Moedwil, 174a 
Modder River, 17c 
Modderfontein, 178a 
Nooitgedacht, 149a 
Onderspoort, 83d 
Paardeberg, 36d 
Pietersburg, attack on, 180d 
Poplar Grove, 39a 
Pretoria, operations around, 83d 
,, surrender, 77d 
Prospect, Fort, 171e 
Reitfontein, lib 
RhenosterlKop, 112d 
., River, 88c 
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Engagements continued — 

Rooival, 22Id 
Rustenburg, 93c 
Sannah’s Post, 51d 
Slangfontein, 174c 
Spion Kop, 25c 
Stormberg, 21c 
Tafel Kop, 176c 
Talana, lOd 

Thabanchu operations, 56a, 57d 
Tugela Heights, 42d 
Tweebosch, 213d 
Tweefontein, 176d 
Utrecht, 150d 
Vaal Krantz, 26d 
Vet River, 69d 
Vlaakfontein, 163a 
Vryheid, 151a 
Wepener, 55b 
Wildfontein, 162b 
Wilmanrust, 167a 
Wittebergen, 89d 
Yzer Spruit, 212d 
Zand River, 70b 
Zilikat’s Nek, 83d 
Enteric Fever at Bloemfontein, 59b 
Epizootic Diseases, see ' * Diseases ’ ’ 

,, Lymphangitis, 287a 
Equipment, see “ Stores ” 

Exhaustion, see “ Horses ” 

Expeditionary Force, strength of, 122a, see “ War, Mobil¬ 
ization” 

Faber’s Put, action at, 62c 

Farcy, see " Diseases,” sub-head “ Glanders ” 

Farms, Dairy, 273a 

Debility, cattle, 273a 

,, horses, see " Remount Debility Farms ” 
Fischer s, 41a, 58d, 59c, 127b, 129a 
Lynch’s, 59a, 127b 
Supply, 273a 
Farriers, 240 

Army, cold-shoers, 241c 
,, corps of, necessary, 242b, 244d 
,, devotion and loyalty of, 79d, 241a 

,, hard work of, 241a,b, 242b 

,, history of, 240d 

,, irregular regiments, 21b, 63a 

,, losses among, 24Id 

,, mounted infantry, 21b, 160a, 242a 

,, organization collapses, 243b, 244c 

paucity of, 21b, 63a, 73a, 160a, 240d, 244d 
,, proportion of to horses, 241b, 242a, 243b 
,, reserve of, 241c, 242c 

,, specially enlisted, 243a 

Civilian, 49c, 199c, 242c,d 

,, numbers employed, 242d 

,, remuneration, 242c 

Farriery, 240 

shears, for lowering feet, 243d 
shoeing, army shod by Remount Department, 243a 
,, on board ship, 267a 

,, cold, 244b 

,, Colonial Corps, in, 21b, 63a 

,, difficulties, 21b, 37c, 73a, lOOd, 160a 
,, diseases due to neglect of, 244a 
,, in Mafeking, 66c 

,, remounts in Field, 37c, 126c, 241b 

shoes, Boer, utilized, 38a 

,, carriage of, in Field, 244c 

,, cast, seen everywhere, 243d. 

,, Egyptian pattern, 243c 

,, hand made, 243c 

,, long duration of wear, 241a 

,, nails brittle, 31a, 243d 

,, numbers issued, 243d, 244b 


Farriery continued — 

shoes, Ordnance mistakes in, 63d 
,, reserve of, 243b 
,, unsuitable, 18a, 31a, 243b 
Fire Casualties, consult “Engagements,” see “Diseases, 
sub-head Wounds” 

Fischer’s Farm, see “ Farms ” 

Food and Feedine, see " Forage ” 

Forage : Amount in South Africa on day of Peace, 298b 
animals well fed defy all weathers, 96d, 239a 
debility horses, feeding of, 49b, 137c, 138a 
” feeding ” under fire, 26b, 27b, 42d 
hay not provided, 39d, 187c, see “ Forage, Grazing ” 
horses destroyed to save, 134b 
local supplies not permitted to be used, 95b 
,, not sufficiently utilized, 187d 
nose-bags, value of, 239a 
oxen starved on Karoo, 216c 
sales of, to Repatriation Department, 298a 
sales after the War, 298c, 305b 

Grazing, 7b, 14b, 15c, 16c, 17b, 18b, 19c, 25c, 29b, 
29d, 32a, 34d, 35b, 42a, 76b, 187d. 230c, 
235d 

,, destroyed by Columns, 187d, 195c 

poisonous plants, 97d, 98d, 102a, 295c 
Rations, baggage first, 196b 
Crimea, in the, 190b 

,, increased asked for, 14b, 15b, 29c, 190a, 
236a 

,, at Paardeberg, burned, 38b 

,, ,, and error in German Official 

account, 37c 

scale of, 14d, 19c, 24b. 29d, 39d, 138a, 187d. 
235d 

waste of, 83c, 135d, 136a,c, 138b, 198c, 202a. 
239a, 243d, note 

,, insufficient, 14d, 19c, 30d, 33c, 37a,b.d, 38b, 
39d, 40b, 54c, 55a, 77a, 95d, 
96d, 98b, 101b, 104c, 134d, 
135b, 136a, 138a, 157c, 158a, 
187c, 190a,b, 229d, 235d 
,, did not apply to Natal, 24b 

influence on campaign, 16a, 18b, 
29c, 97d, 187c, 190a, 236a 
,, effect on Cavalry Division, 16a, 

30d, 39d, 71d, 236a 
effect of, together with cold, 96d, 
106b, 273d 

Royal Commission on, 187d note 
no comment on by Remount 
Dept., 134d, 135b, c, 187c, 190a, 
230a 

at sea, 49a 

Free State operations, see “ War Operations ” 

Fredericks tad, action at, 109c 
Frontier Force, 63c 

Glanders, see ' ‘ Diseases ' ’ 

Geduld, action at. 162b 
Geluk, action at, 98d 
Graspan, action at, 17b 
Grazing, see “ Forage ” 

Gruisfontein, action at, 182d 
Guerilla War, 146 

Gunshot Wounds, see “ Diseases, sub-head Wounds ” 

Hartebeestfontein, action at, 162a 
Heel-rope gall. 274d 
Hekpont Valley, action at, 94a 
Helvetia, attack on, 151a 
Hertzog, invasion of, 151 
Horses* 

abandoned, 13b, 120c, 134c, 195c, 205d, 272d 

* The references under “ Horses ” cover all other than purely Remount 
matters; these will be found grouped under ” Remounts.” Overlapping 
necessarily occurs, and both words should be consulted. 
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Horses continued — 

acclimatisation of, 14c, 52d, 239b 

Army orders, relative to, 120b, 194a, 195b,d 

bad, sec " Remounts” 

big versus little, 45c, see also “ Remount Horses,” and 
" Remount Department, Horses” 
branding, 24c, 274b 
breeds of America, North, 229d 
,, South, 230b 
Argentine, 81c, 122d, 132d 
,, Australasia, 230b, 232b 
,, Canada, 230b 
England, 230c 
Hungary, 82b, 231a 
,, Russia, 230a 

,, South Africa, 127c, 231a 

,, ,, endurance and vitality, 122b, 

231a 

,, ,, not wanted, 132d, 133b 

,, ,, numbers of, 132c, 133c, 152b, 

168c, 185b, 200d, 204b 
,, ,, ordered to be used, 200d 

,, qualities of, 133b 

,, ,, unobtainable (?), 123b, 132b 

captured, see " Captures” and ” Remount Horses ” 
casualties in action, sec “Engagements,” “Diseases, 
sub-head Wounds,” “ Mounted Infantry 
Losses ” 

,, from disease, see “Diseases,” “Horses: 
Exhaustion,” “Horses : Debility,” “Veteri¬ 
nary Hospitals,” and “ Statistics ” 
condition of, 30d, 32d, 40d, 50a, 53b, 55c, 70a, 71c, 73a, 
77c, 78d, 81d, 83c, 84c, 104b, 127b, 166b, 
177b, 183d, 187a, 188b,d, 189d 
conditioning of, 84c, 129d, 188a, 189a,b,d, 226b, see 
also “ Horse Training,” “ Remount 
Horses, conditioning of ” 

,, value, 189d 

„ must carry weight, 188b 

,, before joining columns, 196c, 224d, 

225b, 226a 
countries of importation, 229c 
dead, see “ Dead, disposal of” 

Debility, classification of 127b 

„ depots for, 229b, see also “Camps—rest ” 

,, destroyed to save forage, 134b, 135a 
,, farms for, see “Remount—Debility Farms” 

„ feeding of, 49b, 137c, 138a, see also “Forage” 
history of, 49b, 97c, 104b, 127b 
„ number of, 186b, 278b 

„ strength 6th Dragoons, 52d 

,, ,, 9th Lancers, 37a 

„ travel badly, 127b 

derelict, 13b, 120c, 134c, 195c, 205d, 272d, see 

“ Derelict ” 

destruction of, see “ Destruction of horses ” 
diseases of, see “ Diseases ” 

exhaustion of, 17c, 18b, 32a, 32c, 33d, 34b, 36a, 37d, 39a, 
40c, 41c, 50a, 56a, 57c, 70a, 71c, 73a, 77c, 
78d, 81d, 95d, 101b, 104b, 127b, 128b, 
134c, 136a, 187a 

exhaustion, example of loss from, 128b, 144a 

,, 9th Lancers, strength on 21st Feb., 1900,37a 
,, 6th Dragoons ,, 31st Mar., 1900,52d 
Hungarian, 82b, 231a 
Guerilla War, effect on, 152b, 154c, 155c 
issue of, sec “ Remount Horses ” and “ Remount 
Department ” 

kindness to, want of, 79d. 236b 

losses, total during war, 226d 

management, sec “ Horsemastership ” 

neglect of, in the Field, 235a, 236b 

new. a panacea, 134b, 139d, 177b, 187b, I90c, 236b 

number in S.A. on proclamation of peace, 229a 

pampering, see “ Horsemastership ” 

“Protection,” cost of scheme, 202c 


Horses continued — 

“ Protection,” death, cause of, 202b 

,, disgraceful state, Mooi River, 201b 

feeding of, 202a 

history of, 131d, 133d, 152a, 200c, 201d, 
202d 

,. losses, 202c 

not to be utilized, 201c 
,, purchase of, 200d, 202a 

,, registration of, 202a 

,, Times History of, 202d 

., system, want of, 200d, 201a,d 

purchased from enemy, 134a 
question in 1900, 131 
„ 1901, 184 

question and Veterinary Service in 1899-1900, 134a 
remounts, sec ” Remounts ” 

,, requisitioned, 128a 

,, reserve of, 121a 

sale after the war, 282c, 297d 
sale during the war, 139c,d, 195b, 206a 
salvage of, 13b, 134c, 195c, see also “ Derelict,” 
“ Horses : derelict,” “ Horses: stray ” 
shoeing of, see ‘' Farriery ’ * 

“ horse-sickness,” see “ Diseases ” 
sick rate, see “ Hospitals : veterinary ” 
starvation, see “ Cavalry division : starvation, and ditto 
losses.” Forage: rations insufficient ” 
statistics, cause of wastage, see “ Horses, wastage,“ 
‘ ‘ Statistics, ” “ Remount Department' ’ 
stray, to be collected by Columns, 120c, 195b,c, see 
“Horses, derelict” 

supply of, see “ Remount Department ” 
training of, 177c, 201b, 226b, 233d, 234a,c,d, see also 
“ Horses: conditioning of,” “ Remount horses: con¬ 
ditioning of ” 

transport by rail, see “Transport ” 

• > sea, ,, ,, 

unsound, 232c 

wastage, 97c, see “ Horses abandoned,” “Horses, condi¬ 
tion.” “Horses, debility,” “Horses, exhaustion,” 
“Horses, salvage,” “ Statistical Inquiry ” 
wastage in 1901, 121a, 142b, 186c, 187a. 188 

„ control of, 190c, see “ Remount Department, 
horses ” 

„ and untrained men, 147b,c, 158c, 184c, 186c, 
233b 

weight carried by, 250, see “ Sore backs ” 
Horsemastership, 233 

Artillery, 117b, 161c, 234c. 235a,b. 237, 238b,d 
bedding, Continental system, 234c 
blankets, use and abuse, see “ Blankets ” 

Cavalry, 117b, 233d, 234, 235b 
enemy, among the, 248b 
failure in, 235a, 238c 
hay nets, 248c 

horses, ideal condition of life for, 240a 
„ kindness to, want of, 79d, 236b 
„ pampering of, 237b, 239a,c, 240a 
„ training of, 234c,d 
mounted infantry, 237a 
neglect of, 195a, 235a, 236b 

„ evidence of Commanders, 195a, 236c 
nose-bags, 239a 
peace time to learn, 235a 
picketing, 238c, 274d, 275b 
practice disliked, 235b 

sore backs, caused by bad, 250a, see also “ Sore Backs ” : 
“ Horses, conditioning of” : “ Horses, condition of” : 
“ Horses, new ” : “ Horses, training of ” : “ Horses, 
weight carried by,” : “ Saddles ” 

Hospitals, Veterinary, bad, 118b, 119b, 120a. 193d 

Civil Veterinary Surgeons posted to, 73b,c,d, 74b, 
85a, d, 119a,b 
come last, 59b, 199d 
congestion of, 193d 
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Hospitals, Veterinary, continued — 

construction, essentials of, 197d, 198a 
cost of, 224c 

cured, percentage of, 197b, 275d 
creation approved officially, 72a, 116c 
criticisms, Remounts, Assistant-Director of, 134d, 
193c 

criticisms, Supplies, Director of, 135c 
death and destruction, rate of, 197b, 276a 
demobilisation of, 299d 
efforts to improve, 194a, 198a, 199a 
no equipment or transport for, 4a, 13a, 28d, 72b, 
79b, 97a 

Indian, borrowed, lOa.b, 13c, 49c, 115d, 199c 
Indian, personnel for, 58c, 199c 
Inspector of Hospitals (layman) appointed, 119d, 
190c, 193c, 194a, 194b, 198b 
„ Colonel Long’s powers, 194b, 198b 
in 1901, 196b, 199b 
in 1902, 223a 

mobile, 57b, 196c, 85a, 86c, 98c, 110b, 158b, 160a, 
167d, 198d, 199b 
mobile function of, 198, 223d 
none provided, 3a, 5d, 10a, 69a, 113b, 114a 
numbers of in S.A., 197c 

officers, combatant, control of, 72d, 79d, 80c, 114a, 
115b, 117a, 119d, 223b 

officers, veterinary, for, difficulties in obtaining, 
72c, 74b, 119b 

officers, Lieut.-Col. Veterinary Service placed sub¬ 
ordinate to a Major, 117c 
organization of, 72a, 80a,b, 116c, 117a 
personnel killed at Tweebosch, 213c 
Remount Depots, attached to, 48a, 115d, 116a 
Remount Depot, removed from, 116a 
Remount interference with, 48a, 85a. 114b, 124b, 
126c, 200b 

Return, form of, 200b 
unsubstantial nature of, 199d 
sick, admissions, examples of, 118b, 197a 
sick animals, number per Veterinary officer, 80a 
sick animals, Remount care of, 20c, 23a, 35a, 48a, 
84c, 115b, 116b, 124b 
sick animals after the War, 224d 
sick cases travel badly by rail, 117c, 268d 
sick cases to be grouped, 275c 
sick, Director of Transport prescribes treatment, 
116c 

sick, monthly rate of, 275b 
sick, nature of cases in, 275c 
sick, nature of, in the Field, 227c,d 
sick, numbers in the Field, 1901, 186b 
sick, number of debility horses, 186b 
sick rate, Feb., 1902, 223a,c 
„ May, „ 224b 

„ regimental, 79b, 83a, 227b, 241b 

regimental care of, 5c, 69a 

no staff for, 3a, 41b, 69a, 72b, 72c, 79b, 83b, 124a, 
199c 233a 

Statistics, 118a,b, 119a,b, 186b, 197b, 223a,c, 
224b,d, 227b, 275b,c.d, 276a 
Statistics for 1901, 197a, b 
War Office scheme for, in 1887, 113b 
„ in 1892, 113c,d 

War Office Regulations, Field Service, 1892, 117a 
War Office Regulations, Supply of Army in Field, 
1892, 114c 

Other references will he found in text at p. 276d. 

Imperial Yeomanry, see “ Yeomanry ” 

Indian Hospitals and Personnel, see Hospitals 
Infantry, Mounted, see “ Mounted Infantry ” 

Itala Fort, attack on, 171b 

Jackalsfontein, action at, 169b 
Johannesburg, hospital, 196d 
surrender of, 77a 


Karee, action at, 52d 
Kimberley, hospital at, 34d 
relief of, 30b 
siege of, 60 

Kleinfontein, action at, 180a 
Klipt Drift, passage of, 32c 
Knee haltering, 239a 
Koodoosrand Drift, 35b 
Koomati I’oort operations, 101b 
Kritzinger, invasion by, 151 
Kroonstad, advance from, 75d 
hospital, 71d, 72c, 73b, 118b 
surrender of, 70d 

Ladybrand, attack on, 108d 
Ladysmith, siege of. 12b, 43b 

,, animals, number alive at end of, 46c 
,, „ number of, in, 43b 

,, ,, condition, end of siege, 45b 

,, ,, daily destruction for food, 45a 

,, dead, disposal of, 46d 

,, diseases prevalent, 45c 

,, fire injuries, 46a 

forage, amount of, 43c 
,. horses turned adrift, 44d 

,, losses during, 46c 

,, officers, veterinary, present, 47a 

,, rations, 44b 

,, veterinary hospitals, 43d, 44b 
„ „ personnel aid defence, 46b 

„ water supply during, 45c 

Laminitis, 32d, 49a, 71c, 73a, 97b 
Langverwacht, action at, 211b 
Lake Chrissie, action near, 157a 
Lice, 286d 

Lichtenburg, attack on, 162b 
Lightning, 103b, 295a 
Lindley, action at, 87d 

Loot cattle, veterinary arrangements for, 272b 
Lombard’s Kop, action at, 11c 
Lydenburg operations, 99d 
Lynch’s Farm, see Farms 

Mafeking, 12b 
relief of, 68 
siege of, 65c 

„ rations during, 67b 

,, losses „ 67a 

Magaliesburg Mountains, 93d, 149b 
Magersfontein, action at, 18c 
Mallein. see “Diseases—Glanders” 

Mange, see “Diseases” 

Martial law, 15d, 152a, 181b, 188c, 200c 
Marches, Artillery, 237 
Barberton, on, 102b 
,, out of, 103b 

Bloemfontein-Pretoria, 77d 
Botha on Baakenlaagte, 172b 
Calvinia-Williston, 153b 
Clanwilliam, on, 181b 
Cronje, against, 36c 
day, and drives by night, 212b 
De Wet, first chase, 90b 
,, second chase, 110b 

,, against, 154d 

drives, exhausting nature of, 219d, 220d. 222b 

Dundee-Ladysmith, 11a 

Eland’s River, relief of, 95a 

Gorringe and Crabbe, 169d 

Itala, to relief of, 171c 

Inniskilling Dragoons, made by, 228 

Jeudwine’s, 164d 

night, 161b, 165a, 167c, 183d, 212b 
Kimberley, operations in, 33b,c 
Kitchener, W., 171d 
Mach ad odor p—Heidelberg, 104c 
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Marches continued — 

Mafeking, relief for, 68b 
unnecessary, 70a 
Methuen’s, 91c, 94b, 112c, 212c 
Orange River—Modder River, 17c 
Orange Free State, remarkable, 209c 
Plumer against De Wet, 155a, 156b 
Plumer into Transvaal, 64a,d 
Henson, relief of, 173a 
Rimingtons, 174d 
Scobell on Jansenville, 163c 
Smut’s ride. 174a, 178c 
Transvaal, E., 183b 
Zeerust—Krugersdorp, 96a 
Middelburg operations, 96c 
Mobile hospitals, see “ Hospitals, mobile ” 

Mobilization, sec “ War ” 

Modder River, action at, 17c 
Modderfontein, ,, 178a 

Modwil, ,, 174a 

Molteno, retreat on, 22a 

Mounted Infantry, backbone of Columns, 158c 
creation, difficulties of, 31b, 35d, 36a 
horsemanagement, in, 31b, 55a 
horses, sick, proportion of, I62d 
„ unattended to, 83b 
insufficient farriers, 21b, 160a, 241c, 242c 
losses, Bloemfontein-Kroonstad, 71d 
,, in Eastern Transvaal, 158a 

,, in one regiment, 227a 

,, Kroonstad-Pretoria, 81c 
,, under fire, 36a 
„ Orange River-Bloemfontein, 42c 
men unable to ride, 31 a,c, 35d 
organization, 30b, 53d, 54b, 148b 
strength in 1901, 148c 

„ at Pretoria, 81c, 84a 
training in the Field, 147c, 148b 
Mules, condition of, maintained, 45c, 270d 
care of, by Elliott, 159d 
casualties, see “ Engagements ” 
countries from which supplied, 229c 
knee haltering of, 270b 
loading of. sec Plate iii, Fig 4 
loss at sea, 185a, 260d, 261, 262c 
„ by drowning, 25b, 270b 
„ during the war, 226c, 271b 
marvellous animals, 45c, 270a, 271b 
Modder River-Bloemfontein losses, 42c 
numbers supplied, 185a 

„ on day of peace, 224b 
overdriving and overloading of, 144c, 271b 
rations insufficient, 14d, 270c, see also “ Forage ” 

„ none available, 38b, 77a. 101b 
small, value of, 78c, 270a 
stampede of, 11c 

stallions, imported, 14a, 22b, 136c, 137a 
starvation and bad weather, effect of, 96d, 106b 
transport, see “ Transport in the Field ’ ’ 
tied together for grazing, 270b 

Natal Army, exclusive attitude of, 124a 
„ operations, see “ War operations ” 

„ railways, see “ Railway ” 

New Sickness, 203c, 204b 
New Zealand M.R. at Pietersburg, 166b 
Nooitgedacht, action at, 149a 
North American horses, 229d 
Nosebags, 239a, 268b 

Ordnance Department, Farriers’ Stores, 63d 

„ Veterinary Stores, supply of, 303d 

Organization for War, see “ War ” 

Onderste Poort, action at, 83d 

Operations, see “Tableof Contents’* and “War operations" 
Ophthalmia, Specific, see “ Diseases ” 

Osteo-porosis, 123a, 289b 


Oxen, branding, 274b 

captured, 33c, 273b, 274a 
care of, Elliott's, 159d 
„ Plumer’s, 64c 

casualties, Machadodorp—Heidelberg, 105b 
„ loss total during war, 143a, 274a 

„ Modder River—Bloemfontein, 42c 

,, death rate, 274a 

,i 33c, 42c, lOld, 102d, 105a, 105c, 106a 

collection of abandoned and loot, 272c, 273d 
debility farms for, 217a, 273a 

„ death rate on, 274a 
diseases affecting, see “ Diseases ” 
foot sore, 272a 

grazing, 25c, 26b, 271d, 273b, 274a 
hired, 272b 

humanity towards, 144a,d, 272a 
loads drawn, 272b 
loot stock, 207d, 273b 

„ numbers of, 274a 
management, 50d, 144d, 271c, 272a. b 
overloading, 26c, 144c, 196a, 199a 
pace of, 272a 
purchased, 272c 
salvage of, 120c, 272d, 273d 
starvation and cold, effect of, 273d 
starved on the Karoo, 216b 
tulp poisoning, 98d, 295 
veterinary service with, 272b, 274b 
see also “ Transport in the Field ’ ’ 

Paardeberg, action at, 36c, 37b 
Pampering of horses. 237b, 239a,c, 240a 
Picketing, 238b, 274d 
Pietersburg hospital, attack on, 180d 
Pleuro-pneumonia, see “ Diseases ” 

Poisonous Plants, 97d, 98d, 102a, 295c 
Poplar Grove, action at, 39a 
Pretoria hospital, 79b, 117d, 118a 
„ operations around, 83d 

„ surrender of, 77d 

Prieska rebellion, 61 d 
Prinsloo, surrender of, 90a 
Protected horses, see “ Horses, protection ” 

Protectorate Regiment, 63a 
Pyaemia, 203c, 204a 

Quaggafontein, action at, 174b 

Quartermaster-General and Veterinary Service, 192b 
Quittor, see “ Diseases ” 

Railway, Natal, special dangers of, 87a, 125d 
strategically employed, 269a 
spread of disease through, 269b 
Railway Transport, see “ Transport ” 

“ Rapidan” Transport, 264d 
Rebellion, Cape Colony, 61b 
Redwater, 66a, 224b 
Reitfontein, action at, lib, 116 
Repatriation Department, 282c, 297d, 298a,d 
Rest Camp, see “Camps” 

Rhenoster River, action at, 88c 
Rhenoster Kop „ 112d 

Rhodesia Force, 65b note, 63, 64, 64c, 65b, 93a 
Rhodesian Field Force, 65b note, 106c, 108a 
„ Redwater, 298d 

Rifle Fire, see “ Diseases, sub-head Wounds ” 

Rinderpest, see “ Diseases—Cattle Plague” 

Roaring, 230b 
Rooiwal, action at, 221 d 
Rope Gall, 274d 

Royal Commission on the War, la,b, 3a, 4a, 9c, 14b, 15 a 
29d, 31a,c, 38b, 42c, 45d, 46d, 114d, 121b, 135d 141b’ 
143a, 161c, 177c, 184c, 185b, 187d, 192d, 193b, 198b 
233b, 234b,c, 235b, 236c,d, 237, 238a,b, 239a, 241b 
242a,b, 243b, 244d, 247b, 249b, 250b, 252d, 253a, 260d’ 
270d * 



Supplement to The 
Veterinary Record. 


317 


Rustenburg, attack on, 93c 
Russian Cobs, 230a 

Remount Debility Farms, 20c, 23b, 41a, 49b, 59a,b, 97c, 
104b, 125b, 126b, 127b, 135d, 137a, 202d 
blunders in selecting, 137b,d, 138a 
dangers of, 205a 

diseases in, 138b, 139b, 202a,c, 204b 
glanders and mange in, number of cases, 204d 
in 1901, 202d 
in 1902, 225d, 226b 
neglect in, 138c 

veterinary neglect of, 139a,b,d, 204b, 205a,c 
numbers destroyed on, 204d 
„ on, 59a, 127b, 186a 

„ returned to fighting line, 138c 

organization absent, 137b,c, 138b, 202d, 204b 
„ of, 292a 

poisoned Remount Depots, 202d 
rations for, 49b, 127b, 135b, 137c, 206a 

The references to “ Horses” under “ Remounts” are mainly connected 
with the Special Remount side of the case. The general question is 
indexed under “Horses”; both however should be consulted, as over¬ 
lapping is inevitable. 

Remount Department, absorbs all horse questions, 114d, 
191d, 200a 

absorbed by Transport Department, 114b, 115b, 
123c, 126c, 192c 

absorbs veterinary questions, 191d, 192c,d, 200a 
break down of, cause, 122b 
Cape Remount Service, 123c, 126b 
Court of Enquiry on, references:—120c, 121a,b, 
123a,b.c, 124b,c, 126a, 128b, 132c, 133a,b, 134a,d, 
137c, 138d, 139c, 148a, 184d, 185b, 186a, 201d, 
202a, 203a, 231c, 232c, 253a, 255c,d, 256a,d, 
257c, 258c, 259a, 260a,c, 261d, 262c, 263a,c, 
264a,b,c, 265b,c, 266a, 268c, 269b, 284c 
criticisms by Royal Commission, 9d 
„ in Times History, 53b, 187a 
divorced from Transport Department, 126c 
glanders and mange, views on, 203a, 204c,d, 225c 
horse question, end of 1900, 131b 

„ and veterinary service, 134a 

„ in 1901, 184c' 

horses, big, demanded, 45c, 122c, 134b, 229d, 
230b,c, 232a 

„ demands, for end of 1900, 148c 
,, destruction of, urged by, 134b,d, 193d 
„ „ urged by D. of S., 135c 

,, effect of guerilla war on, 152b, 154c, 155c 

,, Expeditionary Force, strength of, 122a 

,, Inspector-General appointed, 189b, 224d 

„ „ only remains a few weeks, 225b 

„ Inspector of Remounts not in the Field, 

127c 

1 , „ qualifications of, 

124d, 125a 

m *, rank andauthority 

of, 124c, 125a 

„ Lord Kitchener on, 189a,b 

„ lost, Oct., 1899-Dec., 1900, 142d 

„ „ Jan., 1901-Dec., 1901, 185c 

„ numbers in S. Africa on 31st May, 229a 
„ starvation rations for, no comment on, by 
Royal Commission. 187c 
„ starvation rations for, no comments on, 
134d, 135b,c, 187c, 190a, 230a, note 
„ destruction of cavalry division, no comment 
on, cause of, 134d 

„ protection, see “ Horse Protection ” 

„ sales of, see “ Sales ” 

„ supplied, 1902, 226b 
„ „ Jan. ’01—Dec. ’01, 185c 

„ supplies of month by month, 1901, 148a 
,, supplied Oct. ’99—Dec. 00, 142d 
„ total losses for campaign, 226c 


Remount Department continued — 

horses, wastage of and untrained men, 147b,c, 158c, 
184c, 233b 

11 .1 in one Cavalry regiment, 227a 

n „ in one M.I. regiment, 227a 

,, „ control of, 190c 

11 1 , excessive, example, 128b, 186c 

11 1 , excessive, causes of, 187a, 188a 

n n due to unfit horses, 97c, sec also 

“ Horses, condition of” 

„ in 1902, 224d 

mules, total losses for campaign, 226c, see also 
“ Mules ” 

Natal and Cape operations unite, 123b, 125d, 131b 
Natal operations, 124b, 125b, 201b, 225a,b 
incompetent officers, 124c,d, 137d, 138d, 225b 
231 d, 232a 

organization of, 120d 
preparation for war, 120c, 121 d 
purchasing officers, difficulties of, 235d 
„ recalled, 147c 

remount supply did not fail, 236a 
report on operations, 134d 
staff sent to S. Africa, 121c, l ?3b 
veterinary staff for, 5a, 28d, 59d, 131a,b, 204b 
205a, 225d 

Remount Depots, 12c, 20b, 22a 23a, 87b, 113d, 123c, 125c 
arrive from England, 126d 
Cape Colony Depots, 123c, 126b,d, 127b, 225a 
Harri smith, 128c 
Inspection of, 194a 
Machadadorp. 103d, 104c, 128c 
mange and glanders in, 203a, 284c 
Mooi River, 23a. 84c, 125c, 201b, 225d 
model type, 129a 

Natal Depots, 125a,b, see also “Mooi River” 
organization upset, 123d 
pressure in, 204b 

sick horses admitted to, 20c, 23a, 84c, 137a 
Remount Horses, abundance encourages waste 57d 97c 
236b 

bad, supplied, 77c, 229c, 231 b,c, 232a 
Basutoland, source of supply, 127c, 133c 
big horses demanded, 45c, 122c, 134b, 229d 230b c 
232a 

Bloemfontein, issues at, 53a, 126d 
breeds of horses, 229c 

captures of, 127d, 131 d, 160a, 161a, 175b, 185c, 
201 d, 226c.d, see also “Captured animals,” 
“Statistical Inquiry” 
captured to be destroyed, 161a, 175b 
class suited to South Africa, 122b 
conditioning of, 129d, 177b, 187a, 188a, 189c 196c 
226a 

condition necessary, 188b. 189d 
conditioned, to be, before joining column 196c 
224d, 225b, 226a 

countries from which obtained, 229c 
„ imported from, 229c 
delays in purchase, 9a, 121b,d 
derelict, 13b, 120c, 134c, 195c, 205d, 272d, sec 
also “ Derelict animals,” “ Horses abandoned, 
derelict, stray” 

issued at Pretoria ; condition of, 82b, 83b, 128a 
issued during fighting neglected, 83a, 91d 100b 

126c, 128b 

losses of, see “ Remount Department” 
losses when travelling byroad, 73a, 78d, 97b 100c 
126d 

neglected in Field, 236b, 235a 
“new horse.” a panacea, 57c, 97c, 134b, 139d 
177b, 187b, 190c, 236b 

none said to be suitable in South Africa, 123b, 
132b, see also “ Horses, S. Africa ” 
not to accompany Columns, 196c 
oversea, condition on arrival, 134b, 187a 
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Remount Horses continued — 

purchased from enemy, 134a 
requisitioned, 128a 
reserve of, 121a 

rest, before joining Columns, 188c, 189a,c 
sales of, see “ Horses—Sales ” 
salvage, 13b, 134c, 195d, see also “derelict” 
above, and “ Statistics ” 
small, subsequently approved, 230c 
sources of supply, 121d, 122a 
South Africa, see “ Horses, breeds of ” 
supplies of, see “ Remount Department ” 
stray to be collected, 120c, 195b,c, see “ salvage,” 
above 

training unbroken horses, 177c, 201b 
training for war, 226b, 234b 
unsound, 232c 

wastage anticipated, 121a, 142b, 184d, 188a 
waste ruinous, 97c, sec, also “ Horses, wastage,” 
“ Remount Department, Horses wastage,” ditto, 

“ Total loss,” “ Statistical Inquiry ” 

Saddles, blankets, see “Blankets” 

defects of, 18a,c, 64a, see also " Sore Backs ” 
destruction and waste of, 248b 
evolution of, 245b 
experimental, 82c, 245d 

fitting of, lightly treated, 245c, 248d, 249b, 250d, 251a 
iron arch, 246b 

injuries caused by, see “Sore Backs ” 

9th Lancers, unfit for service, 18a 
McClelleu, 82c, 84a 
panic purchases of, 247b 
panels removed from, 246a, 249a 
reserve of, 3c, 247a 
type required, 248a 
types used in war, 247a 
weight carried in, 40a, 247d, 250a 
Sales, horses, after the war, 282c, 297d 

„ horses, during the war, 139c,d, 195b, 206a 
Salvage, horse, .see “ Horses,” see also “ Derelict animals,” 
“ Horses abandoned, derelict, stray ” 

Sand Colic, 17d, 45d, 65a, 290d 

Sannah’s Post, action at, 51 d 

Shell Fire, see “Diseases, sub-head Wounds” 

Ship diseases, see “Transport by Sea” 

Ship transport, ,, ,, 

Shoeing, see “Farriery” 

Skin Diseases, see “ Diseases ” 

Slangfontein, action at, 174c 
Spion Kop, action at, 25c 

Stampedes, 11c, 37a, 62d, 84d, 151a. 157b, 163b, 179d, 221b, 
239d 

Starvation rations, see “ Forage rations,” “ Cavalry Division 
starvation ” 

Stock Farms, sec “ Farms 

„ protected, 168c, 202b, see also “ Horses ” 

„ Recovery Department, 120b, 195c, 205d, 272d 
Stormberg, action at, 20d 
Strangles, see “ Diseases ” 

Sun Fever, 45c 

Sore Backs, lib, 18a, 24a, 4Id, 42a, 59c, 63d, 64a.d, 79c, 
82c, 84a, 93a, 97b, 101c, 103a, 104c, 131c, 160a. 
245a, see also “ Diseases, sore backs ” 

Cavalry not pack horses, 250b 
concealment of injury, 59c, 245a 
causes of, 247a, 248d, 250d, 251 b,d 
,, alterations in shape, 248d 
„ dead pressure, 16c, 195b, 237c 
,, defective management, 249c, 250a 
,, muscle waste, 251d 
effective weight a horse can carry, 250b 
epizootic of, 18d, 59c 
excessive weight, 235c, 280a 

horsemastership, defective, a cause, 18b, 54d, 59c, 
245a, 250a 


Sore Backs continued — 

“ horse power ” not understood by staff, 250b 

McClellan saddle, caused by, 82c, 84a 

in the past, 235c, 245a 

New Yeomanry, and, 147c 

ordered to hospital, 196c 

prevention of, 248d 

„ old system of, 235c, 245a 
resulting from 15 days’ work, 79c 
saddles left on day and night, 18b 
seat of chief injuries, 251b 
Staff College education, 192a, note 

„ „ one of its results, 203b 

Staff ignorance of horses and condition, 50b, 69b, 70a,b 
of “ horse-power,” 36d note, 250b 
of horse questions, 115d note, 233b 
of its own work, 56d note, 89a note 
of rations for animals, 14d 
requires tact in dealing with, 198b, note 
of transport questions, 51b note, 272b 
of veterinary service, 69b,c, 115d, 199d, 203b, 
206d, 207d, 216c, 307c 

Statistical Inquiry, animals, numbers on 31st May, 1902, 
229a 

captured horses, numbers of, 185c, 226d 
cavalry, fighting strength, June, 1901, 148d 
losses in action, see “ Engagements,” Fire injuries 
under “ Diseases, sub-head Wounds ” 

„ anticipated rate, 121a, 142b, 184d 
„ „ revised, 184d, 188a 

caused by De Wet invasion, 156c 
3rd Cavalry Brigade, July, Aug , 1900, 96b 
June, July, Aug., 1900, 
143a, 145 

„ Cavalry Division, Barberton-Machadodorp, 
103c 

,, Cavalry Division, Bloemfontein-Kroonstad, 
71b 

,, 11th Division, Bloemfontein-Kroonstad, 71b 

,, Cavalry Division, Carolina-Heidelberg, 106a 

,, Cavalry, Kroonstad-Pretoria, 77b, 78b, 81c 
,, M.I., Kroonstad-Pretoria, 81c 

,, Cavalry, M.I. and Transport, Modder River- 
Bloemfontein, 42b,c 
„ Columns, in 1902, 214d, 223d 
control of, 187a, 188a,b,d 
,, in 1901, correspondence on, 188d 
,, dead and temporary defined, 142b 
debility horses, 204d, 226a and note 
De Wet s, in second chase, 111c 
,, due to De Wet's invasion, Cape Colony, 186c 
,, due to operations E. Transvaal, Feb., 1901, 
186c 

due to unfit horses, 56b, 128b, 186a, 187a,188a, 
189a, see also “Losses from Exhaustion” 

,, due to untrained men, 147b,c, 158c, 184c, 187a 
due to want of food, see “ Forage,” “ Cavalry 
Division, starvation ” 
in Eastern Transvaal, 157 
losses, exhaustion, examples of, 32d, 34a,b, 36d. 
39c, 52d. 54c, 56a,b, 128b, see also “Cavalry, 
exhaustion,” “Horses, exhaustion,” “Horse*., 
condition,” “ Cavalry Division, losses, Kroonstad 
Pretoria,” and “ Cavalry Exhaustion ” 
losses, Free State, June, 1901, 159c, 161a 

„ information to be furnished by Columns, 
195d 

,, information, sources of, 141a,b 
,, mean annual rate, 14Id, 142d, 226c 
,, mean monthly rate, 142b, 186a,b 
,. dead, mean monthly rate, 142b, 186a,b 
„ temporary, mean monthly rate, 142b, 186a, b 
dead, mean daily rate, 1900-1, 186a 
daily throughout war, all animals, Preface 

I mules during war, 271b 

,, one M.I. regiment for a year, 227d 
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Statistical Inquiry continued — 

losses, one regiment during war, 227a 

„ Oct., 1899—Dec., 1900, 143a, 185d, 186a 

„ Jan., —Dec., 1901, 185c.d, 186a,b 

Jan., —May, 1902, 226c 

,, protection horses, 202c 

„ oxen, 1899-1900, 143a 

„ „ during war, 274a 

,, remounts on road to Bloemfontein, 126d 
„ „ Lydenburg, 100b 

„ transport, advance on Barberton, 102d 
„ „ mules, Carolina—Heidelberg, 106a 

„ „ oxen „ „ 106a 

,, „ mules, Heidelberg—Pretoria, 106b 

„ „ oxen, on road to Carolina, lOld 

„ Western Transvaal, Feb.—May, 1901, 162d 
Remount Depot, Machadodorp, 104c 
remounts issued Paardeberg—Bloemfontein, 38d 
remounts supplied, Oct., ’99—Dec., 1900, 142d 
„ Jan., Dec., 1901, 185c 

„ Jan., May, 1902, 226b 

For other Statistics of Losses set “ Horses : abandoned and derelict, 
exhaustion, wastage," “ Derelict." also under “ Remount Horses," 
"Remount Department," "Cavalry Division losses." "Horses 
Protection " 

For Statistics regarding Sickness see “ Hospitals " and " Diseases " 

Stores and Equipment, 300 

no accommodation for, 12d, 300b 
accounting for, 302c 

advanced depots, 20b, 58a,b,d, 83a, 113c, 200b 

audit of, 304b 

defective instruments. 300d 

defects and difficulties, 300a 

demands for, enormous, 302d, 303a 

India, borrowed, 4d, 9d, 10c, 28d 

no officer for these duties, 48d, 300d, 301b, 304a 

panniers, 4b, 302b 

personnel for, 13b, 22d, 300b, 302c, 304a 
purchase, immediate, impossible, 28d, 300c 
receipts for, 13d 
reserve boxes, 302a,b 

reserves of, deficiency, Cabinet to blame, 3d 

, difficulties regarding, 3c, 9d, 13b, 48b, 
300b 

,, instruments, 300c 
„ position of, 3b, 4a, 13a 
requisitions for, 301b 
ship, 301a, 304d 
shortage, 72b, 83a, 300c, 302d 
South Africa, purchased in, 6a, 10b, 13b, 48c, 301a, 
302b 

suggestions, future campaigns, 303b,d 
supply from home, delays, 300d, 302a 
,, in the Field, delays, 300c, 302d 
system of supply from Home, 302c 
„ „ in the Field, 301b 

no training given in, 300d 
U.P. chests, 4b, 9d, 28d, 301d, 305a 
wallets, veterinary. 28d, 302b 
with troops, 301 d 

Transport, Sea: Admiralty and Remount arrangements, 
254d 

animals, personnel for, 255b, 256a, 257a, 258b 
„ total number embarked, 260d 
“ Anselma de Larrinaga,” case of, 253c, 266b 
care prior to embarkation, 262a, 263c,d, 264a,b,c 
cattle ships, 252d 
“Cervona,” case of, 256, 260c 
conducting officers, 255a, 256d, 259c, 260b,c, 264a 
delays in landing horses, 49d, 258d, 259a, 260a,b 
diseases, 265c 

fittings defective, 253b, 264d, 265b 
„ giving way of, 263a, 264c,d 
,, old type used, 252d, 253b, see also “ Stalls” 
„ weakness of, 253b [belo* 

hay feeding, 254b,c 

horses condition on landing, 267c, 268d 
„ to lie down, 266c 


Transport, Sea, continued — 

“Knight Bachelor,” case of, 256d, 257, 258 
losses, 260d, 261a,b. 262c, 264c 

„ causes of, 261b,c,d, 262, 263a,c, 265c 
„ mules, 262d, 264c 
“Manchester City,” case of, 253c, 266a 
mangers, 254b 
medicine for, 265 note, 267b 
“Monterey,” case of, 258c, 259 
mules, 254d 

overcrowding, 253c, 256d, 257b,d, 258b,d, 262c, 
264c, 265d, 266a,c 
“ Rapidan,” case of, 264d, 265a,b 
rations, naval transport scale of, 265b 
„ insufficient, 254b,c, 257a, 263a 
remount and veterinary friction, 255d, 256a,b, 
265c 

“ Rippingham Grange,” case of, 259d, 260 
rolling of ship, 252c, 254a, 266c 
Sessions, evidence re mules at Gibraltar, 262c, 
263d, 264a,b,c 
hospitals, 266d 
“ staggers,” 266c 
shoeing, 267a 
slings, use of, 252a,b,c 
stalls, flooring, 254a, 264d 
„ long v short, 252c, 253c 
„ neglected sanitation, 253c, 257a,c,d, 258d 
„ parting boards, weakness of, 253b, 254a, 
264d, 265a 

system, old and new, 252 
ventilation, 262a, 266a 

veterinary neglect imputed, 257a,b,d, 258a,b,c. 
259a, 260b,c 

veterinary service (civil) military attitude towards, 
255b, 256a, 257, 258b, 259a,d, 
260a,b,c, 263c,d, 264a,b,c 
„ (civil) for, 255b, 260b. 262b, 264a, 
264b 

weather, bad, 263a, 264c, 266b,c 
Transport by Rail: delays in transit, 268c 
debility cases travel badly, 127c, 268d 
watering and feeding during, 267d, 268b,d 
neglect of animals, 128b, 267d, 268a, 269b 
spread of disease by, 104b, 138b, 269b 
strategical operations, 154a, 269a 
staging system for, 268b 

trucks, injuries in, 21d, 87a, 97c, 128b, 267d, 
268a,c, see also “Railway” 

„ in S. Africa, 87a, 125d, 267c,d 
,, slipping in, 87a, 267d 
,, type suggested. 268a 
tying up horses. 267d 
Transport in the Field : 

mule, care of encouraged, 144d, 271b 
„ flogging and reckless driving, 144c 
,. loads, 270a 
.. neglect of, 270b,d 

„ orders bearing on humanity to, 144a. See 
also “ Mules ” and “ Statistics ” 
organization, 47c, 269c, 270 
overloading of, 144c, 271b 
,. roads and drifts, 270c 
their excellence, 271b 
value of small, 78c, 270a 
ox, “ Animal Recovery Department,” 120c, 272d 
273d 

,, bad weather, 24d, 103b, 105c,d 

,. care and management, 64c, 75b, 271d, 144d 

.. captured at Waterval, 33c 

,, its excellence, 90c, 271c 

„ loads, 272b 

,. its magnitude in advance on Pretoria, 69a 

,. orders bearing on humanity to, 144a,d 

,, organization, 272c 

,, pace, 75b, 105b, 272a,b 

.. re-organization of, 47c 

,, staff ignorance of, 51b, 272b 

„ supply and loot, care of, 272b, 273b, 274a 
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ox, transport system of enemy, 50d, 90c 
„ death rate, 274a, see also “Oxen,” “ Diseases.” 
“ Statistics ” 

Utrecht, action at, 150d 

Vaal Krantz, action at, 26d 
Veldt burning, 195d 
ff fires, 32d, 295a 
„ sores, 158b, 168c. 295a 
Vet River, action at, 69d 

Veterinary Service, absorbed by Remounts, 191d, 192c,d, 
193c, 200a 

admininistrative officers, duty of, 306c 
at Victoria West, 216a, 217b,c 
Cape Agricultural Department, 6c, 206c, 207a,c, 
216d, 217b 

civil, 309, sec also “ Veterinary Officers, civil” 
Colonial forces, 216, 308d 
destruction of horses, opposes, 135a,d 
directing staff for, 12d. 30c, 41b, 47c, 69a,c, 127c, 
174b, 305d, 307a 

dual control of, 196c, 199b, 223a, 224b 
failure of, la, 4d, 74c, 75b, 117a,c, 203c, 204d, 
205a,c, 216a, 217a,b,c, 224b 
failure of, no excuse if organized, 238d 
inspector of hospitals, history of appointment, 
119d, 190c, 193c, 194a 
no authority, 73d, 117c 
position defined, 192b,c, 193b 
regimental organization, 56, 305c 
regular forces, growth and development, 5b, 28a, 
73d 115d, 117a, 120a 

remount, views on, 134d, 135c, 157a, 192c,d 

Royal Commission, 187d 

saddle fitting, 245b 

sea transport, 30c, 309d 

staff ignorance of, 307c 

strength day of peace, 224c 

value in field, 307d 

various sources, during the war, 305c 

weakness, sources of, 217a, 238d, 306c 

withdrawn from units, 196c, 199b, 223a, 227c 

Yeomanry, 54b, 308a 

Veterinary Officers : Clamour for by Remounts, 4d, 5a, 
10a, 307d 

civil, 20a, 27d, 28a, 48d. 73b, 85a, 197d, 200b, 
222b, 309a,b,c 

demand for in the Field, 20a, 199b, 225c, 227c 
discontent in profession, 4c,d 
establishment before the war, 4c,d 
Natal Volunteer Department, 6b, 10b, 308d 
rank, questions of, 28a, 49d, 117c, 174b, 307b 
regimental system of, 5b, 305c 
shortness of officers, 4c, 30c, 54b, 119d, 225c, 306b 
P.V.O., 10c, 12b, 54b, 58d, 84d, 307a 
Villitis, septic, 166c, 295a 
Vlaakfontein, action at. 163a 
Vryheid, action at, 151a 

War Army recast, 1901, strength in May, 148c 

blockhouse lines, 146d, 169d, 181 d, 183c, 214d, 215d, 216a 
Columns, causes of failure, 174a, 177b, 184d, 214d, 
220b, 222b 

D.G. receives no instructions, 4c 
establishments, 1892, 113c 

exhausting character of the drives, 209c. 212b, 219d, 
220d, 222b 
inhumanity of, 144a 
martial law, 152a, 181b 188c, 200d 
military situation, end of 1900, 146a 
officers and men tired of, 147a 
outbreak of, 9c 

preparation for, during peace, 2b, 2d, 5d, 28c, 29a, 116c 
Royal Commission on, see “ Royal Commission ” 
the guerilla. 108c, 146, 152a, 153d, 164b, 181b, 184b 
the guerilla strength of rival forces, 146b, 164b, 181b 
reserves of men, 147b 
reserves, trained during, 147b 


War—Mobilization, 2a, 3d 

arrangements for sick animals in the Field, 3a 
„ „ » remount service 

charged with, 3a 

expeditionary force, strength of, 122a 
of the Force, 9a 

preparation of Army scheme for, 3a, 114a 
veterinary scheme, 4b, 5d 
War Operations :— 

change in character of, 21 Id, 220d 
Cape Colony, Oct.-Dec., 1899, 17, 19, 22 

„ Jan.-April, 1900, 47 

Dec., 1900-Feb., 1901, 151 
March-May, 1901, 163 
N.W., April-Oct., 1901, 165 
,, June-August, 1901, 168 

„ Jan.-May, 1902, 214 

March-May, 1902, 217 
,, Namaqualand, 218 

„ Rebellion, 61 

Natal, 1899, 10 

Dec., 1899-Feb., 1900, 22 
„ Feb., 1900, 42 

May-June. 1900, 84 
„ Sept.-Oct., 1901, 177 

„ Oct. Dec , 1901, 181 


Orange Free State, Feb -March, 1900, 27 
,, March-April, 1900, 47 

May, 1900, 68 
June-Aug., 1900, 84 
Aug.-Dec., 1900, 108 
Feb.-June, 1901, 158 
July-Dee., 1901, 173 

Jan.-Feb., 1902, 209 

„ Mar.-Apr., 1902, 214 

ii May, 1902, 220 

Transvaal, Pretoria, June, 1900, 77 

,, „ June-July, 1900, 81 

,, Eastern, July, 1900, 96 

Aug., 1900, 98 
Sept.-Oct., 1900, 99 
Oct.-Nov., 1900, 104 
Nov., 1900, 111 

,, Jan.-April, 1901, 156 

May-August, 1901, 166 
Sept., 1901, 170 
„ „ Oct., 1901, 172 

Nov., 1901-Feb., 1902, 183 
,. „ April, 1902, 219 

,, Western, June-July, 1900, 92 

Dec., 1900-Feb., 1901, 149 
,, „ July-August, 1901, 168 

„ „ Sept.-Oct., 1901, 179 

Nov., 1901-Jan., 1902, 182 
Feb.-March, 1902, 211 
„ March-May, 1902, 220 

„ Northern, March-April, 1901, 165 

„ „ and N.E., July-Aug., 1901, 167 

„ „ Sept., 1901-May, 1902, 180 

„ North-East, Aug., 1901-Jan., 1902, 184 

Namaqualand, Jan.-May, 1902, 218 
Rhodesian Field Force, 106 


Water, pollution of, 118d 

Weight carried by horses, 40a, 131c, see also “Horses” 

Wepener seige of, 55b 

Wildfontein. action at, 162b 

Wilmanrust, „ 167a 

Wittebergen, 89d 

Wounds, see “ Diseases ” 


Yeomanry, Imperial, 54a 
of 1901, bad, 147c 

„ ignorant of horses, 147c, 160b, 175a 

„ numbers raised, 148c 

no hospital system, 306a, 308b,c 
veterinary officers, engagement of, 308b 
veterinary service, no organization, 54b, 305d, 308 
Yzerspruit, action at, 212d 

Zand River, action at, 70b 
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